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In the absence of the President, Mr. Fewder (Luxembourq), Vice-President, took

the Chair.

The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued)

GINERAL DEBATE

Mr. OLHAYE (Djibouti): Allow me at the outset, on behalf of my
delegatiocn and on my own behalf, to extend cur warm brotherly felicitations to
Mz. Garba of Nigeria on his unanimous election to the presidency of the
forty-fourth session of the General Assembly. His long-proved record in public and
international service, coupled with his broad diplomatic skills and his keen
sensitivity to the manifold issues before us, makes him uniquely qualified to quide
us ably in our deliberations.

I wish also to take this opportunity %o convey to his predecessor,

Mr. Dante Caputo, our sincere appreciation of the fine leadership qualities he
brought to bear on the conduct of the last session.

We are proud to recognize, as usual, the quiet but effective diplomacy
deployed relentiessly by the Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, in
both his quest for enduring soluticns to the numerous intractable conflicts &nd his
efforts to enhance the awareness of crucial developmental problems. We highly
value his unruffled stewardship as he pmerseveres in steerina us carefully awav from

collision and confrontation towards co-operation and consensus-buildina.



AW /ASW A/44/PV.29
6

(Mr. Olhaye, Diibouti)

The chanaes that are now taking place in the domestic and foreign policies of
the countries of eastern Europe have fundamentally affected the climate of
international relations. For more than four decades the world has been plunged in
divisions and tensions as a result of political polarizations, which has inevitably
placed a tremendous burden ocn mutual respect and concurrence. It was, indeed, an
era characterized by a massive build-up of arms and troops as it naturally also
embraced regional conflicts and the superiority of national security interests as a
political strateav.

The developing countries, loosely lumoed toqether as the third world, not only
became the ideological proxies or testing arounds, but were coveted prizes in the
underlving politics of the bia-Power rivalry.

In the intervening years these poor countries have been alternately confused
and exhilarated by the apparent choices open to them, so that often local, social
and economic imperatives have been subordinated to broad political initiatives.
Even bread-and-butter issues involving basic human needs have lacked the desired
tfocus.

In taking stock, therefore, of our past problems we ought to be careful not to
be misled by false impressions of accomplishment. The reality is that standards of
living dropped, political instability increased and sustained economic qrowth
diminished. In all too many instances this malaise was associated with the absence
of reliable infrastructure, inadequate education, chaotic housing and social
problems.

It is a relief of some kind that the new perceptions in international

relations seem to underscore aenaine concess ions, relative predictability and

enhanced credibility.
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No one, perhaps, is better qualified than the Soviet leader, Mr. Gorbachev,
who convincingly has stated that

"Soviet security cannot be achieved at the price of the insecurity of other

countries."

All this has serious implications for the many countries with protracted
conflicts in their backvards as well as across their borders. Whether lasting
settlements to the long-simmering disputes are to be found at the local level,
through super-Power co-operation or through the United Nations, this definitely is
the most auspicious moment for peace. Let us geize it; let us give peace a
chance. We are extremely encouraqed by the positive developments in peace-making
and peaceful overtures that have been demonstated everywhere, at both the domestic
and the regional level,

The gains thus achieved in the international political arena, both in
atmosphere and in substance, ought to be translated into practical action. Thev
nead not remain the exclusive preserve of the super~Powers; nor need they be
directed only towards political and economic liberalization in the East. It wou],.d
be inconsistent with moral justice and social equity if the improved climate of
East-West relations bred complacency and neqlect of third-world issues.

In the words of David Newsom, former Under Secretary of State and current
Director of the Institute for the Study of Diplomacy at Georgetown Universityv:

"Po declare victory now, and to imply that the end of the cold war makes

jssues in the third world of less relevance, is to ignore reqions in which

serious qlobal problems have arisen in the past and may agqain.”

The African continent faces formidable challenges in the 1990s in its efforts
at improving the living standards and quality of life of its populations. Tle

worsening economic performance, against the backqround of severe drouaght
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conditicas, detetior'atinq terms of trade, weak international demand and high
debt-servicing costs, continues to be a source of qrave concern. While the
long~term qrowth prospect has policy implications for improving human capital,
mobilizing domestic savings and promoting exports, we need at the same time to qive
recognition to the inherent structural prcblens.

Some of these will be insurmountable so long as external constraints - such as
dwindling export earnings, a dearth of finance for development and the stagqering
debt-servicing burden - play a major role in the continuing unsatisfactory
\macro-ecmomic performance of the African economies., These constraints severely
l1imit efforts towards economic restructuring and policy reforms intended to enhance
recovery and brinq about sustained arowth and development.

The adverse effects of the crippling external debts are far-reaching and
unfathomable, with debt servicing swallowing up over 40 per cent of export earninas
in the case of Africa. According to the Economic Report on Africa, 1989, of the
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa:

*The continuing rise in the volume of debt and debt ratio underscores the
excessive burden imposed on African economies and their vulnerability to
adverse external developments, The proper understanding of African debt
crisis, therefore, requires it to be placed within the framework of the
concomitant adverse developments in commodity prices and resource fiows and
the ongoing efforts of adjustment.”

