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|.  INTRODUCTION

1. At its thirty-fourth session, the General Assenbly decided to maintain
the Conmmittee to Review United Nations Public Information Policies and
Activities, established under Assenbly resolution 337115 C of

18 Decenber 1978, which would be known as the Committee on Infornmation, and to
increase its menbership from41l to 66. In its resolution 347182 of

18 Decenber 1979, the Assembly requested the Conmittee on Information:

"(a) To continue to examine United Nations public information
polisies and activities, in the light of the evolution of international
relations, particularly during the past tw decades, and of the
i mperative6 of the establishnent ofthe new international econom c order
and of a new world information and communication order;

"(b) To evaluate and follow up the efforts made and the progress
achieved by the United Nations systemin the field of information and
comuni cat i ons;

*(c) To promote the establishment of a new, nore just and nore
effective world informati on asd communi cation order intended to
strengt hen peace and international understanding and based on the free
circulation and wi der and better bal anced di ssem nation of infornation
and to make reconmendations thereon to the General Assenbly;*

and requested the Conmittee on Information and the Secretary-General to report
to the Assenbly at its thirty-fifth session.

2. At its thirty-fifth session, the General Assenbly, in its resolution
35s201 of 16 December 1980, expressed its satisfaction with the work ofthe
Committee on Information, approved the report of the Committee and the
recommendations of it6 Ad Hoc Working G oup, 1/ reaffirned the nandate given
to the Coomittee in Assenbly resolution 34/182, and decided to increase the
menber ship of the committee from66 to 67. The Committee on | nformation
agreed, at it6 organisational session in 1980, that the principle of
geographical rotation would be applied to all the officer6 of the Commttee
and that they should be elected for two-year ternt of office.

3. At its thirty-sixth to forty-fourth sessions, the General Assenbly again
expressed it6 satisfaction with the work of the Committee on Infornation
approved the report6 of the Coomittee 27 and its recommendations, and
reaffirmed the nmandate given to the Commttee in resolution 347182 (Cenera
Assenbly resolutions 367149 B, 37/94 B, 38/82 B, 39/98 A 401164 A, 41/68 A,
42,7162, 43/60 and 44/50). At its forty-fifth session, the General Assenbly
took note of the report ofthe Conmttee on Information, and adopted its
consensus resolutions as contained in General Assenbly resolutions 45/76 A
and B. The Ceneral Assenbly further requested the Conmittee to report to the
Assenbly at its forty-sixth session.

4. Atits thirty-ninth session, the General Assenbly appointed two new
menbers of the Commttee, namely China and Mexico; at it6 forty-first session
the Assenbly appointed Malta as a new nenber ofthe Committee; at its
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forty-third session, Hungary,
forty-fourth sessir., the Assenbly appoi nted Nepa

Ireland and Zi nbabwe were appoirted; and at its

as a new nenber.

5. At its forty-fifth session, the Assenbly decided, on the recommendation
of the Conmittee on Information to increase the nmenbership of the Conmittee
from 74 to 78 menbers, and appoi nted Czechosl ovakia, the Islamc Republic of
Iran, Jamaica and Uruguay 2s members of the Committee, The General Assenbly
al so deci ded on the appoi ntnent of the Byel orussian Soviet Socialist Republic

as 2 memkar Of the Committee on Information

with imediate effect, to £ill

t he vacancy which had been occupi ed by the German Denocratic Republic.

6. The Conmittee is conposed of the follow ng Menber States:

Al geria

Argentina

Bangl adesh

Be Rgi um

Beni n

Brazil

Bul gari a

Bur undi

Byel orussi an Sovi et
Soci alist Republic

Chile

Chi na

Col onbi a

Congo

Costa Rica

C&e d'lvoire

Cuka

Cyprus

Czechosl ovaki a

Denmar k

Ecuador

Egypt

El Sal vador

Et hi opi a

Fi nl and

France

CGer many

Ghana

Greece

Quat enal a
Qui nea
Quyana
Hungary

I ndi a

| ndonesi a

Iran {(Islamic
Republic of)

[reland
taly
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Lebanon
Mal t a
Mexi co
Mongol i a
Mbr occo
Nepal
Net her | ands
N ger
Ni geria
Paki st an
Peru
Phi |'i ppi nes
Pol and
Por t ugal
Romani a

Si ngapore

Somal i a

Spai n

Sri Lanka

Sudan

Syrian Arab Republic

Togo

Trinidad and Tobago

Tunisia

Tur key

Ukr ai ni an Sovi et
Soci alist Republic

Uni on of Sovi et
Soci al i st Republics

United Kingdom of G eat
Britain and Northern
Ireland

United Republic of
Tanzani a

United States of Anerica

Ur uguay

Venezuel a

Viet Nam

Yenen

Yugosl avi a

Zaire

Zi nbabwe



[I. ORGANIZATIONAL SESS| ON
A. Opening of the se-
7. The organizational neeting of the thirteenth session of the Conmttee was
convened at United Nations Headquarters on 4 March 1991. The Conmittee held
one neeting.
B. Adoption of the agende
8. At its organizational session, the Commttee adopted the follow ng agenda:
1. Qpeni ng of the session.
2. Adoption of the agenda.
3. Adm ssion of new nenbers.
4. El ection of officers.
5. Organi zation and programe of work for 1991.

6. Ct her busi ness.

C. Adm ssion of new menbers
9. The Committee wel coned the representatives of the Byel orussian Sovi et

Soci ali st Republic, Czechoslovakia, the Islamc Republic of Iran, Jamaica and
Uruguay as new nenbers.

D. Election of officer8

10.  In accordance with the principle of geographical rotation, the Conmttee
el ected by acclamation the follow ng officers for the period 1991-1993:

Chairman: M. Ricardo Lagorio (Argentina)

Vice-Chairnmen: M. Bob Hensch (Netherlands)
M. Mansoor Suhail (Pakistan)

The Under- Secretary-Ceneral for Public Information (in her capacity as Acting
Chairman prior to the election of the Chairman) informed the Conmttee that it
had been agreed to defer the election of one Vice-Chairman, as well as that of
the Rapporteur until the substantive session, to be held from4 to

19 April 1991. That would allow for the conpletion of consultations wthin
the regional groups concerned.

3.



E. Organization and programme of work for 1991

11. The Committee adopted, without objection, the programme of work as orally
anended contai ned i n docunent A/AC.198/1991/2/Rev.l. The additional itemto
be added after paragraph Il (3) would read "Review of United Nations
inforwation centres". The agreement to anend the programe of work was the
result of informal consultations with the spokesmen of the regional groups and
China; the Departnent of Public Information was al so requested to prepare a
conference room paper on the United Nations infornmation centres.

12. The Committee al so agreed to the proposed list of questions to be
consi dered, which fornmed the basis of the agenda of the substantive session:

(a) Promotion of the establishment of a new, nore just and nore
effective world information and communication order intended to strengthen
peace and international understanding and based on the free circul ation and
wi der and better bal anced dissem nation of information;

(b) Continuation of the exam nation of United Nations public information
policies and activities in the light of the evolution of internationa
relations, particularly during the past two decades, and of the inperatives of
the establishment of the new international economc order and of a new world
information and communication order;

(c) Evaluation and followup of the efforts made and the progress
achieved by the United Nations systemin the field of information and
comuni cat i ons.

13.  For the consideration of item5 of the agenda, the Committee had before
it the follow ng docunents

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on public information activities of
the United Nations pertaining to the situation in the Mddl e East and the
question of Palestine 37 submtted pursuant to the request made by the Genera
Assenbly in paragraph 1 (b) (vii) of its resolution 45/76 B;

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on technical assistance to radio
stations that are broadcasting or willing to broadcast to South Africa 4/
submitted pursuant to the request made by the General Assenbly in
paragraph 1 (e) of its resolution 45/76 B;

(c) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the review of the Yearbook of the
United Nations: 1990 survey: 5/

(d) Report on the activities of the Joint United Nations Information
Committee. 6/
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1. SUBSTANTI VE SESSI ON

A, Oruani zati onal auestions

1. Opening 0of the session

14. The thirteenth session of the Conmittee was convened at United Nations
Headquarters from4 to 19 April 1991. The Commttee held nine neetings.

2. Adoption of the agenda and programme of work

15. At its substantive session the Conmttee adopted the provisional agenda
whi ch had been prepared in accordance w th decisions taken by the Commttee on
Information at its organisational session held on 4 March 1991. The Committee
at this session also established an open-ended working group and conducted
further informal consultations through the spokesnen of the regional groups
and Chi na.

3. nt bv th L rman
16. The Chairman of the Commttee nade a statenent at the opening of the

substantive session (see annex I).

4, Election of officers

17.  The Committee, in accordance with decisions taken at its organizational
session, elected its remaining officers by acclamation, M. O eksandr Bouts'ko
(Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) as its third Vice-Chairnman, and

M. Sabri Boukadoum (Al geria) as Rapporteur of the Conmttee. Both will serve
a two-year term

5. Qbservers

18. The following Menber States took part in the session as observers:
Austria, Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Canada,
Cape Verde, Conoros, lraq, Israel, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,

Luxenbourg, Madagascar, Mal aysia, Nam bia, N caragua, Oman, Panama, Senegal,
Sweden and Thailand. The representatives of the Holy See and Switzerland al so
participated as observers.

19. Representatives of the follow ng specialized agencies were present: Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO, United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural O ganization (UNESCO and Wrld Health
Organi zation (WHO) .

20 In addition, representatives of the Wrld Federation of United Nations
Associ ations were present.



B. Substantive guestions
1. General debate and consideration of substantive uuesti ons

21. Statenents during the general debate were made by or on behalf of the
followng States menbers of the Commttee: Argentina, Bangladesh, Benin
Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Chile, China, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus,

Czechosl ovaki a, Denmark (on behalf of the Nordic countries), Ecuador

Et hi opi a, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamc Republic of), Ireland (on
behal f of the Goup of Wstern and other States), Jamaica, Japan, Lebanon,
Mexi co, Nepal, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Ronmania, Sri Lanka
Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, UWkrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of
Sovi et Socialist Republics, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of
Anerica, Uruguay, Yemen, Yugoslavia and Zi nbabwe. Statenents were also nade
by the observers for Luxenbourg (on behalf of the 12 States of the European
Community) and the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (on behalf of the Union of Arab
Maghr eb) .

{(a) Pr i
world information and conmuni cation order intended to strenathen peace
and international wunderstanding and based on tk2 free circulation and

wi der _an [ [ an i m nation of infor ion

22.  In addressing this question, a |arge nunber of del egations comented on
the consensus resolution achieved at the twelfth session of the Commttee on
Information. They expressed the view that the.consensus, wWhich had narked a
turning point in the debate on United Nations questions relating to
information, had provided a new basis for the deliberations within the
Commttee: and called on that body to build on the consensus with a viewto
enhancing its effectiveness. They also expressed the hope and stressed the
need for that consensus to translate into the practical work of the Departnent
of Public Information. Qhers suggested that with the consensus as a starting
point, the Conmttee woul d now be able to concentrate on nore specific issues,
particularly the revitalization of United Nations information policies and
activities.

23. A large nunber of delegations reaffirned their conmtnent to the
fundanental principles of freedomof information and freedom of expression and

opinion. It was enphasized that freedomof information was a basic human
right and the touchstone of all the freedons to which the United Nations is
consecr at ed. It was also in that context that several representatives raised

the issue of freedom of the press, reasserting the absolute primacy of the
right of each individual to hold opinions without interference and to seek,
receive and inpart information and ideas regardless of frontiers. One
representative, speaking on behalf of several others, noted in that regard
that violations of freedom of the press anywhere must be regarded as a
violation ofthe rights of all. Another representative, speaking on behalf of
several others, expressed the viewthat it was their duty to denounce any
violation of freedom of the press.

24, Afew delegations, in providing information about donestic devel opnents
in the field of information and comunication, informed the Commttee of new
information-related rights and freedoms which were either lately reflected, or
were about to be reflected in legislation adopted in their respective



countries. The view was expressed that legal nornms and political steps alone
could not ensure that the principles involved in the genuine practice of the
free flow of information were attained. The view was al so expressed that sone
basic infrastructures and up-to-date technol ogy was needed to all ow these
principles to be effectively supported. In that regard, it was suggested that
for countries experiencing an uneasy period of economc transition,

br oad- based international cooperation and assistance channelled through
government, public or private sources was nuch needed to help smooth the path
for a genuine and effective flow of infornation.

25. It was understood by a |arge nunber of del egations that communications,
devel opnent and the free and uninhibited flow of news and information were

i mportant prerequisites for the realization of nore effective gl oba

conmuni cation. In that connection, many delegations drew attention to the
need to reduce inbal ances and disparities that still existed between the
devel oped and the devel oping countries. Those inbalances, it was pointed out,
deprived nore than 80 per cent of the peoples of the world of their possible
contributions to world peace, mutual understanding and progress. One

del egation noted in that regard that while the devel oped countries were
concerned about the information glut and the overwhel m ng inpact of the visua
media, the devel oping countries were finding it increasingly difficult to
transmt their viewoints and values to the outside world. One del egation
expressed the view that there was nuch the devel oping countries w shed to tel
the world; the need, for instance, for a better deal in trade, the need to be
free fromthe yoke of poverty and the burden of high interest rates and
spiralling debt.

