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I . INTRODUCTION

1. The i tem ent i t led  "Quest ion of Antarct ica" was  included in  the  provis ional
agenda of the forty-f i f th  sess ion of the  General  Assembly in  accordance with
Assembly resolutions 441124 A and B of 15 December 1989.

2. At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 21 September 1990, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the General Committee, dec ided  to  i nc lude  the  i t em  in  i t s  agenda
a n d  t o  a l l o c a t e  i t  t o  t h e  F i r s t  C o m m i t t e e .

3. The First  Committee  considered the  i tem at  i t s  40th to  43rd and 47th meet ings ,
from 19 to 21 and on 28 November 1990 (see A/C.1/45/PV.40-43  and 47).

4 . In connect ion with  i tem 67 ,  the  F i rs t  Committee  had before  it the  fo l lowing
documentsr

(a)  Report  of  the  Secretary-General  on the  quest ion of Antarct ica  (A/45/456)1

(b) R e p o r t  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  Antarc t i ca  ( A / 4 5 / 4 5 9 ) :

(c) Letter dated 19 September 1990 from the Permanent Representative of Egypt
to  the  United Nat ions  addressed to  the  Secretary-General ,  transmit t ing the  text  of
the documents adopted by the Nineteenth Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers,
held at Cairo from 31 July to 5 August 1990 (A/45/421-5/21797).
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I I . CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS

A. Prsft rewon u.1/45/L.63  m R e v . 1  and 2

5 . On 19 November 1990, mpg8 Barb-, Brunei Dare the
ho. Nen& Nigsx,j& Om&&

S a i n t  Vincent Grm, Sri La&& t h e  a
Zambie ana ZhfUaie submitted a  draft  resolut ion ent i t led “Quest ion of Antarct ica”
(A/C.1/45/L.63),  wh.lch r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

“me General  A,RE~&&,

“~a considera(a t h e  i t e m  e n t i t l e d  “ Q u e s t i o n  of  AntarCtiCa”,

“w its resolut ions  38177 of 15 December  1983,  391152 of
17 December 1984, 401156 A and B of 16 December 1985, 41/88  A and B of
4 December 1986, 42146 A and B of 30 November 1987, 43183 A and B o f
7 December 1988 and 441124 A and B of 15 December 1989,

@I- the relevant  paragraphs  of the  f inal  documents  adopted by
the Ninth Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries,
held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 1989 41 the second meeting of States of
the  Zone of  Peace and Co-operat ion of  the  South Atlant ic  held  at  Abuja  f rom 25
to 29 June 1990, 2/ and the Nineteenth Islamic Conference of Foreign
Ministers ,  held at  Cairo  from 31 July  to  5  August  1990,  91

“Takina  into  account the  debates  on this  i tem held s ince  i t s
t h i r t y - e i g h t h  seusion,

IIReaf f i rming  the  pr inc ip l e  tha t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  i s  e n t i t l e d
to  i n format ion  cover ing  a l l  a spec t s  o f  An tarc t i ca  and  tha t  t he  Un i t ed  Na t ions
should be made the reposi tory for  a l l  such information in  accordance with
General Assembly resolutions 41/88 A, 42/46 B, 43/83  A and 44/124 B,

11 nscioua  o f  the  par t i cu la r  s i gn i f i cance  of  Antarc t i ca  t o  the
in t e rna t iona l  commun i ty ,  i n t e r  alia, in  t e r m s  of  i n t e rna t iona l  peace  and
s e c u r i t y , env i ronment ,  i t s  e f f ec t s  on  g loba l  c l ima t i c  cond i t i on s ,  e conomy  and
s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h ,

II nsc ious  al89 of  t he  i n t e r re l a t i on sh ip  be tween  An tarc t i ca  and  the
phys i ca l , c h e m i c a l  ana b i o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  r e g u l a t e  t h e  t o t a l  E a r t h
system,

“L/ A / 4 4 / 5 5 1 - 5 / 2 0 8 7 0 ,  a n n e x .

“2/ S e e  A / 4 5 / 4 7 4 ,  a n n e x .

“a/ See  A/45/421-S/21797.
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“m the  increa s ing  recogn i t i on  of  the  s i gn i f i can t  impac t  tha t
Antarctica exerts on the global environment and ecosystems and the need for a
comprehensive agreement on the protection and conservation of the Antarctica
environment and its dependent and associated ecosystems,

“#&&g the concern over the environmental degradation of J4ntarctica  and
its impact on global environment expressed at the f irst substantive session of
the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations  Conferencs  on Environment and .
Development, held at Nairobi from 6 to 31 August 1990,

Velce the  increa s ing  suppor t  f o r  the  e s t ab l i shment  of  Antarc t i ca  a s
a nature  reserve  or  world  park to ensure  the  protect ion and conservat ion of
i t s  environment  and i t s  dependent  and associated ecosystems for the  benef i t  of
all mankind,

“v the increas ing support  within the internat ional  community
for the banning of prospect ing and mining in  and around Antarct ica,

