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ADDRESS BY MR. GUILLERMO ENDARA GALIMANY, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will first hear an address by the Presidsnt

of the Ropublic of Panama.

The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly, I have the honour to
walcome to the United Nations the Prasident of the Republic of Panama, RHis

Excellency Mr. Guillermo Endara Galimany, and to invite him to address the Assembily.

ANY (interpretation from Spanish): Let me begin by
saying we are very pleased at the election of Guido Qe Marco as President of the
General Assembly. I must aliso recognize the efforts of the Secretary-General,
Javier Pérez de Cudllar, on behalf of peace and of tho renewal of this
Organization. Let me also express our satisfaction over the admission of Namibia
and Liechtenstein to membership of this Organization this year.

For the first time in 22 years the people of Panama is legitimatuely and
authentically represented in this world Organization.

From 1968 - when a leader newly elected by the people was the victim of a
crude military coup d'état - until the end of last year, force of arms amd the
constant threat of its use dominated the Panamanian People and stole the goverament
cf my country. The concepts of justice, ethics, the common good, development and
democracy durirg those years had the meaning that those usurpsrs wanted to give
them. They Aid not have the true meaning reflected in the conscience of the pecple
and in the values of the natioa.

On 7 May last year, the citizens of Panama went to the polls @n manse and ia
an orderly way, displaying an exemplary public spirit. Those elections were called

by e military dictatorship that was worm out and repudiated and which thought to
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cling to power through trickery and coercion before and during that public
refersndum. The people expressed its will overwvhelmingly agaiast the dictatorial
régime and in favour of democracy, freedom and hope.

From this rostrum and in the name of all Panamanians, I would like to thank
all friendly peoples, all Governments, all international institutions and all those
pecple of good will which, with their presence in our country, testified to the
result of those elections in May and with their moral authority strengthensd our
spirit of struggle.

But when fraud, coercior anad downright cheating were not enough to deflect the
desire for change clearly shown in th§ electoral process, the tyranny turned to
farce. In a blatant and shameful act, the Government annulled the elections. It
teld the people that the elections which it had itself called, organized and
administered, were not valid. Then with a stroke of a pen, through a decree that
lacked any legal or moral backing, they slapped down the highest moral and civic
values of Panamanians.

The rest of the story is known: more persecutions and more exiles, murders,
harassment and violations of iuman rights. How sad it was for the Panamanian
people to f£ind itself alone. The international community did not realize the vital
importance our fight had for us, nor did it see it in its full dimension as a
lamentable example for other peoples.

International dipiomacy gave us a choice between accepting the conditions
which the illegitimate governmeat imposed in order to stay in power and having
recourse to the human slaugkter that would result from a civil war between a
defenceless people and an army equipped with weapons. Only a few friendly
countries really understood the full extent of the suffering of our people and its

legitimate aspirations arnd supported us.



JYM/3 A/45/PV,.15
4-5

(Eresident Endars Galimany)
When force and arrogance gave way to madness. the final outcome was
irreversible. With all the constitutional, legal and moral rights given us months
before by the overwhelming popular mandate, we took power under the most chaotic of
circumstances. There were no basic institutions to support a democratic
government. There was no structure capable of assuring even the minimum public
order required. There was no legislative branch, inasmuch as its orxderly

recrganization had been prevented.
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The Supreme Court of Justice was without a leader. The Government Treasury
had been virtually looted, since public funds had been controlied and directly
abused by military headguarters. Publiec <mployees wore not paid in full or om time.

Payment of the public debt had been completely disregarded in the last three
Yyears, and consegueatly all sources of new credit had disappeared. Political
instability in the last years, tocgether with the economic sanctions imposed on the
Panamanian Government by the United States Goverument in 1988, produced a sudden
depression in the national economy, which suffered a fall of soms 16 per cent of
gross domestic product in that year alome. Public revenues were reduced by half,
The unemployment rate went up te 18 per cent, a figure never before seen in our
history.

Unemployment became the most serious problem we faced. The decrease, or
absence, of income caused the basic needs of the population to remain generally
unmet. Forty-five per ceat of our people are considered poor; the vast majority of
child@ren live in pocor homes. Poverty and unemployment most harshly affect young
women from 15 to 24 years of age.

There is a great scarcity of housing, reflected in a growing shortage of
accommodations and in dehumanizing overcrowding. The difficulty of financing the
construction of housing for the poor has led to the proliferation of shanty towns.

A lack of investment in health and education, especially in recent years, has
caused a deterioration of services for the poer. Malnutrition, a lack of Arinking
water and poor education are problems we inherited from the dictatorship and from
the difficulties of recent years.

I must note with regret that social problems affect primarily children, youth,

women, the indigenous populaticn and senior citizens.
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Today I want to speak in the name of my people. I want to bring before the
representatives of all the world's countries the voice of the Panamanian:people,
which suffers but which has hope; the voice of the peasant who works from'morning
to night under the hot sun or in the tropical rain to survive in his poverty: the
voice of the worker, used to hard work, who searches for the decent job he has yet
to f£find; the voice of the mother who puts her childrea to bed at night without any
food in their stomachs; the voice of the child who sells newspapers, of the
shoeshine boy, or of the child who stands on the street-corner selling anything to
take a crust of bread back to his family, his ;hildhcod and his education cut off,
forced to be an adult before his time; the voice of the ill without medicine and
without the need to be ill; the voice of the poor man without & roof over his head,
or a bed to sleep in, or shelter for the night.

Those are voices I want to make heard in this Hall, which houses the
conscience of mankind. That is the flag I want to raisc. That is the cry I wish
to be heard in all corners of the world: There is suffering in the world, and we
have to end it. |

Fortunately, in Panama there is a fresh breeze £illing us with hope and
optimism. We are breathing the air of freedom in a climate of democracy. We
Panamanians today control our future. Democratic institutions are working.
Democracy must respord to the material and spiritual needs of the Panamanian paople.

The three duly established branches of Goveranment are working independent of
one another, in an awareness that the concentraticn of pover is a danger we must
avoid by all meaus.

We have abolished the army because the Panamanian people does not want any
more armies - much less the cost of one. Only 2 few days ago, in an unprecedented

act in our history, the civil authorities proclaimed the retirement of

142 officials who had been a part of the former army.

"x
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In that way we are demilitarizing the structures charged with the maintenance
of public order. In Panama today there no generals or colonels. There are no
lieutenant-colonels either.

There is full freedom of speech and total respect for human rights. The gaols
house oniy common criminals. Only Panamanians who do so of their own free will
live outside their homeland.

In the economic sphere, we are already feeling a resurgence of suppressed
energies. Confidence on internal ang extermal matters is growing. In the banking
sector, restrictions that had existed for two years on certificates of deposit were
lifted a few months ago with no adverse effect on the liquidity of the system. On
the contrary, bank deposits grew in 1990.

The construction industry, which directly and indirectly generates many jobs,
is being reactivated, as seen by the increase in the number of construction permits
issued this year. Tourism in Pa.ama and hotel occupancy are increasing daily. The
volume of business of the Colon Free Zone has i-~creased considerably. We shall
soon have a new law permitting the establishment of industries in multisector zZones
for export. We have an aggressive policy to stimulate our exports,

We are arranging our.puhlic finances, putting things in order and facing -~
responsibly - the huge external debt we inherited.. We are putting into effect a
modest but efficient public investment programme that satisfies the most urgent
necds of the community.

We want political democracy to be accompanied by economic democracy. Aall

opp¢ tunities should be open to all citizens,
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We believe ir economic growth, but also in human development. Our main
concrn is unemployment and the pcor. We have a very large unemployed labour
force - men and women, many of them heads of household, with a high level of
education hoping to £ind decent jobs.

¥a have to meet enormous housing, health, nutrition and education needs, above
a1l for the children, who own the future. We ure fully aware that investment in
our huasn capital is o priority if we are to aschieve sustained economic
dovelopment, to bensfit all sactorr of the populeiion,

He must bring about a successful democracy that really meets the needs of the
population. I know that in this task we can count on the help of the Govermments
of the developed countrios of our contiment, Europs and Asia and the goodwill of
internaticnal organisations, in terms of financing and technical co-operation.
This help and co-operation acquire a new maaning in the post-cold-war world, which
wa celebrate in 1890. I shall return to this subject later.

S0 far I have spoken of Penama‘'s receat history and its present experiences,
bacause they explain our firm position on many items on “he international agenda
&2d because we consider that the United Nations should be the sounding-board for
tha idsals aud aspirations of the mer and women of the world. I believe that our
experience is chared, to a greater or lesser degree, by all the countrie:
cepresented hers.

First, because »e have sufferad st first hand, we have established by law the
priociple that we shall never recognise any Goverament originating from a military
coup againmst & legitimste régime eleccted in popular slections or a Government
holding power as & result of electoral fraud or its prevention of elections
providad for by the domestic 2aw of the State in question. We shall make no
axceptions: we ghall de inflexiblie. He who deceives and rejects the will of his

peuple will find no encoursgsment oz supprrt from aither my people or my Covernment.
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Secondly, we are concerred about the present situation of democracy throughout
the world and espacially in the countries of the American continent. We
unreservedly support all measures conducive to a rapid solution of any electoral
problem. We are pleased by the readiness of the Security Council and the
Secretariat to £ind a viable solution to the case of Haiti, espacially bdecause
Panama did not have the bensfit of the same treatment when it needed it recently.

Thirdly, we support all actions that will contribute to ensuring political,
civil and human rights, guaranteed by international conventions. We are committed
under the San Jose Convention to raspect the competence and decisions of the
Central American Court of Justice, which we are sure will become the highest
guarantor of the human rights of all the people of our continent. We also balievs
in the work of the bodies dealing with civil and political rights within the United
Nations, which will receive the full and constant support of the Panamanian
Goverament.

Fourthly, we shall use all the means available to us to fight the drug traffic
and its financial instruments, because our country was one of t*~ direct victims of
the drug economy, as a result of the actions of the military Government. We have
taken measureas in our domestic lagislation to combat the laundaring of drug mcney,
by requiring that all bank transactions exceeding a certain amount be registered.
We are willing to co-operate in interpational efforts in this regard. We are
signatories of the United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Nareotic
Drugs &nd Psychotropic Substances, which sliculd soon be submitted to our
legislative branch for study and ratification.

Fifthly, we agree on the need tr supervise the production of arms world wide
and the trade in arms for terrorist and anti-demccratic purposes. We, who played a

part in the arms trade under the military government, are drawing up measures to
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prevent the illegal movement of arms and military matériel. We must stop this
de2dly trade, as the Federal Ropublic of Germany recently suggested hars.

Sixthly, we believe that this Organiszation and all the bodies 1linked to it
should continue their work on priority matters of universal concern, such as the
freedom of the individual, the eradication of poverty and human development with
participation, to give a human perspective to economic growth. Action taken by the
United Nations, together with parallel action at the national level by leaders
truly committed to the achievement of their peoples* wel.-oveing, will 1ead us, in
what remains of this century, to make up for lost time.

We should welcome the twenty-first century in a more constructive environment,
in which people are less anguished and less anxious and are more satisfied with
what they cau achieve by their own efforts and with God's help. I should like the
General Assembly soon to declare a Decade on Poverty, dedicated to concentrating
our efforts to stop the iacrease in poverty, illness ana illiteracy in our world
and to reduce them to 2 mimimum.

We are taking part in this forty-fifth session of the General Assembly in a
yYear of extraordinary transformations, which have brought about a rebirth of the
United Nations as an organization with renewsd functions and tasks. At the end of
the cold war this Orgsnization in emerging into a world in which peace and
international cc-operation are truly feasible. Free of the tousions between the
Super-Powers, the United Hations can now devote itsalf fully to promoting social
peacs, human development and respsct for human rights. The road is open for

enhanced action leading to positive results.
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In this post-cold-war environment the time is right for ending one of the last
legacies of that past era: the exclusion of the Republic of Korea from this
Organization. The Republic of Korea is willing to contribute, as an active member,
to promoting world peace and international co-operation, and it should not be

excluded for a moment longer.
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Its full participation will represent an important commitment to facilitating
the process of reconciliation in the Koroan Peninsula in accordance with the
principles and objectives of the Charter. Panama confidently supports the
incorporation of the Republic of Korea into the Organisation as soon as possible.

Ne also support implementation of Security Council resolutions aimed at
solving the questicn of Cyprus in order to eliminate the last vestiges of the colad
war,

In the post-cold-war environment there is= & sombre black cloud. We are
meeting at a time of grave crisis in the Middle East. The future of a nation and
the lives of thousands of innocent People hang by a thread.

I wish to take this opportunity to express the unconditional support of my
Government for the commendable actions taken by the Security Council in defance of
Kuwait's sovereignty ana independence. The level of co-operation it has achieved,
its serious deliberations and the worth of its decisions have raised the authority
of the United Nations to unprecedented levels. It has won universal raspect. Ths
cruel invasion of its neighbour by Irag has reminded us how fragile peace is in our
world. This crude aggression has not only provoked our condemnation, but has
shown, as nevar before, the iaterdependence of the nations of the world. We have
recognized that the loss of freedom, no matter how small the country where it
occurs, can jeopardize social peace and prosperity even in larger countries. The
Government of Panama has faithfully complied with measures adopted by the Security
~ourcil to put an end to the Gulf crisis. It aliso firmly supports the actions
taken thus far under United Nations authority and is willing to support any
additional measures it may authorize.

I wish fo note that Panama has made much progress in the last few months and

will continue to do so. Panzmanians want to see Panama sovereign over all its
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territory - in undisputed possession of ali its resources, developing them 2ll for
its own benefit primarily, but also for the benefit of the world. I reaffirm my
Government‘'s complete regpect for the 1977 Canal Treaties and my country's
international obligations.

I wish to see Panama respacted by all nations, =nd we will achieve this
because Panama respscts itself, and the Gover:zment regspects its people. We
participate, without fear or complexes, in all our internaticnal relations becauss
we are comfident and aware of our own worth.

I am espscially plezsed to announce a hiatoric fact: at the head of the
administration of the inter-oceanic watexrway there is, for the first time in
history, a Panamsnian citiser designated by my Goverament. Observance of the
corresponding provisions of the Canal Treaty shows the iatention of ths CGovernment
of the United States of America to fulfil all its obligacions and commitwents under
the 1977 Treaties. We view this willinguess on the part of the United States with
optimism, ever though the problems which we must still discuas with the United
Statos are many.

The reference to our iater-oceanic waterway leads me to define our concept of
the Panama Canal in the twenty-first century. It is a Panamanian canal, and it
will be managed by Panamanians, but based on the multilateral interests of all its
users. We will take into account the needs of the world and, most especially, the
neads of the friendly countries of the hemisphere. For this reason, the Government
of Panama wiil periodically consult with the Governments of Latin America and the
Caribbean so that Canal policies will take into account the interests of all.

I wish te have gobd relations with ail countries. I wish to have even better

relations with those countries which share similar interests. Panama will prosper
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and will enjoy peace becausze its Pecple is hardworking and because Panamaniens
share in the idsals of democracy, justice and freedom and always seek tie truth.

Nay God always enlighten all Pavamanians so that we do not daviate from this
path. May God erlighten the Goveraments of the werld so that they share the
aspirations, ideals and hopes of the Panamanian people and its Government.

Zhe PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly, I wish to thank the

President of the Republic of Panama for the statement he has just made.
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ADDRESS BY MR. YOWERI XAGUTA MUSEVENI, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA

Ihe PREGIDENT: The Assombly will now hear an address by the President of

the Republic of Uganda.

Ihe PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly, I have the honour to
welcoma to the United Nations the President of the Republic of Uganda, His
Excellency Mr. Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, and to invite him to address the General
Assembly.

EBresident MUSEVENT: In 1987, I had the privilege of addressing this
" Assembly at its forty.-second session and I tcok the opportunity at that time to
apprise members of this body of ocur struggles in Uganda.

This time I have come wearing two hats, so to speak. Today, I speak on bshalf
of the States mambers of the Organization of African Unity (OAU), as its curreat
Chairman, for which I feel greatly honoursd, arnd also as President of my couatry,

Uganda.
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We in Africa enter this decade with a desp sense of history. We vividly
remenber that the ninetasnth century was characterized by the climax of the
partition and colonization of our continent. Despits our‘problems, witich I shall
address presently, the tweatieth century is closing just as Africa has recovered
its political freedom. We brace ourzslves as wa look forward to making ths
twenty-first ceatury one of memorable progress, when Africa becomes a continent of
modarn Statec. This calls for the confronting of all the problems of
under-Jdevelopment - a task that is surely a global responsibility, a responsibility
of all the countries in the United NHatioas.