At this juncture, we wish to record our profound satisfaction at the timely
and generous decisions to cancel the entire ocutstanding public debts of over

30 African countries by Prance, Canada, Belaium, Italy and the United States of

America.
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Most of the initiatives designed to alleviate the debt burden seem,
reqrettably, to share a common strateqy linking debt relief or debt rescheduling
arranqements to medium-term adjustment programmes, with a strong element of
structural reforms, which, in International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank
parlance,

"are aimed at reducing economic distortions and financial imbalances"®.

More often than not such a strategy does not achieve the desired objective.
Instead, it engenders untold hardship and domestic civil turmoil, not to mention,
of course, the inev’ able political dimension of the impact of structural
adjustment,

Perhaps it is a matter not so much of deficiency in the strateqy as of its
true relevance to the level and pattern of development of most developing
countries, in particular in Africa, where zero economic qrowth has been the
character istic trend, despite the presence of the largest per capita number of
foreign advisers in the world. That undeniably lies at the heart of the problem,
If that is not the case one may well ask why it is that economic and social
conditions in Africa today are significantly worse than 25 years aqo given the
substantial infusions of financial and technical assistance from the World Bank,
the IMF and the developed countries,

It is high time, therefore, that the premier international development
agencies realized the uniquepess of this qroup of countries and devised an
appropriate, novel philosophical basis and theoretical framework for a specific,
Zar-reaching, responsive and humane developmeni strateay. Neadless to sav, this

requires courage and iconoclastic vision on the part of those institutions.
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The Belgrade Fi;aal Declaration of the Non-Aligned Movement cautions that
“there can be no stability, nor better prospects for the world without reducing the
disparities in the level of global development™., We aré hopeful reascn will
prevail to stave off a looming crisis that may enqulif an impot tant segment of
mank ind,

The United Nations can be a useful forum for addressing the grievous nature of
this problem, which encompasses virtually every area of life, including
agricultural production, industry, eccnowics, finance, trade, education,
infrastructure, research, houwsing and health care.

The world continues to seethe under the enduring effects of the thorniest:
areas of contention, despite the improvement in the international political climte.

In the Middle East, the intifadah in occupied Palestine is now entering its
twenty-second month with carnage, brutality and bloodshed continu ing unabated. The
Palestinians live in a precarious sitcation of perpetual risk. That the
Palestinian problem a5 yet is not susceptible to dialoque or to a properly
structured intzrpational conference simply attests to the dismal failure of
international diplomacy.

In our vies all alternatives have been tried. 1In place of practical political
accommodation and early proaress towards direct negotiations we axe saddened by the
infusion of yet another deliberate distraction and confusion by Mr. Shamir ~ this

time a tailor-made election proposal which is nothing more than a fait accampli, a

deception, indeed a prolongation of the ugly status guo. Naturally, it had to fall
on its face. Thanks to Egyptian diplomatic dexterity, President Wubarak, looking
for ways to keep the mowentum alive, unveiled not an alternative to Shamir's plan
but a 10-point aqenda to serve as the basis for comprehensive dialoque. It
received wida support from Palestinians, the Israell Labour Party and the United

States Administration., By now, however, we ara all aware of its fate; it has
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become the latest casualty, like the series of peace initiatives, plans and
proposals in the past, of the so-called inner cabinet of the Israeli Government.

Under the circumstances one doubts whether Israel will ever move in the
direction of pezce before violence destroys all prospects of peace. For now it
seems that the cniy viable policy option left for Israel, in the words of an
Tasraeli Cabinet Minister, is one that promises the continuation of "forze, might
and beatings"”,

The widening qulf of mistrust in the Middle East poses serious challenges to
the easing of tensions between the super-Powers. We urge the United States to use
its considerable influence over Israel in order to place realistic limits c;n its
recaleitrance. More and more, Israel has become impervious to international outcry
and moral crusade, has become increasingly impervious to General Assembly and
Security Council resolutions and decisions, and also to international pressures; it
is content only in heaping up international wrath. On the contrary, the Palestine
Liberation Orqanization (PLO), the sole representative of the Palestinian people,
has amply demonstrated to the world that it can be-a credible partner in an
international peace agreement. Its historic policy change embracing the cessation
of all hostilities and acceptapce of the two-State vrinciple based on relevant
United Nations resolutions, reguired unequivocal reciprocity by Israel, in
accepting the land-for-peace princivle and restoring full political rights to the
Palestinians, including the right to self-determination.

It is ‘ironic that the opening offered by the Ptb should reinforce Israel‘'s
intransiqence. We believe the PLO pos;tion offers a reasonable basis for fairness,
equity and justice. Outr iqﬁt rejection of the notion of a Palestinian State is
wholly unjustified. Pressing for more and more unilateral concessions by the PLO
without corresponding flexibility on the part of Israel would not avt all serve the

cause of peace,
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In Lebanon, urban tank wars and artillery duels have taken their heavy toll of
the helpless civilian population. Fourteen years of sectarian civil strife,
compounded by proxy wars waged on irs soil, have caused uwntold destruction and
suffering and created confusion, division and anarchy. Lebanon's agony is bound to
persist until Lebanese authority is fully restored. We fully endorse the
{nitiatives of the Arav League Tripartite Committee for the restoration of
Lebanon's sovereignty and territorial inteqgrity.

