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AGENDA ITEM 9 (gcontinued)
GENERAL DEBATE

Mc. NATA (Benin) (intorpretation from French): Sir, allow me, first of
all, to follow the example of the sminent spaakers preceding me in addressing this
Assembly and convey to you the warm congratulations of the Republic of Benin on
your well deserved eloction as President of the General Assembly at the forty-fifth
seasion. Being familiar with your proven professicnal competence, your
wide-ranging experience in international affairs and your exceptional humaz
qualities, the delegation of Benin is coavinced that under your guidarce the work
of this session will be highly successful. I take pleasure 21so in paying a
special tribute tc your predecessor, Mr. Garba, who performed in a very skilful and
effective manner the task of conducting the work of the General Asscmbly =not only
at the forty-fourth session but at three very important special sessions. Africa
&3 & whole 1s proud of him and what hs has accompiisned.

I feel it is my duty om this occasion also to Pay a heartfelt tribute to our
Secretary-General, Mr. Peres de Cusllar. His intolligence and his dedicaﬁion have
significantly strengthemed this Organization. The sound initiatives he has taken
and his tirele;a efforts to promote the maintenance of international peaca and
security ﬁave grestly enhanced the prestige of the United Nations. This tribute
epplies also to the Secretary-Gencral's associates and colleaguas near and far, who
have given so much of themselvss in striving to ensure that our Organization works |
effectively and that the noble ideals underlying its existence prevail in the
world. The excellent annual report of the Secretary-General, on which I take
pieasurs in cémplimenting him publicly today, reflects thg present prestige and

unique role of the United Nations on the internatiomal scene.
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1 should like alsc to congratulate the delegation of Liechtenstein, whoge
country has just beern admitted as a Member of the United Nations.

As we approach the end of the twentieth century, history is undergoing changes
of sxceptionai depth and scope vhich call on mankind more and more pressingly to
exercise its collective conscience. With the passing of each month and each week
we see further traasformations taking place in the o0ld international geo-political
order.

The era of confrontation is beirg gradually replaced by one of co-operation,
and instead of bloc pelitics we are seeing the emergence and reinforcement of a
spirit of solidarity and a heightened awareness of the need for complimentary
approaches.

& particularly striking symbol of thiaApositive and healthy development in our
times is, it seems to me, the reunification of Germany, the long-standing and
legitimate dream of the German people, for so long jeopardized and delayed by the
cold war but now at last a reality which we all applaud.

However promising it may appear, the new international climate that now
prevails should not blind us, amid the euphoria of real advances in democracy,
freedom and international co-operation, to the fact that our world is still
encumbered by dangerous imbalances, hotbeds of tension and intolerable injustices,

The profound changes that are taking place will have fallen short of their ‘
ultimate objective if they fail to take into account all regional conflicts and to
find the proper resolution of aa issue that has bascoms of primary importance for an
Organisation that seeks to embody world-wide solidarity, namely, the fundamental
problemes of Horth-éouth telationa and in particular those of the African debt and

the continued impoverishment of the continent of Africa.
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The reforms that have bsen taking place in Eastern Europe have very quickly
evoked active solidarity on the part of the Western world, and we can only welcome
that. Our Western partners, furthermore, assure us that the vital assistance that
they lend our economies will not cease in consequence. Navertheless, I believe
that everyone will appreciate our anxieties, confronted with the continued
worsening of our situation, when we see the field of intervention.of eur
traditional assistance providers being thus extended.

I should like to take this opportunity tc praise the far-sightedness of
Mr. Mitterrand, President of the French Republic, and the bold initiatives he is
taking to promete development and to bring about the éstablishment of a fairer and
more balanced world order. The great and noble ideas that he champions with such
admirable forcefulness and tenacity for the establishment of a more generous and
rational world order and the relevant proposals he recently made in Paris at the
second United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries will, we hope, be
appreciated snd acted upon by the industrialized countries, for our countries have
nced of assistance and deserve to be better supported - and I am thirnking here

particularly of Africa.
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Africa has suffered greatly from the distortions and injustices inherent in
the way the world economic system is organized, but it is determined to overcomes
them, and to that end, it has already made enormous sacrifices.

I particularly welcoms, in this respect, the presence in this Hall of ths
delegation of Namibia, whose people, on 21 March 1990, at the cost of a long and
heroic struggle, acceded to independence and sovereignty under the auspices of the
United Nations, which successfully organized and conducted the elections that made
it possible to establish the first free institutioas in that country.

The success thus achieved, with the active support of the entire international
community, must be strengthened. It is therefore vital for us to do our utmost to
ensure that Walvis Bay, Namibia's only deep-water port, illegaliy made part of
South Africa, is uncenditionally returned to the new State as Qoon as possible.

It is now clear that the combined effacts of the pressure applied by the
1ntergaeiona1 community and the tenacious struggle of the black majority in South
Africa have prevailed over the inhuman apartheid system. Nelson Mandela and some
of his companions in captivity are frae. Even though much remains to be achieved
in South Africa, we cannot fail to see that apartheid has been shaken to its very
foundations, and we must accord President De Klerk the historical credit he
deserves in that irreversible frocoss. Unfortunately, there is still, no doubt, a
long road, full of pitfalls, to be travelled before there will bs a non-racial,
free society in South Africa. The murderous violence that has been incitea,
encouragad and kept going by those who do not intend to renounce apartheid proves
this very clearly.

For that reason, all the States Members of the United Nationg must remain
vigilant and mobilized until the odious aparthejd system has been fully

dismantled. Then and only then will South Africa be able to become a truly great
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country that has finally remounced its role of policeman, so that it cam work
positively for peace., reconciliation and progress in all of “outhern Africa. The
psoples of that region aspira to Peace and development, and hops that a joint
effort will be made by all to bring about a cease-fire and then the peace needed
for reconstruction.

In any event, we earnestly hope that the national reconciliation processes in
Angola and Mozambique will continue normally, in order to put an end to their
interrnal conflicts and bring about the peace longed gor by the suffering people of
those countries.

I must now speak about the unhappy civil war in Liberia. The events in that
country show to what tragic extremes arcy country may go when its paople are
subjected to the combined effects of poverty, dictatorship and corruption. There
are come, either ill-informed or ill-intentioned, who keep telling us that
tribalism is an inescapabla fact of life that rules our destiny and i3 the primary
cause of all Africa’s ills. I would say, however, that Africa is becoming more and
moxe aware of what its future requires, a future that cannot be fully secured
except by large-scale integration and co-oparation. In the depths of its soul,
Africa aspires to economic and gocial progress in democracy ard freedcm. The
horrifying images of the fratricidel war in Liberia challenge the consciences of us
all, particularly of the the most powerful among us.

Liberia must be helped to end its self-destruction and the atrocities. It
| must be helped to bacoms once again a sovereign State in which social peace and
harmory reignm. Africa must assume its responsibilities in this rcopoct.'through
the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) and the subregional organizations, in
accordance with the rulas arnd principles it has set itself and in keepirg with the

highsr interests of the African peoples.
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In northern Africa, where the Governments and Peoples of the Maghred are
seeking greater co-operation, the praiseworthy efforts of our Secrotary-General
have not yet succeeded in btinqing peace to Western Sahara. Benin reaffirms its
support for the initiatives of the United Wations aad the Organization of African
Unity (OAU) and hopes that the settlement plan set cut in Security Council
resolution 658 (1990) will bring about a solf-deterxination refersndum for the
People of Western Sahara.

Since our last session, the situation in the Middle Zast has no* improved at
all. Oa the contrary, it is more explosive today than it ever was. Just as we
wore rejoicing at the hopo‘tor peace taking lhgpo between Irsn and Iraq., tho Guif
crisis rekindled all the tensions and revsaled in their most threatening aspect ths
dangers and saxieties which beset that particulsrly sensitive part of the world.

The Republic of Bernin takes the view that mankind faces real and pressing
dangers if we do not reach, without delay, a global settlement of the problems of
the Middle Bast. In our opinion, only an internmational conference under United
Hations auspices, with participation on an equal footing by all the parties
concerned, can solve those problems effectively and achieve a lasting peaco which
will guarantee the existence of Israel and of the Palestinian State within securs
and recognized boundaries. Without such a conference, how would it be possible to
Put aa end to the interminable war in Lobaaon, to the destruction of that country,
to the tragedy of the hostages and to terroriam?

The Gulf crisis clearly showe that we camnot put off those vital settlements
any longer without pPlunging the whole regiom into general ruin, desolation and
instability, which will obvicusly have incalculable tragic consequences elsowhers

in the worid.
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We have steted in the past what we thought about the Iragi-Xuwaiti coaflict.
The principle, held dsar by ths OAU, -that the frontiers inhorited from colenisation
mugt be inviolable, evea if, in the finsl analysis, they satisfy nobedy, is a very
wise one. No lasting progress cen be achisvad by force, hegemonism or outright
annexation. If the law of the jungle is encouraged instend of being stigmatiszed
and combeted, that is tantamount to justifying an order which condemns small
countries to being arbitrarily attacked and dominated by thoso that are strongar.
Reapect for the norms of international law promotes progress, particularly fer our
States, which face the greed and hegemonism of the great Fowers and of countries
wiich possess some measure of power.

The annexatior of Kuwait by Irag has not helped the peoplos of the regien; it
is an unjustifiod and inadmisaible zct which cannot and muzt rot be condoned. Irag
rmust withdraw its troops from Kuwait unconditiornally and immediately and restore
the lawful and lsgitimate authorities of that country. Benin zasociates itaeclf
with any actiom to that end, in particular the effective implementation of all the

Security Council resolutions on the subject.
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The situ:tiuesg in Afghanistan and Cambodia alsc call for our close attention.
Beain kopes that the current negotiations will allow those two countries to regain
peace and uaity.

The peaceful reunification of the two Ysmens on 22 May 1990, and that of the
two Germanys on 3 October 1990, should prompt tke international community to step
up its work to bering about a peacoful reunification of the t:io Koreas. Benin,
which has restored its diplomatic relations with South Korsa and which fervently
hopes that it will be sble to maintain and even strengthen its long-standing
relations of friendship and co-opsration with North Korea, will continus to strive
actively for the achiovsment of unity and the independent and peaceful
reconciliation of the peninsuls,

In Central America, Benin welcomes all the work now under way to restore peace
and security to that region.

Now that we are seeing the end of the coid war and bloc politics, the most
Powerful among us should address themselves resolutely to defusing regional
conflicts and should devote the necessary means to terminating the arms race and
combatting famine, poverty and disease. PFor, as we approach the end of the
twentieth century, those 8courges continue to be the daily lot of more.than half of
mankind, despite the tremendous resources with which the world is endowed and the
fantastic advancaes of science and technology.