"Yelcm  f u r t h e r  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t a k e n  b y  s o m e  A n t a r c t i c  T r e a t y
Consultative Parties in promoting Antarctica as a nature reserve or world park
and the banning of  prospect ing and mining in  and around Antarct ica,

“ylelc&  the ongoing trend in acknowledging the need for
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  co-ordinated  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  s t a t i o n s  in  A n t a r c t i c a  i n
oraer  t o  m in im i se  unnece s sa ry  dup l i ca t i on  and  l og i s t i ca l  suppor t  f ac i l i t i e s ,

“Helc&a Alan the  i ncrea s ing  awarenes s  o f  and  in t e re s t  in  Antarc t i ca
shown by the international community, and convinced of the advantages to the
whole of mankind of a better knowledge of Antarctica,

“Affirmiga i t s  convicti t h a t ,  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  a l l  m a n k i n d ,
Antarct ica  should  cont inue forever  to  be  used exclus ively  for peaceful
purpose s  and  tha t  i t  shou ld  no t  become  the  s cene  o r  ob j ec t  o f  i n t e rna t iona l
d i s cord ,

I, t ha t  t he  manrgement  and  u se  o f  An tarc t i ca  shou ld  be
conducted in  accordance with  the purposes  and principles  of the  Charter  of  the
Un i t ed  Na t ions  and  in  the  i n t e re s t  of  main ta in ing  in t e rna t iona l  peace  and
securi ty  and of promoting internat ional  co-operat ion for the  benef i t  of
mankind as a whole.

II onvinced of  the  need to  prevent  or  minimize any negat ive  impact  of
human act iv i ty  resul t ing from the  large number of scient i f ic  s tat ions  anb
expedit ions  in  Antarct ica  on the environment  and i t s  dependent  and associated
ecosystems,

/ . . .
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“Tekinam all a spec t s  per ta in ing  t o  a l l  area6  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e
A n t a r c t i c  !fr68ty,  a/

I,

on the  quest ion of Antarct ica,
of  the  reports  of the  Secretary-General  51

“1. m its  rew t ha t  de sp i t e  t he  n u m e r o u s  re so lu t i on s  adop ted
by the  General  Assembly  the  Secretary-General  or  h is  representat ive  has  not
been invited to  the  meet ings  of  the  Antarct ic  Treaty  Consul tat ive  Parties,
including the  special  sesnion of the  Antarct ic  Treaty  Consul tat ive  Meet ing to
be held at Santiago from 19 November to 7 December 1990, and -rges once again
the  Antarct ic  Treaty  Consul tat ive  Part ies  to  inv i te  the  Secretary-General  or
h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e i r  f u t u r e  meetings2

“2 . QJls UDQ~ the Treaty Parties to deposit information and documents
covering al l  aspects  of Antarct ica  with  the  Secretary-General  of  the  United
Nations;

“3 . Sxnrm that any move to draw up a comprehensive
environmental  convent ion on the  conservat ion and protect ion of Antarct ica  and
i ts depeudent and  a s soc i a t ed  8coayst8ms  a s  w e l l  a s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  ‘rature
reserve  or  world  park must  be negot iated with  the ful l  part ic ipat ion of the
internat ional  community , and  in  th i s  r egard  s t re s se s  tha t  th i s  shou ld  be
pursued within  the  context  of the  United Nat ions  system,  including the  United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development;

“4 , m all  members  of  the  internat ional  community  to  support  a l l
ef for ts  t o  ban  prospec t ing  and  m i n i n g  i n  and  a round  Antarc t i ca  and  to  en sure
t h a t  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  s h o u l d  b e  e x c l u s i v e l y  u s e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p e a c e f u l
s c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  t h a t  a l l  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  s h o u l d  e n s u r e  t h e
maintenance of  internat ional  peace and securi ty  in  Antarct ica  and the
protection of its environment and should be for the benefit of all  mankind1

“5. Reaueats  the Secretary-General to undertake a comprehensive study
with  the  help  of  re levant  United Nat ions  agencies  such as  the  World
Meteorological Organisation  and the United Nations Environment Programme on
the establ ishment  of  a  United Nations-sponsored s tat ion in  Antarct ica  with  a
v i e w  t o  p r o m o t i n g  co-ordinate8 in t e rna t iona l  co -opera t ion  in  s c i en t i f i c
research for  the  benef i t  of  mankind,  part icularly  the  importance of  Antarct ica
t o  t h e  g l o b a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  e c o s y s t e m s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  a c t  a s  a n
early-warning system on cl imate  change and accidents ,  and submit  a report
thereon  to  the  Genera l  As semb ly  a t  i t s  f o r t y - s ix th  s e s s i on ;

“4/ U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  Wtv S e r i e s ,  v o l . 402, No. 5778.

“!j/  A / 4 5 / 5 4 8  a n d  5 4 9 .