We welcome the positive developments leadina to the independence of Namibia.
Nearly three decades of continuocus diplbmtic efforts to overcome the impasse have
finally borne fruit, and Namibia will soon take its place among the free nations of
the world. From the start of implementation of the United Nations plan for
Namibian independence in accordance with Secur ity Council resolution 435 (1978),
nuaerous but ineﬁtable set-backs were encountered: to mention a few, the menace
of the Koevoet, the notorious counter-insuraency force, reqistration irreqularity
and the lack of secreév of the ballot box. We however take pride at the
reassurance by the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) of its
commitment to peace, human rights and eccnomic pragmatism. Snuch positive spirit of
leadership will pave the way for a genuine natvional reconciliation,

In South Africa, the word “change® is being overplayed on the psyche and
emotions of the black majority. The new Pges ident continues to assure his country
and the world that an era of change lies ahead. wheﬁher this ie posturing and mere
style or a prelude tc a fundamental reform orogzamme, the coming months will tell.
He hag been associated with the introduction and defence of apartheid laws. will
he now be the agent of change that the country deeply nee&s for the release of
Nelson Mandela and other political prisoners, and neaotiations with the African

National Conqress of South Africa {ANC) about a post-apartheid constitution? We
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are indeed sceptical about his commitment to deliver real chanqe. South Africa
remzins a country beset by deep mistrust and divisions. Over 3 million black South
Africans have been forcibly removed, thus causing intense sufferine and social
disruption. A common feature of apartheid is the redrawing of boundaries of tribal
homelands resulting in deprivation and vioclent repressicn often associated with
torture, beating ard maiming.

Much needs to be done, not least to translate De Klerk's platitudes and
ambigquities into a memn ingful reform proaramme. It is inconceivable, so lorq as
the reprehensible system of apartheid is in place, that it would be feas ible to
bring voteless blacks into government or even to build a new South Africa with full
but unspecified political rights for the black majoricy.

We strongly urge the scrapping of repressive measures and institutional
racism, the end of undiluted minority rule, affirmation of political and econcmic
rights and the creation of democratic institutions, When talking of change or
hope, we cannot heip reminding ourselves of the immortal prophecy of the late
Alar Paton, that indefatigable literary giant and anti-apartheid activist who, over
30 years aqo, wrote: “South Africa is the kind of country where one is filled with

hope on Monday only to be catapulted into utter despair on Tuesday®.
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With Mr. De Klerk, it is "business as uwsual® so gar. In the absence of
genuine and far-reachina reforms, the international community must continue to

intensify its pressure for the total abolition of apartheid.

The situation in the Gulf remains unpredictable and vulnersble. The peace
process needs a new impetus. We are satisfied that, under the scrutiny of the
United Nations peace~keeping forces, the cease-fire is holdinag and further reckless
destruction of property znd loss of precious lives have been thwarted. We deeply

reqgret, howaver, the lack of prearess towards the full implementation of Security

‘ Council resolution 598 (1987). The prevailing impasse of "no peace and no war" has

dai. . wwous implications for suvetainable peace in the region., We believe that it is
in the interests of both Irag and Iran to demonstrate more readiness and
flexibility to negotiate in good fai*-, so that the exchange of prisoners of war
can proceed and important initiatives jeading to the normalization of relations can
be undertaken.

Diibouti had areat hope that the Paris Conference on Rampuchea would bring an
end to the conflict and tension, Q\d pave the way for the restoration of full
democratic rights to the people. There can be no enduring stability in South-East
Asie until foreian forces are totally withdrawn and the Cambodian pecple is left to
'detemine its own destiny freely. We urge, therefore, a comprehensive peace
settlement to the Cambodian question.

With respect toc Western Sahara, we support the efforts of the United Nations
and the Organization of African Unity directed towatds the search for a durable
solution to the problem.

Ve are a few months away rrom the second anniversary of the conclus ion of the
Geneva Aqreements on Afghanistan and there are a8 yet no prospects for peace in
gight. We believe that peace and tranquillity will continue to elude the Afghan

people in the abeence of a representative and popularly elected Government.

= he
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As for the Korean peninsula, we are quite encouraged by the continuing
dialogue between the two States, and hope that these exchanges will effectively
contribute to an improvement in relations and further erhance the proepects for
peacefu) unification. In accordance with the principle of universality and
consistent with the earnest desire to ease tensions in the peninsula, we supgort
the adrission of both Koreas, separately or simultaneously, to full menbership of
the United Natiors.

