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AGENDA ITEM 125 (continued)

SCALE OF ASSESSMENTS FOR THE APPORT10NMENT CF THE EXPENSES OF THE UNITED NATIONS
(Article 19 of the Charter)

The PRESIDENT: Before calling on the first speaker, I should like to
draw the Assembly's atteantion to document A/45/515/Add.l, which contains a letter
addressed to me by the Secretary-Gemeral informing mo that, since the issuance of
his communication dated 18 September 1990, Guatemala has made the necessary payment
to reduce its arrears below the amount specified im Article 19 of the Charter.

May I take it that the General Assembly duly takes note of this information?
It was so decjded.
ADDRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY MR. GEORGE VASSILIOU, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS

Ihe PRESIDENT: The Assembly will first hear an address by the President

of the Republic of Cyprus.

Ihe PRESIDENI: On behalf of the Gemeral Assembly, I have the honour to
welcome to the United Nations the President of the Republic of Cyprus, His

Excellency Mr. George Vassiliou, and to invite him to address the Assembly.
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Ezgnidgn&_!ASSILIan I would 1like to begin by offering you, Sir, ny

warmest congratulations on assuming the high office of President of the General
Assembly. It is only fitting that Malta, a fellow non-aligned and
United-Nations-minded country, should be given the opportunity to guide this
session of the Genersl Assembly to successful fruition. Your election adds weight
to the truth that all countries, large and small, have a rols to play in the worlad
of today and that of tomorrow. I would also like to thank the out-going Prosident,
Major-General Joseph Garba, for his skilful management of the forty-fourth session,
which saw the encouraging trend towards consensus resolutions continue,

Allow me to echo the sentiments of previous speakers and welcome the
Principality of Liechtenstein, a fellow small State, to the United Nations as its
160th Member, and allow me also to congratulate our friends from Yemen on their
momentous decision to reunite their countries, and to welcome them here as a
delegation of a united Yemen, although this means that we have one Member State
less.

I would also 1ike to éxpress our great appreciation and esteem for the work of
the Secretary-General, so much of which is connected with Cyprus, whose instructive
and thoughtful report we have read with great interest. He commend his skill ang
commitment in handling the affairs of the United Nations and in further prometing
the goals and objectives of this worlia Organization, which constitutes the moral
and social conscience of mankind,

In the 12 months since I addressed the forty-fourth Gameral Assembly, ve have
witnessed a rapid and dramatic succession of political developments. Soms of those
developments have baen positive beyond expactation; others, quite the opposite.
When taken together, howsver, they indicate that we are at a crucial Juncture in
world history. Like all such turning-points, the current one involves a periocd of

transition characterized by both great opportunities and great difficulties.
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(Exesident Vassiliou)

Unduniably, the most impovtant positive development of the past 12 months has
been the coming to an end of the cold war between East and West, which was
effectively buried in the rubble of the Berlin Wall last winter. Dialogue and
co-operation are fast replacing distrust and confrontation.

The euphoria generated hy these positive changes; however, has already
received its first sharp blow. The crisis in the Gulf triggered by Iraq's invasion
and occupation of neighbouring Kuwait demonstrates that the long road to a truly
peaceful world is not an easy one. The crisis, however, also brought to the fore a
united United Nations, whose resolutions wers given bite as well as bark.

Cyprus, itself a small State and victim of military aggressiocn by a larger
neighbour, Turkey, strongly condemns the Iraqi ianvasion and occupation of Kuwait.
We firmly support the relevant resolutions of the Security Council and express the
hope that they can be effectively implemented without the use of force, but
implemented they must be, and the earlier the better for a2ll. Let us in this
respect express the hope that the withdrawal of Iraq from Kuwait will, as
President Mitterand so eloquently stated from this rostrum yesterdsy, pave the way
to a speedy resolution of the other outstanding problems of cur region.

I would also like to stress that there are very important lessons to be drawn
by us all from the crisis in the Gulf, where the unrestricted supply of weapons and
tolerance of other cases of aggression contributed to its happening. The first
lesson is that despite, or aven because of, the virtual erasure of the cold war
lines of confrontation between East and West and the encouraging trend towards
disarmament botween them, regional conflicts may flare up in stark contrast to the
peace epidemic on the broadar East-West stage. As evants on the Unitead

States-Soviet Union axis and in Europe divert attention from the periphery, as the
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structures of the cold-war ciient-State control mechanisms disintegrate and as arms
merchants seek to replace lost or declining main-line markets, so the possibility
remains that conflicts can arise with the potential to destabilize the entire globe,

However, the internaticnal response to the crisis carries a clear message of
hope, and this is the second lesson. In a distinct signal that the old divisive
order no longer stands, the United States and the Soviet Union, unilaterally and
collectively within the Security Council, delivered fundamentally the same
messagae: that the world community, in its overwhelming majority - I would say, in
its near totality - is not prepared to condone aggression or the use of force as
means of implementing national claims. Pesaceful negotiations, with due regard to
the principles of international law, are the only permissible way to settle
differences. In addition, the Gulf erisis has highlighted the key role of the
United Naticns in the handling of international conflicts, both as a forum for
discussion and debate and as a body with the structure and authority to produce

collective decisions guiding the internatiomal response to a given crisis situationm.
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It also illustrated that the international community should not through the
United Nations appease itself with words but should seek ways to implement its
resolutions through collective action, taking advantage of the changing order of
world peolitical relations.

Security Council resolutions are as binding today as they were in 1974, but as
we know only too well they have not always been implemented. The Republic of
Cyprus has been a firm advocate of the implementation of United Nations resolutions
since its admission to the world body. It was Cyprus that proposed that the item
"Implementation of the resolutions of the United Nations" be inscribed on the
agenda of the thirty-seventh session of the General Assembly. That item is again
inscribed on the agenda to be discussed in plenary. I think that the time is now
ripe to consider seriously the significance of Security Council resolutions in
particular and United Nations resolutions in general and as a whole, and to seek
ways to ensure their transformation from mere words into deeds. In this regard, it
is fitting to refer to the work done to date by the Committee on the United Nations
Charter and the Strengthening of the Role of the Organisation and to oxpress the
view that we should now give serious and effoctive attention to the work of that
most important Committee.

Turning to the rest of the international political scene in this periocd of
transition, a survey of developments yislds a similar mized message of hope and
warning.

There is no doubt that the reurnification of Gormany in early October - in a
few days from today - is a landmark event. Only a year ago, the Berlin Wall
separated German from fellow German. Families that had been divided since the
sarly 19503 wars reunited. The speed with which the changes have taken Place ia of

lightning proportions ond we extend our most heartfelt comgratulations to the
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pPecple of Germany and our best wishes for every succeas ia addressing the
challenges of rsunification in which East and West go forward hand ir hand.

In Cyprus, we too dream of the day when the military wall of separation is
finally dismantled so that Greek and Turkish Cypriots may too go forward hand in
hand. This is our dream and guiding force as we approach the marking of the
thirtieth anniversary of our independence.

In both Bastern and Wastern Europe - the epiceatrs of the historic changes
vhich spelled the end of the Cold War - the process of fundamental and rapid
economic and political reforms is gathering momentum. On the one haud, the
European Community is moving forward towards a single European market in 1992 and
speeding up the process of economic and political integration. On the other,
concurrently, the new emerging market economies of Central and Bastern Eurcpe are
in turn establishing tho economic and political framoworks that will snsure their
future proaperity. It is in the interest of the whole world that, when completed,
these two zrocesses make President Gorbachev's inspired vision of the Common
European Houss, or the European confederation envisaged by President Mitterrand, a
reality.

We all express the hops that the path of democratisation that the countries of
Eastern Buropo have embarked on will not be undermined by the daunting economic
problems that face them, nor by the clearly re-emerging nationalistic teandenciaes
that are challenging the very fibre that binds the State as a single actor on the
international scene. It is of extreme concern to us ail to vitness in Burope ana
in'othar parts of the world this current upsurge of naticmaliam based on ethnic,
religious, racial or tribal differences. No one here should be ia any doubt that
if this trend is allowed to fester its spiralling effect will bs disastrous. We

must racognize and accept that the iaterests of any one group within a country
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Cannot be achieved through the oppression of other groups or the redrawing of the
map of the world zlong sectarian or schismatic lirves.

In South Africa, despite the sericus probloms that continue to exist, the
beginning of the end of the abhorrent régime of apartheid has now been signallad by
the start of talks between the African National Congress and the South African
Government of Mr. de Kierk, ¥e hope that this trend is an irreversible one. In
the same region, the Past year has seen the historic transition of Namibia to
independence, with which a major step was taken towards the reduction of tencions
which threatened global stebiiity. Once again, one caunnot praise enough the role
and work of the United Nations and its Secretary-General in the realisation of
Namibian independence.

We particularly welcome ths decision by the United States and the Soviet Union
to work together for a mutually acceptable solution to the problem of Afghenistan,
where the continuing civil war, despite the peace accords of 1988, is claiming many
lives and causing untold hardships among the proud Afghan pesople.

We are heartened to note the prograss made among the five permanent members of
the Security COunci; in the search for a solution of the Cambodian problem. We
welcome the acceptance by all the parties to the conflict of the framework
agreamsnt reached hy the five for a solution. The envisaged role of the United
Nations iz again evidence of the new found convergence of views tmong the five
permanent members in the resclution of conflicts and of the importance of the
United Nations in their resolution.

We note with concern, however, the lack of progress towards the peaceful
resolution of other regional conflicts and disputes. In the Middle East, the Gulf
crisis has increased our concern over the interrslated problems of Palestine ana
Lebanon. The speedy ard sffective resolution of those problems as a vital eiement

of comprshensive and lasting peace ia the region is of particular concern to Cyprus
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and its people. We denounce the continuing oppression of the brave Palestiaian
People in the occupied torritories. Effective negotistions must be based on
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). We support the
establishment of a Palestinian State as well as secure borders for all States in
the area.

¥e coutinus to deplore the tragedy in Lebanon and the unendiag suffering of
its pecple. Cyprus remains committed to providing humanitarian assistonce to its

Lebanese neighbours.
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For the sixtesnth year, Cyprus stands before this world nsscnbly'ploading.for
its voice to be keard. It has been 16 long yaars since another invasion and
occupation unfolded in tho eyes of the world, much like the one we havi recently
witnessed, and uefortunately the scars of that iavogion still remain opan.

Cypzus continues to bas forcibly divided. Turkish troops continue to occupy
about 40 per cent of its land. Thousands of refugees are denied access to their
homes and properties. One thousand six hundred nineteen persons are still missing
as a result of the Turkish military operations. Our cultural heritagé, vhich has
existed for thousands of years and is the common heritage of mankind, is being
plundered and obliterated. rhrthermore. foreign settlers from Anatolia are still
being brought in and settled on Cypriot scil, thus changing its demographic
structure. The menace of foreign settlaoment is also threatening Varosha, a city
under the control of the Turkish army since its inhabitants were forcibly expelled
during the invasion of 1974,

And 2ll of this is in total disregard of a plethora of resclutions passed not
only by this Assembly but by the Security Council as well. Those resolutions
clearly anad unequivocally call fof the reversal of all these acts of flagrant
vio;atién.of interrational lav., And yet the discouraging chasm between words and
deads Eodaj remalnz as wide as ever.

Many would ssve given up hope. >waover, the strengthening of the United
Nations ind the reinforcaed expectation of respect for and implementation of its
rvesolutions is a dovelopmént from which we draw hope. We are also hearcened by the
statements of voild leaders that no peaceful international order is possible if

largeé States can devour their smaller neighbours, and that we must demonstrate

beyon) anf doubt that agyression cannot and will not pay. If these words are
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transforned into dseds, then we shall £inally be able to overcome the ills of
aggreasion and set Cyprus on the course of peace and prosperity for the benefit of
‘the whole of its population.

A just and vieble solution to the Cyprus problem necessitates that
negotiations are entered into in good faith and are result-oriented. We have, time
and time again, displayed our commitment as well as our good will during the course
of negotiations. We have presented proposals to the Turkish Cypriot side going far
beyond the protection of cuitural, religious ¢ . linguistic identity, aiming at
creating a federation congisting of two regions, one to be administered by the
Turkish Cypriot community and the other by the Greek Cyprict community.

Unfortunately, Turkish demands that would have amounted to a permanent
partition of Cyprus have, according to the Secretary-General himself, pushed the
inter-communal dialogue into an impasse.

Despite the many difficulties, we are resolute in our determination to move
out of thie impasse. Particularly in today's climate, which favours implementation
of United Nations resolutions snd the overcoming of divisions, Cyprus caannot be the
only exception.

Wo will persist in our offensive of good will and communication with our
Iﬁrkish Cypriot fellow-citizens. #e shall continue to promote comtact and
co-operation cver whatever barriers or obstacles are placed i: our way, coavinced
that these efforts will contribute to the impetus towards the security of our
People and our country in a democratic federation. We will also persevers with our
Proposals for the complete demilitarization of the Republic of Cyprus, which will
be of benefit not only to the Cypriot people but also to the whole region, No

obstacles will derail us from our goal of a united, sovereignm, texritoriaily
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integral Cyprus, where freedom, justice and human rights for 211 Cypriots will not
be regarded as a luxury but as the very basis of hpnan existence.

