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I . IRTRODUCTXON *.

1. The item entitled V e r i f i c a t i o n  i n  a l l  i t s  a s p e c t s ”  w a s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e
provisional agenda of the forty-fifth aesaion  of the General Assembly in accordance
with Assembly resolution 43/81 B of 7 December 1988.

2. At its 3rd plenary meeting, oa 21 September 1990, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the General Committee, decided to  include the i tem in  i t s  agenda
a n d  t o  a l l o c a t e  it t o  t h e  F i r s t  Comnittee.

3. At  i t s  2nd  m e e t i n g , on 9 October 1990, the First Committee decided to hold a
general  debate  on the  disarmament  i tems al located to  i t ,  namely,  i tems 45  to  66 .
At  i ts  4th meet ing,  on 16 October, t h e  F i r s t  C o m m i t t e e  d e c i d e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  j o i n t l y
with other diearmwnent  i tems agenda i tem 155 , w h i c h  w a e  a l l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  F i r s t
Committee upon a decision of the General Assembly at ite 30th plenary meeting, on
15 October. The del iberat ions  on those  i tems took place  between the  3rd and
23rd meet ings ,  f rom 15  to  30  October (see A/C.1/45/PV.3-23).  Considerat ion of  and
act ion on draft  resolut ions  on those item8 took  place  between the  24th  and
39th meetings, from 2 to 16 November (see A/C.1/45/PV.24-39).

4. In connect ion with  i tem 66 ,  the  First Connnittee  had before  i t  the  fol lowing
document: note  by  the  Secretary-General  on the  s tudy on the  role  of  the  United
Nat ions  i n  t h e  f i e ld  o f  v e r i f i ca t i on  (A /45 /372  and  Corr.1).
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II. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT BESOLUTION A/C.1/45/L.42

5. On 31 October, 9 Eel-, Botswana l

,

MBxico,  the& Now, Pw. R&a. Samoa,
,  the &

m and Zaircl mbmitted  a dra f t  resolut ion,  entit led “Study  on the  roie of
the United Nations in the field of verification" (A/C.1/45/L.42), which was later
also sponsored  by m. The draft resolution was introduced by the
representative of Sweden at the 28th meeting, on 6 November.

6. At the 37th meeting, on 15 November, the Secretary of +he Comittee  made a
statement concerning the progra!mne  budget implications of the draft resolution (see
A/C.1/45/PV.37).

7. At the same meeting, the Comittee  adopted draft resolution AK.114WL.42
w i t h o u t  a  v o t e  ( s e e  para. 8).

I I I . RECOMENDATION  OF TRB FIRST COWITTEE

8. The First Conunittee  recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
f o l l o w i n g  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n :

w its resoiations 401152 0 of 16 December 1985, 41186 Q o f
4 December 1906, 42142  F of 30 November 1987 and 43181 B of 7 December 1988,

w t h e  impbrrtant  r o l e  t ha t  t he  Un i t ed  Na t ions ,  i n  accordance  w i th  i t s
Charter, has to play in the sphere of disarmmnent,

w t h a t  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e s  of the world h a v e  a v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e
success of disarmament negotiations and that, consequently, all States have the
duty to contribute to effort6 in the field of disarmament,

m that  the  crit ical  importance of  verif ication of  and compliance with
arms limitation and disarmament agreements is universally recognised,

m that the issue of verification of and compliance with arms
limita-tion  and disarmament  agreements  i s  a  matter  of concern to  a l l  nat ions ,

B that the United Nations, in accordance with its role and
re spons ib i l i t i e s  e s t ab l i shed  under  the  Char te r , can make a  s ignif icant  contr ibut ion
in the  f ie ld  of  ver i f icat ion,  in  part icular  of mult i la teral  agreements ,

/ . . .
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(a) Disarmament and arms limitation agreements should provide for adequate
and effective measures of verification satirfactory  to all  partler concerned in
order to create the necessary confidence and to enmare  that they are being observed
b y  a l l  p a r t i e s ;

(b) The form and modalities of the verification to be provided for in any
specific agreement depend upon and should be determined by the purposesr  scope and
n a t u r e  of  t h e  agreementj

(c) Agreements should provide for the participation of parties  direct ly  or
through the United Nations system in the verification procmar

