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AGENDA ITEM 125 (continued)

SCALE OF ASSESSMENTS FOR THE APPORTIONMENT OF THE EXPENSES OF THE UNITED NATIONS
(A745/515/A4d4.2)

Ihe PRESIDENT (intarpretatiom from Jrench): I should 1ike to draw the
Assembly's attention to document A/45/515/A44.2, which contains a letter addressed
to the President of the General Assgmbly by the Secrstary-General informing him
that since the issuance of his communications dated 18 and 25 September 1990
Sierra Leone has made the necessary payment to reduce its-arreara below the amount
specified in Article 19 of the Charter.

May I take it that the Generél Assembly Quly takes note of that information?
1t was so decided.

ADDRESS BY LIEUTENANT-GENERAL OMER HASSAN AHMED AL-BASHIR, PRESIDENT OF THE
NATIONAL SALVATION REVOLUTION COMMAND COUNCIL OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE SUDAN

Ihe PRESIDENT (interpretation from Fremch): The Asaembly will now hear

an address by the President of the National Salvation Revolution Command Council of

the Republic of the Sudan.

Zhe PRESIDENT (interpretation from French)s On behalf of the Genoral
Assembly I have the honour to welcome to the United Nations the President of the
National Salvation Revolution Command Council of the Republic of the Sudan, His
Excellency Lieutenant-General Omer Hasaan Ahmed Al-Bashir, ond to invite him to

address the Assembly.
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Rresident AL-BASHIR (interpretation from Arabic): Allow me to begin by

congratulating you most warmly on your election to the presidency of the General
Assembly of the United Nations in this session. Your elaction reflects the
confidence that the international community places in you, and is a tribute to your
country, Malti. We are very confident that under your wise guidance the General
Assembly in its current session will achieve positive results aimed at the
reinforcement of international co-operation and understanding among peoples. WKe
wish you all the best in your endeavours.

Allow me also to express the desp gratitude of the delegation of Sudan to your
predecessor, His Excellency General Joseph Garba, a dedicated son of Africa, who
has shown considerable wisdom and skill in his stewardship of the forty-fourth
session of the General Assembly.

We should aiso likes to remew our thenks and appreciation to
Mr. Javier Pares de Cuellar, the Secretary-General of the United Natioms, for his
incessant efforts aimed at strengthening interrational peace and socurity, indoed,
for the dignity and well-being of mankind.

It is, indeed, most gratifying for us to see an independent Namibia as a
Member of the United Nations, following a hard and protracted struggle on the part
of its psople and a solid.intornational backing which finally made its indspendence
possible. We have no doubt that young Namibia will contribute actively to the work
of our Organisation. We also welcome the Principality of Liechtenstein, the lateat
Member of the United Nations.

We also wish to express a very special welcome to our brothren in Yemen on the
occasion of Yemen's unity imto ome strong sovereign State. We trust that this
great achisvement by our brothers will reflect positively in all endeavours of the

international community and organisations.
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Within the same framework, we should like to welcome the forthcoming
unification of Germany.

My country has recently witnessed a series of festivities on the occasion of
the first anniversary of the Revolution for Mational Salvation, a revolution which,
since its inception, has shown unwavering determination to offer the peopls of
Sudan an opportunity to rise above all their sectarian and tribal differences,
which were exacerbated by the previous régime. The people of Sudan are now free to
choose the political system which best suits them without any pressure or diktat,

The Revolution for National Saivation has been logical in that it made peace
its first priority. Peace is the necessary prelude to the improvement of Sudan's
conditions and preparing it to play its natural role on the regional and
international levels.

Having decided not to address any issue without the full participation of the
people of the country, the Revolution has convened a Conference of National
Dialogue on the issues of peace in the country. All national forces participated
in that Conferencs, and were able tc make recommendations on the ways and means of
consolidating the country's unity, power sharing, the distribution of wealth and
the éelationship between religion and the State within the framework of a federal
system wherein citizenship will be ths basis of belonging to a unified Sudan.

The State has adopted the recommendations of the Confersuce, im which the
peoples of both the north and the south participated, and, without any amendment,
formulated upon that basis a programme for negotiations. Not surprisingly, the
rebel movement accepted the programme as a worksble ﬁasis for negotiation in the
meeting that took place in Mairobi in Decembsr 1989 batween represgntatives of the

Goverament and the rebel movement. Several National Dialogus Conferences follcwad
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(Bresident Al-Bashir)
one another on such issuas as the economy, diplomacy. information, social
development, women and tha problems of education, including the issue of
illiteracy. Other conferences addressed the problems of the moat vulnerable groups
of the population, including the problems of displaced persons, refugees, childhood
and motherhood. A wider political conference is now addressing the issue of
democracy. The aim is to come up with a democratic formula of full popular
participation that would enable the people to exarcise democratic rule without
tutelage. The Revolution has taken it upon itself to ensure the human, politicsl,
social and economic rights of the people in line with the dictates of all religions
and the norms embodied in the international covenants on human rights and democracy.

All this has been taking place within the framework of Sudan's culture and
heritage. Our civilization has led us towards an openness to the cultures and
identities of others in order to forge a common human civilization. Recoguizing
that human dignity cannot be realized without securing all the reguirements of such
dignity, the Revolution has become aware that economics is the central factor among
those components. Therefore, we have made the restructuring of the national
economy a first priority, the objsctive being to secure and liberalise all sectors
of the economy with full popular participation. Development of human resourcss has
also become the basis for comprehensive development.

Towards that end, the Revoluticn has adopted a three-year programme of
economic salvation. It has alsc promulgated a new law on investment. A number of
Arab and foreign development partmers have been invited to participate in reviewing
the draft of that law before its promulgation, to ensure a feeling of sccurity for
their investments on their part.

Sudan's keenness to promote peace is not limited to its national borders. The

yearning for peace hus been extended to embrace relations with all our neighbourc,

IR A
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(Exesident Al-Bashir)
particularly in the Horn of Africa. This we have done in the context of a Just,
humane perspective, which respects gocd neighbourliness, and which is based on a
strong foundation of dursble peace, in order to aliow the peoples of this region to
unify their wills and endeavours to develop their region. This would only be
achieved by exploring the root causes of conflicts in tho region in a collactive
manner in ordsr to formulate feasible solutions. I am, therefore, pleased to say
that Sudan has received a very positive response from all the leaders of the
sub-region. We have also been encouraged by thoss friends who are keen te achieve
peace and sgcurity in the sub-region. I am confident that the member countries of
the Inter-Govaerumental Authority on Drought and Development (IGADD) will pursus

their collective efforts to achieve peace and developmant for all their peoples.
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There is no doubt that the acceleration of economic co-operation between the
countries of the region, with the support of our friends, wili have a positive
impact on the prospects of durable peace in the region.

The successive indicatorsz of international détente. especially cver the past
two years, have given rise to real hope and created opportunities in all the arcas
of international development, especially in the developing countries and mors
particularly in the least dsveloped countries. This will naturally narrow the
preasent gap between ths North and the South. An outastanding landmark in that
direction has been the quest for the reduction of arme and armaments expenditures.
The Middle East witnessed an easing of temsion when the guns of Irag-Iran were
silenced and successful negotiationa were initiated by our brethren in Irag to
reach a final solution to that war in order to eliminste ail its aftor-effects in
accordance with international legality and respect for the Charter, as woll ag the
relevant resclutions of the Security Council. By doing this, Iraq sorved the cause
of peace. However, there is now cause for concern. War threatens once again and
the presence of foreign fleets in the Gulf is a grave development that warrants
such concern, both on cur part and on the part of all those who are iatsrested in
peace and who foresee the devastating consequencss that may arise from shifting the
conflict from the search for psaceful solutions in an Arab framework to a
confrontation whose consequences cannot be predicted.

Suden’s position on this grave situstion is the followings

First, efforts must be purausd towards the achievement of a peaceful solution
to the present conflict between Irag and Xuwait within an Arab Muslim framswork
that would lead to the elimination of the root causes of their differences. |

Secondly, Sudan is fully committed to the principles of international law and
legality, the Charter of the United Hatliors and the charteors of the Leagua of Arad

States and the Organisation of African Usity (OAU). Sudan has clearly and
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emphatically reiterated this commitment at every Arab meeting that kas besn held on
the Irag-Xuwait crisis. Sudan‘'s main concern ig to avert a devastating war in the
region and to spare the Ruwaiti people further sufforing and enable them to rasume
their natural place in both Arab and international communities. On nore than one
occasion, we have affirmed our commitment to the Security Council resolutions on
this crisis. I now reaffirm that commitment.

Thirdly, Sudan wishes to express ites deep regret that this should have
happened between two Arab sister States. We also realise that this complex
situation has developsd into an imminent threat to Arab mational gsecurity. This
threat, as we have often said, is the intensive foreign military presence in the
region, that is a prelude to the imposition of & new security order. That new
security order will not take into account the requirements of national Arzab
security. It will be aimed at safeguarding the interests of foreign Statez in the
region without any regard for the security of the countries of the vegion. It wiil
imposs upon the region a pattexn of peacs that cannot be compatible with the
aspirations of the Palestinian piople to exercise their inalienabie rights,
incluvding their right to self-determination and the establishment of an independent
State in their homeland, Palestins.

Fourthly, in the light of the preceding thrze points, Sudan has taken
. initiatives, including visits by the Chairman of the Revolutionary Commend Council
for National Salvation to several Arab States with the object of closing ronks and
the determirvation to comtain the crisis within en Arab framework and prevent the
penetration of foreign forces into our region. We wish to roaffirm our strong
desire to achieve peace and security for our brethren, the pecple of Kuwait.
Furthermore, we ara completely comvinced that an approsch of military confrontation

will not solve the problem. We are equally convinced that it runs counter to all
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international norms and humsnitarian principles to impose a complete blockade
2gainst Irag, and thus deprive Iragis of food and medicine.

Fifthly, we continue tc believe that this ig an Areb probleom and that as such
it should be contained within an Arab framework. The possibilities of an Arab
solution are still available despite the Aifficulties created by sn imposed forsign
interventior in the region.

