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1, The United Nat ions  Voluntary Fund for  Victims of  Torture  was  es tabl i shed
pursuant to General Assembly resolution 361151 of 16 December 1961 for the purpose
o f  r e c e i v i n g  volunl:ary  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n , through establ i shed channels
of  humanitarian assistance,  as  humanitarian, l e g a l  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s
whose  human r ights  have  been severely  v io lated as a  resul t  of  torture  and to
r e l a t i v e s  o f  s u c h  v i c t i m s . In  accordance  w i th  tha t  r e so lu t i on ,  p r io r i t y  i s  t o  be
g i v e n  t o  a i d  v i c t i m s  of  v i o l a t i o n s  b y  S t a t e s  i n  which  the  human  r igh t s  s i t ua t ion
has  been the  subject  of  resolut ions  or  decis ions  adopted by e i ther  the  General
Assembly, the Economic and Social Council or the Commission on Human Rights.

2. The Voluntary Fund is  adminis tered in  accordance with  the  Financial
Regulat ions  of  the  United Nat ions  by  the  Secretary-General ,  wi th  the  advice  of a
Board of Trustees composed of a chairman  and four members with wide experience in
the  f ie ld  of human righta, act ing in  their  personal  capaci ty  and appointed by the
Secretary-Genera ’ w i th  due  r egard  to  equ i t ab l e  geograph i ca l  d i s t r ibu t ion  and  in
consul tat ion with  their  Governments , The membership of the Board of Trustees is as
follows I Mr. Jaap Walkate (Chairman) (Netherlande)t  Ms. Elizabeth Odio Benito
(Costa Rica))  Mr, Waleed Sadi (Jordan)) Mr, Ivan Tosevski  (Yugoslaviajr  and
Mr. Amos Wako (Kenya).

3, In resolut ion 361151,  the  Genaral  Assembly  a lso  appealed to  a l l  Governments  to
respond favourably  to  requests  for  contr ibut ions  to  the Fund. By the same
resolut ion, the  Board of  Trustees  of the  Fund i s  authorized to  promote and sol ic i t
contr ibut ion:  and pledges  and the  Secretary-Geucral  i s  requested to  g ive  the  Board
c f  T r u s t e e s  a l l  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  i t  m a y  r e q u i r e . The Secretary-General  reports
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annually to the General Assembly and to the Commission on Human Rights on the
administrat ion of  the  Fund. The previous  reports  of  the Secretary-General  to  the
General  Assembly  are  contained in  documents  A/37/610,  A/30/221,  A/39/662,  A/40/076,
A/41/706,  A/42/701,  A/43/779 and A/44/70%.

4 . By its resolution 441145,  the General Assembly, t a k i n g  no te  o f  t he  r epor t  o f
the  Secretary-General  (A/44/708), expre s sed  i t s  g ra t i t ude  and  apprec i a t i on  to  the
Governments, organisations  and  ind i v idua l s  t ha t  had c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  F u n d ;  c a l l e d
upon all Governments, organ iaa t iona  and  ind i v idua l s  in  a  pos i t i on  to  do  so  to
r e s p o n d  f a v o u r a b l y  t o  r e q u e s t s  f o r  i n i t i a l  a s  w e l l  a s  f u r ther  con t r ibu t ions  t o  the
Fund1 i n v i t e d  G o v e r n m e n t s ,  i f  pos s ib l e , to  make contr ibut ions  on a  regular  basis ,
in order to  enable  the  Fund to  provide cont inuous  support  to  projects  that  depend
on recurrent  grants ;  requested the  Secretary-General  to  include,  on an annual
basis, the Fund among the programmes for which funds are pledged at the United
Nations Pledging Conference for Development  Activitiest  expressed i t s  appreciat ion
to the  Board of  Trustees  of  the  Fund for  the  work i t  has  carried out  and to  the
Secretary-General for the support giver! to the Boardr and requested the
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  t o  m a k e  u s e  o f  a l l  ex i s t i ng  po s s ib i l i t i e s ,  i nc lud ing  the
prepara t ion ,  p roduc t ion  and  d i s s emina t ion  o f  i n format ion  ma ter i a l s ,  t o  a s s i s t  t he
Board of Trustees  of  the  Fund in i ts  ef for ts  to  make the Fund and i t s  humanitar ian
work better  known and in  i t s  appeal  for  contr ibut ions.