Alarming environmental hazards pose or threaten to wose increasinqgly severe
threats to the human condition and to our survival. We tend to treat environmental
issues, such as degradation, resource depletion, hazardous solid wastes and
poilution, as mere passing rhenomena. Dicasters like desertification, destruction
of ttopical'rain forests, drought and famine have left a lasting impact in large
parts of the world, particularly Africa. We are convinced that environmental
issues cannot be separated from economic development, and that realization should
provide the desired impetus for.a concerted, collaborative effort at every level.
It was in response to that common concern that six countries in Bast Africa forged
environmental unity by the establishment of the Inter-Governmental Authority for
Drought and Development (IGADD). Headquartered in Djibouti, IGADD is fast becoming
a catalyst for the formulation of appropriate policiez and projects in every member
country, We wish to record our gratitude to the many countries and organizations
that continue to provide IGADD with direct institutional support and needed
financial resources,

In the vies of our Preeident, ilis Excellency Mr, Hassan Gouled Aptidon,

"Phe real enemies of men are not other men but rather hunger, disease,

lack of water, homelessness and poverty“.
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Those priority bzsic human needs require far more serious attention and allocation
of adegquate resources,

Despite satisfactcry advances being made in all areas of development, Difbouti
is still poor and far from achieving many of its goals. Unfavourable eclimatic
conditions, declining eccnomic activity, the constant influx of refuqees,
ovirstrained social services, and external constraints are some of the principal
factors that militate against sound and steady progress, The destructive rainfslls
ané subsequent flcoding that occurred earlier this year in Djibouti left behind
heavy physicel damage to vital infrastructures,

We are deeply qrateful to the friendly countries and orqanizations that
responded swiftly and generously with critically needed medical and reldief
supplies. We are confident that the internatiocnal community will continue ¢o
support Djibouti's genuine development efforts.

In cdncl.mion, I wish to state that the Republic of Djibouti has a vital
interest in peace and in helping to build up a climate of confidence in our part of
the world. For a young nation, sma2ll and lacking in mJjor resources, the
maintenance of a reasonable degree of internal harmony and the pursuance of a
realistic and prudent foreign policy qo hand in hand. Cur pcsitive reqgional and
international diplomacy will continue to be matched by pragmatic domestic rolicies.

Mr. BUANALI (Malawi): I should like, on behalf of the Malawi delegation,
to congratulate Ambassador Garba on his unanimous election to tha presidenzy of the
forty~fourth session of the General Assembly. He brings with him to that important
position well~tested political and diplomatic skills, as wall a8 a widely
acknowledoed wealth of experience in international affairs. We are already avare
of his outstanding achievements in the many important posts he has held in the
service bqth of his own country and of international organizations, including the

United Nations, relating to the promotion of international understanding and
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co-operation. "> are more than confident, therefore, that under his leadership and
quidance the Asserdly will be able to achieve success by aiming for pragmatic
resolutions in its work. 1 should like to assure him of the Malawi delegation's
full co-cperation at all times,

My deleqation also congratulates his predecessor, Mr. Dante Caputo, former
Minister of Foreiqn Affairs of Arqentina, on the effective manner in which he
presided over the forty-third session. During that gsession the General Asseably
was able to accomplish almost all of the work that had been assianed to it. We
beiieve that much of the success was due to the business-like manner in which Mr.
Caputo approached the duties and responsibilities entrusted to him, as well as the
firmness and fairness with which he directed the Assembly's deliberations. My
delegation wishes him well in all his future endeavours.

I should like to express the Malawi Government's satisfaction at the manner in
which the Secretary-General, Mr. Perez de Cuellar, has continued to manage and
direct the affairs of the United Wations. The past 12 months have seen yet greater
efforts to ensure further improvement in the operations of the Organization and in
the management of its financial and other rescurces.

Meanvwhile, we note the patience and diligence with which the Secretary-General
and his staff have carried out the mandates already qiven them by the General
Assembly and the Security Council, especially in respect to the solution of already
existing problems. We have also noted with satisfaction the timely initiatives
taken by the Secretary-General to facilitate the search for tormulas for solutions
to the problems that have emerged since the last session of the Assembly, thus

effectively helping to reduce international tensicns and conflicts while at the

same time promoting understanding and co-operation.
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Ny delegation wishes to assure the Secretary-General and his staft of the
Malmél Government's full support for their invaluable contribution to the
preservation of international peace and to the prosotion of international
under standing, co-oparation and developaent.

My delegation would like to express its sense of encouragemant at the many
signs of apparently positive developments we have observed during the past 12
months in the'sphere of international peace. Por, while some incidents of tension
and conflict have occurred during that period, in aeneral the international
atmosphere seeme to have been marked by relative tranquillity.

Althouch there would seem to be cause for optimism on the political plane, the
situation in the economic sphere does not, alas, seem ©o have provided us with as
much reason to feel the same kind of encouragement. While some very interesting
initiativez undertzken or proposed by countries of the industr {alized North have
been noted, North-South relations have remained unbalanced in favour of the North.
At the same time the economic situation of most developing countries has continued
its rspid deterioration, with the conseguent threat to their political and social
stability.

