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IRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF SHEIKH RASHID BIN SAEED AL-MAKTOUM, VICE-PRESIDENT AND
PRIME MINISIER OF THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES AND RULER OF DUBAI

Zhe PRESIDENT: It is with deep regret that I must inform the Assembly of
the death of His Highness Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al-Maktoum, Vice-Prasident and
Prime Minister of the United Arabk Emirates and Ruler of Dubai. His Highness Sheikh
Rashid bin Saeed Al-Maktoum became Ruler of Dubai in 1958, Vice-President of the
United Arab Emirates in 1971 and Prime Minister in 1980. He will be rememberea for
his wise stewardship and his untiring dedication to the United Aradb Emirates.

On behalf of the General Assembly and on my own behalf, I request the
representative of the United Arab Emirates to convey our heartfelt condolences to
the Government and peoples of the United Arab Emirates and to the bereaved family.

I now invite members of the Assembly to stand and observe a minuts of silence

in tribute to the memory of His Highness Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al-Maktoum.
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Ihe PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of Kuwait, who will spesk on
behalf of the Group of Arad States.

Mr. ABUTHASAN (Kuwait) (iaterpretcation from Arabic): On behalf of the
member countries of the Acab Group, which Kuwait has the hounour to chair during the
curreat month, I should like to express our sincere condoleaces to the delegation
of the United Arab Emirates on the death of Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed al-Maktoum,
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates and Ruler of Dubai.

We share withk the United Arab Emirates its great loss on the death of one of
the founders of the modern State of the Emirates who, throughout his great history,
was a keen advocate of the welfare of his people and the promotion of the Arab
cause in gereral. We would zsk the delegation of the United Arab Emirates to
convey our heart-felt condolences to the Govermment and people of the Emirates on
this sad occasion.

May Allah, the Almighty. let his soul rest in peace. Wo shall all return to
our God the Creator.

The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of Poland, who will speak on
behalf of the Group of Eastern Buropean étates.

Mr. PANLAK (Poland): OCn behalf of the Eastern Europaan Group, I should
like to join the previous speakers in expressing condolences to the Government ard
pecple of the United Arab Emirates on the tragic death of their Prime Minister.

Ihe PRESIDENT: I call om the representative of Sierra Leone, who will
spsak on behalf of the Group of African States.

Mr. KARGHO (Sierra Leone): On behalf of the Group of African States at
the United Natioms, it is my solemn duty to pay homage to the memoxy of
His Highness Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al-Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister
of the Urnited Aiab Emirates and Ruler of Dubai. We are all familiar with the

qualities of this noble statesman and his presence will be sorely missed.
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(Mc. Ksrgbo, Sierra Leone)

Finally, allow me to oxpress our deeply felt condolences to the family, pacple
and Government of the United Arab Emirates.

The PRESIDENT: I now call on the representative of the Syrian Arad
Republic, who will speak on behalf of the Group of Asian States.,

Mr. AL-FATTAL (Syrian Aradb Republic) (interpretation from Arabic): It is
with much sadness that we have heard the news of the death of
Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al-Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister of the United
Arab Emirates and Ruler of Dubai.

On behalf of the Group of Asian States in the United Nations, of which I have
the honour to be Chairman, and en my own behalf, I offar most sincere condolences
to the pecple and the Govermmeat of the United Arab Emirates and the family of the
deceased.

The late Sheikh was one of the most eminent porsonalities in the United Arab
Emirates. He played a sigeificant role in the establishment of the union and also
in the prosperity of Dubsi. Hs was an cutstanding statesman who devoted his entire
life to promoting the objectives of the noble Arab nation.

God's mercy upon the soul of the deceased and, once again, condolences to his
family.

The PRESIDENT: I now call on the representative of Bolivia, who will
speak on behalf of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean States.

Mr. NAVAJAS-MOGRO (Bolivia) (interpretation from Spanish): 1In the midst
of our work at the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly we have heard the
news of the death of the Vice-President and Prime Minister of the United Arad
Emirates and Ruler of Dubai, Sheikxh Rashid bin Saeed Al-Maktoum.

The death of the Sheikh - precisely at the time when the Arab states are

experiencing one of the most painful crises in their history - is a serious blow to
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(Mr. Navajas-Mogro. Bolivia)
the countries of our region. We have always enjoyed excellent relations and
friendship with those States. For that reason I express, on behalf of the Group of
Latin American and Caribbean coumntries, our feelings of sadness and solidarity with
the people and Govermment of tho United Arab Emirates.

The entire international community is saddensd by his death, which deprives
his country of a tireless defender of the people's walfare.
Ihe PRESIDENT: I now call on the representative of Canada, who will
speak on behalf of the Group of Western European and Other States.
Mr., MERIFIELD (Canada): On behalf of Mr. Yves Fortier, Chairman of the
Group of Western European and Other States, I have the sad duty of extending the
deepast sympathy of the Group and of Canada to the paople of the United Arzh
Emirates and of Dubai, who have 1lost their Vice-Presidsnt and Prime Minister and
Ruler of Dubail, Sheikh Rashid bin Saced Ad-Maktoum.
I would especially like to extend the Group's sincerest condolencas to
Sheikh Rashid's family.
As other representatives have already noted in the Assembly today,
Sheikh Rashid had a major influence on the development of his country. 1In his
official position and personally he always showed dedication to international
co-operation in the political and eccnomic spheres. The memory of his
accomplishments will be an excellent example te his successors.
Again I extend our dsepest sympathy to the delegation of the Uanited Arab
Emirates, to the people of the Emirates and to the family of Sheikh Rashid.,
Ihe PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of the United Stateg of

America, the host country.
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Mr, WATSON (United States of America): The people of the United States
extend their sincerest condolences to the people of the United Arab Emirates as
they mourn the loss of their Vice-President and Prime Minister,

Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al-Maktoum. Our hearts go out especially to the family of
Sheikh Rashid at this difficult moment .,

During his tenure, Sheikh Rashid worked tirslessly to promote the welfare of
his people. HKis insight and ability were key elements in the davelopment of Dubai
as a trading and commercial centre. The Sheikh was also intimately involved with
the expansion of trade and commerce throughout the Emirates. Sheikh Rashid has
left his people an impressive legacy which will be remembered in the United Arab
Emirates for a long time. He will be greatly missed. we in the United States
salute his memory.

Ihe PRESIDENT: I now call on the representative of the United Arad
Emirates.

Mr, AL-SHAALI (United Arab Emirates) (interpretation from Arabic): In
the name of Allah the merciful, the Compassionate, "Come back thou, to thy Lord,
well pleased and well-pleasing unto Him. Enter thou, then, among my Devotees™ (The
Holy Koran. LX¥XIX:28, 29).

Last Sunday, the United Arab Emirates lost ons of its most distinguished
statesmen, His Royal Highness Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al-Maktoum. Sheikh Rashid
greatly contributed to the establiskment of the Union of the Emirates, in
co-operation with his brother, His Royal Highness
Sheikh 2ayed bin Sultan al-Nahyan, the President of the State. As his deputy and
Prime Minister he helped lay down the foundation of a modern State which has become

a leading Union experiment and a pioneer in the Arab world.
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The deceased, since ho came into authority in the Omirate of Dubai in 1958,
worked for the modernization of the Emiraces, and when the Federstion wag
established in 1971 his ideas and experience helped ostablish the State on a sound,
developed and modern basis. His contributions to the wide-ranging ecoromic
situation of the Emirate - with its RAny welfare programmes - has made of it an
international oasis. Since taking over the premiership in 1980, his political
wisdom and ability have distinguished the United Arab Emirates policy abroad and at
howe. |

¥hile ws moura the deceased, we thank you, Mr. Prosidsnt, for your kind
initiative and for eulogising him befors the Assandly. Thies was a great comfort to
us. Wo also extend our gratitude for the feelings that were oxpresssd by the
leaders of the regional groupe and of the host country. Wo will convey their
condolences to the family of the decessed and to the Government and pecple of the
United Aradb Emirates.

Wa seisze this opportunity to reiterate cur Pledge to the Assembly that tho
United Arab Emirates continues its policy based on intermational charters and
agreements aimed at the maintenance of peace, security, welfars and stadbility for
311 countries of the world.

AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued)
GENERAL DEBATE v
Mr. HURST (Antigus and Barbuda): Plsase accept my couatry's
congratulations, Sir, on your unanimous alection az President of the forty-£ifth
session of the Gensral Assembly. The peogls of Antigua and Barbuda feel conascted
to your couatry, not merely beceuse we ars memberg of the Commonwsalth of Nations
but 2iso, and primarily, because Malta is a small, island country such iike ours.

Melta's role in intarnational affairs serves as a beacon of achievement for amall
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countries. We congratulate you, Sir, on your slection to this high office and hold
great expsctations for tho succeas of this sesaion.

My delegation welcomes Liechtenstein to the femily of nations and wishes to
exprass particular pride in the admission of a small State. Empll States necd the
United Nationa; membership for us is neither a luzury ner an aftsrthought,

However, if ths svents of the post eight weeks have taught a single new lesson, it
is _thac large and poworful States have sn squal nesd for the United Hations. The
rule of law, so necesssry for the presservation of peace, is of peramount importance
if the principle of tho soveraign equality of States is to endure. 8xnll States
can be assured of the permanence of their sovereignty by boing Memboras of the
United Nations, the worléd's perlizment and Psace-making body. We congratulate the
Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Porsz de Cuellar, on ths leadership role he has

Played in securing pesce.
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(Mz. Burst. Antigua apd Bachuds)

Permit me alzo to express ay profound respect for youzr predecessor,
Axbassedor Garba of Nigeria. My 3delegation worked closely with him during these
past 12 months sinca the representative of Antigua and Barbuda vas elected
Vice-Prosident of the General Assesbly at its forty-fourth session. We have come
away, 8ir, with the highest regar@ for his intellect and for his skill as a
diplomat. His leaderahip during countless nagotiating scssions confirms the faith
Placad in him lost yoer and explains the admiration he has wen: The people of my
snall country extend gpacial thenks to former President Gsrba for the kind words
addressed to me iz his parting statement.