From this rostrum we call for giving that Arad solution a further chance to
achisve a durable settlement that could be made possible through peaceful
negotiation and would thus avert the threat of war in the region and gpare humsnity
the consequences of a devastating military confrontation.

We should all strive with a unified will to achieve lasting psace in the Gulf
region. We should also silenc® the drums of war which some ars so intent om
bsating.

We continue to believe that responaibility for resolving this crisis is, of
necessity, collective. No single State or group of States has the right to take it
upon itself to implement Security Council resolutions with its arsenals and
infantry, marine and air forces, without such férces being part of a peace-kesping
force established by the Security Council purauaﬁt to Articles 41, 42 and 43 of
Chzpter VII of the Charter. Aay action outside those articles would amount to an
extremely dangercus precedent.

We appreciate the concern shown by international economic and financial
organizations and a number of States with regard to the nogative economic impact of
the Gulf crisis especially on the non-oil producing States, and the least developed
countries. We also appreciate the readiness shown by those Statssz and
organizations to mitigate the negative impsct of the crisis brought about by the

rise in 0il prices and the resultant increase in the prices of manufactured goodes

”
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and production inputs, whick adversely affect the 1life and development processes of
A great number of nations at a time when they need to accelerate their development
pfforts.

We look forward to soeing this objsctive point of view translated into a
programme of action and into inflows of resources to the developing nations. We
also hope that it will be included irn the resolutions that will be adopted at this
session of the General Agsembly.

The international community is sti?l confroanted with a number of issues of
great importancs. We should face up to them with practical measures and a strong
united political wiil. The explosive situation in the Middle East continues to be
neglected and marginaiized. Some States have made their first concern the defence
of Israel. Some permanent membersz of the Security Council use their right of veto
in a way incompatible with the principles of international law and the provisions
of our Charter.

Four consecutive sessions of the General Assembly have passed while the
Palestiniar intifidsh has been escalating, and every day the Palestinian people
heroically prove their firm steadfastness and determination to regaim their full
and inalienable rights. Adherence to international instruments on human rigkts and
the rights of nations requires the internaticnal community to respect that struggle
against occupation, injustice and oppression that trample all international and

human norms.
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This regrettable situation makos it imperative for the international
community, represeated in this Assemdbly, to take a clear position against the
increasing waves of Jewish migrants from the Soviet Union and other countries and
their settlement in the occupied Arab territories. Wo affirm our support for the
ides of placing ths cccupied Arad territories under direct international
trustesship to safeguard the existunce of the Palestinian pecple in the Pslestinian
territories, to praserve their intogrity, safeguard their inalisnable rights and
protect them from oppressive Israeli practices, which have gone far bayond all
rsasonable limits.

The people of Sudan, slong with all the other peoples of the African
continent, follow with keen interest the first victories of the pecple of South
Africa. We welcome the relvase from prison of the great freedom fighter Nelgon
Handela and others. We also welcce the unbanning of anti-gparthsid organisations
including the African Natiomal Congress of South Africa and the Pan Africanist
congress of Azania. On the guestion of political and economic sanctions, Sudan
calls on the international community to keep the sanctions in place against the
racist régime until such time as apartheid has bsen completely dismantled and &
free, democratic and non-racial South Africa has emerged.

One of the most important pending problems before the internatiomal comsunity
concerns the conclusion of a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty. My dslsgation
regrets that the internatioral community has failed thus far to adopt measures that
would strengthen the security of non-nuclear States or guarantee that nucless
weapons will mot be used against them by those who do possess such wsapons.

Conventional woapons continue to develop both in the terms of qusntity and of
destructiveness. They still find their way to the markets of some developing
countries. We have not yet succseded in realizing the clear relationship betwaen

disarmament and davelopment.
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It seems to us that the role of the United Nations is being marginalised in
the field of Aisarmament. Multilateral nsgotiations have not been accorded the
importance they merit.

On the economic level, we have not yet succeeded in implementing the mejor
programme of action for the 1980s in favour of the least: dsvelopsd countries.
International co-operation for the eradication of poverty in the dsveloping
countries continues to ba an unattained dream. The influx of refugees continues to
grow into the host countries including Sudan. We cannot ignore the heavy burden
imposed cn our country by that influx of refugess, who are pouring across our
sastern and western borders. Ths spectre of drought and the continued conflicts in
neighbouring countries will gensrate new waves of refugees. We, therefore, call on
the internztional community to shoulder its reaponsibilities in support of Sudan in
this important human domain in the light of the fact that the Sudanese people are
offering all they can without asking for gratitude. The fact is that the Sudan
shoulders some 70 per cent of the cost of sheltering refugees in gpite all its
difficult economic and social circumstances.

The international community is still unable to combat the growing scourge of
narcotic drugs in many communities throughout the world, while most doveleping
countries continue to quake at the dangers posed by poverty, hunger 2nd Adiseszse.

Problems aiising from the deterioration of the environment continue to be a
source of serious concern. This should lead to greater international co-operation
on reaching new goals commensurate with the gravity of the dangers arising from
that deterioration.

We have repeatedly affirmed that the developmeat of the developing countries
is first and foremost the responsibility of those countries. We have held to that
commitment, but we continue to believe that international support is necessary in

the process of deveiopment and of raising the standard of living in those countries.
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Wo in Sudan have sccopted that the respessibility for allaviating the

sufforing of our people is ours and have conaidersed every posaible optiomn to desld
with the economic crisis we face. This has resuited in the formulation of &
three-ysar programme for economic salvation aimsd at restructuring the Sudanase
economy through the revitslisation of all sconsmic sectors. tho ratiomslisation ef
the use of disposable rasonrzcys, the achisvemsnt of sccial balanmce and the
alleviation of the suffering of the peorer segmints of the population. Np can
achisve those objectives by: more emphasis on davelopment in the agricultursl
sactor witk a view to the achievement of salf-sufficiency in food and in
agro-industry ia general, the sncouragement of sn export drive through »
liboralisation process. the olimination of buresucratic izpadimants, sud the
mobilisation of ail availeble Gomestic and foreign rescurces to incresce produation
and improve efficlency.

All this can be achisved only if we oliminate obstacles to investr+ ¢ and
encourage the privats sector to make a positive comtridbution to nations}
development. MNeor can such efforts bear fruit without a favourzble interasstional
economic environment in which tho iaternationasl comaunity accepts its
responsibility vig-a-via the elimination of all the difficulties which stesd in the
wvay of growth and developwment in the developing countries.

The dedbt problem rsmains sz ongoing concerm of both Ssbtors and ereditors.
Debtors are over burdened by a debt service problem which hampers their Sovalcpment
and leads to complete and utter povsrty. Creditors, om the other hand, are 2o
longer able to recover thesir loans,

in our country, the debt burden has reached the point whare it thireatsns the
entire structure of our ecommomy. We have alepted various measures aimad at
mitigating the chromic deficit in our balarce of payments. Ameng those measuras is

the limiting of our imports to ths extont necessary for development, tho

Y
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encouragsment of exports in order to increase our export earnings and the rxeduation
of public expunditurer even though such cuts will have adverse effects which our
peopls will have to suffer. Howevar, those me. surva are not sufficient by
thomselvas and cannot lead to an overall solution to the crisis. We hope the
international commwity will face up to its responsibilities and increuse its
participation in the efforts aimed at resolving this problem, and thus match the
earnestness of our policies an& the firmness of the measures we have tzken dsapite
their heavy burden they will impose on our people. The problem is too serious to
be left solely to the international financial institutions. 1In saying this, I gm
veicing & joint African position on tae problem of indebtedness, a prol.les; which
hac clearly become a grave crisis that threateans the prospects of development and

the very life of the developing nations.

LA |
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We appreciate the encouraging initistives of some donor countries towards
reduction of the debt burden. We hopa that this spirit will inspire ths whole
international connuniey‘to follow their example, so that we can put an end to this
problem which is a great obstacle to sconomic and social growth in our couatvies.

An effective solution for such a asevere problem requires a positive response
and genuine acticn to encoursge a mufficient flow of resources and expertise to the
Geveloping countries, in order to expand their absorptive capacities and accelorste
their development. Reszclving the problem further requires that action be taken to
improve the terms of trade in the international arens and oper additional outlets
for the exports of developing countries by removing restrictions ua thair foreign
trade.

All of the foregoing is required to adjuct the dalance of pover and terms of
trade in favour of the developing countries and slso to bridge the current
development gap batween the Noerth and the South. Thore is no nesd for me to
elaborate on the expected positivo results from all these factors, that is, the
achievemsnt of balance in international development and the ensuirng intorneticnal
stability and security.

The effects of 211 thozo problems I have just referrad to will reflect harahly
and bitterly on children, particularly in davelopiag countries. In relsticn to the
quostin of indebteéness, for cxample, some children will pay the pzice of naver
seeing the light of life, others will suffer from poverty ard praventsble diosases
because their poor families caanot afford vaccines and medication. At this crucial
time, it is a sign of hope e&nd optimism that tho World Summit for Children has been
convened here at the United Nations. This summit meeting indicatec that the
interaational community, reprosented by the political leadszas of all countries, is

still capable of making a humanitarian gesture in the intsrest of a new and

kS
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prosperous future for children. The Summit's daclaration, plan of action and
political commitment represent a historic husanitarian leap that can be put to
effgct only by the will ard determination of the internaticnal community
ccllectively ard avery country individually to implemsnt those two important
interaational instruments. I should like to declare Sudan’s firm commitment to
strive, on ite own and in co-operation with others, to put children first in every
case. |

Sudsn, while it continues to face severe @conomic and social problems, like
many other developing countries. also suffersd a number of natural and
envircnmontal disasters over the past few years. It still feels the effects of
those calamities.

