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AGENDA ITEM 151

CEREMONY FOR THE PRESENTATION OF THE DECLARATION AND PLAN OF ACTION ADOPTED BY
WORLD LEADERS AT THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

The PRESIDENT: I declare open the ceremony for the presentation of the
Declaration and Plan of Action adopted by world leaders at the World Summit for
Children.

I shall now call on the Prime Minister of Canada, Mr. Brian Mulroney,

Co-President of the World Summit for Children.

Mr, Brian Mulroney, Prime Minister of Canada, was escorted to the rostrum,

Mr. MULRONEY (Canada) (interpretation from French): On behalf of my
Co-President, President Traore of Mali, I have the honour to submit a report on our
deliberations this weekend.

(continued in English)

No one suffers more from poverty than children, and never has that suffering
been more evident to the people of the world. Every day, 365 days a year, 40,000
children around the worid die entirely preventable deaths. Millions more go hungry

or are denied education or are abused,



FMB/3 A/45/7PV.14
6

(Mr. Mulroney, Canada)

Seventy-one world leaders came to New York this weekend to do something about
the suffering that these numbers have come to represent. Yesterday's gathering of
world leaders shed greater light on some of the world's darkest and most shameful
secrets: child hunger and poverty, homelessness, disease, exploitation and
illiteracy. We saw faces of joy as well as tears of pain in the video produced for
the Summit.

(spoke_in French)

We discussed issues never lbefore on a Summit agenda - childhood diseases,
family planning, the responsibility of parents towards their children.

No one who came to this Summit can be satisfied with the status quo. We all
agreed that the problems confroating the world's children must be addressed
urgently. The question is not simply that of poverty: many are neglected in
affluent modern societies as well. We also found that the healthy development of
children involves a number of aspects - economic, medical and technological.
(continued in Engligh)

On a subject that lends itself so easily to gemeralizations, the goal of the
Summit was to catalyse practical action by Governments, international
organizations, non-governmmental organizations and families - who will always have
the major responsibility to provide a loving environment for the children of the
world. The objuctive was to move the issue higher up on the policy agendas of all
participating countries.

At the Conference, 71 world leaders, inciuding leaders who will follow me to
the rostrum - the President of Mexico, the President of the United States and

others - endorsed a common Declaration and an important Plan of Action.
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{(spoke in French)

In the Declaration, they pisdged to obey ten main principles covering all of
the areas from immunization to clean water, touching upon planned parenthood and
the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.
(continued in English)

With the cold war over and the United Nations functioning in magnificent
style, as its architects envisioned it would, with Germany uniting and the Soviet
Union undergoing profound reforms, it is clear that humanity is capable of profound
change and new directions. The lesson is that our past does not have tc dictate
our destiny, that mew futures are possible if we set our minds to the task.

The endorsement of the Declaration and the Plan of Action this weekend was an
indispensable step to bringing all Governments to act. It would be premature to
say that the Summit was a success. The true success of the Summit will be
discernible only in the years ahead, as nations implement their commitments and
invest strategically in their most valuable resource, their children.

I have already been in contact with the heads of the major multilateral
financial institutions and their response has been most encouraging. Already, the
work of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the World Bank and other
regional banks is shifting to complement the efforts of national Governments.

The World Bank's intention to increase its lending for primary care to
5 per cent of its total lending will mean half a biliion dollars a year for primary
education and basic health measures. This increase should make a most important
contribution in improving the lives of children, particularly children in
developing countries, who mo urgently and desperately need the help not only of
lending agencies but of every person in the Assembly today. By bringing the leaders

of the world to & common datermination to take up this challenge, the Summit
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gives us all hope that child poverty and suffering will not always be with us. The
Summit, largely a creatioa of Jim Gramt and his excellent staff at the United
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), has given the issue of children some important
impetus. And now political will must keep the ball rolling.

It is my privilege to join with my Co-President, President Traore, in
presenting the Conference Declaration to the President of the General Assembly. On
behalf of the 71 world leaders who have signed them, we sincerely commend these
documents to all of you, to all countries, to the United Nations and to its
constituent agencies and to communities everywhere.

May I once again express the gratitude of all members, and that of the
71 leaders who participated, to the Secretary-Goneral and his remarkable staff for
their comtribution, to Jim Grant and all the people of UNICEF for having made it
such a marvellous success. My thanks to all of you.

Zhe PRESIDENT: I thank the Prime Minister of Canada.
It will give me great pleasure to accept the Declaration and the Plan of

Action adopted by world leaders at the World Summit for Childran.

The PRESIDENT: It is for me a source of deep satisfaction that my term
as President of the Generai Assemmbly coincides with the holding of the World Summit
for Children. The gathering this weekend of 71 Heads of State and Government to
apply their wisdom, vision and political commitment to goals and strategies for the
survival, protection and development of children throughout the world is a unique
occasion. It signifies the determination to act ia concert on behalf of the
millions of suffering children, not only out of a feeling of compassion but as an
expression of political will and regard for improving the human condition of

children.
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In assessmenta.of the Organization's achievements, the adoption by the General.
Assembly on 20 November 1989 of the United Nations Convention on the Rightslot the
Child, which came into force on 2 September, is generally recognized as a landmark
event which embodies a comprehensive list of goals for the wall-being of children.

I am convinced that the adoption of the Declaration on the Survival,
Protection and Development of Childrem, alony with a very specific Plan of Action,
by the participants in the World Summit for Children will accelerate the
ratification and implementation of the Convention oa the Rights of the Child.

I should like to extend my warm congratulatioms tc the siz initiating
Governments of the World Summit which, with the support of UNICEF, organized the
Summit. I also wish to pay tribute to our Secretary-General, who provided the good
offices of the United Nations in support of this historic initiative.

The well-being of children was the theme of the Summit. Let us seek to
harmonize and renew our efforts so that we may hand on to the “succeeding
generations", to which our Charter appropriately refers, a world in which
starvation, disease, poverty and privation are memories of the past and not the

inheritance of the future.
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During these last weeks we have seoen ths sovereignty and independence of a
State abused. Every day ve have heard the msnacing signs of an approaching war.
We are caught up in a struggle to ensure the observance of the rule of law in
international relations and the need to maintain peace. May we, through the
authority which comes from this, the most ropresentative of all organs of our
Organization, the Assembly of 160 nations, appeal to those who have the immediate
responsibility in shaping the course of events, and perhaps of history, that there
is no loss of face for any State in adhering to the Chartar of our Organization,
that there is no loss of face in the search for a peaceful settlement of a
dispute. Nothing is lost im pursuing that goal. We owe it to our children not to
add to the thousands who die every Qay from avoidable causes, the thousands who may
die and the many who will suffer. %o owe it to our children and to world peace.
But it has to be a peace in freedom. This is our permanent plan of action as the
collective responsibility of our Assembly.

In this spirit, I am pleassed to accept the Declaratiom on the Survival,
Protection and Development of Children and the Plan of Action.

I declare cicsed the ceremony on the presentation of the Declaration and Plan
of Action adopted by the world lsaders at ths World Summit for Childrea.

We have thus concluded our comsideration of agenda item 151,

ADDRESS BY MR. CARLOS SALINAS DE GORTARI, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED MEXICAN STATES

Ihe PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now hear an address by the President of

the United Mexican States.
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The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly, I have the honour to
welcome to the United Nations the President of the United Mexican States,
His Bxcellency Mr. Carlos Salinas de Gortari, and to invite him to address the
Asserbly. ‘
2;ggjggn:_ﬁbﬁ;ﬂgﬁ_ﬂg_ﬁggxhxl (interpretation from Spanish): In
addressing these words to the General Assembly upon the inauguration of its
forty-fifth session, I bring a message of friendship and cordiality from the
Mexican people. The report of the Secretary-General on the work of the
Organization for the past year tells of the new will and spirit of its Members, as
well as the grave risks that still exist. I should like to underscore the
praiseworthy efforts of Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar, who has
successfully used his talent for conciliation in resolving difficulties and in
promcting a veritable rebirth of the United Nations. In Javier Paerez de Cuellar,
Mexico recognizes a conscientious emissary of peace.

I should also like o congratulate Ambassador Guido de Marco, who, as
President of the General Assembly, wiil undoubtedly guide the work of this historic
session to the successful conclusion our present circumstances require.

We welcome the Principality of Liechtenstein as a Member of our Organization.
Mexico has always defended the principle of the universality of the United Nations:
consequently, we hope that we shzll soon be celebrating the ent:y of those States
that still remain outside the system.

This is, in a sense, the house of the nations, a house built to foster the
secure, civilized coexistence of all peoples. Today the life of the United Nations
is attuned to the pulse of the world. I arrive here at a time of great
readjustments and unaccustomed hopes. I come with the firm belief that peace and
co-cperation in the world are possible because they are indispensable. I come,

moreover, with the experience of the changes occurring in my country, which stem
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fiox our circumstances and our determination but are closely bound up with the
winds of world cheznge.

Today wa are experiencing an unexpected shift in history. It is a time of
clashes between the past and the present, between vhat is global and what iz local,
between power and law. It is a time of imminent risks and also of opportunities
that had not been expacted in this century. Institutional structures, globai
balances and our very heliefs have changed. Over and above heliefs, goography and
levels of development, there is a new general awareness that economies must be
restructured and political practices must be modified in keeping with the new
context of interdependence among nations. Today its most positive expression lies
in a2 new attitude and new language used in dealing with what were once believed %o
be unaltsrable necessities. These final years of the century are marked not only
by man's mastering of nature without harming it but also by the lifting of his
spirit. Historic opportunities for building a future which must be common to all
bu™~ which can also be more civilized and pProsperous are opening for our generation.

This is not a time for complacency. Today, in the political sphere, we are
witnessing the end of the cold war and we celebrate with great hope the active
talks between the super-Powers. I recognize the courage and imagination their
leaders have shown in escaping from the supposed inevitability that held the world
trapped in folly and madness. For the United Nations, the new times have signalled
the end vf the Security Council's paralysis and the necessary strengthening of
effective multilateral actiox.

At the same time, we see with distress that détente, and even co-operation,
between éouars which follow differeat but convergent courses, do2s not guarantee
the end of regional conflicts, nor eacourage development in the countries of the

South. Enormous amounts of resources formerly devoted to confrontation in Europe
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have no military purbouo today. Will they remain mired in the routine ostiblilhod
during the era of cold-war mentalicty? Will the great Powers be capeble of
redirecting their coacorns and their resources towards the shaping of a world in
which international law iz the only barrier to the rule of force? Recant svents
have abruptly reminded us how illusory optimism czn be unless we correct major
imbalances, unless wa have the will to abide by racognized law. Let us hope that
the pressnt day, when total war is being abandoned, does not prove also to be a
time for the aggravation of inequalities between North and South and for the

escalation of local conflicts.
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The economic sphere is dominated by new trends that are permeating cultures
throughout the werid. The interdepandencs of economies has accentuated global
financial and trade links. We are witnessing an aggressive battle over qualicy,
price and promptness in the exchange of goods and services. The imperative of
competition is redefining the terms of production, social relations, and evan
family life. Never befors has there beeam such great potemtial for developmant.
But, as has happoned.on & number of occasions, there are also ths lengthening
shadows of unilateral actions, the danger of recession znd the devastating impact
of outside events on the best efforts and the most heartfelt desires of the
developing nations.

The formation of economic blocs is shaping a new multipolar crder. Those
blocs could give a major impetus to global economic activity if they were to remain
open to trade, with high levels of aavingg for foreign investment and lower
world-wide interest rates. That scenario would support the programmes of
adjustment and structural change of many countries. Such blocs may, however, look
first and foremost to their own interests and raise new protectionist barriers,
thereby increasing thLa imbalances in the international economy. Much depends on
rsaching a favourab1§ conclusion at the Uruguay Round.