The economic sitwation of the developing countries is hardly improving, 1t
hes even further detorisrated, and that is certainly the most serious threat to
international psace and sacurity. It is clear to all, in fact, that an order that
allows half of the world to die of hunger and ignorance is not working towardas

peace and stability.
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Lest May, at the ond of the work of the eighteenth specisl session of the
Ganeral Assembly, devotsd to internmaticnal ecemomic co-operation, the Declaration
adopted by the participants certainly zounded the alarm once again. That
Declaration undoubtedly testifies to a greater awaronoss and should promote a
positive change in internationa) ecorcmic relations. It was in fact stressed that
countries must draft their national peolicies so as to promote the liberaliszation of
trade and to respond with appropriate flexibility to the changes in the worlad
€Conomy.

From 3 to 14 September 1590 the second United Nations Conference on the Least
Developed Countries was held in Paris, focussing on the economic and social
situaticn in thoss countries. In the Final Declaration, adopted at the end‘of the
Counference, it was recommendecd that the intei.ational community pay particular
attention to that category of countries, givsn the specific natura of the crucial
problems facing them.

In this context, I should like to mention particularly the very disturbing
situation of Africa. On this subject, the Presideut of Bgypt,

Mohamed Hosni Mubarak, thca Chairman of the Organization of African Unity, stated

in hiz message on the occasion of the celebration of Afrieca Day on 25 May 1990:

“The time has come for international public opinion to become aware of

the tragedy raging in Africa. The time has come for real dialogue and soliad
and fruitful co-operation to develop between North and South. Debtor ard
creditor countries must do their utmost to find concrete and effective ways
and means of improving the economic situvaticn of the African countries ond of
easing their acute financial erisis.”

Wo are obliged to rmote today thr: the resolutions for a solution to the

critical economic situation in Africa have not been implemented. The programmss
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adopted by common Sgresment, with their many promises, have not baen carried out,
Indsed, 1990 is drawing to a close ana the Programme of Action for African Recovery
and Development 1986-1990, adopted by our Organisstion four years ago, is still far
from achieving the goals set. That is why we urgeatly eppsal to the devaloped
countries finslly to honour their commitment to Provide sufficient resources to
supplement and support Africa’s development efforts.

The reality today is that Africen States are being crushed by the burden of
external debt, which has grown constantly over the years. lMevertheless, I should
like to pay a tribute here to the praiseworthy efforts of certain creditor
countries that have agreed to a partial dsferral or forgiveness of cortain debts of
the third-world countries in genoral and of certaln Africen debts in partieculer.
Benin has benefitted from these generous and greatly apprecisted actiozs. K3 hope
that, in the context of global agresment, these gestures will be turned into
Systematic policy. There iz no other way out if wo are to avoid disaster.

Africa has already made and is still making enormous sacriZices. Many
countries have, wvilly-ailly, afopted structural-adjustment programmes with the
Bretton Woods institutiona. We have couragecusly carried out ecomomic and
political reforms, improved our Ranagement systems, and combated corzuption. Have
we not thus sufficiently 1iftea our part of the burden? But the harsh restrictions
and many privatioans resulting from this must mot Elunge our peoples and States into
despair, social unrest and political instability. It is thus more urgent today
than aver before to builad and strengthen hope for tomorrow's generations.

The curtains have barely been rung down cn the World Summit for Chilaren,
which was held in New York from 29 to 30 September and in which I had the honocur to
participate om behalf of Wy country. A Declaration and a Plan of Action were

adopted for the survival, Protection and dsvelopment of the child. The Summit has
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b” the success demanded by the importance of the guestion. My dslegation is vary
grateful to the Summit's initiators and orgenizers and hopes that the posicive
rosults will be translated as soon as posaidle inte concrete actions for milliions
of imnocent human beings.

But the paople of tomorrew for whom we are trying to bulld a batter future ey
Bot reach adulthood if the growing threat that hangs cver the human species because
of the producticn of dangercus weste is not eliminated now by joint intecastional
action.

Avare that the solution of ecological problems end the protection of the
environmsnt require cc-ordinstion of States’ activities and initiacives, through
the adeoption cf urgent decisions or subregicnel, regional or worlé measuces, Benin
vill participste sctively in the organizizg of the pan-African conforance on ths
environment and lasting development that will ba held in Bamako, Mali, and in the
preparations for the Uaited Mations Confersnce on Bavircoment and Devslopment,
planned for Juns 1992 in Brasi).
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I should like to tsake thig opportunity to inform the Assenbly that the new
Constitution, which will 80on be put to & referendum in my country, provides clear
pProvisions in the area of 8pplying the resolutions and recommendations of certain
interrational and iater-African organizations relating to ths &cceleration by
States of the process of inclusion in national legisliation of ragulations and
mezsures on protection of the environment az provided by international law.

Morsover, aware that the individual remains the subject and prime mover of any
development and that these can be no real and lasting progress without freedom, naw
Benin, in accordance with the resolutions of the National Conference of Driving
Forces of the Nation, held in Coton ou from 19 to 28 February 1990, has committed
itself irreversibly to the road of building a State based on law and the active
promotion and defence of human righta and the rights of peoples.

In fact, firmly resolved to take in hand and to assume fully its national
desciny in unity and peace. the Beninese people, thus rediscovering its values and
its rrofcund traditions, has Zacided to implcmont a gradual change of régime. at
the eué of its work the Conferenca of Driving Forces of the Nation, set up a Hich
COuncil for the Ropudlic, given legislative prerogatives, and elected a Prime
Minister, who formed the transition Goverament to carry out all the changes,
including the satting up of new institutions, which will be introduced during 1991,

Hence the press has been free ard newspspers are multiplying in the country.
Tke political parties set up are freoly carrying out their activities. The main
internationsl inetruments for the protection and defence of human rights havo bean
ratified. Thero is a xew atmosphere for the people of Benin,

AS Members nc doubt know, the Benin Commission on Human Rights has been set
up: it iacludes pPersonalities from various walks of life. We have also set up a
League for the Defence of Human Richts, which aiso includas former political

prisonsrs,
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I hava the honour, the satizfaction and the pride to confirm that there are no
longer any poiitical prisoners in Benin. This has been fully recognized by Amnesty
International in correspondence seat to me receatly. Any further arres> or
detention for political or ideological opinions has now bsen banned, and the people
of Benin intend that it should always be so.

Allow me to say & few words on the completely new political comtext in which
the general policy of the Republic of Benin now lies. I crave your indulgence to
speak about the political life of my country but, as representatives know, like the
political life of each of your countries, it is reflected on its international
relations.

In the Republic of Benin today a new way of thinking has beer born with the
democratic renewal that, with ardour and determination, has brought the egsentisl
elements of democracy - that is, a Governmeat of the people, by the people and for
the people.

Now, and I stress this, fundamental freedoms of all kinde, political
pluralism, ideological non-aligument, separation of powers - legislative, and
executive and the judiciary - and promotion and deferce of humen rights and the
rights of pecples - all are ccncrete realities the people of Benin have been
experiencing and implementing since the sstablishment of the democratic renswal.

With the democratic renewal. we want to attain a great objective, a great
project, that is, the deep trancformation of society in Benin and the eradication
of fatalism. We want to create a new person, because we belisve in a new Africa.
One of the main principles of our undertaking is transparency - transparercy in
affairs of State, transparency in justice, transparency in management of the

economy and of public property.

»”
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In other words, the democratic remewal is aimed at giving new life to a people
through buildizg a State based on law, and new hope to a continent for which the
gloomiest of futures is regularly predicted.

We have dared to draam of a rew worlid!

Everyons can appreciate that a country grouped among the least developed, not
to sey among ths pcorest of the world, which, in such a short time has managed to
put in place sc many positive conditions needs support of a special and exceptional
kind, because it is carrying out a democratic process in keeping with the profound
aspirations of its people.

This pecple, the people of Berin, recognise, with others, that between
democracy and development there is a logical 1ink and an almost mathematical
relationship, which the National Conference of Cotonou graphically established. It
is irdisputable that the road leading te full democracy is long and full of
pitfalis. But we have no other altornativo to democracy.

This is why I should like to make an urgeat appesl to the industrialized
countries and tc the internationai organizations to give massive aid to nascent
democracies in such developing countries as Benin so that they may have at their
disposal 28 socn 2s possible the necessary conditions and the means for
consolidation and thereby &void economic stagnation and all kinds of eviis and
scourges.

The toity-tifth seasion of‘the General Asssmbly of the United Nations will, we
ardently hope, make it possible for ﬁa to enhance our achievements in maintaining
international pesce and security.

Ke khope alas that the ucdsrstanding bstween the two super-Powers ard the
East-Hest rapprochement noted over the last two years will promote economic détente

and will be turned into concrete measures aimed at casing the burden of the
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external dsbt of the develcping countries and increasing assistance from the
developed countries through substantial financial resources indispensable for
carrying out viable socio-economic plans.

New Benin calls whole-heartedly for this new international order. Having
courageously assumed its share of respemsibility, it hopes thst it can count on
international co-operation.

Forgive me, Sir, if I have abused your patience and that of the distinguished
representativea. The presont state of our world requires that we streass certain
pointe. And I also wanted to eéxpress and share the hope of 2 people that has
resclutely started out on the arduous road to freedom and that, detsrmined to take
charge and to conquer fear, wretchedness and facalism througk its own abilities,
also looks forward to enjoying the ianternaticamal co-operation and solidarity in
which it profoundiy believss.

ADDRESS BY MR. ARTHUR ROBINSON, PRIME MINISTER OF THE REPUELIC OF TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO

Zhe PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now heer an addrass by the Prime

Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.

Ihe PRESIDENT: I have great pleasuze in welcoming the Primo Minister of
the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Mr. Arthur Robinson, aad inviting him to

address the General Assembly.
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Mr, ROBINSON (Trinidad and Tobago): May I cn behalf of my Goverament add
By warmest congratulations to you, 5ir, on your unanimous election as President of
this session of the Gensral Assembly. The session takes place at another crucial
juncturs in human history. It is a moment which requires strong commitment and
enlightensed guidance. Fortunately, these have been the hallmarks of the Qiplomacy
of your remarkable country over the years. For that rsason we are convinced that
your presidency will contribute significantly to a harmonious and successful
session.

My delegation also pPays a tridbute to your Predecessor, Mr. Joseph Garba of
Nigeria, for his exsmplary leadership throughout the forty-fourth gession.

W2 extend a hearty welcoms to our new Member, Liechtenstein.

The unexpected, unprecedented and profound changes which have occurred ia the
world over the past year make the beginning of the 19502 one of the most exciting
times in moders history. The most rigid political end economic systems have,
overnight as it were, been radically transformed. Iron-cast barriors have been
brokea down. We have witnessed the passionate dstermiration and irrepressible wiil
of millicns of people in concerted action for freedom. Super-Power competition and
rivalry are being replaced by co-operatioa. Disongagement from authoritarian rule
gathars pace globally. Finally, the prospects appear more favourable than ever for
the Unitsed Nations to Play the role envisaged for it in 1945 by the founding
gathers.