Let me take this opportunity to state in no uncertain terms that we shall
continue to afford the Secreotary-General our full support and cc-operation in hig
cfforts to achievs a breakthrough by way of result-oriented negotiations. Cyprus
must not be left to suffer any longer from the catastrophic consequences of the
maxim "might means right",

Aside from the political or military oppression of the srall by the large., the
existence of aconomic oppression can be just as serious, aud its repeccussions are
just as aisastrous. The growing gap betwsen the rich and tko poor is a major
problem which threatens to act as a time bomd in the foundations of the more
peaceful world we are trying to build, unless it is defused in time.

This issue was discussed at length at the special sessicn on iaternational
economic co-operation here in New York last spring. The latest World Bank Worla
Development Report shows that more than one billion pecple i ths dsveloping world
are currcntly condemned to live in conditions of destitution, with an income of
less than $370, not per day or per week or Per month, but per aanum. As a result,
40,000 childrsn die every day dua to avoidable causes.

The strategy for tackling the problem of development should, I belisve, have
three facets. PFirst, effective and imaginative measurss are required to tackle tha
developing countries' $1.3 trillien debt problem, combining debt forgiveness, the
use of the so-called pezce dividend in the form of funds saved from the reduction
in nilitary spending as a2 rosult of the disarnement process, interest recycling and
eny other mazsures which can alleviate the Gebt burden. And we must not forget
that if the Governmentsz will do nothing about the dsbt problem, then the markes

forces will take care of it, and the resuits would not be to their 2iking.
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fecondly, measures aust be taken to improve commodity prices, the iow levels of
which are directly related to the exacerbation of the debt pProblem in the 1980s,
combinad with steps to open up intecrnational markets to desveloping countriaes’
products through the abolition of tariff ond non-tariff barriers to trade.
Unfortunately, ws have to note that the negotiations for the Uruguay Round are
dangerously delaysd., ana progress will come only as a resuvi: of couragsous
political decisions. But progross is noedsd.
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Thirdly, incentives .ust be creatsd to axcourage investmants which will act as a
vehicle for the transfor of technology tov the developing countries.

The developing councries must be allowed to share in the benefits of the
technological revoiution if they are to be able to dsvelop succsssfully in the
increasingly competitive interuational envircament. However, they also have the
responsibility of responding to such muitilateral action, thereby maximizing the
benefits that will accrue from efficient domestic eccnomie policies.

We mest here today against a backdrop of threats to the very survival of our
planet. The drive for ecomomic devalopment has brought us to the briunk of
ecclogical disaster. The figures ars indeed alarming. Since tho> middle of this
century global aconomic production has increased five-fold and the total world
grain production has more than doubled, but not without pPlacing & monumental strain
oa Chis planat. In the same psriod the world's crop-land topsoil has been eroded
by 20 per cent; 20 per cent of the world’'s rain forests hes alsc besn deatroyad;
thix ozone layer has been depleted by over 2 per cent world-wide, while tens of
thousands of plant and animal species have become extinct.

Effective international sction is required now to stem what could become an
irreversible tide towaras disaster. Sound economic development policies must go in
tandem with sound ecological manzgement policies. While racogniszsing that the
responsibility for repairing the damage caused to the Earth's feabric rests with
those primarily responsible for causing it, namely the devsloped countries, we all
have a respensibility to shift from development policies that deplete our natural
resources tc ones that preserve them. The establishment of a global fund for the
enviroument, to which countries on the basis of national income may contribute,
could generate funds for nature conservation worid-wide and demonstrats cur united

cormitment to dealing with a problem that affects each and dvory one of ua.
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Ne must remain equally united in our commitment to fighting the global problam
of drugs in all iuvs aspecta: production, trafficking and use; for, just az the
destruction of the environment undernines our fundamental resources in the form of
trees, water, th: air and the 80il, so the drug epidemic continues to undermine our
Precious natural resource in the form of human beings themselves.

I began by saying that we find ourselves at a crucial turning-peint in
history. If we rise to the cpportunities which have ncw been opened to us we can
take a giant step forward in the direction of a more prosperous, more peaceful
world, making the twenty-first century a century of peace, co-operation and
achievement. If we succumb to the difficulties and fail to eeize this day of
opportunity and hope, then we stand to regress to a period of conflict and
destruction aven more terrible than anything we have already witnessed in thig
century.

The burden of responsibility is heavily and Squaraly on our shoulders. What
it entails is Placing the common good above our own immediate narrow interests; for
weé must recognize that in the lorg term that which is to the benefit of the whole
international community will also be to the benefit of its individual menbers,

The crisis in the Gulf; the problems of unequal international economic
development and the economic migration that it creates; the issue of environmental
conservation; the social problems of drugs and AIDS - all clearly show that nons of
us can go it aione any longer, and that no one can shut the door on daily
occurrences in the rest of the world, for development transcends internationai
barriers in a way that makes isolationism impossible. We must all survive together
or perish together. Let us work in the framework of a reinvigorated United Nationms
to ensure that the world will not perish but survive to become a better place for

ourselves and our children.
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Ihe PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Aszembly, I wish to thank the

President of the Republic of Cyprus for the important statement he has just made.

AGENDA ITEM 9 (gontinued)
GENERAL DEBATE

Mr. DE MICHELIS (Italy): S8ir, on taking the floor on beshalf of the
European Commuaity srd its member States, i should like to congratulate you on your
election to tho presidency of the General Assembly. I am very happy to do so also
bescause you represent a country with which Italy and the Eurcpean Community
maintain traditional relations of friendship and co-operation. You take up the
presidency at a very difficult time of challenge for the United Nations. I am surs
that your experience and diplomatic skill will greatly help to ensure a fruitful
an@ comstructive forty-fifth session of the General Assembly, in the interest of
the international comsunity. Let me also express the fullest appreciation of the
European Community and its member States to the Secretary-General for his untiring
efforts in favour of international peace,

I should also 1like to welcome warmly the admission as a full Member of the
United Nations of Liechtanstein, a member of the European family with which the
European Community and its membsr States maintain close and friendly relations. I
also warmly welcome the unification of Yemen.

The positions of the Buropean Community and its mamber States on tha problenms
affecting the international community are fully illustrated in a memorandum which
has been circulated tcday and which forms an integral part of my statement. Let mne

therefore concentrate here om some crucial aspects of the present situation.
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Perhaps never in the post-war period has the international climate changed so
radically from one General Assembly to the next. How differsnt what I have to 8say
on bshalf of the European Community is from what I would have said not only omna
Year ago but even just two months a8go. This is the first Genaral Asgenmbly of the
aew world emerging from the lengthy post-war period. It is alsc the first that it
hos to deal with a crisis arising after the end of the cold war., We are thus
subjectesd to conflicting feelings of satisfaction at the end of East-lWest
opposition and of concern at a new crisis arising from Iraqi aggression agaiast
Kuwait, which gives us a glimpse of new risks and new confrontaticns,

For the firat time a State has besn wipsd off the map. This has not happened
in the Niddle East since the end of the Ottomap Empire. The very justification for
the aggrassion is a challenge to intsrnational legality and to the political
structure in the Middle East. Saddam Hussein claims that all borders in the region
wers drawn up artificially to aivide up the Arab nation and that the time has come
for Baghdad to sragse Eheu and establish unity by force of arms.

In ths developing world in particular, many countries have equally precarious
borders, some even more recent than those erased, which are capable of whetting
further sppetites. Tarig Asiz, the Iraqi Foreign Minister, claims that other Gulf
States, such as Qatar, have no historical legitimacy. If that challsnge were to.go
unanswered, it would herald a period of troubiing uncertainty for the intermationsl
community. We need to have a clear perception of what is at stake in a region
politically nc less iafiammable than the raw material which provides the world with
most of the energy it needs.

The Iragi aggression represents a clear violation of the basic principies of
the United Nations Charter. Furthermore, if an irresponsible, uggressive Power

succeeds not only by annexation but also by intimidation and threats in deciding
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the policy of a region which contains 40 per cent of the world's energy rescurces,
this could have reparcussions throughout the world in terms. dnter alia, of
unemployaent, inflation and recession - repercussions which would affect most
geversly the weakest economics and thus the poorest countries of the worla.,

Our xasponse has besn commensurate with our awareness of the gravity of the
breach of internationsl law.

The combined opposition of so many countries, beginning with the Aradb States,
Cemonstrates the full extent of international protest and reinforces the moral and
political authority of the United Natiszz at a time when there is an evar-growing
awarsness of the need for an institution of universsl scope capable not only of
laying down rules bet also of ensuring that they sre applied and of preventing
intimidation, extortion and subjugation.

The world order resulting from the watershed of 1989 and the ensuing
redefinition of international relations is not in crisis but is confronted by a
very seriouc challenge. The reaclutions of the Security Council are a sign that
the international community not only wants to lay down certa’n rules but also has
the means to enforce tham. The cold war is really over and with it has vanished
the fear that a regional conflict might escalate into an East-West worlad
confrontationr. MNone of our predecessors could have counted on such a certainty.

The decisions of the United Nations create the conditions for Iraq's
withdrawal by dint of its strict embargo and the maintenance of a collective
response. The sards of the desert and the constant passage of time must neither
wear away the broad political and ‘military coalition which has been buiit up nor
undermine the unprecedsntsd unity forged under the banner of the United Nations.
Our solidarity is no less important than the validity of our motives: we must not

allow timidity, ambiguity or economic shortages toc open a breach in our resolve.
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The European Community is strengthenirg its own internal cohesion and
extending co-cperation eastwards. It warmly walcomes German unification, which,
early in October, will fulfil the lagitimate aspiration that the German people have
cherished for over 40 years. We consider German unification as a positive factor
in the development of Burope as a whole and of the Community in particular. It is
making all of Burope stronger and more secure, and it will give even greater weight
to Community zction.

The Twelve are determined to achieve a first agreement in the negotiations on
conventional armed forces in Europs and a substantial package of new counfidence-
and security-building measures in time for the summit cf the Conference on Security
and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) to be hold in Paris. The signing of & first
treaty on conventional forces in Burope will be an essential element for a
successful CS5CE summit and will aiso permit negotiations on short-range nuclear
forces. The Twelve will strive to ensure that the Paris summit will mark the end
of the idaclogical and military confrontation in Europs and pave the way for
building new conditions for peace and stability in Eurcpe based on confidence and
co-operation.

Ne have never been under the illuzion that Europe could turn in on itself,
that the CSCE could imply a release from needs, tensions and conflicts arising
outside Europe, that in our smug satisfaction with our peaceful sxistsence we could
ignore the problems of othsrs and the role of the United Nations.

This is demonstraged by the effective and timely response of the Community to
the Iragi aggression against Kuwait. It is understandable that ths Community
should immediately be awarc of the gravity of what has happened since Rurcpe‘s
recent hisztory is full of lessons. Burcpe has learned that aggression must be

nipped in the bud and that the victims are most often small, defenceless States.
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It takes note of the fact that Saddam Hussein justifies the annexation of Kuwait
by claiming that Middle East borders resulting from previous periods are worth
nothing. He cites a principle which is in total coatradicticn not only with the
United Nations Charter but also with that principle - so fundamsntal for us,
contained in the Helsinki Final Act - of respect for borders and of their possible
modification only by peaceful means.

The reaction of the Community was the most far-reachiang ana, perhaps, the
swiftest in its history. The Twelve ware the first to decide on sanctions. They
put their political weight behind their own decisions and the decisions of others
to deploy forces. Thoy graanted transit facilities and contributed to the adoption
of decisions by the Unitea Nations, which remains the fundamental reference point
for our action. It is significant that the Community's action in respect of a
crisis which has arisea outside the confines of our continent has been
overwhelmingly approved by public opinion in Europe.

If the European Community could do nothing but look inwards on itself, it
would net have much of & fucure. However, it intends inersssingly to play its role
88 a new political force with a sense of a long history, political farsightedness
and sconomic might.,

This crisis has demonstrated the Buropean Coraunity's ability to mobilize its
structure to face an exceptional challenge, but at the same time it has provided an
incentive to improve even further the capacity of the Twelve to act unitedly on the
world acene, a fact that coustitutes a further guarantees of effectivensss for the
United Natioms. To that end, startiag with the conferences to bsgin in Reme in
mid-Decenber on instituticnal reforms and economic and monetary union, the Twelve
have decided to strengthen their common political dimension and to offer a still
more effective partnership to otheia in a world ruled, until a short time ago, by a

mutual balance of terror.
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To maintain the ganeral consensus on the sanctions, steadfast internationai
solidarity will be hecessary. We all appreciated the prozptness with which certain
countries increased their oil production to restore the endrgy balance and the way

others, with equal swiftness, re-established the strategic balance in the region.
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The West, and first and foremost the Community, is ready to shoulder its part
of the burden, material snd otherwise, so that the embargo does not fail, After
all, how can we build Burope and convert it to interdependence and the market
economy if uncertainty continues to paralyse an area of vital intereszt to the whole
continent? Onoc need only think of the energy problems of the newly dsmocratic
countries of Eastern Eurcpe.

The implemesntation of the embargo entails great sacrifices for certain
countries. 1In the framework of broader international action involving other
industrialized countries and the main Arab oil producers, the European Community
will offer those countries a contribution to cope with the most seriocus
consequences of the crisis. A% their meeting in Rome on 7 Septamber the Foreign
Ministers of the Community stated their willingness to support Jordan, Turkey and
Egypt, the front-line States, and promised to consider the situation of other
countries. We do not wish to abandon the poorest nations that are prepared to pay
the heavy price of the sanctions.