Faced with these facts and trends, the world today has realized that a nation
cannot promote its independence by erecting walls or by isolating itself, whether
for reasons of fear or reasons of nostalgia. Insularity in today‘'s world is a very
costly fantasy. To be late in entering global competition means delaying responses
to sociai demands and putting the viability of nations at risk. But to weaken a
people’'s awareness of its identity and throw into disarray its desire to govern its
own affairs is even worse. Defending sovereignty in today's world demands
deliberate direction of the internal changes that occur in a country if its people

are not to suffer involuntarily the effects of world-wide change.
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Change affects evaryone. Wa shaze the joy of the German people, which wiil
soon live in a unified country. We adnire the diligont efforts of the leaders who
have demolished ths wall of misunderstanding that divided familiss and splic a
single history inte twe brﬁnchos. The unificacion of Germany. the other paticns
involved in the autumn revolution of 1980 and the new deaocraclcsliu‘Latan Amarica
represent psrhaps the most spectscular changes. But industrislized satlons tac ars
hastening te carry out changes that will enable them o retain their competitive
edge, reduce deficits., streamlime bureaucracies, oxpand their political rights and
fresdoms and gain accecs o new technologies. MNo country iz so stromg that it cen
ignore change, nor is any country a0 weak that it cannot represent an element of
risk to the world. |

We in Mexico recognize this new situstion in the world. The preegpact of
population growth 2nd the new context of internationsl compatition are the major
challenges that Mexico faces. Our population now numbers aznniliion, and over
1.5 million Mexicans are added every yesr. BKistoric deficienciss and.grinding
poverty exist side by side with a modern, diverse and demanding society. It hag
therefore been essentisl to easure sustaianed and stable economic growth.

At the same time, we are adapting our political preactices to provide & morae
sound basis for participation in the world that is curréntly taking shape.
Mexicans will define their own role in tho international context.

For several years the Masxican sconomy has been undergoing a process of
adjustment simed at achieving price stability and impreving the efficiency of the
production apparatus. The comsistancy of our ecomomic programme has produced very
encouraging results. We Mexicans have learat lessons that we can never forgesc.

We consider it an absolute priority to maintain strict fiseal discipline, as

the siz2 of the public deficit defines the wmargins for action to stabilizs the
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sconomy and carry out structursl reforms. Mexico once had ono of the world's most
clossd eccnomies; now it has one of the most open. This tramnsition to stability
makes rapid trade liberaliszation apd effective deragulation essential if we are to
boost the efficiency of the production apparatus, bring domestic prices into line
with those of other countries and stimulate technological change.

Mexico took the opportunity te nagotiate a reduction in the sarvicing of its
foreign debt, and this has made the country‘'s prospscts more secure. We alto
privatizsd non-strategic enterprises - doing so in stages - to maximize publie-
revenues and sacure the State's ability to meet its prire rasponsibilities. Mexico
promotes foreign investment by permitting access to broader areas of the economy
and by providing the essential legal security. Today new forms of association
between Government and exporters are making it possible to penetrate and hold
markets,

In our circumstences this path has led to a stronger ecconomy and to a naw,
more productive amd co-operative spirit in our society. The changez we have made
have reached into sll areas of our naticnel 1ife. Mexico is undertaking an
in-depth reform of the State. Maxicans are changing their imstitutions and
democratic practices. We hazve a more vigorous and competitive political-party
system. Agreement betwsen partiez has produced new electoral legislation. We have
created a better aystsm to protect human rights and to combat drug trafficking and
prevent offenders from escaping punishment. Rights sre exerciscd freely every
day. But the most important measure has been to charnel a new social energy into
the raiging of living standards, mainly for those Mexicanz who have the least even

though they are making the greatest sfforts.
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Mexico seeke to participate actively in all the economic bloes and to
@stablish agreements that will enable us to secure new markets znd attract new
ianvestment. At this very moment, my country is involved in talks with the United
States on the signing of a free-trade agresment that will respond to the
liberalizztion of our economy, facilitate access of our products to markets abroad,
and settls any trade disputes betwesn our countries in an objective manner. The
inclusion of Canada in the agreement would result in the formation of the world's
largest market. To the south, we are seaking to streangthen eccunomic relations with
the rest of Latin America and to lay the foundations for freer trade. Our naw
links with Eurcpe and with Japan and the other nations of the Pacific should serve
to increase our exports and attract lnvestment and technolegy. This effort also
makes us a bridge between the two oceans.

Mexico beli;ves that the economic cohesion of blocs should not stem from a
desirs to protection against real compstition. They are born of geography and
culture, and their members should interact through increased trade and a greater
knowledge of each other. Mexico therafors seeks to renew the cultural world of
Latin America. Although shaped by Western tradition, we kanow that we are different
because of the other cultures that have gone into moulding the Latin American
identity. Our aim is to remove the barriers that impede not only the movement of
goods and people but also the spread of the idea of achieviang unity while
maintaining each country's sovereignty.

The Americas astonished the world almost 500 years age with the greatness of
their native civilizations, the wealth of their rescurces and the creativity of
their peoples. Today in Latin America there ia a renewed spirit - a democratic and
productive spirit, a-spirit of juscice and solidarity - that one day will zgain

astonish the world. Mexico is committed to that future.
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There was a time, not long ago, when the language that prevailed at this
Assembly was that of the crisis of multilateralism. All the wrongs of the world
were recapitulated and, above all, stress was placed on the deficiencies of the
mechanisms that existed and the vweaknesses of the international community in
righting them. This attitude always met with a Geaf sar from soma, angry reactions
from others and impatience from everyorne. That was an effect of the cold war.

Since the earliest days of the United Nations, and for more than a century
before that, Mexico consistently expressed its gupport for respect for the right of
nations to self-determination and non-intervention from abroad, for the legal
equality of States and the peacoful settlement of conflicts as principles for
civilized coexistence among nations: it has been a crusade in favour of
internatioznal law. On occasion, our appeals - the only recourse available to a
peace-loving nation - went unnoticed by those who adhered to power politics and
rejected what they considered the naive politics of law. Today, we feel that the
change in the world is proving us right. In the name of international law and its
world-wide application, the cold war is disappearing and the community of nations
is responding to the challenge of the Xraqi invasion of Kuwait.

The Security Council has condemned the use of force, has taken measures to
impose sanctions on the aggressor and to dissuade him, 2nd has indicated ways to
make those sancticns offective. Mexico hss endorsed the resolutions of the
Security Council and has already adopted, within its own sphere, the pertinent
decisions for their implementation. We call for the immedizte and unconditiopal
withdrawal of the Iraqi troops currently in Kuwait, the immediate release of the
hostages detained by arbitrary force, and full respect for the Vienna conventions

on diplomatic and consular immunities for individuals ard precincts. If the force
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of human rights is the most powerful idaa of the mcdern era, invasion is the most
consummate form of wviolating it. Interanational diplomacy is here facing a new
challenges.

The world has changed, and Mexico has changed as wsll; but the value of
transformation lies in preserving gains which must not be relinquished. If reason,
toleraance, co-operation and a sense of justice are regained through change, then
change will have dirsction and depth. Since its founding, that has been the
watchword of the United Nations: the sbiding rule cof law as opposed toc the
arbitrary will of the powerful; negotiation and recenciliation of intarestes inatead
of the use of force; consultation., concerted agreemant and co-operation as msans of
gettling differances, of mitigating conflicts and banishing war. The United
Nations was an act of legal and political creativity., of culture and civiliszation
against irratiénality and barbarism. Change has shown us that we car be
responsible to ourselves, to past generations and to those yet to come in a way the
world has never yet known. We should not let this historic opportunity pass us by.

This is a representative forum or, to be more precise, it is the premier forum
of world public cpinicn. Today, the General Assenbly can also bs the conduit of
the new era of exchaages based on the principle of sovereign equality and in
keeping with the norms of international law. Thus, it is painful to racall how
meny times in the past adopted resolutions have been iguored, and hearteaing today
to see the norms reaspected. I come to this General Agsembly persuaded that all
Memher States are committed to strengthening the process of recovesy of the United
Nations which has now begun. There is a historic mission to carry out, and today
w3 ars closer ﬁhan ever before to accompliishing it.

We embark upon.the decade of the 1990s beset by international uncertainties,

but knowing that we havs it in us to resolve them. The fundamsntal tacks of



EF/S A/45/PV,14
23

(Bresident Salinas de Gortari)
international law are those concerned with world stability, with the agendas of war
and peace, of dsvelopment and social justice in the world. The far-reaching
changes have given & global character to potential responsez to these major threats
to the desire for productive and peaceful coexistence. The world-wide effort to
sliminate the origins of conflicts again finds its firmest vesolve in the
astablishment of law.

To a large extent, the danger representsd by the regional conflicts that we
are experiencing today derives from the arms race. Commitments in the field of
arms reduction, particularly the reduction of nuclear and chemical waapons, and
agreoments for reducing trafficking in armaments, are key issues for peace in the
decade of the 1980s.

There are encouraging signs. The Treaty botween the United States and the
Soviet Union on the Blimination of Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range
Miesiles, snd the understanding reached on 2 50 per cent reduction in their
strategic long-rangs nuclear arsenals are very pﬁsitive factors. These have helped
to create a favourable atmosphere for the European negotiations on the reduction of
conventional arsenals, and have contributed favourably to an enhanced climate of
détente. Respect for others, both within each nation and between States, iz the
political basis for negotiation and the underlying principle of international law.
He call on all nations in our hemisphere and throughout the world to subscribe to
treaties such ae those of Tlatelolco and Rarotonga. Let us reduce the levels of
cenventional weapons and military budgets, and may the gsavings achieved thereby be
directed towards developmsat and not towards destruction.

The search for peace has led us to recognize concerted regional agresment as
one of the most suitable ways of creating favourable conditions for negotiations.
Central America, the pain-wracked isthmus of our continent, has beer assailad by

armed conflict snd a draining of its economies for more tham a decade. With
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respsct for all coancerned, Mexico has worked, first bilaterally, then
multilateraily and subseguently through its presant efforts within the Group of Rio
and under the San Jose Accord, to bring the conflict to an end and to initiate a
stage in which there will be development. Achieving peace in the region depends,
first of all, on the temacious efforts of the countries in the szone; the Esquipulas
agreements are among the best examples of theass. The Central Amsrican Governments
are on the road to reconciliation and peace. They demand and deserve international
support for their efforts. Just as resources were deliverad to the warring parties
during the time of conflict, they should now be provided to the Governmants
responsible for the Qevelopment of the region. That is not occurring, and is
alarming because the population dynamics and the age-old deficiencies of the region
mean that there can bs no lasting peace unless it is based on economic improvement.

Regional péace-seeking groups are irreplaceable. Efforts to solve the
Cambodian conflict involve the resclute particiﬁation of the members of the
Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and other countries in the region.
Progress in solving the problems of southern Africa have been based largsly on the
efforts of the front-line countries: the regional agreement is a gage of the
processes leading towards peace. We expect the invaluable co-cperation of the Arab
League in finding a prompt solution to the problems in the Persian Gulf,

Another war of global dimensions is being waged against drug trafficking and
terrorism, increasingly united in their criminal conspiracy against humanity. Here
again, 2 new concept has been accepted that recognizes the true international
nature of the problem and eliminates any pretext for not acting. It is a chain of
terror that includes production,vdisttibution and consumption as differant parts of

one and the same threat.
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Simultaneous measures must be taken to provide production cptions in places
where drug crops are planted, te fight drug traffickers and to educate and
rehabilitate those who consume drugs. The 1988 Vienna Conventica against illicit
traffic in narcotic drugs and the preparation of a world plan of action are highly
encouraging efforts. We trust that the new structure of United Nations agencies
will effectively assist in multilaterally approaching this scourge.

In Mexico's case, drug trafficking not only threatens the heaith of our young
people but also undermines national security and the strength of our institutionms.
In the course of my administration, Mexico has lost more than 100 people in this
war, has arrested over 20,000 drug traffickers and has prevented 7 billion doses of
marijuana and 3 billion doses of cocaine and heroin from reaching the youth of the
world by confiscating drugs with a street value of $120 billion. Such is the depth
of Mexice's commitment to the war on drug trafficking. It must not be forgotten,
however, that the rule of law prevails in its fight at all times. We cannot allow
rights to be violated when we wage this war, much less permit the sovereignty of
States to be violated for such a purpose. Unswerving determination and full and
respectful collsboration are the civilized solution, as they are in all questions
of war and peace.