The Malawi deleqation wishes to join those who have spoken earlier in
expressing pleasure and encouragement at the fact that a number of questions of
conflict and disputes that have preoccupied the international comzunity may very
goon be removed from the Assembly’s aqenda. In this context we have in mind, among
others things, the question of the Territory of Namibia, vwhich, under the
supervision of the United Nations, now seems well advanced on the rocad to
independence, We in Malavi welcomed the news of the successful ccnelus ion of the
aqreements signed in New York in December 1988, which provided for the withdraval
of Cuban and South African troons from Anaola and facilitated the implementation of

Security Comneil resolution 435 (1378) on the independence of Namibia.
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Despite some of the difficulties that threatened to derail the process of
transition in Namibia, we believe that it can now be confidently expected that the
elections for the Constituent Assembly will take place in November, as scheduled,
and that in the New Year the new State of Namibia will finally be born. Of those
who might still feel teppted to impede the process of transition to independence we
ask these guestions., Have the people of Namibia not waited long enough for their
country's independence? Have the people of Namibia not already paid more than
sufficiently for their own birthr ight to freedom?

Wa would like to pay a special tribute to the Secratary-General and to those
gserving in the United Nations Transition Assistance.Gmup (UNTAG) for their couraqe
and determination in strivina for the faithful implementation of the independence
process in accordance with Security Council resoluticn 435 (1978). For its part,
and in recogrition of the importance of this independence process, as well as in
the hope of actively helping to ensure its fulfilment, my country has decided to
Join the Organization of African Unity Obssrver Group in Namibia. Meanwhile, the
Malawi delegation looks forward to seeine Namibia take its place in the Assembly at
its next session.

When I had the honour of addressing the Assesbly at the forty-third session I
observed that most of the breakthroughs that had been achieved orn a number of
political cuestions during the previous 12 months were due mainly to co-operation
between the super-Powers, the United States of America and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics. 1In this connection we expressed the hope that the two
super-Powers would also turn their attention to twe of the seemingly most
intractable problems confronting the international community: namely, the
political deadlock in the Middle East and the danqerous situation in southern

Africa arising from South Africa‘s cumpaign to preserve its policy of apartheid.
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We in Malawi ha{ve noted with much encouragement the apparent indications that
the super-Powers may indeed have bequn to co-operate on these issues, for some very
significant new developments have occurred, hinting at the possibility of new
approaches to the two questions.

With regard to southern Africa we have witnessed during the past 10 months a
number of encovraging developments. For us in Malawi, perhaps the mcat significant
aspect of those developments is the apparent new desire for peaceful, negotiated
solutions to existing political disputes and conflicts.

In this context we welcomed the agreement in June by the leaders of Angola and
UNITA - the Union for the Total Independence of Angocla - which provides for a
cease-fire between the Angolen military forces and those of UNITA and also calls
for negotiations for a settlement of the political differences between the MPLA
Government and UNITA,

My delegation has noted that despite the difficulties that have impeded
proqress efforts continue in the search for ways tc resuke the process of
negotiation., We support those efforts because we believe that ncgotiation is the
only vehicle for reaching a permanent, equitable settlement.

We have been similarly encouraged by recent positive announcements with regard
to the political situation in Mozambique. Far too many human lives and too much
invaluable property have been lost, while Mozambique's social and econonric
development has been severely impeded as a result of the insurqency by RENMMO
rebels during the past 14 years. We believe that it is time that the people of
Mozambigue were finally able to begin to enjoy the peace, atability and
socio-economic development that they had expected to come after their long and

bitter war of liberation,
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As one of the neichbouring countries that have also borne part of the brunt of
the conflict in Mozambique, Malawi fervently hopes that the invitation issued by
President Joachim Chissano to RENAMO to join his Government in seeking a negotiated
solution will bear fruit. We support the Mozambique Government's bold initiative
on this matter. I should therefore like to take this opportunity to declare
Malawi's readiness to render such assistance a8 it can to contribute to the
furtherance of the current initiatives and to their succeasful conclusion.

The eountries in our subregion of southern Africa are very cleosely
interlinked, historically, politically, 9oeia11y and economically. Consequently,
1nstab111£y or conflict in any one count;ry invariably has an effect on the cothers
as well. We have already seen the damaqing impact that the conflicts in Angola and
Mozambique have had on neighbouring countries. Similarly, the tensions and
conflicts engendered by apartheid inside South Africa have left an indelible mark
on all the southern African States., Therefore, any further escalation of the
violence that now pervades that country would in ouwr view not only have adverse

implications for the future development of South Africa itself but also greatly

worsen the political and economic difficulties now being experienced by its

neighbours,

It is for this reason that we in Malawi have welcomed the signs of apparent
rethinking by the Government, as well as by some anti-zpartheid movements, on how
beat to bring about political change in South Africa. We wish to express the hopa
that these developments will provide the much-needed impetus for a rapid movement
towarde a solution to the problem,

With regard to the Middle East, w'e in Malawi believe that the declaration last
December by the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) of its recogniticn of the

State of Israel removed the main obstacle to any meaningful search for a solution
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to the political pr&blems of that region. But that declaration, in our view,
constitutes only one of the prerequisites for any permanent and equitable
solution. The others include the right of the State of Israel, as well as all

other States in the reqion, to live within secure and recognized boundaries and the

right of the Palestinian people to their own homeland.