Collective solidarity must be directed first and foremost to the Arab world.
Cnly with the latter's full assistance will the political, diplomatic and ecenomic
isolation of Iraq be effective. No voice has been raised among the Arab States to
justify the Iragi moves. The attempts to call & new holy war have fallen on deaf
ears.

Right from the outsat of the crisis we have maintained the closest coatacts
with our main partners in the Arab countries and the Islamic world, and we shall
continue to do s0. The Community intends to speed up tho‘inplomontation of the
Co-operation Agreement and the nsgotiation on free trade with the Gulf States in
the samo spirit. We also intend to pursue the Euro-Arab dialogue with a meeting

following up the one in Paris last December.
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The European Community considers it vitel to continue to seek & political
golution, thus avoiding imperilling by mistake or lack of patience the new order
oemexging thanks to the newly acquired strength of the United Nations. With the
contribution of various countries it has been possible to set up a strategic shield
to prevent the conflict from spreading. We also appreciate the efforts of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations to convince Ireq to put an end to a
unanimously condemned violation. The waiting game will be won by the side with the
staunchest determination to stand by the decisions taken, be they political,
economic or military. By strictly complying with the resolutions of the Security
Council, and by strengthening them appropriately, the intermational community will
undoubtedly come out as the winning side.

In that respect, I should like to recall that the European Community ard its
member States have consistently advocated the adoption of measures aimed at
extending control of the implementation of the embarge against Iraq to air
tratfic. They therefore welcome the resolution the Security Council may adopt
today on this subject.

However, the price of this broad consensus must not be ineffectiveness and the
price of compromise must not be injuatice. The region we are talking about is on
the borders of Burope and we are all endeavouring to see that the option of a
settlement wins through. This must not entail compromises that violate the basic
principles contained in the resolutions of the United Nationms.

The search for a settlement czn succeed only to the extent that ws are
stoadfast in dissuading, and dstermined to i{solate, Irag. Only firmness can open
the way to such a settlement and prevent the start of a devastating conflagration.
Remarking on the Munich Conference, Winston Churchill observed bitterly that the

democracies had choson dishonour to aveid war and in the end they had both war and
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Gishonour. The lesson iz still true. Today too firmness and dissuasive action are
necessary to force the aggressor to back down and to prevent an armed conflict.
They are also‘hocoslary when a dictator tries to shield himself with innocent
hostages to stay our hand.

The Poreign Ministers of the Twelve pointed out clesrly that each member State
would consider all Community nztiomals dstained in Iraq and Xuwait as its own
citisens, and stated that they held the Iragis individually responsible for their
safety. Our intention was thereby to introduce an inmnovation into international
practice that would not be without consequences. With the precedent of Nuremberg
particularly in mind, we thus reinforced the idea of individual responsibility in
international affairs.

Ha must prepars ourselves for a sisge, which could be lengthy, to achieve the
objectives of forcing Irag to withdraw to its ow borders, obtaixing the release of
all the hostages and restoring Kuwait's independeace.

The consensus that has arigen in respect of this serious and dramatic act of
agression must provide an impetus for resolving other crises and must confirm our
commitmeont to eliminate other political injustices ana promote the accnomic
well-being of tine region.

Saddam Husgzein has brought his country to the brink of disastor after bleseding
it white in eight years of war. Ee has ripped apart the fragile fraternity of the
Arab world., He has made more Aifficult the search, which we must coatinuve
tenaciously, for a historic underatending betwsen the Arabs and the Weat, betwasan
the Islamic and the Western worlds. However, the Middle Bast goss on in a
desperately precarious state. One canmet put out one fire that has broken out,
howaver threatening and gerious it is, and let the other blaze away in the occupied

territorics ard in Lebanon.
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The military units deployed in the Saudi Arabian desert and the warships
patrolling the Gulf are an effectiva response, but they cannot replace a policy cf
reducing more general tsusions and inatabilitf. A solution of the current crisis
that is not followed up by the drafting of guidelines for future political and
@conomic action in the Middle Bast could be letters drawn in the sand, soon to be
blown away aund forgottan.

The European Community has been firm and consistent in its contribution to the
search for a solution to the corflict in the Middle East on the basis of Security
Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). That is and coatinues te be our
policy, unwavering in reccgnizing that the solution lies in the right of the
Palestinians to self-determination and in that of the State of Israel to exist
within secure, guaranteed borders. Just as actiom was being stepped up to initiate
dialogue between Israel and the Palestinians, and as the international community
was becoming increasingly alarmed at the intolerable situation in the occupied
territories, the Iraqi aggression took place and has delayed the search for a
solution. The Community's policy nevertheless remains the same and it will not de
diverted by the present crisis from the search for a just, lasting and
comprehensive solution based on the aforementionsd principles.

Lebanon, until recently cne of the most successful models of religious
tolerance in the Middle East, coatinues to tear itself apart. The European
Community considers that only the implementation of the Taif agresments can help in
the preocess of national reconciliation.

Over and above these present grave crises, the time has also come to begin
reflecting on the introduction in the Middle East of a collective system capable of
guaranteeing stability, security, ecoromic and social development, znd racognltion

of the rights of all peoples. In Helsinki Presidents Bush and Gorbachev raiged the
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possibility of a now order of pPoace, a commitment to work together with the
countries in the area and outside to develop regional-security structures and
measures to sucourage stability and peace.

In other words, without wishing to transfer the model of the Conference on
Security and Co-cperation in Zuropa (CSCB) - which has shown itself to be so
affective in cur continent - in_tote across the Mediterrancan, we coasider that it
would be worth endeavouring to introduce in that area principlop and measures
capeble of reducing military imbalances, which are in general the prelude to cther
military adventures, curbing ti.o proliferation of weapons of masg dGestructioa,
encouraging economic and soccial progress, and fostering the peaceful coaxistence of

different cultures and civilizations.
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The firat test has shown that the new world order wo: o positively, but the
serious problems of a social and econcmic order that threaten internationsl
stability are far from being resclved, and in some cases are even more disturbing;
They require the womentum that can gather only within the United Nations, since of
2ll problems they are moat universal in origin snd most widespresd.

We are witnessing the war that all countries, but most sspecially certain
Latin American States, are waging against drugs. This problem threateas our
societizs and cur younger generations, and crostes spostansous solidarity between
Governments. <The history of mankind kuows neo other acourge that has so permeated
all regions ¢f the world - affecting rich and poor countries alike, ard
overvhelming both the vesltiy and the underprivileged. The Community interds to
step up internaticnasl co-operation on this problem. It wiil assist in the joint
strategy, under the aegis of the United Nations, to coatroi drugs prcduction,
manufacturing and trafticking, as well as the uge to which the profits are put, by
involving the bazking system. Demand reduction is a main objective of the Buropoan
Community and its member Statesz.

In the same vein, ths emsrgence of intolyrant forms of religious fanaticism
and the uncontrolled flews of migrants, which affesct industrisl societies, stem
cssentially from conditions that deprive a large proportionm of manking of tie
cultural and matericl resources needed for a dscent life. The prodbles of
devalopment will inevitably weigh increasingly on a worid witnessing the
diszppearance of the most mavifest and dangerous confrontation of the post-war
period.

The Community intends neither to withdraw into its own well-being, which is
based cn openusss to othe: economies, xor to reduce its commitment tewards the

countries in the third world on account of its co-operation witk Eastern Burape.
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The Community will excourage regional integration, in particular within the
framework of its reviewed Mediterranean policy. We are also convinced that it is
for us to ¢reate a macro-economic context favourable to growth and development
through enhanced devolution of resources, which, however, must go hand in hand with
domestic policies capable of promoting, alongside State initiatives, not only
irdividual initiative but also respect for human rights. No external assistance
may., in fact, compensate for ineffective nutional policies, as has been shown by
the experience of the last dacade,

Development and environmental protection appoar increasingly to be a facet of
the world's interdependence. %e cannot expect four f£ifths of humanity to go on
living in the present corditions and at the same time hope that this will not have
intoleradle repercussions on man's capacity to live in harmony with nature. We
cannot worry about tropical forests and look on impassively as many countries come
to gvips with a debt that precludes any possibility of development. 1In this
connection, the conclusions at which Mr. Bettino Craxi has arrived in the work with
whic*. he was entrusted by the Secretary-General of the United Nations provide many
lessons. Many countries in the Community have already granted substantial
reductions in debt, but this is not enough. The problem of the middle-income
countries, particularly those facing severe ecoriomic-reconstructicn programmes,
must be tackled with aspecial atteation. Thought must be given to a now range of
options in the framework of the Paris Club.

The Community comsiders that the strengthening of the multilateral trade
system providec the best guarantee of interrational equilibriuvm and of sustainable
development. Thoe successful conclusion, before the end of the yYear, of the Uruguay
Round iz all the more important against the background of the present crisis. It
is a unique opportunity to achieve balanced and substantial progress in all fields

of the ongoing negotiations.
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The United Nations has granted legitimacy to an unprecedented joint
intervention. It is henceforward possible to perceive ccexistence no longar
hampered by the shackles of the cold war. A form of world management, at least of
the crises most likely to have destabilizing effects, is taking shape. The
consensus rcaphod to counter the Iragi aggression must be preserved to take up
other challenges. The spirit of this approach is already being put to use in the
possible sattlement of other conflicts, such as that in Cambodia. The agreemant
betwaen the opposing parties.on a transitional administrative arrangsment, ar and
to hostilities, and free and fair elections within the framework agreed by the five
pexmaneant mamberz of the Security Council will have the pelitical and material
support of the Community.

The opportunity must be seized to apply in full the principles of the Charter
to the peaceful settlement of other unsolved problems, such as that of Cyprus. The
principle of universality is also of the utmost importance. For instance, the
absence of the two Koreas is a vestige of the confrontation of yesteryear. We must
prepare to welcome both, particularly as they wish to start off on s new footing in
their mutual relatioms.

The United Nations is the f£irst major attempt to democratize the interanatiomnal
system - that is to say, to apply te relations between sovereign States the
principles on which the rule of law is based. Thoss principles, whose solemn
rebirth Burcpe has witnesged in the last year, are now gaining ground in all
societies. Other barriers are falling, with peace-bringing, innovative sffects -
beginning with that most odious barrier that has so far denied the majority of the
population in South Africa their rights and dignity. The Community offers its

support to all those, regardless of their colour, who are joining forcaes to build &
’new South Africa free of apartheid and of all other forms of discriminatiorn. We

are following this process very atteatively, with a view to adjusting the
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Community's stand with regard to its developments, and we shall continue to spare
no effort to contribute to its successful conclusion,

Nothing convinces us more tham do the latest events of the role that the
United Nationas is incressingly called upon to play in favour of justice and
freedom. The European Community wishes to mobilize the growing cohesion between
its members and the whole weight of its moral, political and economic force to
support the Urited Nations with a view to achieving these cbjectives.

I have so far expressed the views of the Community ard its member States. Let
me now conclude my intervention by adding a few remarks on bshalf of my owa country.

One further lesson of this crisis and the conclusion that we draw from the end
of the post-cold war period prompt us to reflect on the need to adjust the
structure and the functioning of the United Nations to the new reality of the
international scene.

In the past, the abuse of the exercise of the right of veto has too often
paralysed the capacity of the United Nations to put an end to the gravest crises.
Today, the cutlines of a possible naw scenario are emerging, with the United
Nations as the focal point in a world at last free of the nightmare of a2 nuclear
holocaust. This compels us, as well, to review the way the United Nations operates
at a time not just no longer that of the immsdiate post-war period - and I am
thinking, jicter alia. of the reference to the status of the former enemy Powers -
but no longer even that of the cold war.

Morecver, considering the progroess so far achieved in Europsan integration,
thought should also be given, in my view, to institu’.innal adjustments, within the
United Nations, capable of granting a more visible ro.e to an entity like the
European Community, which Italy wants to see endowed with supranational structures |,
for conducting foreign policy, in the interasts of the United Nations and in the

interests of peace in the world.,
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Mr. SHEVARDNADZE (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation
from Russian): First of all. Mr. President, I should like to congratulate you on
your election to the high post which you cccupy. This is not only a tribute to
your very great personal qualities but also an acknowledgement of the role of Malta
in international affairs. I must also express our special gratitude to the
unflagging efforts of the Secretary-General of the United Rations,
Mr. Perez de Cuellar. His inexhaustible faith in the capabilities of the
Oxganization, his perssverance and his capacity for immovation have done much to
enhance the authority of the Organization. The Soviet delegation agrees with the
basic ideas contained in the report of the Secretary-General on the work of the
Organizztion for the past year.

Lastly, we wish sincerely to welcome the dalegation of the Principality of
Liechtenstein ana congratulate it on the admission of that country to the United
Nations. We shall co-operate with it in all spheres.

From the excepticnal vantage point of this forty-£ifth session of the United
Rations General Assembly, oue might look back in amazement at how strikingly the
terrain we have covered in just one year differs from the familiar landscape of the
preceding four decadez and more. Politically, this has been not just a calendar
yesr but a light-year in the history of the world. The "cold war", with its
accompanying stress, psychoses and anticipation of disaster, is no longer & part of
our life. Gone is the strain of daily confrontation, propaganda sguabbles and
reciprocal threats.