/ . . .
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“6. w all States Members of the United Nations to co-operate with
the  Secretary-General  and to cont inue consul tat ions  on a l l  aspects  re lat ing to
Antarc t i ca ;

“7. mo reuuU the Secretary-Oeneral  to submit a report on his
evaluat ion of al l  aspects  of  Antarct ica  to  the General  Assembly  at  i t s
f o r t y - s i x t h  s8ssioxrr

“6. Decim  t o  Snclude  i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  a g e n d a  o f  i t s  f o r t y - s i x t h
session the item entitled ‘Question of Antarctica’.@*

6. At the 43rd meeting, on 21 November, w, on behalf  of the co-sponsors ,
who were joined later by w Faso. CD, the v. &BB~R&  and the.lted &pub l i c  of  &BE&.R, i n t r o d u c e d  a n d  o r a l l y  r e v i s e d  t h e  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n
(A/C.1/45/L.63/Rev.l)  a s  followsz

(a)  Operat ive  paragraph 4  was  deleted ana subsequent  paragraphs  renumbered;

(b) In operat ive  paragraph 6  “programmes and specialiaedv’  was  added after  “of
relevant  United Nat ions”, and @‘using  avai lable  data  and resources” was  added af ter
Wnited Nations Environment Programme**;

( c )  In  opera t i v e  paragraph  8 , “us ing avai lable  data  and resources” was  added
a f t e r “to submit a report”.

T h e  dra f t  r e so lu t i on  r ead  a s  f o l l ows :

idered the  i tem ent i t led  “Quest ion of Antarct ica’* ,

“g&~&&lg i ts  resolut ions  36177 of 15 December  1983,  391152 of
17 December 1984, 401156 A and B of 16 December 1985, 41188 A and B of
4 December 1986, 42146 A and B of 30 November 1987, 43/83 A and B o f
7 December 1988 and 441124 A an1 B of 15 December  1989,

II allino alsQ the relevant paragraphs of the final documents adopted by
the Ninth Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries,
held  at  Belgrade from 4 to  7  September  1989,  l/ the  second meet ing of  States
of  the  Zone of  Peace and Co-operat ion of the  South Atlant ic ,  held  at  Abuja
from 25 to 29 June 1990, a/ and the Nineteenth Islamic Conference of Foreign
Min i s t e r s , held at Cairo from 31 July to 5 August 1990, 91

‘I.&/ A/44/551-5/20870, annex.

“21 See A/45/474, annex.

“g/ S e e  A / 4 5 / 4 2 1 - 5 / 2 1 7 9 7 .

/ . . I
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“-into t h e  d e b a t e s  o n  th i s  i t e m  he ld  s i nce  i t s
t h i r t y - e i g h t h  s e s s i o n ,

“v the  pr inc ip l e  t ha t  t he  i n t e rna t i ona l  commun i ty  i s  en t i t l ed
to  informat ion covering al l  aspects  of Antarct ica  and that  the  United Nations
should be  made the reposi tory for  a l l  such information in  accordance with
General  Assembly  resolut ions  41168 A,  42146 B, 43/63  A and 441124 B,

I*- of  t he  par t i cu l a r  s i gn i f i cance  of  Antarc t i ca  t o  the
in t e rna t iona l  c o m m u n i t y ,  igter al.b, in  terms of internat ional  peace and
s e c u r i t y ,  e n v i r o n m e n t , i t s  e f f ec t s  on  g loba l  c l ima t i c  cond i t i on s ,  e conomy  and
s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h ,

‘*Conscious  w of  t he  i n t e r re l a t i on sh ip  be tween  An tarc t i ca  and  the
p h y s i c a l , chemical  and biological  processes  that  regulate  the  tota l  Barth
aye tern,

“Welca  the  increa s ing  recogn i t i on  o f  the  s i gn i f i can t  impac t  tha t
Antarctica exerts on the global environment and ecosystems and the need for a
comprehensive  agreement  on the  protect ion and conservat ion of  the  Antarct ica
environment  and i t s  dependent  and associated ecosystems,

“w the concern over the  environmental  degradat ion of  Antarct ica  and
its  impact on global  environment  expressed at  the  f irs t  substant ive  sess ion of
the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, held at Nairobi from 6 to 31 August 1990,

“m the  increa s ing  suppor t  for  the  e s t ab l i shment  o f  An tarc t i ca  a s
a  nature  reserve  or world  park to  ensure  the  protect ion and conservat ion of
i t s  environment  and i t s  dependent  and associated ecosystems for the  benef i t  of
all mankind,

“Welca  also t h e  increaaiag  suppor t  w i th in  the  i n t e rna t iona l  commun i ty
for the banning of  prospect ing and mining in  and around Antarct ica,

“Welcoming the  in i t ia t ive  taken by some Antarct ic  Treaty  Consul tat ive
Part ies  in  promoting Antarct ica  as  a  nature  reserve  or  world  park and the
banning of prospecting and mining in and around Antarctica,

“m the ongoing trend in acknowledging the need for
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  c o - o r d i n a t e d  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  s t a t i o n s  i n  A n t a r c t i c a  i n
order  to  m in im i se  unnece s sa ry  dup l i ca t i on  and  l og i s t i ca l  suppor t  f ac i l i t i e s ,

‘VJPlcoming the increas ing awareness  of  and infereat  in  Antarct ica  shown
by the  internat ional  community , and convinced of  the  advantages  to  the  whole
of mankind of a better knowledga of Antarctica,