.We note that in the wake of the PLO declaration recognizing the State of
Ierael and affirming that organization's readiness to enter into a dialogue cn the
political future of the Palestinian people a number of interesting proposals have
been presented on how to resolve the problems of the Middle East. We welcome the
dialogue, both direct and indirect, between the various parties to the Middle East
question that has been repcrted in recent months, and we sincerely hope that all
these developments will continue and that they will contribute towards a
universally acceptable formula for solving the Middle East problem.

Another matter that we believe needs the concerted attention of the major
Powers, particularly the super-Powers, is the situation in Lebanon. In this
connection we are pleased to note the resumption of the pan-Arab efforts to bring
the two sides in that country's l3-year-old civil war together to negotiate a
permanent peace agreement. None the less, we wish to appeal to all those with an
interest and influence in the Lebanese situation to qive this question the most

urgent attention.
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In the mean time, we should like to observe that in order to be viable any
solution to this question must include the total withdrawal of all foreign troops
and other foreiqn elements from Lebancn, For until all external forces end their
physical presence in that country and refrain from encouraqing intercommunal
rivalry among the Lebanese people, peace will not return to that land. We
therefore appeal to all of Lebanon'’s neighbours to respect its sovereiqnty and
refrain from interfering in its internal affairs.

With regard to the problem of Western Sahara, we are encouraqed by the
continuing co-operation between the United Nations and the Orqganization of African
Unity {(OAD). 1Indeed we welcome some of the Secretary-General's most recent
initiatives on this matter. However, the Malawi delegation notes with deep reqret
that, despite the optimism which was enqendered by Morocco's and the POLISARIO's
acceptance last vear of Mr. Perez de Cuellar's proposals for bringing about a
solution to the question, there has apparently been no further progress. We
believe that time is of the essence, 2nd that the time to act is now.

My delegaticn continues o be coptimistic that lasting peace will eventually
come to the various parts of the world currently locked in conflicts. The Malawi
Government therefore supports the continuing efforts aimed at finding solutions in
the various other areas of tension and conflict in the Mediterranean, asia and in

South-East Asia and in Central America. We especially welcome the withdrawal of

all foreiqn troops from some of these arecas as a first step towards finding durable .

and lasting solutions to their respective problems.

%hile the resolution of all these existing regqional conflicts - as well as
others that might yet occur - could bring some peace, this in our view would not by
itself assure permanent peace or quarantee international security. It is necessary

to eliminate the causes of differences between nations, as well as the tools of war
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that tend to encouraige nations to turn differences and tensions into armed
conflict. Hence to us the adage that "If you want peace, prepare for war" is no
lonqger a sound principle upon which nations should base their security. We
believe, rather. that security today demands that the adage be chanqed to “If you
want peace, prepare for peace”.

In this context, the Malawi delegation is encouraged to note that concerted
incernational effort in search of ways to brinq about total and comprehensive
qlobal disarmament remains a high priority, despite the many setbacks often
encountered. We applaud the important role the United Nations plays in keeping
this question at the centre of international attention.

We are alsc encouraged by the steady increase in co-operation between the

super-Povers in matters of disarmament. The initiatives and measures they have

embarked upon, or on which aqreements have been reached, in particular with respect

to the elimination or the reduction of certain types and classes of weapons in
their own respective arsenals, have had a positive effect on the world-wide
campaign for disarmament.

Permit me, however, to express the Malawi Government's hope that the
super-Powas will realize that, while the elimination of all types of arms is
indeed necessary and urgent, the use of outer space cnly for purposes that will
increase man's knowledqe of his world in order to promote development and welfare
here on his own planet will enhance the desired qoal of qlobal disarmament and
seeurity.

It is a matter of concern to my deleqation that the situation on the eccnomic
front, especially for the majority of the develoning countries, has continued to
worsen despite clear warninqs of the friqhtful implications for alobal peace and

gecurity. The debt burden plaquing the developing countries has reached a crisis

L
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peint; the reverse net flow of funds from developing to developed countries now
runs into billions of doliars. The terms of trade have become totally

unrealistic. The prices of primary qoods produced by the countries of the
developing South have continued their downward spiral, while higher tariff barriers
against their finished goods have risen in the markets of the developed countries
of the world.

We have of course closely followed developments since the Montreal Declaration
by the industrialized group of States in 1988, and we have also noted with some
interest recent initiatives, including those taken by the United States of America,
Canada and France, aimed at easing the difficulties of countries facing heavier
debt burdens,

Velcome as such initiatives may be, they can only serve as palliatives in the
face of the enormous economic prcblems facing the affected countries., Moreover, we
are rather uncertain about the helpfulness or justice of the conditionalities, such
as the acceptance of an externally prescribed structural adjustment programme,
attached to some of these initiatives. It is especially so in view of the now
accepted fact of the non-universal applicability or effectiveness of adjustment
schemes., Indeed, even vhere there has been an apparent positive effect, such as in
the seeminqly successful balancing of national books of accounts, the social cost
of implementing such progranmes has been very high and frauaht with great political
risks for the Governments concerned.