Lack of development and of social progress holds the same potential for
disrupting global stability as have conflict and war. The highest hopes for this
new age of multipolarity, an age characterized by respsct and co-operation, will
mean little if the promotion of growth and productive employment to reduce poverty
is nullified by protectionist barriers, negative terms of trade and the net
transfer of the South's resources to the industrialized world. The grievous and

widening gap between rich and poor countries is a source of concerm to all,
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World-wide environmental detorioration and pollution jeopardise social
development and underming the productive endeavours of our nations. This prcblem,
whose origin and conseguernces extand across national frontiers, demands a
multilateral solution.

Development and environmental protecticn are compatible if zll of us accept
ocur responsiliility for the environment and if the necessary rescurces snd
technologies ares channelled to the developing countries to enable them to offer
their inhabitants options that do not decpeil the euvironment. HNorms of
coexistence that did not include the davelcping nations in the building of
prosperity would ignore the international community's reasor for existence and
waste the benefits of peace. The 1992 world Conference on Environment and
Development should be a turaing-point in the firm comaitment of the community of
nations to alleviate the harmful effects of envirommental deteriorationm.

Mexico is doing its part and is seeking to balance its industrialisation with
a healthy enviroament. We are protecting whales, dolphins and a doszsen of the
world's remeining 14 species of sea turtles that lay their egys on our beaches. We
are providing more protaction for our tropical forasts and are actively
participating ir the world strategy for preventing changes in the global climate.
We seak more co-operation, especially‘tinancial and technological ce-operation, in
attacking the problems of pollution ir Mexice City. This is a struggle in bohalf
of civilization, tho civilization that will come after us, which we cannot abandon
without rejecting our own nzture.

In the midst of the immsnse chezos that the Freach Revolution caused in Europe
two centures ago., in a world suddenly left without points of reference and
threatened by new forms of despotism. a philosopher of that age »nd of all ages

enthusiastically but cautiously disticguished betweon universal law, the promise
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of everlasting peace among nations and respect for the freedom of all. Today, when
the end of ths cold war is changing the world‘s geopolitics, when the people of
Eastern Eurcpe are once again finding the magnificence and the risks of fresdom and
when, at the same time, the danger of a war with unprecedanted consequances is
emerging and new problems ara gaining priority, we must return to the principles of
that centuries-cld perception.

What should the future of our Organization be? The circumstances that favour
the strengthening of the United Nations demand responsibility. The momentum of
these times bears with it the risk of tempting us to act in haste, to creats
functions for the United Nations that go beyond the provisions of its Charter,
functions that not all of its Member States are willing to undertake. Lat us,
therefors, reflect on our present condition, so that we can envisage a future that,
while not free from problems, will have common rules for resclving them.

What cannot be put off is the implementation of the fundamental principles set
forth in the Charter of the United Nations, waich ar® Mexico's principles as well.
The interdespendecnce of the modern world and the conviction that there are global
problems whoze solution can be attained only through international action have led
some to cast doubt on the validity of those principles. That is an erroneous view:
the most progressive forms of international organization that have emerged in
recant times have had as their point of departure the twian rights of territorial
integrity and political sovereignty. That is whera the ultimate legitimacy of the
Organisation resides, and that is what offers the possibility of achieving
agreemants aimed at constructive and effective international action. States are
the arena of self-determination, and only through respect for them is international

determination possible.
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The challenge 6f our times is to recognize that the trend towards
globalization demands the effective application of international law to establish
the rules governing co-operative efforts in the face of problems that., by their
very nature, are international. Put this should never mean a weakening of the
sovereignty of States om the pPretext of a supposed worid community of individuals.
Let us not repeat the mistake of establishing a universal rationale aimed at wiping
avay the history of peoples.

It is possible for us to view the werld as an entity only because ws hold a
point of view, our own, that of each nation. That is why our attachment to values,
to history, to culture, which is the cement of societies, persists and indeed is
growing stronger. Sovereignty and democracy are essential in a world of
interdependenca. Only thus will self-government serve to make commitments, forge
links and be open to the community of nations. Only a real détente can lead to
genuine changes.

The lawful defeace and promotion of the sovereign interrelationship of nations
does not conflict with the certainty of nationai identity but rather requires it.
The scale of the worid's great problems can no longer be used as a pretext for
practising new forms of interventionism and hegemonism. To each citizen, each
family and each scciety, forming part of a political community is something of
decisive value. Only those that are sovereign agents respected by the
international community car be participants in international affairs. In the words
of Mexican internationalist Genaro Estradas

"No country should ask for something which the sovereigncy of

its own people gives it the right to receive."
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Uncertainty can cause fear, but it can also give risas to unexplored
opportunities. More than ever before, the current situation offers unique
conditions for conmstructivo encounters between nations. In order to take advantage
of this, we must cast aside our fear of the unknown. The effective protection of
nations requires giving free rein to their capabilities, not limiting them. It
means interacting and reaching agraement, not responding unilaterally. It means
having confidence in curselves so that we may take an active part in shaping world
history, which is one and the same and belongs to all. Are we prepared to give
politics and diplomacy a chance to work, despite their limitations, their siow
results, their unavoidabla but indispensable commitments?

In this regard the universal democratic idea is the grezt leéacy of these last
years of the century. Fragile though it is, it is being built throughout the world
in the face of waning but still dangerous resistance. The democratic idea reflects
the complexity of present-day societies: agreement between different men and women
who wish to live as a productive community under democracy:; respect for their
dignity and for their basic rights; the sum of talents that are free and capable of
facing global chailenges. In a sense a new utopia, richer than any that preceded
it, is emerging, born of a true confroatation between doctrinaire principles and
histerical facts. If the twentieth century were to leave us only this legacy, it
would be making its full contribution to mankind. For all nations, however, there
is still a long way to go, and the ideal is still far from becoming a reality.

World justice must become the heritage for the twenty-first century. Our
passion for democracy mast take into account the zeed to bring into being the
conditiéna that make it possible to exercise political and civil rights, enabling

them to flourish and make men brothers in spirit. Beyond any doubt, the initial
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effort must be imternal, national and continuous. But it also calls for the
participatior of tbe international community, through its institutions, in support
of the hardships suffered by entire peoples in their efforts to achieve more
prosperous lives.

International law will thus become all the more relevant, because the
interrelationship of interests and the globalization of political values will
necessarily lead to the joint solutions of common problems. The unquestionable
iink between development and peace makes it necessary to pursue dialogue and to act
in accordance with the law.

Mexico has maintaired and will always maintain a firm commitment to a policy
of principles. We believe in law as the foundation of a culture of respect among
nations. We believe in democracy as a'measure of peoples' own will. We seek a
more deeply rooted justice, both within our country and among nations. It cannot
be otherwise, because it is our conviction, rooted in our his@ory and our
geography, that the international principles of Mexico and the United.Nations do
indeed constitute a framework for action that better promotesz our interests. Law
ultimately constitutes an objective barrier - although unfortunately not an
insurmountable one - ¢o the arbitrary exercise of power.

The United Naticns is the most nearly perfect form of political organization
for the sovereign 1nterrelationsh1ps of States. As the interdependerce among
States increases, so too will the need to move forward to more effective levels of
organization. May the task of the United Naticns for the twenty-first century be
to establish democratic justice in the world,

The most important events in history have always been the result of achieving
something previocusly regarded as impossible. It would be futile to attempz to

place limits on the progress of free men, but it would be even more futile to try
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to place corst.aints on the effects of the commitmeat to act with goodwill. Today
in the United Nations we have a world Organization that gives full pricrity to
respect for intermational law and the principlesz of its founding Charter, an
Organization that guarantees the search for solutions to the global problems of our
time and that upholds the indissoluble link betweer peace and development. In
short, we have an Organization that promotes respect as one of the founding
principles of dsmocracy and of open, equitcable co-operation to make international
justice a reality. This is the only way to find hope for the worid.

Zhe PRESIDENT: Ox behalf of the General Assembly, I thank the President

of the United Mexican States for the statement he has just mads.
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GENERAL DEBATE

Mr. PAASIO (Finland): I take great ple-Sure in seeing you, Sir, a
distinguished rcpresentative of the Republic of Malta presiding over this session
of the Gensral Asssmbly. Finland has been in close co-operation with Malta both in
Europe and in the United Nations. We know that our countries share fundamental
coavictions about world order and world organization. I wish you every suczcess in
your responsible task. I wish to take this opportunity alse to thank your
predecessor, His Excellency Mr. Joseph Garba of Nigeria, for the outstanding
services he rendered to the Generzl Azsembly during the last sessicn,

In Europe ths year 1989 will be remembered a5 & year of momentous change and a
breakthrough of popular wiil. The year 1990 has boen 2 yoar of consolidstion and
of elections confirming the course of chauge. We welcome these developrments. We
welcome in particular the spirit of freedom and democracy that has animated
peaceful change both in Eurcpe and elsawhere.

It is all the more tragic that mankind in 199¢ has had to witness a singularly
blatant act of aggression by Irag against Kuwait. Therefore the year 1990 has for
the United Nations bacome a year of collective action in the face of aggression.
The international community has shown solidarity and determinatiom in applying the
sanctions mandated by the Security Council because of the occupatior of Kuwait,

The response by the United Nations represents great progress in the ability of
the world Organization to live up to its idezls and act in defence of the freodon,
sovereignty and integrity of one of its Member States.

Finland is strongly of the view that political problems everywhers must be
solved peacefully and that social and political change also must come about
peacefully. This principle applies to the Middle East, to the Persian Gulf and to

other crisis aizas just as well as to Europe.
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Europe is heading towards a new existence, without confrontation and without
the cold war. We are not yet sure what the new Europe will be like in all its
details; but we trust that it will offer all its inhabitants opportunities to live
in dignity and freedom without discrimination and without fear.

What is sure and, indeed, gratifying is that Germany will be unified the day
after tomorrow. German unification will be ar essential building block in the new
undivided Europe within the framework of the Conference om Security and
Co-operation in Europe (CSCE). A milestone in this process will be the summit of
the CSCE countries to be held in Puris in November.

Much remains to be done in order to meet the aspirations of the peoples of
Europe. At the same time, the new Europe cannot be oblivicus of the needs of the
rest of the world. On the contrary, Europe needs all the other continents, and
Europe must be opan to all of tham.

The building ¢f a new structure of peace in Europe is under way, but the
underlying ideas and principles ar2 aiready in place. In fact they are in evidence
right here in this Organization, for they are universal. The new process in Europe
flows directly from the principles of national self-determination, political
freedom and social justice.

We believe that there are important lessons to be drawn from the recent events
in Burope. First of all, it has become clear that the ideas cf freedom, democracy
and human rights are so powerful that soconer or later they will reassert
themselves. This does not mean that mankind is thereby brought to the end of
history, as some have claimed. There are important and difficult challenges to
face hoéh in individual countries and in co-operation onrn a global scale.

Secondly, the abandonment of the totalitariam régimes in a number of European

and other countries also helps enhance international confidence and security. The
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easing of the militéry confrontation is well under way in Europe. In the long rum,
this should make it possible to devote growing resources to other pressing needs
instead of armaments.

Thirdly, an emerging awareness of global pricrities scems to have been
prominent in the dynamic movement for change. This is important for the new
directions that must be given to international co-operation in the nineties and
beyond.

This new awareness is strongly felt in Europe, but it is in fact global,
present in all parts of the world. This very awareness moved the General Assembly
five months ago to agree unanimously on the Declaration of International Economic
Co-operation. It is one of the forces driving the preparations for the United
Nations Conference on Enviromment and Development to take place in Brazil in 1992.
The idea of sustainalle development should now direct the preparatory work for that
Conference as well as the preparations for the new internatipnal development

strategy which will be formulated by the General Assembly during the present

session,
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The problems that will be on the agenda of the 1992 Conference raquire urgent
action by Governments. They require action now and they require long-term
policies. I am thinking, for example, of policies to reduce emissions of carbon
dioxide and other substances that have a direct impact on the climate of the Earth
as a whole.