“1 t ha t ,  i n  the  i n t e re s t  o f  a l l  mank ind ,
Antarct ica  should  cont inue for  ever  to  be  used exclus ively  for peaceful
purposes  and that  i t  should not  become the scene or object  of internat ional
d i s cord ,

/ . . .
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“afire that the management and use of Antarctica should be
conducted in  accordance with  the purposes  and principles  of the  Charter  of  the
United Nat ions  and in  the  interest  of maintaining internat ional  peace and
secur i t y  and  o f  p romot ing  in t e rna t iona l  co -opera t ion  for  t he  bene f i t  o f
mankind as a whole,

8*~~n~i~~~  of the  need to  prevent  or  minimise  any negat ive  impact  of
h u m a n  a c t i v i t y  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  l a r g e  n u m b e r  of  s c i e n t i f i c  s t a t ions  and
expedit ions  in  Antarct ica  on the environment  and i t s  dependent  and associated
ecosystems,

**-a iam a l l  a s p e c t s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a l l  a r e a s  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e
A n t a r c t i c  T r e a t y ,  $1

isg note  with  ep~reciation  of  the  reports  of the Secretary-General  51
on the  quest ion of Antarct ica,

"1. Pxbresses i t s  remthat  despi te  the  numerous  resolut ions  adopted
by the General Assembly, t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  o r  h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  h a s  n o t
been invi ted to the  meet ings of the  Antarct ic  Treaty  Consul tat ive  Part ies ,
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  A n t a r c t i c  T r e a t y  C o n s u l t a t i v e  M e e t i n g  a t
Santiago from 19 November to 7 December 1990, and urges once again the
A n t a r c t i c  T r e a t y  C o n s u l t a t i v e  P a r t i e s  t o  i n v i t e  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  o r  h i s
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e i r  f u t u r e  m e e t i n g s ;

" 2 . Cal.L the Treaty  Part ies  to  deposi t  information and documents
c o v e r i n g  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  A n t a r c t i c a  w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d
Nations  and requests  the  Secretary-General  to  submit  a report  on his
e v a l u a t i o n s  t h e r e o n  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  a t  i t s  f o r t y - s i x t h  sessioat

"3, mresses the convictipg  that any move to draw up a comprehensive
environmental  convent ion on the  conservat ion and protect ion of  Antarct ica  and
its  dependent  and associated ecosystems as  wel l  as  es tabl i shing a  nature
r e s e r v e  o r  w o r l d  p a r k  m u s t  b e  n e g o t i a t e d  wi th  the  fu l l  par t i c ipa t i on  o f  t he
internat ional  community, and  in  th i s  r egard  s t re s se s  tha t  th i s  shou ld  be
pursued within  the  context  of the  United Nat ions  system,  including the  United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development;

"4, !&~Gs a l l  members of  the  iaternatlonal  community  to  support  a l l
ef forts  to  baa prospect ing and mining in  and around Antarct ica  and to  ensure
t h a t  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  s h o u l d  b e  e x c l u s i v e l y  u s e d  for  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p e a c e f u l
scgentific  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  t h a t  a l l  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  s h o u l d  e n s u r e  t h e
ma in tenance  o f  i n t e rna t iona l  peace  a n d  s ecur i t y  i n  An tarc t i ca  and  the
pro tec t i on  o f  i t s  env i ronment  and  shou ld  be  fo r  the  bene f i t  o f  a l l  mank ind ;

“a/ Un i t ed  Na t ions ,  Treaty  S e r i e s ,  v o l .  4 0 2 ,  N o .  5 7 7 0 .

"5, A/45/540  a n d  A/45/549,

/ . . .
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“5. Recruests  the  Secretary-General  to  undertake a  comprehensive  s tudy
with  the  help  of  re levant  United Nat ions  programmes and specialized  agencies
such as the World Meteorological Organizatioa and the United Nations
Environment Programme, u s i n g  a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  a n d  r e s o u r c e s ,  o n  t h e
establ i shment  of  a United Nations-sponsored s tat ion in  Antarct ica  with  a  v iew
to  promot ing  co-ordinate8  in t e rna t iona l  co -opera t ion  in  s c i en t i f i c  research
f o r  the  bene f i t  of  mankind ,  par t i cu l a r l y  the  impor tance  of  Antarc t i ca  t o  the
global environment and ecosystems, a s  w e l l  a s  t o  a c t  a s  a n  e a r l y - w a r n i n g
system on climate change and accidents, and submit  a report  thereon to  the
Genera l  As sembly  a t  i t s  f o r ty - s ix th  s e s s i on ;

8, 6. Uraea al l  States  Members  of  the  United Nat ions  to  co-operate  with
t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  a n d  t o  c o n t i n u e  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  o n  a l l  a s p e c t s  r e l a t i n g  t o
Antarct ica1

"7 . Also  reauests  the  Secretary-General  to  submit  a report ,  us ing
a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  a n d  r e s o u r c e s , on the  s tate  of the  environment  in Antarct ica
and i t s  impact  on the  global  system to  the  General  Assembly at  i t s  forty-s ixth
session1

II
8. Dec ide s  t o  i nc lude  i n  the  p rov i s i ona l  agenda  o f  i t s  f o r ty - s ix th

se s s ion  the  i t em  en t i t l ed  'Ques t i on  o f  An tarc t i ca ' . * '

7 . At the 47th meeting, on 28 November, the Secretary of the Committee made a
statement  concerning the  programme budget  impl icat ions  of  the  resolut ion (see
A/C. 1145IPV.47).