My ueleqation wishes to recall that in its mid-term review in 1988 of the
United Nations Programme of Action fozhkfrican Economic Recovery and Development
1986~ 1993, the Genaral Assenbly pointed out the consensus that the structural
adjustment proqrammes currently prescribed by such internmational financial

ingtitutions as the International Monetary Fund, especially in the case of Africa,
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have tended to exacerbate rather than ameliorate the economic situation plaquiﬁq
the continent.

It was for that reason that the African States tocok the initiative to consider
the possibility of alternative adiustment programmes or mechanisams., The African
Ministers of Finance and Economic Planning recently adopted, and the OAU Heads of
State or Government Summit endorsed, the Alternative Strategy for African Economic
Revitalization Pramework. The second session of the Economic and Social Council
has already considered that Strategy, which is due to be presented before this
Assesbly. It has been studied by experts from international financiai
institutione, including the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, which
found it viable as an alternative to the current structural adjustment mechanism.
The Malawi delegztion sincerely hopes that the General Asserbly will find it
possible to lend it its support.

In the liqht of factors such as that Strategy and other alternative ways of
deal ing with the economic problems, the Malawi delegation considers that the
insistence upon programmes presented by the Internaticnal Monetary Fund and the
World Bank as pre-~conditions for receiving econoaic relief 1sv net completely
helpful or fully just,

The economic zrisis facing the developing countries cannot, as experience has
shown, be redressed by merely looking at only one aspect in isolation of other
aspects. We have consistently stated that the moat effactive way tc dsal vith the
problem is to approach it in a global manner, addressing all of its aspects
together, both from the perspective of the developing countries and also from that
of the developed countries. Only in that way can a comprehengive and effective

formila for solving the existing problems be reached.
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It is for this reason that my delegation looks forward to the special session
of the CGeneral Assembly on economic co-operation to be held in April 1990, It is
our sincere hope that the special session will provide an opportunity for the
credi tor nations of the North and the debtor S8tates of the South to work together
in finding better solutions to these problems. As has been chserved by economic
and development experts, the problems currently afflicting developing States have
an equally negative impact on the economies of the developed. A resolution of
these problems would therefore be of mutual benefit to all. The onus of finding an
effective solution is ipso facto, the mitual responsibility of both developed and
developing countries,

On behalf of the Malawi Government my delegation wishes to express its
satisfaction over the apparent improvement in the financial resources of our
Organization. We are also encouraged to learn from the Secretary-General's annual
report that qreater effort has been made by member States with arrears on the
regular budget to settle their accounts. We also note that the programme of
restructuring, begun in 1987, is proceeding smoothly and in most cases is producing
the desired effects.

The United Nations ability to function effectively and provide the various
- services it has been mandated to perform depends on having adeguate financial and
human resources. The continued improvement in the level of funds available to the
Organization, and the improvement in the quality of the perscnnel who serve it,
assure us that the United Nations will be able to continue tc provide the
invaluable assistance that is so important in enablinq countries such as Malawi to

carcy out their natjornal programmes for social and econonic development.
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In this context, I would avail myself of this opportunity to express the
Malswi Government's appreciation for the assistance it has continued to receive
from the United Nations. My Goverament is particularly qrateful at this time for
the special assistance that has been rendered through various inter-aqency
programmes co-ordinated by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in
connection with the refugee problem which continues to confront Malawi. In this
connecticn I should further like to express the Malawi Government's encouraqement
and satisfaction with the co-operation which it has also received from bilateral
and other donors.

As the General Assembly might be aware, Malawi has since 1985 provided refuqe
gor Mozambican refugees, who now number about 700,000, which is equivalent to about
8 per cent of our national population. While we are most willing to offer
hospitality and refuqe to our brothers and sisters, Malawi's economic capacity is
very limited and the large number of refugees has seriously strained the country's
gocio~economic infrastructure.

This Rssembly might wish to know that as a result of the influx there has
arisen a problem of internal displacement of Malawians who have been compelled to
move from the areas ncw occupied by the refugees. This has created even qreater
problems for the Government because, while axternal assistance has been qenerous,
it could not address the problems of land.

Permit me to inform donor agencies, both bilateral and multilateral, that in
the case of Malawi the assistance being provided for the refugee community cannot
be and is by no means rechannelled to benefit the indiaenous people of Malawi. It
is for this reason that my delegation would wish to appeal once acain, on behalf of
the Malawi Government, for increased internstional assistance so as to enable it to

provide relief for refugees who have flocked to Malawi,
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In concluding my remarks, I should like to express once again to the President
our best wishes for his own personal success and also for a very fruitful cutcome
to the Assexbly‘’s deliberations.