This has besn a year during which pieces of the Barlin wall were popular
souvenirs. And now there is no longer a physical division of Europe, and a final
line has been drawn under the Second World War. The unification of the two German
States is being completed. The “German question”, that "great" and "classical®

problem of world polities which only yeaterdéy seemed intractable, has been
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resolved calmly and to mutual satisfaction. On behalf of the Soviet people, of all
Soviet citizens, I wish to offer our sincere and heartfelt congratulations to the
German people, the German nation, on this tremendous event in the history of that
State and of that pecople and in the history of Europe.

Almost imperceptibly, the military blocs have lost their enemies. They are
beginning to build their relations on a new basis, moving away from confrontation,
which is being eroded by disarmament, by roductions in defence spending, by the
expansion of confidence-building measures and by the emergence ofvcollective and
co-operative security structures.

Uhprecedented progress has been made in the peaceful resolution of regional
conflicts by political means. In southern Africa, the United Nations plan for the
granting of independence to Namibia has been implemented. The situation concerning
Nicaragua has been settled, and a dynamic search for peace is under way in
Cambodia, Afghanistan and other hot spots of the globe. We should not forget
Angola, Ethiopia, Cyprus, the Korean peninsula and Western Sahara. All this is
being done with the most active participation of the United Nations.

These positive changes in the world, we can say without exaggeration, have
been propelled by the new nature of the relations between the Soviet Union and the
United States, which are evolving from co-operation to interaction and
partnership. The meetings of the Presidents of the super-Powers in Malta, Camp
David and Helsinki have been major events im world politics.

The political environment is being clearly defined by the worid-wide
recognition of the supremacy of universal human values. Democratic forms are
becoming consolidated in running the affairs of States and in the conduct of
international affairs,

The United Nations, too, is being reborn. We are pleased to note that the

ideas of President Gorbachev of the Soviet Union concerning the role of the
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Organization in a changing world have bsen found to b2 in harmony with majority
opinion and with the demands of real life.

The ceatral concepts of today‘'s politics are co-operation, interaction and
partnership in solving extremely severe global problems, such as ecomomic
backwardness, poverty, social inequality and environmental protection.

Had this session taken place before August 1990, we should have had every
reason to say that mankind had emexged from a narrow and dangerous passage and had
wide and glowing horizons ahead of it.

But now our field of vision has been obscured by the dark cloud of the
aggression against Kuwait. On that "Biack Thursday", Iraq flagrantly violatpd the
Charter of the United Nations, the prianciples of international law, the universally
recognized norms of morality and the standards of civilized beshaviour. Iraq has
committed an unprovoked act of aggression, has annexsd a neighbouring sovereign
State, has seized thousands of hostages and is resorting to unprecedanted
blackmail, threatening to use weapons of mass destruction.

There is also another dimension to Iraq's action. It is a blow directead
essentially against all that mankind has recently achieved, all that we have been
able te accomplish together by adopting the new political thinking in determining
our future.

An act which one can ungquestionably describe without exaggeration as an act of
terrorism has been perpetrated against the emerging new world order. This is a
major affront to mankind. Unless we f£ind a way to respond to it and deal with the
situatiop, civilization will be set back half a century.

Irag's actions are having and will have the gravest consequences for the Iraqi
pecple itself and for millions of men, women and children in many countries of the
world, for their hopes and their future. A large-scale war may break out in the

Persian Gulf region any day, at any hour.
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From this rostrum, we should 1like to sppesl once again to the leaders of
Irag. We are making this appeal as their old friends and as a country that has
found the courage to condemn its own wrongdoings against certain States in the
Past. We call upon them to charnge their thinking and te obey the demands not only
of law but also of common sense, to take a responsible and humane attitude, above
all towards the Iragi people, whe, we are convincsd, yearn for pesce, tranquillity

and good relations with their neighbours,



PKB/PLJ AJ45/FV.6
46

(Mc. Shevarduadze, USSR)

Ne also trust that at this time of grave trisl tha Arad peoples and States
will live up to the hopea of mankind and help to £ind & way out of the Persisn Gulf
crisis. This would make it possible to deal with other hotbads of conflict in the
Middle East and at last to £ind an aquitable solution to the Palestine problem.

If the world has survived to this day, it is because at tragic moments in its
history the forces of evil were always opposed by the forces of good, arbitrary
powar by the rule of law, treachery snd bassness by honour and dacency, and
violence by strength of spirit and faitk in justice.

Today is no time for rejoicing, but. one cannot help fesling a certain
satisfaction at the unprecédented unity cf the Security Council sna at
international public opinion‘s unequivocal assessment of Iraq's behaviour. This
given us confidence in the ability of the United Nations to deal with this grave
international crisis. As is clear from the positions taken by Members of the
Organization, the Security Council has a mandate to go as far as the interests of
world peace require. I have no doubt that today's meeting, on which agrsement has
already bezen reached, will again demonstrate the unity and determination of our
collective organ, the Security Council, in such situations.

Some may think that Irag is being judged by a different standard, one higher
than that applied to othor countries even in the quite recent past. My answer 3is
this: it is geod that we have roached this point., It is a good thing that we have
adopted a universal human yardstick of good and evil, that we have started calling
aggressicn by its proper name and consider it necessary to condemn and punish its
porputrator and to help the victims of injustice.

These days are a trying time, a test for the Organiszation. 1If it passes tkis
test it will immsasurably enhance its prestige, gain new experience snd now
capabilities. There is nc doubt that it will make use of them to promote the

restoration of peace and justice in other conflict situations and to susure the
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implementation of its resolutions bearing on all the regional problems to which
reference was made by previous speakers.

An approach based on mankind's common interest does not permit any other
course of action. From now on the world community intends to act by a single set
of standards.

International relations arve baing freed from the vestiges of the "cold war"
vhich for many years had a uegative effect on the world's legal order. e are
again becoming united nations and are returning to our own global constitution -
the Charter of the United Nations - to those of its provisions which ware forgotten
for a while but which experience has proved to be indispensable for the most
important and most nacassary of our tasks, the maintenance of international peace
&nd sscurity. The establishment of the principles of new thinking in world
politics has enabled us to start implementing the effective measures of persuasion
and enforcement provided for in the Charter.

In the context of recent events, I should like to remind those who regard
aggression as an acceptable form of behaviour that the United Nations has the
authority to take msasures for “the suppression of acts of aggressicn". There is
tlready ample evidence that that right can be exercised.

O0f course, before that - and I reiterate “bafore that" - all political,
peoaceful, non-military forms of pressure must be exerted on the &ggressor,
obvicusly in combination with economic and other enforcement measures.

In a vay, the Persian Gulf crisis is not only a tragedy and a dangerous threat
to peace but alao a serious challenge to 21l of us to review the ways znd means of
maintsining sscurity on our planet, the methods of protecting law and order, the
machinery for controlling the preeeaaeavwhich affect the state of human
civilization, in the broadest sense of the term, ard the role of the Unitad

Nations.
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It cannot be otherwise in today's world. Caly in this way can we make the
period of peace lasting and irreversible and follow up on our initial success in
bringing about u healthier climate in international relations.

Life poses new tasks. What will be needed first and foremost is, in our view,
an effort to gain a theoretical and conceptual understanding of the political,
military, techrolegical, economic, scological, humanitarian and cultural realities
of the modern world and of its human dimension. The world is becoming consolidated
around universal human values. Partnership is replacing rivalry. On this basis,
relationships are being built among many countries that once looked upon each other
as adversariss and rivals. \

Partnership is not merely a fashionable term. It became evident during the
latest crisis and underlay the close and constructive interaction among the
permanent members of the Security Council. But the decline of East-West rivalry as
& real or perceived factor in international relations may bring new figures and new
phenomena to the arcna of world politics. One such phenomenon ws shall probably
have to deal with is that of claims to regional hegemony.

Among the issuei assuming a critical importancs for the future of monkind are
the non-proliferation of nuclear, chemical, bactericlogical ard missile
technologiea and, more generally, the disproportionate growth of ths military
sector in the economies and livec of some countries or States. Even in the past
the doctrines of the "balance of terror" and "nuclear dsterrence" weare questionable
mezns of maintaining the security of the world. Im the new conditions of today
they have simply become irrelevant.

We need to define the criteria of defence sufficiency. After the Iragi
aggression it would seem difficult to talk about this. After all, what can bs
sufficient in the face of the irrational? On the other hand, this aggression has

cace again underascored the validity of the argument that no country should have the
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exclusive prerogative or absolute freedom to determine its own level of armament,
Auy othsr approach would result in an unbridled arms race and all-out
militarization. We must look towards gifferant principles, towards accommodation
to tke concerns of others and towards a balance of armaments at tha lowest possible
levels.

We in the Soviet Union have the unfortunate experience of having built up an
excessive military capability, and wa know very well what that costs. Thiga was due
more to an erroneous assessment of the situation and & desire to protect the
country against any oventuality than to any evil intent or aggressiveness. At the
time, we and our rivais took an unduly "arithmetical® approach to the concept of
military parity. of course, parity is needed for global stability, but it should
not go beyond the limits of’reasonablo defence needs.

We have drawn and continue to draw appropriate conclusions for ourselves. It
is now common knowledée that militarization is wasteful for any country and can be
ruinous when taken to extremas.

In the longer term, the world community will nesd to monitor the military
Power of States, arms supplies and transfers of military technology. Such an
spproach will be in everyona‘s interests and will strengthen stability and trust,
Otherwise we shall constantly be confronted with armea con“\icts and attempts at

intimidation ana blackmail,
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Above all, it will be necessary to keep a close watch on those countries that are
making determined efforts to buila up the offensive capabilities of their armad
forces; we must not only observe what they are doing but also call upen tham to
explain why it is being done and why it is nacessary.

Of course the United Nations itself will have to play the primary role in
this. But the Organization will need effective support f£rom regional security
structures, which are already becoming a reality in Burope and which we hope wilil
emerge in Asia and the Pacific, in the Middle Rast, in Central America and
elsewvhere in the world.

We might cousider the idea of introducing at the globai and regional levels
the international registration of certain types of armaments that are produced or
acquired. There is uvaquesticnably a need for transparency in this area.

We need to agree on principles governing the sale and supply of arms. Such
attempts were made in the past, but unfortunately they were not carried through to
their logical conclusion,

In our view, the Geneva Conference on Disarmament must be urgently raguested
to address this issue and to submit recomnendations to the General Assembly at its
next session.

Two years ago the Soviet delagation raised the issus of reactivating the work
of the Security Council's Militory Staff Committee. Recent developments convince
us of the need to return to the original idea conceived by the creators of this
Organization and of its Charter.

We kncw why the Military Staff Committee has never become a functioning body.
During the "cold war” the Committee did not and could not have a role to play.
Now, however, we see that without substantive recommendations from that body the

Security Council is unable to cerry out its functions under the Charter.
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The architects of our Organizaticn proceeded from the harsh realities of the
Second World War and ware right in assuming that if the Organization was to be
effective in keeping the peace and Preventing war, it must have the means to
enforce its decisions and, if necessary, to suppress aggression and must also have
machinery for the preparation and co-ordination of such actions.

The Soviet delegation bolieves that the Sscurity Council must take the
necsssary organisatioqal steps to be able to act in strict conformity with the
provisions of the Charter.

It should begin by initiating steps to reactivate the work of the Military
Staff Committee and to study the practical aspects of assigning natioral military
contingonts to serve under the authority of the Council.

The Soviet Union is prapared te conclude an sppropriate agreement with the
Security Council. We are sure that the other permanent members of the Council and
States that might be spproached by it will do the same.

If the Military Staff Committee had worked properly, if appropriate agreements
had besn concluded between the Council and its permanent mombers and if other
organigational aspects of countering threats to peace had been worked out, there
would now be no need for individual States to act unilaterally. After all, howsver
justified they might be, such actions provoke a mixed response, create problams for
those States thsmselves and may not be acceptable to all.

By contrast, there is no reason to object to actions taken by the legitimate
international "law-enforcement bodies" - the Security Council and the Militavy
Staff Committoe.

He also should not underestimate even the psychological effect of the Security
Council's acquiring structures and forces to counter aggression.

I should like to emphasize that the use of force is possible only as a last

rosort. We must rely om non-military, political means and pursue our objectives in
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& peaceful manner, Tcday more than ever before, it is these methods that are
bscoming effective.

The latest crisiz has dramatically illustrated the importance of preventing
the gpread of weapous of mass destructiocn.

To be frank, the situation is becoming most alarming. lLet us face it: cracks
have appsared in the nuclear non-proliferation régime; difficnities ars being
encountered in expanding the sone of spplication of the safeguards of the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). It is time ¢to trigger the emergency
systems and facs thes question ia all seriousness in order to save the situation.

AS a mattsr of the utmost urgency, nuclear tests have to be stopped. 1If tosting is
stopped, ws have a chanca to survive: otherwise the world will perish. I have no
doubt whatever about this. We need to tell people about this tgankly. without
taking refuge in all asorta of specious arguments. Perhaps we should invite the
parliaments of all countries to express their attitude regarding nuelear explozions
and nuclear tests. We could organize a world-wide parliamentary referendum.