8. At the same meeting, the  Committee  adopted draft  resolut ion
A/C.1/45/L.63/Rev.2  b y  a  r o l l - c a l l  v o t e  o f  7 5  t o  n o n e ,  w i t h  8  a b s t e n t i o n s  ( s e e
para. 1 2 ,  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A ) . The vot ing was  as  fo l lows:  A/

In favours Afghanistan, A lban ia ,  A lger i a , Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas,
Bahrain,  Bangladesh,  Barbados,  Benin,  Bhutan,  Bol iv ia ,  Botswana,
Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Congo,
CGte d'Ivoire,  Cyprus,  Djibout i ,  Egypt ,  Ethiopia,  Ghana,  Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau,  Indonesia , Iran (Is lamic  Republ ic  of) ,  Iraq,
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jemahiriya,
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Malclives, Mali,  Mauritius, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Nigeria,
Oman,  Pakistan,  Paraguay,  Phi l ippines ,  Qatar,  Saudi  Arabia,

11 The fol lowing 43 States  announced that  they were not  part ic ipat ing in  the
vote : Argen t ina ,  Australia, A u s t r i a ,  B e l g i u m ,  B r a z i l ,  B u l g a r i a ,  B y e l o r u s s i a n
Soviet  Social i s t  Republ ic ,  Canada,  Chi le ,  China, Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia,
Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, India,
I s r a e l ,  I t a l y ,  J a p a n , Lao People's Democratic Republic, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Poland, Romania, Solomon
Islands,  Spain,  Sweden,  Union of Soviet  Social i s t  Republ ics ,  United Kingdom of
Great  Bri ta in  and Northern Ireland,  United States  of  America,  Uruguay and Viet  Nam.

/ . . .
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Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Suriname, Swaailand, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Emirates,
United Republ ic  of  Taasaaia, Vanuatu, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia,
2 imbabwe  .

A!itdKa: None.

Abs: F i j i ,  I r e l a n d ,  L i e c h t e n s t e i n ,  M a l t a ,  P o r t u g a l ,  T u r k e y ,  U k r a i n i a n
S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c ,  VenemuelR.

8. praft tee- AK.Wm.64 a R e v . 1

9. On 19 November 1990, Tunfaia,  on behalf of the States members of the Group of
Afr i can  S ta te s , submitted a draft resolution entitled “Question of Antarcticate
(A/C.1/45/L.64),  which read as follows:

@@m i t s r e s o l u t i o n s 43/83 B of 7 December 1988 and 441124 o f
15 December 1989,

“W~,&,n~consiaered  the i tem entitled ‘Question of Antarctica’,

‘*&j&g w i t h  reqLat t h a t  t h e  r a c i s t aaartheia  rdgime of South Africa.
which has been suspended from participation in the General Assembly of the
United Nations, has continued to participate in the meetings of the Antarctic
Treaty Consultative Parties,

,I cal l ing the  resolut ion adopted by the  Counci l  of Ministers  of the
Organ i za t ioa  o f  A f r i can  Un i ty  a t  i t s  f i f t i e th  o rd inary  s e s s ion ,  he ld  a t
Addis Ababa f rom 17  to  22  July  1989,  A/

"Becall- the relevant  paragraphs  of the  f inal  documents  adopted by
the Ninth Coo:erence  of Beads of State or Government of the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 1989, 21

“Recallina fur- t h a t  t h e  A n t a r c t i c  T r e a t y  a/ i s ,  b y  i t s  t e r m s ,
intended to  further  the  purposes  and principles  embodied in  the  Charter  of the
United Nat ions,

“A/ S e e  A / 4 4 / 6 0 3 ,  a n n e x  I .

“2/ A / 4 4 / 5 5 1 - 8 / 2 0 6 7 0 ,  annex.

“91 Ua i  t sd  Na t ions , Treatv Serb, v o l .  4 0 2 ,  N o .  5 7 7 8 .