For decades Goverumments have rallied to the idea of development, and
development has been interpreted largely as the combination of growth and change -~
sometimes maybe only as growth of the gross national product. Today, we know that
a more comprehensive concept is needed. We welcome the combined emphasis on
environmental protection and development in the preparations for the 1992
Conference, for in the long run, one is not possible without the other. We
welcome, too, the emphasis on human development, which should lead to freedom from
disease, ignorance and political repression.

However, it is more and more difficult to envisage how the resources of the
Earth can sustain a steadily growing werld population. Human development and
dignity cannot be achieved with the present rates of population growth. All
individuals should be able to enjoy equally the benefits of development, human
iights and peace.

In this general debate it is not enough to speak only about general trends and
global challenges. Some specific issues and problems must also be addressed.

Let me first express my country’'s satisfaction at the continuing trend towards
uﬁivetsality of membership in the United Nations. Less than two weeks ago, we
welcomed the most recent Member State, th: Pfrincipality of Liechtenstein, a country
with wh;ch Finland has closely collaborated in the process of advancing security

and co-operation in Europe.
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This year, we have also welcomed the Republic of Namibia as a Member of the
United Nations. Namibia‘'s independence - after a loang process culminating in free
and fair elections - bears witness te the ability of the United Nations to promote
peaceful change. Namibia's Constitution based on Pluralism could serve as a model
for other countries in Africa and elsawhere.

More attention will now be focused on South Africa where far-reaching
political changs is called for. We recognize the razl change that has already
taken place in South Africa. Thg measures taken to remove some parts of the
spartheid system are steps ia the right direction, and we welcome them. We are
encouraged by the assertions of the Scuth African Government that the process of
change is irreversible.

Guided by their commitment to a peaceful process of negotiation, the
Government of South Africa and raptesentatives of the majority population should
now lay the basis for giving all South Africans, regardless of the colour of their
skin, a common responsibility, =& common stake in ﬁhe future of their country. Aas
avenues to peaceful change ars being opened, there is a concomitant need for all to
renounce violence as a means of dealing with South Africa's pressing problems. The
dialogue shouid help to build confidence and overcome fesr. Progress will require
mutual moderation as well as mutual understanding.

Finland keeps the situatiom im South Africa under close and constant review.
We do not regard it as opportune to 1ift the sanctions that Finland imposed on
South Africa some years age ir accordance with the Nordic programme of action
against apartheid, since apartheid is still there. In recognition of the change
that has occurred we have, however, modified the guidelines concerning the issuance
of visas to South African citizems. Thus, we want to facilitate contacts that may

contribute to further dialogue in South Africa. If the reforms in South Africa
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continue as we hope they will, we shall review c:her Finnish policies towards South
Africa accordingly.

There is on® region in the world which is not yet a part of the trend towards
peaceful political change - the region of the Middle East.

Every State Member of the United Nations is now affected by the aggression
against Kuwait and its occupation which has continued since the beginning of
August. Every Member State is engaged in our common efforts to dislodge the
tggressor and achieve a complete withdrawal of Iragqi forces from the occupied
country. One cannot but be concerned at the fate of hundreds cf thousands of
innocent civilians, of both Kuwaiti and other nationalities, many of them fleeing
in a state of destitution ana panic, as well as at the shocking news that is
seeping out from occupied Xuwait itself.

All of this shows that international efforts to end the occupation are not
enough. Solidarity and generosity are required of all of us, both to help the
suffering pecple and to re-establish order and vell-being.

Finland‘s own experience tells us that we must work, above all, for the
strengthening of the principles of international law which protect the interests of
all nations, in particular those of the small ones. Respect for these principles
is essential for our own existence and independence. The independence and
integrity of Kuwait are matters of vital importance to Finland.

If necessary, the United Nations should not shrink from taking further steps
to overcome aggression aad uphold the principle of collective security.

The search for international peace and security has also prompted Finland to
serve the United Nations elsewhere in the Middle East where the need for peace,

stability and the end of cccupation is no less urgent. The tension in the region
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is alsc continuously experienced by almost 1,000 Firnish soldiers, on duty as
peace-keepers for the United Nations. Here the world has already waited too long
for Qecisive steps to be taken from peace-keeping to peace-making.

It is clear to us that Israel and the Palestinians must live peacefully as
neighbours with full respect for the rights of each other, including, of course,
the right of Israel tc exist within secure and recognized borders, as well as the
right of the Palestinians to natiomnal self-determination. The well-known
resolutions of the Security Council must be implemeated. The road to progress may
include elections, negotiations ang an international conference of ail interested
parties, including the Palestine Liberation Organization.

The present policies of Israel in the occupied territories have exacerbated
the situation instead of laying the basis for progress towards a comprehensive
political settlement.

This Organization was created in order to help nations change themselves and
the world peacefully. That is still the aim of the United Nations. That is the
kind of change I have spoken about and welcomed today. At the same time, we are
committed by the Charter not to tolerate change impbsed by violence. These are the

two challenges now facing the United Nations. Let us meet them together.
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Mr. TSERING (Bhutan): I have the honour to convey to you, Sir, and
through you to all representacives the warm greetings and good wishes of His
Majesty Jigme Singye Wangchuck, King of Bhutan, for the success of the forty-fifth
session of the General Assembly.

I should like to take this opportunity to extend to you the warm
congratulations of my delegation on your electiom to the presidency of this session
of the General Assembly. Given your wisdom and experience, I am confident that you
will guide our deliberations to successful conclusions. I should also like to put
on record our appreciation for the skilful manner in which Mr. Joseph N. Garba
conducted the proceedinys of our last session. |

The comprehensive and incisive annual report of our Secretary-General deszerves
our highest commendation. People all over the world have t.itnegsed with
gratification the potential of the United Nations and the realize ion of the high
hopes they place in it. That renaissance of consciousness in the Organizatioa is
in large measure due to the unreleating efforts of the Secretary-General and his
senior colleagues in the United Nations system.,

We are indeed living in challenging times. The rolling tide of change has
reached unprecedented heights. Physical walls that divided pecples and nations
have been reduced to rubble. Ideological barriers have been dismantled. Mistrust
and hatred have given way to understanding and co-cperation. Years of hostilicy
between the super-Powers and their aliies have ended. A truly new epoch has begun
in their bilateral relations. 1In a remarkably short span of time, the world has
seen an irreversible trend towards reconciliation between nations that not very
long ago were bitter foes. We must encourage that growing trend towards

reconciliation to ensure enduring global peace and progress.
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The recent changes of historic proportion have led to an uaprecedented
integration of Europe. The unification of Germany, which we heartily welcome, has
become a reality. We are confident that a strong and united Germany will make
valuable contributions to Europe and the world. All this has opensd up new
opportunities for growth and development in the world. The positive fallout of the
improved super-Power relations is also evident in the narrowing of differences in
many regional confiicts and, in some cases, in their resoclution.

Namibia is one tellirg example. Its independence and accession to membsrship
of the Unitad Nations early this year were the logical culmination of the
long-drawn-out struggle against colonialism. Even in South Africa, a new beginning
has been made. The relesase of Nelson Mandela has effsctively set in motion the
inevitable process towzrds freedom, equity and justice. We hops the commeacsment
of negotiations for a now comstitution embracing power-sharing will soon lesd to
the establishment of a united, non-rascial South Africa. Until such time as
apartheld is abolished and a representative govarnment assumes office, my
delegation supports the centinuation of economic sanctions.

The spirit of growing co-operation in international relations is evident in
the fact that the five permanent mambars of the Security Council are Joining hands
to end the Cambodian tragedy. We appreciate their initiative and the efforts of
the Association of Scuth-Bast Asian Nations in the search for a lasting solution to
the Cambodian problem. The framework defirning key elements for a comprehencive
political settlement agreed to by the five permansat members and subsequently
endorsed by the concerned parties as the basis for settling the problem during the
Jakarta Meeting gives cause for optimism. We welcome the establishment of the
Supeme National Council as a prelude to restoring the country's independence ard

territorial integrity under a truly representative govermment.,
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The situation in Afghanistan is being viewed with realism. The internal
in-fighting resulting from the interplay of outside interests and counter-interests
had relegated the concerns and sensitivicies of the people of Afghanistan to the
periphery and undermined the Geneva Agreements. We welcome the recent initiative
of the two super-Powers to end the stalemate and we suppert any effort that will
usher in a breoad-based Goverament and bring about an effective and lasting solution
to the problem.#

As the cold war draws to an end and the United Nations itz set to play ite
central role in promoting international peace and co-operation, the time has come
for the United Nations to settle the last remaining legacy of the cold war - the
issue of Korea‘'s membership in the United Nations. In today's international
community, the Republic of Koxea is the only country that remains outside the
United Nations in spite of its strong desire to pecome 2 Member. The Republic of
Korea has become an important member of the worid community, maintaining diplomatic
relations with 143 countries and enjoying full membership ir most of the
international crganizations, including 15 specialized agencies of the United
Nations. In cur view, the admission of the Republic of Rorea to United Nations
membership shculd be determined strictly on the merits of the case and in
accordance with thé membership criteria set forth in the Charter. The question of
the Republic of Xorea's membership should not be subjected to extraneous
considerations such as the resolution of inter-Korean issues. My delegation
therefore strongly supports the admission of the Republic of Korea to the United
Nations as a Member.

Peace and diplomacy, however, have not prevailed in the Middle East. Just as

the world was beginning to trust and apprecizte the emerging international order

L Mr. Sutresma (Indonesia), Vice-President, took the Chair.



JB/11 A/45/PV,.14
49-50

(M. Tsexing, Bhutan)
based on the rule of law, the confidence of the international community was rudely
shaken by recent events in the Middle Bast. The blatant use of force by Irag to
settle its dispute with Kuwait is a flagrant violation of the United Nations
Charter and the basic principles of the Movement of Non-Aligaed Countries and is
contrary to all norms of iaternational bshaviour. Respect for sovereignty,
territeorial integrity and roa-intervantion and non-interference in the internal
affairs of States are the cardinzl principles governing relaticns anong nstions.
Unless Irag is made to disgerge its ill-gotton gains through the sconomic ambargo
and whatever other means the United Nations considers appropriate, no small State
in the world will be safs in the future. And let us not forget that the vast
majority of United Nations Mombers are small States.

The manner in which the Gulf crisis is resolved will dstermine how the
international pblicieal order will Dhe maintained i; the post-ccld-war world. In
that context, it was heartening to hear the United Nationa gpeak with cae volce
whea confroanted with that great challénge. Equally significant was the first jeint
crisis-management exercise by the super-Powers. That is menifest in the various
Security Council resolutions that have been adopted and which wa fully support. At
last we have seen the Security Council emerge from the shackles of the cold war to

Play its role as envisaged by the founding fathers.
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My country has joined other peace-loving nations of the world in condemning
Irag's aggression and calling for its immediate and unconditional withdrawal from
Kuwait. We do not recognize the Iragi annexation of the State of Kuwait. We
uphold the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Kuwait amd its legitimate
Goverament of His Highmess Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabzh, Amir of Kuwait. We call
upon Iraq to abide by the Security Council resolutions and settle its differences
with Kuwait by peaceful means through dialogue and negotiation.

The first crisis of the post-cold-war era is a sobering shock. Must the world
order so assiduously built over the years disintegrate in one misadventurs? This
calls for somé mechanisms designed not only to settle disputes but also to
anticipate and prevent conflicts. In his 1989 report on the werk of the
Organization, our Secretary-General said:

"Efforis to prevent possible conflicts, reduce the risk of war and
achieve definitive settlements of disputes, whether long-standing or new, are

part and parcel of a credible strategy for peace." (A/44/1, p._10)

Those wise words merit our unconditional support. We believe the United Nations
should play a central role in creating this collective security structure. In this
connection, we fully support the proposal by the Foreign Minister of the USSR,

Mr. Shevardnadze, to reactivate the work of the Security Council's Military Staff
Committee. Such a body would not only emable the United Nations to enforce its
decisions but provide a mechanism for preparing and co-ordinating action.