Today, I should like to focus on the strategies for the aconomic and political
emancipation of our continent and on the role that the international community can
pPlay in resolving these problems. In this regard, I see five fundamental obstacles
te Africa‘'s economic and political advancement: first, human-resourcs
under-develcpment, particularly under-development in science and techrical
training; secondly, the excessive and unbearable debt burden of the world's poorest
nations; thirdly, rigidity and distortions in Africa’s external trade, especially
with the industrial countries; fourthly, rigidity and distertions in the influence
of fiscal and monetary policy, especially in relation to multilateral financial
institutions; fifthly, rigidity and corruption in the political and economic
institutions of African States.

On the question of the under-developmsnt of human rescurces, it is important
to note that the role of scientific discovery, invention and innovation in economic
development has bsen fully recognized in receat econo. ic history. Few would
dispute the catalytic role of the steam engine, the asroplane, the telephone and,
more receatly, the computer, in edvancing the ecoromic and social weifare of vast
commuaities world-wids. Less wall recoguiaedﬂ'howover, are the infrastructures

that make these inventions possible. There is no doubt that active and sugtained
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participation in scientific and technical work requires a well organized and
adequately funded educational establishment. Technology cannot be meaningfully
advanced by, or transferred to, people who can neither read nor write.

Fundamentally, Africa recognizes that economic production is conceived,
Planned and implemented by pesople acting in their capacities as farmers,
processors, tradsrs, engineers aad managers. While the various roles that
individuals play in a production process require varying levels of literacy and
technical training, there is no doubt that improvements in production require
improvements in the knowledge and skills of human beings. Attempts to increase the
utilization of tractors, for example, will not succeed where a country lacks
trained mechanics to maintain them. Thus, expensive machines lie idle because
skilled manpower is lacking.

Similarly, technology transfers from industrial countries to developing
countries necessitate the poorer countries' maintaining a progressive and sustained
educational effort so that the population may acquire the capacity to receive,
sbsorb and improve upon the technologies. This is an essential component of the
development process in African countries and in other nations of the world. Such
training inevitably necessitates the commitment of real resources in the immediate
term. There is no doubt whatscever that Africa's fundameatal development
prodicament today is the desperate lack of real resources to support the level of
educational effort that is nseded if the continent is to reach the development
threshold.

The most fundamental change in the economies of Europe - the industrial
revolution - was es?entially a revolution of the middle class, the bourgeoisie. It
was a gself-sustaining process of economic growth whereby each succseding generation
expacted to enjoy, and did enjoy, higher levels of production and consumption. No

genuine, indigenous middle class - no captains of industry, as they were called in

iKY
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another continent and in another century - has emerged in Africa. Instesd, we
behold the spectacle of a class of middlemen who act as commission agants for
foreign manufacturers. These are the people we call Africa's middle class.

No economy will transform itself without the emergence of an indigenous class
of industrialists and eptrepreneurs. The cause of development will be best served
by the deliberate encouragement, from within and from without, of the emergence of
an African force to equal the industrial middle class, such as the ome that
accomplished the transformation of the economies of Westsrn Europe and the rest of
the developed northern hemispheare.

There is no doubt in my mind that if Africa is to develop, it must devote a
greater share of its curreant income to the education of its people. Africa should
alsc solicit and welcome substantial concessionary loans and grants to aid the
education sector. Above all, what Africa must not do - can no longer afford to
do - is continue to substitute debt servicing for education. In Uganda, for
example, the proportion of the Government's recurrent budget that will go to debt
servicing this year is more than twice that which is earmarked for education., This
debt servicing, moreover, will use up more than 80 per cemt of our foreign-exchange
earnings. By any standard, such a burden on an ecomomy whose disintegration over
the pust 30 years is well kaown illustrates that the international arrangements
that have so far been devised to assist the world's poor nations to reach levels of
self-sustained dovelopmept continue to be grossiy inadequate.

We believe that the objective of self-sustaining growth and development should
not be szcrificed at the altar of debt servicing. We appeal to all members of this
Organization to give their full Support to debt-forgiveness and debt-~rescheduling

proposals, to ensure that the hnecessary resources are available to educate Africa's
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pPopulations so that they may be enabled to attain higher productive capacity. I
understand, from current data, that there are 25 severely indsbte:! low-income
countries, of which 24 are in sub-Saharan Africa. I am further informed that in
1988 the debts of these low-income countries amouanted to 135 per cent of their
gross national product. It is evident that they cannot pay such debts. At best,
they will service them by undermining their own economies, thus becomin; lese
capable, in each successive year, of repaying debts. It is clearly in the
interests of both debtors and creditors to reverse such an absurd and dangerous
situation,

In the light of these problems, I commend the initiatives that have been
advanced for the writing-off of debts. I must point out, however, that, so far,

the actual relief resultirg from these programmes is extremely small,
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For example, until recently the cash-flow savings for 12 sub-Saharaan countries in
the special programmo of assistance in 1989 were about $50 million, or 2 per cent
of their debt-service burden. However, the recent announcement by the British
Chancellor of the Exchequer in Trinidad is most welcome. It is evident that a
great deal more must be done to break the grip of debt on Africa's econcmic
progress.

I turn now to the subject of internatiomal trade.

For Africa, as for all the world, free and fair trade is vital to economic
progress. It is well known that our countriss have suffered greatly from
deteriorating terms of trade as well as from protectionism in the developed
countries. The values of coffee and cocoa have plummetted to unprecedented levels,
causing many African ccuntries to totter oxn the brink of chaos, which can be
avoided oaly by abdicating independence to oxternal institutions and donor
countries. Our protests against imperfect and distorted markets which consistently
raise the prices of the products of industrial countries while invariably reducing
the value of our products, manufactured as well as primary, have fallen on deaf
ears. We are now at a point where the value of our products has deteriorated to a
fraction of what it was a few ysars ago, and tariff barriers on our processed
products make it extremely difficult for us te penetrate the markets of the
industrialized ccuntries.

It is clear that the industrialized countries need tc pay more than lip
service to the doctrines of market economics. The advocacy of the market economy
S0 generously proferred by the media and vigourously reinforced by the multilateral
institutions would be more easily accepted if the internationsl markets for our
products were actuelly free and fair. It is incredibly insensitive to imsist that

we should obey the laws of the market when the only sure result so far is that
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those markets have consistently devalued ou¥ products. We therefore urge this
Organization to inquire yet more actively into the conduct of world markets and to
reduce the rigidities and distortions which operate against developing countries*
products. It is not at all inconceivable that the illegal practices which have
recently been found in some stock exchanges and commodity markets may be more
widespread than is gemerally believed.

I do not wish to blame the international situation for all of Africa's
problems. I do recognize that there has also been a failurs of policy in African
countries. Overvalued exchange rates, large fiscal deficits, hyperinflation and
negative interest rates have often led to instability and deterioration in many
African economies. While we acknowledge these problems, we also wish to urge the
multilateral institutions to recognize Africa‘'s need for long-term structural
change as opposed to lop-sided, rigid emphasis on short-term stabilization. Recent
pronouncements from the World Bank indicate that they are beginning to orient
future lending towards loag-term development. We welcome this shift, and urge both
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank to complement each other's
policies in order to promote genuine ctructural change in the African economies.

I wish to take this opportunity to clarify and reiterate our stand on
political freedom. As the twentieth century draws to a close, Africans look back
on it as the century in which most African countries regained political freedom
from the colonial masters. For many of our countries - for example, Namibi: .
Angola, Mozambique and Zimbabwe - the wounds are still raw. As for South Africa,
we are living through a continuous wake for the victima of apartieid.

Therefore, Africans know what freedom means. There have been various aborted
democratic processes. This is because management of the democratic process itself

was new to the continent. What previous experience did Africans have of managing a
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democratic process? It was during precisely those centuries in which Europe and
North America were emerging from feudalism towards - for some of them at least -
liberal democracy that Africa was being ravaged by the slave trade and, later om,
lost its sovereignty altogether. Because of colonial ¥ule and the plunder of
Africa in the preceding period, social forces which could sustain democracy had not
emerged by the time of independence. In Europe, liberal democracy was and is the
ideology of the industrial middle class and of the small, independent artisans
before them. Where was the industrial middle class of Africa 30 years ago, during
the twilight of colonialism? Despite these impediments, the democratic movement in
Africa is on the forward march. An authentic democratic movement is being
consolidated by internal, social dynamics. External sermonizing and pressure will
not bring democracy to Africa.

In this regard, however, we take exception to the view that the mode of
democracy practised in a select group of countries is the only legitimate
demccracy. We f£ind considerable danger and paradox in the attempt to prescribe, in
a virtually dictatorial, intolerant fashion, a brand of democracy which is
ready-made and presumed to be the only correct one. I wish to urge the people cof
the world to agree that the cause of democracy wovld be better served by accepting
pluralism, not only within the borders of a given State but also throughout the
world. In this way, international democracy will emerge as an acceptance of
multiple approacheé to political freedom by the various peoples of the world. If
the fundamental basis of democracy is the tolerance of alternative views within =
given councry, then the logical extunsion of this concept to the international
level is the tolerance of alternative perceptions of democratic freedom by

differant cultures.
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The acceptance of cultural variety is, in our view, not inconsistent with the
yearning for universal human freedom, nor is it an escape mechanism by which
tyrants can impose dictatorships on their peoples. It is simply a recognition of
the fundamental forces at work in different parts of the world at different times.
Nevertheless, the principies that form the essence of democracy are not
negotiable. These are: accountability to the population; regular elections; a
free press; universal suffrage; and unrestricted entry intc the political process
by those szeking election to leadership roles. These form the assence of
democracy; the forms, however, may differ, and this is legitimate.

Africa is faced with a special challenge in the remainder of this ceatury.
That challenge is the conquest of economic underdevelopment and the emancipation of
all African peoples from political servitude. 1In my remarks te the Assembly today,
I have touched on some of the major obstacles to the attainment of these
objectives. We believe that this Organization has a role to Play in their
realization. :

Let me therefore take this opportunity to reaffirm our support for the United
Nations, and our confidence in the capacity and willingness of the world community
to assist Africa's quest for economic and political freedom. In this connection, I
would recall the special session of the General Assembly or 1 June 1986; at which
the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and

Development 1986-199C was unanimously adopted.
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That historic session witnessed the forging of a unique compact and coalition
between Africa and‘the international community to accelerate socio-economic
recovery and development in Africa. Unfortunately, that global coalition has not
been sustained as the crisis in Africa, rather than abating, has become worse. A
final review of the implementation of the United Kations Programme of Action for
African Economic Recovery and Deyalopment 1986-1990 will be conducted at the
forty-sixth session of the United Nations General Assembly. Searching questions
must be asked and an in-depth assessment must be conducted at that session on the
fate of the 1986 consensus, the impact it has had on bringing about economic
recovery and development, and the extent to which all parties to this historic
alliance have honoured the commitments contained in the United Nations Programme
of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990.

Based on that final review and evaluation the General Assembly will also need
to pronounce itself on the measuras that nead to be undertaken tc support a process
of suastained growth and transformation in Africa in the post-Programme period.

It is therefore imperative that the final review of the implementation of the
United Nations Programme and support for African development and transformation
endeavours in the 19908 should be conducted. The Conference of Ministers of the
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) has recommended that mechanisms for the final
review and appraisal of the implementation of the Programme should be similar to
those of the mid-term review of the Programme, and that for this purpose an ad _hoc
committee of the whole of the Genaral Assembly should be established to appraise
the Programme and to propose measures for sustained development in Africa beyond
1961. The Organisation of African Unity endorses this recommendation and hopes

that the necessary resources will be made avuilable to the ECA to carry out the
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review exercise. The current session of the Ganeral Assembly has been entrusted
with the task of establishing the mechanism for the final review of the Programme.
It is my sincere hope that the Assembly will concur in the pProposals that have Leen
put to it by Africa.

In conclusion, first, I request that, a special effort be mounted by the world
community, through this Organization, to increase resources for investment in
education in Africa. That is one of the surest ways to lay the foundation for the
scientific and techaical revolution which Africa must now accomplish in order to
bring about self-sustaining devalopment.,

Secondly, I call upon Africa's creditors, including the multilateral
institutions, to adopt realistic attitudes that are effectively compatible with
Africa's long-term development and growth.

Thirdly, I must make a special appeal to all Members of this Organization to
re-examine the conduct of international trade, so that it is free and fair to all
participating countries. The time is long overdue for reversing the decline in the
terms of trade of the developing countries.

Fourthly, I urge the multilateral institutions to adopt more flexible
macre-economic policies which recognize the limits of current ecomomic knowledge
and vwhich emphasize long-term development and not merely short-term stabilization.

Fifthly, I reiterate that the Organization of African Unity fully accepts the
objectives of popular democracy. Our Organization will continue to encourage its
members to create an snvironment for freedom and democracy in every African
country. We recognize that there are too many - and in some cases protracted -
internecine struggles in Africa today. Liberia is a receat and very tragic
example. These conflicts are also, more often than not, funded by outside

interests. Our continent cannot prosper if these struggles continue. We appeusl to
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the international community to support peace and to eschew destabilization in
Afzica. A peaceful Africa will ultimately serve and enhance ths cause of global
peace.

In this regard I must emphasize the obligation of all member countries to
intensify pressure upon the apartheid régime in South Africa to hasten the end of
that affront to humanity. The sanctions against South Africa are being felt by the
racist régime. They should therefore be tightened in order to forcs Scuth Africa
to abandon apartheid at once. The Africans in South Africa itself have expressed
support for sanctions as a means of forcing the racists to abardon apartheid. 1It
is therefore incerrect to maintain the view that sanctions are wrong because
presumably they hurt the black majority. The view of the black majority is that
they want the sanctions. If we are truly interested in assisting them we should
respect their views om this important matter. Those who doubt the efficacy of
sanctions must now reassess their positions in the light of the current position
elsewhers in the world. If sanctions can work in Iraq they can work in South
Africa.

Finally, I should like to call on the United Nations system to implement the
United Nations resolutions on the Middle East and the Gulf. We camnot talk about
treedem'in the rest of the world and forget the people of Kuwait and the people of
Palestire.

We reaffirm the right of all countries to determine, in all sovereignty, their
system of democracy or the basis of their socio-cultural values, taking into
account the realities of our countries, the necessity to ensure development and to
satisfy the basic needs of our peoples. We therefore assert that @emocracy and

development should go together and should be mutually reinforcing.
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Ihe PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly, I wish to thank the

President of the Republic of Uganda for the statement he has just made.
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ADDREES BY MR. ALFREDO FELIX CRISTIANI-BURKARD, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
EL SALVADOR

Ihae FRESIDENT: The Assembly will now hear ar address by the President of

the Republic of Bl Salvador.

Ibe PRESIDENT: On bshalf of the Genersl Asserbly I have the honour to
welcome to the United Nations the Presidont of the Republic of E1 Salvndat.

His Excellency Mr. Alfrsdo Félix Cristisni-Burkard, #nd to invite him te address
the Assembly.

Bregident CRISTIANI-BURKARD (interpretation from Spanish): I wish to
begin my address to the Assembly, Sir, by zaying how pleased I am at your election
to preside, with your usual skill and wisdom, over the difficult work of the
forty-fifth session of the Goneral Assombly, the highest forum at which the world's
problens are discussed. In congraculating you, we also wish to eXpress our
gratitude to your predecessor, Mr. Joseph Nanven Garba, for his work during the
forty-fourth session of the General Assembly; this makes it clear that the
Organisation - to which we are so proud to beslong and to which we feol such a senss
of commitment - is comtinuing its comsistent efforts to the benefic of the higher

interests of the international community.
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We alsc wish to make special mention of tha significant and important role
played by the Secretary-General at this crucial time in history when, more than
ever before, the functiom of diplomatic understanding requires ths contribution of
experienced men of vision. 1In particular, as far as E1 Salvador is concerned, we
wish to express our sincere and profound gratitude to the Secretary-General for his
efforts and those of his pPersonal representative, Dr. Alvaro ds Sotc, to £ind a
political sclution to the Salvadoran conflict, which for over a Cecade has
inflicted tremendous suffering on the people of my country.

This is the second time I have spoken from this rogtrum from which the
representatives of ail the peoples of the world make their voices heard. I must
candidly say that I have been greatly struck by the extraordinary magnitude ang
pace of the changes that have occurred in the world in the last year. The
transformation now occurring in the conscicusness of humanity is so significant and
8o far reaching in its implications that I would even go so far as to say that it
is an unprecedented devalopment in the history of the last fow centuries. I wish
to emphasize that it is 2 phenomenon of consciousness that is in question, because
it seems beyond any doubt that what we are seeing is not merely a changs of
ideolecgias but the emergence of a much more dynamic and broader coanception of
liberty in the political, economic ané cultural spheres.