/ ..*
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“w t h a t  t h e  p o l i c y  o f -practised by  the  rac i s t  m inor i t y
regime of South Africa, which has been universally condemned, constitutes a
threat  to regional  and internat ional  peace and securi ty ,

“1. sews wi th  COW t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  par t i c ipa t ion  of  t h e  eoartheia
regime of South Afr ica  in  the  meet ings  of the  Antarct ic  Treaty  Consul tat ive
Parties t

“2. -8 om to  the  An tarc t i c  Treatj  C o n s u l t a t i v e  Partied to
take  urgent  measures  to  exclude the racis t  e regime  o f  Sou th  Afr i ca
f r o m  par t i c ipa t ion  in  the  mee t ing s  of  t h e  C o n s u l t a t i v e  P a r t i e s  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t
po s s ib l e  da t e r

“3 . -8 note of the report of the Secretary-General 4/ and expresses
deep concern that the Antarctic Troaty Consultative Parties have consistently
fa i led to  respond to the  repeated request  by  the  Qenera:  Assembly,  through the
Co-ordinator  State,  to  submit  information on the  measures  taken by the  sa id
part ies  in  accordance with paragraph 2 cf the  present  resolut ion8

“4 . ReaYaafia the  Secretary-General  to  submit  a  report  in  th is  regard to
t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly  a t  i t s  f o r ty - s ix th  s e s s i on ,  t ak ing  in to  accoun t  the
concerns expressed in paragraph 3 of the present resolution;

“5 . D e c i d e s  t o  i n c l u d e  i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  a g e n d a  of  i t s  f o r ty - s ix th
s e s s i o n  t h e  i t e m  e n t i t l e d  ‘ Q u e s t i o n  of  nntarctica’.”

“x/ A / 4 5 / 4 5 8 .  ”

10. At the 47th meeting, on 26 November, the representative of Tvnisia  introduced
dra f t  r e so lu t i on  A/C.1/45/L.64/Rev.l  a n d  o r a l l y  r e v i s e d  it b y  r e p l a c i n g  o p e r a t i v e
paragraph 3, which read:

3. J-s the Antarct ic  Treaty  Consul tat ive  Part ies  to  inform the
Secretary-Genera l  of  the  measures  taken regarding the provis ions  of  the
p r e s e n t  resolutiont

by the  fo l lowing text :

3 . Aoneals o n c e  aaaig t o  t h e  A n t a r c t i c  T r e a t y  C o n s u l t a t i v e  P a r t i e s  t o
take urgent  measures  to  exclude the  racis t  aaartheJQ  rigime from part ic ipat ion
i n  t h e  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  C o n s u l t a t i v e  Psrtiee  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  d a t e ,  aad
invi tes  them to  inform the  Secretary-General  of  the  measures  taken regarding
the  prov i s i on s  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  r e s o l u t i o n .

/ . . .
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11. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C.1/45/L.64/Rev.l,  as  oral ly  rev ised,  by  A  ro l l -ca l l  vote of  84  to  none, with
6 abstentions (see pare. 12, draft resolution B). The voting was as follower 21

Xnfevoulr Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas,
Bahrain,  Bangladesh,  Barbados,  Benin,  Bhutan,  Bol iv ia ,  Braail,
Brunei Darusselam, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, China,
Colombia, Congo, C8te d’lvoire,  Cuba,  Cyprus,  Dj ibout i ,  Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji,  Ghana, Guinea,
Gu inea -B i s sau ,  India, Indones i a ,  IrGn (Islsmic  R e p u b l i c  o f ) ,
Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mali, Mexico, Mo;rgolia,  Morocco, Moaambique, Myanmar,
Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Peru,
P h i l i p p i n e s ,  Oata‘,, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone,
Singapore, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaailand, Syrian
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia,
Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanaania,
Vanuatu, Vensauela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

-8 Ireland,  Liechtenste in,  Malta ,  Mauri t ius ,  Portugal ,  Ukrainian
Soviet Social18 t Republic.

21 The fol lowing 35 States  announced that  they were not  part ic ipat ing in  the
vote8 A r g e n t i n a ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  A u s t r i a ,  B e l g i u m ,  B u l g a r i a ,  Byelorussian  S o v i e t
S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c , Canada,  Chi le ,  Czechoslovakia,  Denmark,  Finland,  France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Malawi,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Poland, Romania, Solor~ton
Is lands,  Spain,  Sweden,  Turkey,  Union of  Soviet  Social i s t  Republ ics ,  United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay.

/ . . .
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III. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE

12. The First Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
fo l l ow ing  dra f t  resolutionsr

A

wg co- the item entitled “Question of Antarctica*‘,

m its resolut ions  38177 of 15 December  1983,  391152 of
17 December 1904,  401156 A and B of 16 December 1985, 41188 A and B of
4 December 1986, 42146  A and B of 30 November 1987, 43/83  A and B of
7 December 1988 and 441124  A and B of 15 December 1989,

s the relevant  paragrciphs  of  the  f inal  documents  adopted by the
Ninth Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at
Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 1989, 31 the second meeting of States of the Zone of
reace  and Co-operat ion of  the  South Atlant ic , held  at  Abuja,  Nigeria ,  from 25 to
29 June 1930, 4.1 and the Nineteenth Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers, held
at Cairo from 31 July to 5 August 1990, 51

Taking into &count the debates on this item held since its thirty-eighth
se s s ion ,

ksaffir&t.  the  p r inc ip l e  t ha t  t he  i n t e rna t i ona l  commun i ty  i s  en t i t l ed  t o
information covering all aspects of Antarctica and that the United Nations should
be made the repository for all such information in accordance with General Assembly
resolutions 41/88 A, 42146 B, 43183 A and 441124 B,