5. Since St began operations, in 1983, pursuant to recommendations of the Board
of  Trustees ,  198 grants ,  tota l l ing $US 5,375,794,  have been authorised for
118 projects , f rom some  38  coun t r i e s  on  four  c o n t i n e n t s .  T h e s e  p r o j e c t s  f a l l
e s s e n t i a l l y  i n t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f i e l d s ,  p s y c h o t h e r a p y ,  m e d i c a l  c a r e ,  s o c i a l
r ehab i l i t a t i on  a n d  training o f  doc tor s ,  p sycho log i s t s ,  phys io therap i s t s ,
paramedical personnel, s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  for  t h e  s p e c i a l i s e d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t o r t u r e
v i c t i m s  a n d  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s , who also  suffer  psychological ly ,  economical ly  and
s o c i a l l y .

6. Since the  report  of  the  Secretary-General  to  the  General  Assembly  at  i t s
fo r ty - four th  s e s s ion , the  fol lowing contr ibut ions  to  the  Voluntary  Fund have been
received from Governments during the period from 16 October 1989 to 16 October 1990:

Government Contribution
( U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d o l l a r s )

Aus t r i a
Canada
Colombia
Finland
France
Germany (Federal
Greece
Iceland
Japan
Luxembourg
Netherlands

Republic of)

5 000
25 032
11 043

171 198
91 cl97

112 549
6 245
2 300

50 000
2 917

40 522
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New Zealand
Republic of Korea
Spain
Un’.ted  Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland

( U n i t e d  Ststes d o l l a r s )

17 685
5 000

36 730

50 733

7 . In  add i t i on ,  dur ing  tha t  per iod , t h e  Qovernment  o f  I t a l y  p l e d g e d
40 mill ion lires per year for the years 1989, 1990 and 1991, and the Government of
the United States of America pledged $US 100,000 for 1990, to be added to
$US 100,000 already pledged for 1989 and to $US 90,000 pledged for 1988.
Contribut ions  have  a l so  been received f rom a number of  indiv iduals .

8. Having in mind the request made by the General Assembly to the
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ,  i n  i t s  r e s o l u t i o n  44/145, t o  m a k e  u s e  o f  a l l  e x i s t i n g
p o s s i b i l i t i e s , including the preparat ion,  production and dissemiuatioa  of
information materials , t o  a s s i s t  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  m a k e  t h e
Fund and i ts  work  better  known and in  i t s  appeal  for contr ibut ions ,  the  Secretar iat
has prepared, produced and disseminated the information material described below.

In March 1990, the Centre for Human Rights has reprinted 5,000 copies of E&&
t,,,,,,.,, entitled “Methods of Combating Torture”, which contain& % chapter on
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the  Fund . A new fact  sheet  i s  under  preparat ion,  on the  United
Nat ions  vo lun tary  funds  i n  the  f i e ld  o f  human  r igh t s ,  wh i ch  w i l l  a l so  r e f e r  t o  t h e
Fund for Victims of Torture.

10. A press  re lease  on the  ninth seasion of  the  Board of  Trustees  (HRI2601)  was
publ ished in  French,  on 9  July, and in  Engl ish,  on 16 July  1990,  by  the  Information
Service of the United Nations Office at Geneva. On 24 July 1990, a copy of this
press  re lease  was  sent  for  information to  a l l  Governments  that  had contr ibuted to
the Fund.

11, The Fund will be included among the programmes for which funds are pledged at
the United Nations Pledging Conference for Development ACtiVitibS.