What elsze has to happen ir order to set inm motion at long last the élimination
of chemical waapons? The process must be completed by the conclusion of a
convention. The Soviet Union and the United States are setting an example by doing
this on a bilateral dasis. But what about the othars? It is really oGd that while
there is no person, no politician who would publicly cali for retaining tozic
agents, things are easentislly at a standstill and we still have no convention.

Porhaps we should ask for @ roll-call vote here ia this General Asserbly Hall
and see who votes against the proposal? 1f everyone is in favour, it will be a
simple matter to set up a binding scheduie for completing work on the Convention
and to establish a time-frame for the destruction of chemical weapons. Similar

problems, mostly conceraing verification, arise with regard to biolegical weapons.
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Swift and decisive action is needed on all these issues. Yet the debate at
the Geneva Conference on Disarmament, let us honestly admit, proceeds in a calm and
leisurely manner. Can we accept this? Even as dangerous developments are gaining
critical momentum in the world, the Geneva negotiations are continuing at a pace
that was set at the time of the "cold war".

I think the negotiators at the Palais des Nations at Geneva should roll up the
blirnds. Let them see what is going on outside and let people know what our
disarmsment pundits are meditating upon.

I do not want to offend anyone. I know that those working there are
honourable people. But what is to be done? The time has come to cry out, to act
decisively and firmly.

I cannot fail to mention yet another aspect of security.

The world community should also consider the possibility of various
"unconventional situations" arising from the mass taking of hostages and cases of
blackmail with threats of the use of particularly dangerous and destructive weapons.

These problems will have to be addressed at two levels: technical and legal.
We could start by setting up & group of experts for special contingencies under the
auspices of the Security Council.

The group could include outstanding anti-terrorism experts, psychologists,
nuclear scientists, chemists, physicians, disaster-relief organizers, experts on
the physical protection of facilities, and the like.

Recommendations concarning the maznagement of "unconventional situations"
should be made known te a limited number of people. The Security Council may find
it necessary, upon recommendation cf the Military Staff Committee, to establish a
rapid-response force to be formed on a contract basis from units fnacially
designated by different countries, includiag the five permanent m2.vers of the

Security Council. This idea also deserves congideration and discussion.
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But technical methods alone are not. suough to deal with such things. 1In our
view, it is exhrem;ly important to institute a new norm in international law which
would declare that any person who threatens to use weapons of mass dsstruction for
purposes of blackmail, to take hostages or to engage in mass terror is guilty of a
crime against humanity. Work on this has been under way for a long time somewhere
in the labyrinths of this Organization, but its end is not yet in sight.

What we need, however, is to create, as soon as possible, a moral and legal
environment in which anyone guilty of grave crimes against humanity, of
participating in acts of mass reptession.‘hoatage-taking, terrorist acts or
torture, and thoss guilty of particular cruelty in the use of force, could not
escape punishment and would rot be absolved from personal responsibility even if he
acted under orders.

The principle of suppressing aggression and threats to peace should, in our
view, be complemented by the principle of individual responsibility and by
commenaurata punishmeat.

The Persian Gulf criasis is causing major dislocations in the entire system of
the world ecoromy, as other spaakers have pointed out. Their full magnitude is
difficult aven to assess at present. It is clear that ths consequences will Lbe
severe for the economies of the daveloping countries, particularly the poorest
ones. Merely stating this is not enough; action must be taken without delay. It
iz pecessary to establish, as Soon as possible, an international mechanism, even if
only a temporary oag, for exsmple, under the auspices of the Interanational Monetary
Fund (IMF) or the World Bank, to mitigate the adverse consequences of this crisis
for countries which are in a particularly vulnerable position. We are of the view
that sounding out ths economic reporcussions of the crisis should be primarily the
function of the United ﬁatiens; the Yrganization should be the centre of action in

situations affecting the intsrasts of many countries.
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History, particularly modera history, teaches all kinds of lessons. Thaey must
not be ignored or underestimated. One of them is that security can hardly be
lasting unless it is supported by economic growth combined with spiritual health
and by traditional cultural values combined with new technelogies and with a
concern for the environment. Co-operation in the 1990s must therefore be geared to
the resolutiom of the entire set of global economic and enviroumental problems. A
new “poverty curtain”, this time between North and South, must not be allowed to
descend. If it does, the resulting division of the world may prove fatal to our
civilization. We have no time to lose. A global strategy for development and for
solving problems common to all mankind is needed now, and the Secretary-General's
report on the work of the Organization rightly makes this point. The United
Nations, supported by its specialized agencies anad by outside intellectual
resources, should set about formulating such a strategy.

An interdependent world calls for a new level of multilateral ecomomic
partnership. Co-operation on a bilateral basis and in selected areas is no longer
enough; it is global co-oparation that is needed.

The special session of the General Assembly on international economic
co-operation clearly showed that everybody would gain if each group of countries
were to adjust its approaches and show willingness to forsake individual or group
self-interest in sconomic co-operation, setting as its highest priority the
interests of the common good, a global self-interest, if you will, which would no
longer be selfish, We weicome the provisions of the Declaration of the special
session which support the integration of the Soviet Union and East European
countries into the world sconomy. We hope that the United Nations will give
concrete expression to ites support for this process.

The Soviet contributiom to these efforts will certainly be growing as we move

ahead with perestroika at home, deecpen our economic reform and change over to a
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market economy. Ws have firmly opthd for a closer association with the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GAZT), IMF, the World Bank and the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation anad Develcpment (OECD), with a view to joining them as soon
as the necessary internal and external conditions are established. It is true that
we are rather late, but nons the less we have coms to a firm position on this very
important matter.

We also see a unique comtribution that we can make to the devalopment of
international co-operation. For geographical and other reasons, we are in a better
position than others tc serve as a link betwsen Europe and Asia and to contribute
to the establiskment of a sirgle Burasian space in the economic, scientific,
technological, environmental and other sphieres. This will certainly be
facilitated, for instance, by Sovist transport systems, main lines already in
existence, and communications equipment, including space communications.

Scientific and technological progress has beccme & major factor shaping the
world's future. The global nature of its implications places in a new perspective
the need to co-ordinate the policies of States in this area. The United Nations
and its system of organizations can and must, in our view, assume a leading role in
these efforts. .

This is an area in which trust amond States is of special import;nce. Without
trust, barriers to international scientific and tochnical co-operation cannot be
dismantled. We think that the internationnl community should take a stand against
monopolism in the fisld of science ana technology. Otherwise, it will be difficult
to deal effectively with underdevelopment and the many problems of the developing
world. If we succeeded in strongly focusing the global development strategy on
scientific and technelogical progress, we could substantially mitigate such
alarming trends as the brain drain, the growing migration of professionals, and the

rising cost and narrowing scope of research. The United Nations would do well to
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take the lead in organizing a global forum on the role of thought, science and
technology in addressing the problems of today's world. The Soviet Union is
Prepared to take the initiative in holding a major international forum of this kina
in our country.

Much has basn saia lately on environmental issues. We even run the risk of
talking away our future, for up to now - I emphasize that this is at the global
level - there has besen much talk but little action, while the destruction of the
environment is outstripping our preparaélonn to deal with the enviroumental threat.

I hope that even as we continue to prepare for the 1992 Conference on the
Environment and Development in Brazil, we shall be able to start implementing
specific enviroanmental protection projects. In our view, one of the priority
measures would be to estabiish a United Nations centrs for smergency environmental
assistance. We have submitted to the Secretary-General a list of Soviet scientists
and specialists whom, at the request of the centre, we would be ready to send to
arsas of environmentsl disasters at our own expense to serve as members of

international expert teams.
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We are well aware that a healthy environment requires considarable investment
at both the national and the global levsl. As we ses it, the way cut of the
problem is reduction of military expenditure and conversion of military production.
There is no alternative. The figures are well known. Eight hundred billion
dollars must be spent before the end of this century to avert environmsntal
degradation and destruction - almost the same amount as is spent by the world for
military purposes each year.

The urgency of environmental-protection problems has been highiighted by the
Chernobyl tragedy.

We are grateful to the Governments and the various agencies which are joining
in the hard work of dealing with the consequences of the disaster. On behalf of
the Soviet people, I also wish to express our gratitude to all intermationral,
governmental and public organizations and private citizens who have offered their
help to the victims.,

Our special thanks go to the United Nations Educational, Scientific sma
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and to thosa countries and organisations that have
skown such a touching interest in Chernobyl‘'s chiidren, iaviting them to come for
rest and medical treatment and gladdening the hearts of the children with their
concern and their warmth. The Secretary-Genersl's decision to designate a Special
Reprssentative for Chernobyl disaster relief has alsc been greatly appreciated in
our country.

The multi-dimeasional approach to security supported by our Organisation
brings into focus the interrelationship between the security of States and the
well-being and freedom of the individual. The human being igs coming to the fore
and the human dimension is becoming a universal yardstick for any international

undertaking. For us and for the United Nations the sscurity of the individual, of
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every citisen, snd the protection of fundamental human righta are ingeparable from
national sscurity and from ianternationsl security as a whole.

I think the time has also come to look at regional conflicts from the
standpoint of human rights. Those rights include the right to life and parsonal
safety, as well as the right to enjoy fundamental freedoms and to participate in
the democratic processes of one's society and one's State.

The main task for the international community is to create conditions in which
people would be able to make a free choice. Disputes must be settled mot in the
trenches of war but through the ballot-box, both regionally and within the
individual countries and States.

Speaking about the future, we should alsc like to respond to those who have
besn following with understandable concern the developments in our country. True,
our domestic situation is not at all simple and is still far from stable. We can
readily understand that comcern: ours is an enormous country, with enormous
potential, and the stability of the Soviet Union has & great influence on the state
of the worid,

But whatevsr the complexity of our situation, one camnnot fail to see that it
is evolving against the background of the emancipation of all the pecples and all
the citisens of our country, their active involvement in the political arena and
the reaffirmation of their national identities. They are opening themselves to the
world, and the worid is discovering them.

That this procca; is accompanied by some difficulties and even some costs
should not cause sxcessive alarm, because the Soviet people znd the damocratic
forces that aro assuming responsibility for the future of our Union are aware of
the Soviet Union's place in the worid and of its responsibility for the .‘aintenance

of global stability. This awareness is shared by all the peoples cf our
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multinational country, and they will all act responsibly, realizing that stability
in the world will also msan peace in their own home,

In working for the renewal of our society, we have seen how important it is to
defend democratic principles at all levels domestically and internationally.

I should like to say in particular that if attempts to embark on the path of
democracy were to end in failure or, woraze still, in collapse, it would hava grave
consequences for the world's future, not to mention the risk of chaos and new
dictatorships. Preventing that should be in everyona's interest.

A8 we meet for the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly, we are
speaking not so much of the Organization's maturity as of the beginning of its
rebirth, its restoration according to the blueprints of 1945. Wiping off the grime
left by the “cold war”, ws See a work of collective wisdom. The United Nations was
conceived as an instrument of action. Henceforth, we must ail ensure that our
words are bound te joint - and I emphasize "joint" - actions. Now is the time
precisely for that. The philosophy of teday iz a philosophy of action.

This is the sixth time that I have spokem from this rostrum and participated
in the work of the Genaral Assembly. It has certainly been a great school, a
tirst-rate school. Whera else can one become so tlosely involved with the entire
gamut of human problems and encounter such a constellation of personslities,
intellectuais, pProfessionals and scholars, whose brilliant qualities are epitomized
by the Secretary-Gemeral of our Organiszation, Mr. Peres de Cuellar?

I consider myself very fortunate to have met and worked here with outstanding
political leaders and great personalities during the years whan the United Nations
returned to being what it was meant to be - a centrs for harmonizing the activities

of natioms.
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Mc. BOULARES (Tunisiaj (interpretation from Arabic): It is a pleasure
for me to extend to you, Sir, on bebalf of the Tunisian delegation, our warmest
congratulations on your election to the presidency of the current session and
success in the accomplishment of your noble mission.

We are completely convinced of your success, knowing as we do your outstarding
qualities, your long experience and your continued efforts in the service of
justice and peace.

This election is a tribute by the internaticnal community to your friendly
country, Malta, for the important role it plays within the Movament of Non-Aligned

Countries and on the Mediterranean and international scene.



RC/15 A/45/PV.6
66

(M. Boulares. Tunisig)

The Tunisian delegation will be pleased to co-operate closely with you during
your presidency of this session in order to attain the objectives for which our
dynamic organisation is working.

It is also a pleasura for me to extend to your predecessor, His Excellency
Mr. Joseph Nanven Garba, representative of fraternal Nigeria to the United Nations,
our best wishes and appreciation for the great compatence with which he prasided
over our last session and the comsiderable efforts that he made to resolve our
problems with wisdom and effectiveness.

It is also a spscial pleasure for me to take this opportunity to express
directly to the Sscretary-General, His Excellency Mr. Javier Peres de Cusllar. our
profound asteem for tha commendable afforts that he unceasingly makes so generously
in the service of peace the world over and for the implementation of the principles
of the Charter of the United Nations in international relations.

I am also pleased to extend a welcome, on behalf of my delegation, to the
Principslity of Liechtenstein. This admissior supports the universality of the
United Nations, the world forum of all countries large or small at this time when
the concept of international solidarity is being strengthened.

While the last session witnessed a number of positive developments which
aroused optimism and reassurance that the worid would continue to evolve toward
stronger understanding, the Aifficult comtext in which the present session is being
held is a source of concern and disquiet, bocﬁuae of the crisis which is developing
dangerously in the Gulf ragionm.