Conscious of the particular significance of Antarctica to the international
comrnuni ty, inter-3118,  in  t e r m s  o f  i n t e rna t i ona l  peace  and  s ecur i t y ,  env i ronment ,
it.s effects on global climatic conditions, economy and scientific research,

Conscipus also of the interrelationship between Antarctica and the physical,
chemical and biological processes that regulate the total Earth system,

31 A/44/551-S/20870, annex.

4.1 See A/45/474, annex.

51 See A/45/421-5/21797.

/ . . .
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m the increa s ing  recogn i t i on  o f  the  s i gn i f i can t  impac t  tha t  An tarc t i ca
exerts on the global environment and ecosystems and the need for a comprehensive
agreement  on the  protect ion and conservat ion of the  Antarct ic  environment  and i t s
dependent and associated ecosystems,

Gharina the concern over the  environmental  degradat ion of  Antarct ica  and i t s
impac t  on  g loba l  env i ronment  expre s sed  a t  t he  f i r s t  substantive se s s ion  o f  the
Preparatory Committee for the United  Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, held rt Nairobi from 6 to 31 August 1990,

&J&D&~ the  increa s ing  suppor t  f o r  the  e s t ab l i shment  o f  An tarc t i ca  a s  a
nature  reserve  or world park to  ensure  the  protect ion and conservat ion of i t s
environment  and i t s  dependent  and associated ecosystems for  the  benef i t  of al l
mankind,

Helcqmina  am the increas ing support  within the  internat ional  co.nmunity  for
the banning of  prospect ing and mining in  and around Antarct ica,

pelcu the in i t ia t ive  taken by some Antarct ic  Treaty  Consul tat ive  Part ies
in promoting Antarctica as a nature reserve or world park and the banning of
prospectf:lg and mining in and around Antarctica,

Welcoming the ongoing trend in  acknowledging the  need for  internat ional ly
co-ordinate8  sc i en t i f i c  r e search  s t a t i ons  i n  An tarc t i ca  i n  order  t o  minimize
unnece s sary  dup l i ca t i on  and  lcgistical  suppor t  f ac i l i t i e s ,

yelcomw the increas ing awareness  of  and interest  in  Antarct ica  shown by the
internat ional  community, and convinced of the advantages to the whole of mankind of
a better knowledge of Antarctica,

Afeirmincr i t s  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  a l l  m a n k i n d ,  A n t a r c t i c a
should cont inue for ever  to  be  used exclus ively  for  peaceful  purposes  and that  i t
should not become the  scene or object  of internat ional  discord,

Reeffirmina that the management and use of Antarctica should be conducted in
accordance with  the purposes  and principles  of the  Charter  of  the  United Nat ions
and i n  the  i n t e re s t  o f  ma in ta in ing  in t e rna t iona l  peace  and  s ecur i t y  and  of
promoting internat ional  co-operat ion for  the  benef i t  of  mankind as  a  whole,

Convinced of the need to prevent or minimise any negative impact of human
a c t i v i t y  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  l a r g e  n u m b e r  of  s c i en t i f i c  s t a t i ons  and  exped i t i ons  i n
Antarctica on the environment and its dependent and associated ecosystems,

Taking into accou&  all aspects pertaining to all areas covered by the
A n t a r c t i c  T r e a t y ,  61

61 United Nat ions ,  Treaty  Series ,  vol .  402,  No.  5776.

/ . . .
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note  with  s of the  reports  of  the  Secretary-Qeneral  on the
question of Antarctica, I/

1. -es its rew that ,  despi te  the  numerous  resolut ions  adopted by
the General Assembly, the  Secretary-General  or his  representat ive  has  not  been
invited to the meetings of the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties, including the
spec i a l  s e s s i on  of  t h e  A n t a r c t i c  T r e a t y  C o n s u l t a t i v e  heeting a t  San t i ago  f r o m
19 November to 7 December 1990, and urges once again the Antarctic Treaty
Consul tat ive  Parties to  inv i te  the  Secretary-Qeneral  or his representat ive  to  their
f u t u r e  meetingat

2. w t h e  A n t a r c t i c  T r e a t y  C o n s u l t a t i v e  P a r t i e s  t o  d e p o s i t
in format ion and documents  covering al l  aspects  of Antarct ica  with  the
Secretary-General  of the  United Nat ions  and requasts  the  Secretary-General  to
submit a report  on his  evaluat ions  thereon to  the  General  Assembly  at  i t s
f o r t y - s i x t h  sessionr

3. weea t&-i&h that any move to draw up a comprehensive
environmental convention on the conservation and protection of Antarctica and its
dependent  and associated ecosystems as  wel l  a8 es tabl i shing a  nature  reserve  or
wor ld  park  mus t  be  nego t i a t ed  w i th  the  fu l l  par t i c ipa t i on  o f  t he  i n t e rna t iona l
colnlnuni ty, and in  this  regard s tresses  that  this  should be pursued within the
context of the United Nations system, including the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Developments