Nastural disastersz snd the war vwaged by the rebel movemsnt in the southeram part
of my country have taken their toil on our food suppliss, which depend to e grest
extent on uncontrollable climatic conditions. In the two preceding agricultural
scasons, the rainfall was below the normal &verage. At present, siyns of drought
which are beginning to appear in the northern part of our country, threstes to
create fosd shortages and therefore increase our aspprehension. The situation in
the neighbouring countriss is no better and, therefore, we faar that there say be &
new influx of refugses into Sudan in the near future. It iz also possible that
some of our food may £ind its way into neighbouring countries. MNindful of all
this, we expeditiously requested the expertise of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Wations in order teo determine scientifically «he food
position in our country for the coming year.

Sudan is proud to bs the initiator of an unprecedented initiative which is
indicative of its concern for all its citisens in all eircumstances, be it in times

of war or in times of psace. That initiative has allowed for the firgt time iz
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recorded history the smooth flow of food and medicine to citizens in tha areas of
military operations through a number of safe-passage corridors, in pursuance of
Sudan's desire to protect all its citizens regardless of location or attitude.

All those efforts were undertaken within the framework of Operation Life-Line
Sudan, for which we sxtend our appreciation to the international community
represented by the United Nations, its Secretary-General and his senior relisf
assistants and the Execvtive Director of the United Nations Children's Fund who wes
assigned the duty of supervising that cuccessful operation, which stands as an
exanple uf the huge capabilities of internstional humanitarian co-operation. We
laud the role of the international community, which bocame a partner with Sudan in
that historic operation. We look forward to more positive international
co-operation in support of phase 2 of Operation Life-Line Sudan, which relates to
rehabilitation and construction in the light of the resolution of the United
Nations General Assembly in that regard.

Wo have discussed sincerely the international and regiocnal problems of concern
tc Sudan and the international community. We have also dealt with the prodblaas,
hopes and aspirations of Sudan with frankness and sincerity, so that all thege
issues may figure in the deliberations and resolutions of this session. We havs
come here to reaffirm our unwavering confidence in the Unitsd Nations and in
international co-operation for the achievement of a more just and prosparous future
for all.

Ws should like to assure all Members of the Assembly of the firm commitment of
Sudan to remain a active participant in intermational co-operation and in the

enhancement of efforts towards the achisvement of world peaces and human development.
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Ihe PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): On beshalf ¢f Che Genaral
Assenbly, I wish to thank the Prosident of the National Salvation Revolution

Command Council of the Repudblic of the Sudan for the statement he has just meds.

® The President took the Chair.
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ADDRESS BY NR. ZHELYU 2ZHELEV, PRESIDENT OF THE $EOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

Ihe PRESIPDENT: The Assenbly will xnow hear an addresa by the President of

the People's Republic of Bulgaria,

Ihe PRESYDENT: On bshalf of the Gensral Assembly I have the hoaour to
welcome to the United Nations the President of the People‘'s Republic of Bulgaria,
His Exceliency Mr. Zhelyu Zhelev, and to invite him to =zddress the Asgsembly,

President ZHRLEV (spoke in Bulgarian; English text furnished by the
delegation): Plsase accept my sincere congratulations, Sir, on your alection to
the presidency of the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly. X wigh you
succers and express my conviction that your able guidance will contributs
significantly to the successful outcome of our work.

I should also 1like to thank Mr. Joseph Garba, President of the last seaszion,
for his personal contribution to its officient and fruitful work.

I take this opportunity to extend my greetings to the Secretary-Gsneral,
Mr. Pores de Cuellar, and to expross our appreciation of, and high estesm for, his
efforts aimed at tha achievement of tangible results from United Waticns activities
for the enhancement of its international prestige.

On behalf of my country, I should like whole-heartedly to welcoms to the
family of nations the Republic of Namibia and the Principality of Liechtexstein,
whose accession to membership iu the United Nations is yot another step towards the

congolidation of our Organisation's universal character.
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It is both an honour and a pleasure for me to address this forum as the freely
elected President of new and democratic Bulgaria, an honour because this avent, at
this historic moment, marks the rsturn, well overdue, of a small and long-suffering
nation to the community of free nations and sovoéoign damocracies.

The current forty-fifth session is taking place in conditions of radical
change in the world. We are witnessing a transition towards 8 new state of
international relations. Rivalry and confrontation are giving way to dialogue and
co-operation, to mutual understanding and reasonable compromise. There have been
nunerous nanifestationz of this trenad lately. Noteworthy ameng them iz the growing
frequency of the summit meetings between the United Statss and the Seviet Union,
the recent declarations of the countries of the Warsaw Treaty and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the constructive spizit of the all-Buropean
process in all its dimensions and the positive resulta of the efforts to resolve
regional conflicts.

What 1990 will be remembered for are the democratic revoilutions ia Eastera
Burope: this has indeed been the year of Bastern EBurope. Hungary, Zast Germany
and Csechoslovakia abandoned their Communist system and sntered on thia rosd of
democracy. My own country, too, has a place in this process. Albeit slower than
others, Bulgaria is also undergoing deep democratic changoes which irreversibly
break it away from cocmmuniasm.

There does howsver appear to exist a prejudiced view that changes in Bulgaria
are sporadié or at lsast not as thorough as in some other States. I should,
éheteforo. like to outline to this prestigious international forum ay nation‘s

struggle for freedom and democracy.
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The fight against the Communist system started during the régime of
Todor Zhivkov. Two years before the dictator's £xzll from power there emerged
indepsndant associations championing human rights, scological issues, asscciations
of intellectuals and so forth. The rdgime's attempts to quell or discredit thesm
proved futile. These indspendent associations were the first forms of organised
opposition against the totalitarian Communist system.

Todor Zhivkov's fall from powsr on 10 November 1989 brought about the start of
a new stage in the development of the democratic oppositiorn in Bulgaris ané of tke
democratic process in general. The Union of Democratic Forces, which now unites
15 political parties and organisations, was established only & month later. I
should like to emphasise, though, that many former members of the Communist Party
have also joined the Union of Democratic Forces. The establishment of tle Union of
Democratic Forces uniting the main opposition parties and organisations has turned
the opposition into a major political force which the ruling party had to reckon
with. The scores of mass anti-Communist rallies organised by the Union of
Democratic Forces in towns and villages during the winter and spring of 1999 broke
the ice of fear. The people raised their voice demanding, “Down with cosmunism*™.
After teking over the country’s streets and aquares, the opposition forcesd thw
Communist Parliament to ravoke article 1 of the Constitution which bad gueraateed
the Communist Party's leading role.

As a rrsult of the popular pressure, the opposition forced the authorities to
agree to hold thé round-table negotiations on some of tho most important sspects of
the country's political system. These negotiations went on for nearly three
months. Thoy were broadcest live on radic and television and ultimately served as

& trug political school for the mation. Ordinary people, particularly those living
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outside the capital, saw for the first time that there was nothing dangsrous in
criticising and condemning the Communiat Party deified by the totalitarian régime.
They saw that those responsible for the crisis covld bs brought to justico and that
the Party could be urged to step dowm.

The successful devalopment of the democratic process caused a deep crisis in
the Bulgarian Communist Party. Within it emorged forces aware of the naed for
internal reform. That Party changsd itz name from Communist to Socialist and took
Somo steps to democratise its structures. I should rote, however, that the course
of tho democratisation in Bulgaria will continue to depend upon the complicated and
contradictory processes currently under way in the Bulgarian Socialist Party.

There can be no doubt thet pariismentary democracy in the country will be
strengthened if that Party manages to transform into 2 modern leftist Weatexn style
party.

At tho round-table negotiations, the opposition forced the holdiag of
elections for a Grand Mational Asgembly, & constitusat parliament called upon to
adopt a democratic cemstitution and te pass legislaticn guaranteeing the success of
the reforms in the political and economic spheres.

Last June, the opposition carried 37 per cent of the vote at the irst
multi-party elections in Bulgaria in the lazt 50 years. Together with ths
Bulgarian Agrarian Party, a smaller opposition organization, it now controls
€0 per cent of the seats im Parliament.

Many beliove that the distribution of geats inm the National Assembly does not
reflect the actual balance of the political forces in tho country. The fact that
the young people, the intellectuals and the pecple in the big cities, including the
cepital, voted for the opposition indicates that it is backed by the most active

pert of the population.



BHS/ed A/45/PV. 16
34-35

(Eresident ZLelev)

A Provisional Municipal Councils Act has been passed recently aimed at
dismentling the totalitariar structures at the level of municipalities and
guarantesing the participation of all political forces in locel self-government.
Thus, the forthcoming local government elections will be held under equal
conditions for all participants.

Currently a bill is being debatsd on the depolitization of the army, police,
security agencies, the courts of law, the state progecutor's offices =znd the
Ministry for Foveign Affairs. Under the provisions of the bill, peopla explcyed by
these institutions would not be allowed membership in political parties and would
be prohibited from organisirg political activity in favour of any party. This lavw
would be of extreme iwportance for the complete dismantling of the Communist
totalitarian system since it would destrey its backbone, which is the mearger of the

Communist Party spparatus with that of ths State.
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The Bulgarian Parliamsnt is also expected to pass a privatization act; a land
law that would return to its owners the land forcibly taken from them during the
Stalinist collectivization drive; laws on property, banking and trade; and aumerous
other laws, mcore limited ia scope, that should provide the legal basis for our
society’'s transition from a centralized, State-run economy to a genuine market
economy.

The first, and immediate, step on the road to economic reform will be the
dismantling of the State monopoly in a}l spheres of economic life, without which
privatization and agrariar reform would be quite impossible. The guarantees for
the implementation of this far-reaching programme are: first, the awakening of a
nation that desiras to live in the conditions of democracy &nd of a market sconomy
that releases peoplae's energy and individual initiative; and secondly, the will and
energy of the democratic opposition in Parliament, which is fuelling the democratic
process and is putting forward initiatives to prevent this process from being
halted.

In this brief sketch of my country, I must sgain emphasize that Bulgaria now
has a multiparty system; a democratically elscted Pariiament; an opposition that
controls 40 per cent of parliamentary seats and has won the political initiative;
free press, radio and television; and political pluralism 1nbthe spiritual sphere.
In other words, we have an awakening civil socisty that is sagerly moving towards
democracy.