(d) Where appropriate, a combination of several methods of verification aa
well as other compliance procedures should be employed,

(a) In the context of international disarmament negotiations, the problem of
veri f icat ion should be further examined and adequate  methods  and procedures  in  this
f ie ld  should be consideredr

(b) Every effort should be made to develop appropriate methods and procedures
thst are non-discriminatory and that do not interfere unduly with the internal
affairs of States partiea or otber State8 or jeogardire  their economic,
technological  and socia l  development ,

mna nota of all proposals that had been put forward in the field of
verification by Member States, J,t including those by Canada and the Netherlands,
France and the countr ies  of the Six-Nation Ini t ia t ive ,  2t

DfficialRecordsoZthsaRiQn
~ul~~ent%.  3 (A/S-15/3), para. 6 0  (para. 6 ,  s e c t .  1 1 1 . 2 ,  o f  t h e  q u o t e d  t e x t ) . ’

21 See the Joint Declaration issued on 22 May 1984 by the heads of State or
Government of Argentina, Greece, India, Mexico, Sweden and the United Republic of
Tanzania (A/39/277-S/16587, annex)  for the printed text, see Ofiicislrda  U
%he Suu.br Council,* SuppUm~&  for Aoril, 1984 #
document S/16587, annex), reaff irmed in  the  Delhi  Declarat ion i ssued on
28 January 1985 (A/40/114-S/16921, annex; for the printed text, bee Pffieial

-March 1985, document S/16921,  annex), the Mexico Declaration issued on
7 August 1986 (A/41/518-S/18277,  annex I), and the Stockholm Declaration issued on
21 January 1988 (A/43/125-S/19478, annex).

t .*.
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Affirm,hg  i t s  support  for  the  16 principles  of veri f icat ion drawn up by the
Disarmament Commission, a/

&&g that recent  developments  in  internat ional  re lat ions  have  underscored
the importance of effective veri f icat ion of exist ing and future  arms l imitat ion and
disarmament agreements,

m that by resolution 43t81 B the General Assembly requested the
Secretary-General to undertake, with the assirtance  of a group of qualified
governmental exports, an in-depth study of the role of the United Nations in the
f i e ld  o f  verificatioa  tha t  would :

(a) Ident i fy  and review exis t ing activitie..  of the United Nat ions  in  the
f i e ld  o f  v e r i f i ca t i on  of  arms  l im i t a t i on  and  diaarmamentj

(b) Assess the need for improvements in eristing  activities a8 well  aa
exp lo re  a n d  i den t i f y  po s s ib l e  add i t i ona l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  taking i n to  accoun t
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l , t e c h n i c a l ,  o p e r a t i o n a l , l ega l  and  f i nanc i a l  a spec t s ;

(c) Provide speci f ic  recommendat ions  for future  act ion by the  United Nat ions
in this content]

and to submit a comprehensive report. o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  a t  i t s
forty-f i fth session,

1. Welcomu the report of the Secretary-General; fit

2. Notes  that  the  report  was  approved by the  group of qual i f ied  governmental
experts  to undertake a  s tudy on the  role  of  the  United Nat ions  in  the  f ie ld  of
veri f ication;

3. Qmmen&  the report to the attention of Member States2

4. Reauests  the  Se,:retary-General  t o  g i v e  t h e  r a p o r t  t h e  w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e
circulation;

5. Also reauestg that  the  Secretary-General  take appropriate  act ion within
available resources on the recommendations of the group2

6. Encouregaa Member States  to give  act ive  cons iderat ion to  the
recommendations contained in the concluding chapter and to assist the
Secretary-General in their implementation where appropriater

$1 Qfficial  Reco  d s  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  &f~~@lv.  Fifvial SessiQn
S.upp_!ment  N o ,  3 (A/S:lit3), para. 60 (para. 6, sect .  I ,  of the  quoted text) , ’

!I/ A/45/372  and Corr.1.

/ * . .
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7. w the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its
forty-seventh session on actions taken by Member States and by the United Nations
Secretariat to implement these recommendations)

8. Decidea to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-seventh session
an  item e n t i t l e d  *OVerification  in  a l l  i t s  a spec t s , including the  role  of the  United
Nations in the field of verification**.

---mm