We applaud these far-reaching changes, which have altered profoundly. and I
trust irreversibly, once familiar features of the intermational landscape. The
internationsl cormmunity now enters confidently into the post-cold-war era. It is a
time vibrant with hope and promise. It is also a time of continuing challenges and
perils, as ve have seen dramatically demonstrated in the curreat situation in the

Middle Best. The ond of the cold war has not brought ar end to attitudes,
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assumptions and reflexes of bygone eras. Even as arms reduction takes place in the
main theatre of past East-West confrontation, arms races are intensifying in other
regions, leading to the increasing proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. A
false and elusive security continues to be sought in military hardware.

Yet it should be noted that the end of the post-Second-World-War dispensation
in EBurope - an end symbolized so dramatically just two days ago by millions in a
reunited Berlin - was brought about not by force of arms but by ecomomic
development, technclogical pProgress and the democratic aspirations of peoples,
Herein, I suggest, lies a lesson for the entire international community as we
search for new underpinnings for stability and security and for the establishment
of a new international order.

Although the dramatic improvement in East-Wast relations and the radical
changes in Eastern Europe have captured our attention, profound transformations
have also taken place in other parts of the globe. It is in this context that we
feel encouraged by the decision of the parties to the Cambodian dispute to sit
around the negotiating table. Similarly, we are heartened by the fact that
representatives of the Korean pPeople have finally set aside mutual distrust and
hostility and have taken the first, temtative ateps on the road to reconciliation.

Earlier this year the Assembly welcomad to its ranks an independent and
sovereign Namibia after decadeas of struggle against oppression. In so doing the
international community fulfilled a mandate datiag back to the earliest years of
the United Nations. With the independencs of Namibia ths final chapter in the
history of colonizlism in sub-Saharan Africa has nearly come to an end - a fact
which must streangthen the resclve to excise for all time the cancer of apartheid.

The epic struggle, heroic sacrifice and iron determination of one man,

Nalson Mandela, have not gone unnoticed by the world Orgarization. With his
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releace from prison, the long dark night of apartheid began to give way to a
glimmer of hope for the new dawn. The régime in Pretoria, it would appear, has at
1ast recogniszed that the system of apartheid can no longer be sustained. State
President De Klerk has indicated by his latest pronouncements that Pretoria may now
finally be prepared to break withk the past. It is, however, critical that the
South African régime accelerate the process of change, and move rapidly from “talks
asbout talks" to genuinely constructive dialogue with the leadership of the black
majority on the key issuss which would lead to the formation of a non-racial and
democratic society.

The disturbing issue of violence in the townships, particularly in Natal and
the Transvaal, needs to be addressed urgently by both Pretoria and the black
leadership. Continued viclence would place in jeopardy the recont political gaing
made by the majority; it would derail the nascent negotiating proceas; it woulé
provide a pretsxt for those forces opposed to a change of the atatus quo in that
troubled country. Trinidad aznd Tobago wishes to reiterate, and cannot
overemphasize, that in the interest of all of us this opportunity to move South
Africa away from apartheid must aot be squandsred. The principal actors and the
stage are in Soutk Africa, but the effects of failure would be global,

While encouraging the process of reconciliation and negotiation in South
Africa, Trinidad and Tobago remains mindful of the need for the international
community to maintaia existiag sanctions until meaningful and parmanent change has
taken place. In this context we urge those States with influence in Prstoria to
intensify their efforts to persuade that régime to quicken the process of

fundamantal change.
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We welcoms wholeheartedly the new role of the United Nations in the assistance
Provided to Namibia in the conduct of fres and fair elections. In this process
Trinidad and Tobago felt homoured to play a part. We strongly endorse the proposal
of the President of the United States of America for a permanent capability in the
United Nations to render this kind of assistance to countries that seek it.

The successful conduct of internationally monitored free ana fair elections in
Kicaragua, in which my own country played a part under the aegis of the
Orgenisation of American States, bodes well for the entire region; and Trinidad and
Tobago hopes that both Government ang Opposition in Nicaragua will ssak to

establish an enviromment which will sacourage sustainad peace and development,
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¥We are truly saddaned by the recent turn of avents in Haiti, although the
latest information ssems to give some causa for optimism. Growing tensions -nd
instability have resulted in the postpoaemeat of the registration process and
posnaﬁly of the elections. We remain hopeful, however, that the schedules for the
insuguration of the elected Presidsnt of the Republic on 7 February 1991 will be
konourad.

Trinidad and Tcbage continues to pley its part im the effort to bring about
democratic changes in Haiti. 1In this regard we have joined with our fellow
colleagues in the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), with the Organisaticn of American
States (OAS) and with other Members of the United Nations itself in ongoing efforts
to achieve this objective.

It is ironic that while Trinidaa and Tobago, a free, cpen and democratic
socioty, has besn asgisting in establishing the democratic process in other States,
our own democracy was recently imperilled in a most extraordinary mamner.

A new broed of fanatics claiming diviae 1nspﬁration. but acting rather under
aaeanlé impulse, blew up cur police headquarterz, shot their way into our
Parlisment. hold the Prime Minister, ministars, parliamentarians and other citizens
at gunpoiat, bound them hazd and foot, inflicted torture, shot the Prime Minister
in his 1egq, caused several fatalities and heid all under threat of death. This
amzll, but rash and rackless band of adventurers seized the only television
statien, conlittog and instigated sundry other acts of damage and disorder while
its leader proclaimed & naw gevernment without a single intslligent clew as to what
was to be done thereafter.

I am sure that ycu, Mr. President, 1ike our highly respected Secretary-General
and all representatives in this Hall, would agree that it spsaks volumes for the
pPeople of ocur country that we were &bla to overcome this Poril without any external

intervention. May I éxpress, on bshalf of my country, my gratitude to our CARICOM
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colleagues, Vanesuela, other hemispheric countries and countries beyond the
hemisphere which responded in the crisis to our need for food, wmedical and other
essential supplies, and may I also 8xpress our deep gratitude for the numerous
expressions of moral support that we received from all parts of the world. Trials
of the offenders are now taking place, but the situation still poges a challenge to
our security and legal systems.

As freedom enlarges and expards and mors democratic systems are sstablished,
notably in Eastern Europe, but elsewhere as well, new iasues of security are
certain to arise. We need to address this question of security on two fromts: it
is essential that thoro be the fullest possible collaboration among States at
regional and international levels in the investigation, prosecution and elimination
of serious crimes. Events such as I have described as occurring in Trinidad and
Tobago are usuelly linked to criminal activities in other States. The spread of
democracy and open societies adds a new urgency to collaborative measures which
must So taken by the internationai community to contain these criminsl acts.

The most pernicious manifestations of international criminal activity,
including the illicit traffic in drugs and terrorism, continue even zs wa enter
this United Nations Decade of International Law. Governments of large and small
States are becoming increasingly aware that internatiomal criminal activity is not
only lucrative, efficient and resilient, but is also resisteat to control
measures. More disturbingly, these forms of crime do not respect national
frontiers or jurisdictions. It is a cruel irony that as our planet bocomes smalier
through advances in science and technology, especially in the field of
comunications, open societies have become more vuinerable to those who deal in

terror, dagradation and death.
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In response to the menace of international criminal activity, my delegatiocn
iatroduced at tke forty-fourth session of the General Assembly a new item which
sought to establish an intermational criminal court. The Ganeral Assembly mandated
the International Law Commission to examine that prcposal and to submit a report at
this session for its consideration. .

We are convinced that an international criminal court will enhance and
strengthen the capacity of the international community to deal with intsrnational
crime. I have myself Aincussed this proposal at various internaticnel and regional
bodiss, including meetings with my feilow Heads of Government of the Caribbean
Community. In June this yoar, a meeting of the Committee of Experts on an
International Criminal Jurisdiction, held at Siracusa, Italy, building on the
foundations laid down by scholarship and expertise over the years, fully supported
&nd elaborated a comprehensive draft statute om zuch a court.

We are aware that the Proposal for the establishment of an international
criminal court has raised fundamental questions. Some of these relate to
jurisdiction ana sovereignty. There is ro gainsaying that these issues are
éxtremely important. They do not, howaver, present intractable problems and can be
satisfactorily addressed in ths interests of progress and our- collective security.

Indesd, I am pleased to note that in its report the International Law
Commission has advised that the establishment of an intermaticnal criminal court is
more feasible at this time and has recommended, moreover, that international
traffic in drugs should be considered a crime against humanity.

Even more recently, the Bighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Trestment of Offenders, held at Havana, passed by consensus a
resolution encouraging the International Law Commission to continue its work in

relation to the codification of international criminal law and the establishment of



JVM/8 A/45/PV.20
29-30

an intsrnational criminal court. In the resolution pasced by the Congress, special
provision was made for the protection of the territorial integrity and sovereignty
of States.

I am confident that there is now groater understanding of the utility and
practicability of an iatermationzl criminal jurisdiction by Member States aua that,
guided by the requisite political will and vision, substantial progress will be
mads at this session towards its establishment.

We conceive of an internationszl criminal court, not a3 an end in itself or in
isolation, but as part of a whole rangs of services required for effective law
enforcement. Some of these services already exist in relations between States; I
refer to excharges of vital intelligence, both formal and informal; arrangements
for the transfer of offenderas Letwoen States under treaties of extradition or by
other modalities; arrangements for the reciprocal recognition of judgements and
crders; for the reception of evidence; and the wide range of co-operative and
collaborative activity which the security and judicial services of friendly States

already engage in routinely, both formzlly and informally.
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These mechanisms aud practices are essential to our individusl and cellective
security. ‘tihere they &.« obsent, States must be encouraged to put them iz place.
Where they ara already in place, they must be strengthensd. A court will ensure
the greater effectiveness of these administrative aad judicial arrangements ana
greater protection for security aud sovereignty, particularly of small States.
Essentially, it is stability and world order that are at staka.

Neither a free State nor a free world can long endure without adequate
safeguards for the rule of law,

Trinidad and Tobago has repsatedly condemned the use of force as a weans of
sottling disputes. We canrot accspt, aud we strongly condsmn, such forcidle
annexation of a member scate of this body as has occurred in Kuwait. Wo raaffirm
our unswerving commitment to respect the scvereignty, independence and territerial
integrity of all States in accordance with the principles of our Charter. Ws urge
that a peacsful resolution of the matter be found in & manaer that restores the
independence of Xuvait.

Security, however, cannot be locked at merely in terms of police and judicial
functions, although these are essential parts of the equation. We must also move
gpaedily and purposefully to tackle problems that inhibit soclal and economic
development in the world today.