After a traumatic century in which virtually the entire intelligentsia of the
world allowed itszelf to be seduced by the mirage of radicalism, gacrificing freedom
on the altar of equality, the totalitarian utopia has collapsed, leaving it quite
evident that no egquality and no progress have been achieved ana ghoving that
freedom, despite all the chains, is a furdamental and invarisble force. The most
exemplary and beautiful phenomenon we have noted in recent months is that frasedom
eventually prevails over any ideology that tries to adulterate or destroy it, ana

the individual will survives even the most sophisticated eollectivist aberracions.
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That is true zot only for the industrialized world, but also for the
developing world. Freedom is not the exclusive privilege of anyore, nor is
democracy anyone's éxclusive partimony. All hunans have the right and ability to
be free. All peoples have the capacity to live and to develop in democracy. In
the new era of human history that we are now enterung, there is no longer any room
for paralysing authoritarianism or destructive totalitarianism. The change that is
taking place in history belengs to all of us and commits all of us.

Fortunately, the simplistic catch-phrases of ideclogy have lost all their
spurious magic. What is now prevailing is a healthy pragmatism that will make it
possible to restructure the systems of ideas in a healthier way more in keeping
with the dynamism of the creative spirit of humanity. The dreadful wars and bloody
revolutions have taught us a lesson that is as old as history itself but more valid
and more vigorous than ever: viclence and hatred cause cnly destruction, because
they are the greatest enemies of life.

As those responsible for the conduct of the affairs of our natlons, we are
meeting here precisely to work for life. The rencwed interest in ths protection of
children is evidence of that. The widespread determination to save and protect the
aatural environment is also evidence of it. The universal repudiation of all forms
of war andG aggression testify to that end. The powerful re-emergence of the
methods of peace to confront aven the most difficult problems of our age
demonstrates tnu: point in a practically unanimous manner.

The unznimity of the civilized world in response to the crisis in the Persian
Gulf is the best sign that the world requirement of security for peace is being
strengthened rmuch more rapidly than the most optimistic forecasts could havs
estimated, It is vitally important that we should avoid war through all diplomatic
and political meaus available. The international machinery is being put to the

tost and our Organization now has a very crucial challange  facing ity If the
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civilized methods prove able to resolve the crisis brought about by the répugnant
and offensive act of aggression against the sovereign State of Kuwait, the
international order will have emerged unscathed from the supreme ordeal. If not,
it will be more than ever evident that a new international security order iz
required, and that all international machinery needsz to be revised. Cur Goverament
resolutely supports the resclutions of the Security Council relating to the crisis
and fervently appaals for the effective implementation without delay of those and
any other resolutions that may be necessary to rasclve a crisis that so seriously
jeopardizes world peace and developiment.

In this phase of contemporary history, su terrible and yet 3o promising,
Central America has gradually emerged as a concrete reality in the eyes of the
international community. One can zafely ..y that before the 1980s Central Amorica
was practically an unknoin area from which only sporadic news emerged and aivays
with an exotic overtone. In the middle of = worid that is rapidly being
modernized, Central America seemed doomed to irretrisvable historical ostracism
such that it was not coasidered worthy of invoivement in the future of
civilization. The profound political crisis of the traditional institutions,
together with the major affbrt made by totalitarianism to seize the region - which
wag strategically so important in the patterns of the cold war - caused Central
America to make a leap into the void., It found itsalf propelled from endemic
anonymity to the forefront of the agenda of the world Powers and onto the headlines
of the world press.

The last great confrontation of the cold war occurred in Central America.
Central America was the last act of the drama on which we now see the final curtszin
coming down. And that, & result of painful conflict whose effects we are trying to

ovarcome at the national and regional lavels, has also given us an international
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dimension that we must now put to good use ia order %o establish the peacs and
consolidate our democratic processes.

Cohtrary to all adversity and expactations, democracy is now a functioning
reality in all the countries of Central America. But we cannot and must not loge
sight of the fact that nsscont democracies are fragile and depend to & considarsdie
extent on internaticaal understanding and support. From this rostrum, I reiterats
our request to the iaternational community for resolute, concrete and substantial
suppozrt for the Central American democracies and for Salvadoran democracy in
perticular,

We also realise that our democracies cennot request support without at tha
same time earning the world's credibility. 7Two factors are essential in that
regard. We must ghow that we Centrsl Americana are actually engagsd in a seriocus
process of integration amongst curselvas for poace and dsvelcpmant. We must also
show in tangible terms that each of our sccieties is working courageously for
democratic imstitutional reform and the full guarantgse of human rights.

We alsc reiterate a cordial and respectful Plea to our friends, the Presidents
of Central Amorica, including Panama, for us to rise even more resolutely and
ensrgetically in the near future tc meot the challenge of intogratiosm, mot just
economic but 21so social and political izntegration.

It is not my intentioz to repea: the advocacy of union, as was characteristic
of the past. Rather, I seck to form the outlines ag 2008 &8 posaible of a Cantral
Americe of nationslities, which will make it possible to prsserva our irdividual
characteristics and at the same time come to terms with the reality of & werld that
doas not forgive isolation or acknowledge gelf-sufficieancy.

If great blocks of nations can unite in a asw tyEa of nationality whose prime

component is a common destiny, it would be absurd for us Central Amoricans to fail
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to £ind suitadble formules to comfromt in a united way the challenge of modernity,
which s imcressingly coopiex axd compatitive. The world alrendy tends to ses
Central Americs as @ bloc, and Ceatral America camnot shirk thet vision of itself
from the outaide without ruaniag the severe risk of retalning & marginal status in

history.
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Our priority task is to achisve general peace in Central America, which will
make possible permanent demccratic stability. In reference to psace, the case of
El Salvador comes to mind first and forsmost.

Speaking about El Selvador from this rostrum of the United Wations p:rovides an
extraordinary opportunity, as always, and allows us to reiterate with truth and
sincerity our commitment to what we Salvadorians ares doing to change our society in
order to make it more presperous and more united in the immediate future. In that
regard, peace is now the top priority for our Goverament, iw accordance with the
most profourd and uirgent aspiration of the national comaunity and with the
expressed sentiments of the internatiomal community.

I take this opportunity to refer to peace in Bl Salvador as scmething quite
voncrete and feasible, which is important to all of us and incurbont upon alli of
us. Wa must exclude no one from this poace effort unless we are to commit the same
error as in the past, thet is, laaving certain sectors out of the comstruction of
vur national destiny or in a marginal status.

As I have insistently stated since assuming the presidency, I regard myzolf as
the legitimate rapresentativs erd servant of the interests of 211 Salvadorians,
even thoge who do not share my pattern of values and my views concerning the
country. We Salvadorianc zre lgarning - ané our apprenticeship is difficult and
arduous, but necessary - that in order to deserve to live in psace e must work
geriously for tolerzncs and mutual reapact, beyond ideolegiss and sectorail
interests. Our country is historically moving in that direction, as are our éaily
efforts. In this respect, we attach great importance to the role of the political
parties, regardless of ideology, and I am proud tc inform the internatiomal

community tkat there is mow in Bl Salvador inter-party machinery which has come
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about in the climate of negotiations now prevailing in the country and in which all
the political parties, of various schools of thought, are working together.

This inter-party effort, which has never been so broad or self-sustained in
the history of our country., has already borne its first fruit: a consensus
agreement to carry out reforms and take the nécessary measures to guarantee that
the legislative and municipal elections of next March will be to the fullest extent
possible secure and clean and have massive voter participation, so that no one can
objectively calil them in question.

For this purpose, the inter-party commission has agrsed to iaternationail
monitoring of the elsctoral process from its initial stages. My Goveramment, with
its firm commitment to endersing the consensus agreements resulting from the
slections, expresses before this universal forum its determination to aunsure that
the internaticanal monitoring of the forthcoming elscticns will begin functioning
immediately, with sufficient scope and freedom to leave no doubt in anyore's mind
of our willi to achieve democracy.

In the light of the foregoing, we invite the Organization and its Member
States to give us their full co-operation and to set in motion immediately, in a
consistent and effective mamner, the mackinery for intermational monitoring of the
forthcoming electoral process. In our country clean and honest elections are an
important part of the democratization that has been under way sinco 1982,

Peace in El1 Salvador is not going to come out of the barrel of a gun. Peacs
has to be gradually forged in the political understanding of the various forces
iavolved. As part of that nztional understanding, the negotiations between the

Government of the Republic and the Farabundo Marti Natiomal Liberation Force (FMLN)
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are a crucial factor, and they must be promoted and conducted in a reasonable
manner 80 that they may yield permanent results for the berefit of all our people.

Throvghout the year that has elapsed since I had the honour of speaking from
this rostrum, we have made constant efforts on behalf of political negotiations
with a view to ending the conflict., I do not wish to dwell on the regrattable fact
that the FMLN broke off negotiations in November last year and launched a very
violent offensive which struek unjustly at the civilian pPopulation, already
severely battered by war. We have come hare not to complain about what has
happened in the past but rather to explain the positive things that are going on.

At the beginning of this year we came to the United Nations to reyuest its
assistance in restoring the negotiating process. This cams about in April, under
the auspices of ths Secretary-General, Mr. Peresz de Cuellar, who has at all times
been eager to bring all his wisdom and energy to bear in the service of the cause
of peace in El Salvador. Through his worthy representative, Mr. De Soto, we have
succeeded in re-sstablishing the negotiating process, and this is now moving
forward at such a pace that concrete results are already besing achieved. Last July
& substantive agraement was signed between the Goverament and the FMLN on the
crucial aspect of respect for and guaranteeing of human rights in the country. As
& consequence of that the Security Council has authorized the Secretariat to
establish in Bl Salvador an office to do the preparatory work dealing with the
verification of the agreements in ali spheres that the process will produce.

I wish to emphasize that our Govermment Places the highest possible valus on
the verification to be carried out by the United Nations in every aspect of the
agreements resulting from the peace process. We are firmly committed to ensuring
that this verification will be timely, broad and sufficient, without short-cuts or

ambiguities.



NR/ad A/45/PV.15
54

(Preaident Cristiani-Burkard)

The first guarantee for peace in E1 Salvador is, of course, the determination
of the people to achieve peacs, as indicated by the serious ang constant
functioning of the peace machinery, both at the negotiating table and avay from
that table. The other guarantee is international verification, for the
offectiveneas of which we are prepared to give aur full support and the assurances
required, now and in the future. The verification model we have supported and
agreed upon in order to end this conflict once and fur all is unprecedsnted, and
tais in itself is a way of demonstrating to the world our deternination to achievs
harmony and our absolute sincerity with regard to the free and peaceful future of
the country.

Our view of peace in Ei Salvador comprises three fundamental &lements: the
strengthening of unrestricted political pluralism, in the terms guarantesd by the
Constitution ¢f the Republic: the consolidation of democratic ingstitutions, with
the unequivoeal pre-eminence of the civilian branch of authority, deriving from the
will of the peoples and sustsined and balanced aconomic and socisl dsvelopment
which will make it possible for El Salvador to build a model of prosperity in which
everyone will have an opportunity for advancement.

We are opposed to £he paternalism which causes pecples to become stultified
ard the populism which impoverishes them by dsceiving them, and alse to simplistic
economic formulas which fail to teke into account Cthe human dimension of
development. We believe primarily in the creative productive spirit of the human
being and his ipherent freedom, and that is why wa have designed and put into
effect a pattern of measures which, while gradually improving the economy, will
make possible the realistic aad accalerated reconstruction of the country., This

L]

obviously has a high politicai cost, but we are preparsd to confroat that, because
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we are guided by the interests of our nation. We also know that this way of
thinking and this type of economic action now prevaii in the world, and this
encourages us tc move shead without vacillation, although we are prspared to maka
corrections and changes as necessary when the objective reality of our country so
raquires.

We are aware that in El Salvader a radical change is taking place, the outcome
of the most profound crisis in our history. Natiomal salvation, which is the
ultimate goal of my Govermment, involves the purification of practically ail our
institutions, and of course the u:med forces are no exception.

In 211 honesty we can say that the civilian branch of authority is becoming
stronger and stronger in our country and that, within the present process of
institutional modermiszation, each ssctor is taking its place within the orderly
framework of a functional democracy.

Those who want to see El Salvador as it was in 1979 want to live in the past,
becauss they are either biased or blind. The decade of the 1980s has taught us in
El Salvador more than we could have learnt in all the previous decades since
independence. In the first place it has taught us the irreplaceable value of
democracy, which is the best school of moderation. In democracy only the moderzte
prosper, and tho best proof of moderation iz strict compliance with the laws. That
is why our struggle is one on behalf of rationality and understsnding and the
peaceful coexistence of brothers - becauss we have already seen for ourselves the
madness of war, and we do not want evsn the slightest root of that fratricidal

medness to remain in our soil.
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Our Government is a full-fledgad member of the civiliszed community of nations
and, in this respect, we assume the international responsibilities izcumbont upon
us. El Salvador is at this time making legitimate use of this status by having
recourse to the the International Court of Justice together with our sister
Republic of Honduras in order to seek a settlement to a century-old froatier
dispute, which we hope will be terminated once and for all in mid-196i. Our
country, as we have undertaken to do, and as indesd is our obligation, by virtue of
our voluntary acceptance of the jurisdiction of the Court, will comply with the
Court's ruling on this frontier dispute. Moreover, E1 Salvador is fully confident
that the Secretary-General of the United Naticns, through the Security Council, and
at the request of the Presidents of Central America, particularly the President of
El Salvador, will continue to pursue his active mediation to resolve, by political
negotiations, the internal conflict still affecting our people.

We uphold international law absolutely and unequivocally. Our confidence in
international machinery to foster the peaceful settlement of all kinds of conflicts
is total. As regards the domestic conflict which is afflicting us, and which we
feel now is completely ocut of date and totally unwarranted, our position is quite
clear. We want a comprehensive solution to this conflict. We hope that the FMNL,
having become a totally political force, will participate with ail the guarantees
which all political parties have in the democratic life of the country, and we
trust that the solution to be found to the conflict will serve, as
Mz. Perez de Cuellar rightly observei in his annuel report to the Organization, to
lead “"to a positive transformation of Salvadorian socioty". (A/45/1. p. §)

We look towards the past only tc learn positive lessons from it, not to try to
reproduce it in any way, shape or form. The responsibility of Salvedoriams for
this decisive phase of our history is so great that we do not believe in the

simplicity of superficial solutions. All our programmes and goals look forward
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towards the immediates future and the more remote future. It would be suicidal to
cling to vices, shortcomings and arbitrary behaviour or archaic privileges. Life
is evolving, and minds must evolve also o that actions will respond to deseds and
not to ideological mirages of any sort.

We want to live in peace. We are working to ensure that a firm and lasting
peace will take root, in which there will be no type of oppression, no type of
impunity and no type of exzclusive faraticism. Democracy is our ideal, and we
dedicate our full erergy every day to strengtheaing it. Democracy is built each
day more with simple facts than with spectacular posturing. In that simple,
natural and democratic way, we sxercise power. We also nurture power in that way,
becauze it is not our power and nct anyone else's. It is the powar of the peoplo.
This may seem mers talk but, in fact, it really represents our maximum challenge
and, eventually, it will be our greatest conquest: affirming civil authority, not
as an arkitrary type of rule, but as the authority leading the destiny of a
Pluralistic society, which we already ars and which we shall increasingly be, in a
peaceful manner.

There is no longer any reason for war to exist in El Salvador. We do not want
war in E1 Salvador. Interpreting tha mood of the people, from this roatrum, which
is the highest rostrum of the nations, we would say to all the national forces:
the Government of the Republic El Salvador is prepared to do its utmost, with
flexibility and serenity as necassary, in order to coatinue to sesek an exemplary
peace such as the Salvadorian people Geserves. In this respect, we have only two
unswerving principlez to uphold: the fundamental principles of representative
democracy and respact for law. As regards respect for the law, we realize that it
may change, of course, in accordance with the needs of the time, but ¢thange must be

carried out on the rails establishad by the law itself. Political and social
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reason can motivate such change, but it can never bs motivated by arbitrary wishes
or the caprice of individuals or groups.

Particularly, we address the FMNL and urge it to make a mutual exercise of
flexibility and realistic understanding at the negotiating table. We have
repeatadly said that the mere fact that we have proposed, from the first days of
our term in Goverament, a parmanent dialogue to seekx a lasting peace in our country
already moves us away from the fruitless and sterile, quarrelsome notion of victors
and vanquished. Rather, we believe that this war has left us all with great
lessons which we should learn so that we can put into pr&ctice these lessonz to
secureé the peace which we want and which the country needs.

Ko one is trying to destroy anyons slse, neither at the negotiating table, nor
away from the negotiating table, ror after the negotiating table. Par from it.

The greatest responsibility we have is to lower the lavel of individual and
collective passions and to make a supreme effort of tolerance. Political and moral
reasons provide abundant support for this attitude.