This gives me sufficieat grounds for concluding that Bulgaria is no longer a
Communist or totalitarian State. But neither is it a fully democratic country,
inasmuch as it still has not adopted a new Constitution and has not baen able to

base its economy on free-market principles. Bulgaria is curreantly in & state of
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transition from totalitariam rule to democracy - that peculiar trancitional state
that some refsr to as post-totalitarian. The processes, however, are irreveraible,
and the building of a fully democratic State, with a dsmocratic Constitution,
democratic institutions and a market economy, is ouly a matter of time,

The deep democratic changes that have taken place in less than a year -
changes that I mentioned earlier - could not fail to iesave their imprint on
Bulgaria‘'s foreign policy, could not bdut lead to changes in its principles, aims
and priorities.

We have categorically rejected the doctrine of limited sovereigaty, known as
the Brezhnev doctrine, since it infringes our naticnal independence and violates
the Bulgarian's national dignity and national pride. We have also discarded the
so-called principle of socialist internationalism, which is nothing but an
ill-concealed means of subjugating our foreign policy to that of other States. e
have abandoned the principle by which the country's entire foreign policy wag
designed to serve the interests and ideclogy of a single party enjoyiag a monopoly
of power,

In place of the principles that have been rejacted, we have adopted new cres
that meet the interests of a democratic State. Thus Bulgaria has restored the
principle of full national independence and unrestricted sovereignty, which enables
us to direct our own foreign policy. The interests of the State and the nation as
a whole have taken the place of the principle of ope-party demination. Ko pazty
can now place its cwn interests above those of the nation.

The principle of realism and pragmatism has become an important onme ir our new
foreign policy. Pragmatism, naturally, does mot imply sgotism with respect to

other States, nor dves it imply gairing advantage for one's own nation at the
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expense of others. On the contrary, wo are woll aware that political pragmatism i

foasible only in strict compliance with ostablished international norms, only if
the interests of other countries and peoples, no matter how close or remote they
may be, <2 respected and protected.

That ia why Bulgaria has so firmly supported the resolutions of the Security
Counecil in connection with Irag's aggression against Kuwait and is strictly
observing the embargo imposea sgainst the aggressor. Bulgaria iz prcbably the
Eurcpean country hardest hit by the Gulf crisis. The blow is mads even more
painful, haviag ocecurred at a time when the country is undergoing far-reeching
eccnomic reforms. Producticn is dropping, and there is an acuts shortage of goods,
raw materials and emargy. These factors are eccelerating infletionary processesz
and increasing uaemployment.

Rer~vdless of the wants and hardships that the Bulgarian people ara forced te
bear, wo shall continue to condemn the Iraqi aggression. We shall continue to
demand the return of Kuwait's legitimate Govarmment and shall continue strictly to
cbsarve the embargo. We are doing this in accordance with our owm convictions, not
because we are forced to. I believe that Bulgaria‘s reaction to the Persian Guit
cricis has demonstrated in practical terms my country's return to the internacional
community as a civilizad member.

The unanimity with which the United Hations condemnded the sggression agaizst
a small and defenceless naticn is truly moving., It is indeed encouraging to see
countries such as the United States, the Soviet Union, France, the United Kingdom,
Germany, and others, Joining together against ithe aggressor. In the conduct of the
world Organization with respect to this crisis we sce the archetype of futurs

global guarantees for the soversiguty and territorial integrity of all small
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States, as well as the return of the Unitod Mations to :is main objectives and ite
fundamental role.

However, so long &8 ail this is atill ia thv future - while it has yet teo
bacome reality - my country is compslled to 3ask guarantees for its naticmal
indspendsnce, territorial integrity and sovereignty. This problem io assving
particular importauce now, at a time when tho old system of military alliances and
imporial relations is disintegrating and s new system hasz not yst been built. At
present the guarantees for Bulgaria‘’s territorial integrily stem from the Harsew
ZTreaty and our bilatersl agreemant with the Soviet Union. But things sre changing
fast.

Givon that all poiitical realities are im a process of rapid change, our only
reliable security for the future lies in faithful adherence to the principles of
our foreigm policy, whose new priorities stem directly from those principles.

First among these priorities is the desire to maintain good - if possible,
friendly - relations with our naighbours, relations bazed on mutuai respect for
each othsr's interssts, rocognition of the territorial integrity of all counmtries
in the regiocn, and the promotion of cconomic and cultural ties with each of thoso
countries on the basis of mutual advantage.

I should like to emphazise in particular my country’z readiness to cuntridbute
te the improvemsnt of the situation in the Balkans, We are firmly committed to
putting 2n end to the crisis in Bulgariasn-Turkish relations. I s= convinced that
the time has come to terminste this last cold war in Burope. At the szmwe time, I
should Yike to underlire that our williugness to reach autual understsnding with

Turkey does not wean that we have any intenmtion of adbandoning the increasing



AR/ar A/45/PV .16
40

{Exesident zhelav)
closeness developing batween us and other Balkan neighbours. Ia othsr woxds, let
us Europeanize the Balkaus, rather than Balkanizing Eurcpe.

A second priority in Bulgaria‘'s foreign policy is its opening-up to the world
by eliminating all economic anq political barriers inhorited from the cld régime.
Nithout this opening-up we should be unable to obtain the new and modern
technologies and the investment that are needed from the successful transition from
& centrally planned econcmy to a market economy.

A priority for Bulgaria is membexship of the united Europe of the future and
the comprehensive development of our relations with the United States and all other
industriaiized nations. This means broad participation by my country in the global
integration processes. 1In this respect we are intensifying our ties with all

international organizations &nd are taking an ever-more-active part in their work.
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Ihirdly, we are trying to be more active and flexible within the framswork of
the Helsinki process with a view to its institutionalization as an international
mechanism for consultation and co-operation.

A fourth priority is the reassessment of our country's perfoxﬁanca at the
United Nations, an orgamization that we will continue to support. It is our view
that the Organization can further enhance its role in our world both in protecting
the national interests of its Member States and in safeqguarding world peace in
general.

As a fifth priority, I should like to point out the alaptation of our rational
legislation and new Comstitution to the reaquirements of the Europez. Convention on
Human Rights, the International Covenant opn Civil and Political Righta and the
Conventicn on the Rights of the Child, to mention only a few.

Bulgaria has already undertaken important steps to guarantes the rights and
freedoms of all Bulgarian citizens regardless of their religious and ethnic
affiliation, to bring our legisiation into line with international standards in
this sphere in the spirit of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Significant amendments have been made to the Foreign Travel Passports Act, the Law
on Bulgarian Citizenship and the Law on Foreign Nationals® Stay in the People's
Republic of Bulgaria,

As of tomorrow, Germany wiil again be a united State. Prom this important
rostrum ard on bshalf of the Bulgarian nation I extesd cur warmest and sincere
congratulations to the Garman nation, with which we have maintained cloge ties
throughout our history. I am convinced that a united, demccratic and prospering
Germany will promote stability and internstional co-operation in Europe and tha

world.
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Finally, I wish once &gain to reiterate what I believe the world should know
about Bulgaria: my couatry has embarked irrevarsidbly upon the road to modera
democracy and a markst-oriented economy. I express the hope of all Bulgarians that
the new Bulgaria will earn its place in the community of nations united by the
values of freedom, democracy and peace.

Ihe PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly, I wish to thank the

President of the Pecple's Republic of Bulgaria for the statement he has just made.

AGENDA ITBM 9 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE

Mr. AL-SHABA' (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arsbic): It
gives me great pleasure to congratulate you, Sir, on your election to the
presidency of the forty-fifth session of the General Assenmbly, particularly as your
country, Malta, and mine, Syria, enjoy age-0ld cultural and historical ties, for
both countries belong to the Mediterranean area.

I should also like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation of the
achievement of your predecessor, Mr. Joseph Garba, in successfully guiding the work
of the forty-fourth session of the General Assembly. May wes wish his friendly
country, Nigeria, progress and prosperity.

We warmly welcome the independsnce of Namibia and its joining of the
international community. Neamibia now stands with the peoples of the world in
support of their just causes. We also welcoms the membership of Liechtenstein in
our international Grganization.

It also gives me great pleasure to express to the Secretary-General,

Mr. Javier Perez de Cusllar, our appreciation of the valuable efforts he continues
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to make towards the astablishment of peace and stability in the worid and the
consolidation of the purposes ard prianciples of the United Nations Charter.

Ovar the last few years and in the course of this year in particular, the
world has witnessad major, swift and profound events and transformationg whose
effscts are not limited to the curreant phase of international relations but will
have an impact on the future of humanity as a whole.

We may agree or disagree in asseszaing the consequences of those curreut evsnts
and transformetions particularly in the long term. Howaver, it is now certain that
the cold war is over and that a number of countries which until recently ussd to be
classified as of the "Socialist bloc" have opted for a new approach., Ix a few
houra' time, a united Germany will emerge. As recently as last year, any talk of a
united Germany was taboo. In brief, we could say that the world order brought
about by the Sacond World War has now collapsed and a naw world order is beginning
to energe with the disappearance of the cold war, the fading of ths spirit of

animosity betwesen Bast and West and ths launching of a new phase of understanding

and co-operation.
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Nith the end of the cold war and the collapss of the old world order, it was
only natural that a spirit of optimism should prewail, especially that the great
majority of developing countries had been unable to participats in that collapsed
old order, because at that time they were eithsr under colonisl rule or undsr tho
protection of a colonial Power. None the less, tha developing countries of tke
South still face difficult tasks if they are to play their natural role in shaping
tha new world order and, thereby, become more capable of protecting their
independence and achieving prosperity for their peoples free from all forms of
dependancy and hegsmony.