Twenty-£five years ago, three outstending Caribbesn statesmen - Brrol Barrow of
Barbados, Forbes Buzaham of Guyans and Vere C. Bird, my Prime Kinister - met at
Dickenson Bay, Antigua, to lend thoir signetures to the charter of what is known
today ae the Caribbean Community. My small, developing, isiend country takea pride
iz knowing that it has served as the bedrock of regional integration in the
Ceribbean. The Caribbsan Comsunity, 25 yoars 614 thisz yaar, now eabraces every
English-spesking indspendent country in the Caribdesn snd three non-indepeadont
Caribbean States. As the regionsl integration movesent in the Caridbesn gains
mamentum, our exporience has confirmed the asseortions made in 1965 by the fZounders
of the Caribbsan Community. They had long argusd that seemingly imtractable common
problems within and among nations are best teckled by the multilateral appreach.

Hy island country will thus contiaue to promote multilateralism, convinced that it
does provids the machonism for co-opsration, contiuuity snd poaceful coexistonce.
We view the United Wations ac the principal stsge for the promotion ¢f this
cosmon-sense approach to problem solving.

It is widely recogniszed, for exasple. that the prestigs of the United Wations
todsy is higher than it has ever been. My delegatioz is tirely coavinced that the



NR/bb A/45/PV. 27
12

(ma—mmm)
unanimous condemnation of Irag for its invasion and anncxation of Kuwait is
possible in 1990 because of the multilatersl approach adopted in the hour of
crisis. If nations lerge or small, wealthy or poor, ara to be persuadad to turn
their swords iato Ploughshares and their spears into pruning-hooks, then |
multilateralism must becowe a tepet of the foreign policy of States, and the
mechaniom of the United Natioms must bs ralied upon as an integral actor. The
United Mations muct not be made merely a convenient tool to be included in or
exciuded from tmltuoué world events at the whim of States; the legitimacy of the
United Nations will quickly be eroded if it Sppears to be the handmaiden of a few.

My Government and people Joir in tho universal condemnation of Iragq. As a
small Sctate, we feal a bond with the people of Ruwait, we share their semse of loss
and outrage, and we wish them to know that my small, developing, island country
will do all that it ean within these walls and elsewhere to help bring an end to
the injustices perpetrated by the iavaders.

Another injustice, perpetrated by indifference and gread, brews without
surcease in the Caribbean country of Haiti. 1In 1804, when the Haitian
revolutionary Toussaint L‘Ouverturs succeeded in eradicsting slavery from Haiti, he
heralded & new world order which, ia the thres decades following, hastencd the end
of the evil system of slavery throughout the Caribbean, Haiti became the first
independent republic of transplanted Africans in the New World. As we stand on the
thregheld of another mew world order, democracy in Haiti cries out for assistance.
The United Nations is being esked to provide a tested method of assistance at the
bahest of the Governmeat of Halti. My small Caribbean country, determined to repay
its hRistorical debt to Haiti and to lend shape tc the exerging new world order, has
Joined in sponsoring a draft resclution which is sure to be sdopted unanimously by

this Assembly. A resolution on Haiti does not, however, tranalate into materiai
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(Mr. Hurst, Antigua and Barbuda)
assistance; it behooves us to make pledges of financial support for the electorsl
pProcess in Haiti and to contribute to the eventual rebuilding of an economically
viable and politically stable Haiti. If we do not succeed with this initiative, if
we fail in this venture, then we shall have failed in our effort to contribute to
the creaticu of & fair and decent world.

A fair and decent Scuth Africa eludesz us for yet another year. The evil
system of apartheid has been shaken by continued universal condemzation; the
release of Nelson Mandela and other political priscners and the unbanning of the
African Nationa) Congress and other political groups sre the direct result of the
mounting pressure brought to bear on South Africa by sanctions imposed by the
United Nations. Those sanctions cannct be relsxed at this time.

My country and psople walcome the far-reaching chonges taking place in South
Africa. We conéinuo to call cn the racist régime to move swiftly to dismantle
apartheid, conscious of tho fect that the lomnger official racism remains in place
the more difficult will be the reconstruction pericd following its demise.
Apaxtheld must be dismantled now in order to seve South Africa’s black and white
children from suffering the pain and misery inflicted on adults and children alike
by an oppressive and unjust system maintained by force.

The continued violence against indigenous pecples in the modern world cannot
be allowsd to continue. A year ago Antigua 2nd Barbuda issued a c2ll for their
protection followiag revelations that more thaa 200,000 indigenous people had
perished by violent means in the preceding twelve-month psriod. The plight of the
world's indigencus pacples since then has improved not at ali. Gold-miners,
land-grabbors aad thoughtlsss criminals have invaded the lands of indigenous
peoples, causing disesse, environmental degradation and massive disruption of

traditional life. The islands of my Caribbean were once the home of sevaral
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(Mr. Huxst, Antigua and Barbuda)
indigsnous pcoples that were virtually exterminated by war and slavery, begicning
in 31492. Today's indigenous peoples fight, Yike the heroic Caribdean paoples of
centuries past, against more formidable foes, who will gurely aiso drive them into
sxtinction. Antigua and Parbuda will thus readily give its support to the Group
for the Study of Indigenous Populations, connected to the United Nations
Subcommittee for the Protection of Minorities, in proposing that 1992 ghould be
declared the “Internmational Year of the Indigenous Peoples of the Woria“.

Iwo years after becoming a Member of the United Nations, Antigua and Barbuda
joinea with Malaysia und several other dsvelopirng countries to press for the
protection of Antarctica. It would not be unreasonable to conclude that we are
disappointed with the progréss made thus far; yet we holéd great expectations for
the outcome of tha eavironmental protection conference of the Antarctic Treaty

Consultative Parties to be held in Chile next mouth.
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(Mc. Huxst. Antigua and Barbuda)
We asgsert the right of the Socratary-Gensral or his representative to be present,
though we acknowledge the greatsr need for noa-Treaty parties to have a meaningful
roie in the docision-making process. ie is our firm belief that Antarctica should
be brought under the umbrella of control of the United Nations. The frosan
continent must not become the poscession of large States only.

¥y country is unshakadly pledged to the cause of preserving Antarctica as the
coimon heritage of all mankind. Our comtribution to the dsbate on the rational
uses of Antarctica is an extension of our comnitment to the preservation of the
environment. Threats to ths Barth's enviromment have multiplied a thousandfeld
since the start of the industrial rsvolution, at the turn of this century. In less
than 100 years, mankind has succeedsd in upsetting the ecological balance which
svolved over the 3,500 million-year history of our planet. Within the next
40 yoars, it is estimated that mankizd will burn more fuel than has bean consumed
since the discovery of fire half & million years ago. Increasing levels of
pollution, coupled with a simultenecus decroase in the ability of natural systems
to absordb atmospheric wastes, will sccelerste anvironmental decline.

Rain forests, the most valuablée of mankind‘'s terrestrial assets, are being
destroyed &t an alarming rate daily. Our oceezns are polluted by various
contaminants - including fertiliser run-off, industrial wastes sud oil apills -
vhile low-lying agricultural lands w-~14 wide, including entirs islands in the
Caribbesan and in the South Pacific, sre threatened with submsrsion by rising sea-
levels brought about by glcbal warming and the melting of the polar ice-caps. Ours
is an 111 planet which will becoms more i1l unless our countries are willing to
alter significantly our patternz of consumption.

Ironically, the wellspring of this state of affairc can bs found in causes

stemming from both weslth and poverty. Davelcped and developing countries both
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contribute. The solutions therefore lie ia both national amd internationel
action. My ¢ountry thus walcomes the 1992 Confersace on Environment and
Devalopment, to be hosted by Braszil, and applauds the Maldives for the Conference
on Sea-Level Rise held racently.

One month age at the Uaited Nations Congress om Crime, held in Havana, my
Government outlined its policies to combat imternaticnal crime - one of the modern
Scourges of mankind. And, at the special session o2 drugs earlier this year, we
shared with the Assembly our concerns and the approaches we have adopted to
eliminate the danger posed by drug trafficking.

At the Congress on Crime and at the specisl session on drugs, the consensus
clearly pointed to a nged for a multilateral assault on the purveyors of thssa
evils. My country hss thus formulated a rsgional pPlan of action in concert with
eight other Caribbean island nations to deter ragional drug traffickers and to
dissuade criminals with grandiose schomes. %e have formed s regional security
force which is prepared to respond swiftly and forcefully to any threats to its
members® sovereigmty.

My Government has also given its support to the proposal, put forward by
Trinidad and Tobago, to breathe new life into the idea of an internationsal criminal
court of justice. We are confident that such an institution would provide a
workable mechanism as part of a whole range of services vequired for the fair
administration of international criminal justice.

Drug trafficking and criminal terrorism pose special security problems to
isiand countries with hundreds of miles of unguarded gshorelines and with scarce
resources to match the ultra-modern equipment which wealthy Arug barens have the

wherewithal to purchase. But beyond security lies another problem.
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We have learned from other island countries in advanced atages of development,
like Singapore, that investment in childrem and youth is the most certain routs
away from under-developmsnt, Priority in my island country has thus beez giver to
the development of human resources. To neglect our human resource base ig tc
undermine the potential for future ecoaxomic growth. Yet, scarce financial
resources must be diverted to combat drug traffickers and criminal terrorists.
while official development assistance slows to a trickle and borrowing, at lowsr
than the market rate of interest, has become unavailable. My relatively poor
island-developing country, with a per capita income barely exceeding $2,000 per
annum, has been graduated to a middle-income country, thereby putting coxcegsionary
loans beyond our grasp. Small island couantries szo vulnmersble to devastatiag
natural catastrophes, so lacking in natural rescurces and with exceedingly small
populations, cannot reascnably be judged by the same ecomomic yardsticks as
populous, resource-endowad, larga countries.

We therefore call once again for the use of more reliable ecomomic indicators
in judging the well-being of small island-developing countries.