In accordance with ths tremd in today's world, and interpreting the moocd of
the international cemmunity, which has been set forth from this rostrum by the
morally powerful voice of our sister Republic, Costa Rica, an example of democracy
in the world, we are prepared to declare a unilateral cease-fire, to be put iato
effect as soon as the MNL decides likewise - and this to make it poasible for
negotiations to move foriard in an atxogphere marked by loss tension and greatar
trust aed, ir particular, to provide real signals to the Salvadorian pacple that
the political will of both parties is row firmly ard permanently addressed to
peacs. That woull be a temporary measure of effective good will, not iatended to
gain breathing space in the war, but rather to cement credibility and peace until
the poclitical agreements leading to a definitive cessation of armed confrontation

can be arrived at.
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Ne are sure that a cease-fire decided on unilaterally by each one of the
parties, which would enter into force at the same time, would speed up ths
negotiations bocause, in the phase that we are in now, viclence merely impedes that
process. Violence has many times been used as an alleged mesans of pressure to
bring sbout a £inal solution, and all it has done is aggravate the war. Let us
begin to us? the resources of progressive peace-making, which are those which
reality demands of us, and which eho'pooplo. universally, in its suffering and
stoicism ysaras for.

As to the agreement on human rights entered into by the Government and the
™ML in San José, for us its validity is inmediate, and we are prapared to walcome
international verification by the United Nations when the Organization so agrees.
Let us hope that this will be as soon as posaible.

This sescion of the General Assembly will be remembered for very varied
rezsons. It is the first which has occurred since the dismantling of the cold war.
However, it is taking place at a time when there are serious prospects for a
regional conflict in the Middle East in which, at this very time, there is extreme
tension between ths forcea of reason and right and those of outrageous arbitrary
behaviour and barbarity.

In Europe, an impressive phencmeanon is occurring. It will reach & culmination
on 3 October, with the unification of Germany, which unti. only a few moaths ago
seemed such a remote poscibility. We walcome it and we congratulate its
protagonists. This general situvation of renswal and rapprochement in Europe on the
threshold of 1992, when uzited Europe will give a new face to contsmporary history,

is another vivid lesson for the peoples.
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Iwo new Members have joined our Organization - Lischtenstein and Namibia, We
welcome both of them with deep satisfaction. In the special case of Namibia, we
wish to emphasise the role played by the international community, particularly the
Uaited Nations, in the satisfactory and civilized culmination of the lengthy
stzuggle of the noble Mamibian psople to achieve their independence. This is a
Step that provides well-founded hope to truat that definitive stability is possible
in the short-term in southern Africa in the light of the principles of equality and
freedom, which sre necessary for a lasting solution to national ard internatioral

conflicts in today's world.
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We viewed with pleasure the current dialogue between the Republic of Korea and
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, and we fervently hope thezt it will come
to fruition for the benefit and prosperity of the ncble Korean xation. Nene the
less, we beliave that there is no need to delay any further the acceptance of the
Republic of Korea as a member of the United Nations, since it meets the
prerequisites for membership and since, moreover, its participation would be of
great value for attaining the purposes of the Charter.

In another connaction, this Asszembly will also be remembered for the
unprecedented Presidential Summit for Children and for the unanimous concern of
Governments about the catastrophic dangere of environmental deterioration, the drug
traffic and drug addiction. The subjcct of the protection and restoration of life
is now very much in the forefront of mankind's consciousness, and that fact is
reflected as ons of the principal concerns of this body. We join in this great
effort in behalf of life on our turbulent planet and we declare our endorsement now
for any initiativa agreed upon in this respect. In our country, we are working
pragmatically for the benefit of children and are firmly committed to bringing
about a drastic reduction in the levels of malanutrition and disease and in the rate
of school drop-outs during our remaining years in office. Wb‘are making a frontal
assault on drug abuse and are determined to save the environment, for which we have
designed, inter mlia, a programme of national parke that will constitute inviolable
reserves for the future.

The United Nations has been playing and will continue to play a primary role
in bringing peace to Central America. We reiterate in this Assembly the need for
the United Nations Observer Group in Central Amsrica to remain active, now more
than ever, in order to guarantee the security of the region and eventually help to

give final form to the peace agresement in E1 Salvador.
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We view the development nf Central American and Salvadorian events with hope
and realism. Our Gevernment has declared the year 1990-1991 the Year of Peace.
Peace is on the move. We say this with firm conviction. In the last ysar we have
worked tirelessly for peace. The Salvadorian pPecple fervently prays amd eagerly
hopes that war will disappear from cur land. PFrom this rostrum, we wish to ask God
to enlighten all of us so that we may soon find the only path that will lead us to
the future: national reconciliation.

Zhe PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly, I wish to thank the

President of the Republic of 21 Salvador for tho statement he has Just made.

ADDRESS BY MR. CARLOS ARDRES PEREZ, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUELIC OF VENEZUBLA

The PRESIDENT: The Ascembly will now hear an address by the President of

the Republic of Venezuazla.

The PRESIDENT: On behaif of the Genaral Assembly, I have the honour to

welcome to the United Nations the President of tho Republic of Veresuela,
Mr. Carlos Andres Perez, and to invite him to addresa the Assembly.

Eresident PEREZ (interpretation from Spanish): On behaif of ny
Government, allow ma to congratulate you very sincerely, Sir, on your eélection to
the presidency of the General Asgembly. Your personal qualities and experience are
& sure gusrantes of an efficient and productive co-ordination of the work of thig
session. Your election is also a well-deserved tribute to your country, Malta, a

land of age-o0ld culture, continually present in the history of the Western worid.
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I wish to t&.s this oppertunity to express our appreciatioa to your
predecessor, Mr. Joseph Nanven Garba, who guided the activities of ths Assendly’'s
preceding session with skill, visdom and balence.

We take special pleasuce in welcoming two new Member States: the Republic of
Hamibia and the Principaiity of Liechtenstein. Venezuesla has been an unswervicg
supporter of the Namibian pecple's struggle for indspendence. As a member of the
United Ratioms Council for Namibia, Venesuela cook an active part in the Council's
determin.d defence of the Namibian cause. We hail the advent of Namibia to
independent life &snd its accessicn to membership in the international compunity as
a sovereign nation aftor zeven decades of domination by ths infamous apartheid

régime of South Africa, the shame of mankind.
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Having gsined its political indspendence, Namibia needs to achiove the
aconemic and social davo;op-ant nscessary to consolidate 'ndependsnt statehood and
a democratic society. The support of the ianteraational cosaunity is essential if
it is to meet those goals. Venezusla has already approached the Naaibian
authorities with a view to identifying poesibilitiss for coc-operaticn in the fields
of energy, mining and fisheries. At the muitilateral level, Vensausla has also
pledged to contribute to co-operation projects for Namibia.

With respect to the intermineble and omincug conflict of apartheid, Venesuela
calls upen 211 nations not to suspend or case sanctions against South Africa until
the conclusion of agreemants that put iito effect President De Klerk's offorts aud
meet leader Nelson Mandola‘'s proposals.

I must express my great pleasure at the reunification of Germany, which will
be formalized on 3 October - an event we Vencsuslans view as the culminatiop of a
difficult stage of history and as the beginning of & new stage which will provide a
lasting example of the peaceful building of a new intermationmal ordar. %We share
the joy of the Gsrman poople &nd express cur hops that this eveat will ghow the
entire world the fruits of reconcilistion and understanding.

I represent a country of profound democratic commitmént and a loag tradition
of peace. Our interpationel activitiss have always focuszed on remecving every
obstacle to harmony and co-operation betwsen nations. Por that reason we selcome
and support imitiatives submitted to the General Assombly to strengthen the
fundamentai responsibility of the United Hations to guarantee the twe inseparable
objectivez of world peace and international justice, particularly aow that sveats
w2 could never have predicted only a few months 8go have le¢é for the first time

since the Secornd Morld War to steady progress towards genuine global vnderstending.
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These sudden changss in the structure of international relations call for a
careful study of international ethics, which are s6 often infrirged upon by great
Powers and by regional conflicts. There is dramatic proof today that the
considerable reduction in the nuclear threat and Bast-West détente do not
necessarily mean the disappearance of serious international ceonflicts. The present
crisis in the Persian Guif is a paianful case in point.

During the last turbulent 45 years of world history, nuclear peacs has been
achieved by means of an ambiguous balance, cynically called the balance of terror,
which has continually Pushed aside other availabie control mechanisms. Venezuela
rejects that monstrous approach to restraining bipolar confrontation, confideat
that the reply to the threat cf international anarchy or regional conflict does not
lie in mutual threats or military escalation. We have always believed it possible
to construct an equilibrium for peace, based on justice, equal rights for ail
peoples to enjoy their rasources; we have always believed that all peoples have a
right %o well-bseing, allowing for a genuine system of collective security, the
ralason 4'Stre of the United Natione. That is why we have always advocated a new
international econemic ordar which w2 must keep free of any tinge of
confrontation. We balieve that now that the cold war is over, there are new
prospects for more 1nten;£ve programmes of disarmament and greater co-operacion for
development. We belisve that today more than ever before the United Nations has a
chance to attain the universal dream of an equilibrium for peace based on
underatanding and co-cperation. Dialogue for concerted intermational action in the
economic sphere must be initiated.

Last August, at its Caracas meeting, the South Commission, under the
chairmanship of the former President of Tanzania, Julius Nyerere, issued its final

report, a valuable and exhaustive document written in the language of dialogue
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characteristic of these new times. It deservas to become a basic instrument that
can inspire constructiva dialogue between North and Scuth.

Venezuela would also like the end of bipolar confrontation to bring about the
disappearance of a system whereby some Powers believe they have the obligation or
the right to assume the individual role of taking control and ensuring the security
of the world. Now ;hat the East-West confrontation is over, the United Nations )
should perform that function in the name of interznational law ard the principles of
the Charter signed by all the countries represented here. In his historic addrass
to the Assembly, the Foreign Minister of the Soviet Unien, Mr. Eduard Shevardnadze;
spoke along these lines.

A mechenism mus be devised to easure the implementation of decisions and
sanctions adopted by the United Nations in response to aggression against any of
its Members; to facilitate the demilitarization of conflicts through
law-enforcement and support activities in regions where the adversaries in a
conflict feel threatened, as was recently the case in Namibia and Nicaragua; or to
support efforts at peace-making and democratization. All this would encourage
States that feel attacked or threateaed to look to the Unitsd Nations for a
response within the Organization rather than bolstering their security at the
expense of their peoples, through a costly arms race. It will be possible to
achieve the non-proliferation of new and inereasinglg destructive weapons only if
there is an alternative mechanism of effective deterrence.

If the United Nations cannot provide that assurance, rescurces will continue
to be diverted from education, health, nutrition, growth and development to
offensive and defen§ive arsenals in an illusory race for autonomous security ama

defence.

”»
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Venezuela agrees with those who say that the end of confrontation betwssn the
Super-Powers opens the way to great opportunitiss for peace, but also to great
risks. The ability of the great Powers to influence or ssttle any future problems
or conflicts is, paradoxically, negligible. For the most part, existing problems
are of a global nature, affecting all nations, which are linked in general
interdependence in all areas - from the economy, trads and welfare to the

environment and natural resources.
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Although it is urgently nacessary to secure the benefits brought by the end of
the cold war and to take additional measures to reduce to a minimum the risk of
conflicts between nationsz, there is an equally pressing need to find safe and
reliable ways to implement the other tenets supporting the multilateral system,
such as the right to both ecoromic and social development.

A year ago, at‘thia same forum for international dialogue, I proposed that w;
dedicate this last decade of the century to the children, with the aim of
substantially reducing infant mortality, making primary schooling available
world-wide and eradicating severe malmutrition. I also invited us all to sign the
Convention on the Rights of the Child as part of the new international ethics. The
signing of the Coanvention by a majority of the States Members of the United
Nations, the Children's Summit held last weekend and the disappearance of East-West
tensions all combine to create a climate conducive to a global commitment to go
beyond statemerts of good intentions and deal with the task of combating child
mortality, protecting nursing infants and pregnant women, effectively improving
their health and securing for children a proper education and qualification for
work.

I realize that such a massive programme reguires substantial resources, so I
propose that Member States agree on a 10 per cent reduction in our military budgets
and allocate that 10 per cent to a United Natioms fund for social development, to
be used in a froatal assault on the poverty that crushes and exterminates hundreds
of millions of children throughout the world.

As is shown by the recent experience of Latin America, if the progress of
democracy in our co?ntries is to become irreversible we need a final solution to
the problems of critical and extremes poverty. The inevitable programmes of

macro-economic adjustment, essential if we are to modernize our societies, cannot

”»



JP/bag A/45/PV,15
72

(Bresident Peresz)
advance without parailel action against hunger, unemployment and lack of
opportunity, which bagin with malnutrition and lack of health care in childhood and
continue with lack of study opportunities and employment opportunities for the
young,

Latin America is now fully committed to democracy as a political system. But
democracy cannot be sustained on a social foundation of persistent poverty. The
repeated demands for more favourable trade conditions and better economic and
financial international relations are not mere rhetoric. The establishment of a
new world order is essential for resolving the basic conflict of inequality betwaen
human beings. An attitude springing from basic ethics must govarn relations
between the most powerful countries and the pcorest. On 16 November 1976, at this
same rostrum of mankind, I said:

“The building of a new international economic order is an imperative for

peace ... Otherwise,"
I said then and repeat now -

“the political balance of the world will be in serious jeopardy."

(A/31/PV.67, para. 16) |

This is a time of historical transition. Now that we are 10 years away from
the twenty-first century ideologicsl schemes conceived in the nineteenth century no
longer apply in our present reality. As a Latin American, I must @xpress my
concern over the way in which economic variables receive more emphasis than
political and social omes. The modernization of our societies cannot ignore the
importance of intetnél balance. If social conflicts arise in developing nations,
if the gap betwsen their inhabitants deepens, conditions will inevitably become
ripe for international imbalances. Our peoples want to live in a democracy, but

there is no democracy without social justice.
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International co-operation cannot be contingent solely upon the formal
reorganization of government finances in countriss suffering critically from fiscal
imbalances. We must find an answer tc the fiscal crisis, but we must alsc find an
answer to the social crisis. 1In truth, fiscal and social crises are but two sides
of the same coin. International co-operation must directly address the structural
issues of the crisi;. eliminating protectionist tendencies in developed countries:
the ever more intolerable effects of foreign debt and the absurd attitude that the
necessities of macro-economic adjustments are merely a technical problem, with no
social impact or political consequences,

Latir America received with interest and satisfaction the Americas Initiative
proposed by the President of the United States, Mr. GCeorge Bush. The proposal of a
free-trade zone with the north of the American continent raises the hope that the
veil of silence and the misunderstanrdings that have marked relations between the
two Americas will now begin to vanish. We sincersly hope that the Americas
Initiative will initiate a definitive break with isolation. As the world rapidly
moves towards big economic blocs, the United States and Latin Americs cannot
continue to turn their backs on each other, as they have for decades. We shall now
need each otker.

In the long run the Americas Initiative could create conditions for the
benefits of ccmpetition, now gravely lacking in our economic and trade va2lations,
to be felt. The structural changes to be brought about by free trade and access to
a bigger market would spur our economic growth. The elimination of discrimination
against ccuntries in the southern part of the American hemisphere would create
conditions favourab}e to joint negotiations. Yet, at the same time, the Americas

Initiative poses a formidable challenge to Latin American countries. We shall no

”»
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longer be able to hide behind the rhetoric of integration. If we want to
participate in the successful devslopment of this project, we must carry out the
tasks essential for intensifying co-operation bstween ourselves and strengthening
intra-regional trade. We must develop strategic alliances between Governments,
public and private institutions and research centres of the countries imvolved, and
promote the establishment of networks of linked production and service enterprises,

encouraging the setting of uniform technical standards.
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It is only by raising the level of intra-Latin American intordependence that
we can become compatitive at the international level. We Latin American countries
must seriously explore the liberaliszation of our reciprocal trade. We must
strengthen our co-operation in transport and bolster the institutions promoting its
integration. Only then will we avoid the delusion of believing that we might
accede individually to the bemefits of the Americas Initiative.

It is indeed paradoxical that, in the present post-cold-war climate of
progress in integration and the appearance of a new spirit favouring international
co-operation, we see winds of war blowing over our planet. The crisis in the
Persian Gulf concerns us ail and particularly countries that, like Venezuela, are
producers of oil and members of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC)., From the moment Iraq invaded Kuwait, Venezuela strove to create a
framework for negotiaticn. We do not believe in a military solutior to the
conflict. We insist on a political way out of the crisis. Arab nations have a
decisive role to play, and as part of tbz Western Hemisphero and as partaers in
OPEC we should encourage that. We have tried to use thas nultiple levels on which
we act te generate agreemsats that would reduce the effects of the conflict on the
world's oil markets.

In this respect I shculd like to emphasize the responsible and stabilizing
course taken by OPEC, an organization in its thirtieth year of existence. The
great nations of the industrialized North - the mainm oil importers - must
acknowledge that if OPEC had not decided tenporarily to cover the market deficit,
the escalation in 0il prices and the consequent destabilization of the world's
economy would have been much worse.

Neither OPEC nor the industrialized world can allow abrupt price increases,

nor can we tolerate - once the Gulf crisis is resolved - equally abrupt drops in
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the price of crude. Such excessive fluctuations are harmful to us all, consumers
and producers alike, and only favour spaculators who ds not care much about the
well-being of nations or the world economy.