The present escalation of this erisis is the harbinger of the gravest of
threats to security and peace in the region and in the world at large. This is why
we wish to give it our complete attestion before referring to the many successes
achieved by the United Nations in different fields, thanks to the combined efforts

of its menbers.



RC/15 A/45/PV,.6
67

(M2, Boulares. Tupisia)

Tunisia has voiced its profound concern about this crisis from the very
beginning. It was our hope that the two parties to the conflict might arrive at a
solution to the dispute through dialogue and negotiations, given the relations of
fraternity and good-neighhourlineqs that bind them. Unfortunately however, the
situation quickly became complicated and assumad considerable proportions, due to
military escalation, the fact that the dispute spilled over to aeighbouring
countries and the intervention of certain States from outside the region.

Tunisia has made tireless efforts to contribute to the containment of the
crisis because of the privileged relations that it has with both the fraternal
countries, Iraq and Kuwait and because it belongs to the Arab Muslim world and is
profoundly committed to irternational law and the principles enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations as well as that of the League of Arab States, primary
among which are the non-interference in the internal affairs of other States, the
commitment to resolve conflicts by peaceful means and the non-threat or use of
force in the settlement of disputes between States.

In all its endeavours, Tunisia has sought to confine the conflict within its
Arab context, in the belief that widening the scope of the conflict would
jeopardize the search for a peaceful solution. We believe that if an Arab solution
to the conflict had beea giver a real chance, many of the subsequent complications,
such as the landing of foreign forces on Arab soil could have been avoided, and we
would thus have been spared the emotional impact that the crisis has had on Arab
and Muslim pecples ard the threat of & war that could break out at any time and
that would be detrimeatal to the region regardless of its outcome. Furthermore,
international relations and the economic situation would undoubtedly be influenced

by this war which might break out.



RC/15 A/745/PV.6
68

(Mr. Boulares. Tuaisia)

In spite of the Aifficulties of the present situation and the complexity of
inter-Arab relations, it is stili our belief that there existsz a chance of £inding
a aolﬁtion to this crisis withia a strictly Arab context. Such a chance should not
be overlocked: it exits and it is necesaary.

On this basis, and in an attempt to coxtribute effectively to resolving the
crisis, ¥r. Zine El Abidine Bex Ali, President of the Republic of Tunisia, stepped
up contacts and consultations with many fraternal and friendly heads of State. He
received a number of special envoys from the two countries directly concerned and
emissaries from many other Arab aad non-Arab heads of State. He also sent special
envoys to the two Arab Stutes directly concerned, the permanant members o£ the
Security Council, the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the leaders of
the European commurity, with messages and concrete proposals that might coastitute
the framework of a solution in accordance with international legality and based on
the following principles: release of civilians being held in Iraq and Kuwait;
withdrawgl of Iraqi forces from Kuwait; repiacement of foreign forces by Arab
forces; guaranteeing the security for all the States of the Guif; resolvirg the
vital problems that led to the crisis; resolving ths problems of the Middle East
and the Arab nation, which the internatiomal ccmmunity has not yet baen able to
deal with, because it has mot been able to implement numerocus United Nations
resolutions that it was adopted thus far.

Tunisia still puraues ths path of peaceful sclution. Our President has sent
the Tunisian Prime Minister as envoy to President Saddam Hussein, with specific
propecsals, in search of a window of opportunity in this grave situaticn. We hope
that those proposals could be implemented in response to the nesd for harmeny among
peoples and the imperatives of peace and security in the region. We note with

satisfaction the favourable reception of those proposals. We take this opportuaity
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to reaffirm our acherence to the Security Council resolutions concerning the Gulf
crisis. In this respect, we have submitted 2 report to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations. We have also informed many international institutions and
organizations, about the negative impact on our national economy resulting from the
implementation of the embargo while at the same time stressing the exceptions
concorning medication and foodstuffs mentioned in Security Council resolution
661 (1990) itself. On the basis of these ideas, and completely in accordance with
human rights principles, we reject, and have always rejected, the involvement of

civilians in conflicts and any violation of their freedom of movement.
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Tunisia has always supported ard upheld the moral authority of the United
Nations. It has placed its capabilities at the service of the United Nations. The
latest axample of this was Tunisia’s participation in the procass of the
independence of Namibia. We believe that the United Nations is the depositary of
the high values enahrined in the Charter, which establishes an internaticnal code
of conduct and remain firmly convinced that the Organization is able to shoulder
its responsibilities in safeguarding peace, as it has done on many occasions in
different parts of the vorld. Tunisia has been supported by the United Nations on
every occasion whenever it suffered aggression becausas of its stance in favour of
the cause of justice and freedom.

Our ;3 ofound belief in international legality and firm commitment to its true
meaning cannot be dissociated from each other. If the crisis in the Gulf iz a form
of a breach of legality, there are many precedents in the history of the Unite:
Nations that show that in the case of other injustices the voice of the United
Nations has not been heard and there has been no deterrence. The most striking
example of this is the injustice that has been inflicted on the Palestinjan paople,
whose legitimate right to self-determination and to the establishment of ar
independent State on their own soil has been denied, while Israel parsists in
refusing to withdraw from the occupied Arab territories.

It is unnecessary to.tecall the dozens of resclutions adopted by the Uniteqd
Nations General Assembly and Security Council concerning the Palestinian cause
which have soc far remained dead letters Lecause of Israeli stubbornness and disdain
for international law.

We firmly believe the United Nations is called upon to implement its
resolutions on this issue as assiduously and as firmly and treachantly as it does

in the case of the Guilf crisis lest people the world over get the impression that
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the handling of world issues is selective, discriminatory and dependent on the
parties involved, the interesta at stake and the circumstances.

The current puinful situation in the Gulf region, with the risk of explosion
that it entails, must not make us forget the daily suffering of the Palestinian
people, who, without weapons, is heroically resisting Israeli occupation, an
occupation which is injurious to their identity, their existence and their land.
From this rostrum we pay a heartfelt tribute to the heroic uprising, the jintifadah,
which is about to enter its fourth year of struggle, while acts of repression
continue unabated. We once again make a pressing appeal to the international
conscience to support firmly the Palestinian people, under their legitimate
leadership, so that they may completely recover their right to independence,
freedom and dignity.

Surely it is the international community‘s most urgent duty to oppose Israeli
plans to modify the dGemographic map of the occupied Arab territories thrcugh the
settlemont of Jews from the Soviet Unicn ond Eastern Europe and the expulsion of
Palestinians from their lands. In accordance with international legality and the
resclutions of the United Nations, we stress the nesd to convene zs soon as
possible an internaticnal conference for peace in the Middle East, with the
participstion of all the partiss concerned, including the Palestine Liberation
Organization, the sole, legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, which,
with a high sense of respoasibility, has demonstratad its commitment to the search
for a peaceful, just and lasting solutiom of the Palestinian problem and the
conflict in the Middle East.

Fraternal Lebanon has recently made some progress towards a definitive

solutiorn guaranteeing to its peopls security, stability and territorial integrity.
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We walcome the progress that has been achieved, thanks to the determination of
the children of Labanon, in restoring harmony in the country, and thanks to their
accurate assessment of their respousibility for overcoming the deadlock. This made
it possible to arrive at the Taif Agreement and also made possible the coantinuing
selfless work of the arad Tripartite Commission, which is now tackling the last
obstacles, which we hope will be removed as soon as possible in the higher
interests of Lebanon and in order to bring about the return of calm ard prosperity
in the framework of reconciliation and civil peace.

While the Middle East has many crises that await gsolution, the region also has
many positive aspacts and a desire for stzbility and peace. I would 1like at this
peint to welccme the achiavement of peaceful unity botwesn tha two Yemens and@ the
emergence of a single unified Yemen.

We are firmly convinced of the ability of the United Nations to participate
effectively in overcoming the Gulf crisis with its repercussions and find an
appropriate solution tc the conflict in the Middle East, just as it has done
successfully in the case of other conflicts where it has shown itself to be on the
side of justice and freedom, and quite capable of eliminating many hotbeds of
tonsion.

We were profoundly pleased to ses Namibia, that fraternal couatry, join the
ranks of independent States and take its rightful Place among nations, thanks to
the uayielding struggle of its people and the support of the international
community. We wish to pay tribute to the front-line States for the great
sacrifices that they made to aid the cause of Namibia. We also laud the role

played by the United Nations in support of the irdependence proceass in Namibia,
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I wish to take this opportunity to extend, on bshalf of Tunisia, my warmest
congratulations to the delegation of Namibia on the occasion of its admission to
the United Nations as a full Momber. We are certaia that the young State of
Namibia, whosa People paid a high price for its independence, will fully play its
role in the service of the African continent and in the service of the cause of
justice, freedom and petce, by contributing to the strengthening of the
Organization of African Unity and the efforts of the United Nations in the areas of
development, stability, security ana peace.

Proud to be African, Tunisia has unceasingly worked for sclidarity among the
Continent's pecoples and wilil 3pare no effort in helping the Namibian paople to
build its young State in accordance with the recommendations of the Organization of
African Unity. We hope that the international community will come to Namibia's aid
ia order to emable it to meet the challenge of development and progress.

The achievemonts and the pProgress made on the African continent in the fielad
of decolonization and independence will remain incomplete as long as injustice
persists in South Africa, where the vhite minority continues to violate the most
basic of human rights by practising racial discrimination and violate international
nerms and conveations.

While expressing our joy over the relesse of the leader and fresdom fighter
Nelson Mandela who has regained his freedom after moxre than a quartet~ced€uty of
imprisonment, we note with cautious optimism the few modest initiatives taken by
the Government of South Africa, which in fact fall short of introducing the radical
changes that would guarantee ggquality for all and establish a democratic régime

where the majority is able to exercise its legitimate rights.
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That is why the intermational community must not relax its pressure in the
form of an economic embargo or other effective measures until Praetoria complies
with law and justice, espacially now that these pressures are beginning to produce
results and prove their effectiveness.

We must remain vigilant in order to thwart any intrigues and manosuvres thaz
mey be designed to fuel antagonisms and internal strife in order to abort the
axpected procoess of changs and spread terror and disorderx.

Tunisia is following.with deep concern the developments in the situation in
Afghanistan. We have expressed our profound satisfaction following the signing of
ths Geneva conventions and the withdrawal of Soviet trocpa from that frateraal
country, but the in-fighting among brothers unfortunately persists and continues to
take a heavy toll in Afghani lives and cause destruction in the country.

It is our hope that interaational efforts to help Afghanistan recover its
national unity within a framework of harmony will succeed =zd that it will be able
to establish the system of its choice in full freedom and &t last tackle the
reconstruction and development of the ccuntry.

He express the same hope rogarding tho‘framawork agresmeat concluded on
28 August 1990 by the five permanont membars of the Security Council in respect of
Cambodia. This agreement conferred important administrative responsibilit?.s upon
the United Nations. It is our hopo that this will contribute to the settlement of
the conflict that persists in that friendly country and that it will be possible to
Achievo lasting peace in the region. We also hope that the parties to the conflict
will profit from this valuable opportunity to promote recomciliation anmong
themselves through constructive and effective dialogue and thus restore harmony ang

peace to the Cambodian psople.
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Wa also view with satiszfaction the efforts made to unify the Korean
peninsula. Tunisia, which has traditional bonds of friendship with the two States,
is delighted at the resumption of contacts betweean the two with a view o
reconciliation and national unity. We ses in this a contribution that is bound to
strengthen the climate of peace and co-gperation in the Asian contineat and the
world at large. Perhaps we are not far from the day when we shall sge the Korean
peninsula represented in this Assembly.

The increasingly frequent use of peaceful means to resolva international
disputes represents a positive element in the establishment of a world based on
undestanding and agreement. But the strengthening of this tendency requires that
we renounce the arms race. It requires the abandonment of the policy of hegemony
and the use of force in international relations in order to arrive at complete
disarmament - a prerequisite for international détente to be a reality. This
détente has becomes a vital and urgent requirement not only to safeguard pesce fi.
world over but also because of its positive impact on the world economy which is
now undergoing an untenable crisis one of whoss main causes is the major imbalance
betwsen the considerable expenditures of industrialized countries on weaponry and
the modest funrds allocated to devslopment assistance.

Undoubtedly, security, peace and stability will crsate an atmosphere of
serenity in the developing countries aud will make it possible for them to limit
their military expenditurss and thus to apply their potential to action for
developmant, .

Tunisia, on the streagth of its convictions and pursuant toc the path it hag
charted for itself at the régional level, has worksd for the strengthening of

security and co-operaticn in the Mediterranear region and, in thie respect, we view
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with satisfaction the understanding shown by our Buropean friends and their growing
conviction of the nsed for Joint action in order to strengthen solidarity among
Mediterranean States.

The questicn of pollution hag unceasingly concerned the international
community because of its negative impact on the eavironment. It has harmed to
different degrees all the countries of the world in varyiag ways - for example, tha
pollution of the oceans and seas, desertification, soil erosion, deforestation,
sudden and violant changes in global climats, as well as toxic wastes that certain
industrialized countries attempt to dump on the territories of others, particularly
in Africa.

Aware of the serious nature of this question, Tunisia reacted at the naticnal
level by teking the initiative in 1988 to create the national snvironmental
protection agency and enacting the laws we naed to combat.all tyres of pollution.