The economic well-being of an independent Ramibia is of great importance to
Antigua and Barbuda. We welcome Namibia to this forum as a free, independent
Member country. Our small voice was fraquently raised in condemnation of South
Africa for its unlawful occupation of Namibia, and we have rocently matched our
words with & financial contribution to the nation-building exercise. Political
independence can become meaningless if economic conditionsz remain poor and Namibia
remains dependent on South African goodwili.

Continuing on the African continent, we wish the psople of Western Sahara also
to know that they can count on cur continued support im their struggle for self-

determination. My country welcomes the approval by the Security Council of the
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Secretary-General's Plan to suparvise a ceass-firs betwoen Morocco amrd the
POLISARIO, and to organise and conduct a refereadum,

Antigua and Barbuda ias equally pleassd by the decision of the Cambocdian
parties to accept an enhanced roie for the United Nations and to form a Supreme
National Council to facuilitate negotiations,

There has keex no progross in Cyprus and the situation in Lebznon appsars to
be at a stalemate. We must redouble our sefforts here at the Unitod Natione to
bring these tortuous civil wars to an and. We will also continue toc seek 2 just
golution to the Palestinian probien.

In Central America we welcome the triumph of psace and rejoice with the
Vicaraguan and Penamanian peoples. We adhera to our earliier proncuncements that
sconomic injustice is the root cause of many of the conflicts in that region. They
rer@ exacerbated by cold-war teansions, which, thankfully, have disappearsd. Uatii
scoromic reforms are instituted, Central America will continue to experience civil

atrife.
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Ne have also witauessed a lessoning of tensions in Burope. On 3 Octcbar 1990,
the Federal Republic of Germany and the Gsrman Domocratic Republic, previously
separated by a hideous man-mado wall, peacefully reunited and became the nation of
Germany. This remarkable change is parhaps the most encouragiang indicator that
Bast-Hest cold war tensions are disappearing. The destruction of the Berlin Wall
demcnstrates the irrsversible changes taking place on the eactern half of the
Zurcpsan continent. On behalf of the Govarmment and the people of Antigua and
Barbuda, my delcgation welcomes the new Cermany to the United Nations, and extends
azartfelt bsat wishes to its Government and its puople.

The lessening of tensions can alsc be witnessed on the Korasan peninsula. It
is our hope that the Koreans, like the Gsrmans snd the Yemenis, will join hands one
day soon. Until that day, my country supports the Republic of Korea in its request
for membership in the Organization. We considor unjust the continued denmial of
mombership for zotsons othar then those stipulated in the Charter of the United
Nations.

As menkind spproachas the finsl decade of the twentieth century, it is faced
with the task of fashioning what is increasingly being called a new world order.

It is sur function &t the United Nations to give structure to current eveants so
that the werld of the twenty~first contury way be bstter ozganiszed., Our task is to
meet the neads of the human family while minimizing emvironmental desgradation,
eliminzting brutal dictstorship, ending gpartheid and senseless discrimization
against women, zad dispsnsing am acceptabls standard of health, housing and
education to the world's poor and powerless.

A couatry &s small as my own will not pzeténd to have a msasurable impact upon
any emerging new world orcdor; but it would be dangerously presumptuous for large

nations to assume that there is nothiang to be iearned from small countries.
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It was tho Haitian revolution which hastened the deatruction of slavery and
paved the way for the introduction of a new economic system in the Western
hemisphere at the dawn of the xineteenth century. It ias Liechtenstein, the
smallest State Member of the United Nations, which enjoys the hi jhest per capita
income of any country in the worid. It was Marcus Garvey of Jamaica who fired the
minds of African and Caribbsen loaders in the struggle to eliminate colonialism in
the twentieth century. It was Sir Arthur Lewis of Saint Lucia whose writings on
develcpment economics and whosa practical suggestions for economic development
plans earned him the Nobel Prize for econcmics 12 years ago.

Autigua and Barbuda can be counted on to live up to its responsibility to its
psople, to its region and to the world at large. Whatever the forum, be it the
abinet, the Caribbean Community or the community of nationms, my country will
Courageously promote those ideas that constitute the corner-stone of a new world
order.

“Small size", my Prime Miniaster has frequeatly said, “does not mean small
minds or the absence of grand ideas.” And the grandest idsas are peace and justice.

Me._KING (Barbados): Mr. President, I am pleased to join those who have
congratulated you on your well-deserved election as President of the forty-fifth
session of the United Nationsz General Assembly. I anm particularly delighted that
¥ou, a representative of a small island State, should have received this honour, at
a time when the United Nations has achieved such pre-eminence.

May I alac take this opportunity to endorse the tributes paid to your
distinguished predscessor, His Excellency Major-Gensral Joseph N. Garba, for his
masterful managemsat of the forty-fourth session, and to express our sppreciacion
to His Excellency Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar for his steadfast stewardship as

S8ecretary-Gereral of the Orgeaniszation.
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On bshalf of the Government and the people of Barbados, I should also like to
avail myself of this occasion to extend a warm welcome, on behalf of the Government
and the people of Barbados, to Liechtenstein, as it joins the community of nations
within the Organisastion.

A mere two months ago, the world sesemed poised on the thrashold of a new and
exciting era. Prospects for world paace wera better than at sny other tims within
the 45-year history of the United Mations. Today, the crisis in the Guif caussd by
Irag's blatant aggression im invading neighbouring Kuwait is placing a damper on
those prospects, and is a reminder of the fregility of pesace. The Government of
Barbados condemns the invasion of Fuwait,:and calls for an immediate and
unconditional withdrawal of the Iragi forces. We consider the invasion a flagrant
violation of the norms of international law and the principles of the Charter of
the United Nations.

At the beginning of the forty-fourth seszion of the Gemeral Assembly, no one
would have predicted the significant changes which wouild take. place throughout the
world in less than one year. An end to Bast-West confrontation has led to
significant political, social and economic changes in Eastera Europe. Today we
salute the peoples of Germany on their reunification and welcome them to the United
Naticas as & single State.

In a similar vein, my Governmsnt is heartenmsd by ths dialogue now taking place
between the Governments and the peoplas of the Korean peninsula. We look forward
to the early and full representation of the paoples of Korsa in the United Nations
in keeping with the principle of the universality of the Organisation.

My delegation is particularly sncouraged by developments in southern Africa.
The people of Namibia have gained their independence and have taken their rightful

place in the Organisation. Ir South Africa, we welcome the release of Mr. Mandela,
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the unbanning of the African N_aeional Congress and other political parties and the
relaxation of some other restrictive measures. The delegation of Barbados is algo
encouraged by the two rounds ¢f talks at Groote Schuur and at Pretoria and by other
areas of progross, &s indicated in the report of the Sscretary-General cn the
progress msde in the implementatiocn of the Declaration cn Apacrtheid and its
Destructive Consequences in Southera Africa, adopted by the General Azsembly at its
sizteenth aspecial session.

But a great deal more still needs to be dona before the system of apartheid
cas be abolished and a truly reprssentative non-racial demccratic society
established in South Africa. The steps towards that goal, set out irn the
Declaration adopted at the special session, have been reaffirmed in resolution
44/24¢, unanimously adopted by the General Assembly on 17 September 1990. We view
the developments wkich have cccurred mdrely as steps in the right direction. We
call on the international community te maintain sll forms of pressure, including
sanctions, to ensure that the evil of apartheld is eradicated from the face of the

Barth,
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The war hqt&nen Iraq and Iran has come to an end, the conflicts in Afghsnistan
and Central America have bosn largely resolved, anéd the long-standing crisis in
Canbodia seems to be on the way to an acceptable resolution. Ons fosture of the
current wave of success i1s the primary role played by the United ¥ations and in
particular by the Security Council. Hlth.the demise of zuper-Power eonfrontation
and ideclogical polarisation there now exists a refreshing spirit of co-opsration,
and ptoipoct: for lasting world peace have nevar been 8¢ Good. For the first time
in its existence the United Kations now hes an idead oppoztunity to build end
waintain the world order for which the Organization was croated. To o 8o
successfully, of course, requires camnitgpnt end adhersnce to the principles
enshrined in the United Mations Charter.

The decisive manner in which the Security Council hos gone about its business
in recent weeks provides tengible evidence of the crucial and unigue role of the
United Nations in pressrving world peace and security. For as grave as is the
crigis in the Gulf, it has also provided am admiradble oppertunity to dsmounstrate
the extent to which the intermational community can co-operate in the guest feor
pesce and justice. It is to be hopsd that this new-found spirit of co-operation
will prevail on other occasions when the naticnal interssts of the super-Powers
happer to coincide.

0f course we fully support all the United Nations Security Couacil reseluticns
which, among other things, condemn Irag’s aggression, call for its immediate and
unconditional withdrawal from Kuwait and impose mandatory economic sanciions oa the
aggressor. Irag‘s aggression not only is a threat to imtsornationazl pe&ce and
security, but alsoc brings sharply into focus the inheremt vulnerability of smali
States to assaults on their security, sovereiganty and territorial integrity, and it

points to the vital need small Statss have for the United Natiouz to safeguazd
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their interasts. It is thus eritically important that the Uaitad ¥ations should
provail in the current crisis, not because this may ba in the strategic .lntornt\ot
the more powerful nations but bacause what Irsq has done violates fundamental
principles of iaternationsl law which govern relations among States.

If auy gooa is to come from this crisis it is Ry Goveramont's fervent hope
that. after the withdrawal of Iragi forces and the restorstion of the sovereignty
of Kuwait, the thmisdtion vill turn its urgent atteation with equal vigour to
finding a peaceful and comprehensive settloment of the outatanding conflicts in the
Middle Rast.

The new-found spirit of internations? political co-opsration, marked by the
decrease in ideological tensions, prosents & goiden opportunity for the powerful
and industrially advanced Staotes to bring about a major rediscribution of gesources
in the crestion of & new world order.