The Iragi invasion of Kuwait was the first serious test of the ability of the
new world order to survive. That is why the Security Council 4id not have many
alternatives; hence, its prompt and strong reacticn to the invasion, not only to
save Kuwait as an indepenﬁent State Member of the United Nations, but, first aand
foremost, to save the policy of international détente and the new world order from
ccllapse. That explains the totally unprecedented international consensus, in
condemning aggression and calling for the unconditional withdrawal of the Iraqi
forces from Kuwait and the restitution of Kuwait‘'s legitimate Government.

Apart from its belief in those concepts and its commitment to the Charter of
the United Nations and the Security Council resolutions, Syria, as an Arsb country,
is duty-bound under the Charter of the Arab League and the Joint Arab Defonce Pact
to help any Arab country which falis victim to aggression. Furthermore, in
accordance with the principles it has always followed in its Arab policy, Syria
considers the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait to have caused grave damage to the people of
Iraq itself, because it has put them in a dead end - to say the least. The

invasion has harmed the Arab nation as a whole, for it has aggravated the weakneas
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of that nation, divided its ranks and undermined its prestige. It has also harmed
the Palestinian cause, since the concern of most Arab and other friendly countries
about that cause has diminishead.

The invasion of Xuwait, with all its attendant horror and the fsar it
instilled in the heart of every Arab citizen in the Gulf, has provided the reason
which made the presance of foreign troops necessary as a means of protecting Arasbs
from fellow Arabs, something that could not have never been imagined.

It is evident that ending the foreign presence in the region - which Syria
seeks - could be accomplished throuch serious efforts to bring about the
unconditional withdrawal of the Iragi: forces from Kuwait and the regtitution of
Kuwait's legitimate Government.

Hiding behind slcgans about Islam, Pan-Arabism and the distribution of oil
wealth will neither deceive the pecple of Iraq, nor reduce the magnitude of their
sufferings. Arabs and Muslims know full well that Islamic Iran was attacked in the
name of Pan-Arabism and that Arab Xuwait was attached and occupied under the slogan
of Islam and Jihad. Although Iraq is one of the richest oil States, the entire
Arab wealth will not be sufficient to meet the cost of its irresponsible policies.

The policy of aggressica and cccupation and the avaexation of tho lands of
others by force has always been rejected and demounced by the international
community. United Nations resolutions condemning the Israeli occupaticn of Arab
lands and calling for Israel‘'s full withdrawal from those lands are reiterated
every year in this international forum and others. Yet the cold war and the
rivalry between East and West tended to enfeeble the effectiveness of United
Nations resolutions and in one way or another allowed the aggressor to maintain its

occupation and reap the fruits of its aggression.
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But now that the cold war between East and Nest has ended and relations
between them have witnessed a transition from rivalry and confrontation to
co-operation and partrership, and with the emergenca on the horiszon of a new world
order, which the worlad community is anmxiocus to tend and nourish, all occupation,
annexation and the acquisition of the lands of others by force must come to an end;
the aggressor should no longer reap the fruits of its aggression.

It is truly a strange paradox that Israzel, which claims to desirs peace,
should reject a conference for peace in the Middle Bast. The interrational
community has been calling for sucl. a conference, under United Nations auspices,
for tho last decade. It is yet another strange paradox that Israsl, whick claims
that the problem in tke ragion is the non-existence of peace accords betwsen itself
and Arab countriss, does not ackncwledge that the real problem liec in its
' occupation of Arab lands, Peace cannct be achisved without Israsl's full
withdrawal from those ilands. Peace and occupaticn hc ‘e never coszisted under the
same roof at any time in history.

Syria, which has not hesitated to condemn the occupation and annoxation of an
Arab country by another, expects the world, in the new international climate., to
stand firm agsinst the Israsli occupation of Arab lands. Wa believe that the
statement issued by the Foreign Ministers of the five permanent members of the
Security Courcil on 28 September 1990, which calls for finding a just,
comprehensive &nd lasting settlement to the Arab-Isrzeli conflict based on Sscurity
Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), is an important step in the right
direction. The rejection of occupation and annexation iz a principle that must be
respected and applied in all cases., irrespective of who the occupior night be or
where the occupied territoriss might lie, for such a principle must ba at the core

of the new world order.
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Now that the Taif Agreement -~ which has Arab ard international support - has

become & national charter and a nsw constitution for Labanon, the Lebanase crisis

has come closer than sver beforae to a final solution.
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On the face of its belief in the unity of Lebanon and the necessity of
safeguarding its security, stability aud independence, Syria is committed to
supporting Lebanese legitimacy and to heiping it implemsnt the measures necessary
to extend the authority of the Labanese State over itz entire territory. This
requiras the implesentation of Security Council resolution 425 (1978) which demands
the unconditional withdrawal of Isreel from all Lebaneso territory.

Syria, which enjoys ties of historic friendship with Cyprus, supports the
United Nations efforts to settls the current dispute in the island, on the basis of
United Nationg resolutions in order to safeguard the unity of the country, its
non-alignment and the interests of all its citizens.

As for the situaticn in Afghanistan, we deem it necessary to ensure full
commitment to the impleomentation of the Geneva Accords and to reaffizm the
sovereignty of Afghanistan, its indepondence, its non-alignment and the right of
the Afghani people to chocse their owa Government withcut outside interference.

As for the situation in Korea, Syria welcomes tha current negotiations betwesn
the two Roreas and supports the efforts being made for their unification and for
their joining the United Nations.

The pregress that has been achieved in Africa in the area of independence and
liberation will remair incomplete urnless the apartheid régime is eradicatcd in
South Africa. We reaffirm that it is necessary to implement the Daclsration om
Apaxtheid and its Destructive Consoguences ian Southern Africa, adopted by the
General Assembly at its sixtesnth apecial session.

Syria once again welcomes the releaso of the African leader,

Mr. Nelson Mandela, &nd salutes his honourable stance in defence of the rights of

his people and his unwavering resistance to the apartheid régime.
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The peoples of the world who long for a more just, secure and prosparous
future look to the world Crganisation with great hopes - hopes for solutions to
chronic problems that can be reaolQod only through international efforts and
solidarity. In the context of this znew world ordsr the United Nations will
assume - indeed it already has baqun to assume - an important role and position
that has never been witnesaed since its inception. Thiz is a new chapter ia thes
history of our world Organization. Lot us declars our solidarity and political
will: let us write a new chapter of the best that mankind longs for everywhere.

Mr. BORG OLIVIER (Malta): It is indesd an honour for me personally and
on behalf of the Maltese delegation tc congratulats you, Sir, on your unsnimcus
election to the presidency of the forty-fifth sescion of the General Assembly. PFor
Malta and its people it is a matter of great pride and satisfaction to sse one of
its eminent personalities occupy the highest seat of our Organization and praside
over its deliberations at this critical juncture when we are witnessing the
evolution of a new world order.

I wish to take this opportunity to ezpress our gratitude to your distinguished
predecessor, Major-General Joseph N. Garba, for the excellent manner in which he
guided the work of the forty-fourth acssion of this Assembly.

Malta also wishes to pay a special tribute to the Secretary-General for his
unstinting efforts in guiding this world body threough the many difficult tasks
assigned to him by our Organization. We owe him our deep apprecistion and assure

him of Malta's full-co-operation and support in his eadeavours.
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My Goverament extends warm congratulations to the Principality of
Liechtenstein, a amall and friendly European country like Malta, on its admiasion
as a sovereign and equal Msmber of the United Nations.

Wo are on the eve of witnessing another momentous event in world history.
Tomorrow, the process of changs in Europe wilil further be accomplishod by the
German unification. Malta joins other delegations in congratulatiag the people and
Government of Germany on this historic occasion.

When we look at the political changes taking place not only in Burepe but also
in other parta of the world, we are encouraged that the future of our children con
be built on strong foundations of security and co-operaticn. In tkis rospact the
United Nations role is paramouat in reshaping the destinies of our countries and
peoples.

The ond of the 1980s and the beginning of the 1990s have recorded an uphsaval
in international politics uchering in a search for accommodation, concilistion and
co-operation, & relaxation of global tensiors and genuine efforts for the
resolution of global and regional questions. The glcbal community is moving
forward towards a situation which truly upholds the principles and purposes of the
United Nations Charter. Malta is more than proud to be a party to this collective
affort. The reaction to thes current crisis in the Gulf is proof of tke
determination and ability of this Organizatiorn to face up to new challernges and to
forge ahead in maintaining peace and security.

Last ysar, the Prims Minister of Malta bsgan his address to the forty-fourth
session of the General Asssmbly by remarking that perhaps for the first time it
could reasonably be done with a heart-felt smile of contentment at the progross
achieved over the past ysar, rather than with clenched teeth in responae to

mounting international temnsions.
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This year, however, while it would be unwarrantediy too pessimistic to say all
spiritual good humour had been wiped out and twisted into a grimace of dismay, any
smile we can manzge to muster can only be at best ambivalent and suffused with an
overlay of anguish.

The present moment is one of paradox. We must still rejoice that perkaps the
most painful thorn which for mavy years had lain in the fiesh of this Asserbly and
in many ways had handicapped its functioning with full effectiveness as a meana of
global growth, is in the final stages of being rsmoved. The unified approach of
the Security Council oa the Gulf crisis has given an unprecedented dimension to
world security and the psaceful settlement of disputes. The ovarvhelming
condemnation of the invasion and annexation of Kuwait by Irag reflects ths
political willingness of nations small and large, poor and rich, to stand Zirm and
united in the face of threats to international peace and security.

But this moment of fulfilment is also a moment of anquish. The threat of a
terrible war hangs ominousiy in front of us. The Government of Malta is fully
aware of the sufferings and deprivations which the situation in the Gulf is
bringing on those concerned. The economic sanctions on Iraq impose sacrifices aiso
upon those that apply them. Yet the suppression of acts of aggression by
collective action it an indication of the seriousnsss with whick we all - as
Members of the United Nations - should resct in order to stop such acts of
aggresgzion from being perpetrated by one country sgainst another, We hava te
ensure that in tkis world the might of right will prevail over the right of might,

Unfortunately, the mental and material energies which we would have 1iked to
see increzsingly focused and concentrated on how best to ensure the positive
restructuring of eroded antagonistic edifices and on the creative projecticn of new
collaborative networks for global co-operation have once again had to be iargely

directed to crisis intervention.
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There is, however, & hopeful remark that should perhaps be made in thins
connection. Contemporary science has taught us that pressures applied to a weak
system will distort and may destroy it, but that the same pressures applied to a
stronger system may, instead of disrupting it, stimulate it to reorganise itself
better.