24. It was acknow edged by nost del egations that those disparities were due
to lack of access to nodern technology and |ack of resources to take advantage
of the technology available. It was against that background that one

del egation urged the sharing of benefits of technology by those who had the
best tools of information and communication with those grappling with basic
problems of literacy and information.

27. It was noted in that connection that the dissem nation and exchange of
information had becone an increasingly indispensable factor in pronoting peace
and devel opment in the world. Delegations maintained that in the field of
information, first priority should be given to narrowi ng the huge gap between
the capacity of information dissemnation of the devel oped countries and that
of the developing countries, and changing the global dom nant position of a
few devel oped countries and the dependent status of numerous devel opi ng
countries. One del egation expressed concern that some mass nedia of devel oped
countries had nade uce of their technol ogical superiority to propagate
intentional |y or uuintentionally their own social, econonic and ideol ogica

val ues on developing countries. That del egati on expressed the view that such
practices were undesirable in realizing genuine information freedom

28. In that regard, other delegations drew attention to the virtua
monopol i stic control and one-way flow of information from news agencies in
industrialized countries. It was noted that it was the third world countries
and their vul nerabl e peoples who were the victins of that inequitable flow of
information. Those del egati ons enphasized that the United Nations coul d not
remain powerless in the light of that nmonopolistic control. One del egation
noted that its Government had proposed that a working group or conmttee be
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set up to do all the preparatory work necessary to produce an internationa
information charter which would lay down the principles for an internationa
world order. That suggestion was supported by two other del egations, one of
whom spoke on behal f of several other States. That delegation also put
forward a series of proposals in that regard that would entail setting up
wor ki ng study groups or commttees. Those proposals included support for
international news agencies and nmedia which acted on a regional basis, such as
the Pan African News, the Islam c Press Agency and the News Agencies Pool of
Non- Al i gned Countries. Another proposal was that those agencies becone
primary sources of information on third world issues. That del egation also
proposed creating a world press agency under United Nations auspices which
would act in a fair and effective manner and woul d enhance the work of the
agenci es nentioned above.

29. One delegation, speaking on behalf of several others, said the devel oping
countries could not agree to inequality and | ack of freedomin information,
particularly as the devel oped countries with their advanced technol ogies were
in a position to change public opinion and influence the noral, religious and
cultural val ues of peoples.

30. Another representative noted that since the adoption of a declaration on
the new world information and conmuni cation order nothing had changed. He
pointed to the fact that at the end of the 1950s devel oping countries had
access to only 5 per cent ofthe nedia and that figure had changed very little
since that tine. He further pointed out that only 5 per cent of conputers and
2 per cent of satellites were in the hands of devel oping countries and

10 tines nore information was received by them from devel oped countries than
the other way around.

3. It was in that context that many delegations reiterated their call for
the establishnent of a new world information and comunication order. |t was
enphasi zed that the new world information and comunication order offered the
best hope for removing the inequalities existing between the information
systens of the developing and the devel oped world. Sone del egations expressed
the view that the gap in the distribution of means of comunication and in the
information flow between the devel oped and the devel opi ng countries had been

further widened. It was further noted that such an order was not intended to
be negative in any manner, but could indeed be conplementary to politica
endeavours. It was enphasi sed by sorme del egations that the call for a new

world information and communication order was not based on any opposition to
the principle of the free flow of information, but on the conviction that a
new order would help to secure that principle.

32. It was observed that a call for a new world order which was expected to
be based on the principles of justice only reflected the transformation of the
climate of international affairs. It was also noted that the inplenentation

of the new world information and conmuni cation order woul d foster nutua
under st andi ng, pronote cooperation and closer relations anong nations and
contribute to strengthening world peace and security. One delegation also
affirmed that the goal his country hoped to achieve fromthe new world
information and communi cation order was the neaningful participation of its
peopl e and nedia, whether public or private, in the substantive production,
processi ng and di ssem nation of news and information, donestically and
internationally.
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33. (ne delegation, speaking on behalf of several others, noted that for a
number of years his group had contributed to reducing the disparities existing
bet ween the devel oped and devel opi ng countries by carrying out appropriate
bilateral and multilateral cooperation programres under the auspices of UNESCO
and other international organizations. That delegation acknow edged t hat
there was a need to strengthen conmmunication capacities and inprove the nmedia
infrastructure and conmuni cations technology in the devel oping countries,
particularly in the areas of training of journalists and dissem nation of
information so as to assure to the popul ations of those countries the ful
benefits of freedom of information

34. Sonme del egations expressed the view that it was essential that assistance
to devel oping countries be increased and accel erated so that they m ght
devel op their information and communication infrastructures and capabilities,
l'aunch and inprove their information systens with appropriate technol ogy
suited to their respective needs, increase the participation of nedia and
individuals in the conmunication process and ensure a free flow of information
at all levels.

35. In that connection, many del egations expressed deep appreciation for the
efforts of UNESCO under the International Programre'for the Devel opment of
Communi cation 7/ to assist devel oping countries in the pronotion of

communi cations developnent. The International Programme for the Devel opnent
of Communi cation was seen as an inportant elenent in the inplenentation of its
new strategy for communication in the service of humanity based on
international cooperation. It was also an essential instrument for the

devel opnent of gl obal communication and information in general, the further
devel opnent of infrastructures and strengthening of the infornation and
conmmuni cation capabilities of the devel oping countries. One del egation
expressed confidence that the International Programre for the Devel opnent of
Conmmuni cation could play an inportant role in pronoting greater cooperation
bet ween t he devel oped and the devel opi ng countries.

36. Several delegations drew attention to the activity of the News Agencies
Pool of Non-Aligned Countries, as part of the efforts by those countries to
overcome the information gap between the devel oped and the devel opi ng worl d.
In that context, delegations also paid a tribute to the work of the Econom c
Pool of News Agencies of the Non-Aligned Countries and the inprovenents in the
volune and quality of cooperative activities of their broadcasting and radio
organi zations.  Though the News Agencies Pool had opened awareness for

national news agencies of non-aligned countries to become equal partners in

t he exchange of information at the international |evel, a great deal stil

remai ned to be done in order to restore equitable balance in the internationa
information structures. Possibilities still lagged behind needs. In that
regard, sone del egations noted that nmany non-aligned countries did not possess
their own news agencies, or in cases where they did possess them their
material and national resources were scarce, thus limting their participation
in the Pool and the world information system Those countries urged the

i ncreased assistance of the United Nations and the international comunity as
wel | as all those countries capable and willing to help. In that connection,
one del egation though expressing satisfaction that the Departnment of Public
Information of the Secretariat had continued to cooperate with the News
Agenci es Pool expressed the view that that arrangenent could be made nore



effective through significantly increasing the content of dispatches and other
possi bl e means.

37. In that connection, one delegation expressed concern that this year there
was no statement by a representative of UNESCO to the Committee.

(b) . . 1) . . : i ted . lic inf .
policies and activities in the 1igh of t he evolution ofinternati ond
relations, paticularly during the past two decades. and of the

inperatives of the establishment of the new intermational econom c order
and of a new world informati on and conmuni cati on order

(c) Evaluation and followup of the efforts nmade and the rtroaress achi eved by
the United Nations systemin the field of information and communi cations

38. Many del egations agreed that the consensus arrived at |ast year had
allowed the Commttee on Information to address in a pragnatic way the
questions concerning the public information policies and activities of the
United Nations. The menbers of the Conmittee wel comed the detailed ora

report by the Under-Secretary-General for Public Iiformation Oon the activities
of the Department. A large nunber of del egations comrended the performance of
t he Departnent which had carried out its nandates admrably in the mdst of
budgetary and other constraints. In that regard, specific nention was nmade of
the Department's coverage of the crisis in the Qulf. (One delegation noted in
that context that the increased visibiiity of the United Nations should not be
confined to its role inthe Qulf crisis. He expressed the viewthat his

del egation, along with many others, believed that the world body was entering
an era in which it could better performthe tasks for which it was created and
through which it would energe as an agent for both global stability and

change. Cooperation with the Commttee on Information in that regard woul d
becone increasingly nore inportant.

39. Sone del egations noted that because of the realities of budgetary
constraints faced by the Departnent of Public Information, the Departnent mnust
ensure that none of its traditional areas of coverage stood to suffer because
of major unforeseen events. In that context, one representative drew
attention to the fact that after the announcenment ofrepeal in South Africa of
sone apartheid legislation, the Department could have cone up with an

expl anation for the benefit of the peoples of the world, on the inpact of such
a repeal, and how that repeal fitted in the whole United Nations scheme. That
expl anation woul d have hel ped to place the whole question of repeal inits
proper perspective, thereby preventing the spread of notions biased in favour
of the South Africa regime. The same representative observed that no such
expl anations or analysis were forthcomng fromthe Departnent as far as she
was aware. She urged the Department to use that exanple as a source of
encouragenent to help it in shaping a correct public perception of events in
its respective Menber States.

40. Sone del egations recomended that the Department should receive clear
directives from Menber States as to the setting of priorities and the latitude
of flexibility it could exert in selecting and conveying its material as well
as on nmatters of access to budget. The need to define clearly the mandate of
the Departnent and to give it the necessary flexibility to respond to the

i ncreasing and sonetines unprecedented | evel of activity by the United Nations
was seen as very inportant.
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41. In that regard, one delegation, speaking on behalf of several others,
noted that it was of crucial inportance that the Departnment be able to perform
its tasks with flexibility and to neet the demand for newsworthi ness and
punctual ity without too rigid regulations inposed. That delegation affirmed
that service and flexibility were conplenmentary and that it was up to the
Commttee on Information to see them secured by adequate resol utions.

42.  Another del egation, speaking on behalf of several others, noted that it
was in the interests of all countries to consider how best the Menber States
could assist the Departnent in fulfilling its obligations of providing to the
greatest extent possible, full and up-to-date information on the United
Nations and its activities. That delegation suggested that there should be
sone ongoi ng mechanismfor the Commttee on Information to work with the
Departnent. O hers expressed the need to establish an informal follow up
mechani smon the Departnent's activities between sessions of the Commttee on
Information with regional representatives.

43.  On the issue of an ongoing nmechani sm between the Conmttee on Infornation
and the Department, one delegation expressed the view that there was a

consi derable risk that that suggestion could create nore bureaucracy,

paperwork and regulations. That representative declared his openness to

di scuss alternatives to achieve inprovenments, and invited the

Under - Secretary-CGeneral to put forward her ideas on the future relations
between the Commttee and the Departnent.

44, Many del egations expressed support for the Departnent's efforts to
rationalize its work and revitalize its structure so as to render its
activities nmore efficient and effective. It was felt that those efforts, from
whi ch Member States continued to derive benefits, had contributed to inproving
the image of the United Nations in the world and to the recent achievenents of
the United Nations in various areas.

45. A few delegations noted, however, that the Department nust be prepared to
deal with the sudden increase in public interest in the Organization; but also
when that interest declined, it nust be able to do something about it. Those
representatives suggested that the Department shoul d be better prepared to
undertake extraordinary information activities and should be in a position to
shape public opinion. In that context, allocation of resources to activities
whi ch had been designated as high priority should take into account the
different interests of the various regions. Resources assigned to those
priorities should not be reassigned to cover new situations.

46. It was suggested that it mght be useful in the future that stronger
coordination between the Department and the specialized agencies be devel oped
in the field of information. In that regard, it was also observed that while

scme United Nations institutions naintained their policies of providing

i nportant docunentation free of charge, others requested paynent for their
publ i cations. It was suggested that the Department, in order to strengthen
further the capacity of its policies and activities, should consider a greater
financial involvement of United Nations specialized organizations in
dissemnating information on their own activities.

47.  Several del egations comended the work of the Executive Media Services,

which, they noted, played a fundamental role in reflecting the objectives and
activities of the Orgnnization

-11-



48. The Department was urged by several delegations to continue to focus
attention on areas of special concern to Menber States. The follow ng areas
were noted: peace-naki ng and peace-keeping operations, internationa
endeavours for global environmental protection, the eradication of apartheid,
the situation in the Mddl e East, the question of Palestine and the

Pal estini an intifadah, the pronotion of human rights, the status of wonen,
drug abuse, terrorism assistance to refugees and displaced persons, the
probl ems of econom ¢ and social devel opment, including those of the |east
devel oped countries, African econonic devel opnent and the pronotion of

i nternational econonmic cooperation ained at resolving such problenms as the
debt probl em

49. Menbers of the Committee expressed their satisfaction at someof the
innovative initiatives by the Departnent. A nunber of representatives
supported the call for a defined role of the Department in the grow ng
responsibilities of the United Nations in peace-keeping and el ection
monitoring. One delegation, speaking on behalf of several others, noted that
the Department should respond to crises as they occurred and it nust have a
clear role in such critical areas of United Nations responsibilities. The
representative of that group stated that they were struck by a commentof the
Under - Secretary-General in an earlier neeting when she noted that owing to
internal control factors it had not been possible to find a way for a United
Nations television crew to acconpany the head of the recent hunanitarian
assessnent mission in the Qulf. That delegation expressed the view that at a
time when the world was strongly focused on the United Nations, that situation
rai sed serious questions for nenbers of the Coomttee. That delegation
stressed that an information conponent should be an inportant and pl anned

di mensi on of the United Nations role in areas such as peace-keepi ng and

el ection nonitoring.