In many Asveloping countriss the symptoms of frustration and malaise are
obvious. A punishing combination of external influences has drastically reduced
real incomss and investment; annual growth rates continue to Plummet; per capita
gross national product continues to declire; non-fuel commodity prices have resached
disastrously low levels; and deteriorating terms of trade militate against benefits

from increassd export earnings. The impact of these factors has been exacerbated
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by the overvhelming debt crisis. The dsvastating cumulative effect of all this has
been a lazgs net transfer of resources from countries im t- devaloping world to
the desvelopsd worid. I have said before, and % repeat, that 20 civilissd community
can tolerate the contirnuation of such a state of affairs.

The collective effort of the international community has yet to yield
realistic and acceptable solutions to the immense and complicated problems created
by external debt, debt servicing and this outward transfer of resources.

The debt strategies which have bsen proposed to dste have aot addressad the
Plight of middle-iancoms debtor courtriss. Specific probloms are scmetimes masked
bacause of the general use of per capita gross national product as the measuremont
of economic dsvelopment. Atteation needs to be given to the importance of
expenditures in essential areas such as health, education, housing end gocial
welface. chlopn& i3 too often perceived in terms of ecomomic growth, while che
factors which affect the quality of 1ife are neglscted,

If the real concerns of developing nations are ignored or are inadequately
addressed, then the alraeady great disparities betwsen the North and Scuth will
increase dramatically and the gulf batween them will wideén. 1In this regard,
support for the Uruguay Round and trade negotistions is imperative.

Let the forty-fiftn session of the General Assembly set the atage for a
collective response to t:he aconomic deterioration that has plunged many countries
of the dsveloping world into crisis, threatening their social cohesion, peace and
security.

Trinided and Tobago was pleased to have been a part of the historic World
Summit for Childran, held 2 few days ago. The faithful implementaticn of the World
Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of Children snéd the reiated

Plan of Action wilil go a long way towards protecting the rights aud improving the
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lives of our children. My Goverament is committed to the strategies outlined in
those agreements, and will pursue their implementation as vigorously as we have
pursued strztegios rxelated to the advancement of women and other United Nations
initiativas which place pecple at the centre of development.,

Another particular concern of Trinidad ard Tobago, as an island State, is the
question of management and conservation of marine rasourcss. Reprasentatives will
racall that the fortieth session of the General Asserbly addressod the issue of
large-scale pelagic fishing and its impact on the living marine rescurces of the
world's oceans and seas. The General Assembly noted that largs-scale pelagic
driftunet fishing was a highly indiscriminate and wasteful method that threatensd
the effective conservatica of living marine resources. 1In Trinidad and Tobage it
also threatens the 1livelihood of our srtisanal fishermsr.

Accordingly, ir response to recent rsports of vessels with large-scale
driftnet fishing equipment operating off Trinidad and Tobago, my Government hzs
imposed a ban or thig type of fishing in its natisnal watoers and a prohibition of
landing rights to vsssels with zuch driftunet equipment. Trinidad aad Tobago i3 the
first country in the North Atlantic to have takon cuch definitive actioa.

Domonaerdting our ccmcern over environmontal issueg, the Governmant of
Trinidad and Tobage has undertaken to host the Sevanth Latin Amsrican and Caribbean
Confersace of Ministars Responsible for the Znvironment, to be held from 15-23 of
this month. It is sxpocted that the Coitarenée will formulste = regional acticn
plan which wil) incorporats exicting envirormental policies, such as the
Port-of-Spain Accord and the Amascnia Doclaration, and lesd ia the coming moaths to

concrete programmes of envirommental action.
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My Government wishes to reiterate its full support for the proposed
Internctionai Confererce on Envircament and Develcpment, schaduled to be hold in
Brasil in 1992,

Already I perceive a sense of renewed vigour and commitment in this
Organization, which embodies the hopes and aspiraticns of our cormunity of
rations. Let us work assiduously and urceasingly to ircrease respsct for ths rule
of law, tc advance the cause of justice and respect for the digaity of mar and to
improve the lot of our fellow human beings everywhsre. Let this sessiorn attain neyw
heighta of human achisvement. Let it matck the aspirations of the millions who
have so moved and inspired us by the cataclysmic changss thst they have wrought in

peace during the past year.
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Ike ERESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly, I wish to thank the

Prime Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago for the statement he has just

Mr. OUMAR (Chad) (interpretation from French): The forty-fifth session
of the General Assembly is taking place at a very special time in the history of
the United Nations and of mankind. For the first time in more than two
generations, the arms race betwesn the major Powers seems, at last, to have ended,
thus paving the way, as we all hope, to the understanding and Co-operation, that
all nations desire.#

Thus, Mr. Guido de Marco has succeeded General Joseph N. Garba of Nigeria as
President of the Gansral Asasmbly ia circumstances that are very special ang filled
with great promise. The delegstion of Chad offers him its warmest congratulations
2ed wishes him and the othor officers of the Assembly every success.

I wish also to extend tha Chadian Government's friendly greetings and warmest
congratulations to the Secretary-General of our Organization. We commend him for
his dedication to the cause of psace and his tireless efforts to assist the pecplesn
of the third world in combating destitution and poverty. Impelled by his energy
and leadership, the United Rations Successfully brought independence to Namibia,
and, thanks to‘tha toncerted affort of the Members of the Organization,

Nelson Mandels, a hero of the struggle for dignity and equality in South Africa, is

* Mr. Makkawi (Lebancn), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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&gain free. As we welcome the presence of the sister nation of Namibia in the
General Assembly, we venture to hope that we will soon see a multiracial delegation
of South Africz occupying that country‘s seat in this Hall,

My delegatiozn also corgratulates the Principality of Lischenstein on its
admission to the Orgamization as its 160th Member.

At the forty-fourth sassion, we saw the first signs of tha end of the cold
war. Throughcut Central and Eastern Europe political liberalization has in a few
months transformed relaticnships which had bean frozen and saemed immutable for the
past 40 years. The signals ws got from the Malta Summit on 3 and 4 December 1989
were foreruuners of the ead ¢f one period - the cold war - and the beginning of
another, a period of dialogur and conceried action. Since then the words “peace",
“freedom" and "democracy" have become our leitmotiv, the concepts driving the
actions of the world.

Chad, for its part, did not wait for the Bast wind tc blow over the reat of
the world before embarking upor political changes. In fact, as early as
7 June 1982 the Government of the Third Republic began to lay the bzses for genuine
democracy in the country. It Aid so first by calling on the Chadiaa people for
national receaciliation af:e; the tragedies that had besst the countiry. Then, in
1987, it expolled the foreign cccupation forces from the northern half of tha
country. And, finally, it set up in July 1988 the Constitutional Committee that
produced the Constitution adcpted by referendum on 10 December 1989. That
referendum was also the process used to slect the Presidert of the Republic,

His Excellency Mr. Al-Hadj Hissein Habre, for a term of seven years.

The new Constitution, which was a genuine product of the Chadian people and

was adopted by a largs mejority vote of our people, today governs the public life

of the country. Its provisions nmbody the universal principles of democracy and
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freedom, and thus the rights and duties of citisens - in other words, human rights.
The institutions provided for under the new Constitution are beginning to come into
being. Thus, on 8 July 1990 the Chadian electorate went to the pells %o £ill the
123 seats in the National Assembly. For the first time in the history of
indepsndent Chad, the voters were free to choose their representatives from among
435 cardidates who were standing for oalection on an individual basia. The
elections took place in a calm atmosphere, attesting to the political maturity
vhich was acquired by the Chadian people during the long years of a war of
aggression and was bolstered by national fesling forged by its suffering.

If political freedom is to bear fruit, it must go hand in hand with harmonious
economic development. For that reason, as it sseks to bring about democratization
in ways that take into account Chadian cultural values, the Government of the
Republic of Chad has committed itself to a programme for the reconstruction and
developrent of the country. Unfortunataly, howaver, apart from the problems of
war, the other scourges which Chad had to endure for years have once against raised
their hesds. I am referring specifically to drought and the pests that destroy
crops and vegetation.

Chad, together with the rest of the Sahelian region, has guffered from a
shortage of rainfall in 1990, reminiscent of the worst yeara of drought, famine and
desertification. The current year will be one of the most disastrous for farming
and the Chadian people alrezady can hear famine knocking st their door. Therefore,
once again, the Govsrnment of the Third Republic has the ragrettable duty to make a
pressing appeal to the international community, to all domor countries and
agencies, to provide food assistance as promptly as possible to the neediest
sectors of the Chadian population. As in the past, the Government of Chad will
undertake to distribute that assistance to the beneficiaries in the most open

fashion.
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Dependent as it is on one crop - cotton - Chad continues to suffer from the
crisis that affected that sector in 1986. The very slight hardening of cotton
prices in recent years has made the gradual reorganization of that sector possible,
but at the same time Chad is trying to £ind other means of offsetting the budgetary
losses occasioned by the restructuring.

With the primary objective of sradicating hunger and poverty in Chad, the
Government of the Third Republic has made rural development the country's
priority. This will involve improved health, a higher levasl of literacy and, above
all, the mastering of agricultural research techniques in order to adapt the
various crops to the country's climatic conditions and thus maximize the
productivity. But, regrettably, the uccertainty of tho climate hac frustrated our
efforts.

At the same time, the choice of this priority in nc way represents aneglect of
the other sectors of the economy, which are equally important and to which we are
paying great attention. But for a Sahilian country such as curs, assailed by
drought and desertification, the assuring of our food supply becomes a daily
concern that haunts us. In this respect, the suhst;nﬁial underground water
reserves in Chad could be drawn upon through an irrigation programme in the arid
and semi-arid areas of the country.

Contributions from friendly countries and international development agencies
and crganizations to the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Chad, together with
the massive participation of the major donors at the round-table on Chadian
devalopment, from 18 to 20 June 195C, lead us to hope that our struggle for food
security will receive increasing support from our partners.

Similarly, the conference on education and employment to be heid at the end of
the year as part of our sectoral approach to development in Chad would be

especially successful if our major partners were to take an active part.
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As we once agnin earnestly appeal to our doncrs to continue to lend us their
invaluable support, we also wish to express to them the gratitude and appreciation
of the Government and people of Chad. Our thanks go in particular to the
Governments of France, the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, the United States,
the Netherlands, Switzerland, China, Saudi Arabia and many .chers that it would not
be possible to name here, and also to development agencies such as the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDPF), the World Bank and the Eurcpean Economic
Cormunity (EEC) through the European Development Fund.

We would 2lso like to pay a special tribute to those officials of UNDP who
assisted us in proparing for the Geneva round-table as well as to France and ths
World Bank for their assistance in the preparations for tke conference on education
and smployment.

Reconstruction and development in a country such as Chad rapresent a long-term
undertaking. Mindful as we are cof this fact, we are striving to rely, first and
foremost, on ourselves, but, given our limited resource#. we are also obliged to
rely on the assistance of the international community as a whole if we are to
achieve our objectives. 1In this regard, we are again this year submitting to the
General Assembly a draft resolution on special assistance to Chad. We are
confident that delegations will once again support this text as they have done in
the last few years.