Indeed, in these last faw months ws have seen a consolidation of important
concepts that are shaking off mistrust, confrontation and disasgreements.
Confidence, co-operation and understanding have givsn impstus to negotiations on
arms limitation and disarmament measures. The Negotiations on Conventionai Armed
Forces in Europe (CFE), as well as the negotiations in the Conference on Security
and Co-operation in Eurcpe (CSCE) concerning confidence- and security-building
measures in Europe, are contributing to a new world order in which not only
participating States but the community of nations at large will benefit. Malte is
taking an active part in the CSCE negotiations and making its modest contribucion
to the commitments of the Hslsinki Final Act.

The trail-blazing agresement reached earlier this ysar between the United
States and the Soviet Union on the destruction and non-production of chesical
wozpons has added momentum to the multilateral negotiations being undertakean in the
Conference on Disarmament on a coavention on the prohibition of the dovelopment,
production and stockpiling of chemical weapons and on their destruction. Malte
urges all those countries invelved in the negotiatiocuns to recognizs the urgancy of
this objective and to accelerats the tempo of the nogotiations.

As reflected in the comprehensive repcrt of the Sacretsry-Gereral on the work
of the Organization, the United Nations has shown vitality and consistency on other
questions as well. Namibia's smooth transition to independence under ths watchful

guidance of the United Wations is one of the foremost achievements of the
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intercational community. Maltz is resdy to assist the Namibian psople in their
nation building, as it Aid before Wamibia attainad independencs.

In southern Africa the United Nations hes bser instrumental in condsxning
apartheid ard in exerting pressure rvegulting in the release of Mr. Nelson Mzndela,
a symbol of courage and hope for ths people of South Africa.

The succeseful conclusion this ysar of the olections held in Nicaraogus under
the supervision of a United Hations Observer Mission, as well ag tke rele played by
the United Nations Observer Group in Central Amsriea, have set in motion 3 nevw
pesace-keeping and peace-making rcle for the United Matioams.

The progress mede with ragard to the settlement of the Casbodian problea is
also a ecredit to our Organization. Through the efforts of the fivs permgnsnt
members of the United Nations Security Council a framswork has been definsd for a
comprehensive political settloment of that problem. Malta supports the efforts
towards that end.

The positive trend of the United Nations involvemeat in reccaciliatior ard
peaceful azolutions tc problums csn be msasured by the varicus oungoing initiztives
being undertsken, including the new round of talks on Western Sehara, the
implementaticn of Sacurity Council resclution 598 (199C0) and the growimg commitmsnt
to an early political solution of the Afghan questicaz.

We 2re pleased to note the coastructive dialogus evolving bstween the two
Koreas on the process of rounificetion in the Korsan peninsula, which must bo the
ultimate objective. In the interim period Malta would support tha Republic of
Korea in seeking United Nations membership, as it would also support the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea skould it wish to do likewise.

The progress on those issuss has mado our system strounger and should therefors

stimulate our Organizatiom to resclve the cutstanding issuss that still elude
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a long-lasting solution., I am referring specifically to three questions that
directly and indirectly affect the Mediterranean and Middle East regions, namely,
the questions of Palestine, Cyprus and Lebanon.

The Assembly will agree that the time is more than ripe to find a solution to
the question of Palestine. which has been on the agenda of the Organisation for the
past 45 yesars. The international community should feel very concerned that mo
significant progress has been made on this question, which has been recognized as
the core of the Middle East conflict, with all its manifold and complex
ramifications. The convening of an international peace conference on the Middle
East has been calied for with overwhelming support by the General Assaxbly at
previous sessions. That call should not remain unheeded. In Malta‘'s view it
remains the best vehicle for enabling Palestinians and Israelis to coexist in peace
within secure snd internatiomally recognized borders.

We are perturbed to note that no progress has been made on the Cyprus quaestion
within the framework of the intercommunal talks. At the same time we note the
resolve of the ileaders of the two communities ia Cyprus and the fact that they
remein comnitted to the cbjective of finding 2 solution to that questionm.

The turbuleat situation in Lebanon is yet another isaue that constitutes a
preoccupation for the internaticnal community and that all of us have a
responsibility to r;solve.

The community of nztions represented in the Assembly has shown a new streagth
in its dstermination to resist the pressures that attempt to push it in the
direction of international anarchy and chaotic violence. But bayond that, thera
should not be a mere restoration of the scatus quo snte. Time is irreversible, and
there is no mere going-back in history. If nothing else, the prosent crisis will

have driven home the importance of the very topics that some Member States,
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including Maita, have bsen pressing upon the attention of the Assenbly, evan though
they may have seemed to ho too future-oriented, especially given the harassing
nature of existing circumstances.

The present crisis has shown in the clearest way that the gravast threat to
peace and security is no lomger rooted in East-West tensions but in the conmplex of
socio-economic and environmental issues on which the future conditions of life on
the planet depend: the sources of energy, the mechanisms for its
cormercialization, global systems of communication, demography and zo oa.

In his statemant last year the Prime Minister chose to concentrats on two
related points of general interest. The first was the common ranagement of
extraterritorial spaces, the resources of which could be of significant and even
crucial importance both to the future of mankind and to the Organiaation's role iam
fashioning it. The second was the development of new systema of goveraance that
would take into account the great changes that have occurrad im the world in the
45 yoars that have elapsed since the United Nations system was first set up in the
wake of the Second World War.

Notable among thosa changss was the declins in the effective competencs of
nation-States, the basic units of the United Nations system, linked to the rise in
influence of a varied cast of non-goveramental and private sectors on the
internstional sceno. Recognition of such changes and thsir reflectiom ia systens
of governance were pzrticularly relevant to the setting up of appropriats
iaternational structures for the management of shared rescurces for the common geod
of mankind. Howaver, and more geamerally, that is also highly advisable in relation
to the whole complex of sccio-economic and environmental issues that forms the
context in which the most acute of the world's present troubles have arisen and are

ariasing.
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Today it is perhaps easier to see that, while the Asseably camnot elude the
task of reacting to the immediate problems of international pe~ce, espacially the
maintenance of the security of Member States, it would be egually wrong to lose
sight or track of prospects likely to bear fruit in a slightly broader
perspective. Ad hoc reactions to crises have to be fitted into a more pro-active
approach to global security, a concept that has now to be used in a senge broad
enough to include environmental and economic survival. For that reason, the topics
raigsed by the Prime Minister in his statement last year hava, if anything, become
even more relesvant.

The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development to bs held in
1992, in which so many high expectations have bsen placed, offers an opportunity
for the international cormunity to addrsss the global ecological challenges that
confront mankind.

Any effective, collective action in the major areas that the Conferencgﬁis
expected to tackle - whether climate change or biodiversity and gemetic
heritage - entails envisaging new methods of funding, such as the introduction of

some form of international taxation.
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In this light, the common management of shared resources, including those in
extra-territorial spaces, and the destination of relevant benefits take on
particular interest. So also do the proposals to ensure effective forums for
contiauing dialogue on a realistic basis and for circumventing the breakdowns which
have cccurred in so many key sectors vital to ths development of a new worid
order - political, social, econemic and environmantal.

Let me conclude by quoting from the statement made by Mr. Spaak of Balgiﬁn.
the President of the first session of the General Assembly, in 1946. His wise
advice as to the functions of a good representative to the Assembly are most
relevant, particularly at this time when we are pinning all our hopes on the
collective system embodied in the Charter of the Unitaed Nations:

"Bach of us must first of all make an effort to sink our preferences, to put

aside our particular sympathies and our particular antipathies. Naturally, we

must all watch over the interests of our respective countries, but we shall
not succesd unless we are convinced that those interests must take their place
in the wider setting of the general interest, and unless we are comscious,
over and above the interests of cur own country, of the interests of the world

and of mankind." (Qfficis

Erince SAUD AL-FAISAL (Saudi Arabia) (interpretation from Arabic):

Mr. President, it is my honour to convey to you and to this august asgembly the
grestings of the guardian of the twe holy sitee, who had wished to be with you and
to speak to you in person. However, the conditions pravailing in the region have
required that he remain in the Kingdom. He has entrusted me with the task of
conveying to you the position of our Kingdom on the most important svent im our

region and the world at large.
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Mr. President, it is my pleasure to congratulate you on your election tc the
presidency of this forty-fifth session of the General Assembly of the United
Nations. It is a tribute to you personally and to your country and its important
regional and international role. I am fully confident that your presidency of this
session will be an effective factor in achieving the objectives to which the
international community aspires in these difficult international circumstances.

I avail myself of this opportunity to extend thanks and appreciation to your
predecessor, Mr. Joseph Garba, the President of the forty-fourth General Assembly
of the United Nations. He conducted its deliberations, as well as the
deliberations of the special sessions during the past year with efficlency. wisdom
and effectiveness, for which he deserves praise and appreciation.

It also gives me pleaszure to express thanks and appreciation to His
Excellency, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, the Secretary-Gensral of the Uaited
Nations, for his persistent and distinguished efforts in the service of the cause
of international peace and security, and his endeavours to dsvelcp the rols and
effectiveness of the United Nations for the realisation of the high objectives for
which it was established.

It is alsc my pleasure to welcome Liechtenstein to the membership of this
international organization, coupled with our hope that its entry will congclidate
the effectiveness and universality of joint international action, and our wishes to
its friendly pecple for prosperity and progreas.

We stand here today on the threshold of an overwhelming danger with a
situation that testers between the drums of war and the bells of peace. Coming to
you from the heart of the Arab land, the cradle of Islam, the seat of the two haly

mosques and the abode of the messenger of God, I cannot but set out by zaying
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“peace be upon you." That is the call for peace and friendship exchanged by every
Arab and every Muslim when they meet.