To digress slightly, I wish to express our deep appreciation and admiration
for the brilljant address by Mr. Shevardnadze at the current session of the Gemeral
Assembly. His perceptive and visionary remarks do credit to him and his great
leader, President Gorbachev, who through their great statesmanship have done more

than anyone else to usher in a new and more humane political order im the world.
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The saga of the Palestinian people's struggle for justice and freedom
continues. For almest threae ysars the intifadah has survived against all odds and
become a symbol Af the re3urgence of Palestinian nationalism. The world cannot
afford to ignore it, much less denj it. My country has always supported the right
of all nations in the region to live in peace within secure borders. This applies
equally to the Palestinian people, who have every right to an independent
homeland. In our view, the present Gulf crisis once again undersceres the urgent
necessity for settling the Palestine question. Unless this is done, the Middle
East, with its vast oil reserves, will remair a constant threat to world peace and
stability. In this regard, we call for the sarly convening of an international
conference for the settlement of the Palestine question.

The theory of containment and dsterrence has lost much of its appeal and
relevance. As the paranoia and misconcepticns prevalent in the super-Power
relations during the cold war have disappeared, the entire perception of their
traditional security arrangements has undergone a dramatic change. They are now
engaged in & highly constructive dialogue on disarmament, dispelling the threat of
a nuclear holccaust. Sadly, however, while the super-Powsrs'® dialogue haz entered
a productive phase, it iz ironic that there should be a drive by many countries to
increase their arsenals of war. Apart from the uncertainty over the extent of
nuclear arms proliferation, definite evidence of the acquisition of chemical and
bacteriological weapons by a large number of countrics has emerged. Equally
unfortunate is the messive diversion of resocurcez by the dsveloping countries for
military expenditure at the cost of the basic needs of their peoples.

The thaw in the cold war and the expected peace dividend offer the opportunity
to underscore once again the relationship between disarmament and development. The

time is now opportune to reduce defence expenditure and divert the financial and
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other productive rescurces to the solution of urgeat global problems. We hope the
international community will give meaning and substance to the concept of
. development through disarmament and not use the present uncertainties to restore
defence expenditure. In this spirit, we reiterate our call to coavene a fourth
special session on disarmament.

Mzpy hold the view that the achievements in the political arena have not been
matched in tho field of economic co-operation. The world economy still disp .ays
pervasive uncertainéies. The wall that Aivides the developed and the developing
countries is firmly in place. Their relations continue to be affected by severe
disparities and inequities. We, however, believe that there is reason not to
despair. .svelopments over the past year have opered up new and exciting
opportunities. The increasing co-operation between major Powers, the integration
of Eastern European countries into the world ecouomic system and the relatively
peaceful interaational ciimate have generated a greater willingness to deal with
the problems oflthe curreat wozld economic aystem.

The consensus to convene a World Conference on Environmert and Development in
Brazil in 1992 and thes establishment of the Preparatory Committee indicate a
convergance of views among Member States on the vital question of environment. The
urgent need for collective action is supported by a great dozl of scientific
evidence on the diminishing capacity of the environment to eustain life. These
environmental challenges are no loager confined to nations or vegions but global in
scope, threatening the very survival of humenity. Indeed it is only the strength
of our resclve to transcend our narrow naticmal interests and act in glebal unity
and harmony that will determine the fate of future generations. We hope the 1992
Conference in Brazil will be a watershed in international collective efforts to
repair the damage and redress the ecological imbalsnces that threaten our fragile

planet.
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The World Summit for Children was a highly significent event, for it was a
reaffirmation of our obligations under the United Naticns Chartsr “to save
succseding genarations"”. The Susmit was a solemn occasion to redizcover this truth
and realign our focus on the needs of the children. It woz alse e racognition that
human resource is both a moans and an end to development. The joiat commitment
reflected in the Summit Declaratiom provides a concrote step in gmsuring the
survivel and wsll-being of children 2s 2 measure of successful devoliopment
efforts. May I take this opportunity to commend the dedicated Executive Pirector
of the United Nations Childrern's Fund, Mr. Grant, for his uvatiring crusade on

behalf of the world's ckhildren.
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My delegation is happy at the outcome of tha Second United Nations Conference
on the Least Developed Countries, held in Paris recently. Altheugh the Programme
of Action adopted for the 1990s has not fully met the expectations of the least
developed countries, the international community has made a strong commitment to
arrest the further deterioration in their aozao—economic situation and to
reactivate and accelerate growth and development in those countries and to set them
firmly on the path of sustained growth. My delegation would like to take this
opportunity to urge the donor community to translate its commitments in Paris inte
concrete action. We have every confidence that the ansticnal efforta of the least
developed countries, supplemented by adequats financial and technical assistance
from the donors, will accelerate eccnomic growth and improva the guality of life of
the veoples in the least developod countries by the end of this decade.

The road to development has not been smocth ard easy for the Kingdom of
Bhutan. One of our mair naticnal developmbnt cbjectives is ecoromic
self-reliance. In its realization we fzce not only all the constraints of a least
developed country but also the geographical handicap of being landlocked. Our
remoteness from the sea adds to the high cost of transportaticn of all our goods
and services. The creation of an internal transport and communications network in
our rugged terrain to maintain an effective national link constitutes a formidable
challenge. Given our situation, extarnal assistance will thus continue to play a
major role in our modernisation process, although it is our inteation to keop such
assistance to the bare minimum.

Here I wish to acknowledge the useful contribution of our development
partners, particularly India, Japen, Switzerland, Denmark, Austria, Norway, the

United Kingdom, Australia and the Federal Republic of ¢~rmany, and various
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specialized agencies and bodies of the United Nations, particularly the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF),
the International Fund for Agricuitural Development (IFAD), the United Nations
Capital Development Fund (UNCDF), the World Health Organization (WHO), the Worid
Food Programme {(WFP), the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations
(FAO), the United Nations Volunteers (UNV), the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities (UNFPA), the United Nations Department of Wechnical Co-operation for
Development (UNDTCD) and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), in the realization of our developmert goals. They have
played an active part in all aspects of our national life and movad us closer to
our objective of economic self-reliance.®

The 1990s is the decade of the future. What is done and left undone now will
determine the quality of life in the future and perhaps sven the very survival of
mankind. Most propitiously, the recent past has seen great forces of reform and
rethinking at work in international life. The notion that the United Nations was a
theatre of debate rather than consensus, rich in rheteric and poor in acticn, hag
been proved wrong. Even in the most compelling circumstances the United Nations
has continued to be the navigating light, however dim, shining in the darkness,
guiding mankind's path away from destruction. Multilateralism has provided
effective answers to the many i11ls of our times. The United Nations has now
re-emerged as the conscience of the world. It is certainly our best hope for the
future. We must do everything possible to preserve and strengthem it for the sake

of global peace and security, and for the well-being of all our peoples.

* The President veturned to the Chair.
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The m ing w 1 m,_and r 11,45 a.m,
ADDRESS BY MR. GEORGE BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now hear an address by the President of
the United States of America.

Mr rge Bush, President of the Uni f_Ameri W cor into

he n A .

The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly I have the honour to
welcome to the United Nations the President of the United States of America, His
Excellency Mr. George Bush, and to invite him to address the Assembly.

Pregident BUSH: It is really a great privilege to greet you today as we
begin what marks a new and historic session of the General Assembly. My
congratulations to the Honourable Guido de Marco on his election to the presidency
of the General Assembly. On a personal note I want to say that, having witnessed
the unprecedented unity and co-operation of t£e past two months, I have never been
prouder to have once served within your ranks and never been prouder that the
United States is the host country for the United Nations.

Forty-five years ago, while the fires of an epic war still raged across two
oceans and two continents, a small group of men and women began a search for hope
amid the ruins and they gathered in San Francisco, stepping back from the haze and
horror to try to shape a new structure that might support an ancient dream.

Intensely idealistic, and yet tempered by war, they sought to build a new kind
of bridge, a bridge between naticns, a bridge that might help carry humankind from
its darkest hour to its brightest day.

The founding of the United Nations embodied our deepest hopes for a peaceful
world. And during the past year we have come closer than ever before to realizingv
those hopes. We have seen a century sundered by barbed threats and barbed wire

give way to a new era of peace and competition and freedom.
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The revolution of 1989 swept the world almost with a life of its own, carried
by a new breeze of freedom that transformed the political climate from Central
Europe to Central America, and touched almost every corner of the globe. That
breeze has baen sustained by a now almost-universal recognition of a simple,
fundamental truth: the human spirit camnnot be locked up for ever. The truth is
that people everywhere are motivated in much the same way and people everywhere
want much the same thing: the chance to live a life of purpose, the chance to
choose a life in which they and their children can learn and grow healthy, worship
freely, and prosper through the work of tkeir hands and their hearts and their
minds. We are not talking about the power of nations, but the power of
individuals: the power to choose, the power to risk, the power to succeed.

This is a new and different world. Not since 1945 have we seen the real
possibility of using the United Nations as it was designed - as a centre for
international ccllective security.

The changes in the Soviet Union have been critical to the emergence of a
stronger United Nations. The United States-Soviet relationship is finally beyond
containment and confrontation, and now we seek to £ulfil the promise of mutually
shared understanding.

The long twilight struggle that for 45 years has dividé& Europe, our two
nations and much cf the world has come to an end. Much has changed cver the last
two years. The Soviet Union has taken many dramatic and important steps to
participate fully in the community of nations, and when the Soviet Urion agreed
with so many of us here in the United Nations to condemn the aggression of Iragq,

there could be no doubt that we had indeed put four decades of history behind us.
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We are hopeful that the machinery of the United Nations will no longer be
frozen by the divisions that plagued us during the cold war; that at long last we
can build new bridges and tear down old walls; that at long last we will be able to
build a new world based on an event for which we have all hoped - an end to the
cold war.

Twe Qays from now the world will be watching when the cold war is formally
buried in Berlin., And in this time of testing a fundamental question must be
asked - a question not for any one nation, but for the United Nations. And the
question is this: Can we work together in a new partnership of nations? Can the
collective strength of the world community, expressed by the United Nations, unite
to deter and defeat aggression? Because the ?old war's battle of ideas is not the

last epic battle of this century.
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Iwo months ago, in the waning weeks of one of history's most hopeful summers,
the vast, still beauty of the peaceful Kuwaiti desert was fouled by the stench of
diesel and the roar of steel tanks. Once again the sound of distant thunder echoad
across a cloudless sky. And once again the world awoke to face the quas of August.

But this time the world was ready. The United Nations Security Council's
resolute response to Iraq's unprovoked aggression has been without precedent.

Since the invasion on 2 August the Council has adopted eight major resolutions
setting the terms for 2 solution to the crisis.

The Iragi régime has yet to face the facts. But as I said last month: The
annexation of Kuwait will not be permitted to stand. This is not 8imply the view
of the United States. It is the view of every Kuwaiti, the Arab League and the
United Nations. Iraq's leaders should listen: it is Iraq against the world. Let
me take this opportunity to make the policy of my Government clear. The United
States supports the use of sanctions to compel Irag's leaders to withdraw
immediately and without condition from Kuwait. We also support the érovision of
medicine and food for humanitarian purposes, so long as distribution can be
properly monitored. Our quarrel is not with the people of Irag. We d¢ not wish
for them to suffer. The world's quarrel is with the dictator who ordered that
invasion.

Along with others, we have dispatched military forces to the region to enforce
sanctions, to deter and if need be defend against further aggression. We seek no
advantage for ourselves. Nor do we seek to maintain our military forces in Saudi
Arabia for one day longer than is necessary. The United States forces were sent at
the request of the Saudi Government. The American peoplé - and this President -
want every single American soldier brought home as soon as this mission is

completed.
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Let me also emphasizc that 21l of us here at the United Nations hope that
military force will never be used. We seek & peaceful outcome - a diplomatic
outcome. And oane more thing - in the aftermath of Iraq's unconditiomal departure
from Kuwait, I truly believe there may be opportunities: for Iraq and Kuwait to
settle their differences permanently; for the States of the Gulf themselves to
build new arrangements for stability; and for all the States and peoples of the
region to settle the conflict that divides the Arabs from Israel. But the world's
key task - now, first and always - must be to demonstrate that aggression will not
be tolerated or rewarded.