50. One delegation urged that attention should be paid to an approach whereby
a decision to conmit the Organization to any nmajor activity had to be
acconpani ed by the allocation of funds sufficient not only to performthe
activity but also to provide for its international support. At the sane tine,
more use should be made of extrabudgetary resources to provide for the
distribution of papers, studies and docunments of the United Nations and the
specializedagenci es.

51.  Anot her del egation expressed interest in seeing a synposium on
peace- keepi ng operations take place in his region beating in mnd the
experience of the region in that field.

52.  One del egation brought to the attention of the Conmttee and the
Departnent the fact that although the term "peace-nmaking" had been used in
some sectors, the exact neaning and extension of the concept still seemed to
be under review in the relevant conmttees.

53.  Wth regard to issues affecting the environnent, one representative
asserted that one of the main tasks which |ay ahead for the Departnent was
cover age of what was probably the single mostpromnent United Nations event
of the current decade, the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and
Devel opment.  That del egation attached great inportance to the need to ensure
a bal anced and objective approach to public information activities in
connection with the forthcom ng Conference, in order to provide the most
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appropriate atnosphere for its successful realization. That delegation took
note of the activities of the Joint United Nations Information Conmttee and
the Department in connection with that event and expressed readiness to
cooperate fully with the relevant organs for the coverage of the issues which
woul d be put before the 1992 Conference. In that connection, one del egation
informed the Committee of the recent poll carried out in his country in which
some 82 per cent of those polled expressed a desire to know more about the
environment. He noted that this was not surprising as the people of his
country were concerned about the effects of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster
since the long-termresults of exposure to small daily doses of radiation were
still not known. That del egation expressed appreciation for the attention
whi ch the Organiaation had paid to those problems, they were global issues
requiring an international response.

54. Menbers of the Commttee wel coned the conprehensive paper on the review
of United Nations information centres and the report on the yearbook of the
United Nations: 1990 survey. 5/

55. A large nunber of del egations comrented favourably on the paper on United
Nations information centres. (One delegation, speaking on behal f of severa
others, enphasized that the centres must be given the necessary guidelines to
respond to situations and crises as they developed. In that connection, the
del egation expressed dissatisfaction with the role played by the centres
during the crisis in the Qlf.

56. Many del egations commenting on the paper expressed the view that the
information was of paranount inportance. One del egation expressed the hope
that the paper was only the beginning of an evaluation which should lead to
better and nmore efficient useof the centres. A large number of delegations
enphasi sed that the attention paid to the centres in the paper was certainly
an expression of recognition of the centres' special inportance as an active
and irreplaceable link between the O ganization and |ocal nedia, information
and educational institutions and non-governnental organizations. In that
regard, one delegation was interested in knowing if centre Directors had an
arrangenent of periodic briefings of journalists and academ cians in the
countries of their accreditation. That del egation suggested that weekly
briefings could produce very good results

57. Several del egations requested the opening of centres in their respective
countries. One delegation noted that for sometine now his country had sought
the approval of the Commttee on Information and the General Assenbly for the
establishment of a United Nations centre. That del egation expressed the hope
that its request would meetwith an affirmative response. A delegation,
speaking on behal f of several, strongly supported that request. G her

del egations urged that centres should be strengthened and opened wherever
necessary. Two del egations urged the establishment of information centres in
San José and Sofia. Those delegations affirnmed that they attached particul ar
i mportance to the opening of information centres in their capitals and

wel coned the desire expressed by other States to have infornmation centres.

One of those del egations issued an invitation to other nembers of the
Commttee to develop jointly a recomendati on on the establishnent of new
centres, which would be adopted at the forty-sixth session of the Genera
Assenbl y.
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58. In that context, a nunber of nembers of the Conmittee raised the issue of
the criteria established by the Departnent for the opening of new centres.

Del egations expressed regret at the demand that Menber States needed to neet
financial obligations in order for centres to be opened and operated. One

del egation noted that, while it recognized that the procedure was a product of
a General Assenbly resolution, it was not out of place to state that its
appreciation by historical accident had mainly affected devel oping countries
most of whom were not nenbers of the world body at the time of the adoption of
the resolution

59. A nunber of delegations drew attention to the fact that the post of

centre Director in their respective countries was still vacant. Those menbers
of the Commttee enphasized that they would continue to press for efforts to
be made to fill their vacant posts. Those del egations were al so anong the

many representatives of the Conmttee who called for a review of the criteria
for the establishment of information centres. One delegation, in that
context, suggested that a concerted effort should be nade to streamine the
wor k of existing centres and encourage the opening of new ones by taking due
account of the conditions and capabilities of interested host countries. In
that connection, the delegation could envisage the recruitnent of a conpetent
| ocal journalist who would carry out the work of the centre under the
supervision of the Director. The centre would then benefit from the genuine
comuni cation that would exi st between the two partners.

60. Oher menbers of the Commttee noted that there were no clear criteria
for establishing centres; several information centres existed in small areas
while in other |arge geographical zones there was only one centre. One

del egation noted that the last centre created in its region was that of Port
of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago in 1962. Only six centres were operating in
that region, excluding the UNDP offices, which had rendered partia
information assistance. One del egation suggested a study of the location and
cost of centres. Another del egation suggested that nore effective
coordination with the local offices of UNDP could substantially enhance the
effectiveness of the centres

61. Some del egations expressed the view that they were disturbed by great
disparities in the allocation of resources between centres in devel oped and
devel oping countries. One del egation expressed regret that persistent
requests for financial allocation to each centre had produced no results.
Emphasizing that such a qualification would constitute an inportant first step
towards the eradication of those inbalances and disparities, that del egation
urged that those figures shoul d be made avail able at the next and subsequent
sessions of the Commttee.

62. Two del egations were of the view that the Departnent should undertake an
urgent eval uation of the perfornmance of each of the information centres,
giving careful consideration to their problems and with a view to increasing
their efficiency and usefulness. Were needed, their facilities should be
upgraded in order to inprove their capacity to dissenminate news and objective
reports about United Nations activities, particularly in the local |anguages.

63. Some del egations had specific criticisns regarding the operations of

centres in their respective countries. One delegation noted that his country
was profoundly concerned by the virtual paralysis of the information centre
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during the Qulf crisis. That del egation recommended thatthe Depart nent
shoul d give urgent consideration to the causes of that situation.

64.  Anot her del egation noted that the activities of the centre were limted
to a few film and speeches made by United Nations officials on United Rations
Day and observances. He observed that several offers to utilize its services
had been made by the national television and radio services but they had not
been accepted by those who nmanaged the centre. The performance of the
managerment of that centre was described as passive in nature. The
representative called on the Departnent to give that centre necessary
attention because of its strategic inportance within its geographic region.

65. Some del egations with new centre directors expressed satisfaction with
their work and that of the centres they served. One delegation noted that the
new centre Director had established inportant contacts in a relatively short
period of tinme. Another delegation, however, suggested that the appointnent
of directors of information centres was an area that needed inprovenent. That
del egation expressed the view that very few third world incunbents had ever
been appointed directors of centres in the devel oped countries. That seemed
to inply that devel oping countries were devoid of personnel conpetent enough
to take up appointments in the devel oped countries. That del egation

enphasi zed that the situation was clearly undesirable and shoul d be

rectified. In that connection, one delegation called for a review of the
managenent of the centres, so that the O ganization and the populations in
Menber States could be better served by the activities of the centres.

66. Some del egations expressed interest in receiving information concerning
the reports prepared by centre directors regarding |ocal opinion on the role
of the Secretary-Ceneral and the activities of the United Nations, which were
sent to the Ofice for Research and the Collection of Information.

67. One del egation expressed its appreciation for the efforts of the
Departnent in organizing training semnars for local staff of the centres as
wel | as opportunities for centre directors to meet. One del egation noted that
it was |ooking forward to a regional neeting of directors in their area later
in the year. That delegation also informed the Conmttee that, in spite of
serious economc and social difficulties, the Government had decided to
increase its financial contribution to the operating costs of the functioning
of its centre by alnost 40 per cent for 1991.

68. Commenting on the report prepared by the Department on the yearbook of
the United Nations: 1990 survey, 5/ most del egations viewed favourably the
recomrendations in the report. Some del egations asked for nore information in
due course as to the suggested editorial directives, clearance system,
financial inplication and other aspects related to their inplenentation

Several del egations were concerned about the tineliness of the publication and
the efficient use of communications technology in that regard. (One del egation
enphasi eed, however, that innovations and changes nust take place within

exi sting budget resources.

69. Qhers who found the Yearbook to be a hel pful and conprehensive source of
information about the United Nations expressed the hope that the probl ens
associated with its tinely publication could be resolved early, along the
lines suggested in the reconmendations. That would allow the broad nunber of
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specialists and researchers who woul d benefit fromit to be able to use it
more productively.

70.  Many del egations supported the proposals by the external publisher on the
backl og. One del egation also urged the Departnent to undertake the necessary
adm ni strative neasures in order to ensure the continued retention of a viable
Prof essional team capable of producing the required text. Additionally,
further interdepartmental consultations should be vigorously pursued in order
to encourage contributions by all relevant departnents.

71.  Several delegations paid a tribute to the work of the information
Products Division on its production of video cassettes and docunentaries on
issues facing the United Nations. Many menbers of the Committee expressed
appreciation for the video which was shown early in the session entitled
"United Nations for a Better Future". Delegations were very supportive of the
Department's ongoing efforts to nodernise its communication technol ogi es at
Headquarters and in the field, which they considered a matter of priority.

72.  Sonme del egations enphasized the inportance of tailoring audio-visua
messages to suit the cultural differences of their target audiences. In that
regard, one del egation suggested that assistance coul d be sought fromregiona
conmmi ssi ons and organi zations. Another del egation stressed that for the
devel oping countries, radio was still the nost efficient neans of

communi cation, particularly as it reached more people than print or visual
media. That del egation suggested close collaboration between nationa

tel evi si on organi zations and United Nations television.

73.  Another del egation requested that some assessnent be made of the
feasibility of sending radio and television material directly to

broadcasters. That del egation also wanted to explore the possibility of
produci ng a | anguage version of "UN in Action" and "Wrld Chronicle" and woul d
like to initiate the devel opnent of television nagazines. That delegation
also informed the Coomittee that a nunmber of publishing houses in his country
were cooperating with the Departnent on a regular basis in publishing research
materials and documents ofthe United Nations in their official |anguage

That del egation as well as others wel coned the fact that the Departnent was
carrying out a world-wide survey on the use of its radio progranmmes. It
expressed the hope that the results of the survey would add to new

devel opments in that field of United Nations information activities.

74. A nunber of del egations spoke of the inportance of the radio programres
of the Department in their regions of the world. In that context, one

del egation asked for the inclusion of the Nepali | anguage, while another
called for a morestable and regular arrangement for the production of U du
radi o programes.

75. One del egation expressed its concern at the termnation of the weekly
tel evision programme, which it regarded as a good cost-effective production.
That del egation expressed the hope that an arrangenment coul d be worked out
with the Departnment to restore the programre

76. One del egation denounced the radi o and tel evision aggression which one

State was carrying outagainst its country and referred to the decision of the
I nternational Frequency Registration Board which considered illegitimte the
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transm ssions of a television channel in violation of the sovereignty of the
radi o electric space of that country. That representative expressed the view
that United Nations information programes produced for his country shoul d
concentrate on problens of devel opment faced by those who lived in the third
world. In that regard, that representative suggested that information related
to indebtedness should be dissemnated in creditor countries.

77.  One del egation representing several others asked for the issuance of
"press rel eases containing General Assenbly resolutions and decisions to be
published in Arabic as well as in English and French.

78. Commenting on the assessment of needs for technical assistance to radio
stations that are broadcasting or willing to broadcast to South Africa, 4/ one
representative expressed strong disappointnent that the Secretary-Ceneral in
his report to the Conmttee had shifted the responsibility of finding the
required funds to the front-line States, instead of comng up with the
allocation of funds as was requested during the |last session of the Conmittee.

79. Some del egations comended the Department for the work done to bring to
the world' s consciousness the economc plight of the African continent through
the United Nations Programme of Action for African Econom ¢ Recovery and

Devel opnent 1986-1990 (General Assenbly resolution S-1312, annex). In that
regard, the publication Africa Recovery continued to play an invaluable role
in that regard. The Departnent was, however, urged to deploy further efforts
at wider circulation of the publication.