We slare in this responsibility as producers of a large portion of today's
market and, above all, as possessors of the greatest crude reserves. Exploitation
of these recerves is what will guarantee the world‘'s future needs in energy.
However, it will require prices that securs regular revenues for the producers and
sufficient resources to finance the iavestments necessary to ensurs presant levels
of production and replenichment of reserves. For many decndes to come oil will
continue to ba a fundamental ingredient of development, and neither producers nor
consumsrs can permit a state of disarray in the oil market.

I heraby propose an oil conference of producers and consumers, under the
auspices of the United Hations, to be convened urgently in order to address, once
and for all, the political veality of o3l. The first stap of such an encounter
should be a meeting of the OPEC countriesc and the Internstional Energy Agency.

I should like on this occasion to reiterate our concera regarding the impact
of excessively high oil prices on the development plans of third world countries
that are totally dependent on oil imports. For the last 10 years Mexico and
Venezusla have tried to reduce this impact on the economioes of Central America and
the Caribbean through the San José Agreement. However, this kind of solidarity
cannot be undartaken unilaterally and must be part of global solutions whereby
industrialized nations seriously assume their responsibilities regarding

international co-operation.
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The industrialized countries must share the responsibily for economic growth
and political stability in that vulnerable region of the hemisphere so as to
prevent new explosions of violence or ualimited continuation of existing ones. We
oil-producing countries are aware of the need to help the oil-importing countries
of the third world with compensstion measures such as the OPEC Fuad or the San José
Agreement. We shall continue to do 30. But we think that the commitments of the
countries that can afford more should be extended.

Just as OPEC assumed its share of responsibility in vaising production to
offset the temporary scarcity of crude on the international markets, and inasmuch
as the great Powers seek to have others share the cost of a military presence in
the Persian Gulf, countries with fewer rasoucrces need support in overcoming the
situatior of scarce supply and high eil prices.-

In this respect, allow me to express my satisfaction at the proposal made by
the President of France, Mr. Francois Mitterrand, to begin

“discussion of a comprehensive plaa for assistance to the da2veloping world, a

plan that would be fed by new rescurces and that would lay the ground for an

in-depth consideration of the subject by all the participants in what could
well become a tragedy to end all tragedios if we do not make up our minds to
change our ways, to step up our pace and to rethink our goals."

(A/45/PV.4, p. 47)

Thus, we urge the more powerful nations to co-operate in meeting the energy
demand of the poorer countries iz a manner that may be stable and permanent, rather
than accidental or fortuitous. Venezuela, together with our partners in OPEC ang
other oil-exporting countries not members of OPEC, such as Mexico, is willing to
proceed with co-operation programmes such as the San José Agreement, but we also
look forward tec hearing propoesals from large industrialized nationg in support of

the stabilization we advocats.
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What this Aszsembly may decide will set the guiding principles for the role the
international community wants the United Nations co play at this critical time of
transition. We now begin to realize, at long last, that many of its past
limitations were due to the bipolar conflict. Now that the conflict is over and
the ensuing reforms are on course, we aspire to return to the criginal postulates
of the Organization, by revising the Charter if necessary, to make the Organization
fully and democratically capable of intervening preventively in the many problems
of the world and of addressing those already looming at a distance, of which I
would make particular mention of those related to peace and economic and social
development, where so much joint effort is still neaded.

All the nations of the world, and particularly the militarily and economically
powerful ones, must understand that it is only through a body of international
ethics, based on genuine respect for international law as embodied in the Charter
and in Treaties and Conventions signed by all States under the sponsorship of the

United Nations, that justice, peace and world stability can be upheld.
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There have been frequent violations of these principles, treaties and
conventions in the past. Yet it is precisely now, at this new stage that holds out
such promise for mankind, thut the world has unanimously rejected the viclation of
Kuvait's sovereignty by Iraq This must become the beginning of a new, genuine
international ethic in which any kind of unilateral intervention is outlawed and
international order is re-established by the submission to the United Nations and
other international bodies of any existing or looming conflicts. The occupied
Palestinian territories anad Cambodia, to give just two examples of conflicts of
major significance to the world, must be acted upon by the United Nations, after
the sovereignty of Kuwait has been restorad.

I cannot conclude without referring to the co-operation we expect from the
United Natioms, including the General Assembly, in regard to conflicts of concern
to the countries of Latin America. I refer here to peace in El Salvador and to the
electoral process in Haiti.

The efforts exerted by the Secretary-General with the FMLN and the Salvadorian
Government are of tremsndous importance and worthy of praise. We hope that the
Assembly will give itz full support to the Secretary-General's initiatives and urge
both the FMLN and the Government of E1 Salvador to eliminate existing obstacles to
an agreement that will restors peace and well-being to a people devastated by more
than a decade of fratricidal war.

The Haitian people want democracy and pasce. They need the sclidarity of the
world in their efforts to emerge from their distressing state of exhaustion after
long years of cruel dictatorship. I should like o request the General Assembly at
this forty-fifth session to adopt the draft resolution submitted by Latin American
and Caribbsan countries, in regard to the support requestad of the Unitead Natioas

by the Government of EBaiti for the holding of an electiocn next December.
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I should like to conclvde by expressing Venezuela's support for and full
confidence in the Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar. His leadership,
prudent yet steadfast, has brought about many of the changes we have witnessed in
racent years. To him and all the staff working with him, wo extend our gratitude.
We express the hope that they will continue their outstanding work in the interest
of the international community, at this new, promising stage of the Organization's
life.

ihe PRESIDENI: On behalf of the General Assembly, I wish to thank the

President of the Republic of Venezuela for the statement he has just made.

AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE

A (Z2aire) (interpretation from French):

Mr. President, the forty-fifth session of the United Nations General Asgembly has
begun in political and economic circumstances which are particula&ly alarming for
the international community as a whole. Peaceful solutions to all the guestions to
be considered during your presidency are hoped for. On behalf of the people of
Zaire and its President, Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, I therefore congratulate you on
your unanimous election to this important post in our Organization. Your
outstanding intellectual and moral qualities, coupled with your long experience as
a statesman in Malta, are a- absclute guarantee of the success of the work of the
current sessiorn of the General Assembly. I assure you that my delegation is fully
prepared to make a positive contribution throughout your tezm of office.

I should like, furthermore, to acknowledge the praiseworthy work done by your

predecessor, Mr. Joseph Garba of the Republic of Nigeria. I feel it my duty to pay
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a warm tribute to him for the Progress he helped our Organisation to make in its
constant quest for paace throughout the world and for the dynamism he displayed
throughout his term of offics.

My delegation wishes to Pay a well-dsserved tribute to the Secretary-General
of our Organizaticn, Mr. Javier Perez de Cusllar, for his tirelsss efforts onm
behalf of international pPoace and security, efforts that are leading to the
peacefu’ sattlement of conflicts throughout the world, and to axpress its great
apprsciatior to him for the outstanding manner in which he has discharged his
difficult functions as the artisan and corner-stome of our Organiszation.

Having enhanced its prestige and seen itas ideals triumph, our Organisation
should be proud to count among its Members today ths new Republic of Namibia and
the Principality of Liechtenstein. Zaire welccmes the presence of the delegaticns
of these two fraternal countries in our midst at the current sossion and assures
them of our co-cperation, both in the United Wations and batwasn our raspective
countries.

At a time when a new wind is blowing throughout the world, bringing hope for
democratic renewal in Eastern Europe as well as in Africa ana Letin America anad
fostering the emergence of a climate of confidence in East-West and North-South
relations, the international community is once again faced with a renswal of
tension in the Persian Gulf and in the Middle Bast which challenges the values, the
principles and the rules of international iaw calling for the peaceful settlement

of disputes.

* Mr. Thompson (Fiji), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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The Middle East crisis, which, recently., has been marked by the massacre of
innocent civilians in the occupied Arab territories of the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip - events that famned the flame of the intifidah - aroused the conscience of
the entire world when, on 25 May last, the Security Council was convened in Geneva
to consider the situation and to find an appropriate solution. Tension in that
part of the world had reached its pcak, and no one expected teasion to break out in
an area so close to a region already troubled by the absence of peace and security
since 1945,

In the Middle East, Iraq's invasion and illegal occupation of Kuwait are the
last straw amd justify the presence of naval and air forces from other military
Powers in the region. But this presence exposes the entire region to the risk of
an armed contlagration, probably to a war, whose victims, once again, would be the
innocent - women, children and people who, motivated by a spirit of friendship and
co-oparation, came from all parts of the world to make their contribution to the
development of that desert region.

The entire international community, whose representatives are assembled at
this forty-fifth session of the Genmeral Assembly, has been called upon to deal with
the crisis and, if possible, to find a peaceful solution. My country will continue
to join all peace- and justice-loving members of the Security Council in the search
for a peaceful settlement to the conflict, so that the Kuwaiti people may regain
the independence of which they have beer robbed and its sovereignty as a Member of
this Organization.

At the same time, we must deal with the question of Palestine, which is the
crux of the Middle East conflict. We must see to it that Sevmvity Council
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) are implemented in an effective mauner, as

those resolutions defime the conditions for the establishment of a just and lasting
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peace in the Middle East - namely, the inadmissibility of the acquisition of
territory by force or by war; the witkdrawal of Israeli armed forces from Arab
territories occupied sin&e 1967; the termination of all belligerency; respect for,
and recognition of, the sovereigaty, territorial integrity and political
independence of every State in the area, and its right to live in peace within
secure and recognized borders free from threats or acts of force; and the necessity
for achieving a just settlement of the refugee problem and for guaranteeing the
territorial inviolability and political independence of every State in the area.

The Security Council, in resolution 338 (1973), decided that negotiations
between the parties to the fighting in the Middle East should begin immediately,
but these people coatinue to oppose any spirit of dialogue and negotiation. Thus,
it is incumbent on the international community to bring about between the
protagonists a disposition for peace and discussion, all the while overcoming
psycholeogical, historical, legal and other obstacies.

Certainly my delegation is convinced that peace requires, first and foremost,
justice and equality for the Aradb people of Palestine, who, like the peoplie of
Israel, have a right to a homeland and a State. This has long been understood by
the United Nations General Assembly, which, on 29 November 1947, laid down the
principles for a Jewish State and for & Palestinian Arab State by adopting
resolution 181 (II), which contained the Plan of Partition of Palestine. Zaire
places itz hope in the United Nations, which, within the scope of its historic
responsibilities, gave a State to the Jews of the Diaspora and decided on the
creation cf a Palestinian Arab State, which it must now succeed in setting up.
Similarly, the internatiomal status of Jerusalem must be safeguarded in accordance

with the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly.
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As for Lebanon, my delegation believes that the General Assembly should
constantly follow developments in that country and, in this regard, adopt a firm
position - one that would preserve the territorial integrity, unity and soveraignty
of the country, so that an end might be put to all external interference and
foreign military presence in that State which is a Member of the United Nationms.

Zaire will work to promote co-oberation with Arab countries in the context of
South-South relations.

Asia, which continues to see tension in Afghanistan, in Cambodia and in the
relations between the two Koreas, in spite of the withdrawal of Soviet forces from
Afghanistan and the v wounced, but not yet verified, withdrawal of Vietnamese
forces from Cambodia, seems to be bogged down in talks, which have not yet led to
substantial progress. Indeed, in Afghanistan the conditions of peace that should
encourage the return of Afghan refugees, primarily from Pakistan, have not yet been
brought about.

In Cambodia, the political factions, which met at the initiative of the
countries of the Association of South-East Asian Nations, as well as in Paris with
the co-operation of the permanent members of the Security Council, have not yet
managed to achieve satisfactory progress towards the establishment of a democratic
State, unified and within the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries.

We welcome also the unification of the two Yemens and, as of 3 October 1990,
of the two Germanys. This new era of unification should extend to the two Xoreas,
vhose absence from the United Nations has been a handicap. It has been observed
that the United Natioms framework enabled both the two Germanys and the two Yemens
to embark on fruitful contacts, which were the basis for the negotiations lsading

to the accords that we all welcome. Therefore my delegation is of the view that
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admission of the two Koreas to the United Nations, in whatever wvay thkey choose,
would be likely to accelerate the process of negotiations towards unification.

This year 1990 - has been a historic one for Africa. Important events have
marked the political life of the contineat after 30 years of independence for most
of its countries. The freeing of Nelson Mandela, after 27 years of illegal
detention in South African Prisons, the independence of Namibia, obtained at the
cost of great loss of human life, the victorious struggle waged by the South West
Africa People's Organization, which the international community supported in every
possible way, and, finally, the democratization process that gave pride of place to
a multi-party system in many countries, including my own, illustrate that 1990 has
been a political turning-point for Africa as a whole,

There is no doubt that an unprecedented economic recession, compounded by the
weight of external indebtedness, has characterized the African economy, in spite of
the praiseworthy efforts made by a substantial number of African Governments in the
framework of structural adjustment and of agreements with the International
Monetary Fund.

The progress that has been achieved in the political sphereé has, however, met
the hopes of the African peoples. Indeed, the political changes currently under
way in Africa, with a view to the increased democratization of its institutions,
are justified, om oane hand, by a wave of. democratic renewal, which has swept over
the countries of Eastern Europe, and, on the other hand, by the determination of
African peoples “o enter into 2 new period of democracy in which the participation

of all Africans in the managemeat of public affairs will be increased.
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In Zaire, specific action has been taken, after broad consultations of the
population, conducted by the Head of State, to advance towards democratic reforms,
which should lead towards the Third Republic. It was solely the political will of
the Zairian people that underlay the adoption of a multi-party system; no foreign
State brought any pressure whatsoever to bear. This new path chosen by the Zairian
pecple can in no wise be interpreted as being the result of any concession made in
order to obtain additional official development aid; the decision was taken by the
Zairian people itself,

It should be stated in this regard that no linkage should be attempted betwecn
aid and @emocracy in Africa, for that might draw the economic, trading and
co-operation relations between Africa and its foreign partners intc a new style of
international relations, one based on diktat.

At this point I should like to appeal to the internmational cormunity: all
peace-loving and justice-loving States should show their solidarity and increase
their co-operation with African States, so that Africa will not be marginalized, to
the advantage of other regions of the world, at a time when all African States want
to make fundamental changes in the political and economic orders in their ccuntries.

In southern Africa, the granting of independence to Namibia on 21 March, which
expanded the frontiers of freedom in Africa, was cause for justifiable pride for
the whole continent. The South West Africa People‘s Organization (SWAPO) won the
elections in Namibia by democratic means and raised to the highest position in the
land a valiant son of Africa, the uncontested leader of SWAPO, now the first
President of the Republic of Namibia, Mr. Sam Nujoma. On behalf of the Zairian
Government and people, I should like to pay a resounding tribute to him and to our
brothers, the people of Namibia, for having overcome the illegal eccupation of

Namibia and freed their country from the colomial yoke.
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Bordering this new independent State, there are new political developments
under way since the accession to power of President De Klerk and the freeing on
11 February of Nelson Mzndela, a worthy and distinguished son of Africa who
embodies in his own person the Struggle against racial discrimination, racism and
aparthejd. The steps taken so far by President De Klerk are, in our view, a
prelude to the radical changes which must be made towards the total dismantling of
apartheid in South Africa. 2Zaire wishes to reaffirm its solidarity with the
oppressed people of South Africa and give assurance of its total support in this
crucial phase of tae struggle.

2aire stands beside that indomitable fighter for the freedom and equaiity of
peoples, Nelson Mandela, and pPays him a well-deserved tribute for hiz courage,
far-sightedness and unselfishness, which will leava an indelible mark on the
history of his country.

Zaire will support any action the General Assembly may plan with a view to
speeding up the effective implementation of the Declaration adopted by the General
Assembly at its sixteenth special sessiorn, devoted to apartheid. My country
believes in dialogue, and particularly in the one which has just been launched by
President De Klerk and the Vice-President of the African National Congress of Scuth
Africa (ANC), Nelson Mandela, between the two communities in South Africa, white
and black, a dialogue which should lezd to the total eradication of apartheid and
the advent of a democratic and non-racial society in South Africa.

The recent confrontations which have pitted blacks against each other should
end, and in their place thers should be coherent, co-ordinated and
well-orchestrated action by the black leaders round the flag of an undisputed
leader able to represent the black commurity as a whole in the negotiations which

have now begun.
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In northern Africa, more specifically in Western Sahara, the Secretary-General
is continuing his sfforts, which we firmly support, for the holding of a refersndum
there. My delegation wishes the Secratary-General complste success in achisving
that objective.

If there is one area which is closely bound up with the economic cnd social
development of third-werld countries, it is disarmament. General and complste
disarmament, as it is construed in the Declaration of the tenth special session of
the General Assembly, devoted to éisarmament, no longer seems merely an ideal to be
pursued by Mamber States thanks to the relazation in international relations
between East and West: that began in Washington on 7 December 1987, when the United
States of America and the Soviet Union signed the Treaty on the Elimination of
Intermediate-Renge aand Shorter-Range Missiles, which was ratified in June 1988.