As we have always stressed, peace is a prerequisite of any economic and social
prograss. Chad has legitimate aspiratiems to peace while in no way neglecting the

nead to defend its territorial integrity and the digmity of its people.
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Open as we are to dialcgue and co-operation, Chad is firmly resolved to live
in peace with all its neighbours, without distinction. In that spirit, the
Government of the Third Republic haa professed its faith in the sound nature of the
Chadian spirit, which is ore of telsrance and hospitality. Unfortunately, this
openness of spirit seems to have been regarded by certain neighbouring countries as
weakness, to such a point that, at a certain moment in its history, Ched found
itself almost entirely occupied and laid wasto with its very existonce as a State
flouted.

The national uprising which ended that situation has alsc restored dignity to
the Chadian people. Today, the people of Chad are united ia locking towards the
future, resclvaed to make their couantry a great natien.

It is in this perspective that we sea the bilateral dialogus and the dialogue
taking place ir the ad hoc committee of the Organiszation of African Unity (OAU)
concerning the Chad-Libya dispute which led to the cease-fire in September 1987 and
to the signing of the FPramework Agresment o# Algiers on 31 August 1989 concerning
the psaceful settlement of the territorial dispute betwsen the two couatries.

In this respsct, even though conciliation has rct led to the dessired results,
the Algiers Agreement has been respectsd by the two parties to tha conflict as far
as the ruling of the Iniernational Court of Justica is conceraned.

Given the nature of the jurisprudence and the norms of international law in
this area, together with the fact that the OAU has made utl possidetis the linchpir
of the principle of the sacredness of thy *“orders inherited from cclonizaticn, Chae
continues to have confidence in the future rulings of ths Court. Chad has
confidence in the United Nations bodies and agencies in their role as organs
responsible for safeguarding paaca and security and preserving the sovereignty of

small vulnerable netiocnsz.
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Respect for the aorms and Priaciples of international law should henceforth
govera relations among States at a tims when the major actors in international life
are demonstrating their faith in the United Rations gycter in a very concrete
manner.

Hope is being reborn in the hearts of billione of men and womea who have
always desired - seemingly in vain - ar ond to the cold war and to tegional
conflicts and longed for the dawning of greater justice in international
relations. Now, only a few Years away from the next millenium, the commuuity of
natione must welcome the changes in Bastern Europe which have suddenly relaxed the
atmosphere to such an extent that it is now possibie to hope that a nuclear war may
be averted and that there sre greatsr chances of ending regional conflicts.

The positive developments in South Africa, the independence of Namibia, the
withdrawal of Soviet troocps froim Afghanistan are all, in this respect, palpable
proof, and indeed locical conssquonces, of East-Hest détente. At the same time,
the democratization of Central and Egstern Europe lead the people of that continent

to hope for the realisation in the near future of the Common Eurcpean Home.
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But the fires of tension are by no means completely extinguished. In Asia, in
Latin America, in Africa and in the Middle East, especially in the Gulf region,
tensions psrsist and new ones arise. Bloody confrontations pose a dangerous threat
to peace and security in those regions and througlicut the worlad.

Everyone knows that the present Gulf crisis greatly cranscends the boundaries
of the States directly involved, going beyond the Middle East itself. It is a real
time-bonb threatening the whole of mankind. It is clear that a2 military
conflagration would destroy the entire region. While no one knows when or how it
might be ended, it is certain that it would take an unacceptable number of innocent
lives and would cause lasting digruption to economic and political life
world-wide. Theref.re, Chad joins the rest of the internmational communily in
calling for a rapid peaceful settlement to this dangerous conflict. It goes
without saying that, to be viable, such a settlement must take account of the
interests and concerns of all parties; it is also clear that no paacefdl solution
will be possible unless it is rooted in the legal and political norms and
principles that are the foundation of international political life. In other
words, it must have its basis in respect for international law, respect for the
United Katicns Charter and respect for the various resolutions adopted by the
United Nations on this subject.

Aware of our own country's recent past, my delegation joins previous speakers
in urgently appsaling to the international community to do averything in its power
to find peaceful solutions to all these conflicts. The present climats in
international relations more than ever before favours positive co-operation to that
end. We encourage the Secretary-General in his peace initiatives designed to
ensure that understanding and conecord prevail throughout the world. The universal

paace to which we have aspired since the creation of the United Nations is within
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our grasp, and can be achieved if wa bring the racessary means to bear. Future
generations wiil judge us very harshly if we fail to grasp this unique opportunity
to restore peace throughout the world. That peace must be just, lasting arnd
comprehensive. It must take into zccount the dignity of all peoples and bring
greater justice to relations among States.,

While we caanot but welcoms the independence of Namibia, apartheid continves
to rear its ugly head in neighbouring South Africa, doapite the galks under way
between Pretoria and the African Hational Congrsess of South Africa. The evil minds
that created that political system have even generated inter-tribai differences in
order to delay further the elimination of racial discrimination.

Above all, justice must be manifested in international aconomic relations,
whera the inequality is most striking. The international economic situation seems
to be far from benefiting from the improvements of recent years. Although growth
has continued in developed market-economy countries, the countries of Latin America
and Africa suffer from stagnatiom or even ragrassion.

The causes of this deterioration were identified long ago and are well known.,
In particular, we note the contasnt major fall in commodity prices, the net transfer
of resources to developed countries, the eaormoug debt burden and skyrocketing
interest rates.

Over the past 30 years there has been no lack of Unite” Nations initiatives
designed to find overall sclutions to the great challenges of the day: poverty,
famine, ignorance and disease. The magnitude of these scourges cries out to the
conscience of zll, and the developing countries feel increasingly that everything
is being done to delay the inevitable day of reckoning.

Africa, a continent on the way to being marginalized, is facing a real

disaster, and nothing in the short term gives us hope that the trend will be
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reversed. Moreover, the blame for the crisis in the continent is being placed on
the Africans themszelves. As President Al-Haj Hissein Habre has said,

“A ferocious media campaign is now trying to show that problems of

underdevelopment are due to _ome congenital lack of ability on the part of the

Africang”,

Poverty, exzcerbated by policies of structural adjustment with a high social
cost, is spreading, and threatens peace in many countries.

As'I say, there has been no lack of initiatives, and the United Nations has a
fundamental role to play in tke maintenance of international peace and security as
well as in the promotion of development. That is why the Declaration on economic
co-cperation adopted at the eighteenth special session of the General Assembly and
the Paris Declaration on the Least Developed Countries, despite their scope, should
be seen as important challenges for this final decade of the century.

The crucial problems confronting the developing countries and the least
developed among them in particular can be solved only if accepted principles and
objectives are applied in a comprehensive and integrated manner. In the final
analysis, geauine international co-operation for development requires the political
will of States, buttressed by a spirit of equity and, above all, a s=ense of
justice. Without justice, Morth-South antagonisms could grow worse. The end of
the cold war and of the arms race should provide au opportunity for all mankind to
turn in the same direction and to direct its creative forces towards the
development of the third world, the eradication of poverty, and scientific progress
for the common gooad.

While democracy and human rights are central questions in development, what do
human rights and individual freedoms mean to starving people huddled teogether in

destitution and ignorance?
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Lags in various areas of development resulting from an unjust economic order

are the basic causes of underdevelopment. Countries will not amerge from their

situation by craating anarchy in over-indebted countries whose people live baiow

the poverty line. To have some chance of success, politicai 1iberalization must be

sustained and promoted by integrated economic development.

Similarly, the protection of the environment must not be achieved at the

expense of the countries of the third world in genmsral and Africa in perticular,

Nor must it be a pretext for unreascnable delay

projects initiatea by underdevelopsd countries,

in carrying out development

It goss without saying that for a Sahelian country like Chad, with so fragile

an environment., Protecting the ecosystem is of special importance to us as we

formulate our development policies. If we are to push back the desert and conquer

it, we need everyone'‘'s assistance.
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This sescion of the Asgenbly hzs seen the convening of the first World Susmit
for Children. That unique event was an oxtracrdinary hym: to hope and to mankind's
future. The heightened world awareness evidenced at that meeting with regard to
the nature of ths tragic sufferings of the planct's childrea and to the remedies
peeded is proof im itself of the resolvs of nations and their leaders to meest all
the challenges that erdanger the coming generations. Chad takes this opportunity
to reaffirm its commitment to making its modest contribution to the building of a
world finaily free from poverty, exploitation, raciam, oppression and war, a world
in which peace, fresdom, justice, mutusl understanding and msterial and spiritual
well-being will prevail.

Mr. VOKOUMA (Burkina Paso) (interpretation from French): Mr. President,
svents in Eastern and Central Eurcpe that were gratifying to all of us occurred or
were about to occur when the United States and the Soviet Union were meeting in
your country. While congratulating you on being ol;ctod to your high office, I
also wish to pay tribute to Malts, a non-eligned countzry that provided the
background for one of the episodes that accompanied - and perhaps contributed
o - the fundamental changes in present-day internatioral relations.

I should also like to pay tribute to Gemeral Joseph Hanven Garba of Nigeria,
who presided with talent and authority over the forty-fourth ssesion of the
Assembly, during whick, inter alis, we adopted by consensus s Declaration on
Aparthieid end its Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa; that Declaration
Played a part in creating the international climate which 1ed to the releass of

that great fighter, Nelson Mandela.



JVM/8 A/45/PV.20
52

(Mr. Vokouma. Burkina Faso)

If the United Nations today is witnessing not a rebirth but a new birth, we
also owe this to the tireless efforts, grsat patience and calm perseverance of the
Secretary-General who, true to his mission and his responsibilities, has upheld
against all odds the principles, purposes and cbjectives of the Charter. The
independence of Namibia, which we welcomed here in April uponm its admission to the
Organization, was one of his principal concerns.

Just as we hail unified Yemen and unified Germany, we also welcome among us
with particular pileasure Liechtenstein, whose initiative gives further proof of the
universality of the Organization's usefulness in these difficult and uncertain
times.

Barely had we witnessed the final throes of the Fast-West confrontation when
we found ourst¢ives at a new turaing-point in history. A combination of
geopolitics, selfish considerations, halfatruths, cunning tricks and flagrant bias
have brought us to cur present pass. Irag has invaded Kuwait, and Burkiina Faso,
like the rest of the international community, condemas that f£lagrant violation of
the Charter of the United Nations and of the sovereign rights of a Member State.
Today the situation is at worst an intolerable attack on law and justice and at
best a conflict between law and Justice.

Nevertheless, the clear-sightedness and experience of paoples prevent them
from being misled by concaaled interests that by their nature are constant and
unchanging. Principles that wers ignored in similar gsituations in the past are now
being cited for the sake of those interests. In the name of that clear-sightedness
and experience, I should like to set forth Burkina Faso's view of the problems that

beset us and that make the struggle for justice and peace so long and so arducus.
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The important political, economic and social changes that we have witnessed
and participated in are occurring along a line and in a context that is gradually
beginning to be seer for what it really is: a split papered over with the unkept
promises of scme anh the unavowed purposes of others. By engaging in such
fruitless exercises we are quite simply compromising the future of the world's
children, even though last Sunday in this very Hall we solemnly recognized that
"There can be no task nobler than giving every child a better future".