Through the United Nations Security Couacil, Iraq has been judged - fairly
judged - by & jury of its psers, the very nations of the Earth. Today the régime
stands isolated and out of step with he times, separated from the civilized world
not by space but by centuries. Iraq's unprovoked aggression is a throw-back to
another era, a dark relic from a dark time. It has plundered Kuwait; it has
terrorized innocent civilians; it has held even diplomats hostage. Iraq and its
leaders must be held liable for these crimes of abuse and destruction. But this
outrageous disregard for basic human rights does not come as a total surprise.
Thousands of Iragis have been axecuted om political and religious grounds, and even
more through a genocidal, poison-gas war waged against Irag's own Kurdish villagers.

As a2 world community, we must act - not only to deter the use of inhumane
weapons like mustard and nerve gas, but to eliminate the weapons entirely. That is
vhy one year ago I came to the General Assembly with new proposals to banish these
terriblp waspons from the face of the BEarth. I promised that the United States
would destroy over 98 per ceat of its stockpile in the first eight years of a
chemical weapons ban treaty, snd 100 per cent - all of them -~ in 10 years, if all

nations with chemical weapons capabilities signed the treaty.
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We have stood By those promises. In June the United States and the Soviet
Union signed a landmark agreement to halt production and destroy the vast majority
of our stockpiles. Today United States chemical weapons are being destroyed.

But time is running out. This is not merely a bilateral concern. The Gulf
crisis proves how important it is to act together - and to act now - to conclude an
absolute, world-wide ban on these weapons. We must also redouble our efforts to
stem the spread of nuclear weapons, biological weapons and the ballistic missiles
that can rain destruction upon distant peoples.,

The United Nations can help bring about a new day, a day when these kinds of
terrible weapons and the terrible despots who would use them are both a thing of
the past. It is in our hands to leave these dark machines behind, in the dark ages
where they belong, and to press forward Lo cap a historic movement towards a new
world order and a long era of peace.

We have a2 vision of a new partnership of nations that transcends the cold
war -~ a partnership based or consultation, co-operaticn and collectiv; action,
especially through international and regional organizations; a partanership united
by principle and the rule of law, and supported by an equitsble sharing of both
cost and commitment; a partnership whose goals are to increase democracy, increase
prosperity, increase the peace, and rsduce arms.

And as we look te the future the calendar offers up a convenient milestoné, a
signpost by which to measure our progress as a community of nations. The year 2000
marks a turning-point, beginning not orly the turn of the decade, not only the turn
of the century, but also the turn of the milleanium. And 10 years from now, as the
fifty-fifth session of the Gemeral Assembly begins, you will again find many of us
in this Hall, our hair a bit more gray, perhaps, and a little less spring in our

walk. But you will not find us with any less hope or idealism, or any less
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confidence in the ultimate triumph of mankind. I see a world of open borders, open
trade, ard - most importantly - oper minds; a world that celebrates the common
heritage that belongs to all the world‘s people, taking pride not just in hometown
or homeland, but in humanity itself. I see a world touched by & spirit like that
of the Olympics: based not on competition that is driven by fear, but sought out

of joy and exhilaration and a true quest for excellence.
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I see a world where democracy continues to win new friends and convert old
foes, and where the Americas, North, Central and South, can provide a model for thé
future of all humankind - the world's first completely democratic hemisphere.

And I see a world building on the emerging new model of European unity:; not
just Europe, but the whole world - whole and free.

This is precisely why the present aggression in the Gulf‘is a menace not only
to one region's security but to the entire world's vision of ocur future. It
threatens to turn the dream of a new international order into a grim nightmare of
anarchy, in which the law of the jungle supplants the law of nations. ‘

That is why the United Nations reacted with such historic umity and resolve,
And ﬁhat is why this challenge is a test that we cannot afford to fail. I am
confident that we will prevail. Success, too, will have lasting consequences -
reinforcing civilized standards of intermatiomal conduct, setting a new precedent
in international co-operation, brightening the prospects for our vision of the
future. .

There are 10 more years until) the century is out - 10 more years to put the
struggles of the twentieth century permanently behind us; 10 more years to help to
launch a new partnership of nations. Throughout those 10 years - and beginning
now - the United Nations has a new and vital role in building towards that
partnership. Last year's session of the General Assembly showed how we can m;ke
greater progress towards a more pragmatic and successful United Nations. And, for
the first time, the Security Council is beginning to work as it was designed to
work.,

Now is the time to set aside cld and counter-producﬁive debates, procedures,

controversies and reselutions. It is time to repiace polemic attacks with

pragmatic action.
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We have showa that the United Nations can count on the collective strength of
the international community. We have shown that the United Nations can rise to the
challenge of aggression, just as its founders hoped it would. Now, in this time of
testing, we must also show that the United Nations is the place to build
international support and consensus for meeting the other challenges that we face.

The world remains a dangerous place. Our security and well-being often
depend, in part, on events occurring far away. We need serious interanational
co-operative efforts to make headway on threats to the environment, on terrorism,
on management of the debt burden, oa the fight against the scourge of international
drug trafficking, aznd on refugees and peace-keeping efforts around the world.

But the world also remains a hopeful place. Calls for democracy and human
rights are being reborh everywhaere. These calls are an expression of support for
the values enshrined in the United Nations Chartgr. They encourage our hopes for a
more stable, more peaceful, more prosperous world.

Free elections are the foundation of‘democratic goverament, and can produce
dramatic successes, as we have seen in Namibia and Nicaragua. The time has come to
structure the role of the United Nations in such efforts more formally. So, today.,
I propose that the United Nations establish a special co-ordinator for electoral
assistance, to be assisted by a United Nations electoral commission compriging
distinguished experts from around the world.

As with free elections, we believe that universal United Nations membership -
membership for all States - is central to the future of the Organization and to the
new partperahip that we have discussed. In support of this principle, and in
conjunction with United Nations efforts to reduce regional temsions, the United

States fully supports United Nations membership for the Republic of Korea. We do
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so without prejudicé to the ultimate objective of reunification of the Korean
Peninsula, and without oppesition to simultaneous membership for the Democratic
People's Republic of Rorea.

Building on these and other initiatives, we must join together in a new
compact - all of us - to bring the United Nations into the twenty-first century.
call today for a major, long-term effort to do this. We should build on the
success, the admirable success, of our distinguished Secretary-Genaral - my
long-time friend and colleague, and yours - Javier Perez de Cuellar. We should
strive to en ance the effectiveness and efficiency of the United Nations.

- The United States is committed to playing its part - helping to maintain
global security, promoting democracy and prosperity. My Administration is fully
committed to supporting the Uaited Nations, and to paying what we are obliged to
pay by our commitment to the Charter. International peace and security - and

international freedom and prosperity - require no less.

The werld must know and understand that from this hour, from thisg day, from
this Hall, we step forth with a new sense of purpose, a new sense of
possibilities. We are united, prepared to swim upstream, to march uphill, to
tackle the tough challienges as they come -~ not only as the United Nations, but as
the nations of the world united.

Let it be said of the final decade of the twentieth century that this was a

time when humankind came into its own, when we emerged from the grit and the smoke

of the industrial age to bring about a revolution of the spirit and of the mind,

and began a jourmey into a new day, a new age, and a new partnership of nations.

The United Nations is now fulfilling its promise as the world's parliament of

peace. I congratulate you, I support you, and I wish you Godspeed in the

challenges ahead.,

I
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The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the Gemeral Assembly, I wish to thank the

President of the United States of America for the important statement he has just

mnade.
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GENERAL DEBATE

Mr. LEVY (Israel) (interpretation from French): Mr. President, I would
like to congratulate you, at the outset, on your election to the presidency of the
forty-fifth session of the General Assembly and to wish you every success. I would
also like to congratulate the Secretary-General of the United Nationms,
Mr. Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, for his continuvous and outstandirg endeavours in the
service of world peace and accommodation among nations.

We live in an era of sweeping aspirations for freedom, liberty, and the
establishment of peace among nations. At the same time, it is a period in which
tyranny rears its hoad, trampling cherished values of humanity while grinding into
dust the sovereignty of nations.

In Eastern Europe, the fabric of a new spfing of nations is being woven before
our eyes. In Wastern Europe, the cryatalli?ation of the Community of Burope into a
powerful and cohesive alliance of nations continues, transcending b~ "ers and
unifying hearts and pations. The enlightoned leadership of that great democracy -
the United States - reaps the fruits of itg victory: the ascendancy, across
continents, of the values of liberty and respect for humankind.

A widespread perception has held sway for decades, contending that the thawing
of hostilities betwaen East and West would usher in the attainment of global
peace. Ostensibly, the consecraticn of this thaw snhanced the prospect that ghe
world was, indeed, on the threshold of an epoch which would render war obsoiete.
This optimistic supposition failed to take into account the true and fackless
nature of some Middle Easterrn and Persian Gulf régimes. The proposition also
ignored the fact that this violence-prone and conflict-ridden region became,

increasingly, a global sieve for tha surpluzes of arms.
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Certain States in this region are run by autocratic rulers driven by
fanaticism. This combination of destructive capabilities at the disposal of rulers
with destructive inclinations has created ominous threats to the peace and security

of the region and the world. These are the factors which engendered the crisis in

the Persian Gulf.
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For many years the countries of the world assisted in the military build-up of
Irag, They believed that in so doing they were contributimg to the containment of
Khomeini's Iran. East and West alike inadvertently created a horrific and
dangerous monster.

In 1981 Israel destroyed the Iragi nuclear reactor. As members know, that
action was not universally welcomed. Today, however, the world realizes that the
far-reaching military arm of Israel was guided by a far-sighted political outlook.
The situation in the region, and even that of mankind as a whole, would have been
different had Saddar Hussein been in possession of a nuclear bomb today.

For 10 years the free world continued to shore up and consolidate Saddam
Hussain's power. He was provided with quantities of all kinds of weaponry. The
Arab couatries themselves - including Ruwait - placed at his disposal enormous
financial resources to fund the building of his engine of destruction. From Europe
and Latin America, from East and West, came the transfer to Irag°s dictator of
technological expertise and the means for the development of terrible chemical
weapons, which he threatens to use, in accordance with norms of war more brutal and
vicious than the laws of the jungle, as hs has himself admitted.

Private corporations in the West continued to supply him with the knowledge
and technology for his efforts which almost reached fruition: the possession of.
the nuclear weapon. By their own actions, &ll these éountries coatributed to this
terrible and pernicious machine which threatens them today.

That megalcmaniac tyrant, incapable of weighing his actions raticrally, does

not subscribe to the logic of balance of terror.
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That man, who stops at nothing, has already proved to the world his
willingness to employ chemical weapons, using them againgt his own Kurdish
countrymen. He has exposed his ruthlessness to the world by sacrificing the lives
of hundreds of thousands of Iragis and Iranians in a futile and nonsensical war
which he unleashed against Iran for 8 years. This chilling military might devoid
of any morality catapults the world back to the nightmare years of the 1930s and
1940s.

Oz the eve of his invasion of Kuwait Saddam Hussein threatened to destroy
Israel if Israel should attack Iraq or any other Arab country. But he was fully
aware that Israel had no inteation of attacking Iraqg or any other Arab country. As
w#e know, he himself was the one who attacked Iran, and who decimated many of his
own people, the Iraqi Kurds. He was the one who invaded Kuwait, who was on the
brink of launching an assault and perhaps evern of annexing Saudi Arabia and who now
threatens to shell and destroy all the oil sources of the Arabian peninsula.

He has trampled upon the sovereignty of nations, and placed the global economy
in danger. All the efforts made to achieve global peace, which have already found
expression in the rapproachment between nations and political systems, are now
overshadowed by a terrible genie which could spew out of the 0il wells of the world
in pillars of smoke that will eclipse the suﬁ.

At this time, as the Gene;al Assembly of the United Natioms is in session,
Saddam Hussein threatens to attack Israel and bring about its destructiom in
retaliation for United Nations solutions or resolutions. He cocks a gun at
Israel's heart, in the hope of extricating himself from punishment in keeping with
international law.

The free world should know that Israel will not sacrifice its security as the
price of United Nations decisions aimed at safeguarding their economic well-being

and freedom. Israel will know how to defend itself if attacked, and its responss
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will be harsh and painful. This reality, however, does mot absolvs the
international community from the responsibility of taking firm measures to put an
end to this régime which is threatening the stability of the entire region and runs
the risk of undermining the world economy.