Hoqur. ve fear, with some justification, that the industrialised nations may
be directing their attention internally, withia the North, at the expense of the
Scuth. 2s the Bact-West divids narrows, the Forth-South gap seemz to widen. And
8¢ wo remind the countries of tho Horth that developing countries continue to face
burdens such as the net outflow of resourcas, incressing trode protectionizm, the
reduction of concessionary and other £inzncial flows, ana ever-increasing oil
prices. Unless the internatiorzal community sddresses these critical problems, I
fear that the internstional peace and gecurity for whick we ail so decperately
yearn will continue to elude us. Through new and crestive solutions ict us Teap
the dividends of our investment in peace - perhaps in different ways, but equitably
distributed. |

While Barbados is concorned about the economic plight of developing countries
in general, 1 teke this epportunity to higklight some of our own special problems

a8 a mn. middle-income. intana, developing State. My couatry, Barbados, is
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exclulad from the debt-relief progrzxmes of the internatioral £inauclal
institutions hacause we are not classified as a lecast dsvelcped country. Other
dadbt-reduction plens éo not addrezs our peculiar situation. Coatinusd access to
concessionary fimancing is being effectivaly denicd us because of an ovar-emphasis
on the gross national product (GHMP) per capita critorion, precissly at a time when
cur eccnomy faces great challengss. The irony is that wa aze being penalisad for
sound econcmic management.

The Government of Barbados is of the view that a more dynamic and realistic
approsch to the provision of development assistance must be adopted. This should
give due emphasis tc ths regicnal angd subregional dimenaions of development. For
it has becomo adundantly clear that developmont will, iz the final analysis, be
fragile if the need for regional linkages, co-ordination and complemesntarity are
not recognised. In addition, increased smphasis must ba placed on enhancing the
role of developing countries as suppliors of the izputs, both material and
advisory, for regional technical assistance programmes fundcd by the United Nations.

Perhops no greater challenge faces menkind in the closing decade of this
century than that of fostering envirommentally souvnd oconoaig_ developmant. This
task has besn entrusted. as it should be, to the United Nations Conferemce on
Environment and Development, to be held im Braazil in 1992. The success of the 1992
Conferance will depond on our adbility *- ¢ ch sgreomsnt on mocasures to echance
resource and techmology transfers to doveloping couatries. This is egsentisl if
developing countrios ars to be enabled to play their role in implementing more

sustainable patterns of development.®

® Mr. Awoonor (Ghana), Vice-President, tcek the Chalr,
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Today there is widespread international concern about the problem of érug
trafficking. This concern was evident at the forty-fourth gession of the United
Nations General Assexbly and at the sevantsenth special sossion, devoted to
international co-operation against illicit production, supply, demand, trafficking
and distribution of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances.

It is the view of my delegation that one of tho major advances at the
sevantesnth specisl session wasg tho“rocoqnition that the demand for narcotic drugs
is as deserving of concerted internstional sction as the supply. PFurther emphasis
wae given to the demand component by the Declaration adopted at the World
Ministerial Summit to Reduce the Demand for Drugs and to Combat the Cocaine Threat,
held ia London in April tais year. We believe that the measures contained in the
London Declaratiocn will greatly complemeat the existing multilateral framework to
combat drug abuse.

In my country, Berbados, our Parliament this year passed new and extensive
legislation to combat drug trafficking. Provision has been made to forfeit ana
confizcate the drug-related assots of convicted drug offendsrs. Penalties for
drug-related offences have been sharply increased and new offences relatiag to drug
trafficking have been created. I am happy to report that Barbados wiil shortly
8ccode to the Vienna Convention on narcotie Grugs and psychotropic substances.

It is my Government's belief that an indispensable condition for peacs among
natibns and the rational development of the fegources of this planet for the good

of all peoples is the observance of human rights and democracy.
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It is for that reasor that ths Governmant of Barbados pursues policies of
creating and strengthening international instruments for the promotion of human
rights. It is for that reazon that ths Goverzment of Barbados will speak out
wvherever and whensver flagrant abusss of human rights and viclent usurpations of
democracy oceur. It is also for that reason that we condemned the recent viclent
assault on the democratically electsd Govarament of our sister republic of Trinidad
and Tobago.

In pursuance of our policy to support instruments that promote human rights, I
am happy to anzounce that I have today depesited my country’s instrument of
ratification of the historic Convention on the Rights of the Chila.

Barbados looks forward also to the adoption of a Convention on the Protectioa
of the Righta of all Migrant Workers and Their Families, so that thousands of men
and women from developing countries who coantract to work in foreign lands will be
protecteéd from explsitotioa and abusse.

The internationsl community is familiar with the efforts of the Haitian people
to achieve social and economic progress within a stable dsmocratic framework. The
Heads of Government of Caribbean countries have, over the years, followed the
situation in Haiti with deoep concore for the welfare of the Haitian people.
Caribbean Community Mianisterial Missions and Working Groups of Senior Electoral
Officers from Caribbean States have visited Haiti in the past yoar, seekiag to help
our sister Caribbean country in its efforts at democratisation and ecenomic
development. At their meeting in Jamaica, in July 1990, Heads of Government of
Caribbean States reaffirmed their willinguess to co-operate with the Goverament and
pecple of Halti, with the United Kations and with the Orgsnisation of American

Stetes in providing asaistance for the holding of free and fair electicas in Haiti.
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The Genexal Assembly st its forty-fifth session v}ll be asked to consider a
resolution co-sponsored by Caribbean and Latin American States requesting
assistance with the electoral Process in Haiti. We hope that that resolution will
receive the unanimous support of this Assembly and that its provisions will be
implemented without delay.

‘ Despite tho serious throat to international peace and security currently
confronting the world - indeed, ironically, almost because of it - the forty-£ifth
sossion of the Assembly has opened in an unprecadented atmosphere of optimism,
expectation and confidencs.

At this critical juncture in history, States Msmbers of the United Hations
must use this momeantum to forge a co-operative approach to the management of our
planet Barth that a2ddresses the root causes of conflict, jpter alia the extreme
sconcmic and social inegualities betwsen and within States, hunger, poverty and
disease.

Man, who has created the computer and conquerad the moon, who has split the
&ton and decoded the gene, now has the chance iz an age of ontente toc harness his
creativity intelligently towards the development of the whole human family and
towards the preservation and enhancemeant of the environment in which he lives. It
is appropriats anad necessary that the United Nations should take the lead in
structuring the new agenda for devalopment for all by the year 2000.

M. MWANANSHIKU (Zambia): I join the speakers who have precsedsd me in
congratulating you, Sir, on your well-deserved election to the presideacy of the
General Assembly at its forty-fifth session. We are living in critical times
characterized by revolutionary changes in worild politics. My delegation is
thersfore pleased that a seasoned and well-respscted leader is guidiny the work of
this Assembly. We have no doubt that, given your vast experiance in internationail

atfairs, sou @' ' steer our deliberations to a successful conclusion.
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-Your predscesscr, Major-General Jossph Garba of Nigeria, presided over the
last session with exemplary zeal at & time of unprecedeonted developments,
particularly in Eastera Burope and southerm Africa. I-deed, the world witnossed
during his tenure of office the succesaful implamentation of Security Council
resolution 435 (1978), leading to the independance of Namibia. We commend him most
sincerely for his tireleas efforts in the promotion of global peace.

It is with great pride that my delegation welcomes the Republic of Namibia as
a8 Member of the United Nations. We are happy tnat the independencs of Kamibia has
closed the aad chapter of colonialiam on the continent of Africa.

My dslegation is also delighted tc welcome in our midst the Principality of
Liechtenstein. Liechtenstein's admission to the world body brings us a step closer
towards the realiszation of the goal of universality.

I also wish to take this opportunity to express our profound gratitude to our
Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Peres da Cuellar, for the commendable efforts he
continues to make in the promotion of international peace and security.

Since we last met to review the complex issues confronting the world, a number
of events have come to pass. Of these, the most important is, of course, the
welcome improvement in the relations between the super-Powers, raesulting in the end
of the cold-war era =nd in the emergence of a process towards the elimination of
hotbeds of teaszsion in the world.

Forty-five years ago the founding fathers of our Organization eavisioned a
world in which peace ard security would be preserved through international
co-operation and understanding. With the ead of the cold war, mankind has, for the
first time since the end of the Second Werld War, an opportunity to bring about the
realisation of thut visicn through the abolition of nuclear and chemical weapong

and the redustior of conventional weapons throughout the world.
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Against this background, my delegation walcomes tho recent positive

achievements in the area of arms contrel and disarmament. In this regard, tha
agreament to eliminate a class of nuclear weapons, which was signed between the
Soviet Union and the United States in 1987, represents an important corner-steone
and a good beginning. Since thea, efforts aimed at a reduction in strategic
missiles have continued. We lock forward to an agreement on a treaty on strategic
missiles, which we hope will be signed soon. The ultimate goal, however, remains
the eventual complete elimination of 211 weapons of mass destruction from the face
of the Earth. To achieve that goal, there has to be a comprehensiva
nuclear-tast-ban treaty, which will forbid improvements in weapon systems of mass
destruction. We have also welcomed the continuing efforts aimed at the projected
destruction of stockpiles of chemical weapons, and we call for a total ban on the

manufacture of those destructive weapons,
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. We have followed with great interest the negotiations in Viennec on the
reduction of corventional weapons in Bnropes We welcoms the progress made and we
congratulate thcss ihvolvéd in the nsgotiations.

Let me mow turn to southern Africa. The trontfliqe States continue to follow
events in South:hfrica with keen interest and some concotn.‘ While we have welcemed
the “talks about talks" Letween the African National Congress of South Africa and
the Government, which have resulted im the Groote Schuur and Pretoria Minutes, we
remain conceraned about the increase in violence in black townships in recent times,
which has led to great loss of life and property.

We reaffirm cur call on the Governmsat of South Africa to end without further
delay the ongoing violence in townships and deal with those who are behind it. At
the same time we urge all anti-ppartheid organizations in South Africa to
demonstrate unity of purpose against their common enemy, the apartheid system
itself.

The internaticnal community has a binding responsibility to ensura that
apartheid is eradicated. The Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive
Consequences in Southern Africa we adopted by consensus last December remains a
blueprint for establishing a climate conducive to negotiations leading to the
ultimate elimination of apartheid.