We would have wished for the continuation of the march of peace that
accompanied the previous session of the Gemeral Assembly. Since we met haere last
year, there have been glimpses of hope and the emergence of the beginnings of a new
international order, whose mainstay is co-operation betwaen countries, and
understanding bstween paoples. The intifadah of the steadfast Palestinian people
in the occupied territories was illuminating the road towards the hoped for
solution. It captivated the hearts of peoples and touched their comscience. The
Iraqg-Iran war came to an end, and we had begun to look forward to a new era of
poaca and concord in the region of the Gulf, Namibia won its independeace, and ths
march towards the elimination of gpartheid in South Africa besgan. Intermational
conflicts began to move towards resolution. We carried the banner of establishing
co-operation in the region, a region vibrant with suffering and hope, so that
States should enjoy stability and so that peoples should live in prosperity.
However, catastrophe took us by surprise. Events took place that wers thought to
bs impossible in the paat.

As we stand with you today in this international forum, grief overcomes us for
what the State of Kuwait, a dear and neighbourly sister State, is being subjected
to.

We listensd, as did you, here, a few days ago, to His Highness
Sheikh Jeber Al-Ahmed Al-Ssbhah, the Emir of the State of Kuwait, whoe conveyed to us
in his historic statement & vivid and comprehensive picture of the catastropbe
which befsll brothsrly Kuwait. The eloguent words of His Highness have atirrsd
everybody's conscience. In this estesmed international gathering, they have evoked

feelings of participation, firm solidarity and sffective support.
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When tho sudden aggression of the Iraqi régime dispersed the peopls of Xuwait,
violated the country, pillaged its assets and want far bsyond all ths limits of
trust; when it invaded and occupied the brotherly neighbour, Kuwait, and amassed
forces on the borders of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Irag deviated from the Arad
order based on the charter of the League of Arab States and deviatsd from the worid
order by violating the Charter of the United Nations.

All peoples and Governments of the world have rejected the aggreasion. It has
been condemned by the League of Arab States, deplored by the Organization of the
Islamic Conference and reproached by the Non-Aligned Movement. As for the Sscurity
Council, it has monitored the invasion and occupation, rejected it in all its
aspects from the very first day and adopted the necessary resolutions to oppose
this invasion and erase its effects.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has taken 2 firm stand in rejecting this
aggression, with a1l its consequences and effacts. The rulers of Irag bear the
responsibility of its results and congequences. Today, Saudi Arabia declares from
this rostrum of international legitimacy that it stands with the whole world in
opposition to the continued occupation. From this rostrum we extend a salute of
admiration and estesm to the pecple of brotherly Kuwait, and from this rostrum we
declare our firm rejection of the occupation by any State of the lands of smother
State by force of arms. We declare our firm insistence on the irmmediate
unconditional withdrawal of Iragi forces from the territory of Kuwait, the
restitution of Ruwait's legitimate Government and the withdrawal of Iragi forces
from the borders of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

We had spared no effort im trying to contain the dispute that transpired
between the two nsighbouring aister States, Kuwait and Iragq. The Kingdom hosted e

number of eminent officials from the two countries at the Jeddah mseting. Our
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objective, arising from the national responsibility of the Kingdom and the dictates
of its Islamic religion and lofty Arab ideals, was to arrive at & solution in a
brotherly fashion and on the basis of an understanding that would have prevented
events from deteriorating.

Regrottably, the Kingdom was taken by asurprise by the Iragqi régime’'s invasion
of Kuwait and the flagrant aggression against its sovereignty, its people and its
pPossessions. We were taken by surprise, again most regrettably, by the build-up
which the Iragi régime has brought in proximity to the Kingdom's intsrnational
borders.

The Kingdom has risen above the wounds and the “injustice of kinsmen" and
preferrsd patience in the hops that the Iraqi leadership would reconsider and
withdraw. But the Iragi leadership followed up by declaring the avnexation of
Kuwait to Iraq and amassed its armed forces in offensive formationa along cur
country‘s borders, thus again violating coaventions and laws after it had violated
traditions aud revoked promises, exposing the Kingdom's security to extrems dauger
and threatening interanational peace and security.

We Arabs, we in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, do not break faith nor dn we
accept threats. Thus our leadership has taken firm decisions that will onsure the
protection of both land and menm, the protection of vital economic agsets and the
consolidation of dsfensive capabilities.

The Kingdom was particular, at the most critical and threateaning time, to
initiate its steps on the basis of a genuine commitment to comventions av.
treaties; for Saudi Arabia, which participated in the founding of the United
Nations, could find no alternative for self-defence but to rely on Article 51 of
the Charter. The Kingdom, which participated in the building up of the Lsague of

Areb States, could find no alternative in opposing the threatening invadsr but to
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rely on the treaty of mutual Arad defence. And as a founding member of the Arab
Gulf States Co-cperation Council, it could not f£ind any alternative in facing up to
the ebsorption of a sister Gulf State but to rely on the Gulf Co-operation
Council’s charter. The Kingdom, a founding State and the host of the Organisation
of the Islamic Conference, could find no altermative but to rely on the charter of
that Organization. Our leadership has carried out its responsibilities and
accounted for the anticipated development of events so that the Kuwait catastrophe
could not recur and so that it will not be taken by surprise at the hands of
adventurism,

Arab, Islamic and other friendly States hurried to the support of Saudi
Arabia‘s armed forces in parforming the duty of defending the State and the safety
of its citiszens.

We have given assurances that the presence of sisterly and friendly forces on
Saudi territory is a temporary ome. It was in response to our request, ¥e have
given assurances and were assured that this is & measure for defence only. It was
necessitated by circumstances that were concocted by the ruling régime in Irag acd
will come to an end with the reversal of the circumstances that made it necoessary.
In spite of this, we were very patieat.

In its persistent Arsb desirs for peace, the Kingdom participated with the
Arab family in the search for an Arab solution. It respondes to the invitation of
President Mohammad Husni Mubarak, President of the Arab Republic of Egypt, to
attend the emergency Arab summit conference - whick was held in Cairo onm
19 Muharram, 1411 A.H., corresponding to ¢ August 1990 - which resulted in the

dosired Arab resclution.
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But the Government of Irag did not respend. Instead, it displayed an arrogant
bshaviour towards Arab and internatiomnal legality by insieting on not reversing its
annexation and occupaticn.

We Arabs, we in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabis, wonder: how car an Arab solutioa
bs reachsd on the ruins of another Arab State? How can & solution be resched whom
the Govarument of Irag has blocked every avenus that may l22d to it? Eow cam w»
Join in the international march towards new intersational co-operation if we
forgive the usurpation by one Arab State of another Arab land? To us, the
acceptable solution is the one based on Arad legitimacy and on the charter of the
League of Arab States. It is the solution that arises from official institutionss
represented by the Arab summit conference and the Ministerial Confereace of the

League of Arab Statas.
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We Arabs are a people who value friendship and commitment. God has honoured
us by bringing us the message of Islam. With mingled humility and pride, we have
raised the banner of justice, helping the oppressed and rascuing the aanxious. We
have always risen above the violation of our neighbours' rights, upheld the
sanctity of our brethren and felt that pillaging for spoils is beneath our
dignity. Those are our genuine Arab morals and the magnanimous Islamic principles
that are our code of behavicur as Arabs and Saudi Arabians. It is neither
acceptable nor reasonable to apply to our behaviour or actions as Arabs rorms and
standards that are lower than those of other nations. God has endowed ocur Arab
nation with the messags, thus making it the besst nation raised up among mankind.
Our nation prescribes what is righteocus and forbids what is evil. God has honoursd
it with Islam and thus it carried the torch of civilization and knowledge to all
the other nations and spread the prianciples of msrcy, sympathy, soliderity, justice
and fairness among peoples. Honce, the Arab nation must set an example by adhering
to the civilized moral bshavicur which stems £rom its high ideals and lofiy
principles.

It is an honour to me to axtend the profound thanks and appreciation of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to our brethren in the Arab States, our brethren im the
Islamic countries and tc those friendly States in the five continents - exceeding
26 in number - which have come to the support of the Saudi Arabian armed forces.
The Kingdom's dependence is on God Almighty above all else. Almighty God is He who
protects us and our pecple f£rom all harm. We rely on the faithfulness and
dutifulness of our people, and then on the brethren and friends whce have hastened
to protect peace in the land cf amity and peace.

We sought to bulld the strength of Irag. We are intent on sustaining and

preserving that strength. However, we want a strong Irag that protects the Arab
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countries, an Irag that would be the mainstay of Arab national security, not an
Iraq that threatens the sscurity of Arab countries and strives to undermine the
foundations of Arad order.

An Irag that commits aggression against a neighbouring sister country,
violates its sanctity, squanders its potential and threatens the entire Arab order
cannot be counted as a force for the Arabs. Rather, it is actually a source of
discord and division in the Arab ranks. It weakens and enfeebles the Aradb body.

We cannot allow the Iragi régime's adventure to veil the glow of the principal
Arab cause: the Palestinian causs. It pains us that attention ias being divertead
from the intifadah of the heroic Palestinian people, that the search for a just
solution to the Palestinian cause should retrogress and that the dangers posed by
Jewish immigration to the occupied territories should cause no outcry or protest.
It pains us even move that the Iraqi régime, which claims a monopoly over the
valvation of Palestine should foliow Israsl's example of occupyiag the land,
dispersing its paople end refusing to withdraw. It has even given Israsl an
international pretext to consecrate occupation, empty the homeland of its people
and replace them with immigrants. It is for the sake of Palestine that Iraq should
withdraw from Kuwait; it is for the sake of Palestine that it should abide by the
dictates of internations) legitimacy so that we may move international legality to
achieve for the people of Palestine what, God willing, wili be achieved for the
people of Kuwait.