In the area of multilatersl negotiations, tangibls results have been achieved
in the area of chemical weapons, and we understand that the draft coavention
prohibiting the production, stockpiling and use of chemical weapons is to be
finelized by the Conference on Disarmemsnt at Geneva in the near future.

We all know that the eighteenth special session of the General Assembly, held
in New York between 16 and 20 April of this year, devoted to internatioasl ecomemic
co-operstion and, ir particular, to raevitalizing growth and develcpment in ths
Geveloping countries, challenged the international community when it declared that:

“In an incressingly interdeperdent world, the developing countries should play

an important role in the growth and expansion of the world economy for the
progress and prosperity of all peoples.” (A/S-18/14, p. 5. para, 3)
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It also asked Member States to be prepared, in & new spirit of solidarity, to
demonstrate a new will to act at the internationzl level in an integrated manner in
order to improve the international economic environment and to speed the sxpansion
of the world economy and the econcmic growth of the developing countries.

In the face of the internal and external factors which hinder development in
under-equipped countriss, my delegation believes that the establishment by the
international community of a consisteat investment policy in the developing
countries could increase their productive capacity and help them, through increased
exports, te obtain more substantial currency resources for financing their own
development and for paying off their external dabts.

In this way, the climate of confidence crezted by the demicratization procass
which has begun in most third-world countries could turn out to be a factor of
fundamental importance in promoting North-South relations and could eacourage the
release of new technologies to benefit those countries, in the form of partnerships
or joint ventures.

In dealing with the debt issue, it should ba pointed out that the management
of public and private indebtedness has been made mors Aifficult by the extrenme
ingtability of interest ana exchange rates. In the face of that instability, the
financial markets have developed a number of techniques, first called the Baker
Plan and later the Brady Plan, to enable debtors to defer payments, reduce costs
and decrease the likelihood of unpleasant surprises caused by changss in interest

and exchange races.
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The Bsker Plan, which was based on the hypothesis of more rapid economic
growth to enable debtor countries to solve their indebtedness problems, did not
bear fruit for the simple reascn that it was based on the low export earnings of
the debtor countries in international markets caused especially by protectionist
measures and the reduction in direct investment flows, not to speak of stagnation
and external assistance, which led to a slowing down of economic growth rates and
even to negative growth rates in many cases,

Our appeal for investment is thus largely justified by this analysis: by the
end of 1989, the total indebtedness of all the developing countries had reached
$1.290 billion, of which $264 billion was African.

With a view tc finding some grounds for understanding in dsaling with the
environment and development, we should meation a graver threat to our planet, the
risk of the emission of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere causing a greenhouse
effect. An increase in the planet's average temperature will lead to a change in
rainfall levels and a deterioration in crop conditions in the major temperate and
grain-producing areas.

In this respect, my country joined in the Hague Declaratiom on the depletion
of the ozune layer and cn atmospheric pollution and climate change. It supports
the development of a framework comvention in order to preserve our planet and the
futures of mankind.

Zaire, which has 47 per cent of Africa's tropical forests within its
territory, is helping to protect the natural enviroament by increasing to
15 per ceat of its territory the protected reserves where rare species suck &s the
okapi, the white rhinoceros and the gorilla live im full freedom.

As one of the countries that initiated the World Charter for Nature, Zaire has

set up 2 national committee to follow up on the preparatory work of the United
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Natious Conference on Environment and Develcpment to be held in Brazil in 1992.
Furthermore, Zaire supports the proposal to strengthen the role of the United
Nations Environment Programme. The Programma's impact can only be more visible
with the creation of subregiomal representation and with participahioh at the
grassroots level in the world effort to protect the environment.

Last weekend the World Summit for Children gave special attentioan to the needs
and protection of children and the comsideration that should be given to every
child in the world. My delegation fully agrees with the principle that every child
has the right to enioy all the rights recugnized and guaranteed by the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights without any distinction as to race, ethnic group,
colour, sex, language, religion, political views or other opinions, and without any
such distinction with regard to a child's parents or legal guardian. That is why
my country duly appreciates the World Summit of Heads of State and Government just
held at the Headquarters of the Organization with a view to expressing most
solemnly the support of all nations for respect for children's rights. It should
be pointed out that the Convention on the Rights of the Child was signed by my
country, which has already ratified it.

In conclusion, I reaffirm on behalf of my delegation, and on my own behalf,
the dedication of my country, Zaire, to the principle of the sovereign equality of
Member States as laid down in the United Natioms Charter. There is no need here
perhaps to recall once again that pursuant to the Charter of our Organization
Member States have proclaimed their faith in fundamental human rights, in the
dignity and worth of the human psrson and in equal rights for men and women, and
have declared themselves resolved to foster social progress and to establish better

living conditions in greater fraedom.
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Zaire intends to continue its active participation in the activities of the
United Nations, whose role would seem to be decisive in the area of international
peace and security. As a member of the Sccurity Council and of the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries, Zaire will spare no effort to bring about the triumph of
right, juatices, eguity and equality, all of which underpin any activity of our
Organization to safeguard peace throughout the world.

The eacoaraging results of the efforts of all mankind show that, given the
concern and determiaation of all, international peace and security can be
maintained. A positive cverview, however minimal, makes us optimistic for the
future. May this forty-fifth session help to increase such optimism.

Mr. SANI BAKO (Niger) (interpretation from French): For my delegation
and for myself it is a pleasure to see Mr. Guido de Marco of Malta presiding over
the work of this forty-fifth session of the General Assembly. We congratulate him
most warmly. We want him to be assured that in the performance of his duties he
will enjoy the full co-operation of the delegation of Niger. We are confident that
under his distinguished guidance our work will be successful to a degree
commensurate with the high hopes of our peoples individually and collectively.

His predecessor, General Joseph N. Garba of Nigeria, acquitted himself of his
duties in a praiseworthy mannor during a particularly busy year in which the
General Assembly met three times in spacial session. e sincerely congratulate him
on his brilliant accomplishments.

To the Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, I wish once again to
extend the cordial greetings of Ganeral Ali Saibou, President of the Republic of
Niger, and his unreserved support for his action in the service of world paace and

international co-cperation.
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Some days ago, at the opening of this session, the Assembly welcomed into its
midst the Principality of Liechtensteir ag the 160th Member of the United Nations.
We welcome its admission because we are already certzin Liechtemstein will maks a
valuasble contribution to the common endeavours of our nations in the service of
peace and of progress.

Last year from this rostrum many distinguished perscns from around the world
guite rightly welcomed the emérgence of & new era of dialogue and international
understanding born of the improving climate between the super-Fcwars. The
atmosphere of détente and co-operation has been maintained and indeed strengthenead,
as could be seen - until a few weeks ago - from the growing calm and progress
towards the settlement of several regional conflicts, the persistence and worsening
of which had for long years marked intermational relations at this end of the

twentieth century.
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It seemed that a new vision of the world and intermational relations, based on
confidence, mutual respect and faith im the future, was replacing the atmosphere of
confrontation and mistrust of the post-war period. But recent events in the Gulf
have cruelly reminded us that peace is, after all, precarious and fragile, because
it can be won by man's wise conduct of affairs or lost by mad behaviour.

Irag‘'s invasion on 2 August last and then annexation of the free and sovereign
Islamic and non-aligned State of Kuwait, is in every respect inadmissible behaviour
that violates the most basic provisions of the Charters of the United Nations, the
Organization of the Islamic Conference and the League of Arab States, of which both
countries are members.,

Such actions run counter to all the rules of intornational law,
good-neighbourliness and mon-resort tc the use or threat of force in relations
between States, and respect fer the national sovereignty and territorial integrity
and have brought about & situation that today poses the grave threat of a comflict
of incalculable conseguences.

Such behaviour is inadmissible. It was only natural that it should have given
rise to our indignation, our condemnation and our unequivocal demand for the
immediate and unconditional withdrawal of Iragi armed forces from Kuwaiti territory
and the rightful return of the Government of Sheikh Jaber Al-Amad Al-Sabzh. That
had to be sald with clarity ané firmness by the Security Council, as it did not
fail to do with promptaess and dstermination, but above all with the unprecedented
unanimity of its members.

For Niger, it is not a matter of taking sides with one country against
another, or a fortiori taking sides with one camp against another, or one
hemisphere against another, It is a matter of simply but firmly reccgnizing that
in this unfortunate affair there has been a violation of law and che sacred

principles of internstional morality and the conduct of States have bean flouted.
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We must unequivocably reaffirm the pPrimacy of law in internatiomal relations and
the obligation of all States, large ard small, powerful and weak, scrupulously to
observe it in all circumstances, come what may.

Indeed, what would bacome of our world if one State, by virtue of its strength
and power, could &0 away with another with impunity; if a State, by virtue of its
strength and power, could, from ome day to the next, decide the fate of another and
bring to an end its very existence as an independent and sovereign State?

The international community's unanimous coandemnation of Iraq's invasion and
annexation of Kuwait is encouraging and healthy, for it provides clear evidence
that the nations of the world still hold to the sacred values of universal
civilization ard that the foundations of the internationai legal order are still
ver; sound,

The demand for Iragq‘s total, immediate and unconditional withdrawal from
Kuwait, for the restoration of Ruwait's natiomal sovereignty and territe-:. 1
integrity, for the immediate release of all foreiguers held against their will in
Irag and Kuwait and for Iraqg's cessation of thraats against and intimidaticn of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the other neighbouring States - alil are, for my
Government, indispensable pre-conditions for a peaceful solution to this conflict.

That is why we once again address an urgent appeal both to Irag and to all the
parties involved to show restraint and wisdom, to work diligently to find an
honourable pclitical and diploi.atic solution, and to be courageous in their efforts
toc forestall the threat of an armed confrentation whose consequences under present
circumstances would be‘di;astrous, not only for the countries of the region but for
mankind as a whole.

Indesd, all countries and regions of the world are already experiencing
the adverse consequences of this crisis. 0il producers, oil exporters, develcped

countries, and developing countries especially, will pay dearly the already
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unacceptable bill of a new o0il shock. Hence it is our common duty to work
togetker, peacefully and resolutely, to bring about the speedy end of the Gulf
crisis.

The crisis has somewhat eclipsed cther issues, other conflicts, other
tragedies which, with equal urgency, call for the collective and responsible
attention of our States. Indeed, at a time when events in the Gulf continue to
make headlines world wide, there is a true human tragedy taking place in Africa -
in Liberia, which is ravaged by civil war. The bloody clashes between factions
which have been inflicted for several months now upon the population of this
country on the verge of disintagration merit closer attention by African leaders
and the international community, just as the physical ard morel sufferings of the
Liberian pecple require urgent humaunitarian action.

Despite the dramatic turn of everts ir Liberia in receat weeks, Niger believes
that everything must be done - and it can be done - tc restore peace and unity to
that country. We hope that the next extraordinary summit meeting of the Economic
Community of West African Statoes (ECOWAS) will find a salutary solution to this
question.

In April this year, ;n the occasion of the eighteenth special sessicn of the
General Assembly, devoted to international economic co-éperation, our Asgembly
welcomed to its midst the newly independeat Republic of Namibia, which thus took
its place among the free nations of the world aiter a long national liberation
struggle and thanks to the courageous and judicious action of the United Nstions
and its Secretary-Gemeral and of the entire intermational community. I hail and
once again congratulate our Namibian brothers and assure them of the full and
complete solidarity of Niger.

The world also welcomed the release of Nelson Mandela after 27 years of

imprisonmeat. These achievements of the struggle of the peoples of southern Africe
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and the valiant South African pecple are commensurate with the sacrifices they have
made; commensurate with the determination of their commitment. Above all, they
constitute grounds for continuing and intensifying the pressure being exerted upon
tae apartheid régime. Of course, the South African Govermment, under the pressure
of the valiant fighting forces and the international community, is trying to 1limit
the damage by putting into place superficial reforms and changes that do aoct
fundamentally undermine the apartheid system. But it is not reform of apartheid,
or a softened gpartheid with a human face that the black majority of South Africe
needs. Apartheid - it can never be said too ofter - must disappear; it must be
quite simply sbolished.

The measures adopted by President De Klerk, positive though they may be, are
entirely inadequate. They should not lead us to relax our efforts but rather to
increase the pressure and the sanctions until the minority racist Goverament
resolutely and irreversibly commits itself to introducing a democratic and
non-racial society in South Africa.

And hsre we wish once again to affirm our solidarity with the oppressed people
of Soutk Africa and its vanguard organizations, the African National Congress of
South Africa (ANC) and the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC), and with the
front-line States, whose sacrifices have been enormous and contributions
invaluable, and, indeed, with all the pecples of southern Africa.

In this regard, we welcome the significant progress made in the search for a
true peace in Mozsmbigue and for national reconciliation between our Angoian
brothers.

The gocodwili that has been seen recently between the protagonists in these
conflicts should be comsolidated in order to accelerate and make irreversible the

movement towards peace, a peace that these peoples so sorely need in order to
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devote themselvas to the much more pressing and demanding tasks of national
reconstruction and economic and social development.
With regard to intra-African conflicts, the same situations as last year still

prevail and peraist.
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In Wastern Szhara, we welcome the patient efforts of the Secretary-General,
whose settlement plan received the blessing of the Security Council, when it
adopted the plan on 27 June this year. We resolutely support that pian, whose
principal aim is to =2nable the Organization to hold a referendum on
self-Getermination and to establish lasting peace and stability in the region. The
Secratary-General's efforts, in close correlation with those of ths current
Chairman of the Orgamization of African Unity (OAU), should be strengthened and
maintained now more then ever before.

The process between Chad and Libya launched on 31 August 1989 in Algiers seems
tv be continuing and becoming stroager, as the resuits of the recent meeting in
Casablanca prove. Niger welcomes t¢his development, which is encouraging in all
respects, and appeals to both sides to turn their backs once and for all on
confrontaticn and take the road of fraternal and constructive dialogue -~ the only
way to bring understanding and peace to that subregion.

We are deeply concerned at the painful conflict that for a Year now hes pitted
two brother countries, Seregal and Mauritania, against each other. Niger, a member
of the Inter-Ministerial Mediation Commission of the OAU, maintains excellent
relations of friendship and brotherhood with both countries on the ’ilateral lavel
and through our ties in varieus subregional co-operaticn institutions, and is
following develecpments very closely. We are convinced that Senegal and Mauritania
can reach an understanding and overcome this unfortunate dispute betwsen them so
that they can once again live together in the brotherhood, solidarity ana
good-neighkbourliness that always characterized their relations in the past. That
is why we again address an earnest appeal to both parties to maintain their
attitude of seeking peace and to show that they are oper to dialogues. The

Organization of African Unity, through the activities of the Inter-Ministerial
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Mediation Commission, invites them to do so and expresses its fervent hope for
rapid normalization and a final settlement of the conflict.

We rejoice that it is now almost two years since psace was restored between
Irag and Iran after eight years of fratricidsl war, and that Security Couneil
resolution 598 (1987) provided the framework, the basis and the driving force of
the cease-fire and the settlement of that conflict. We hope that this desire for
peace will prevail elsewhere as well.

May it also prevail with regard to the tragedies of all kind: that the hercic
people of Palestine continues to endure. For nearly three years now the
Palestinian people has pursued its sacred jntifsdah - launched exactly 1,000 days
ago - while Israel, with impunity, goes about medifying the sociological and
demographic structure of the occupied Arab territories by settling massive numbers
of Jews displaced from the Soviet Union and Eastern Eurcpe, and in this 3t is
following the classic pattern of colonial settlement. The internations” consaunity
should exert unrelenting pressure upon Israel to withdraw from &1l the ccecupied
Arab territories, to free Al-Quds Al-Sharif and to recognize the inalienable right
of the Palestinian people to a homeland.

Niger continues to urge the convening without delay or usaless manoeuvring of
an international peace confereance under the augspices of the United Nations with the
participation of all the parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict, including the
Palestine Liberation Organization, the sole and legitimate rspresentative of the
Palestinian people. The conference would endeavour to settle once and for all, on
the basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), all aspects of
this long and painful conflict.

There iz now a glimmer of hope in Lebanon. Some progress seems to be taking

place in bringing that country security, stability, unity and territorial
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integrity. Niger hails the courage and determination that have made possible the
achievement of the Taif Agreements and the continued work of the Tripartite Arab
Commission, which must overcome the difficulties and obstacles that face it zu4
succeed in its mission of restoring the peace, tranquillity and reconciliation so
sorely needed by all the pecple of Lebanon.

Last year at this rostrum we welcomed the conclusion of the Ceneva Agreement
that made possible the withdarawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan which has now
taken place. But we note that clashes between Afghan brothers continue, leaving
countless victims and inflicting indescribable suffering upon that vaiiant people.
That is why we are following with great attention the tireless efforts of the
Secretary-General, through his Special Representative, to achieve a final 8clution
to the Afghan conflict.