We ars witnessing an unfolding drama. The United Nations shouid not allow
this drama to be enshrined in the annals of history as a tragedy.

The latest developments in the Middle East provide us with yst amother
opportunity to assess and avaluate ths Arab-Israeli conflict in the appropriate
historical and political light. For decades the underlying causes of this
protracted and bitter dispute have stemmed from the refusal of the Arab States,
with the exception of Egypt, to recognize the right of Israel to exist, This
uncompromising Arab position has been the cause of successive wars imposed on
Israel and has manifested itself ia venomous anti-Israel propaganda, ecomomic
boycotts, acts of terrorism sad blatant acts of aggression.

For two generations Arab countries have squandered their natural resources,
their wealth and their peoples’ well-being in a continuous, ali-embracing arms
race, with Israel as the target. The awesome toll of this futile and unnecessary
undertaking has been and is - but I hope it will not continue to be - the loss of
human life, the abandonment of the prospects of dovelopment and socio-economie
prosperity for the region as a whole and the perpstuation of self-destructive
hostility.

Today, a great cry of distress is being heard. From this region of the world,
which bestowed upon humanity the Book of Books, the Koran and the New Tegtament,
emanates the cry of humanity and its Pleas for mercy, expressed im the prayer of

every Jew:

“And I will give peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, and none shall make

you afraid“. (Leviticus, 26:6)
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At a tims when the cold war is ending and being replaced by an ardent desire
for co-oparation, a pariod in which the international community has come to regard
the toppling of the Berlin Wall as a symbol of a new era in relations between
peoples and Governments, the international community can no longer countenance the
continued existence of the solid wall of Arab hostility encircling Israel to stifle
that only truly democractic country in the Middle East.

Such a state of affairs must no longer be accepted as a foregone conclusion.
It is not a law of nature. This blind hostility by Arab Governmants towards Israel

should not be allowed to fester as an eternal curse.
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The Iron Curtain is coliapsing in Europe. Can we tolerate the continued

existence in the Middle East of a "sand curtain”, setting that region apart from a
1
world marching towards peace?

Since Israel achieved its independence in 1948 and was invaded by seven Arad
States in an attempt to destroy it, Israel has mever ceased extending to thoss
countries the offer of peace. Today more than ever before peace is a vital
necessity for all the countries of the region. In that spirit, I appeal omce again
to the leaders of the Arab countries to settle this protracted dispute through
direct negotiations, free from all shackles and pre-conditions.

To advance this process, it would be sppropriate to initiste aad encourage
mutual confidence-building measures. Such measures could inducs a gradual
reduction in hostilities and tensions and the cessation of hostile rhetoric,
beliligerence and terrorism. That is the path recectly followed by the East and
West blocs in achieving the rapprochement that made a significent contribution to
reducing the hostilities betwsen the two blocs and led to the collapse of the
barriers separating them. A similar process forged the routs to the peace
agreeme._is between Israel and Eqgypt.

Should a complete and immediate solutionm to the dispute prove impossible to
achieve, let us build peace step by step. Bach step will contribute to the
enhancemont of mutual understanding, the e2sing of tensions and the consolidation
of good-neighbourly relations. PFirst and foremost, the States of the region shouid
proclaim forthwith the termination of the state of war and should meet, as Israel
has proposed mauy times in the past, in the context of a conference on disarming
the Middle East of chemical and other waapons.

Israel extends to its neighbours an offer of broad co-oparation to ensure the

prosperity and well-being of our peoples and alleviate the suffering of millions of
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human beings. Israel is prepared to make available to its neighbours the expertise
and experience it has acquiread, particularly in desalinating sea water and making
the deserts flourish. We shall share with our neighbours our experience, our
expertise and our technological advances in such fields as sclar energy, innovative
irrigation techniques and modern agricultural methods, as well as plans for
developing road and other communication infrastructures. In 80 doing we shall meet
the challenges of diseass, famine and poverty. Together we shall work for the
reintegration of the refugees, whose profound misery is the price of the rejection
of peace.

If only the Arsb states were prepared to foraswear ths state of war and embark
on the road to peaca, they would contribute ~ I am sure - to finding a solution to
the Paleatinian problem. In Israsl's peace .aitiative of May 1989, nuch political
and practical thought was given to the ways of grappling with both those
challenges. Israel is determined to continue itz efforts to ersure the realization
of its peace initiative.

In Israel‘'s peace initiative the right has been offered to ths Palestinisn
inhabitants of Judea, Samaria and the Gaza district to join as negotiating partners
with Israel in determining their destiny ard futurs. This right wos nsver given to
the Palestinians by any of the former empires or régimes, including Jordan,

It is the PLO which has been, and continues to be, the obstacle to the
fulfilment of this unprecedentad cpportunity. It is the PLO that mot only carries
out repeatsd acts of terrorism agairmst Isrseli civilians, but also brutally murders
Palestinians. More than 300 Palestinians have been murdered by the PLO in the wake
of Iarael’'s psace imitiative, in an attempt to impose a reign of fear and terror,

using the zame methods as thes PLO's ally Sazddam Russein.
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We shall continue to combat terroriam and we reject its perpetrators as
interlocutors. But that should not debar the peaceful forces among the
Palestinians from joining us forthwith at the negotiating table to further the
peace initiative that we have proposed. It is good for them; it is good for us; it
is good for the whole ragion; it ie good for the entire worild.

These days Israel is adding a new chapter to the spic of its national
regeneration. The Soviet Union has unbolted the gates and allowed Jews to return
to their ancestral land. & wondrous vision is unfolding before our very eyes:
tens of thousands of Jews are regaining their national ideatity and rejoining their
brethren in their homeland.

This historic process is one of the fruits of the transformation taking place
in Europe. The ideals of freedom at thke basis of respect for human rights and
dignity have finally baen accepted in the East. Democracy is dawning on the
horizon. The Western countries that have adhered to the prigciples of freedom and
democracy have made a significant contribution to this development, a; has the firm
resclve of successive Presidenta of the United States to impart those principles to
the pecples of the world.

There has emerged in the Soviet Uaion a bold, wise and realistic statesman,
who hos initiated a dramatic turning-poiat ia his country. The walls of hostility
between régimes and peoples have finally been dismantled. We aras £following this
course with hope - hope for the Soviet people, for Burope, for ourselves and for
mankind as a wkole. This transformation has freed liberty and democracy from its
chains,

In Israel too wa 2re happy about this transformation, which has enabled our
people to retura to Zion. We are grateful to the democratic Governments of the
world, and especially to Presidents Reagan and Busk, who, by their devotion, have

contributed to cpening the gates of freedon.
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The Organization, the community of nations, envisioned as a place of freedom
and independence, is overshadowed by a heavy cloud which formed witﬁ the passing of
the nefarious resolution comparing zionism with racism. |

That resolution - which dares to treat as a racist movement the liberation
movement of a people, which, more than any other, has suffered from racism - has
become one of the most flagrantly racist propositions of modern times. That
resolution sullies the Charter of the United Nationms.

For several generations, the people of Israel - which proclaimed to humanity
the univerzal message of peace - has devoted its efforts to bringing about the
national remaissance on the land of Israel. The word shalom - peace ~ represents
ths essencs cf all that has been raovealed to the people of Israel. It eonstitutes
also its message to humsnity. The attainment of peace is the loftiest aspiration
of every Jewish person. It is an integral part of his daily prayers. It is the
word used both for greeting and farewell. Whea we meet ea2ch other we shake hands
and say shalom, meaning peace.

We say that it is the Creator of the universe Himself who makes peace reign.
It is even one of Hiz glories. It is written: “He who makes peace in the heaveas,
may He make psace upon us."

This longing for pesce has always characterized the people of Israel. And it
is with this ethos, today as in ancient times, that Israel's hand is extended in
peace to all natioans. Israel is one of the few countries against which war has
been wagsi continuously since its crestion. Israel must assiducusly safeguard its
security and its future, with the same dagres of resolve and determination with
which it safeguards its principles and values and strives to achieve peace.

In the spirit of Yom Kippur, this day of forgivemess, the holiest of the holy
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days for the Jewish‘people, let our prayer be raised from this rostrum: May the
Lord give strength unto His people - and to all mankind, May the Lord bless all
peoples, including the pPeople of Israel, and give them peace.

With this prayer in our hely language, I now draw to a close my statement, my
remarks and my appeal, in the hope that the appeal will be heeded and will lead to
2 new era of construction, an era of confidence, of understanding, expectation and
co-operation among all peoples, particulgrly the peoples of the Middle East.

Ms, WILDE (New Zealand): I should like to congratulate you, Sir, on your
election to the presidency at a time when the Organization stands at the threshold
of opportunity and faces complex challenges. What is true for the Organization is
true, too, for my country. In New Zealand 1990 marks 150 years since the
foundations of cur nation State were laiq.

The basic compact, the Treaty of Waitangi, was signed in 1840 by the tribal
chiefs of the country they referred to as Aotearoa, and by representatives of the
British Crown on behalf of the new Settlers in the country they called New
Zealand. It was an agreement to live and work in co-operation. There are still
significant challenges t¢ our partnership - to honour broken promises and to
redress historical wrongs. We are working for a society where ethnic and cultural
differences are valued as strengths rather than rejected as weaknesses. We are
trying to put our house in order. .

The end of the céld war presents the United Nations with the opportunity in
1990 to put the global house in order, to make a fresh and reinvigorated commitment
to the world's security. The Secretary-General reminded us in hia annusl report
that a comprehensive approach to security is the very essence of the existence of

the United Nations. New Zealand vigorously endorses that view. A balanced and
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integrative approach to security - acknowledgement of our common security needs

and of the role of the Unitc¢d Nations - is ceatral to the protection of the
interests of small countries. We believe that small countries have much to offer
the United Nations. Many of the world's citizems live in small countries which
have modest aspirations, which do not wish to sngage in wars, and which caunot
force their views on others., Indeed, the major security threats to our country
and its immediate region, the islands of the Soutn Pacific, are not military but
rather environmeatal and economic.

New Zealand and the rest of the South Pacific are fortumate in that we are
removed from areas of conflict or significant international tension. But we are by
no means isolated. Global, ecomomic, political and envircmmental developments can
often impact sharply on small countries which are distant from the epiceantre of
world events. A commitment to the common security needs of the global community is
important at a time like this when we all face the crisis in the Persian Gulf.

New Zealand has unreservedly condemned Irag‘'s aggression against a small
neighbour and the repugnant actions taken against fereign nationals. The pecple
most affected, of course, are the Kuwaitls themselves, who are suffering from an
attempt by an aggressive neighbour to extinguish their country‘'s independent
existence. However, alsc experiencing immediate anguish are the many thousands of
foreign nationals caught up in the crisis, especially those detained against their
will. There are only a handful of New Zealanders amongst them, but the small
nwrber does not diminish the significance of their plight for the Governmment and
people of New Zesaland. We comsider the continued holding of hostages to be an
outrage.and we urge Iraq to release all those detained and to respect immediately

all the reso.itions of the Security Council.#®

* Mr. Thompson (Fiji), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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Of course, a fundamental concern remains the dreadful possibility of a war
that could .escalate rapidly to encompass many countries and perhaps spread to other
regions. The whole world has an interest in ensuring that dces not occur and that
a resort to armed conflict is avoided,

In that process, respect for the Principles and values of the United Nations -~
and the use of its mechanisms by all of us - is essential. New Zealand indicated
at an early stage to the United Nations Secretariat its readiness to contribute to
any operations in the Gulf region under United Nations auspices. I confirm that
offer today. In particular, New Zealand has demonstrated willingress and ability
to contribute to United Nations peace-keeping operations. We have committed
ourselves to the supply of foocd and medical assistance, and our aircraft have
ferried some of the refugees from the area back to their home countries - Pakistan
and the Philippires in particular.

The Gulf crisis has illustrated vividly the potential for the United Nations
to provids a swift, effective response to regiomal) conflict. The acgievement to
date has been considsrable.