80. Some del egations enphasized the inmportance of the Department's training
programe for broadcasters and journalists from devel opi ng countri es.

81. (One delegation strongly supported the activities of the United Nations
Correspondents' Association and urged the Departnent to extend all facilities
to Association nmenbers in the discharge of their professional duties.

R82. Another representative congratul ated the Department on its encouragenent
of the pronotion of women Professional staff in the Departnent. That

del egation noted that the United Nations must be in the lead in that area of
human endeavour.

83. Several del egations were encouraged by the initial results of the

wor | d-wi de opinion polling programme which gave Menber States someidea of the
| evel of awareness of the United Nations in various menber countries. One

del egation suggested that the Department could explore the possibility of
conducting opinion surveys on the benefits of United Nations activities,
particularly in the econonmic, social, humanitarian and simlar progranmes

i mpl emented by the United Nations systemin devel oping countries. In that
connection, another del egation suggested that the Programme Eval uation and
Communi cati ons Research Unit had a vital role to play in research on

di ssemination of information nmaterials and on whether that material reached
the end users. Yet another del egation suggested that the scope of the polling
exerci se should be expanded and undertaken on a continuous basis, with a view
to ensuring the optinal use of the Department's resources.

84. Sone del egations urged the Departnent to undertake further efforts with
regard to equitable geographical distribution of posts. In that context, one
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del egation suggested that the situation of a country being underrepresented,
which often led to non-representation, should be avoided. That

representative, whose country was still underrepresented, expressed

di sappoi ntment that his country's efforts to have nationals recruited both
within the Department and Secretariat-wi de had not met with the necessary
under st andi ng. He suggested that the w dest possible recruitment was the best
means of enriching the Organieation

85. At the closing of the debate, the Under-Sacretary-Ceneral for Public
Information provided additional information on the work of the Departnent and
responses to specific questions raised by del egations. She'was very
appreciative of the many conplinents that had been paid to her and to the
staff of the Departnent; noting that all conmrents made whether conplinmentary
or critical served to inspire the Departnent to becone an even nore exficient
and effective instrunent for pronoting the goals of the Organization and for
di ssemnating information about its work and its purposes anong the various
audi ences around the world.

86. Responding to the various questions raised on the United Nations
information centres, the Under-Secretary-General said she |ooked forward to
further discussions with Benin, Poland and Yenen regarding the opening of new
information centres in their capitals. Requests for centres in Costa Rica and
Bul garia woul d be subject to further review in conpliance with the established
gui delines and the wi shes of the Conmttee on Infornation.

87. Wth regard to coverage of one country by a centre, physically located in
another capital, the Under-Secretary-Ceneral noted that the comments nade by
the representatives of Argentina and Janai ca woul d encourage the Departnent to
try to explore with UNDP and interested Governnents the possibility of

out posting of information assistants who coul d be professionally supported by
the Departnent and adm nistratively supervised by UNDP

88. The Departnent renmained at the disposal of the Conmittee with regard to
the issue of the location of information centres. However, on the points

rai sed regarding the appointment of directors from devel oping countries to
centres |located in devel oped countries, the Under-Secretary-CGeneral noted that
the Departnent had broken fresh ground. The centre directors at Brussels
Madrid, Paris, Sydney, Tokyo and the United Nations Infornmation Services,
CGeneva were all citizens of developing countries: that therefore neant that 6
out of 12 directors located in industrialized countries came from devel opi ng
countries. On the other hand, 2 nationals of devel oped countries served in
the 25 devel oping countries where there were full-tine directors. The

Under - Secret ary- General enphasi zed that the appointnent of centre directors
was subject to consultations with the host country.

89. Arrangenents for host-country contributions towards financing of the
centres were part of the agreements reached between the Department and each
country in which an information centre operated. Gven the Organisation's
financial constraints, the Under-Secretary-General expressed the view that
such arrangements continued to be necessary. In that regard, she was
appreciative of the efforts of the Governnment of Burundi regarding the

prem ses of the centre there
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90. The Under- Secretary-Ceneral assured del egations that information centres
headed by UNDP resident representatives had al ways been and would continue to
be under the direct admnistration and management of the Department.

91. Recognizing that there were differences in the performance of individua
centres, the Under-Secretary-Ceneral observed that they were due mainly to the
prof essional experience of all staff and to the prevailing conditions in the
region. In that regard, she assured the Conmittee that the Departnent had no
problemw th the centre at Bujunbura and saw no need for additiona

recruitment.

92. Responding to comments nmade by the representatives of Bangladesh and the
United Republic of Tanzania, the Under-Secretary-Ceneral noted that the
ceiling on Professional posts which had been inposed on the Department
(including the Centres Division) had prevented the Departnent from placing
internationally recruited full-tinme Directors as the Departnent or Governments
mght wish. In that regard, the Department was trying to cope with that
situation by strengthening the role of the local staff and by establishing a
more systematic briefing procedure for UNDP resident representatives.

93. Concerning the information centre in Khartoum the Under-Secretary-Genera
noted that the Departnent had not only been able to naintain a full-time
director, but also was able to nmeet its information requirements despite the
difficult situation in that country over th= past three years. |Its activities
had been well received and appreciated by governnent officials,

94, Regarding the termnation of the weekly television programme in the
Phi i ppi nes, The UN Hour broadcast, the Departnent woul d be happy to
facilitate its resunption. However, the Under-Secretary-General noted that
anong other things, a producer in the Philippines would be required and
funding for such an endeavour woul d have to be provided externally.

95. Concerning the centre at Dhaka, Bangl adesh, the Under-Secretary-Genera
i ndi cated that according to information received fromthe UNDP Resi dent
Representative who served as the centre Director, the centre at Dhaka had
never been nore active and its information to |ocal sources was w dely
publicized. The Department had |earned that the |ocal staff nember
responsi bl e for disssemnation of information had left the Service; the
Department had initiated action to ensure that a well-qualified information
assi stant woul d be appointed as soon as possi bl e.

96. The Under-Secretary-CGeneral expressed appreciation for the remarks of the
representative of Lebanon and assured himthat the Departnent woul d endeavour
to provide the necessary post now that the security situation there had
greatly inproved.

97. Wth regard to centre activities in the field of radio production, the
Under - Secret ary- General expressed appreciation to the representative of
Burundi and assured himthat the Department woul d give serious consideration
to his proposal. That included his suggestion for nore direct cooperation
bet ween national television organizations and United Nations television

98. Responding to references made by the representative of Mexico on the
level of activities of the centre in Mxico Cty, the Under-Secretary-Genera
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noted that the Centre Director had been called upon fromtine to time by the
Secretary-Ceneral to provide tenporary assistance to mssions in Centra
American countries, such as N caragua and El Salvador. The Departnent had
prepared a distinct information programme relating to peace-keeping m ssions
in Central Anerica as in other areas, but that had never been financially
feasible at the tine; hence the Secretary-General drew on the the Centre
Director in Mexico City. Nevertheless, the Departnent would continue to
strive for a separation of peace mssions and the ensuring of the standard
expected of the Centre's day-to-day performance. She further enphasized that
the Departnment was aware of the need for a distinct information conponent and
expressed the hope that the Commttee would help the Department to press for
maki ng the financial neans available for such m ssions.

99. Responding to the remarks of the representatives of Ecuador and Peru
that the Latin American region was overlooked in the activities of the
Departnent as reflected in her opening speech to the Commttee on Information,
the Under-Secretary-General assured all the representatives of the countries
of the Latin American region that the information programre in the field of
international drug abuse control was one of the priorities of her Departnent.
She informed representatives that feature series and backgrounders had been
produced on the 1988 United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances, 8/ the economc inpact of drug
trafficking, law enforcement, environnmentally safe eradication of illict drug
crops and the treatment and rehabilitation of drug users, anobng many ot her
related subjects. Related public service announcements were being placed in
maj or international news magazines and a travelling photo exhibition on the
subj ect was being planned. She also noted that one third of the Departnent's
"UN in Action" programmes contained material of interest to Latin Anerican
countries on a w de range of subjects such as debt, environnental degradation,
poverty in urban centres and crine.

100. Concerning the issue that there had been no centre created in Latin
Anerica and the Caribbean since 1962, the Under-Secretary-General clarified
that three centres had been created in Latin Anerica and the Caribbean after
1962: at La Paz, Managua and Panama City.

101. The Departnent's willingness to expand its collaboration wth Soviet
television stations was expressed. Wth regard to the production of
programmes in the Nepali | anguage, the Under-Secretary-General also noted that
the Departnment would be willing to expand further wherever possible and
feasible, United Nations broadcasting in additional |anguages.

102. She also assured the representative of Pakistan that the Departnent woul d
be |l ooking into ways of providing a nore direct service to Radi o Pakistan
bearing in mnd a timely dispatch of that programre.

103. The Under- Secretary-Ceneral acknow edged that for the Asial/Pacific region
the Departnent was not neeting the actual or theoretical md-point for
representation of different regions within its staff, according to Secretariat
standard. The Under-Secretary-CGeneral affirmed that she was currently
intensifying her efforts to convince delegations to submt suitable

candi dates - particularly women fromthat region - for externally advertised
vacanci es which nmight arise in the near future. She encouraged Governments to
nom nate wonen, especially fromthe regions of Eastern Europe and the Mddle
East, Where the representation of the gender was bel ow average
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104. Wth regard to the Secretary-Ceneral's report on the Yearbook of the
United Nations, 5/ the Under-Secretary-Ceneral said she was encouraged by the
support of delegations for the recommendations in the report. The Department
woul d make every effort to inplement the proposals, wthout further delay or
financial inplications to the Department.

105. The Under- Secretary-General expressed appreciation for del egations'
coments on the Department's worl d-wi de public opinion polling programre about
the United Nations. She noted that those comments woul d be taken by the
Departnent as encouragenment to continue its endeavours in assessing |evels of
awar eness and know edge about the Organization. Polls were planned for the
current year in Brazil, Cuba, Senegal and Japan; one in Zinbabwe was currently
under Way. She also indicated that she would take up with the agencies of the
Joint United Nations Information Committee the suggestion put forward by the
del egation of Sri Lanka regarding the possibility of opinion surveys on the
benefits of United Nations activities, particularly with regard to economic,
social and hunanitarian programres.

106. Appreciation was expressed for the support of a nunber of delegations
regarding the Departnment's need for maxinumflexibility. The

Under - Secretary- General al so expressed the view that she favoured any
pragmatic and informal approach for ongoing inter-sessional exchange between
the Departnment and the Conmittee on Information regarding the Departnent's
activities.

2. Preparation and adoption of the report of the Committee
to the General Assenblv at its forty-sixth session

107. As indicated in paragraph 2 above, the Commttee on Information
establ i shed a working group and conducted further consultations through the
spokesman of the regional groups, the Goup of 77 and China

108. At its 9th nmeeting, on 19 April 1991, the Committee consi dered
recommendations of the working group, which contained draft resolutions to be
submtted to the General Assenbly. The Chairman read the text of an anendnent
to part B, paragraph (e) of the draft report, arrived at on the basis of
consultations with interested delegations. The amendment was then approved by
the Conmittee by consensus
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V. RECOMMENDATI ONS OF THE COW TTEE TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AT I TS FORTY-SI XTH SESSI ON

109. The Conmittee decided, by consensus, to reconmend to the General Assenbly
the adoption of the follow ng draft resol utions:

Draft resolution |

Information in service of humanity

The General Assenbly

Urges that all countries, organizations of the United Nations systemasa
whol e and all others concerned, reaffirmng their commtment to the principles
of the Charter of the United Nations and to the principles of freedomof the
press and freedomof information, as well as to those of the independence,
pluralismand diversity of the nedia, deeply concerned by the disparities
exi sting between devel oped and devel opi ng countries and the consequences of
every kind arising fromthose disparities that affect the capability of the
public, private or other media and individuals in devel oping countries to
di sseminate information and communicate their views and their cultural and
et hi cal val ues through endogenous cultural production, as well as to ensure
the diversity of sources of and their free access to information, recognizing
the call in this context for what in the United Nations and at various
international foruns has been termed "a new world infornmation and
communi cation order, seen as an evolving and continuous process", should

(a) Cooperate and interact with a view to reducing existing disparities
ininformation flows at all levels by increasing assistance for the
devel opment of communi cation infrastructures and capabilities in devel oping
countries, with due regard for their needs and the priorities attached to such
areas by those countries, and in order to enable themand the public, private
or other nmedia in developing countries to develop their own infornmation and
communi cation policies freoly and independently and increase the participation
of media and individuals in the conmunication process, and to ensure a free
flow of information at all Ievels;

{b) Ensure for journalists the free and effective performance of their
prof essional tasks and condemm resolutely all attacks against them

(¢) Provide support for the continuation and strengthening of practica
training programmes for broadcasters and journalists frompublic, private and
other nedia in devel oping countri es:

(d) Enhance regional efforts and cooperation anong devel oping countries,
as wel |l as cooperation between devel oped and devel oping countries, to
strengt hen communi cation capacities and to inprove the media infrastructure
and communi cation technology in the devel oping countries, especially in the
areas of training anddissemnation of information;

(e) Alm in addition to bilateral cooperation, at providing all possible

support and assistance to the devel oping countries and the nedia, public,
private or other, in the developing countries, with due regard to their
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interests and needs in the field of information and to action already adopted
within the United Nations system including

(i) The devel opment of the human and technical resources that are
I ndi spensable for the inprovenent of information and comunication
systems in devel oping countries and support for the continuation and
strengthening of practical training programres, such as those
al ready operating under both public and private auspices throughout
t he devel oping world;

(i1) The creation of conditions that will enable devel oping countries and
the nedia, public, private or other, in developing countries, to
have, by using their national and regional resources, the
conmmuni cation technology suited to their national needs, as well as
the necessary programme material, especially for radio and
tel evision broadcasting;

(iii) Assistance in establishing and pronoting tel ecommunication |inks at
the subregional, regional and interregional |evels, especially anong
devel oping countries;

(iv) The facilitation, as appropriate, of access by the devel oping
countries to advanced conmuni cation technol ogy avail able on the open
mar ket ;

(£) Provide full support for the International Programme for the

Devel opment of Communi cation of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, which should support both public and private nedia

Draft resolution II

United Nations public information volicies and activities

The Ceneral Assenbly

L. Calls upon the Secretary-Ceneral, in respect of United Nations
public information policies and activities, to inplement the follow ng
reconmmendations, in accordance with relevant United Nations resol utions:

(2) The United Nations system as a whole should cooperate in a concerted
manner, through its information services and the coordination of the Joint
United Nations Information Commttee, in pronoting a nore conprehensive and
realistic image of the activities and potential of the United Nations system
inall its endeavours, in accordance with the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations, with particular enphasis on the creation of a
climate of confidence, the strengthening of multilateralismand the pronotion
of the devel opnent activities in the united Nations system
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(b) Reaffirming the primary role of the General Assenbly in elaborating,
coordinating and harmonizing United Nations policies and activities in the
field of information, the Secretary-General is requested to ensure that the
activities of the Departnent of Public Information of the Secretariat, as the
focal point of the public information tasks of the United Nations, are
strengthened and inproved, keeping in view the purposes and principles of the
Charter, the priority areas defined by the Assenbly and the recommendations of
the Conmittee on Infornation, so as to ensure an objective and nore coherent
coverage of, as well as better know edge about, the United Nations and its
work. The Secretary-Ceneral should ensure that the Department of Public
I nformation

(i) Cooperates nore regularly with the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, especially at the working
level, with a viewto maximzing the contribution of the Departnent
to the efforts of the organization: and expresses interest in the
continuation of the practice of a conprehensive statement by a
representative of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cul tural Oganization at each substantive session of the Commttee
on Information

(i1) Enhances its cooperation with news agencies of and in the devel oping
countries, in particular the News Agencies Pool of Non-Aligned
Countries, the Eco-Pool of the News Agencies of Non-Aligned
Countries and the Broadcasting Organization of Non-Aligned
Countries, as well as with other news agencies and intergovernnenta
and regional organizations:

(iii) Continues to dissemnate, in coordination with the information
services of other relevant agencies, information about United
Nations activities pertaining, inter alia, to?

a. International peace and security:

b. Di sar manent :

C. Peace- keepi ng operations:

d. Decolonization and the situation in the Non-Self-Governing

Territories, in the light of the International Decade for the
Eradi cation of Colonialism

e. The elimnation of foreign occupation
f. Human rights:
g. The elimnation of all forms of racial discrimnation,

h. The advancenent of the statws of wonen and their role in
soci ety:

1 The probl ens of econom ¢ and social devel opnent, as well as

international economc cooperation ainmed at resolving external
debt probl ens:
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j. The least devel oped countries:

K. The environnent and devel opnent ;

1. The canpai gn against terrorismin all its forms, bearing in
mnd CGeneral Assenbly resolution 40s61 of 9 Decenber 1985:

m.  The international fight against drug abuse and illicit
trafficking;

(iv) Doesits utnost to dissemnate widely and to publicize the United

(V)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

Nat i ons Progranme of Action for African Econonmi ¢ Recovery and

Devel opnent 1986-1990 and the tremendous efforts of the African
countries towards recovery and devel opnent, as well as the positive
response by the international conmunity to alleviate the serious
econom ¢ situation prevailing in Africa:

Enhances the effectiveness of its activities and the di ssem nation
of information on United Nations activities against the policies and
practices of apartheid, giving due attention to the unilatera
measures and official censorship inposed on the |ocal and
international nedia with regard to all aspects of that issue:

Continues to dissemnate information about activities of the United
Nations directed at a conprehensive, just and |asting solution of
international conflicts by exclusively peaceful neans, as
highlighted in the Secretary-Ceneral's report on the work of the
Organi zat i on;

Continues to cover all United Nations activities pertaining to the
situation in the Mddle East and the question of Palestine in
particular, and current developnents in that region, and report
thereon to the Conmttee on Information at its fourteenth session,
in 1992:

In situations requiring inmedi ate and special response, provides the
necessary level of information support for the activities of the
United Nations;

(¢c) The Departnent of Public Information should continue its efforts in
pronoting an informed understanding of the work and purposes of the United
Nat i ons system anong the peoples of the world and in strengthening tha image
of the United Nations systemas a whole and, in this connection, it is
recomrended that the Secretary-General should ensure that the Departnent:

(i) Continues to maintain consistent editorial independence and accuracy

in reporting all the naterial that it produces, taking necessary
measures to ensure that its output contains adequate, objective and
equitabl e information about issues before the O ganization
reflecting divergent opinions where they occur;
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(i)

(i)

(iv)

(viii)

(ix)

(x)

(xi)

(xii)

Continues to apply, in the context of the reviewof its role

performance and nethods of work, appropriate nmodern technol ogies for
the col l ection, production, storage, dissemnation and distribution
of information materials, including the use of satellite facilities;

Consi ders expandi ng the programe of tel ephone news bulletins that
are paid for by its users;

Continues its cooperation with those countries which have expressed
readi ness to assist the United Nations in resum ng short-wave
broadcasts through their respective national networks free of charge
and encour ages expansion of such a type of cooperation with those
devel oped and devel opi ng countries having recognized capabilities in
this field:

Takes adequate neasures to resume the taped radi o progranmes, which
it has tenporarily curtailed, if so requested by broadcasting
stations;

Continues its briefing, assistance and orientation programre for
broadcasters and journalists from devel oping countries focused on
United Nations-related issues;

Provi des, on thebasis of its activities, information to the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation about new
forns of cooperation, at the regional and subregional |evels, for
the training of media professionals and for the inprovenent of the
information and comuni cation infrastructure of devel oping countries:

Cooperates with educational institutions of Member States and with
educators and education policy nmakers, informng them about United
Nations activities:

Considers as of the forty-sixth session of the CGeneral Assenbly, the
publication, in the Arabic and Spanish | anguages, of the annua

press release containing the resolutions and decisions, and the
results of the voting adopted by the General Assenbly, after each
annual session of the CGeneral Assenbly;

Ensures adequate daily coverage of United Nations open neetings in
the two working | anguages of the Secretariat, reflecting the views
of all delegations with accuracy and objectivity. The Departnent
shoul d al so continue to cooperate closely wth and provide
assistance to nenbers of the United Nations Correspondents'
Association, taking into account their needs and requirenents
especially in the area of press releases, press conferences and
briefings, which provide themwth basic information for reporting;

Uses the official |anguages of the United Nations adequately in its
witten and audi o-visual materials and nakes bal anced use of the two
working languages of the Secretariat;

Ensures timely distribution of it.s material to subscribers and to
Uni ted Nations information centres:

-26-~



(d) The Department of Public Information should produce and distribute
its publications in a timely manner

(i) The inprovement in format and printing of the UN Chronicle is
wel cone. The Departnent is encouraged to continue to consider the
interest of specific target audiences as it formulates its editoria

policies; and take action to expand its circulation in order to make
it easily accessible;

(ii) Notes the report of the Secretary-General on the Yearbook of the
United Nations and shares the assessment of the Secretary-Cenera
regardi ng unacceptabl e delays in the publication of the Yearbook.
The Conmittee recomends continuation of the Yearbook and stresses
the continuing inmportance of maintaining the strict editoria
i ndependence, objectivity and conprehensiveness of the Yearbook and
requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assenbly at
its forty-sixth session on the progress achieved in the

i mpl ementation of the report, particularly as regards paragraphs 66
and 67,

{(e) Taking note of the Secretary-General's report of 15 February 1991
and recalling his report on assistance to those front-line States broadcasting
or willing to broadcast to South Africa, requests the Secretary-Ceneral to
assist to the greatest extent possible, those front-line States in pursuing

their concerns in the |ight of paragraph 6 of the Secretary-General's report
of 15 February 1991;

(£f) The Secretary-Ceneral is urged to continue his effortstosecure a

sound and stable financial basis for the publications Development Forum and
Africa Recovery:

(g) It is recognized that United Nations information centres constitute
an inmportant neans of dissemnating infornmation about the United Nations anong
the people of the world. Therefore, the Department shoul d conduct periodic
eval uation of the efficiency of each centre in dissenmnating information about
the United Nations, through the national media, infornation and educational
institutions and non-governnmental organizations. The evaluation should be
used by the Commttee to develop a broad franework in relation to the range of
functions of the centres taking into account the United Nations resources, and
requi rements of the regions

(h) The Departnent should coordinate closely with other field offices of
the United Nations system, particularly those of the United Nations
Devel opment  Programme, in order to avoid duplication of work, taking into
account the functional autonomythatthe United Nations information centres
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should have. In this respect, the Departnent should, in countries where no
local United Nations information centre exists, ensure that adequate
information about the United Nations is provided. In addition, the Departnent
shoul d develop a framework for coordinating the information work carried out
by the United Nations offices and officers serving in those countries where no
United Nations irformation centre exists;

(i) Recognizing that the United Nations information centres have been
call ed upon to undertake tasks beyond their specific nmandate upon the request
of other organizations in the system the Departnment should make every effort,
where this is felt necessary, to seek reinbursement so that it can carry out
the tasks without inpairing its effectiveness in its specific duties:

(3) Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to study ways of ensuring a
qual itative bal ance among United Nations information centres all over the
world with respect to the discharge of their responsibilities, budget
allocations for such centres, the deploynment of resources, and services of
specialists in the field of information, and to report to the Conmttee on
Information at its fourteenth session

(k) Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report to the Conmttee on
Information at all sessions of the Conmttee on the budget of each of the
United Nations information centres, including detailed information on the
| evel of assistance being provided by the host countries;

(1) Taking note of the request for the enhancing of the United Nations
information centres in Tehran, Dar es Sal aam Dhaka and Bujumbura, the
Committee On Information recomrends that the Department of Public Information
provi de the necessary professionals and equi pnent where necessary:

(m) The Commttee on Information recommends that, pending fina
di scussions with the Secretariat, the General Assenbly consider approval of
th=establishment of a new United Nations information centre in San'a, Yemen
The Commttee takes note of the requests of Costa Rica and Bulgaria to have
i nformation conponents in their countries;

(n) Stressing the need for coordinating the information activities of
the United Nations system and recognizing the inportant role that the Joint
United Nations Information Committee plays in that regard, the Departnent of
Public Information is encouraged to continue its active participation in the
work of the Commttee;

(o) Taking into account the conclusion reached at the sixteenth session
of the Joint United Nations Information Commttee that the environnent woul d
presently constitute the highest priority issue suitable for inter-agency
cooperation, the Departnent of Public Information should further pursue
di scussion of the inplenmentation of a systemw de information programe for
the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel oprent;

(p) 1t is recognised that free distribution of materials is necessary in
the public information activities of the United Nations. However, as demands
i ncrease and whenever it is desirable and possible, the Departnent of Public
I nformation should actively encourage the sale of its naterials;
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(g) In view of the inportance of radi o programmes in devel opi ng
countries, the Secretary-Ceneral is requested to enhance the efficiency of and
to ensure full programre delivery by all regional radio units, nanely, the
African, Asian, Caribbean, European, Latin Anerican and Mddle Eastern Units
and the Anti-Apartheid Programres Section, including production of radio
programmes called for by General Assenbly resolution 38782 B of
15 Decenber 1983

() All reports by the Secretary-Ceneral, as well as by representatives
of the Departnent of Public Information, to the Cormittee on Information and
to the General Assenbly, in particular on new programes or on the expansion
of existing programes, should contain

(i) Detailed information on the output of the Departnent on each topic
included in its work programre, which forns the basis of its
programme budget ;

(i1) The costs of the activities undertaken on each topic:

(iii) Adequate information on target audiences, end-use of the products of
the Departnent and anal ysis of feedback data received by it;

(iv) A statenent detailing the priority level that the Secretary-Cenera
has attached to current or future activities of the Departnent in
docunents dealing with such activities;