‘Similarly, we are cbserving with all the irterest that befits our deep
friendship for Cambodia the developments taking place thera. The international
community welcomed the decision to withdraw Vietnamsse troops from that country.
Even if th- international Ccnference held in Paris from 30 July to 30 August 1939
did not fulfil ail the kopes placed in it, it at least enabled the protagonists in
the Xampuchean case to meet, to speak to each other and to set a new direction.
The framework agreement on the Cambodian question concluded on 28 August 1990
between the five permament members of the Sscurity Council is a dacisive
turaing-point. It entrusts important respemsibilities to the United Naticns and
its Sscretary-General ana generates a new dynamic, which we must: hope will lead to
2 compreshensive political agreement tnat wiil “ring true and lasting peace.

We are closely following the developmant of the situation on the Korean
peninsula. The aspirations of the Korean nation to peaceful reunification are
stronger today than ever before on both sides of the Panmunjom demilitaciced zone.

We are pleased to note that for the first time in the turbulent history of
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inter-Korean relations, direct talks betwsea the two parties at a high political
level recently tock place and are to continue. At a time when centripetal forces
are dominating inter-State relations and vhen the dynamic toward unification is
gaining ground against old divisions - as illustrated by the reunification of the
two Yemons that has already taken place and the reunification of the two Germmnysa
that is sbout to take place - it is emcouraging to note the efforts exerted by the
authorities of North and South Korea. These efforts deaerve the bleegaing and
support of the international community.

In Cyprus, we note that talks betwsen the Grask and Turkish communities on the
island have entered a new phase, in particular with proposals for the creation of a
foderation composed of two regions, one administersd by the Turkish Cypriot
comnunity and the other by the Greek Cypriot community.

This is certainly a historic time for Central America, with a renewed
diplomatic dymamic set in motion by the five Central Amsrican Presidents. The
signature and implementation of the Esquipulas Agreements truly opaxed up the way
to the quest for a just sclution to the Centrsl American crisis. Ne remain
confident that the genius of the peoples of that region and the courage and sense
of responsibility of their leaders will onable them to f£ind the means to reach the
true and lasting peace their peoples need. They descrve our full support and they
may bs assured that Niger eanccurages them in their efforts.

The end of the cold war and the thaw in Bast-West relations have mads possible
ever-more-frequent recourss to mesgotiated solutions to disputes between States.

The new type of rolations between the United States snd the Soviet Usicn snd the
whole international legal order with respect to disarmemant - treaties, coaventions
and 2greements - are making the arms race increasingly obsolete. The world is

going through a period of détente and understanding of which ws must take advantage
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in order to bring down even the mo3t s0lid dbarriers and do away with even the most
tenacious taboos in armament matters, in crder to achieve simultansousiy
conventional, nuclsar and chenmicsl digarmament.

I said lest ysar from this roatrum that the surviva’ of mankind is our comron
responsibility and requires that we aveid 2 nuclear disaster, vwhich remains a
possibility. It is certainly frustrating, we said, to note the state of the world
and the sxistence of the striking, not tc say the revolting, paradox of the
exponential growth of military budgets and arsenals, on the one hand, and ths
poverty and chronic misery of the majority of the peopls of the world, or the other.

That is why, in Niger, we attach the graatest importance to the link between
disarmament and development, and to the establishment of rsliable and operational
machinery to channel disarmament @ividends towards development. While
international détente is viewed as an urgent rogquirement for safeguarding,
maintaining and strengthening world peace, we must note the scrangs paradox that

the world economic situation continues inexorably to dsteriorate.
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The victims of that situatioa are to be found primarily in Africa, Asia, Latin
America and the Caribbean, all of them regions confronted with the tragedies of
famins, poverty, illiteracy, dissase, natural disasters, desertification and locust
infestation. As survival societies, with disintegrated and dislocated economies
ravaged by coatinuing crises, marginalized and increasingly excluded from worid
trade and international decision-making processes, the developing countries are
increasingly reduced to muddling through from day to day.

Of coursa, for a time we had nourished some hope. For example, thers was the
eighteenth spacial sessicn, devoted to international ecomomic co-operation and
particularly to the revitalization and economic growth of deweloping countries,
held here last April; thesre was the Second United Nations Conference on the Least
Developed Countries, which took place a few days ago in Paris; there was the fourth
Lomé Coanvention between the countries of the European Community and the African,
Caribbean and Pacific countries; and there was the international development
Strategy for the fourth United Wations development decade; and thers is also the
eighth sessicn of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, scheduled
for 1991.

All these initiatives are justified in themselves because the growth and
prosperity which can be seer in the economies of the North are in sterk contrast
with the deterioration of the economies of the South. A marksd imbalance dominates
the situation with regard to exchanges betweea those two hemispheres, of which one
grows richer while the other grows inexorably poorsr.

Today, with the process of universality characteriszing the 1980s and this
iatter part of ths tweatieth century, we can see a growing interdependence betwesen
natioral evonomias and am increase in worléd trade. However, despite this growing
interdspendence, the prosperity of the developed countries has not trickled down to

the great majority of developing countries. Thus, for exemple, it is thought that
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betwsen 1970 and 1985 the gsp between the incomes and standards of living of the
developed and the developing coustries has continuously become greater. The
average per capita income in the rich countries is today approximately 50 times
that in the least dsveloped countries.

This poor performance of the third-world economies during the 1980s, which
persists even today, is the outcome of a whole series of factors, essentially
exogenous, such as the debt crisis, the sudden decline in world commodity prices,
growing protectionism, the fall in the volume of investments and the gradual
decline in cfficial devslopment assistance.

Thus, especially where Africa is concernad, the United Nations Programme of
Action for African Economic Recovery and Develcpment is drawing to its coneclusion
without completely attaining its legitimate goals for the African populations. Yet
that plan is the type of agreen.at concluded in gocd faith between partners
accepting mutual commitments in good faith. Today we must observe that in the
£inal analysis the commitments undartaken therein have not been realized to a
reasonable extent. The mid-term review in 1988 has already noted this. The final
review will, we hope, bring to light all the lessons that we should learn from what
has occurred.

This Assembly is about to adopt a new intermational strategy that will guide
the fourth United Nations development decade. We have taken stock of the Third
Decade, and it must be said that it was a lost decade for the development of the
third worla, whicﬁ bases its hopes on the new strategy. Therefore we hcpe that the
fourth decads wiil bring imnovative answers to the earnest questions of the poor,
in the spirit of solidarity and joint responsibility that should characterize

contemporary intermational relations.
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We must recsll, in this regard, that during its eighteenth special session,
held last April, the General Assembly conducted a very painstaking analysis of the
world economic situation. The possibilities for the improvement of the situation
of the developing countries contained in the Declaration that was adopted indicate
what is at stake at the end of the twentieth century and the challenges tha£ the
international community must face. The declaration is also an expression of faith
and a tangible expression of the predominant role that the United Nations intends
to play as the preferred framework for multilateral co-operation and also as a
profound force for international solidarity.

The Government of Niger sincerely hopes that this Declaration, unanimously
adopted, will mark the real resumption of the North-South dialogue, the joint
expression of a determination to reverse these trends. If we devote ourselves to
this task, we can save mankind from the major dangers it faces today because of the
terrible frustrations enccuntered by the majority.

While questions of peace, security and econcmic development remain at the
forefront of our concerns, they must today vie with other priorities. I refer to
social and envirommental issues.

Questions relating to children, drugs and AIDS now have high priority on
international agendas. Here in this Assembly last year we adopted the important
Convention on the Rights of the Child, which scores of countries, including my own,
have already signed and ratified, thus expressing the great importance they attach
to this essential component of our societies.

Yesterday, on the initiative of the United Nations Children's Fuad, a historic
event took place the World Summit for Children. This is the first time in the
history of mankind that sc many world leaders from every continent have met
together to engage in a true profession of faith concerning the protection,

developmeat and survival of children.
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Niger associates itself with those nations that have expressed the hope that
the Declaration issued at this hiztoric Summit will be rapidly given effect and
constitute a point of departure for world-wide concerted action for children.

As regards the war on drugs and the illicit traffic in narcotics, we consider
this a matter of high priority. This Phenomenon threatens States, entire regions
of the world and even civiiization itself. we express our solidarity with
countries such as Colombia and others that have engaged in a struggle against the
drug Mafia. However, concerted world-wide action is necessary to bring this
calamity to an end.

The spread of AIDS, which is increasing day by day throughout the world, is of
concern to all Governments. No country is safe from AIDS. No country can combat
it on its own. It is international action of broad scops that is nesded.
Substantial resources, especially financial, must be mobilized to sustain that
action in order to bring the best chances of success. The United Nations and the
¥lorld Health Organization primarily but also non-governmental organizations and
competent national institutions should be the driving force in this crusade against
AIDS.

I now turn to development, Increasingly, nations are unanimously realizing
the full value of a healthy environment and the great risks to our planet of the
generalized and increasing deterioration of the eaviromment. The struggle to
protect the eaviromment hag today become a cardinal imperative.

Niger, because of its geographical situation at the heart of the Sahel, is
deeply concerned over the various problems engendered by snvironmental
deterioration. Climatic modifications actin§ on seasonal rainfall make all

forecasts for agriculture from year to year unreliahle. Desertification and soil
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erosion are depriving our hard-working populatiocns of their best lands, which
constitute a major factor of production. All thase elemonts are detrimeantal to the
food zelf-sufficiency of our populations. However, envircnmental deterioration
ﬁeyond my country also affects the atmosphere, the waters and the ozore layer,
which has already been pierced in some placas; and then there are acid rain, toxic

wastes, industrial wastes and so on.
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All of this shows us how tue enviromment problem must be approached as an
integral part of development. The development plans of States ar1 town and country
planning should be based on a close relationship between enviromment and
development from now on. We must stress the great importance we attach to the
United Nations Conference in Brazil in 1992, which is to adopt a world plan of
action for envirormentzl protection to Preserve present aad future gomerations from
ecclogical catastrophe.

Last year I indicated here the political and institutional process going on in
my country and the great ambition of President Ali Saibou for Niger and its people
to restore a republican legzl order aftor several years under exceptional legal
régimes.

Niger currently has republican institutions, the fruit of collective efforts
and resolute will to join the rgnks of fully democratic countries, giving each
citizen the full enjoyment of his rights, with equal awareness of his duties.

However, Niger, like other countries of the third world, has not been spared
by an unrelenting economic and financial crisis that rvns counter to our every
effort. I touched on some of the elements of this crisis earlier. It demands of
us self-control, courage and serenity. In a spirit of opznness and responsibility,
it has led my Governmeat, jointly with other sectors of society, to set in motion a
number of political and economic responses,

Politically, our people, based on a lucid and responsible assessment of the
evolution of the society of Niger, seez itself as an integral part of the general
trends in the world, seeking ways and means for greater democracy and for the
expressioa of multiple and even contradictory views, in short, the yearned-for

advent of political pluralism.
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To this end, at its session held last Juns the supreme organ of my couatry,
the High Council of National Policy, decided to revise the Natiopal Chart the
Constitution. But, it must be understoocd that this will, above all, be .~
conclusion of endogencus processes particular to our people at this ztar
internal development and its sociological and political eavolution. It 3 2¢- - uw
result ¢f any outside influence; far from it.

This democratic development is finding 2 natural concemitant im a vast and
ambitious programme of structural reform, whose purpose is to put the economy of
Niger effectively on the rozd to endogenous and self-susta’niag growth once again.

We intend to promote private initiative and the spirit of creativity and
competitiveness necessary to enhance Niger's economic and commercial fabric.

Such an cbjective will certainly entail sacrifices, as it requires
considerable external resources, and its implementation still regquires unpopular
social costs that generate movements that are hard to contain.

But, as I have said eariler, structural adjustment in our economies is an
inescapnble imperative. Thus, our Goverrment must seek, in a spirit of joint
responsibility, with the social partners and with external partuers, accommodations
that can preserve social peace and the development process.

Lat me expross our appreciation for the efforts made by our bilateral and
multilateral partners and, particularly, the understznding shown by the
International lMometary Fund and the World Bank. I hope that the statements we have
hoard here and the favourable messures announced last week at the szuual naetings
of tke Bratton Woods institutions will rapidly take concrete shopa, sepecially in
the area of dsbt and official development aasistance.

These problems are not peculiar to Niger. Their solution, ws repeat, will

determins the harmony, equilibrium and the very survival of mankind. They are the
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major challenge te the intermnationsl community. We must face these challenges
tegether. We must collectively assume our responsibilities to present and future
generations. We must show our commitment to the ideals of the Charter of the
United Nations - the ideals of peace, sclidarity and progress for all peoples. We
must be present at our rendesvous with history.

Mr. AL-KHALIFA (Bahrain) (interpretation from Arabic): Mr. President,
allow ma, at the outset of my 3tatement, to present my sincere congratulations on
your election to the Presidency of the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly,
and to pay tribute to your friendly country, Malta. In wishing you success in
conducting the procesdings of this session, we assure you of our readinsss to
Cco-gparate with you in the furtherance of the common goals which our Organization
is striving to achieve.

I would alsc 1ike, on behalf of the delegation of my couatry, to express our
thanks to Mr. Joseph Garba for his skill in conducting the proceedings of the
Assambly during his presidency over the previous session, as well as the special
sossions held in-between, for his distinguished efforts in the interest of the
United Nations.

I avail myself of thig opportunity to express the greatest appreciation to
Mr. Javier Peres de Cuellar, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, for his
tireless efforts to emhance the role of the Organizatior in strengthening security
and maintaining pesce in the world.

It is also my pleasure to extend, oace again, to the chairman and memberz of
the delegation of the Republic of Namibia the congratulations of the State of
Bahrain on the accession of their country to the United Nations. We regard this as
&n historic accomplishment by any standard, a true expression of the will of the

Namibian people who, after long years of struggle and perseverance, have attained
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their independence. Thisz is a victory for interaaticnal legitimacy, as repressnted
by the United Nations. We are confident that indepecdent Namibia will assume its
role in supporting the just causas in the world.

Similarly. I would like to express, on behalf of my country, Bahrain, our
sincere congratulations to the Principality of Liechtonstein on the occasion of its
accession to the Organization. We are sure that it will contribute to the
achievement of the objectives and purposes of the United Nations.

The forty-fifth session is convening as the United Nations is witnessing an
important period in its history, one of transition from the cold war era to an era
of détente as a result of a novel and innovative vision that seeks to carzy
ideological differsences and rivalry of interests to a new level of international
co-operation that is based on an enlightened dialogue and a clear understanding of
world issues,

This détente undoubtedly represents the return of relations between nations to
their correct courss, guided by a political philosophy rcoted in adherence to the
principles and objectives of the Charter, which the founders of the United Nations
had long hoped would constitute ths approach to psace in the world and the
framework for the security of all mankind.

In the midst of their positive orientaticn towards a new world order cams the
Iraqi invesion of the territory of the sister State of Kuwait on 2 August te test
the mettle of international détepte amnd underscore the fact that, unlass thers is a
concerted internatiomal effort to establish an effective security systea in the

world, this new philosophy will collapse.
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We agree with the statemeant in the Secretary-General's report that the world
is in dire need of "a coherent strategy of peace" and that it is important to
emphasize the comprehensive nature of the concept of peace, as laid down in the
Charter. However, we do not view peace as a necessity imposed by events and
developments or dictated by pressures and influences, but as an approach to the
formulation of relations between peoples on a basis of equality and justice so as
to preserve the legitimate rights and interests of all parties, guarantee their
stability and safety and permit them to direct their energies towards meeting the
requirements of construction and rehabilitation. It is also a framework for
settling differences and disputes through dialogue and accommodation, an essential
requirement of collective life, whether in the past, present or future. Such a
peace is a choice that genuinely reflects the aspirations and hopes of our peoples.

The Iragi invasion of the State of Kuwait, that small country noted for its
positive interaction with world issues, has deeply wounded the conscience of
humanity and caused a huge fissure in the wall of international security. It has
also placed world peace atop an erupting volcano at a time when the world thought
it had reached an acceptable degree of consensus on the formulation of a common
regional and international policy, capable of comprehanding and absorbing the
détente movement in our new world, as well as a reasonable measure of agreement on
the importance of resolving hot regional conflicts through dialogue and by peaceful
means,

The world was surprised when Iraqi forces invaded Ruwait, that peaceful and
pacifist country which was bound to Irag by the strongest and deapest of fraternal
relatiors and shared with it membership in the League of Arab States, the United
Nations and several other regional and international organizations, cnly to be

repaid for its noble postures by the victimization and dispersion of its psopls.
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The Iragi invasion has caused a severe trauma to Kuwaiti socciety and total
upheaval in Kuwait's public life. Business activity has ground to a halt,
institutions have been demolished, properties have been seized and all financial
and economic activities completely paralysed. Hundreds of thousands of Kuwaitis
and aliens residing in Kuwait fled the country in fear and dread of the pilfering,
looting, sabotage, assaults, killings and destruction perpetrated by the Iragi
forces, not to mention the raiding of homes and the shooting of innocent unarmed
civilians who refused to collaborate with the occupation forces. This amouanted to
an attempt to destroy the very foundations of the State, obliterate the identity of
ite pacple and erase it from the map of the world for all time. In this respect,
we canmnot overlock the plight of the thousands of foreign nationals diaplaced from
the State of Kuwait and the detention of some of them as hostages to serve as human
shields without rsgard to moral principles or human values.