In whatever context we place them, the problems are numerous and the solutions
few. A good climate makes a good harvest only if the seed is good. Wnat kind of
~ seed are we sowing?

In the Middle East the situation, urder the impact of the events in the Gulf
region, remains highly seansitive, tﬁe more so because we do not understand what
difference thsre is between an annsxation that toock place two months agc and
another that has now persisted and been developing ia variocus unofficial but
concrate forms for 22 years. The immigration of Soviet and Eastern Europcan Jews
to the occupied Arab territories is further inflaming ar open wound. The intifadah
continues tc be a revelt against injustice and a call for justice to prevail.

The convening of ar international confercace on peace in the Middle EBaat,
bringing together zll the partias concerned, is bacoming an increasingly pressing
imperative for those who sask a genvine and definitive sclution to the problem.

Lebanon, which has long been the victim of a conflict that ie ovarvhelming it,
awaits the restoration of its State and the coming of national reconciliation. We
hope that the efforts of the Tripartite Commission will be successful.

With regard to Afghanistan, my couantry remains concerned at the pernicious

continuance of fratricidal combat. A comprehensive poelitical settlement in
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accordance with the coansensus resolutions adopted at the forty-third ana
forty-fourth sessions of the Gemsral Assembly should be supported in order to
achieve the unity and harmony needed for the country's reconstruction and
development.

In Korea the opening of preliminary discussions at Seoul foreshadows a batter
future for reunification. Burkina Faso is of the view that ome way to encourage
that process would be to avoid taking negative and partisan attitudes and thus to
enable the long-divided Korean pecple to reunite.

With regard to Cambodia, we hope that the framework document of 28 August 1990
drawn up by the five permanent members of the Security Council will lead to an
agreement among all the parties to the conflict and that peace will come back to
stay.

Reaffirming Burkina Fasc's support for the unity, Ssovereignty, territorial
integrity anad aon-aligned status of Cyprus, we hope that the Secretary-Gensral's
mission of good offices will bear fruit,

My continent, Africa, is prey to acute conflicts, for which, we fesl, the
international comnrunity should, in one way or another, help to find a peaceful
settlement. More specifically, with regard to Western Sahars, Burkina Faso
continues to support the joint geod offices of the current Chairman of the
Organization of African Unity (OAU) and the Secretary-General of the United
Nations. It expresses its satisfaction at the adoption of Security Council
resolution 658 (1990) or 27 June 1990 and hopes that the organization of a true
referendum on self-determination will bring lasting peace and stability to the

region.
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With regard to Liberia, Burkina Faso reaffirms its firm support for an
appropriate szolution and stresses the urgant need for increcased humaniturian
assistance to the Libarian people. Burkina Faso supports the convening of a
special sumnit meeting of the Economic Community of West African States to promote
reconciliation and a peaceful and definitive resolution of that fratricidal
conflict.

In Mozambique and Angola, we excourage the efforts being carried out to
restore peacs through dialogue.

In South Africa, apartheid remains, and although Nelson Mandela is out of
prison ke is not yet free. Burkina Faso, along with the international community,
is waiting for the aboiition pure and simple of gpartheid and is waiting for
Mr. De Klerk to take irreversible steps in that direction. The economic sanctions
are still necessary, and the South African people must maintain the same vigilance
in the face of attempts at division and the fomenting of internai strife.

Agreement, co-operation and now iateraction between the two military
super-Powers mark a break with the past and are producing an impact on all
international relations, particularly through the reducing of hot-beds of tension,
the consolidatiocn of the disarmament Precess and the functioning of the Security
Council as it was envisaged in 1945.

I have already said that a good climats dces not make a good h;rves; unless
there is good seed. What do we nave on the economic side? It is clear that atc the
end of the twentieth century we are witnessing a unique phenomenon. We are
privileged witnesses of an acceleration of history with a scope that is difficult
to measure. The only certainty is that we are watching the scene being set in the
theatre of the unknown that the twentieth ceatury has always been for the authors

of science fiction.
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The international community must set the Scene, but it must take every
precaution to ensure that there will not be a tragedy. In other words, the
pPrograss achisved by mankind in the political and technological areas throughout
the twentieth century must not be compromised by aconomic distortions, which can
lead only to a confrontation pPrejudicial to the welfare and the survival of the
Sspecies,

There is an urgent need‘for North and South to learn to march together and in
harmony so that neither enters the‘futute a step behind, That was already, we need
not recall, the main objective of the First Unitea Nations Development Decade.
Since then, and at tha start of the Fourth Development Decade, disappointment has
reached its peak among the poor: the poorest of the Poor are filled with dispair,
while others take refugs in shameful selfishneas,

It is intolerable that today, in this era of abundance ang technological
Successes that defy the imagination, more thaa a billion human beings live in
absolute poverty; that as many - 900 million adults ana 100 miliion children - are
illicerate; that 1.7 billion have no access to drinking water; that 300 million are
hungry; that one child in three is malmourished; and that 14 million children die
before the age of five. |

What is even more unacceptable, because it shows the failure of North-South
co-operation, is that the floi of resources from developed countries to developing
countries, which was positive 10 years 2go, has been reversed outrageously, falling
from $42.6 billion in 1980 to minus $33 billion today.

The indebtedness of the developing countries in 1990 éxceeds $1,300 billion,
with debt servicing of $200 billion. 1In view of the drop in commodity prices that
tﬁe developing countries have suffered in the past few Years, the deterioration in

the terms of trade is only becoming worse. Thus, Burkira Faso, & cotton-exporting



NR/dr A/45/PV, 20
58

(Mr, Vokouma. Burkina Faso)
country, must today pay the equivalent of the value of 30 tons of its product to
buy a tractor, as opposed to 10 tons in 1970. Because of this, any invastmant
effort aimed at economic growth is dependent today on external assistance. We have
seen that this assistance is an aberration in terms of flow of resources and is an
unbearable burden in terms of dues and taxes. Moreover, it has become
discriminatory and insufficient, not to say sparse,

The decade of the 1930s, a lost decade for the development of our countries,
has also, paradoxically, been tho decade Quring which the concept of the quslity of
life has become universal. Thus, rich countries have striven to implement social
policies with the ultimate aim of securing the well-being of the human person. For
their part, the poor countries, while ensuring the survival of their populations,
now justly demand that development have a greater qualitative content.

Morsover, it seems that rich and poor have finally agreed to recognize the
urgency of preserving and reatoring‘our environment. It is to bé hoped that this
common heritage of mankind - endangered by the actions of the human race, and
technological development principally - will be restored by the.human race through
the implementation of the latest techniques. The same applies to the survival of
our planet and its civilizations. We must urgently orient research towards
technologies that will reduce the emission of certain gases such as
chlorofluorocarbons and carbon dioxide, responsible for the depletion of the ozone
layer, the development of the greenhouse effect and acid rain, whoss combined
effects are irreversibly altering our enviromment.

The next United Nations Conference on the Environment, scheduled to bevheld in
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992, will be the occasion for re-sstablishing a truth
which seems to have been forgotten, namely, that development is indispensable for

the well-being of people but at the same time it has its own limits. That appliles
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to the envirorment but algo, and above all, to secieties whose balance is
frequeatly threatened by economic choices favouring development/growth to the
detriment of the more harmonious development which encompasses all aspects of human
1life.®

A3 I stressed at the forty-fourth session of the Generzl Assembly, that is
where our conception diverges from that of the rich countries when we speak about
such impeortant ideas as demﬁcracy and human rights., I repeat here that for us the
defence of demecraéy and of human rights comes via the promotion of a more just
international economic order.

In this regzard, we cannot Pass over in silemce our partnars’ failure to
respact the goals set by common agresement kere in the General Assembly and
throughout the United Nations system for international economic co-operation for
development. The Poor results of both the eightesnth special session of the
General Assembiy, held from 23 March to 1 April 1990, and the second United Nations
Conference cn the Least Developsd Countries, held in Paris from 3 to 14 September,
are clearly signs of a lack of political will, However, we hardly need recall that
our countries have agreed to huge sacrifices to restore our macro-economic balance
and have adopted bold programmes to stimulate growth, despits structural digorders
and the profound crisis atfecting the world eéconomy. As far as Burkina Paso is
concerned, wa made our own adjuntnunta'suvoral years bsfore we appealed to the
international financial institutions. We now expect the Bretton Woods instituitions
and our traditional partasrs to giva us the new resources that will provide the
revivifying oxygen necessary for economic recovery and for social well-being, which

are cbjectives of cur second five-year development plan.

® The President returned to the chsair.
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‘Tho ain of the second plan is to consolidats the gains made in the priority sectors
during the first plan,while stressing economic growth and human development.

Oz the domestic front still, since October 1977 Comrade President
Blaise Compaore and the Popular Front have baean working, within the framework of
the People's Democratic Revolution, to create the fundamental and real conditions
in which the paople itself can take oz the management and directior of their
affairs. The first Congress of the Popular Front called for a constitutional
process, and so. in 1991, there will be major electoral events in the country,
enabling it tc go on putting in pPlace the political instituticns in keeping with
its people’s requirements for social) and political democracy.

Gur ambitions are neither out of the ordinary nor out of place. Thoy stem
from the will to survive and to integrate curselvec into the community of nations.
Generally speaking, we take as our basic objectives those set by the United Nations
itself. These relate, dnter alia, to food self-gufficiency, access to drinking
water, primary health care, literacy and improving living conditions. To attain
these objectives, which are the basis for all development, we are using our own
territory and means; we are relying on the regional framework and South-South
co~-operatica; and we welccme any contribution from outside our country and rasgion
consolidating the Socuth-South co-oparation effort and the North-South contract of
solidarity.

In general terms, we are coavinced that, for the pivotal decads of the 1990s,
external assistance must be in large quantity and of good quality and must take
account of the particularities of the racipients. Ws should therefore review the
2id philosophy and try to solvs the problem of poor countries' indebtsdness in
order to inject emough new resources into their economies for there to be growth

and development. Unless adeguste gsteps are taken, we fear that the impoverishment
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and marginalisation of whole nations will in time become a serious threat to
international poace and gecurity.

In this respect, East-Wost détente, the socio-political upheavals in Bastern
Europe and the integration of the vhole Eastern European region into the rest of
Burope, which we see beginning, are consolidating the North-South divide. The
Governments represented hers and they alone are responsible for seeing to it that
thiz new division in the worla does not contain within it the seed of future
conflicts,

Wisdom would dictate that the dividends of peace following on détente should
serve pasce through massive investment in development. Reason dictates that the
North - that is, yeéstorday‘'s East and West - should join forces to support the
South in its daily struggle for survival, growth, development and a better life.
The twenty-first century will, if we so desire, be the century of the greatest good
for the greatest number. And is that not aiso democracy?