We are delighted that the Assembly continues to remain unanimous in its
conclusions that the measures tzken thus far by the South African régime do not
constitute profound and irreversible change, as cslled for in the Declaration, and
that therefore this ’3 not the time to relax the existing sanctions against South
Africa. Our judgement remaine that the oppressed pecple of South Africa, which the
sanctions weres intended to support in their struggle cgainst apartheid, are the

best judges of how and when the sanctions should be removed.



dU 20 A/45/PV. 27
37

(Mx. Mwananshiku. Zambia)

In Angola; talks between the Governmsnt and UNITA aimed at a peaceful solution
o the confiict in that country ars undsr way. W appeal to those external Powvars
0lding UMITA to stop such assistance so that negotiations can take place in an
QG osphere free of viclence. Similarly, in Mosambique the psace initiatives of the
Covornment should be encouragsd and supperted. Ia both Angola ard Mosasbique,
nillions of poople have besn displaced by the wars imposed on those countries from
outside. As a result, many childrex, womon and old pecple contiave to suffer from
tho effects of destadbilisation. ¥e appeal to the internaticnal community to extend
hw.:onitarian assistance to both Angola and Mosambique.

The front-line States and the other neighbouring States in southern Africa,
vhich have suffered great devastation in both human and material teris at the hands
of Che gpartheid régimo, also nsed international assistance to enable them to
robrild their economios. Indsed, South Africa‘'s policy of destabilisation against
2ol 1bouring Scates through the use of its proxies cortinues unabated. In the cage
oL ¢ 7 own country, the activities of the RENAMO banditz are on the incroase,

BGO ,ting in great loss of life ana property. The most recent case tosk place on

a0 ptember 1990 in the Zastern Province of Zambia, in whick an ambush by RENAMO

EC  ted in the death of 10 Zambiang and the destruction of several vehicles. It

fc  sinst this background that we reiterate our call for increassd assistance to

oo. & the affected countries to rebuild their eccncmies as called for in the
ization.

¥e are saddensd by the givil war in Libsria, which has brought about untold
suffering among innocent civilians. We appeal to the international community to
sénd urgent humanitarian assistsrnce to the people of Libsria to alleviate their
suffering. We welcome the regional initiative takean by the countries members of
the Economic Community of Wost Africea States (ECOMAS) iz helping to bring peace to

Liberia.
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In Western Sahara, we commend the offorts of the Sscretary-Gensral as well as
of the curront Chairmsn of the Organisation of Africean Unity for their comtiauing
efforts towards ths helding of 2 roferendum for sslf-dotermination,

With regard to Cambodia, we welcome the unity of purpose displaysd by the
Cambodian paople that has resulted in the formation of the Supreme Maticnal
Council. We cormend the countriss members of the Asgociation of South-East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) for their contribution to this development. We look forward to a
peacetul transition withia the framework of the plan by the five permanent members
of the Sacurity Council.

Zambia congratulates the pscple of Yemen for the historic decision to merge
thoir divided country into a single republic.

In Korea, we walcome the talks by the Prime Ministers of the two countries.
We hops that this interaction will lead to the realization of the aspirations of
the Korean people to achieve unity through pesaceful means. In the same spiric,
Zambia warmly welcomes the reunification of Germany.

In Afghasnistan, it remaims our hope that recent talks between the United
States and the Soviet Uuion will pave the way to the achievement of a lasting peace
in that troubled country.

In the case of Cyprus, we note with regret that, despite the afforts of the
international community to £ind a solution to the problems of that country, there
appears to be little progress in that regard. W%We thersfors appeal to the
Secretary-General to persevere in his efforts to rasolve the crisis and urge the
parties concerned to co-opsrate with him.

In Central Amsrica, we are gladly witnessing a tremsformation from coaflict to
an unprecedented atmosphers of national and regional reconciliation. We hope that
this process will ultimately lead to lasting regiomal peace, stability and

developmant.
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Wo view the recent events in the Gulf region with great concern. Zanbig
maintains good relations with both Kuwait and Irag, which are fellow memboras of the
Non-Aligned Movement. In the context of our friendly relations with both of them,
we have called on Irag to withdraw its forces from Kuwait in accordance witk the
ralevant Security Council resolutions and urged both countries to resolve any
outstanding differences betwsen them through negotiations.

The Gulf crisis hags given rise to many ramifications. One of these is the
apparent relegation to the background of the question of Palestins. The plight of
the Palestinians, of which this Assembly has been séiaod since 1948, must be
addressed with the same ferocity and determination as is being shown in the case of
the Gulf crisis. It should be remembered that there will be no real paace in the
Kiddle East until the rights of the Palestinian people are justly addressed.

Zambia continues to believe that an international conference should be
cenvensd under the auspices of the Uaitad Nations at which all parties, including
the Palestine Liberation Orgenisation (PLO), should be represented. This is the
only way the concerns of Isvasl, the PLO and the rest of the Arab natioas can be
addressesd.

Secondly, the Gulf crisis has given rise to serious economic end financial
problems. I am referring, for exampla, to the loss of revenue suffered by those
countriss that are closs to the region and that are required by the intornational
community to partieipate in the exforcement of the sanctions. The international
community is making efforts to minimize the financial losses suffered by these
countries. FKowever, nothing s0 far is being done to assist them, espocially the
oll-importing countries in Africa, whose external positions have been 8dversely

affected by the escalatien in oil prices.
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I wish to take this opportunity to appsal to the intsroaticnal community to
comd to the assistance of those countries, including Zamdbia, whose scoromies are
being seriocusly disrupted as a resuit of the Gulf criais,

The third aspect of the Gulf crisis relatez to policy and, in particular, to
the enforcement of Sscurity Council regolutions. Since the begianning of tho Gulf
crisis, much has been said in this Assembly and in the Security Council itgelf
about the principle of the inadmissibility of acquiring territory by force. This,
of course, is a cardinsl principle in international relations, and we in Zambia
subscribe fully to it. Wo do beliave, however, that this nobie principle should be
universally applied: whereas it is of course within the competence of the United
Nations to demand that one country -houlé*withdrav its forces from another, whosge
territory it is occupying yi ot armis, that demand should apply squally to all
countries whose forces ars illegally occupying the territorier of others. It is
only in thig way that double standards will be avoided and confidence in our
Organization enhanced.

Let me touch now on & number of economic and social issues. The reduction in
ideclogical tensions aud the resultant improved atmogphere for political discourse
sre providing us with a unique opportunity now azd in the coming decades to bring
the pressing issue of economic co-operstion to the top of the global agenda. Por
wany years now, this question has lingered unresolved and, as a result, economic
growth and devslopment have not been attained world wide. On the contrary, the
position of developing countries, especially in Africa, has continued to worsen.

Innovation, far-sightedness, imagination and stotesmanship are nseded to
resolve the question of economic relations, especially those between Xorth and
South. The gtatus guo caanot be consolidated any further without risking globsl

instability. Probiems such as the nst transfer of fimancial resources from the
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developing countries, which amounted to $26 billion last year, simply cannot
continue without destroying the basis for future co-operation.

Recent innovations and ivitiatives in respect of the external dedt crisis,
which has besa with us since 1982, offer some hope. The Toronto Summit initiative,
the Brady strategy and the racent British and French initistives come to mina
here. But for many countries that are affected, more requires to be done to
mcbilize resources for investment which willionablo them to grow out of the debt
prcbiem,

O2e aspect of the debt crisis is that an increasing number of low-income
countries are finding themselves owing much of their debt to multilateral financial
institutions. The burden of servicing the debts owed thase preferred creditors has
become inconsistent with resumed growth and craditworthiness, and is an issue which
raquires additional and new solutions,

The field of trade policy is full of uncertaiunties a8 to what Airection the
international trading system will cake. Experts advise us that the rosults of the
Uruguay Round will be modest if the curzent mood surrounding the negotiations
prevails. The positions of developed countries on the iscues of subsidies,
tariffe, quantitative restrictions and other noa-tariff barriers exhibit an
unwillingness on their part to establish new rules of trade within the principle of
£ree trade.

Issues pertaining to the environment and development have acquired especisl
importance, and deserve global recognition. Indeed, this is as it should be. 1t
is heartening to mots the common commitment to the preservation of our environment,
which is manifesting itself in a pew spirit of international co-operation. In this
regard, we in Zambia look forward with keen interest to the forthcoming United

Nations Conference on Environment and Davelopment.,
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The irresistible interast of the international community in the issues of
human rights and democracy and in their relationm to questions of economic
Gavelopment signifies 2 dsep-rooted desire for human progress to be anchored in
Justice, equity and self-sustainability. 2Zambia welcomes this growing interest.
The record of humsn rights and democracy in Zambia is true to the ideals of sccial
Justice and fair play. The Zambian Government is keen to reaspond to the democratic
aspirations of all the paople of Zambia, and works relentlessly to maintain this
position; our latest move is towards pluralistic politics, which will ba used to
consolidate our democratic traditions and institutions.®

However, there are some 0dd notions, on the issues of human rights and
democracy, which need to be discarded by the internationsl community. There is a
need, for example, to discard the tendeancy to think that a few countries are the
pillars of human rights and democracy and that all the others must ba measured by
bhow close they come to the likenszs of those few countries. The diverse cultures
and history of the human race, which was bred and is sustained in circumstances
that are in no way uniform, should be sufficient impetus for an early demise of
such notions. What is required is for each country to develop institutions and
structures that are gppropriate to its own experience and reflect the needs and
wishes of its people.

The iansidious scourge of drugs lcav;a ne room for complacency. Intermational
co-operation against the illicit production, supply, trafficking and distribution
of narcotic drugs and psychotrepic substances, and against the demand for them,

must bs intensified.