Irrespective of the circumstances, we welcomed the settlement finally reached
in the situation betwsen Iraq and Iran following a decade of war. We ask that it
be followed by » similar step with respect to Kuwait. He who hastens to make psace
with an adversary will suffer no embarrassment if he rushes to bs responsive to a

brother.
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The serious damage infiicted by the Iragqi aggression against Kuxait has
economic, social and human dimensions whose effects are ot confined to the Middle
East region. Those effects have repercussions for most of the countries of the
world.

The international community's s0lid stand on the Iragqi aggression against
Kuwait and the firm solidarity demonstrated by the countries of the world in facing
up to that aggression with all its results and effects must be accompanied also by
effective co-operation with the States which have suffered a3 a result of the
aggression, due to their staunch unflinching adherence to ths Security Council
resolutions, especially to those relating to economic sanctions and the oembargo
against Irag.

Within the framework of that co-operation and in a spirit of internationsl
responsibility, Saudi Arabia, in co-operation with its partnere in the Organization
of Petroleum Ezporting Countries {(OPEC), has adopted an oil-production policy that
will compensate as much as possible for the interruption of Iraqi and Kuwaiti
exports and will make the greatast possible effort to maintain stable and
reasonable prices.

The Governmment of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has given urgent fizancial and
development assistance to many of the countries that have suffersd dus to Irag's
aggression. In addition to the support anncunced at the United Nations for Turkey,
Egypt and Jordan, we look forward to the extension of that support to include
Syria, Lebanon, Pakistan, EBangladesh, Scmalia, Djibouti and many other countries
proven to have suffered.

Countries which have stocd up honcurably ard steadfastly to the Iragi
aggression, participated actively in implementing economic sanctions and, as a
result, have borne finencial, economic and sccial burdens desexve the apprecistisn

and care of the eatire world community. Thus, Saudi Arabia expressas its
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satisfaction at the steps taken by the Internaticnal Monetary Fund and the
International Bank ‘for Reconstruction and Development at their joint meeting hela
last week in Washington to establish a co-ordinating group to assist the affected

countries. We have exprossed our readiness to participate actively in that

Airection.



NR/cbe A/45/PY,.16
76

(wwmw

We would have liked to be able to deal in detail with the other critical
issues which we have participated in addressing over the past few years, namely,
the continuous search for opportunities for peace in the Middle East, the
international support for the heroes of the intifadah in the occupied territories,
the Taif Agresment, the hopes of Archs for Lebanon, the hopes for a peaceful
solution for Afghanistan, and many other common aspirations. However, the
precccupation of the international community with the Gulf crisis is almost
monopolizing the efforts of the Security Council and the General Assembly to avoid
a catastrophe. We all know how the crisis started and we all hope that it will end
on the basis of international legitimacy.

The international position is crystal clear. There is n» ambiguity or
vagueness about it. The successive Security Council resolutions have articulated
that position, and it was confirmed again a few days ago by the Foreign Ministers
of the five permanent members of the Security Council in their joint statement
following their meeting with the United Nations Secretary-General.

Therefore, there is no need for vacillation between word and deed or
contradictions between declaration and implementation. There is no place for
alternative proposals or for the circulating of initiatives which achieve nothing
but a waste of time. The soundness of any position cannot be judged by the
condemnation of the invasion alone but also on the basis of the proper choice of
solution. Any sclution cannot be complete except by preventing the aggressor from
reaping the fruits of his aggression. When the Kingdom of Sauvdi Arabia declares
its firm commitment to Security Council resolutions, it believes in the
steadfastness of the international will: the cohesion of the international stand
will €orce the rulers of Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait aud lead to the restitution

of the ’agitimate Government of Kuwait.
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Forty-five yoara age, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia participated ia the founding
of an intermational order which emarged from the shattered ruins of the Second
World War. It participated in founding this Organization, the United Nations,
which emerged afier the collapse of the League of Nations due to the lack of the
international will to stand up to the usurpation of one of its Member States.

If the situation in our region today causes concern, we look to the future
with determination and hope. The Kingdom undertakes to participate effectively in
the vistas that will open up towards a now international order.

At this critical phase through which ocur Arab world is passing, we must learn
the lesson from what has heppenad in order for us to avoid the possibility of its
taking place again; otherwige tragedies will recur in a region full of
probsbiiities. The wheel of time must continue to turn, the caravan must continue
to march, and the march must proceed.

In looking to the future, wa turn first and foremost to our brethren in the
occupied Arab territories and to the dispersed Palestinian people vho are scottered
all over the world; and we say to them: "¥our cause is our cause. Let us rise in
our hearts and by our deasds above the Arab disputes and divisions, for they are the
focal place and the axis of gravitation.” We say to them: “Stand az a solid
barrier against those who attenmpt to exploit your feelings or to feed on your wrath
in ozder to harm the Arab body, your body." We say to them, "Support legitimacy,
for it is the support of your cause, the cause of all Arabs, and the base whic.
guarantees your legitimate rights in liberating the land and establishing the
State." We say to them today, more so than at any other time, "Let us preserve

firm solidarity.”
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We in the Arab world, in Saudi Arabia, say that our coﬁmitmant towards the
people of Palestine was not born today, nor was it born yesterday. It waa born
with the first heartbeat of the cause. Our solidarity with the Palestinian people
will continue today and tomorrow and until victory is achieved, for Jerusalem is
the first of our two Kiblahs, and the Al-Agsa mosque is the third after the two
holy mosques.

We regard the aspirations of our Arab nation after a better future as the
first priority. We realize that this nation must invest all its material and human
resources in the march towards development, prosperity and progress, and ths
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia will spare no effort in working towards the achisvement of
that objective. 1In the arsa of development, ws Aid not fail to co-operats with our
brethren in the Arab world mor did we fall short of fulfilling our obligations
towards them. We have participated in the efforts for comprehensiva Arab
development even when our mmaterial resources were limited. Before the outbreak of
the Irag-Iran war we had more available resources that would have enabled us to
offer a lziger volume of development aszsistance. However, that long war congsumed
them. Despite the decline in the revenues that that war caused, it is the right of
the Arab citizen to wonder today over the causes of the diminiched Arab development
efforts in realizing his aspirations and ambitions. Maybe we have a lesscn to
derive from the experience of Eastern European countries which have proved that the
malaise lies in tho sterility of the structure of economic policies rather tham in
the lack of resources, despite their significance. The sclution should come
through developing those structurss and improving those pelicies while providing

the necessary resources.
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In the face of this reality, we are requircd today to put the Arad house in
ordsr and organize our relations on the regional and universal Arab levals. We
sust search for appropriate solutions to deal with the imbalance that has affilicted
the Arab order, so that it can regain its health and required balance.

Perhaps the foremcst issue we should review is the method of econocmic
co-operation between the Arab States. Although it is not our habit to boast about
our assistance to our brathren, the lezson we have derived from what has happensd
is that co-cperaticn should be through Arab institutions which opsrate ix a securo,
scientific manner which the Arab citizen can perceive and judge.

We are part of this world in which we live. Therefors, the rssources with

vhich God has endowed the Arab worid are not for our benefit alone, but should

bsnefit the whole world at large.
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While we, as Arabs, acknowledge the need for the world's co-operation, we
believe that the rest of the world realizes that it is necessary to co-operate with
us.

In the final analysis, our Arab world cannot remain alcne outsids the orbit of
the accelerating new trends which are altering the brlance of relations between
States, nations and peoples.

We are part of this world - a world which is today turning away from
polarization, tension and division. We are with this world in its new endeavour to
overcome crises, to overcome uaresolved problems and to build a new world of
co-operation, underatanding, freedom and peaca.

In this we begin with ourselves. We bear our responsibilities towards our
region and this new world. 1lic is a duty in which both responsible leaders and
responsible citizens participate. And while rulers handle the functions of State
and the citizer faces the problems of daily life, all of us must build the contours
of our future path.

We have always called for a unified Arad strategy which rlans for a common
future and which avoids volatile emotional reactions. Froem a position of
responsibility, we call on the opinion makers, we call on Arab intellectuals to
participate in this endeavour, for they have to bear their recponsibilities in
supporting the new Arab order as the opportunity for education opens up in the Arab
nation - every Arab citisen ard every responsible citizen. Every official has a
duty and every intellectual has a place. We all have one chjective which iz a
decent life for the Arab individual. The individual is the real asset, the

individual is the pulse of the nation for the future.
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In this very Hall, the Kingdom of Saud Arabia participsted, with the
distinguished gathering of Heads of Member States, in the international declaration
on children's rights. We were elatad by the children as they stood with us, with
their innocence and enthusiasm, the children who themselves declared the children's
charter, the dream of todsy and the hope for tomorrow.

As we enter a new decade with the world - a new decade that leads us to a new
century, the twenty-first ceatury, wa share in confronting the concerns of today,
and we look forward to participating in meking the dreams of tomccrow come trus.

We endeavour in our region to ensurs that the revitaliszed Arab order should bp in
step with the new world order. We endeavour in our region to ensure that ths
gateways of the new order - the new world - should be cpen to the aspirations of
States and the hopez of psoplos - 2 naw world of co-opsraticn, understanding and
justice. This new world, which resolutely and perasistently affirmg the snduring
rights of nations to independence on their soil, and which rejects the logic of
force, annexation and occupation is a world that believes in tolerarce ard dialogus
between nations and rejects the logic of spartheid and the mothods of oppression
and expulsion. This now world in the service of which the means of learninmg and
the discoveries of modera sciencs abound, must ensure the sccial and economic
Justice which would maks possible the reslisation of progrese and prosperity for
nations and emsure security ané stability for the world.

In all this, we are ianspired by the Charter which we signed and to which we
have bsen committed from the vary outset.

Today we continue to be faithful to that Charter. We are with the Charter of
the United Wations, with the Charter of the Leagus of Arab States, with the Cherter
of the Arab Gulf Co-operatiom Council, with the Charter of the Organization of the

Islamic and we are with the Charter of the Non-Aligned Movexzent.
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Ve, the Arabs, we in the Kingiom of Saudi Arabia ars with tke world.
We, Nr. President, sre with you.

Iha menting xoga at 1 p.w.