ADDRESS BY MR. HANS BRUNHART, PRIME MINISTER OF THE PRINCIPALITY OF
LIECHTENSTEIN

Ihoe PRESIDENT: The Asgembly will now hear a statement by the Prime

Minister and Mianister for Poreign Affairs of the Principality of Liechtenstein,

Ihe PRESIDENT: I have great pleasure in welcoming the Prime Minister and
Minister for Poreign Affairs of the Principality of Liechtenstein,
Mr. Hans Brunhart, and inviting him to addreass the General Assembly.

Mr. BRUNHAET (Liechtenstein): on 18 September, with you presiding, my
country was admitted to the Unitod Nations as the one hundred sixtieth Member.

Today, for the firgt time as a speaker in the general debate of the General
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Assembly, I am pleased to avail myself of this opportunity to wish you once again
every success in your responsible tasks.

At the same time, I wish to thank all those delegations that greeted and
welcomed Liechtenstein with such warmth on the occasion of our country's admission
as a new Member of the United Natioms,

My special thanks are due to the Secretary-General, Mr. Perez de Cuellar, for
his tireless devotion to accomplishing the tasks with which the United Nations has
been entrusted.

On the occasion of the address of thanks which I delivered on 18 September, I
had the opportunity to describe, briefly, the Principality of Liechtenstein, its
bilateral and multilateral relations on a regional European and on a world-wide
level and, in particular, the Principality’'s links established within the framework
of the United Nations. Without wishing to repeat myself in this respect, I should
like to outline a few aspects which have priority as far as my country's foreign
policy is concerned, taking into account the fact that my country is now a Member
of the United Nations.

You yourself, Mr. President, as well as previous speakers, have laid emphasis
on the numerous and far-reaching changes that have taken place in the world in the
recent past. New possibilities for peace and international co-operation have
opened up, but we are also confronted with great dangers and risks, which will
require co-operation by all countries if they are to be resolved.

In this connection, it goes almost without saying that a small country like
Liechtenstein wishes to align itself with all those countries whose aim it is to
settle disputes peacefully and to uphold the rule of law in the settlement of
conflicts. International law is our protection and we are all called upon, now and

in the future, to further its cause.
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With this thought in mind, Liechtenstein condemns very strongly the flagrant
violation of universally recognised international norms by Iraq in its occupation
and annexation of Kuwait, anrd calls for tke irmediate and unconditional withdrawal
of Iragi forces from Kuwaiti territory. My country did not hesitate to implemexnt
the resolutioas zrd measures adopted by the Security Council, even at a time when
it was not yet a Member of the United Nations. It will continue to support the
efforts exerted by the Security Council with a view to solving this sericus crisis.

For us, ianternatioaal law is the pillar upon which every inter-State
relationship must rest. My country will therefore support all efforts now and in
future which may lead to the creation of a system of international law in the
fields of security and human rights, and also of aeconomic, technclogical and
envirormental policies. In so far as Lischtenstein is not yet a party to a2 number
of agreements, my Government is examining the possibility of signiag and ratifying
United Nations legal instruments established in these fields.

It is in Burope, indeed, to which my country belongs, that we have observed
and continue to observe that peaceful dialogue is possible across all froatiers and
despite widely differeat situations in the countries concerned. As the recent past
shows, such dialogue aboiishss artificial and inhuman frontiers and may lead to a

new and, as we all hoge, strong and united Zurope.
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We hope that all efforts for a mew Burope will be successful - particularly
with regard to the countries of Ceatral and Eastern Europe, whose reforms are
leading them to freedom and democracy, and whers human rights and fundameatal
freedcms have been given the prominent place they dessrve. As we all know, those
sre the main prerequisites for lasting peace. Ia that regard, I should like to
wigh the Federal Republic of Germany and the Garman pecple wall-being and a
prosperous future in view of the unification celebrated yesterday.

In the light of the universality of the United Rations - a principle that all
Members States underiined when Liechtenstein was admitted as a Member of this
family of nations - my country would welcome membetship»of the Republic of Korea
and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to the United Nations. Nevertheless,
in doing so I would 1like to express the hope that we shall all be able to witness
the reunification of the Koreas in the not-teco-distant future.

Next Noveﬁher's Paris meeting of the Conference on Security and Co-operation
in Europe will previde a further guarantee for what has been achieved in Europe so
far and at the same time, in line with our expectations, contribute significantly
to stability and co-operation az well as to disarmament. It is alsc importamt for
us in that regard that the Council of Europe, which provides an eminently suitable
forum for the expansion of European co-cperation, be considered whemever
institutonal questions are being discussed.

However, questions concerning peace, security, disarmament and human rights
cannot and should not be resolved by sclutions that are related solely to Europe.
Europe is a part of the world common to all of us, in which we realize daily the
extent and incresse of global mutual dependence.

The path towards a better future shall not become the private path of a
privileged section of our community of States. In view of the favourably

developing climate of co-operation bstweea East and West, let us not lose sight of
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the equally important dimension of the North-South relationship, nor of the
co-operation with countries forming the major part of our world community. Those
countries are facing extremely difficult problems that, in a vicious circle of
cause and affect, will grow worse every day if joint steps are mot undortaken to
overcoma them.

International solidarity is required of us all through co-operation and
tangible help, taking account of the national characteristics, culture and identity
of the countries and pecples concerned. We all know that real changes, economic
success, the elimination of poverty and the raising of living standards canmnot be
achieved from one day to the other. Lasting peace is irdivisible. Lasting
well-being must also be indivisible.

We were therefore very pleased that at the World Summit for Children held last
weekend, a Declaration and a Plan of Action on the survival, protection and
develcpment of children were adopted. We also attach value to the fact that the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, which I signed last Sunday on behalf of ny
country, should get world-wide recognition.,

As in tho past, Liechtenstein will 2lso be prepared in the future to make its
contribution within the framework of international solidarity in favour of the
developing countries. Special emphasis will continue to be placed on the support
of concrete projects.

Also of common interest to everyone is the preservation of our environment,
Its damage and destruction, with consequences extending beyond all frontiers,
regardless of any geographical location, may well be disastrous for us ail if
determined action is not taken immediately. We look forward to the Conference on
Environment and Development to be held in Brazil in 1992. However, we cannot wait
with measures to protect the environment until that conference is helaq, although,

we trust, it will lead to tangible achievements and resuits.



JB/16 A/45/PV, 20
68

(MI;_§Innhﬂ:£a_hi!£htﬁn1521n)
From the viewpoint of a smail country, I have endeavoursd to portray just a
few of the many subjects that are of concern to us a1l, and I should like to
express the readiness of my Govermment and of the Liechtenstein delegation to
participate, within our possibilities, in international co-operation, and in
particular within the framework of the United Nations. 1In this spirit, I wish the
forty-fifth session of the General Assembly full success,
Ihe PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assambly, I wish to thank the

Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Principality of

Liechtenstein for the important statement he has just made,

{ .+ ADAN (Somalia): On behalf of my delegation and on my own bhehalf, I
should like to extend to you, Sir, most sincere felicitationz on your unanimous
election to the presidency of the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session., -
feel confident that under your able leadership and wise guidance, which stem from
your rich and varied experience in your country's public iife and international
aiplomacy, we can look forward to the smooth and efficient conduct and successful
outcome of the work of this session of the General Assembly. I would like to
assure you of my delegation's uastinting co-operation in the achievement of these
objectivas,

I alsoc take this opportunity to express our appreciation for the outstanding
stewardship of your predecessor and our brother from Africa, Major-Genoral Joseph
Garba, who contributed to the successful ocutcome of the forty-fourth session of
this body, including its sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth special sessions.

HWe pay our tribute to the Secretary-Genaral, Mr. Perez de Cuellar, for his
untiring efforts in making the United Nations an effective instrument for the

pzomotion of world peace, security and development.
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It is with profound satisfaction that we welcoms the emergenca of a unitsd
Germany as a sovereignm, ixdependent State. The goal of German unificatior has besn
achieved through a peaceful democratic process and in exercise of the right of
self-detarmination of the German pecple as a whele. Somalia extends heartfelt:
congratulations to the new State and looks forward to clese and fruitful
co-operation in the years ahead.

On behalf of my delegation, I also congratulate the Principality of
Liechtenstein on its admission to membership of the United Rations.

Since our last session, Namibia has taken ite rightful place in the comity of
the world‘'s free snd independent naticna. While we justly rejoice at that happy
culminstion of the long and arducus struggle cf the brave Nsmibian pecple agaianst
an oppressive racist régime, we cannct forget that the basic structure of the
system of apartheid still remains in place in South Africa. However, a numbar of
positive develcpmonts in recent months provide hopeful signs. Most important awong
these dzvelopments are the rolease of Mr. Nelson Mandela and some other political
ieaders, and the lifting of the bam on the African National Congress of South
Africa, the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania, and other political parties ard

orgsnizations.®

L] Mr. Rukashazza (Rwanda), Vice-Presidemt, tcok the Chair.
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Therefore, while there is reason for cautious optimism, especially in the context
of the ongoing negotiations between the ANC, led by Mr. Nelson Mandola, and
President F.W. de Klerk, the international community has a duty to continue to
bring prossure to bear on the Pretoria régime until the latter brings ahout genuine
refoyms leading to the dismantling of apartheid and the establishment of a truly
multiracial democratic society in South Africa. Until this happens, international
sanctions sgainst South Africa must continue to be maintainea.

We are concerned about the large-scale violence and conflict within the black
community in some of the townships in South Africa. We sincerely hope that the
spirit of good will apd understanding, which curreatly prevails in that country,
will bring peace, tranquillity and harmony among the people in the affected areas,

The world today is pPassing through a period which is full of promise and, at
the same time, has a potential for conflicts andg confrontation. The end of the
cold war sra, dominated by ideological conflict, has ushered in a new era of
understanding and co-operation. The recent spirit of conciliation and compromise
among the major Powers would have been unthinkable only a short time ago. Today,
it ie clearly reflected in the nesr-unanimity of approcach and action among the
permanent members of the Security Council towards the peaceful resolution of global
conflict situations.

In Europe, dramatic changes have taken pisce irn the political and economic
fields. The most vivid menifestation of this historic pPhencmenon is the rebirth of
a single German State cut of the two separate German entities, which until recently
hed divergeat political ideologies. It also marks an important mileatone in the
history of Buropas.