L] The President returned to the Chair.
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Similarly, the problem of AIDS cails for the international co-nunlty to evoive
more strategiea for its containment and eradication. The incidence of the disease
is growing, and is in Rany cases threatening the family unit. We meed to counter
this danger with the degree of activism to be expacted from a society threatensd
with extinction. |

Zambia attaches great importance to the weliare of children. In this regard,
we welcome the recent adoption by this Assembly of the World Declaration on the
Survival, Protection and Development of the Child, and of the Plan of Action.
Along with the adoption of the Convention or the Rights of the Child and other
related instruments, the international community has now firmly established the
politicel and executive frameworks for foééorlnq the emergencs of an ensbling
snvironment where all our children, and their childrea, can dsvelop without the
violence of neglect, dsprivation, abuse and exploitatiocn.

In conclusion, I wish to reiterate our belief that, given the political will,
the States Msmbers of the United Nations cen make our Orgsaization play the
important role for which it was created: namely, the maintenance of internationel
pssce and gecurity and the promotion of co-operation and ucderstanding betwsen
States 30 as tc ansure the succass of multiletsralism. The world needs peace and
economic prosperity.

As we approach the last decade of the twentieth century, let us, in the spirit
of the provailing intermationmal political order, work together to enhance
collsctive security in order to ensure a poaceful and stable world for the

generatioas of tho next century and beyond.
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Mr, CENAC (Saint Lucia): I should like to join previous speakers in
congratulating you, Sir, upon your unanimous election to the presidency of the
forty-£ifth sesaion of the General Assembly. We are all well acquainted with four
supsriative qualities and accomplishmenta. I thersfore havs no doubt that you will
guide our deliberations to a successful corclusion in the coming months. You may
expect nothing but co-opsration from the delegation of Saint Lucia.

I should also like to thank your predecsssor, Major-General Joseph Garba, for
the excellent manner in which he conducted our affairs during the forty-fourth
sossion.

This year we have seen hbth expansions and reductions in the membership of the
most important world Organization. I am ploasod to be able to nots our loss of
aumerical membership with the unification of Yemen and the :ounificatlon of
Germany. The unity of tie paoples in these two countries’ spenks well for the brave
new time in which we live, 2 time of hope and opportunity. We must not fquander it,.

The admission of & free, indspendont Namiﬁia to memborship of the United
Fations earlisr this year was the fulfilment of a dream; it took many.years of
struggle, both on the ground in South West Africa and on the diplomatic front here
in New York. I am pleased, as everyone should be, that this atruggle has reac?od a
successful conclusion. I am therefore most honoured to welcome Namibia tc the
ranks of the Organization.

Liechtenstein, too, after two centuries of imternational relatiors, has joined
the Organization this year. I extend Saint Lugia's congratulatloia to the
Government and people of Liechtenstein. We look forward to working ciogely with
them far intec the future.

These promising times give new urgency to the principle of the universality of

the United Fations. Saint Lucia therefore strongly supports the aspiration of the

Republic of Korea to membership in the United Watious, for, as has alrsady been
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shown twice this year, membership in the United Nations need not be made an
obstacls to national reunification.

The final decade of this millenium f£inds the world poised on the threshold of
new opportunity, at a crossroad from which there is a choice of direction. We may
go down new roads of political Peace and economic opportunity, or we may choose the
statys quo ante - business as usual.

But we, today's generation of leaders, must choose carefully, lest future
generations condemn us for having squandersd precious opportunities. We cannot
allow behaviour, in the Persian Gulf or elsevhere, not in conscnance with cur
purposes to shatter the march of progress.

The twilight of totalitarianism scems to be returning some parts of the worid
to the brink of a frightening resurgence of nascent nationalism, threatening to
unlsash a latent sthnic parochialiasm that can lead not to matiomal unity but to
international balkanization. If ethnic nationalism, whether in the Soviet Unicn,
Eastern Europe or South Africa, spins out of control, we shall be Plunged into a
dangerous new world of balance-of-power politics, with constantly shifting
coalitions that can only reach a dénousment of forceful consolidation.

The new political order must be buttressad by &n enhanced interanational
security system, within the purview of the Charter of tha United Nations, that
promotes the peaceful settlement of disputes and can react quickly to extinguish
fires bofore they rage out of centrol. In this, ths Dacade of International Law,
the rule of law must predominate in the conduct of international relations.
International law must never again be silent in the facs of naked power,

In this vein, ths world haa justly condemned the invasion snd ocgupation of
Kuwait by Irag. It is a blatant act of raw 2ggression wkich will long iive in
infamy, not only because it is a wicked act of aggression of a large, militarily

strong State sgainst & smali, weaker neighbour. tuy slso becauss it comes at a time
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when the arrow is pointed in the direction of peace, destroying the opportunity for
a new Peace of Westphelia, and again bringing the world to the brink of amother
major war. As a small, peace-loving State, Saint Lucia finds the Iragi political
position to be totally indefensible, and we hope that Iraqg will come to recognize
that its military position is untenable as well. Saint Lucia hails the membars of
the Security Counecil for their unprecedented co-operation on this matter, and we
have already taken the necessary domestic actions to ascertain that we are in full
compliance with the Council’s mandates. Our hearts go out to the thousands of
peopls, both Kuwaitis and foreigners, whose lives were disrupted by this invasion.

In fine, it was wrong for powerful Irag to have invaded o powerless neighbour,
thus violating its sovereignty and territorial integrity. It is right that the
United Nations should unite its atrength to force the aggressor to remove itself
from Kuwait. For what is right can never be wrong, and what is wrong can never be
right.

As the cold war has ended, the United Nations too has come in from the cold.
Friends of the Organization have long said that if it Aid not exist it would have
to be invented. Saint Lucia is pleased that it does exist, and aow in its
forty-fifth ysar is stronger and more vigorous than ever before in sclving the
problems wa continually create,

Indeed, the past fev years have bsen the years of the United Nations. Again
and agein the Organiszation has hsen 2 good broker of peace, both in domestic and in
international wars, ané has entered bold new electoral areas, such as in Namibia
and Wicaragua, to ensure that the voice of the people calling for the enthronement
of democracy is not denied a just hearing.

The people of Haiti too, who have suffered for far too long, look to the
Organization to assist them in going with the tide of democracy that is sweeping

the world. Legalistic notions of strict constructionism yis-a-vis the Charter
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should not be used to throw obstacles in the way of the people of Raiti ag thoy
ssok to shed their authoritarian legacy and rebuiid an ecenomy that can only bhe
described as war torn. We in the Caribbean Community see our own fate as linked to
that of the people of Haiti, not only until the December elections but forever
more. Raiti, thersfore, cannot be allowed to miss this last train, Within the
purview of the Organization of American States (OAS), Saint Lucia has already
dispatched an electoral team to Haiti. We look forward to doing the same within
the ambit of the United Nations as well,

The seeds of destruction of the vile system of apartheid have been sown with
the release of Nelson Mandela and the unbanning of the African Rational Congress of
South Africa (ANC) and the Pan Africanist Congress of Azanin (PAC), setting South
Africa on an imeluctable course to genuine democracy. There can bs no turning
back. Saint Lucia is therefore most distressed by the fratricidal violence among
ARC znd Inkatha supporters that has claimed so many lives in the past few weeks.

We hopa that this internecine confiict will quickly come to an end, paving the way
for a united fromt in the negotiations to end aparthejd. The global community
demonstrated its unanimity on the question of official racism only last month by
its consensus adoption of the resolution at the resumed session of the General

Assembly on apartheid. wWe can expact no less a demonstration of solidarity from

the victims of apartheid.
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Saint Lucia praises the steps takem 3¢ far to bring apartheid to a long-overdue end
but wishes to make it for ever clear that the removal of economic sanctions will be
suppocted only when real democracy has coms to Soutk Africa through the adoption of
a system of "one man, one vote®.

Uafortunately, we continue to havs a number of problems that have proved
intractable and thus resistant to the tide of change and conciliation that has been
swaeeping the world. The Palestinian jntifadsh has passad its oune-thousandth day
and continues unabated with no end in sight. The Palestinian dveam of a homeliand,
therefore, seems as far away as it ever was, having been dealt a regressive blow by
the curreat terrible events in the Persian Gulf region.

Tho long-term conflicts in Angola, Mozambique and the Horm of Africa have yet
to reach final solutions, and new problems in Liberia causc us great concern. The
same is true im Cyprus, where no progress has been made in the talks between the
leaders of the two Cypriot communities.

However, in other areas, such as Cambodia and Western Sahara, we are on the
road to comprehensive settlements, and Saint Lucia continues to support the efforts
and involvsment of the United Nations.

Despite scattered pockets of bellicoaity, the world, for the first time in
many decades, stands at the periphery of the possibility of international peace.
With a swesp of the political wand, we ars vwell on the way to revising the
historical definition of East and Wost. The traditional definition of Nortk-Scuth,
too, must be revised, and that will take a political decisiez of an economic
pature, a decision which will turn the Pian of Action for the Fourth United Nations
Development Decade into an economic and fiscal blueprint for the development of the

South.
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Having failed to attain the majority of the goals and objectives of the Third
Development Decade, it is critical, especially in today's volatile international
economic atmosphere, that the goals of the PFourth Development Dscade, which I
expect we shall adopt unanimously in the coming weaks, should be addressed with a
purposeful asriousness by both North and South in ordsr to promote their
realization with all deliberate dispatch.,

Last May we adopted the Declaration on International Eccmomic Co-operation and
Davelopment, setting out an agreed understanding for the revitalization of econcmic
growth and development of the developing countries, sc as to realize the basic
rights of all human beings to a life free from hunger, poverty, ignorance, disease
and fear.

That Declaration, in our view, reflects an international consensus on the
critical economic situation of the developing countries when viewed in the
aggragate. Close to 1 billion peopls in the developing world still 2ive in a state
of chronic hunger and maluutrition, and each year 13 to 18 million of them die
because of hunger.

Last yesar the developed market economies grew by 3.5 per cemt, continuing
their longest period of economic expansion in post-war history. Howsver, at the
same time, 1989 growth im the developing countries was at its lowest, in six years,
down by almost 1.5 per cent from the year before, even though the collactive value
of their exports did increase by some $80 billionm.