This is the first opportunity for New Zealand to state its view of the Gulf
crisis in the framework of the Organization, and I would like to add a cautionary
note to what other specakers have said. We all understand the implications of a
further escalation of the Gulf crisis. Against that backgrouad, it is vital ghat
the support of all Uﬁited Nations Members be sustained for collective responses.
Care must be taken never to presume too much. It is after all the United Nations
Members as a whole who, in Article 24:

“confer on the Security Council primary responsibility for the maintenance of

international peace and security".

That act of conferral underpins all else.
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The actions in the past wesks in the Security Council in resgard to that whole
issue have truly historical significance. They establish precedents for practical
responses to other an? different regional conflicts or disputes. All of us -
Security Council permanent members, non-psrmanent members, and non-Security Council
mambers - are, I think, sufficiently clear about the importance of what is
currently being achieved.

But we need to give more thought to how that process is undertaken. As a
first step, there is room for improving among us all, and, irrespective of our
place in the scheme of things, the sharing of information, perceptions and
conclusions about how United Nations responses should best be formulated. Such a
process is going to be indispensable in the longer run to achieving our shared
purpose, big country and small, within the Organization. Our cellective response
to the present threats to global stability depends on a background of substantial
achievment at ard since the last session of the Gereral Assembly.

The independence of Namibia, the signs of political progress in South Africa,
the constructive steps towards a settlement ir the Western Sahara, and the progress
towards resolution of the situaticon in Cambodia together comprise a significant
list of achievements. The gathering consensus among the five permanent members of
the Security Council, and the new spirit that animates the relations between the
super-Powers, are great achievements. But it is the tasks which remaia that will
provide the real test of the United Nations's capabilities and of what the future
will hold for us all.

That brings me back orce again to commom security. At a time when there has
been ao'much hope expressed - and yet we still face such daunting problems - there
is 2 need for increased commitment to strengthening the threads ¢f our common
security. Many hope that we are now witreasing the emergence of a new order. It

is certainly time for it.
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But to achieve ﬁt we must put away the old ways of thinking, the old ways of
acting. We need a change of attitude towards what constitut °s security. We need z
new respect for our rapidly diminishing natural resources. We need an
acknowledgment that human rights and freedoms depend not only on resoclutions passed
at international meetings, but on the implementation of decisions that will
facilitate real economic choices for countries.

Forxr many nations, particulariy those of the South, the problems of trade,
indebtedness and economic underdevelopment are enduring. Unless there are greater
moves towards the liberalization of trade, there will be nc real progress. In the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the Uruguay Round of trade
negotiations is nearing the deadline for its completion. New Zealand is pinning
its hopes on its success. The prospects of new trade opportunities for all cannct
be overrated.

This represents a last chance for GATT. In 40 years, the system has failed to
produce an equitable trading environment for the majority of its members. In the
area of agricultural trade, which is of principal concern to my country, GATT has
been a singular disappointment. It has condoned protectionism and subsidization,
principally by the major economic Powers, which have over the years corroded
economic opportunity and potential for commodity-trading countries.

At a time when the idea of burden-sharing is gaining currency, we should ‘
reflect upon the fact’that the burden of protectionism in several mujor
industrialized economies has been carried by other countries. It is even more
instructive to reflect that agricultural support and subsidization inside the
countries of the Organisation for Ecomomic Co-operation and Development was
estimated for 1989 at $245 billion - six times the total of resources transferred

by those countries to developing countries in that same year.
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That is ths kernel of the issus. Without a substantial revision of policy
attitudes towards common economic security among the influential Pc anluding
the Permanent Five and their immediate partmers, the idea of a na - : bears
promise and advantage to all will remain an empty slogan. The st .
powarful countries ia our world will not be coavinced otherwise.

The GATT cutcome in December is the litmuas test. The principal adjustments in
that trade round will have to come from those more powerful economies whose
influence has shaped, or mishaped, the trade rules for ncarly half a century. At
this very moment, thogo sslf-same countries have ir tawir grasp the opportunity to
effectively manege regional political security in our world in better and more
imaginative ways than have ever beon contemplatsd previemsl&. Resource transfers
are needad not oniy t: addrass the endemic problems of sconomic underdevelopment,
but also to 2ssist in the attack oa what has bsen only toc recently acknowledged -
environmental QGsgradatien.

That is avother ares in which the interasts of some countries are inextricably
irvolved with the actioans of othsrs. It is an area vhere the embracing of the idea
of common security is essential for survival., New Zealand's own immediate
neighbours in the South Pacific provides ample demonstrations of that. Far from
being a vast, uninhabited sea, the grsat South Pacific Ocean contains tens of
thousands of isiands, over 1,000 distinct langueges, snd a great variety of
different cultures. But many of those are small islands, atoll countries whose
very existence is threatened by the sea-level rise predicted if greenhouse gas
emiszions are not contained by industrialized countries.

Th; @ccsystem of our marine enviromment is &lso threatened from the outsids by

the wvanton strippirg of resources and the dumping of wastes. The envircamental
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security of the South Pacific is totally interdependent with that of the wider
Asia-Pacific region and the global community. To preserve our envirommental
security we must have sustained political commitment to making hard decisions.

The United Nations has just begun pPreparations for the vitally important 1992
Conference on Environment and Development. New Zealand intends playing a full and
constructive part, and our Government will be working with our non-governmental

organizations to bring our country's perspective to the Conference.
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Assistance must be given to the developing countries, in particular to enable
them to repair the environmental damage aggravated by poverty and to help them
avoid reliance on environmentally dsstructive technologies. The General Assembly
has a critical role in carrying forward the ervironmeutal debate, forming decisions
upon which Governments can act.

The achievement last year of a significant resolution on driftnet fishing and
the actions which have followed it provide ample proof of what can be achieved. We
need to build upon that. Urgent measures must be taken in a number of areas,
particularly to prevent climate change and preserve the earth's biodiversity.

Even though it has undoubtedly been triggered by a crisis situation, the
increasing recognition of the need for international co-operatior to preserve the
environment is an encouraging sign of global support for new sorts of security
policies. However, in the final analysis our common security also depends on
maintaining and strengthening world peace.

We all welcome the new opportunities offered by the end of the cold war.

There has undoubtedly been major progress over the last year, in the conclusion of
the Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles, the
agreement in principle om reductions in strategic nuclear weapons and the
negotiations on conventional stability in Europe. But the most remarkable symbol
of the end of the cold war is of course that from this week onwards there will be
only one German delegation at the United Natiors. The peaceful reunification of
the German nation is a momentous achievement. We support unreservedly the efforts
of the two major Powers and other countries invoived in those processes. We look

to a world ruled by peace and stability rather than by military confrontation.
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But, while we look to the future with greater hope, we must also do so without
illusions. The crisis in the Gulf region reminds us all too starkly that the
maintenance of peace requires a real commitment. We cannot assume that peace will
happen as the inevitable result of historical trends. All of us - great Powers and
small - share a responsibility to ensure that new opportunities become significant
achievements.

Up till now the vigorous pursuit of conventional arms dealing has played a
major part in the creation of conflicts. Governments cannot escape their
responsibility to halt this proliferation. We in New Zealand are committed to
Playing a constructive and imaginative role in the disarmament process and in
participating in achieving real security in our region and internationally.

New Zealand's commitment to peace-keeping is reflected in our involvement in
the Middle East in the United Nations truce supervision operation and in the
Iran-Iraq observer group, as well as in the noa-Unitead Natioqp pPeace-keeping
operation in the Sinai. Naw Zealand police assisted with the transition to
independence in Namibja. In our own region, we recently provided facilities to
help with the negotiation and reconciliation of the dispute over the island of
Bougainville in Papua New Guinea.

An important contribution made by the countries of our region to the global
nuclear disarmament process has been the South Pacific Nuclear-Free Zone, endo&sed
overwhelmingly by the Gemeral Assembly last year. The Treaty complements the
nuclear-free policies which New Zealand has adopted domestically. Two permanent
members of the Security Council have given their formal commitment to this
initiative by signing the relevant protocols of the Treat&. Two others have given

assurances that their actions are not inconsistent with the Treaty's provisions.
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We urge all the nuclear-weapon States to make a formal commitment by signing the
protocols to the Treaty.

The establishment of a South Pacific Nuclear-Free Zone has thrown into even
sharper contrast the way France continues to test its nuclear weapons, in defiance
of the wishes of the countries of the region. Our protests against testing by a
nuclear Power in the South Pacific, outside its metropolitan territory, have been
ignored. It is intolercble that a region which is com  .od to nuclear-£free
principles should be used as a test site for the development of nuclear-weapon
technology. For a number of years New Zealand and Australia have sponsored draft
resolutions in this Assembly calling for a2n end to the testing of all nuclear
weapons. We shall be spomsoring such a draft resolution again this year.

More than any other single measure, a comprehensive test ban would help slow
down the nuclear arms race. We ask the permanent members of the Security Ceuncil
to respond to the overwhelming demand of the Assembly for the early achievemsnt of
a comprehensive test-ban treaty.

We share the concern of many Members of the Organization about the pessible
spread of nuclear weapons to ureas of tension such as the Middle East, North Asia
or the Korean peninsula. The Treaty on the Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons is
a vital part of the process of global nuclear dissrmament. In this context, we
welcomed the widespread support evident at the recent Review Conference for
stronger safeguards to restrict further the possible spread of nuclear wsapoms. It
was a matter of great regret to us that it was not possible to have these and other

important gains made by the Review Conference fermally adopted in a Final Document.
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It is imperative to-take other follow-up action to ensure that those gains are not ‘
now lost. It is most frustrating that there has been so little progress on banning
nuclear testing, which we see as an important part of the Non-Proliferation Treaty
bargain. Nevertheless, the stakes are too high to place this Treaty at risk,

One other aspect of disarmament that is currently the cause of considerable
interest in our region is chemical weapons destruction. The decision by the Unitead
States and the Soviet Union to destroy most of their stocks of chemical weapons is
welcome. Less welcome has bean the United States decision to use an atoll in the
Pacific Ocean for the destruction of some of its stocks., We certainly understand
the need to destroy in situ where possible and look forward to the day when
existing stocks in our region are no more. But, along with other South Pacific
countries, we are concerned that our region must not be viewed as a convenient
disposal area far from the crowded cities of the countries which created the
armuments. It is the clear view of our region that there should be no further
transfer to the Pacific from outside of chemical weapon stocks for destruction. We
have therefore welcomed the assurance to this end given to the South Pacific Forum
by the United States. We shall continue to resist the idea of our region being
used as a testing ground for nuclear weapons or for the dumpina or disposal of
nuclear or toxic waste.

The threshold of challenge and of opportunity for the United Nations obliges
us all to ensure that our Organization is equal to new tasks. The system in many
aspects reflects another world and another time. In 40 years new and significant
Players have become active in our world community of nations and their position in
the scheme of things does need to be better acknowledged. 014 emmities have
subsided; divided countries are reuniting. The many smaller countries ponder how

their interests are now best preserved in this scene of unprecedented change.
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It is necessary to have a system that better reflects a conprehensive view of
our world's security, that allows clear decisions and, most importantly, that
encourages faithful observance of agreed conventions. The General Assembly must
strive for that, and we must all bear in mina the final beneficiaries of our
actions - our children.

At a time when the United Nations is drawing attention to the needs of the
children of the world, it is worth remindi \g ourselves that it is neither the
technology nor tha resource that is missing in the search to integrate
environmental and devalopmental needs, to create a commonwealth of security for the
neéxt. generatiocn. Wwhat is missing is the political will.  We all know that the
bizarre reality is that solutions to the real and compelling needs of children,
which have been discussed here in the pest few daya, could be found by reducing the
bloated arms budgets of the world.

At this time of such great hope - and such great peril - perhaps we should
also remembar that these who will $nherit our political bequests have simple
needs. As we make decisions, choose to act or choose not to act, I would ask the
qusstion in the language of the Maori of Aotearos, the language of my son: “He aha
te toonga o Te Ao Hou?™ - “What is the trassure of the new dswn?" And the angwer

is obvious: "Nga mokopuna.
is the children®.

A" - "It is the children, it