4. m all members  of  the  internationai community  to  support  a l l  e f forts
to ban prospecting and mining in and around Antarctica and to ensure that all
a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  u s e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  for  t he  purpose  of  p e a c e f u l  s c i e n t i f i c
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  t h a t  a l l  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  e n s u r e  t h e  maiatenance  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
peace  and securi ty  in  Antarct ica  and the protect ion of  i t s  environment  and are for
the  benef i t  of  a l l  mankind)

5. Beasrests the  Secretary-Geueral  to  undertake a  comprehensive  s tudy with
the help  of  re levant  United Nat ions  programmes and specialized agencies  such as  the
World Meteorological Organisation and the United Nations Environment Programme,
u s i n g  a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  a n d  r e s o u r c e s , on  the e s t ab l i shmen t  o f  a  Un i t ed
Nations-sponsored s tat ion in  Antarct ica  with  a  v iew to  promoting co-ordinate8
in te rna t iona l  co -opera t ion  in  scientific re search  for  the  bene f i t  o f  mank ind ,
part icular ly  the  importance of Antarct ica  to the  global  environment  and ecosystems,
a8 well as to act as an early-warning system on climate change and accidents, and
s u b m i t  a  r epor t  t hereon  to  the  Genera l  As semb ly  a t  i t s  f o r t y - s ix th  s e s s i on ;

6. Urges  a l l  States  Members  of  the  United Nat ions  to  co-operate  with  the
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  a n d  t o  c o n t i n u e  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  o n  a l l  a s p e c t s  r e l a t i n g  t o
Antarc t i ca ;

z/ A/45/540 and A/45/549.

/ l . .
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7. Recrueste the Secretary-General to submit a report, using available data
bnd resources, on the  s tate  of  the  environment  in  Antarct ica  and i t s  impact  on the
g l o b a l  s y s t e m  to  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  at i t s  f o r ty - s ix th  s e s s ion ;

8. Decides  t o  i n c l u d e  i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  a g e n d a  o f  i t s  f o r t y - s i x t h  s e s s i o n
the  i tem ent i t led  “Quest ion of Antarct ica”.

B

w its r e s o l u t i o n s 43/83 B o f 7 December 1988 and 441124 A and B o f
15 December 1989,

Having cw t h e  i t e m  e n t i t l e d  “ Q u e s t i o n  o f  A n t a r c t i c a ” ,

w w i t h  rearet  t h a t  t h e  r a c i s t  e regime  o f  south Afr i ca ,  wh ich  has
been suspended from part ic ipat ion in  the  General  Assembly of  the  United Nat ions,
has  cont inued to part ic ipate  in  the  meet ings  of the  Antarct ic  Treaty  Consul tat ive
P a r t i e s ,

m the reeolution  adopted by the  Counci l  of Ministers  of the
O r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  A f r i c a n  U n i t y  a t  i t s  f i f t i e t h  o r d i n a r y  s e s s i o n ,  h e l d  a t  Addis Ababa
f rom 17  to  22  July  1989,  a/

w the relevant  paragraphs  of the  f inal  documents  adopted by the
Ninth Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at
Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 1989, p/

v t h a t  t h e  A n t a r c t i c  T r e a t y  u/ i s ,  b y  i t s  t e r m s ,  i n t e n d e d  t o
further  the purposes  and principles  embodied in  the  Charter  of the  United Nat ions ,

&&&g t h a t  t h e  p o l i c y  of  ep r a c t i s e d  b y  t h e  r a c i s t  m i n o r i t y  regime o f
South Afr ica,  which has  been universal ly  condemned,  const i tutes  a  threat  to
regional  and internat ional  peace and securi ty ,

1 . -8 notg of  the  report  of the  Secretary-General  &&/ and expresses  deep
concern that no concrete measures have been taken in accordance with paragraph 2 of
resolut ion 44/124  At

B/ See A/44. ~03, annex I.

w A/44/551-S/20870,  annex,

bQ/ United Nat ions, Treatv Secim,  vol. 4 0 2 ,  N o .  5 7 7 8 .

us.1 A/45/458.
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2, Viewa the  con t inu ing  par t i c ipa t ion  o f  the  m regime
of South Africa in the  meet ings  of  the  Antarct ic  Treaty  Consul tat ive  Partlest

3. &umrBK - -m t o  t h e A n t a r c t i c  T r e a t y  C o n s u l t a t i v e  P a r t i e s  t o  t a k e
urgent  measures to  exclude  the  racist apartheid regime from part ic ipat ion in  the
meet ings  of the  Consul tat ive  Parties at the  earl ies t  poss ible  date ,  and invi tes
them to  inform the  Secretary-General  of the  measures  taken regarding the  provis ions
o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  resolutiow

4. m the Secretary-General  to  submit  a report  in  this  regard to  the
General Assembly at its forty-sixth session, taking into  account  the  concern
expressed in paragraph 1 of the present resolutionr

5. Decidda  to  i nc lude  i n  the  p rov i s i ona l  agenda  of  i t s  f o r ty - s ix th  s e s s ion
the i tem ent i t led  * ‘Quest ion of Antarct ica”.

-----