This crisis has placed the United Nations at the forefromt of eventa. The
Security Council was quick to act, adepting eight resolutions so far, all demanding
the immediate and unconditional withdrawal of Iraqi forces from Kuwaiti territory
and the restoration of the legitimate Governmeat of the couatry. The common will
of the States of the world was reflscted in rssolution 665 {(1990), which expressed
the insistence of the international community that economic sanctions be imposed
agaiast Iraq by avery possible means.

Bahrain's positien, vis-a-vis the Iragi aggression is clear and uneguivocal.
iraqi forces must withdraw unconditionally from Kuwaiti territory, no recognition
of Iraq's annexation of Kuwait nor of any consequences thereof, but insistence on
the restitution of the legitimate Government that had existed in Kuwait prior to
the invasion as represented in the person of His Highness

Shaikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, the Emir of the State of Kuwait; the rights of
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civilians in the Iragqi-occupied territory of Kuwait should bs raspacted, their
safety guaranteed and their 1livss and properties protected, in accordarce with the
pProvisions of the Pourth Gensva Convention of 1949, ir additiom to the demand that
the Iragi authorities refrain from effecting any changes in the demographic
composition within Kuwait which would constitute a violation of internaticnal law;
affirming the legal right of all injured Kuwaitis and others to receive fair
indemnity for dameges and losses incurrsd by them; anad considering as null and void
Irag’s dscision on the closure of diplomatic and consular missions accredited to
the State of Kuwait. We call upon Irag to comply with the resolutions of the
Security Council and to respond to the international community's unanimity with a
view tr nreserving international legitimacy.

The acute crisis created by Iraq has caused a basic disruption in the reglonal
security system of the Gulf, constituting as it has a blatant breach of the
principles of the Unitea Nations, of all intermational norms ard covenants and of
the provisions of international law and fundamental human rights.

S8ince its inception, the Gulf Co-operation Council has worksd consistently on
co-ordinating political and economic ties between its members, developing the
indigenous capabilities of their psoples and Proceeding forward on the road to
laying the foundations of co-oparation betwson its membor States, with the aim of
developing positive attitudes on achieving security and stability ia the Gulf, in
co-operation with all States in the region through uzderstanding and dialogue, as
well as respect for the principles of good-neighbourliness, territorial sovereigaty
and non-interference in the internal affairs of other States. However, the
security challenges posed by the Iraqi invasion make it imperative for us to
reconaider the question of the sscurity of the Gulf in a new context, that would be

compatible with the reguirements of the era of détente and ensure the Protection of
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regional and international interests. In this respect, I would like to rafer in
particular to the need to adopt the nacessary international measures in times of
crises, especially those prescribed irn Chapter VII of the Charter, which cail for
the application of measuraes agreed to by the members of the fscurity Council in
cases where thore exists a threat to or breach of pesce or act of aggrassion
against any State Member of the United MNations. The widespread condemaation of ths
Iraqgi invasion of the sister State of Kuwait has proved that it is possibls to
apply the system of collective security in the post-cold war era, eapaclally after
the Soviet Union and the Unitsd States had agreed on the way to deal with regional
crises. The Sscurity Council has been able to adopt the wise and apt resolution
660 (1590) in which it demands the immediate and unconditional withdrawal by Iraq
of all ite forcea to the positions in 1ich they wsre daployed on 1 August 1990.
Faced with the failure of the Iraqi autkorities to cemply with that resolution, the
Council aid not hesitate to adopt its historic resclutiom 661 (1990) iwmposizg
economic sanctions against IZrag and, more recently, resolution 670 (1990)
strengthoning the blockade iwmposed against Irag.

The internatiousl commuaity, which had suffered immensely from the offects of
the cold war and its negative effects over the past four decades, cannot perait any
contravention of international legitimacy in this phase of tru: détenta which the
world is experiencing ncw. Irag's occupation of the State of Kuwait was the first
serious test of the new imternational order, since it represented a departure from
the genoral atmosphere of ditente which stresses dialogue and understanding in
regolving international problems and emphaszizes a balsnce of interests rather than
& balance of power. The Stetes that had already hsgun reorganizing their affairs

within the framework of this new international order were mot ready to allow a
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rogional Power to dspart from thase rules. This explains, pezhaps, why
international unanimity against ireq crystallised go quickly and why che Security

Council adopted such crucial resolutions to confront the crisiz and its serious
ramificatione,
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There can be no doubt that the ¢ Ssptember 1990 Eelsinki summit betwesen
Presidents George Bush and Mikhail Gorbachev was an important milestons on the road
towards the laying of the foundations of a new internstional order that is based on
respect for the principles of the United Natious Charter and intermational law. We
fully support the joint statement of the Helsinki summit, which reiterated saveral
fundamental principles, among the most important of which is that no peaceful
international ordor is possible if larger States ars pormitted to devour their
smaller neighbours.

It may be appropriate now to pause to consider & few points of special
importance to my delegation by virtues of their relevance to regional security and
their impact on cur vision of the future of the region in which we live and the
Arab nation to which we belong.

The first point relates to our abzolute rejectionm - which I reiterate - of the
logic of occupation by force of the territory of others or the invasion ¢f one
State by another and its annexation under threat of the use of arms. The starting
point to deal with this subject in all its dangerous and complicated dimensions is
that we must not hesitate to tackie it. Nor must we be satisfied with voicing
protests that are devoid of conteat and do not produce results. For if we do so we
shall be contributing, intentionally or uninteatiomally, to the aggravation of the
damage to international legitimacy. Our clear aim should be tc prevent
developments from jeopardizinmg peace and security in the Gulf regior and to insist
on the implementation of Security Council resolutions in lstter ard inm spirit.

The second point relates to the importance of emphasizing the right of any
State to adopt all legitimate measures of self-defence and safeguard the eecﬁrity
and safety of its citizers, in accordance with Article 51 of the Charter, which

deals with lsgitimate self-defence. In that context, we laud che alacrity of
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the sister and friendly States - totalling more than 22 from Africa, Asia,
Australia, EBurope, Worth America and South America - in responding to the
iavitation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to Join it in the defence of its
territory, and in responding to the behests of international legitimacy with
determination and firmness in order to deter aggressioa and preserve peace in the
Gulf region.

The third point relates to our conviction that the Middle East must be made a
Zone free of weapons of mass destruction, namely nuclear, chomical and biological
weapons. The achievemnt of that goal will be a step forward towards safeguarding
the future of peace-loving States ia the region and removing the spectre of the
auclear and chemical threat under which they live. This is a regquirement that
stems from the legitimate right of thosze States to self-defence and to deter any
attempt to violate their inalienable rights. It is also in keeping with the
concepts, values and trends of our age.

There are saveral political, economic and social issues on which our attention
and that of the world is focused. Foremost among them is the guestion of the
Palestinian people and the various kinds of suppression and terror used by the
Israeli occupying authorities against the jintifadah. It is therefore imperative
that a just and comprehensive settlement of the question of Palestine ba achievea
through the convening of an international conference on peace in the Middle Rast
under the auspices of the United Naticns, in accordance with General Assembly
resolutions 43/176 of 15 Docembar 1988 and 44/42 of 6 December 1989, with the
participation of all the parties concerned and of the parmanent members of the
Security Council, in order to enable the Palestinian people to exercise their right

to self-determination and to the establishment of a State of their own on their
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national soil. The conference should alsoc stress the need for the withdrawal of
the Israeli occupation forces from the occupied Arab territories, including
southern Lebanon and the Syrian Golan Heights.

As regards Lebanon, it was gratifying to see the parties comcerned in this
crisis agreeing to the Taif accord which represents a basic foundation for national
unity. We welcome the Lebanese Parliament's ratification imn August 1990 of that
important instrument, and hail it as a historic step towards the implementation of
all phases of the accord, the restoration of Lebanon's unity and the preservation
of its independence and sovereignty.

The world is united in stating that racial discrimination and the policy of
apartheid are a blatant violation of human principles and the dignity of mankind,
and contravene the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of
_ Human Rights. On 14 December 1989, the General Assembly at its sixteenth special
session, adopted by consensus the Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive
Consequences in Southern Africa, which sets out principles that can be acceptable
points for the elimination of gpartheid in Scuth Africa.

As regards the Cyprus problem, we hope progress can be achieved in the
dialogue between the two Cypriot communities under the auspices of the
Secretary-General, so that the unity of Cyprus can be restored.

The Xorean gquestion also occupies the attention of the international community
today owing to positive developments on the political level in the two Koreas. We
reiterate our support for all efforts aimed at reuniting the two parts of ths
Korean peninsula and at realizing the hopes of the Korean psople through the

accomplishment of national unity.
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The political changes in the world today, notably the policy of détente
between the two supsr-Powars and the tendency of the majority of States to abide by
the provisions of the Charter ané the principles of international law have not been
refiected in an improvement of the deteriorating economic situation of the
developing countries, which continue to suffer from tho excruciating economic
crises that are the legacy of the 19703 and 1980s. Perhaps the debt crisis, the
negative effects of which the world began to suffer in the early 1980s, is the most
striking of the problems that devaloping countries have been facing of late, since
it has led to economic recession and in the insbility of a number of those
countries to meet their finmancial obligations. There are indications that the
adverse effects of the deteriorating economic corditions in the developing
countries will not be limited to thoss countries, but will spill over and affect
the developed countries as well,

It is our sincere hope that international co-operation can be strengthened in
order to settle this indabtadness within the framework of the United Nations. We
hope too that the obligations set out in the economic declaration of the eighteenth
special session of the Ganera) Assenmbly, devoted to international economic
co-operation, iu particular to the revitalization of economic growth and
development of the developing countries, will be duly honoured and implemented in
isolation from political differsaces. We also hope for success in efforts to
Secure the adoption of the International Developmext Strategy for the Fourth United

Nations Development Decades.
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Since the founding of the United Nations, this Hall has witnessed numerous
debates and discussions oa the problems, crises and dangers that beset the world.
Those debates and discussions were held in the hope of securing the support of the
United Nations in resolving them, and containing their causes. Our viewpoints on
those issues sometimes converged but, ﬁore often than not, diverged.

The reason we are now hopeful and optimistic is that the current session of
the General Assembly is convened at a time when the world is experiencing the
easing of teunsion with regard to a number of international issues and an important
transformation in the functions of the United Nations, the trustworthy custodian of
the world's interests and a major partner in facing up to the dangers that confront
it. This puts our Organization back om track, for the role prescribed for it by
its Charter is that of a ceatre for co-ordinating the actions of nations and a
vehicle for adopting the important decisions required for the preservation of
international legitimacy and respect for the provisions of international law and
the principles of justice, with all that this requires in clarity of thought and
flexibility of action.

We lock forward to the day when this living edifice for peace which the
authors of the Charter envisioned is completed, so that it may proceed with sure
steps towards achieving affluence and prosperity for 2ll the peoples of the world.

Zhe PRESIDENI: We have heard ths last speaker for this evening.

I shall now call on those representatives who wish to speak in exercise of the
right of reply.

May I remind members that, in accordance with General Assembly decision
34/401, statements in exercise of the right of reply are limited to 10 minutes for
the first intervention and to five minutes for the second and should be made by

delegaticns from their seats.
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RE (interpretaticn from French): In her
statement today, the representative of New Zealangd challenged my country over
undergrounq nuclear testing which France has been conducting in its territory in
Polynesia. My delegation once again recalls that French underground nuclear
testing - I repeat "underground” - does not in the least harm théiinterests of the
States of the region, the health of those who live there or the environmeant, as
several international verification missions have been able to see. The missions'
studies are available tc all.

I would add that when resclution 44/119 F was adopted the French delegation
reminded the Assembly of the reascons why my country was not able to subscribe to
the Protocol to the Treaty of Rﬁrotonga. and our position has not changed.

Ms. WILLBERG (New Z2aland): The statement made by the representative of
France does not, in our view, address the points made by the New Zealand Minister
for Disarmament and Arms Control in her statement in the general debate this
morning.

The opposition of New Zealand and other South [ xcific Forum States to nuclear
testing has been voiced consistently in this and other forums for decades. We
cannot accept that a region that is committed to nuclear-free principles should be
used as a test site for the development of auclear-weapons technology. We have, of
course, been told by France that the testing is safe. If the nuclear-testing
programme is as safe as France claims, why are the tests conducted in our part of
the world and not in metropolitan France?

We acknowledge that France has made an effort to demonstrate that its testing
Frogramme i, conducted to a high standard of safety. But we need more than that to
convince us. Our view remains that the programme is unacceptable, both in regard
to keeping the South Pacific region nuclear-weapon-free and in regard to the

potential threat it poses to the Pacific environment.,
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For those reasons. we continue to call on France to cease its testing
programma in our regicn.

fhe PRESIDENT: The Observer of Palestine has asked to be allowed to
reply to the statement made by one of the speakers in the general debate. I intend
to call on him to make a statemeat in reply on the basis of resolution 3237 (XXIX)
of 22 November 1974 and resolution 43/177, of 15 December 1588, taking duly into
account the ruling made by the President of the thirty-Ifirst session and the
precedents established under similar circumst=zuces during subseguent sessions of
the Assembly.

Mr, TERZI (Palestine): It is ironic that the Foreign Minister of Israel
considorsd that

“A wondrous vision thus unfolds before our eyes - masses of people reinstating

their national identity and rejoining their brethren in their homeland®.
We all recall that he was referring te vwhat he called

"the unboltiag of the gates of the Soviet Union before its Jews"
and the mass transfer of what he said were

"our people to their national home ..."

I say that it is ironic, ‘because we all know that Israel persists in bolting
the gates of the occupied homes and Property in Palestine and preveuts the
Palestinians not only from rejoining their brethren in their homeland, but from
returning to their own homes, retirning to their own property, returnivng to their
own fields to2 plough them again, and returning to their own trees, which they

themselves planted.
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That is not only a violationm of the inzlienable rights of the Palestinians; it
is a violatiorn of the principles of the Universal Daclaration of Human Rights and
the principles enshrined in the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights.,

Israel has failed to comply with the basic condition for its acceptance as a
member of this Organization. I am referring to the issue of its compliance - ar,
rather, non-compliance - with resolution 194 (IIXI). 1Israsl persists in its
policies and practices of spiriting across and transfering all the Palestinians
beyond the river into the desert and into the wilderness.

Is it really necessary to recall the overwheiming support for the call to
convene the International Peace Conference on the Middle East? I refer to
resolution 44/42, adopted last year with 151 Member States in favour. Israel and
two others voted against it.

The General Assembly has already endorsed a Peace plan specifying the
guidelines for the achievement of peace. It has identified the participants and
the hopes for peace in the Middle East through a just solution of the Palestine
question. In xo uncertzin terms, the General Assembly has manifested . support
for the Palestinian peace initiative adepted by the Palestine Mational Council,
which was proclaimed in the General Assembly in Decembar 1988 by President
Yasser Arafat.

The General Assembly has prescribed the process for peace in the Middle East.
But it is Israel that keeps repeating its farcical plan of May 1989, which is in
fact a negative response to, or, rather, a rejection of, the peace call by the
General Assembly. ‘

One has only to recall that when the Government of the United States of
Americe elaborated on the Israeli Plan it was Israel again that rejected the Baker

plan,
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All the Palestinians, whether those under Israeli repression and military rule
or those in their places of dispersion, unanimously support the Palestine
Liberation Organization as their sole and legitimate representative. Should
anybody really have any doubt, I would request the Security Council to demand the
holding of a referendum in the occupied territory, under the Security Council's
auspices, a referendum that would not be held in the shadow of the Israeli

occupation and under its boots and bayonets.
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We wish to recall what President Bush saiq this morning and we hope it will
materialize., Re Proposed that the United Nations appoint a special co-ordinator
for electoral assistance. Why not start now and have the Unitea Nations,
specifically the Security Council, run and supervise those elections in the
Palestiniay territories occupied by Israel, This is a challenge - a challenge to
the Peace-loving pecples, a challenge by the heroic children of the intjfadah.
Will the United Nations prevail ana éasure the peace process or will Israel be
Permitted to pursue its brutelity against the Palestinian People and thus obstruct
the peace process and pose a permaneat threat to international peace and security?

And, finally, allow me to repeat what was stated this morning:

"The Lord will give strength unto his people. The Lord will bless his People

with poace."

Yes, we here are all people of the Lord because God is not selective and He

does not discriminate.
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