In my own region, Latin America and the Caribbean, the 1980s hava aptly been
given the designation of the "Lost Decade"”. At the oend of 1989 real per copita
product in the region stood at the level of 13 years earlier. The rate of growth
declined from 5.5 per cent in the 1970= to just over 1 per cent in the 1980s. As 2
result, per capita gross domestic product this year is almost 10 per cent lower

then it was in 1980.
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Beatveen 1980 and 1988 Latin America‘'s terms of trade fell by about
25 per cent. Howavar, it was even worse for Africa and West Asia, as thoir terms
of trade fell by almost 40 per cent. A major aconomic crisis was averted by an
almost equal decline in fuel prices, amounting to about 50 per cent, during the
same period. But, even as I speak, the terms of trade continue to decline for many
non-oil-exporting developing countries as the cost of fuel, ignited by the crisis
in the Persian Gulf region, is again going up, affocting the man-in-the-street in
the South and the collective meagre foreign exchange reserves of many poor
countries. This could create a critical economic situation, given the fact that
most of the affected countries entered the 1990s under the burdens of the
recessionary inertia of the 1980s and their heavy external commitments.

As we enter the final decade of the coatury, the Latin American and Caribbean
region continues to be beset by major shortcomings, including the increasing
obsolescence of its stock of capital goods and physical infrastructure, a growing
gap between the intensive technological changes taking place in the world and their
lack of application in the region, and the frustration of an ever-increasing number
of people trying to enter the work-force. In fact, this yoar may well bs the third
consecutive year of negative per capita growth in latin America..

In the decade of the 19803, political interaction in Latin Americs was
stresgthened, but public institutions were weakened. While popular political
participation became the modus vivepdi, structural adjustment had an extremely high
social cost for the middle-level and popular strata. Thus, vast numbers of people
made pelitical gains while they progressively lost economic support.

Fledgling democracies are often endangered by lack of economic foundations

which allows for an equal rate of growth of political and economic development.
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President Ceorge Bush's Enterprise of the Americas, with its tripartite pillars of
trade, investment and debt reduction, is therefore timely.

in meeting these challenges, we in the region have taken many bolad
initiatives, aimed at consolidating aud buttressing the aconomic potentialities of
the region. High on this agenda of initiatives is the economic integration of the
34 million people of the Caribbean into the larger continental Latin subregion.
Those activities have been given a great fillip by receat actions of the Government
of Mexico, taken both at the lsvel of the Economic Commission for Latin America and
the Caribvean and by President Carlos Salinas de Gortari himself.

In the Commonwealth Caribbean subregion, we are extremely delighted that the
historic, linguistic, demographic and other criteria that have long separated us
Zrom Latin America are falling by the wayside as we have come to recognize that the
things that bind us are far greater than those that separate us. We look forward
to this deepening of the integration process, always mindful to remain in
compliance with the most-favourad-nation provisions of the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade.

Though Saint Lucia is not among the least developed countries, those countries
are high on our 1ist of concerns. As the 300 to 4060 million people of Western
Burcpe lcok forward to a bright and prosperous future bsyond the watershed
expectations of “"fortress Europe" in 1992, the 300 to 400 million people of tho
least developad countries look forwara only to & blaak economic future.

In the 19908 growth in the lsast developed countries did not reach
expectations, achieving ouly about one third of the 7.2 per cent targst of the
Substantial New Programme of Action which was adopted in 1981. This was aggravated

by the decline in investments in the least develcped countries by about 2 per cent
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per year through the 1980s; and during the same period, agricultural ocutput in the .
least developad countries failed to keep pace with population growth. Both the
share of world exports and the terms of trade of the least dsveloped countries have
been on a seemingly inevitable downward slide as the modest Official Development

Assistance target of 0.15 per cent which they expected was not realized.
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The failure of last ;onth's Paris meeting to reach a new, agreed official
development assistance target for the least developed countries is therefore most
discouraging.

Nine of the 42 least developed countries face the additional, monumental
difficulty of also baing small island-developing countries.

In a rapidly changing economic world, small island-developing countries
struggle to keep pace, weighed down by & host of peculiar developmental problems,
among which are poor resocurce endowments; reliance on a few primary export
Products; extremely small domestic markets; limited possibilities for
industrialigation and, therefore, little opportunity for import substitution;
aimost total dspendence on foreign capital and social angd physical infrastructure;
and, certainly not least among these particular problems, the proneness to natural
disasters.

In 1980, neariy 90 per cent of my country's gross domestic product was
destroyed by a hurricane. Fiji suffered a similar fats more recently, losing more
than 40 per cent of its sugar output. The same is true of Tonga, whers in 1982 a
hurricane destroyed 50 per cent of the housing and 90 per cent of the banana ecrop.
Saint Lucia is therefore gratified that the Administrator of the Unitod Nations
Development Programme will have more resources availabla for disaster mitigation in
the fifth programming cycle. We also see as positive the successful outcome of the
first Meating of the Govermmental Experts of Island Developing Countries and Doner
Countries and Organisations, which we held in June this year. It was the first
small atep by the global community in recognizing that small island-developing
countries have particular problems and special nesds that are different from those

of developing countries in general,
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The stagnation in international tradi in the last decade has left a rasidual
legacy of protectionism in the dsveloped markst countries that cammot be Justitiea
by their current unemployment trends. Non-tariff measures continus to raduce world
trade by over $300 billion annuelly. The successful conclusion of the Uruguay
Round in the coming months ghould usher in a moxe liberal trading régime to the
berefit of both North and South.

We the members of the Caribbean Group for Co-operation in Economic Development
(CGCED), though members of & number of preferential trading arrangements,
sxperisnced average unit-price declines for our total exporta. This meant that
over the past decade we have hal to export more and more goods to earn the sane
isvel of income. And had we in aggregate not Mad modest increases in our exports
of manufacturad goods, declining primary commodity prices would have negatively
affected 211 of our balance sheets.

On the positive side, prospects for multilateral development assistance
improvsd last year as commitments rose to $35 billion, of which $2 billion were
commitments for the operational activities of the United Naticns. And net resource
transfers to developing countrise, through multilateral develcpment loans, rose by
some $3.5 billion,

The economic integration process of the developing worid also improved last
year as we in the Caribbsan community gave now impotus to our trading reiations
under the Treaty of Chagaramus, and wo saw the signing of the Asisn-Pacific
Economic Co-operation Porum Agresment, the Areb Maghreb Union Treaty and ths Arab
Co-operation Council Agresment.

In conclusion, then, we are poised on the periphery of & new political dawn.
But we must seize the day in the economic realm also, especisily in the developing
countries, for political tranquillity cannot thrive iz the midat of economic and

social deprivation.
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Mr. BULL (Liberia): On behalf of the Liberian delegation I should like
at the outset to congratulate you, 8ir, on your election to the presidency of the
General Assembly at its forty-fifth session. We extend our best wishes for success
in the execution of the responsibilities that this high caliling entails. In this
undertaking I assure you of ths fullest co-operation of the Liberian delegation.,
Indeed, your consummate diplomatic skills and wealth of expsrience iz international
affairs assure us that the current session will be marksd by laudable
accomplishmexta, thus contributing to the noble goals of the United Nationms.

I 2185 have the keenest Pleasure in conveying the sincere asppreciation of the
Libarian dologatioh.kc your illustrious predecessor, Ambassador Joseph K. Garba, a
distinguished son of Nigeria and Africa, for the most efficient manner in which he
conducted the business of the forty-fourth session of the General Asgembly.

My delegation commends the Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Peres de Cuellar, for
his untiring efforts in the cause of interrnational peace and security. His
sslfless devotion to the United Mations has brought a renewed zense of appreciation
for the role multilateral diplomacy can play in the realisation of mankind's
cherished dream of a stable international environment.

We welcome the Republic of Mamibia az it takes its seat for the first time at
a regular sassicn of the General Asgenbly as a scvereign and indopendent State. My
delegation also welcomes the Principality of Liechtenstein as the newest member of
this body.

I have come to this rostrum with great sadness because, even as I spsak, &
tragedy continues to unfold in ®my country, Lidberia - a country which attained its
independence 143 years 2go out of man‘s inheront aspiration to be frae ané to

determine his owa destiny,
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Liberia, Africa‘'s oldast Republic, and a founding Member of the United
Nations, ig today experisncing a brutal and devastating civil war. Liberis, 2
country which has enjoysd peace and stability for most of its nmationhood, is today
being tora asunder. Lideria, a country of almost 3 million psople, has baen
virtually destroyed, its population dscimatsd and hundreds of thousands forced to

bscome zolugaes abroad and displaced within their own homeland.
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I take this podium on behaif of those innocent victims of the civii war to
call on tho international community to bring an end to that war, a war which
continues to inflict incalculable loss of humar 1life and property. On behalf of
all Liberians whom I am duty-bound to represent here today, I call upon the
Organization to end this tragedy.

As Members are aware, this crisis erupted on 24 December 1989 and has
continued unabated until today, with no end in sight,

Early attempts to settle the conflict Paacefully proved futile. Appeals were
made to the United Nations and to the Organisation of African Uaity (OAU) to
prevail upon all parties to enter into aegotiations aimed at peacefully resolving
the crisis. Later the Liberian Council of Churches sought to mediate in the
dispute, and when that failed, the Heads of State and Government of the Eccnomic
Community of West Africen Statas (ECOWAS) undertook mediatory efforts.

Following a further deterioration of the crisis, we appealed to the
Sscretary-General of the United Nations on 31 July 1990 to have the Security
Council seised of this matter. Indesd, ws argued that tho Liberian conflict could
not be viewed as a purely internal matter, since over 500,000 Liberians were
refugses in neighbouring African countries, and the continuation of the conflict
would adversely affect mot orly the stability of the subregion but international
peace and security as well.

After coasultations with the membars of the Security Council, it was decided
that the United Nations would defer to ECONAS, which had earlier bosn a mediator in
the conflict.