12. The Secretary-General has received from the Chairman of the Board of Trustees
addit ional  information on the  Board’s  act iv i t ies ,  which i s  annexed to  the present
report ,
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ANNEX

t ion on the of the of  Trustees of  m
d Nations  Vols f o r  Victimg o f  Tortyre. nrovi,&gJ

- C h a i r m a n

1. The Board of  Trustees  wishes  to  express  i t s  deep concern that ,  in  spi te  of  the
clear  prohibi t ion under internationel law of  torture  and other  cruel ,  inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment, i nc lud ing  corpora l  pun i shmen t ,  t he se  a re  s t i l l
widely  pract i sed under  the  jur isdict ion of  Member States . The Bo%rd, however,  i s
p roud  tha t  i t  i s  p l aced  in  a  pos i t i on  t o  of fer  c o n c r e t e  he lp  to  the  v i c t ims  o f  such
p r a c t i c e s .

2. The Board of Trustees has held nine sessions: in March 1983, October 1983,
August 1984, April 1985, February 1986, February 1987, February  1988, April 1989
and June 1990. At each session the Board has scrutinised a large number of
projects  submit ted to  i t  and has  made recommendat ions  to  the  Secretary-General  for
grants  to choose projects  that  the  Board considered worthy of  f inancial  support
from the Fund. Pn many cases, the Bo%rd, before making any recommendations,
requested further  information or clarif ications f rom the sponsors . The Board
attaches the highest importance to careful end detailed reporting on the use made
of each grant and, at each session, i t  r e v i e w s  t h e  r e p o r t s  s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e
sponsors. I t  has  in.risted tha t  such  repor t s , containing a  descript ion of  how the
project vas carried out and %n %ccounting  of the use made of the grant from the
Fund, should be submitted before the Board could recommend any further grant to the
same project .

3. At i t s  n inth sess ion held in  Geneva f rom 11 to  15 June 1990 the  Board
considered 60 requests for assistance concerning continuing projects and
30 requests  concerning new projects . The Board has recommended to the
Secretary-General  for  approval  61 grants  represent ing a  tota l  amount  of
$US 1.,766,300, The disbursement of 13 grants, represent ing In amount  of
$US 300,000,  a lready at tr ibuted in  the  past , remains  condit ional  on the  receipt  of
sat i s factory reports  and account ings. This  br ings  the  total  of  commitments  to
$US 2,066,300.

4. During its sessions the Board has met with representatives of a number of
sponsors  of  projects  in  order  to  receive  information from them and to  discuss  the
best way of using a grant from the Fund. At i t s  n in th  s e s s ion ,  the  Board  heard
1 6  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  organizations  sponsor ing  20  o f  t he se  p ro j ec t s . The Board has
adopted a pol icy  not  to  f inance a large  project  in  fu l l ,  in  order  not  to  make these
projects  tota l ly  dependent  on the  United Nat ions  Fund. At the  same t ime,  the  Board
encourages  project  leaders  to  seek support  from other  sources  as  wel l . T h i s  i s
done  w i th  a  v i ew  to  spread ing  the  r e spons ib i l i t i e s  f o r  he lp ing  v i c t ims  of  t o r t u r e .

5. The Board hopes  to  be able,  during the  coming years ,  to  cont inue i t s
a c t i v i t i e s  a t  l e a s t  o n  t h e  s a m e  s c a l e  a s  i n  t h e  p a s t . T h i s  w i l l  o n l y  b e  p o s s i b l e
i f  suff ic ient  contr ibut ions  are  received each year  from Governments  and other
sources . The Board therefore  again  wishes  to  express  the  hope that ,  in  part icular ,
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Governments  wi l l  consider  contr ibut ing to  the  Fund preferably  by making ennusl
con t r ibu t ions  t o  the  Fund ,  i n  o rder  to  show  the i r  so l i dar i t y  w i th  v i c t ims  o f
t o r t u r e , with  those  who offer  medical  and other  help  and with  the  purposes  of  the
Fund. It  must  be  recal led in  th is  context  that  the  United Nat ions  Declarat ion on
the Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degradng  Treatment or Punishment was adopted J1UTanimousJy  by the General
Assembly in 1975.