But this spirit of 2olidarity and unity is not manifested ia Burope alone. In

the Arabian peninsuia, my delegation welcomes the unificatioa of the two former
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States of Yemen, in the new Republic of Yemen. We congratulate the brotherly
pecple of Yemen and wish them peace and prosperity. In the Korean peninsula, the
Prime Ministors of the two Koreas have recently begun contacts with a view to
initiating a climate of friendship and understanding, which could eventually lead
to the realization of the shared aspirations of the peoples of the two countries
for their peaceful reunification, The desire for unification cannot be regarded as
being in contradiction with the membership of this universal body, as is clearly
proven by the urification of the two Germanies and the two Yemens. In accordance
with the principle of universality, Somalia supports the admission of both Koreas
to the United Nations as full Members.

In South-East Asia, too, there is a gentle breeze of change. The recent
breakthrough in the ongoing negotiations on the long and tragic conflict in
Kampuchea provides new hope for peace in the region. We fervently hope that it
will now be possible to achieve & comprehensive political settlement, satisfactory
to all concerned, which will bring to an end the sufferings of the paople of
Kampuchea and enable them to rebuild their lives and their nation. We hope that
the potential threat to peace and security in the region that this conflict has
posed would thus be removed.

Nearer home, in the coatext of the progress which is being made in Western
Sahara, my delegation feels confident that before long the efforts of the
Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity and those of the
Secretary-Goneral of the United Nations will bear fruit in arriving at a
satisfactory political solution to this vexed question.

Despite these favourable developments, it is regrettable that maay conflicts
still continue to rage, many injustices still remain to be corrected and many
problems still remain to be resolved before we can confidently procliaim that

mankind has overcome its primordial instinct and is now mature enough to achieve
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lasting peace based on Justice. In the Middle East, in Afghanistan and in Cyprus,
people continue to suffer the ravages of injustice and war. In Cyprus, only
intercommunal talks and a genuine dialogus cam show the way towards a just solution
by peaceful means. It is our sincere hope that the parties involved will take
advantege of the Secretary-Generali's mediation offer to find a solution, taking
into account the fundamental rights of both the communities,

As to Afghanistan, the withdrawzl of foreign troops had heightened
expectations for an early resolution of the conflict. We are, however, concerned
that the situation in the country continues to be marked by violence, bringing
widespread suffering to the people of Afghanistan. Millions of Afghans,
particularly womsn and children, are still in refugee camps, unable to retura to
their homes. Ws urge all the parties comcerned to make every effort to resolve
their differences and get on with the task of reconstruction of that territory,
uhich has gone through yoars of destruction and devastation.

The most persistent and the most intransigent problem is that in the Middle
East. For forty years, the situation in the Middle East has been the cause of
tension resulting in several wars. It has destabilized countries, caused
devastation to the pecple of the region and destroyed their lives by denying them
their basic human rights. The root cause of this situation is clear and
well-knowns the denial of the inalisnable rights of the Palestinian people t.
their homeland. The situation has been further exacerbated by the continued
Israell occupation of Arab lands in defionce of the United Nations resolutions and
in violation of international law. The couragecus uprising, intifadah, of the
Palestinian people in the West Bank ard Gaza is an eloquent reminder that peace
cannot be attained in the region unless the rights of the Palestinian people are

fully restored.
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Somalia has consistently maintained that the only solution to this problen
lies in the return of ali Arab territories and the exercise of the inalienable
right to self-determination by the Palestinian people. We have always extended our
unaquivecal support to our Palestinian brothers in theix legitimate struggle. We
continue to support the convening of the international conference on the Middle
East with the participation of Palestine on an equal footing with other parties.
We believe that such a conference will provide a unique opportunity for
negotiations on the basis of the General Assembly resolutions on the Middle East.

Since last August, there has besn a new and dangerous threat to internatioual
peace and security. FPavourable political developments have been overshadowed by
the grave developments in the Gulf. The invasi- . and annexation of Kuwait by Irag
has generated a global political and econcmic crisis. Our proximity to the
coaflict area and our fraternal ties with both Iraq and Kuwait make this situation
all the more tragic and painful for us. Nor are we unaware of the political =ad
economic conseguences of this situation. The Gulf crisis has generated world-wiia
repercussions, caucing military build-up and economic dislocation. However, the
consaquences of war would be much more dangerous and far-reaching. Somalia,
therefore, is fully supportive of all efforts aimed at finding a political solution
to the problem.

Somalia considers Iraq's action to be in violation of international law and
the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations. We believe that a solution to
the conflict can be achieved only on the basis of the following central elements;
first, immediate and unconditional withdrawsl of all Iragi forces from Kuwait ard
the restoration of sovereignty and legitimacy in Kuwait; secondly, subsegqueat to

the attainment of the aforementioned objective, negotiations should be undertaken
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in the search for a political solution to the differences betweer Xuwait and Irag.

For Somalia, the situation in the Gulf is particularly painful, for it
invoilves two fellow members of the Arab League, the Islamic Conference and the
Movenent of Non-Aligned Cousmtries with both of whom Somalia has close fraternal
ties. Wo therefore wish to ses an early resolution of thais serious crisis in the
interests of the peace and stability of the region.

I would now like tc touch briefly upon the steps my Govermment has recently
taken in the direction of ths ongoirg democratization process which it had
initisted last year. On the recommendations of the Goveramsnt, the People's
Aasembly has recently adopted the naw amended Coastitution which, inter alin,
provides for a multiparty democracy, a free market economic system and the
protection of fundamental human rights. Efforts aro also under way to opan
moaningful dislogue with the cpposition groups tc promote peaco and national
roconciliation. The significant initiatives taken by my Government will no doubt
contribute to the restoration of stability in the country and to the improvement of
the economic and social conditioms of our pecple,

Earlier in my address, I made a reference to the nev and welcome changee that
were sweeping the world. Theo end of ths ideclogical confrontation betwesn the
supcr-Powers has helped to croate new hopes for global peace and improvement in the
human condition. These developments have brought about a trend towards
conciliation and understending on the part of the major Powers, and have opensd up

new possibilities for substantial progress on disarmament and arms reduction.
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Howsver, the improvement in the East-West political climate has failod to make
any impact, hag done nothing to ameliorate the rapidly deteriorating economic
conditions in much of the developing world. Deaply rooted inequities ana
imbalances contizue to afflict inter-State relations, especially between the
industrial and the developing countries. Many third-world countries continue to
experience economic stagnation, increased poverty and an overall deterioration in
the social progress of their Peoples. In many of these countries the number of
people living in poverty is increasing at an alarning pace. Today mors than
1 billion people live in conditions of abject poverty. According to the United
Nations Pood and Agriculture Organization and the World Health Ocrganizaticn, the
auzber of people who now lack food is estimated to be over 809 millicn and the
aumbér of pecpls with serious health risks because of caloric deficiencies is aboxz
to reach the 490 willion mark.

The debt prodblem, which emerged in almost all developing countries in the
early 1980s, has since growm out of proportion and is now threatening tc disrupt
the social order anéd political stability of meny third-world countries. Daspite
the endlsss ard stranuous adjustment sfforts and debt rescheduling by these
countries, the prevailing internationsl financial and monetary system makes itk
virtually impossible for the affected developing countries to cope with the
burden. In his ansusl report on the work of the Orgenization for 1990, the
Secretary-Gensral points out that in 1989 alone $26 billion was transferred from
the dsveloping to the developed countries. This alone iz a sericus impediment to
the efforts of the doveloping countries and must be stopped and zovarsed.

A number of new initiativcs are in Place, but what is regquired is a new,
vigorous and dynamic debt strategy. Such a strategy must include dsbt canceliation

as well as substantially increased resources.
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The problems of debt vrescheduling and the net transfer of resources from
developing to developed countries are clossly linked to the probiem facing the
developing countries in the fisld of international trade. A viable and effactive
debt strategy would alse nesd to provide for sustainadble growth in devasloping
countries, including in-dopth meszsures designed to incresse their export sarning
capacity.

The serious ecoromic situation of the least develcped countries ghould be &
cause. for grave concsrn. Incresasing poverty, videspread hunger and malnutritjon
have become painful daily cccurrences in many of these economies. Me welcome the
reaults of the receatly concluded second Unite4 Mations Confersnce on the Least
Davelopsd Countries, held in Paris. The chfcrcnc§ recognised the importance of
national policies and their links to the international environment. Unfortunately,
howsver, it was unable to reach an &graement on increased financial flows and on
new measures to alleviats the debt burden of the least developed countries.

Speaking ebout my owm country, Somalia is todaoy faced wth serious acononic
problesms. Like some of ths other lsast developed countries in Africa, Somslia has
to cope with the grave problem of the influx of a iarge number of refugees. This
has caused shortages of food, an@ the Goverament ig compelled to besr tho heavy
burden of thete costs to the dotriment of the country’s econcmic growth and
development.

We are grateful to the internstional agsnciss, and in particular to the Offica
of the United Mations High Commissioner for Refugces, for their essistance in
trying to mitigate the gitustion. We would, kowaver, like to urga them not only to
continue tho assiatence but to redoubls their efforts without aliowiag extranaous

politicel considerations to interfere with the humanitarian cause.
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Let me rofer to some positive dsvelopments on the econenic scene. First, of
course, is the positive cutcomo of the eighteenth spocial session of the General
Assembly, devoted to intermational economic co-operation and ia particuiar to the
revitalization of the economic growth and devalopment of the developing countries.
The consensus arrived at in the Declaration augurs well for strengthened
intexnstionzl economic co-operation. In this context we have also noted the calls
from ths Secretary-General as well as from other important world leadars for more
orderly management of the world economy. We fully support the call for initiating
a worid-wide comprehensive dialegue on all complex economic issues to create a
better future for menkind.

The start of the docade of the 199038 has witnossed the beginning of the end of
the cold war and confrontation, especially batween the super-Powers, which has,
among other things, brought about a somblance of internaticmal security. None the
lezs, our world remainsz at & crosg-roads,

While the rivalry of the major-Powsrs in their race for the acquisition ard
stockpiling of deadly wesapons has receded to a large extent, makirg the threat of
the possible annihilation of mankind - if not of our planat itself - unlikely, a
different kind of threat looms large bofore us and it is imperative that wa take
immediate preventive measures.

As I said earlier, deeply rocted inequitiss and imbalances continue to plague
inter-State relations. These have inevitably given rise to waalth and prosperity
for a few while the malority of ths world's population is compelied toc lead an
existence cf psrennisl poverty, hunger and disease. Suck wide digparities in the
world’s iiving standards are like a volcano which is bound to erupt at any moment,

nullifying all the gains achieved at the political level.
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It should be appareant that such a dangsrous situatior cannot be met
effectively without sustained and sincere efforts aimed at international
co-operation and understanding. As the fountainhead of such a co-operative effort,
the United Nations will have to play an active role not only in trying to
amelicrate the miserable plight of the world's poor, but also im bringing about a
just and equitable world order as stipulated in the Charter.

My delegation has no doubt that the Member nations, big and small, will rise
to the occasion and extend their unstinted co-operation to the Organization in the

fulfilment of this onerous task.

Zhe meeting rosze at 12,55 p.m.