It is against that background that the Heads of State and Govasrnment of the

Msdiation Committce of ECOWAS, meeting at Beanjul, the Gambia, on 6 August 1920
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proposed a peace plan which, inter alis. celled for: (1) an immediate ceaso-fire;
(2) the dispatch of a peace-keeping force or coase-fire monitoring group (ECOMOG)
to ensure the maintenance of the cease-fire; (3) the convening of a naticnal
conferenca of all Liberian political parties and other interest groups for
consuitations on the formation of a broadly based interim administration; and
{4) the holding of free and fair elections within 12 ronths.

Az we are aware, ECOMOG was deployed in Liberia. At a conferance held at
Banjul, a group of Liberians, representing all recognised political parties and
interest groups, elected an interim Governmant. Subsequently, or 9 Ssptember 1990,
the Liberian leader, President Samusl Doe, was killed.

In spite of thoso developments, the civil war continues. The majority of the
Liberian people are now the unfortunate victims of the criasis. They should not
continue to be denied their inalienable right to life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness in a peaceful and stable political environment of their own choosing.

Indeed, recent events in Liberia should taach uz that political change through
violence only perpetuates a circls of violence and that the best hope for the
country lies in the development and protection of its democratic institutions.,

We therefore romew the call for all Zactions in the civil war to agree to an
inmediate cease-fire and urgently to enter into dialogue, 80 as te resolve the
conflict peacefully, as envisaged by the ECOWAS peace plan. It should bs
remenmbered that so long as the conflict remsins unresolved, it is the Liberisn
pecple who will continue to suffer.

Let us at this time, howsver, acknewledge with grateful appreciation all
countries and relief organisations whkich have unhesitatingly offer:d food,

clothing, shelter and other asaistance to my countrymen who wars forced to flae
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Liberia, as well as to those who are displaced within the country. We also ehnn;
all of those countries and irdividuals who continue to mediate in the Liberiasn
crisis, and we pray for Ged's blessings upen sach of you.

Similarly, we call upou those nations, institutions and individusls that, in
sny way, have contributed or continue to contribute to ths human suffering in
Libsria to bring an end to the civil war.

The wave of democratization whick hss swépt across Esstern Europs must be
allowed to flourish in countries 1ike Liberia. And the United Matious has z moral
responsibility to support the advancement of the frontiers of fresedom and the
development of democratic institutions throughcut the world.

It is bacause of the rapprochement betwean the Unitsd States and the Soviet
Union and the ond of tho ¢old war that opportunities have beon unleszshed for
nations. As 2 result, we see the world today standing united against Iraq's
aggression against, and occupation of, Xuwait. A once divided Germary has bsen
reunited. In Eastera Burops, countries which heretofore operated under rigidly
controlled systems are breathing the refrashing air of frsedom and dsnocracy.
Within this context, the Liberian dslegation entertains the hope that the emerging
partnership of co-operation will lond itself to the identification of durable
solutions to conflicts in Cambodis, Cyprus, the Middle East, Western Sahara, the
Korean peninsula and Central America. We welcome and support expressions for the
reunificatior: 7 the Korsas and mesbership within the United Mations.

Indeed, the support of the ECONAS peace plan is 3 direct result of the renewed
willingness of the States Members of the United Hations to adbhere to Articie 52 of

the Charter, which encourages the resolution of conflicts through regionsl

arrangements.
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But moro naeds to be dons. There appears to be an urgent md to tzko a fresh
look at the Charter of the United Haticus, especially the provision calling for
non-interforance in the internal affairs of Msmber States. Perhaps ths
Secretary-Genersl's ingight into ths probles providsd a sobering reflection when,

in his 1990 report on the work of ths Organisation, ho said:
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“Today, in & growing sumber of €ases, thrsats to matiomal and
iaternational security are mo longer as neatly separadle as they were beforg.

In not a few countries, civii strife takes a beavy toll of humas 1ife snd has

Tepercussions beyord cational borders. The disiategration of the institutions

of governaent and soclety in one Countsy and senseloss slaughter in another

are two sppalling instances. Separatism, by no means & rare phenomenoa,
causes strains on doth the conntry Girsctly affected and its inmediate
neighbours. Anarchy in one State Resns mass migratioas which ungettle

another.” (A/45/1. p. 15)

The situation in Liberia undoubtediy fits this dascription. And in thisg case,
the law cof necossity supersedes every iegal zorm. Ia the cause of humanity the
United Kations iy obligated and chellenged to act to restore peace to Liberis.

S8hould the humsn rights of a pecple be violated? Should guffering and dsath
be visited upon a People while the Uniteé¢ Nations remains slilent because the
proklams are perceived to be internsl? Let the United Nations decide! Indesd, the
rights 6! all pecpies are indivisible and if the United Nations is to be true to
its moral obligations under the Charter them it must be seen to act quickly in
nddriniag human tragedies wherever they occur - im the Persian Gulf, ths West
Coast of Africa or elsewhere.

The urqgent need of Liberia at this time iz to end the tighting, install the
interim government and demilitarize and dissrm the many who bear guns and other
veapons of destruction. That govornsment wouid have the primary task of organising
and holding, within 12 months, free and fair elections under intornstional
supervision. There are also the formidable tasks of hesling the aational wounds,
resettling the over two million displaced Liborians and reconstructing the Country
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£ its economy, which have buen Sevastated by war. Thers is slso tha task of
restoring faith to the Liberian peopls who ure undergoing meatsl amd physicai
torture.

In order to addrass these chellenges confroating Lidaris, we request the
Members of the Organisstion and the Secretory-General urgeatly to assist Lideris to
achieve three oajor objectives: first, the Unitsd Watioas is roguested to wvis its
moral autiority and inflvence to end ébc civil war snd support the ongoing pesce
initistive; secondly, the worid body is called upon to provide urgent humanitarien
sssistance to displaced Liberisns as well as material and finarcial assistence for
their rosettlemext and for the reconstruction of war-corm Liberia; end, thirdly,
the Liberian pecple desires the development of democratic imstitutioas and callse
upon the United Mstiors to provide technical assistance in superviaing the helding
of democratic elections in Liberia.

As we approach the twenty-first century there is sn urgent nead for the
onargies and rescurces of the internztional community to be focused on the
remeining iszues on the aganda of the twentieth century. If our acconplishments in
the resolution of conflicts are to be lasting, we must also demcustrate the
requisite will to achieve co-operation designed to redrass isequities in
international econmomic relstions. There are appalling disparicies Detwesn the rich
North and the impoverished South. Hs must therefore resolve that the Eszst-West
confrontation will not ba supplanted by an isminent North-South divide.

Pertinent among the remaining issues is the looming problem of
underdevelopxent, particularly in the third world. 2bject poverty, manifesticg
itself through ignorznce, disease and various social ills, defies aselioration by
individual States. 1In this respect, concrete soiutions can be found if concerted
intornational action is launched to bridge e widening gap in economic prosperity

betwesn the North and the South, ® -besrian dslegation zssociated itself with
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(Mx, Buld, Siberis)
the recommendatic:: cf the South Commisaion that under Uanityd Kations suspices,
periodic summits of leaders from a representative group of developed snd developing
countries be convencd to review the wurld economic situstion, particulariy the
examination of the interrelationship among the various componsnts of the world
eéconomy. Liberia remains ever hopeful that the United Nations, with its ciurrent
enhancad status, is poised and ready to meet these challenges.

Liberia, a founding Member of the Organization, ig experiencing a national
catastrophe. Today, histery has ordained that we sexve as the consclience of our
Peopla and call upon the United Nations with utmost urgency to address the
situation in Liberia and help bring an immediate end to the tragic civil war.

A few days ago, in this very Hall, 71 Heads of State znd Government committed
themselves to giving children a better future. Our children, Liberian children,
like all other children of the world, are bleeding, asick, starving, without shelter
and, more important, without hope. Can thiz body aliow the destruction of ast only
Liberia's future but of the world's future to go unnoticed? I ask you in the name
6f God and humanity to come to Liberia's aid in recognition of the fact that we are

indeed ocur breother's kaepor.
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PROGRAMME OF WORK
Ihe PRESIDENT: I should liks to give members an outline of the tentative
programme of plenary meetings for the rest of October.

On Tuesdey, 16 October, in the morning, the Assembly will take up item 10,
“Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization"; item 20,
“Co-opsration betwesn the United Nations and the Asian-African Legal Consultative
Committee"; item 21, “Co-operation between the United Nations and thes Organization
of Americar States"; item 24, "Co-operation betwsen the United Nations and the
Latin American Economic System"; aad item 149, “Observer status for the
International Committee of the Red Cross".

On Tuesday, 23 October, the Assembly will take up item 14, "Report of the
International Atomic Energy Agency". In the afterncon of that day, the Assembly
will also take up item 150, “Tenth anniversary of the Uziversity for Peace",

On Wednesday, 24 Octcber, in the morning, the Assembly will hold a reeting to
observe the fortieth annivorsary of multilateral technical co-operation for
development within the United Nations system.

On Thursday, 25 Octobsr, in the afternoon, the Assembly will take up item 26,
“Co-operation betweaen the United Nations and the Organization of the Islamic
Conference”: item 25, “Co-operation betwean the United Nations and the League of
Arab States"; item 30, “Co-operation between the United Natiocns and the
Organization of African Unity"; item 22, "Implementation of the Declaration on the
Right of Peoples to Peaca"; item 31, "Zone of peace and co-operation of the South
Atlantic"; and item 29, "The situvation in Afghanistan and its implications for

international peace and security”.
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(Ihe President)

I should like to remind members that while the Assembly fixed the date of
Monday, 16 Septembar 1991, for the closing of the forty-fifth session, it also
fixed the date of Tuesday, 18 December 1990, for tho Assenbly to receas until next
year. Thsrefore, we should try to complete our work by that date.

Further, I should like to inform representatives that the Pledging Conference
for Development Activities will bes held on Thursday, 1 November, and Friday,

2 November. The Conference will be opened by the Secretary-Gemeral.

This tentative schedule which I have Just announced will appear in the
verbatim record of this meeting as well as in the Journal summary. In the
meantime, if there are changes, I shall keep the Assembly inforwed.

The list of speakers for s11 the items I have mentioned is now open.

Ihe meeting rose at 5,50 p.m.