On the African level, Tunisia is preparing to contribute effectively to the
success of the Year of the Environmsnt in Africa, which is planned for 1991, and ve
will thus show our readiness to co-operate with our African brethren and exchange
experiences in t.iz field.

Among the dangers threatening the integrity of the individual and the health
of socliety is the spreed of aarcotic drugs., Although Tunisia is neithor a producer
nor a consumer of those drugs, it is resolutely fighting this scourge by
establishing many contrel agencies in order ¢o monitor prebable transit points and
stem the development of thig traffic. It is acting in constant collaboration with
spacialized internatioaal agencies in order to eliminats this phenomencn.

Tunisia, which made radical changes in ite society on 7 November 1987 -
changes which led to the establishment ¢f & democratic régims based on pluralism

and {reedem of thought in a State where law and imstitutions rule ard which hags
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unceasingly worked to strengthen human and community rights - confirms itas strong
devotion snd total commitment to the United Natione Charter and also proclaims its
intention to translate the Charter's lofty purposes and principles iato concrete
reality on the national asrd international levels.

In that context, at the beginning of the year Tunisia pPresented a preliminary
report concerning the implementation of the international Convention agsinst
Iorture and other Cruel, Ishuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishmant to the
Committee against Torture.

Tunisia also submitted on 16 and 17 July 1990 its third report on tho
implementation of the interanationsl Covenant of civil and political rights to tha
Commission concerned.

On another level, and pursuent to its desire to styvengthen the rights of
¢hildren, Tunisia signed the United Nations Convention on the Rightz of the Chila
which will be ratified in the very near future. We enthusiastically support the
initiative to convens the World Summit for Children which will be an opportunity
for the international community to voice its commitment to the rights of the child.

Furtlermora, Tunisia supports ail initiativsg aimsd at strengthening the
rights of the handicapped.

Tunigia has beon delighted at the profound changes that have occurred in
today's world and, above all, in Bagtern Eurcpe witkh a view to enshrining public
freedoms and the foundations of democracy and respect for human rights.

These are considersdble schievements that augur well for aa international

community that can at last enjoy davelcpaent, prosparity and dignity.
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On the other hand, we must in all objectivity voice our concern over the
tendoncy to marginaiise, at leagt in political discourse, the developing countrics
in general and the African continent in particular. That tendency, we believe, has
8 negative impact on the material and wmoral situation of the third world countries
which are confronted by a situation of worsening poverty due to a reduction in
external resources and the dichotomy bstween long-tera devolopment objectives and
short-term structural adjustment,

While reccgniszing once again before tha Asseably our responsibility to remedy
that situation, we note with scme bitterness that the major sacrifices made at the
nationzl level are gravely endangered hecause ouyr finsncial obligations exceed our
real ability to pay. Inm that respect, the study on the global economy conducted by
the United Nations sécracariat as well as the World Bank Teport devoted this year
to poverty, highlight the aggravation of that phenomenon and its nsgative impact on
the ressumption of development in the developing countries.

The World Bank has advocated the implementation of a strategy to fight that
scourge, which will constitute the main chzllenge to the international cemmunity in
tho 1990s. We support that initiative, which buttresses the appeal made by the
developing countries to the internationsl financial institutions to take the social
dimension into greater account in their ocononic_recovcry Programmsz. The success
of thet strategy, ad vs 3e2 it, will depend on an improversnt in modalities of
assistance and on increased support from the interasticamal community in the
implemoxtaticn of national policies freely established by the daveloping countries
for the struggle against povarty.

Experience has shown tha: the developing countries cannot achieve sustained
growth while witkstanding the hardships of inflation and the woight of foreigm
indebtedness. Mr. Camdossus, the Dirsctor Generazl of the !ntornatlonal_uohntary

Fund, elogusutly described that situation &s one of “growth spurts”. Hs also
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stressed, at last July's session of the Economic and Social Cownecil, the Fund's
dscision to contain and attenuate the effects of the recovery programmes in order
to guarantes o better balance of adjustment, growth and social Justice.

That initiative demonstratea the need to give priority to non-inflationary
growth based on a system of multilateral co-ordination and broadened monitoring,
even if the question of reconciling effectiveness and justice, productivity ana
humaneness, resmains. In that respect, the President of the Repudlic, Mr. Ben Ali,
had the opportunity, during his presidency of the Arab Maghreb Union {(AMU), to
express Tunisia‘'s position on indebtedness to Mr. Bettino Craxi, Spacial
Represantative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations on the debt question,
to whom we should like to extend our sincere thanks for the raport now befora the
Asgenbly.

Reed we dwell on the precarious situation of the indebtsd developing
countries, and ia particular on the situation of Tunisia, which is among the
medium-income countries? We believe that Mr. Craxi's report reflects the mair
concerns axprassed by our countries in that respect. 1t is our fear that the
foreign dsbt problem may lead the internstional community and multilateral agencies
into an impasse at a time when we see on the horizon the premises of a real peacs.
That may occur because of the absence of a real will to change international
financial mecharisms and find an appropriate solution to the problem.®

In that respect, Tunisia supports the proposals contained in Mr. Craxi‘'s
raport concerning & reconversion of bilateral debt through participation in the
establishment of a development bank in ths Mediterranean, the cancellation of

debt-servicing for the least devaloped countries, and the establishment of new

®  Mr, Peerthum (Mauritius), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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paymont timetables from 30 to 40 years. The implementation of those proposals, we
feel, would contribute to resolving the foreign debt crisis of the developing
countries. Need we recall that a solution to the crisis constitutes one of the
commitments undertuken by the internaticnal community at the eighteenth special
lo.aiéﬁ of the Generél Assenbly devoted to the resumption of growth and development?

Towards that end, the special session of the General Assembly focused the
collective and concerted will for action on the progreassive alleviation of the
profound imbalances curreat in the world econcmy, taking into greatsr account the
role and interests of the developing countries. That session also had the merit of
speeding up the integration of the Eastern Buropean countries into the
international economy and of facilitating their accession to international
institutions in order to enable them to increases their role as dynamic trading
partners. |

We also view with satisfaction the contribution of that session to the
strengthening of multilateralism in international economic relations. We take this
opportunity to reaffirm the importance we attach to respact for the conszensus
achieved at the special session. We believe that to be all the more important now
on the eve of two major gatherings - the eighth United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development and the conclusion of negotiations in tho Ganeral Agraement on
Tariffs and Trade, the success of which will depend on respsct for the interests of
all, the effective participation of all countries, and their compliance with the
conclusions that will he reached through the mobilization of the necessary
political wiil,

The Declaration on Intermationzl Economic Co-cperation rightly stresses that
an open and credible multilateral trade system is esssntial for the promotion of
growth snd development. We continus to belisve that the eatablishmeant of such a

system remains possible, bearing in mind the growing interdependonce between
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different sectors and national economies, and that it is indeed urgent in ordsr to
remedy the assymetry in structures of production and consumption at the global
level.

Now that the growing interdependence of nations is broadly acknowledged, we
must identify the ways and maans of managing that interdependence in order to take
into greater account the aspirations and legitimate concerns of all. Thus, the
recent developments toward economic integration agreements and free-trade zones
continue to arouse both hope and concern, given the challenges faced by less
productive trade pzrtners.

In our view, it is important to take measures to dispel those fears. We hope
that the implementation of such arrangements will contribute to creating trade and
not to distorting it. It is in that spirit that the five countries of the Maghreb
created the AMU, one more step towards integration and co-operation among their
peoples arnd the African peoplas in general.

This yeer, important progr2ss has been achievsd in co-operation among the
countries of the Maghreb. Tunisia had the honour to participate in the
strengthening of that co-operation when it held the chairmanship of the AMU. We
are convinced that concerted Maghreb action will continue in the interests of the
peoples of the region in order to achieve economic and social development, and that
that will be a factor of stability, understanding, and the strengthening of peace

and security at the regional and international leveis.
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In this respect, the Union of the Arab Maghreb has promotsd the establishment
of constructive snd open co-operation with peace-loving nations and with most
regional groups, especially thoss that are linked to the Union by traditional and
historic relationships based on geographic proximity, particularly ia the
Mediterranean region, where it is possible to develop a platform of co-cpsratiocn
and understanding based on the principle of shared development for the sake of
prosperity and the sacurity of the coastal countries,

The co-operation that ws ssek to establish betwesn the countries of the
northern and southern Mediterranean should have as its objective the reduction of
disparities, thanks to & freely-entered-into policy that tackles our development
problems - first and foremost, indebtedness, immigration and the environment,

I should 1like, at ths conclusion of my statement, to underscors the close
irterdependence betwesn develcpment imperatives and the continuation of the process
of democracy in the developing countries. The Phenomenon of sconomic recession
that we bave ncted in many countries constitutes a real danger to regional and
international peace.

Ia this respect, hopes for détente and international understanding would be
jeopardized unless ail member countries were to show resolute political will in the
search for an aquiteble solution to the problem of indebtedness. This would be the
best guarantee of a new internatiorai order, such as is perhaps Just now emsrging,
The international commuaity must therefore go beyond any seifishness and must
oqtablilh co-operation and co-ordination betwaen its membaxs 80 that we can
approach t¢he third millemnium with hope and serenity, and so that we can achieve
dovelopment for all countries duriag this develcpment decade, for which

President Ben Ali appealed at the last session of tha General Assembly.
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Mr. ASAMOAH (Ghana): The close and cordial relations between Malta and
my country give me added pleasurs in conveying to the President of the General
Assembly at its forty-fifth seasion the warm and sincere congratulations of the
Ghana delcgation on his unanimous eleoction. My delegation looks forward with
confidence to a rewarding and successful session under his able and distinguished
leadership.

{ should like alsc to congratulate his immsdiate pradecessor,

Major-General Jossph Garba, an illustrious son of Africa, on his outstarding
contribution to the forty-fourth session.

I should like to take this opportunity to welcome Liechtenstain into
membarship of the United Hations. The prospects for the universality of this
Organization being made complete in the near future are now bright indeed, and this
is as it should be.

The international political climate has taken a sudden, paradoxical and
alarming twist as a result of the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, Ghana had hoped that
after eight years of wasteful war, attendsd by umtold human suffering, the Gulf
region would be spared another conflict, Unfortunately, that region's stahility
has once more been disturbed, and the threat of a wider confiict looms before us.

The Governmeat of Ghana has already issued a statement totally rejecting the
use of force in internationmal relations and underlining Ghana's commitment to the
peaceful settlemeat of disputes, in accordance with the United Nations Charter. we
again call upon Iraqg to withdraw its forces from Kuwait unconditionaliy and to
settle its differences with Kuwait through peaceful nagotiations. We also appeal
to all to exercise maximum restrain: and to give dialogue and diplomatic effort a
chance,

The Gulf crisis points to other concerns, which are wider in their

implications. The double standards, particularly on the part of the West, are as
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revealing as they are unacceptable. The willingness to rush into action at the
annexation of Xuwait coatrasts sharply with the condoning of, and inaction over,
Israel's occupation of Arab lands and with the benigr neglect cf Liberia. Again,
for years, the Western countries have contended that economic sanctions would not
work against South Africa. Suddenly, the sams countries ar@ eager to apply
sanctions against Irag. ,

And it is AQifficult not to see the response to Irag at least partly in terms
of the consistent exploitation of the third world through strategies that ensure
the supply of cheap raw materials to the Western industrialized countries. On the
other hand, policies of oil-rich third world countries that have facilitated the
injection of billions of dollars in investment in Western industrialized countries
contrast sharply with the lack of adequate resources to emable many a third world
country to meet the basic requirements of economic devalopment. These ,
considerations cannot be overlooked, and in the face of them a great dilemma is
posed to many third world countries having to withstand high o0il prices as a reﬁult
of a prolonged sanctions pPolicy against Iraq. A secure worid order is possible
only on the basis of a consistent commitment to principle and to social justice.

The anxiety that has been displayed in respsct of the Gulf crisis should be
brought ¢o bear also on Israel in the search for a solution to the Palestinian
probiem, which remains a major cause of instability in the Middle East. We
reaffirm our support for the General Aasembly's call for an international
conference, under United Nations auspices, in which all parties, including the
Palestine Liberation Organization, would participate on an equal footing to address
the problem.

In Cyprus, the rising tension between the two communities is a matter of

concern to my delegation. We call upon the two communities to abandon mutual
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recriminations in favour of a more vigorous effort to promote recoaciliation. In
this resgard, the Secretary-General's plan of action, aimed at assisting the two
communities to roacﬁ & negotiated settlement, dezervas a chance,

Racent developments in other areas, howsver, have augured well. Improved
Bast-West relations continue te strengthern the prospects for peace. The
super-Power summits in Malta and Rashington and the ongoing Vienna talks, which
shiculd result in significant troop reductions, have raised new hopos for psace and
stability in Burcpe, thus putting an end to four decades of division and mistrust
in that comtinsat.

Wo also welcome the racenmt Bush-Gorbachev agraement.on the won-production of
chsnical wespons and on the dsstruction of their chemical-wespon stockpiles. It is
the hops of my dolegation that this agressment wili provide the necessary impetus to
the Genova nsgotiations on chealer® weapons. As & signatory to the 1925 Gsneva
Protocr i, Ghara shares ths iateraationsl concsra over the use and spread of
chemical wesapons. We look forward to a momprehsnsive treaty that will commana
vaiversal adherence.