(v) Evaluation by the Department of the effectiveness of its different
programmes and activities, with particular reference to the need
constantly to review internal programre el ements and activities;

(s) In order to facilitate continued contact between the Departnent of
Public Information and the Conmttee on Information between sessions, it is
recomrended that the Bureau of the Committee on Infornmation, together with
representatives of each regional group and China, in close contact with
menbers of the Committee on Information should neet, as required, and consult
at periodic intervals with the Departnent of Public Infornmation;

2. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to inplenent the recommendations
relating to the activities of the Department of Public Information in
accordance with the budgetary procedures as approved by the General Assenbly
inits resolution 417213 of 19 Decenber 1986, 42s211 of 21 Decenber 1987,
437213 of 21 Decenber 1988 and 447200 B of 21 Decenber 1989, 45/254 of
21 Decenber 1990 and taking into account the priorities set by the Assenbly;

3. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report to the Committee on
Information at its fourteenth session in 1992 on the inplenentation of a
systemw de information progranmme for the 1992 United Nations Conference on
Environment and Devel opnent;

4. Eurther requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report to the Conmittee on
Information at its fourteenth session in 1992 on the activities of the
Departnment of Public Information and on the inplementation of the
recomendati ons contained in the present resolution;
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5. Invites Menber States to submit observations and suggestions by
1 February 1992 to the Secretary-Ceneral, on ways and nmeans of furthering the
devel opment of communication infrastructures and capabilities in devel oping
countries, with a view to consolidating recent experience in the field of
international cooperation ainmed at enabling the devel oping countries to
devel op their own information and communi cation capacities, freely and
i ndependently, and further requests the Secretary-General to report thereon to
the Coomittee on Information at its fourteenth session;

6. Urge8 the Committee on Information through its Bureau and the
representatives of each regional group and China, to work in-close contact
with the Joint United Nations Information Conmttee in order to facilitate
United Nations information system cooperation and coordination in informng
the peoples of the world of the Organization's ainms and activities; also
requests the Secretary-General to submt reports of the Joint United Nations
Informati on Conmittee to the consecutive sessions of the Cormittee on
| nformation;

7. Further reauests the Secretary-General to report to the Genera
Assenmbly at its forty-seventh session on the inplenmentation of the present
resol ution;

8. Requests the Committee on Information to report to the Genera
Assenbly at its forty-seventh session

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-seventh
session the itementitled "Questions relating "to information".

110. Also at its 9th neeting, the Commttee decided, by consensus, to
recomrend to the General Assenbly the adoption of the follow ng draft decision:

Draft decision

Invfease'in the membership of the Committee on Information
111. The General Assenbly decides to increase the menbership of the Commttee

on Information from78 to 79 nenbers and decides to appoint Burkina Faso as a
menber of the Commttee on Information
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V.  STATEMENTS FOLLOW NG ADCPTI ON OF THE RECOMVENDATI ONS

112. The representative of Costa Rica expressed her reservations regarding the
second sentence of operative paragraph 1 (m) of draft resolution II. The

del egati on woul d have preferred the sentence to read as follows: "The

Conmi ttee recommends al so, that the requests of Costa Rica and Bulgaria be
consi dered for the establishnent of information centres in those countries**.

113. The representatives of Bulgaria requested in the same connection that the
term*'information conponent"” shoul d have been replaced by the word
*'information centres".

114. The representative of Iran called attention to the report of the
Secretary-General on the question of Palestine. 3/ He noted that another
expression was used in this docunent contrary to the recent Secretariat
conventional practice referring to the current geographical situation
describing the waterways fromlran to the Persian Qulf as "the Persian Qulf",
wherever it appears in its documentation. He requested that a correction of
these errors be published.

115. The representative of Cuba requested that his delegation's position
shoul d be placed on record with regards to differentiation made between

resol utions which were adopted by consensus and those that were not. That
del egation noted that once decisions had been adopted, no matter what the
machi nery, they were resolutions of the General Assenbly. He noted further
that a decision or resolution adopted by a vote or by consensus shoul d have
equal weight. He said the Conmittee on Information therefore should try to
ensure that selective treatment of resolutions should no |onger be in effect.

116. The Chai rman announced that the next neeting of the Committee was
scheduled for 30 March to 16 April 1992.

\ot es

17 Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Thirtv-fifth Session,
Supplement No. 21 (A/35/21), annex, sect. V.

2/ Ibid., Thirty-sixth Session. Supplement No. 21 (A/36/21); ibid.
Thirtv-seventh Session. Supplement No. 21 (A/37/21 and Corr.l): ibid.
Thirtv-eighth Session, Sunnlenent No. 21 (A/38/21 and Corr.l1 and 2); ibid,
Thirty-ninth Sesgion. Supplement No. 21 (A/39/21); ibid., Fortieth Session,
Sunnl enent No. 21 (A/40/21); ibid., Forty-first Session, Supplenment No. 21
(A41/21): ibid., Forty-second Session, Sunnlenent N@1 (A/42/21); ibid.,
Forty-third Session, Supplement No, 21 (A/43/21); ibid., Forty-fourth Session
Supplement No. 21 (A 44/21).

3/ A/AC.198/1991/4.

4/ A/AC.198/1991/5,

5/ A/AC.198/1991/6.
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ANNEX |

Statement by the Chairman of the Committee on Information at
the openinag of its thirteenth session

It is a pleasure and an honour for me to be in New York again, this tine
as Chairman of the Conmittee on Information.

| am pleased to find nyself anmobng the many friends with whom | have
worked for years to ensure that this inmportant Conmittee performs its mandate
effectively and efficiently.

Above all, | should like to thank the nenbers of the Committee on
Information for having placed their trust in me by electing meas Chairnman.
hope | will not disappoint them and | shall try to interpret your w shes

faithfully at all tines.

| should like to congratulate the other officers of the Committee on
their election. | amsure that we will all work together as a team and
cooperate in an effective, efficient and friendly manner.

In keeping with tradition, 3 should like to assure the
Under - Secretary-General for Public Information, Mrs. Thérése Paquet-Sévigny,
and the nenbers of the Department of Public Information that the officers of
the Committee will be at your entire disposal. | already know that | can
count on the pernmanent support and assistance of the menbers of the
Secretariat.

| should also |like to welcomethe four new nmenbers of the Conmittee on
Information. The participation of Czechoslovakia, Iran, Janmaica and Uruguay
as of this thirteenth session gives the Cormmittee even nore standing.

East year, 1990, was an inportant year for the Conmttee on |nformation.
At its twelfth session, the Conmittee nmade substantial progress which is bound
to facilitate our future work.

| do not intend to dwell on the past; | have comehere ready to |l ook to
the future and to continue building on the achi evenents and progress of recent
years.

| believe that an inmportant chapter in the debate on the new world
i nformation and comuni cation order was closed in 1990 and shoul d not be
r e- opened.

The Committee on Information has many specific issues to deal with and
these mustbe the central focus of the information debate in the comng
years. The 1990 consensus nust' be used to achieve tangible results
benefiting, in particular, countries mostdi sadvantaged in the areas of
informati on and communication. The Conmittee nust al so deal systematically
with those areas of its nandate related to the Departnent of Public
| nformation.
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In our work, we must focus on analysing specific issues and try to detect
specific problems and opportunities existing in the sphere of the Departnent
of Public Information. Mre specifically, | believe that our challenge is to
wor k out practical reconmendations really benefiting those countries whose
information and comuni cation structures are nost deficient.

All areas of the Departnent perform noteworthy functions which are
mutual |y reinforcing and must be anal ysed as a whole. However, | should |ike
to refer to one area in particular, not because it is nore inportant than the
others but because of its inmpact on the Department's budget. -The United
Nations information centres are one of the cornerstones of not only the
Department but also the United Nations as a whole. The 67 centres currently
in operation around the world are having to fulfil an increasingly inportant
function and it is therefore necessary and inportant that all Governnents
shoul d continue to support them In this connection, it would be extrenely
useful if thecentres could receive financial support from all Governnents, as
this would greatly facilitate their operation

Anot her topic which the Commttee ought to tackle in order to make a
definite contribution is that of the information and communication
infrastructures of developing countries. (Qoviously, the Conmttee on
I nformation nust not duplicate UNESCO or the International Programme for the
Development of Communi cation. However, it would be useful if the Conmmttee
were to identify those specific areas in which the Department of Public
Information can hel p countries whose information and communi cation
infrastructures are most deficient. It would also be useful if countries
which are in a position to provide technical or financial inputs were to
cooperate in this effort. This would nmake it possible to make progress on
specific issues and reap tangible benefits w thout inposing a further
budget ary burden on the Departnent or redirecting funds away from ot her
programmes.  Accordingly, | formally invite countries to nake known, for
instance through their regional spokespersons, their concerns and problens and
al so their genuine desire to cooperate in solving them Let us not |ook for
magi c, instant solutions: let us begin to work on specific issues, aimng at
all tinmes for cooperation and understanding.

Anot her issue which 1 feel bound to raise here is that of
reconmendat i ons. In recent years, considerable progress has been nade towards
drafting fewer, nore specific reconmendations. | think that the Conmittee
shoul d continue on this course and gradually try to present to the Genera
Assenbly recommrendati ons which are even more specific, containing viable
guidelines for the functioning of the Department of Public Information. In
the past, the Commttee often failed to reach a consensus precisely because
its recomendations were unworkable. That is why | consider it necessary to
intensify the dialogue with the Departnent of Public Information so that we
can benefit fromthe Secretariat's technical advice at all times. W must
maximize our human and financial resources at all tines, and the Department's
I nput and cooperation are essential to this.

In this connection, the officers of the Conmttee have decided to
circulate as a working paper the reconmendations adopted |ast year. This
year , We should engage in an exercise of imagination and responsibility and
moni tor the recomendations to see which of them have been inplenented and, if
not, why not. W must show ourselves capable of self-criticism and be
prepared to discard any reconmendations which cannot be inplemented.
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The year 1990 marked the end of a chapter in the Committee’s work. It
was a difficult, arduous and often unrewarding period, but we had to yo
through it in order to overcone our differences.

Henceforth, we nust take a different approach and try to make progress on
specific issues, giving them substance and avoiding the rhetoric which so
often characterized our debates in the past.

I am convinced that this is the correct course and that the challenge is
a worthy one which the nenbers of the Conmittee are able to take up.
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ANNEX 1 |

: | he Under- S e L public |nf .

It gives ne great pleasure to wel come you on behal f of the
Secretary-Ceneral to the thirteenth session of the Committee on Information.
On behal f of the Secretariat | join you in greeting our newest menbers of the
Committee - the Byel orussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, the
Islam ¢ Republic of Iran, Jamaica and U uguay.

May | al so personally wel come you, M, Chairnan. Wth your vast
experience and active participation in the work of this Conmttee, | amsure
that the Department of Public Information will be given strong support and the
necessary guidance in its continuing efforts to advance the public information
activities of the United Nations. | wish to assure you, the Menbers of the
Bureau and the Conmittee as a whole, of ny commtment and that of ny staff, to
giving you the necessary assistance for an effective and successful session.

| shall focus in nmy statenent on an overview of the work of the
Departnent of Public Information during the inter-sessional period,
hi ghli ghting some of our nmajor endeavours. Aso, I wll introduce briefly the
reports which the Secretary-General has been called upon to present to this
Commi ttee.

We neet at an interesting juncture in history, as the climate in
international relations is rapidly inmproving. W have w tnessed the nmonentous
changes in Eastern Europe, the unification of Germany, the signs of changes in
South Africa. and the rapprochement in the global political environment, which
al l owed for adoption of resolutions on the recent situation in the Qulf. In
order to respond, in information terns, to the challenges posed by these
events, the Department has had to adjust its programmes and the linited
resources at its disposal. W have had to conply with the mandates given to
us by the General Assenbly and at the sane tine respond to |ate-breaking
events in which the Organixation has an inportant role to fulfil.

The crisis in the Gulf and the ensuing involvenent of the Security
Council resulted in a great deal of nedia attention being focused on the
United Nations. The devel opnents after the cessation of hostilities and the
l aunching of hunanitarian relief operations in the GQulf have continued to
sustain enornmous press interest. This, in turn, has kept demands on the
Departnent at an all-tine high. During the reporting period, we accredited
4,139 journalists who came to cover the neetings of the Security Council on
the Qul f crisis and the forty-fifth session of the General Assenbly, and
3,500 nedi a representatives who came to cover the World Summit for Children.

The increased press activities at Headquarters have also resulted in a
corresponding rise in the demand for services. The invasion and annexation of
Kuwait by Iraq and the resultant adoption by the Security Council of a dozen
resol uti ons between 2 August and 29 Novenber put the United Nations at the top
of the news world wide during that period. In his efforts to find a peaceful
solution to the conflict, the Secretary-General undertook two mssions to the
region - oneto Amman in August and the second to Baghdad in January. These
major news events focused press attention on the Secretary-Ceneral hinself
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The search for a cease-fire agreement and the launching of humanitarian relief
operations in the Qulf kept the news focus on the United Nations in the
post -war peri od.