6 . As  in  the  pa s t , the  focus  of the  Board’s  recommendat ions  made at  i t s  n inth
sess ion i s  on support ing programmes providing direct  medical ,  psychological ,  social
or  other  ass i s tance to  torture  v ict ims and their  family  members . The Board has
also  made recommendat ions  for  support  for  training progranunos for  heal th
pro fe s s iona l s  o f  s e v e r a l  c o u n t r i e s  o n  t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  treatmen’,  of  v i c t ims  o f
t o r t u r e  a s  we l l  a s  f o r  mee t ing s  o f  hea l th  p ro fe s s i ona l s , at  which they learn from
each other ‘8 experience. These  projects  are  carr ied out  in  some 30 countr ies  and
benef i t  persons  from many other  countr ies .

7 . The Board, in  reviewing the  projects  under  way,  decided that  i t  would be
important  for  i t s  members  to  have a  f irs t -hand understanding of  how projects  ace
carried out and how the Fund’s resources are used. I t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  d e c i d e d  t o
recommend that members of the Board visit some of the most important projects to
d i s cu s s  the  pro j ec t s  ’ needs  with  their  sponsors .

8. With an increas ing number of  contr ibut ions  and requests  for  ass is tance,  the
highest  s tandards  should be appl ied to  procedures  fol lowed by the  Board and the
S e c r e t a r i a t . The Board, therefore, decided to  s tart  rev iewing i t s  own procedures
and  the  gu ide l ine s  f o r  app l i can t s  for  g ran t s .

9. The Board expressed the  wish  to  meet  in  Apri l  of  each year  for  seven or  e ight
working days, s t a r t ing  i n  Apr i l  1991 . The reason for  th is  suggested extens ion f rom
f ive  to  seven or  e ight  working days  i s  that  the  number of  appl icat ions  and hearings
of  appl icants  has  increased every year. The Board attaches great importance to
hearing as many appl icants  of  new projects  as  poss ible . The Board would also hope
tha t  sponsor s  o f  a l r e a d y  subsidized pro j ec t s  cou ld  be  heard ,  f rom t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  o n
the work achieved,

10. As in  the past , the  Board of  Trustees  has  found that ,  in  some cases ,  very
rap id  ac t i on  i s  needed  to  he lp  t o r ture  v i c t ims . On the one hand, it may be
necessary  to  make funds  avai lable  to  provide  medical  care  in  a  person’s  home
country. On the other hand, i t  may be  necessary  to  provide  funds  to  enable  a
person and his  family  to  leave  a  country  rapidly  to  go to  a  place  where  medical
c a r e  i s  a v a i l a b l e . At i t s  n in th  s e s s i on ,  t he  Board  ha s  there fore  made  spec i a l
prov i s i ons  fo r  tha t  purpose .

11. Concerning the programme support costs paid by the Fund to the United Nations,
the  Board wishes  to  point  out  that  i t  was  agreed in  1933 that ,  in  v iew of  the
h u m a n i t a r i a n  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  F u n d  a n d  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  m o d e s t  s e r v i c e s  i t  r e q u i r e s ,  i t
would be  kept  at  5  per  cent  and not  at  the  usual  13 per  cent . The Board has
expressed the  wish that the programme support  costs  remain at  the  lower level .
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12. In order to provide the general public with information about the Fund,  %
leaflet entitled “How Can You Help Torture Victims?** has been produced with the
assistance of the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat. More
detailed information about the activities of the Fund is provided in an article
published by the first Chairman of the Board of Trustees in his own name. The
article is entitled “The United Nations Fund for Torture Victims: The first years
of activity” and has been published in theF, volume 0, No. 2,
May 1986 and in a revised and updated version in the Bflyiew  of the In-
$&mm&&on of Juru, No. 37, December 1966.

13. Potential applicants for funds should refer to the chapter on the Fund
contained in the United Nations publication **Methods of Combating Torture” (Fact
Sheet No. 4). Further information on making contributions or submitting projects
for support may be obtained by writing to the Secretary of the Board of Trustees of
the United Nations Voluntery  Fund for Victims of Torture, Centre for Human Rights,
United Nations Office at Geneva.