We hope thet the leszsons of the Vienns talks will not be lost on developing
countirios, much of whosa sxpenditure on ermg purchazes, in our view, could have
besr chanxelled into soclo-econcmic programmses to alleviate poverty and gsocial
hardship. Greater Sedication to equity in North-South relatioms ead observance of
the principle of non-iuterfersnce im the internal affeairs of member States,
particulariy the develcpiag countries, would de much to encourags developing

countries to emercise restraint in the acquisition of weapous.
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With regard to nuclear weapons, we are concerned at the slow progress of ths
ongoing negotiations after the encouraging start in 1983, Removing the threat of
nuclear war, as stated by the General Assembly in the Final Document of the first
special session devoted to disarmament, remains the most urgent task of our day.
Once again, we call upon the super-Powers to redsem their pledge.

By far the most significant import of improvea East-West relations is the
fresdom and independence of East European countries and the forthcoming
reunification of Germany. We hope that these developments will not open tha door
to internal instability, conflicts within and between those States arising out of
ethnic rivalries and old boundary disputes. In a future of economic super-Powers,
a reunited Germany would have pride of place, which should satisfy German
sentiments and bes a factor for peace. The free markets of Eastern Europe would, it
is hoped, open further expozt opporé@nitioa for the third worla countriea, even
though the greater competition for scarce Western resources will have an adverse
impact on their development. Opportunities for educational facilities for
nationals of third world countries and favourable econemic and trade &rrangements
betwean thoae countries and the Eastern European countrias appear to be in
jeopardy. There ia evidence of increased racism in the newly founded democracies
of Eastern Europe, not to mention the posaibility that East-West détente may
threaten the efforts of thira vorld countries to e3cape Western imperialism and
neo-coionialism. So, whils wo wslcome changes in Bastern Europe, we are also
apprehensive about their impact upon the fortunes of the third woria.

The eighteenth special session on the drug crisis held last February, and the
forthcoming Nbrld Summit for Children, the first ever, underscore the overwhelming
desire that the Unitod Hationa should be a Primary player in our Common endeavour

to address two gigantic human problems of our times, Reinvigorating the worid body
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in the social area where, for so long, it has been only marginally etfective, iz an
encouraging trend which my delegation supports. The carrying out of this and other
vrucial tasks, including peace-making and peace-keeping, however, demands a
stronger and better-finenced United Nations.

It is, therefore, a matter of regret that, despite the implemantation of
almost all of the budgetary and administrative reforms recommended by the
1985 Group of High-level Intergovernmental Experts, the United Nations continues to
face serious financial problems owing to the withholding of assessed contributions
by some Member States. We call upon those withholding assessed contributions to
comply with the financial requirements of membership,

My delegation welcomes the positive impetus to the Cambodian peace process in
the shape of the new United Nations peace plan, which offers a framework for a
comprahensive settlement aimed at ending the civil war in Cambodia. My delegation
is also encouraged by reports about plans for a new political order that would end
outside arms supplies to the warring Afghan factions and set up an impartial
electoral process. We are équally encouraged by the positive developments in the
Iran-Iraq peacs process since the last session, partiéularly by concessions made by
Irag leading towards direct negotiations by tha two countries and the repatriation
of several thousands of prisoners of war. We call upon all the parties concerned
and the international community to lend their fullest co-cperation to these various
peace processes.

We have féllowud positive trends in other parts of the world closely. The
Republic of Ysmen, which we weicome, is being represented hers for the firat time
by one delegation. German reunification and the Roh-Gorbachev exploratory talks
held in Sen Prancisco in June 1990 have had their impact on the Korean peninsula,

whera discussions between delegations from North and South Korea and the exchange
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of top-level visits ure incrsasing. ‘A resolve by both Koreas to settle their
differences is the most secure basis for peace in the Korean peninsula. as
sovereign independent States, either the Democratic People's Republic of Korea or
the Republic of Korea, or both, are entitled to be admitted into the Unitea
Nations. It would be better still if by agreement betwesen them they could foliow
the example of Yemen.

I would now like to turn to the African continent, where the global drive for
peace has received a serious set-back through the current conflict in Liberia,
Ghana and five other sister member countries of the Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS) were compelled to send Peace-keaping troops to Liberia in
the context of the cease-fire monitoring group established at the end of the Banjul
Summit on 7 August 1990 to stop the carnage and the destruction of property ir that
country. We appeal to all peopls of good will to extend support to the ECOWAS
effort.

Wo would also appeal for early resumption of peace talks in Mozambique and
Angola,

The adoption by the Security Council on 27 June 1930 of the
Secretary-General's implementation Plan on Western Sahara marks a significant step
forward on the tortuous Journey towards the settlement of the Western Sahara
conflict. We call upon all parties to extand maximum co-operation in the
implementation of the plan.

The road shead for the realization of the General Assembly's objective of a
acn-racial democratic South Africa continues to be fraught with difficulties
despite recent sancouraging dsvelopments in southera Africa. As the report of the
Secretary-General to the General Assembly at its resumed forty-fourth session
shows, the political guidalines set forth in the 14 December 1989 Daclaration are

far from being met by South Africa. The report is timely, particqlarly in the
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light of curremt attempts being made by Pretoria and by some Members of the United
Nations towards the lifeting of sanctions against South Africa.

Responsible public lezders and organizations, including the Commonwealth
Committee of Nine Foreign Ministers and the July 1990 Summit of the Organization of
Mrican Unity (OAU), have stroagly urged that sanctions against South Africa shouid
be maintained ara strengthened. The truth of the matter is that thsre has been
little progress towards dismantling apartheid. Meanwhile, right~ _ olements and
the security forces are fuelling conflict and carnig® among blacks as a way of
reversing the prospects for progress. Until there is clear evidence of an
irreversible move for dismantling apartheid, the international community should
continue to maintain the pressure on Scuth Africa in the form of comprehensive and
mandatory sanctioms.

The global oconomic situation continuss to be a source of concern to several
developing countries, including mine. For sub-Saharan Africa, inm particular, it is
the same tragic tale of economic stagnatior and declining living conditions,
despite the structural adjustment programmes undsrtaken by several couatries.

Wa appreciate the good will and practical support extended o Africa by the
international community, but more needs to be done. We recognize that, in the
foreseeable future, Africa will require substantial externgl assistance to
supplement its own efforts.

But Africa requires the underatanding by its development partners of the
cultural environment in which tho reform programmes must be 1mplemented. It is
important to stress this point in order to drive home some fundamental truths about
the African situation, particularly ir the light of the emerging views about new
political conditionalitiss for extending assistance to Africa. This is not the
time to widen the web of conditionalitiag, particularly if this will lead to the

imposition of political concepts and constitutional processes that will undermine
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national unity and stebility. It is rather the time to adopt realistic attitudes
towardn redressing the unfavoursble interrationsl environment, in particulir
probl;ms of falling commodity prices, dsbt-ssrvicing burdens, high interest rates
and protectioniss, which continue to undermine reform efforts of African
Governments.

In the area of trade, developing countries continue to suffer from adverse
terms of trade. While developing countries undor their various restructuring
Programmes have liberalised their economies, the developed countries have givean in

to protectionist pressures ana resorted increasingly to maneged trade, as

exenmplified by the growing volume of voluntary export restraiats, orderly marketing

arrangements snd bilateral agreements limiting trade. The international trading
system, founded cu the principle of non-discrimination, is littersa with

discriminatory arrangemants.
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The 19803 have also seen the magnitude of the external dabt of developing
countries grow in volume to the level of $1.3 trillion, of which Afriea bears ovﬁr
$250 billion, with the debt still rising on account of rising intorest rates and
rescheduling. As the Secratary-General's Expert Group on Africa‘'s comrodity
problems points out in itg report, rescheduling of dsbt, unaccompanied by debt
write-down, can lead to incroased overall debt. Although there has basn some
progress in debt relief under the Toronto Agraement on the Peris Club debt, the
impact has been inadequate both in scope and implementation. My delegation,
therefore, wholehoartedly endorses the reccemendations of the Secrotary-General‘s
Expert Group on Africa's debt, particularly those regarding increased efforts to
reduce both the debt stock and the debt service; the granting of further relief by
moving beyoad the terms of the Toroate initiative inm respect of the remaining Paris
Club debt; and the availability of a moratorium of 3 to 10 years with interest
charged at Internaticnal Development Agsociation (IDA) rates and the resources cost
not deducted from aid allocations. My delegation would alsc like to take this
opportunity to reiterate its call for an ianternational conferesnce on Africa's debt.

The flow of resources so critical to the 1ong;term davelopment needs of
developing countries has bsen considerably reduced. The commercial banks zre still
reluctant to rssume lending to highly indebtad countrios 88 their credit worthiness
has been sericusly eroded by the twin problens of external indebtedness and adverse
terms of trade. Many low-income countriesr dspend on ofticial developmant
assistance (ODA) for extornal finance to support their development programmes. qu
ODA flows have stagnated in real terms. Few industrialized countries have attained
the target of 0.7 psr cent of gross national product (GNP) in ODA flows to
developing countries. 1In the face of the resourcs &queese, serﬁctural adjustiment

programmes mountsd by most African countries within the framework of the United
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Natione Programme of Action for African Economic Racovery and Developmant 1986-1990
have had short-term perspectives as the necassary rasources to support
growth-oriented policies have not bean forthcoming.

In calling for a specisl gession of the Ganeral Asssmbly devoted to the
revitalization of economic growth and development, in particular in the developing
countries, ths Group of 77 had expected purposeful and decisiva international
action to address the mejor constraints militating against their ecoaomic growth.,
But in tho end consensus could be achievead only or the basis of bland assurancos
promising more of the same failed policies. ror dsveloping countries this was a
disappointment. The international < cosmunity missed a good opportunity t
denonstraeo its political will to fina a lasting solution to some of the
intractablo problens confronting the dsveloping world today.

Instead, refuge was sought in callu for democratic rozotn. In the 19808 the
call was for economic roform. Developing countries followed tbhe prescriptions for
structural adjustment and yet continued to suffer Sconomic malaise of a more
virulent kind. Katurally they begen to qusstion the policy prescripticns and thaeir
underiying sssumptions. The Economic Commission for Africa® ) altetnativc framework
for structural adjustmont should have bcen s welcome coatribution to the debate.
Howsver, instead of its promoting a vigorcus dsbate on, and criticai analysis of,
the reasons why econcmic roforms were not vielding the oxpacted results, the focus
quickly shifted from the need for economic raform to the lack of democratic reform
as the primary comstraint against economic Ffecovery and developmeat in the
developing countries. Democratic reform has thus bacome the clarion call at the
baginning of the 1990g. ‘

I should like to address that qucgtlon. as it is important to make the

position of the Ghena Government quite clesr. Implicit in the new clarion call is
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the statement that the political systems of the developing countrios are scmehow
flawed and perhaps Nestern-style political institutions are what is reguired to
lift the doveleping countries cut of their economic plight. Let me say
unequivocally that ws cherish the idesls of democracy. Our argument is that
political institutions must be rooted in the culture and expsrience of the society
concerned, not in an alien culture.

This position is refilectsd in Ghara in the scund beginning which we have
already made towards representative government through the astablishment of
district assembliss, elected freely by secret ballot from multiple candidates.
These assemblies constitute the vehicles for participgtiou, at the grass-roots
lavel, in decigion-making. We are taking the process further by conducting
natioral comsultations on a future political system for our céuntry. These
consultations and the consansus emérging therefrom will fashion a system of
government at the national level which rests on our value goals, particularly
stability and nationsl unity, and is xcoted in cur culture.

But no political system, hawever represontative or dsmocratic, cam thrive in
the face of grinding poverty and deapondency. The experience of many countries
demonstrates that democratic reform without economic justice sounds hollow to those
ravaged by hunger, diseass, illiteracy and misery. Freedom from want is as basic &
human right as the right to choose the political aystem under whick one lives.

Believing as it does in thas promotion of, and respect for, human rights, the
Government of Ghana has sigued and ratltieﬁ various ianternational human rights
instru@an&s at the global and regional leveis covering a wide range of rights and
freedoms of the individual and of paéoples. These include the Convention on the

Rights of the Child, which my country was the first Member State to ratify in
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furtherance of its resolve to Protect and promots the rights of children, and the
African Charter of Human and People's Rights which addresses the paculiar
socio-cultural and ecomemic considerations pertaining to African peoples. Equally
importazt is the reflection of our commitment in our domsstic policies and
legislation.

The Government of Ghana iooks forward to participating actively and
constructively in the internatiomal Conference on Environment and Development which
will be held in Brazil in 1992, for which the preparatory work has already begun.
It is our hops that all aspects of envirommental protection and preservation will
be considered, including issues relating to the transfer of environmentally sound
technologies and resources in support of the sustainable development of the
developing countrioes.

In conclusion, the poverty and declining living standards of Africa remain a
major challenge to the international community. The objective of global peace will
continue to be illusory as long as this challenge is umnmet. The 1980s were
characterized as the lost decads for development. At the dawn of the 1990s let us
Pledge together to avoid such a mockery of the closing decade of this century
through our common anAd renewed endeavour to ephance the quality of 1life of the vast
majority of the peoples of our planet. Collectively we have the capacity and the
rasources. We must match that capacity and those resources with our collective

will.