The first responsibility of the Executive Media Service is to manage
press relations for the Secretary-CGeneral. Wen he is in New York, the staff
monitor his novenents in and out of Headquarters, which in recent nonths has
been necessary norning, noon and night. The press often position thenselves
at the Secretariat entrance or even at the official residence in the hope of
getting the Secretary-General to conment on the issue of the day. Qur staff
stay with him and record and transcribe any comments he makes to the press to
guard agai nst m squotation

Demand for formal interviews with the Secretary-CGeneral has increased
sharply and the Secretary-General has granted a nuch hi gher nunber of them
Again, we act as the internediary between the press and the Secretary-CGeneral,
screening these requests, advising the Secretary-General on them scheduling
the interviews and sitting in on them FromApril 1990 through
m d-January 1991, the Departnent had to process in excess of 300 requests for
formal interviews, of which the Secretary-General granted 40

When the Secretary-Ceneral travels abroad, a staff menber acconpanies
him while the rest of the staff provide support from Headquarters. The
Secretary-Ceneral is briefed regularly on world news devel opnents. Interviews
or press conferences are arranged as required. The staff nenber stays in
regul ar contact with Headquarters. From April through January this year, the
Secretary-General travelled 79 days, always acconpanied by at |east one staff
menber .

It has become the established practice for the President of the Security
Council to rely on the Spokesperson's office to handle press relations for the

Council. These functions include issuing statements on behal f of the Counci
President, informing the press of the President's activities, and publicizing
all Council neetings and consultations. In order to meet requests fromthe

media during the crisis in the @Glf, all Council proceedings, including the
activities of its Sanctions Commttee, had to be followed by our staff. Over
the last eight nonths, many staff nenbers of my Departnent have had to work
seven days a week, sonetines late into the night

The events since 2 August in the Gulf and the Wrld Sunmt for Children,
whi ch took place in new York |ast Septenber, in particular stretched to the

mxi mum t he Departnent's resources. | amproud to report that we were able
successfully to neet the enornmous demands by the media and the genera
public. | take this opportunity to place on record mydeep appreciation to

all the staff of the Department of Public Information, both at Headquarters
and abroad, who have contributed to our successful year. Qur work during the
reporting period has been characterized by extraordinary efforts and a high
degree of diligence on the part of our witers and editors, our canera people,
radio officers and photographers, our media |iaison officers and support staff
and, last but not least, by many of our colleagues in the information centres
and services.

The Department has continued to expand and strengthen its ties with nmedia
representatives in the various geographical regions of the world by conducting
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editors' roundtables at Headquarters and |aunching outreach programres for
media practitioners. In Novenber 1990, we organized in cooperation with the
Departnent for Disarmanent Affairs, a three-day editors' roundtable with
senior United Nations officials, for media representatives from 13 Asian
countries. The topics ranged fromregional political issues, such as the
situations in Afghanistan and Canbodia, to the conplex issues of disarnanent
and econonic and social questions. Preparations are now under way for a
roundtabl e at which journalists fromboth Eastern and Western Europe wl|
participate. This fall, the Departnent will once again conduct the annua
training programe for 15 broadcasters and journalists from devel opi ng
countries.

It is with satisfaction that | can report an increase in the region of
one fifth of United Nations radio and television programes broadcast by ngjor
stations around the world, since January 1990. Wrking closely with radio and
tel evi sion associations such as the African National Radio and Tel evision
Union, the International Radio and Tel evision O ganization in Europe and Asia,
and the Pacific Broadcasting Union and the Arab States Broadcasting Union in
the Mddle East, the Departnent has gained direct access to a |arge nunber of
radi o and tel evision organizations among them ORTS - Ofice de |a Radio et
Television Sénégalaise. United Nations progranmes can not only be watched
every Sunday on CNN's Wrld Report, but they will also be part of the
programm ng of NHK Japan, Soviet Television, and Senegal ese Tel evision, anmong
others. Qur electronic magazines and features service - both radio and
television - is an equal partner on a project on the *'Hstory of the Twentieth
Century"” with the largest networks world wide: ABC in the United States, NHK
in Japan and CGosteleradio in the Soviet Union. W see this as further
evi dence of the newy gained high visibility of the Organization in the world.

We distribute television materials through One Wrld Channel, which
broadcasts from Norway by satellite throughout Europe into 15 mllion homnes.
W& have nade arrangenents for "Wrld Chronicle*' , a programe originally
intended for North American audiences, to be shown also to European
audi ences. W continue to transmt on a daily basis information itens,
primarily on econonic and social matters, to the News Agencies Pool of
Non-Aligned Countries, through the Yugoslav news agency TANJUG. W are
presently arranging with another major wire service for the electronic
di ssemi nation of press releases on United Nations events through its wizce
service. This close cooperation with najor nedia organizations has becorme an
essential element of the Departnent's activities and strategies.

Information nmaterials are regularly sent to United Nations information
centres, UNDP field offices, United Nations agencies, the nmedia, diplonatic
and acadenmic comunities, non-governnmental organizations, depositary and
parlianentary libraries, UNESCO associated schools and very often to the
general public. It is pleasant to note that several national nedia outlets
have commtted thensel ves to guarantee access to space for United Nations
print or broadcast information materials.

During the reporting period, a computerized contact mailing list has been
devel oped to inprove the targeting of the Departnent's products and to help in
better planning of production and dissemnation of printed materials. W
believe that efficient and pronpt. delivery is an absolute necessity in the
highly conpetitive information market.
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Partnership with international publishing houses is another part of our
efforts to reach specific audiences. Inportant studies produced by the United
Nations and its specialized agencies are nmade available to academ c,
scientific and business conmunities in many different |anguages. In the past
year alone, 24 projects were inplemented, including such topical studies as
"Climate and Developnent”. Their real value is in the contribution they make
to the image of the United Nations among policy nekers, academ cians and
researchers.

Looki ng at our priority issues, the Departnent continues its pronotional
canpai gns on such subjects as: anti-apartheid, peace-keeping and
peace- maki ng, di sarmament, decolonization, human rights, as well as economc
and social questions. Here | can only give exanples of the multinedia
promotional efforts on these issues.

In a forward-1ooking approach to the ultinate eradication of apartheid,
seven | anguage versions of a poster "For a United, Non-Racial and Denocratic
South Africa" were produced and distributed on the International Day for the
Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation on 21 March. A special exhibit of these
posters was held in Paris.

Aspart of its information activities in the field of disarmanent, the
Departnent prepared, in consultation with the Department for D sarnmanent
Affairs, a conprehensive press kit on the occasion of the Fourth Review
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons, held at Geneva from 20 August to 14 Septenber 1990. An information
kit was al so prepared on the occasion of the Anendment Conference of the
States Parties to the Treaty Banning Nucl ear Wapon Tests in the Atnosphere,
in Quter Space and under Water, which took place at Headquarters from?7 to
18 January 1991.

The Department nounted extensive press coverage of the Eighth United
Nat i ons Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatnment of Ofenders in
Havana, the seminars by the Special Commttee on the Situation with regard to
the Inplementation of the Declaration on the Ganting of Independence to
Col onial Countries and Peoples, held in Vanuatu and Barbados: the seminars and
synposia by the Conmttee on the rights of the Palestinian people, held in
Kual a Lunpur, Stockholm Geneva, Buenos Aires and Freetown; the Geneva Review
Conference of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons; the
Second United Nations Conference on the Least Devel oped Countries; the neeting
of the Preparatory Commttee for the United Nations Conference on Environnent
and Devel opment in Nairobi; and the first neeting of the Intergovernnental
Negotiating Conmttee for a framework convention on climte change held in
February this year, near Washington, D.C

In the area of peace-keeping, the Department issued the second edition of
The Blue Helnets,io..rlose collaboration with the Office for Special Politica
Affairs. This 450-page book contains a detailed account of all United Nations
peace- keepi ng operations, past and present, and represents an essentia
reference to those interested in the subject. The Departnent also produced a
new version of the panphlet "United Nations Peace-Keeping". This colour
publication is intended mainly for the general public and provides basic
information on the United Nations concept of peace-keeping, a conplete
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listing of United Nations peace-keeping operations, and facts and figures
about existing operations in the field.

The Department prepared a nunber of feature articles which have captured
worl d-wi de attention, on the United Nations efforts in the Central Anerican
peace process, the elections in Ncaragua and Haiti, and the role of the good
of fices of the Secretary-Ceneral in the negotiations towards peace in Canbodi a.

In this connection, | wish to informthe Commttee that the Departnent
has devel oped standards for incorporating information programes as a
conponent of peace-keeping operations. These standards have been approved by
the rel evant Departments in the Secretariat for use in future operations.

I'n Novenber 1990, in response to public demand, the Departnent produced a
reference paper containing all the resolutions of the Security Counci
relating to the situation between Irag and Kuwait and, since then, with the
passing of each subsequent resolution has issued updated versions.

Last nonth, the Departnent organized, jointly with the Institute of
Policy Studies of Singapore and also with the support of the Government of
Japan, a major synposiumon "The changing role of the United Nations in
conflict resolution and peace-keeping”. It was held in Singapore from13 to
15 March 1991, and was co-chaired by Professor Tommy Koh, Director of the
Institute and by M. H sashi Onada, Deputy Foreign Mnister of Japan. The
purpose of the synposium was to exchange ideas and generate a better public
under standi ng of the evolving role of the United Nations in conflict
resol ution, peace-keeping and regional security efforts. Participants
included experts fromthe United Nations as well as academics, journalists and
ot her specialists.

In light of the General Assenbly objective of conplete deecolonization by
the year 2000, the Department continues its information programmes in this
field. Anong products we have produced are a video "About the United Nations:
Decol oni zation" and a teaching guide that will acconpany it. Also, we are
currently finalizing a booklet entitled "Decol onization: the Task Ahead". To
hi ghli ght the ongoing work of the United Nations on this question, a specia
i ssue of Objective; Justice devoted to decol onisation was produced in 1990.

Qur journal Africa Recovery, which keeps the policy makers, nedia and
i nterested non-governmental organizations abreast of major economc
devel opments that affect the African continent, has established itself as a
periodical of record on this issue. A briefing paper on African |east
devel oped countries, published in English and French, was extensively
reflected in the nedia of many countries. In the last few nonths, the
Departnent has witten articles on the need to maintain support for African
econom ¢ devel opment, highlighting the reform efforts of African countries and
the need for investnent capital and debt relief.

In cooperation with uNpP, the Department organised a tour with 31 senior
journalists from prom nent newspapers - including African newspapers - to
Tanzania and Togo. The tour provided the journalists with the opportunity to
meet the Presidents of both countries and to have a first-hand experience of
the econom ¢ and social challenges confronting African countries.
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M. Chairman, we are giving high priority to our efforts to pronote
awareness of the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environnment and
Devel opment. A pre-conference panphlet is now being distributed in English
and will be released in other official |anguages and Portuguese later this
month. Materials are also being prepared for use in schools. Planning has
begun for six radio docunmentaries and print backgrounders to be produced in a
series entitled "Earth Summt in Focus". Information activities will also be
undertaken with United Nations information centres for nmeeting |oca
information needs. Anong the Departnent's information plans for publicizing
this inportant Conference are agreements with several television conpanies to
co- produce video programmes for television broadcast. In this regard, |
shoul d note that the plan for coverage of the conference was drawn up within
the franmework of standards for conference coverage, which the Departnent has
devel oped.

The Department continues to give priority to information activities on
t he advancenent of the status of wonen and their role in society. As part of
that effort, I'was priviledged to be invited to address the First Wrld Sunmt
on Wnen held in Mntreal, Canada, on 5 June 1990 and the International Forum
on Wnen's G obal Role, held on 4 Septenber 1990, in Osaka, Japan. At the
request of the Commission on the Status of Wemen, the Department has begun a
wor | d-wi de canpaign to increase awareness of the obstacles in the
i mpl ementation of the Nairobi Forward-|ooking Strategies for the Advancenent
of Wnen, W are focusing on areas such as equality in politica
participation and decision-making and the advancenent of women in education,
enpl oyment and heal t h.

The Department's Inter-agency Advisory Goup on Activities for Wnen
under my chairmanship this year initiated the production by the Departnent of
a "United Nations Cal endar of Wnen's Activities 1991, which was rel eased on
8 March in commemoration of International Wnen's Day. The cal endar
highlights selected events, conferences, symposia, expert group neetfngs and
training programmes on wonen, which are being held by United Nations
organi zations during 1991. W look forward to even greater inter-agency
cooperation on this inportant issue in the future.

Asthe Departnent continues coverage ofthe wonmen's issue, T wsh to
mention that nore than 300 radi o organieations world wi de receive on a regular
basis the Departnent's radi o nagazine "Wnen" which is produced in Arabic,
English, French and Spani sh.

The Departnment has continued its efforts in building awareness ofthe
probl em of international drug trafficking. The entry into force |ast Novenber
of the United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychot ropi ¢ Substances was highlighted by a press conference at
Headquarters. Currently, the Departnent is continuing to place public service
announcenents on United Nations drug control efforts in major news nagarines.
A new 30-m nute documentary filmon the drug problemis nearing conpletion,
and work is also under way to produce a new photo exhibit on the subject.

On crine prevention, the Departnent has publicised relevant United
Nations activities and resolutions through its press releases on the meetings
of the CGeneral Assenbly and the Eighth United Nations Congress on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatnent of O fenders, held |ast August in
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Havana. A press kit prepared for the Congress contained a review of the main
i ssues concerning control of terrorist activities and a revised version of the
Department's booklet "The United Nations and Crime Prevention and Crim nal
Justice"” will reflect the masures against international terrorism adopted by

t he Congress.

In light of the Wrld Public Information Canpaign for Hunman Rights, the
Department, over the last year, has given special enphasis to its activities
in thkis inportant field. W have released 14 panphlets and brochures on human
rights issues in eight |anguages. Meetings and events related to human rights
received extensive radio and tel evision coverage. Several feature articles
produced on this subject in English, French and Spanish have been distributed
to the nmedia and through the network of information centres.

A film production of the Department, "Brushstrokes**, on prejudice and the
elimnation of all forns of discrimnation, won international awards at
festivals in New York and in Bilbao, Spain. The filmis currently being shown
at international festivals in Europe and in Australia. W will also shortly
compl ete a 30-m nute documentary filmon the work of the United Nations in the
field of human rights. as well as an educational video and acconpanying
teachi ng guide on children's rights.

In ny own speaking engagenents in different countries of the world, I
have tried to reflect repeatedly the ideas contained in the new approach on
information and conmuni cations questions adopted both by the United Nations
and UNESCO. As | look at our agenda, | feel.conpelled to mention that the
consensus reached in the Conmttee |ast year has facilitated our cooperation
wi th UNESCO

We are currently, together with UNESCO and in cooperation with UNDP as
wel | as a nunber of devel opnent agencies from Canada, Denmark, Finland, Norway
and Sweden organi zing a major conference which will bring together African
journalists, media representatives and practitioners, entrepreneurs and policy
makers in information, to discuss the broader inplications of an independent
and pluralistic press in Africa. The conference is scheduled to take place in
W ndhoek, Nami bia later this nonth. | amexploring a possibility to organise
a simlar semnar for the countries of Eastern Europe.

The Department recoqni zes the inportant and constructive role of
non- governmental organi zations in furthering the purposes and principles of
the United Nations. W are cooperating today with alnost 1,200 non-profit
citizens' organizations fromnearly 100 countries in building public
under st andi ng and support for the activities of the United Nations. At the
Departnent' s annual non-governnental organisations conference |ast year, a
record 1,100 non-governnmental orqanizations from 48 countries attended to
discuss “A Wrld Safe for Children". The role assuned by these organizations
during the World Summt for Children is only one exanple of their valuable
contribution to our goals by drawing attention to issues, suggesting ideas and
dissemnating information to pronote an informed understandi ng about questions
before the United Nations. The thene for this year's conference which is
scheduled from 11 to 13 Septenber, is: "Peace, Justice and Devel opnent
Ingredients for an Emerging World Order”.
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| was also very pleased to address recently an inportant information
meeting that the Departnent co-sponsored in Moscow with the Union of Soviet
Societies for Friendship and Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries, held
under the theme "The UN towards the Year 2000". The three-day neeting which
was al so addressed by other seniorUnited Nations officials attracted over
300 representatives of 80 non-governnental organisations fromall Soviet
Republics and mght be a successful nodel for future regional neetings wth
non- gover nment al or gani zati ons.

As part of its international outreach programre, the Departnent has
enmbarked on new initiatives with the aim of reaching w der audi ences around
the world through generating positive publicity for the United Nations.
Recently, in partnership with the International Advertising Association, the
Depart ment gave recognition for the first time to the best pro-bono canpaign
addressing a United Nations-related issue. The Department will al so recognize
the best public affairs canpaign anong the nenbership of the Internationa
Public Relations Association of some 90 countries around the world. A further
initiative in this regard is a public service advertising canmpaign which will
be inauqurated this fall, in cooperation with the Affiliated Advertising
Agencies International, in sone 70 countries around the world. This project
seeks to encourage popul ar understandi ng and support- for the United Nations.

Anot her of the Departnent's new directions has been the preparation of a
public service advertisenent prepared for |eading magazi nes around the world.
Last year the Department was successful in obtaining some publicity in this
regard by having print advertisements on drugs and wonen publicised in the
fol l owing magazines: Business \Week, The Nation, Newsweek, Sports Illustrated
and Ti ne Magazine. At the sane time, the Departnment continues to place
posters in major airports throughout North America as well as on buses,
subways and railroads in its efforts to promote visits to the United Nations.
In addition, through the good offices of the United Nations information
centres, it has been possible to place the posters in cities throughout the
world. Furthernmore, the inflight magazines of several major international air
carriers with regular service to New York - among them United, Continenta
and Pan Am - now provi de publicity about United Nations guided tours at no
charge to the Organization

The Departnent is also very aware of the ongoing need to update its
information and keep the public's interest in the Oganisation alive. As part
of this effort, the Department has just conpleted a 22-mnute video cassette,
in colour, entitled "United Nations for a Better Future". This new feature
takes a fast-paced look at the United Nations as it enters its fifth decade.

It also takes a close-up viewat |life in the field showing the inpact that the
Organi zation has had on the daily lives of individuals. It is hoped, that as
a result of the wide spectrumof United Nations activities covered globally by
the video, it will attract a broad-based audi ence world w de including
students and non-governnental organizations to whom we believe this would be
particularly useful

Services to the public are another conponent of the Departnent's
activities. These include? organising briefings, conducting guided tours at
United Nations Headquarters in New York, Geneva and Vienna, and responding to
public inquiries. Over 700 briefings on various topics were arranged at
Headquarters, nmostly for high school and university groups. Qutside speaking
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engagements, t hanks to nodern tel ecommuni cations, reached audiences
substantially larger than during the previous year. Cose to half a mllion
peopl e took the guided tour, in which guides explained the current activities
of the United Nations, as well as provided basic information onthe

Organi aati on. In termsof public inquiries, the crisis in the Gulf had a
dramatic effect as well, causing the nunber of requests for infornmation to
nore than double. For the nonths of August to December 1990 al one, the Public
Services Section at Headquarters responded to 6,337 letters and

11,679 tel ephone calls (the figures for the sane period in 1989 were 3,652

and 5.010. respectively).

The Department continued its efforts in modernizing conmunications
technol ogy at information centres and services in the field. Currently, 59 of
the 67 centres are linked to Headquarters by fax nmachines, 22 by electronic

mai |, and 52 have personal conputers and printers. This has further
facilitated close communications in both directions, which is more essential
than ever, In the course of the crisis in the @Qulf some40centres regularly

sent in reviews of |ocal reactions to the events as reflected by |ocal media.
A summary of these reports enabled senior officials to keep abreast of views
around the world on the crisis and on how the role of the United Nations was
bei ng percei ved.

After a year's testing, the understanding forrationalising field
representati on between the Departnment and UNDP has been finalized. The
docunent is a result of many consultations between the Departnent and UNDP and
i ncorporates comrents received fromcentre directors and UNDP resi dent
representatives. Its inmplenentation is actively supported by the
Director-General for Devel opment and International Econom c Cooperation
Directives to work closely seemto be producing visible results, not only from
the perspective of presenting a unified United Nations image, but also in
pooling resources. This kind of cooperation continues to be pursued directly
with each member of the United Nations famly and through the Joint United
Nations Information Committee.

Just to give you an exanple of how this cooperation works in devel oping a
medi a canpaign, allow meto share with you the plans reported by the
information centre at Manila for the forthcomng celebration in the
Phil'i ppines of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations O fice of the
H gh Comm ssi oner for Refugees. The Centre Director and the new y-appointed
UNDP Resident Representative agreed to coordinate a wide range of initiatives
involving all United Nations agencies represented inthe Philippines.
Information activities wll be carried out in service clubs such as the Lions,
the Rotary and the El ks, women's clubs, universities and human rights
organizations. A pool of speakers will also be organised to address students
in universities and schools during United Nations Wek. Special supplenents
in |ocal newspapers have been secured by the centre. Simlar cooperation with
ot her members of the United Nations system has been reported by other
information centres.

It is necessary for the Departnent toensure thatour messagereaches the
very different target audiences around the world. The Departnent has
continued with its world-wi de public opinion polling programme about the
United Nations. Since | |ast appeared before the Commttee, the results from
a nunber ofpolls ~ the latest from Kenya, N geria, Jordan and Hungary - have
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been released. The results fromthree other studies, anong them Argentina
are soon to be issued, and we plan in the comng year to carry outfour
additional projects.

The primary purpose ¢f the opinion surveys is to neasure awareness of and
attitudes to the United Nations and its institutions, and in this regard they
have proved to be an inval uabl e source of data on the inpact of the
Organi zation. AsI reported to the Special Political Conmttee in Novenber
they show that the Organisation is wdely known and highly valued, but there
is still a worrying lack of awareness of the broader scope of the United
Nati ons system. As the programre continues, we are building up a large
dat abase on the world' s view of the Organixation, which will enable us to
moni tor trends and changes as well.

M. Chairman, | should now like to introduce fornally the various reports
whi ch the General Assenbly in its resolution 45776 B requested the
Secretary-General to subnmt to the Coomittee. The first, which is contained
in docunent A/AC.198/1991/4, describes the Department's coverage of all United
Nations activities pertaining to the situation in the Mddle East and the
question of Palestine. The second, is a report on inplenentation of
resolution 45776 B, paragraph 1 (e) concerning technical assistance to radio
stations that are broadcasting or willing to broadcast to South Africa,
contai ned i n docunment A/AC.198/1991/5.

The third report,. contained in docunent A/AC.198/1991/6, summarizes t he
results of the review of the Yearbook of the United Nations. There are two
aspects of the report on the Yearbook that | would like to bring to the
attention of the distinguished delegates. For the first time in amostthree
decades, we have solicited views of a wide-ranging cross section of users of
the Yearbook, including |ibrarians, delegations and other subscribers. From
coments nmade by actual users of the book, it is evident that, while the
Year book is considered the mostauthoritative reference work about the
Organi zation and its common system, the public is very critical of the
five-year gaps between the rel ease of the book and the period covered. The
report before you, offers realistic proposals elaborated together with an
external publisher, to elimnate the backlog and enable the tinely publication
of this inportant work. Your comments, we believe, will be mostuseful for
our followup action on the reconmendati ons contained in the report.

The fourth report, contained in document A/AC.198/1991/3, covers the

activities of the Joint United Nations Information Conmttee. Finally, as
requested by this Conmittee at its organiaational session, the Departnent has
prepared a paper on the United Nations Information Centres. | wish the

Committee to take particular note ofthe guidelines on the establishnent of
new centres which have been approved by the rel evant Departnents in the
Secretariat.

The strength of the United Nations depends on its ability to communicate
and to convince. This in turn, depends to a large extent on the nmedia. Hence
the need to pronote the devel opment and enhancenent of the nedia around the
world. Wwehave to work in an environnent which is increasingly characterised
by i nterdependence and continuous information flows in all directions and from
all directions. Qur role is to bring together thepeoples of the world and to
foster universal human values. It is our duty to be imaginative and creative
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in reaching out to the many audiences with the message of the United Nations
to preserve peace, to advocate devel opnent and to inprove the quality of life
for all humanki nd.

| am convinced that the outcome of your deliberations will further
strengthen the potential of the Departnent in this regard.
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HOW TO OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS

United Nations publications may be obtained from bookstores and distributors throughout the
world. Consult your bookstore or write to: United Nations, Sales Section, New York or Geneva.

COMMENT SE PROCURER LES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES

Les publications des Nations Unies sont en vente dans les librairies et les agences dépositaires
du monde entier. Informez-vous aupres de votre libraire ou adressez-vous a : Nations Unies,
Section des ventes. New York ou Gentve.

KAK MOJYUYHUTL U3ZAHUA OPFAHM3ALIMM OBBLEAWHEHHbIX HALIMHA

H3nanua Oprannsanun O6bveannentpix Haunft MOXKHO KYNHThL B KHHXHBIX Mara3HHax
H areHTCTBAX BO BCex pafioHax MyMpa. HaBomuTe cripaBky 0b H3gaHHAX B BalLEM KHHKHOM
Mara3fHe win nuumTe no aapecy: Opranwdauus O6venunerusix Haumit, Cexuns no
nponaxe uinaunit, Heio-Mopk unu XKewuena.

COMO CONSEGUIR PLJIBLICACIONES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

Las publicaciones de las Naciones Unidas estén en venta en librerfas y casas distribuidoras en
todas partes del mundo. Consulte a sulibrero o dirfjase & Naciones Unidas, Seccién de Ventas,
Nueva York o Ginebra
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