Mr, SEY (Cambia): Let me first of all extend to Mr. Garba my warmest
congratulations on his election as Pregsident of the ferty-fourth session of the
General Assembly. Hig unan imeus election is a clear testimony of the high personal
reqard, esteem and confidence which he enjoys in this Asgembly given his vast
experience as a seasoned diplomat, a fine soldier and & statesman. It i3 equally a
recognition of the respect we all have for his great country and peopnle. My
country enjoys most cordial and very speciai relations with -the sister Republic of
Nigeria and we are indeed proud of the leadinqg role his couént:ry has always played
and continues to play in the cause of freedom, justice ang peace. While wishing
him all success in his presidency, I would like to assure him of my delegation's
fullest support 2nd co-operation throughout the sessijon,

I would also like to express ow sincere thanks and gratitude to his
predecessor, Mr. Dante Caputo of Argentina, for the efficient and successful manner
in which he directed the work of the forty-third session of the General Assembly.
To the Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Pérez de Cuéliar, I salute his unswerving
efforts and relentless pursuit of the promotion of worid peace and international
understanding.

The forty-fourth session is taking place at a momentous time in the history of
international political relations, when the quest for collective security and peace
has witnessed very bositive developments ,; particularly in the prevailing atmosphere
of détente between the two super-Powers. It is often said that in world diplomacy
things move glacially; but the recent positive achievements in resolving reqional
conflicts are in themselves unprecedented. The commencement of the indevendence

process for Namibia, the cease~fire in the Gulf and the progress towards resolving
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the Kampuchean problem are achievements of which our Organization can rightly be
Proud, and it is the fervent hope of my deleqation that this encouraqing trend in
seeking peaceful solutions to conflicts between nations will be further
consolidated in the years zhead. The Gambia believes that in the United Nations we
have the machinery for the peaceful settlement of differences amonqg nations; the
machinery for replacing mistrust with mutual confidence, for enaender ing
understanding instead of suspicion, and above all the machinery that can
institutionalize dialoque in place of confrontation as a means of settling disputes
among nations.,

My delegation alsc believes that the achievements made so far in resolving
regional éonflicts will be negated so long as the threat of nuclear des truction
continues to hang over our heads like the sword of Damocles. That is why w; note
with satisfaction that disarmament stays on the agenda as a hiqh priority in world
politics. The United Nations has an exceedinaly important role to play in
establishing a cl_i.mat.e conducive to meaningful dialogue on this critical issue.

The elimination of weapons of mass destruction and an end to the arms race will not
only serve the cause of world peace and security, but will also release human and
material resources that could be devoted to meaningful and beneficial social and
economic programmes in developing countries. In thisg vein, President Bush's
declaration before this Assembly that the United States is ready to destroy over

80 per cent of its existing chemical weapons stock even before the conclusion of

the chemical weapons convention and the Soviet Union's positive response to this

proposal is an unprecedented occurrence in super-Power relations that should be
applauded by all Members of the United Nations.

However, those of uB in the developing world should admit that the end of the
arms race by the super-Powers would be meafhinglesec in terms of mobilizing mecre

resources for national development if those countries themselves continue to spend
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colossal sums out of their national budgets on defence expenditures. The
disproportionate amounts being spent on military expenditures by developing
countries not only diverts valuable resources from national development but alsc
puts into question our declared aim of peaceful resolution of disputes.

It is regrettab’e that the notable achievements made in the resclution of
reqional conflicts or in creating a salutary atmesphere in international political
relations generally are not reflected in the situation in southern Africa, where
the racist minority réqime in Pretoria continues to pursue its odious rolicy of
apartheld at home and its aqqression against the front-line States, thereby causina

havoc and untold suffering in the region,.*

# The President took the Chair.
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The pernicious and outragecus system of apartheid remains an unaccaptable
affront to the civilized world and should be met with a firm and. unccmpronis fna
response on the part of the international community. Attempts at avpeasing,
persuading or pamperinq the racist Pretoria régime in order to make it change its
policy can only fortify that régime in its defiance of world opinion. It is true
that the wind of change blowing across South Africa has raised some optimism about
the final demise of apartheid. But it must be admitted that without the couraaeous
and determined stand of the freedom fighters of South Africa under the leadership
of the African National Congress (ANC) and other democratic and popular movements,
coupled with the limited economic ganctions against the apartheid réaime, there
would not have been the trend towards change in that country. There is need,
therefore, to maintain and intensify the pressure for the abolition of apartheid,
The racist régime should not be left to proceed at its own pace. The peoples of
South Africa, as has been demonstrated by the current campaign of defiance of
seqrecationist laws and requlations, cannot wait indefinitely for the reform of a
system that is unreformable and must be destroyed, Freedom is an inaliesnable
right; it cannot be neqotiated or dished out in small morsels over a period of time.

The Gambia is firmly convinced that one of the most effective and peaceful
ways of compeliing Pretoria to enter into immediate and substantive negotiations
with the authentic representatives of the majority povpulation is the imposition of
comprehens ive and mandatory sanctions against the racist réaime.

The Gambia has been following with keen interest the implementation of
Security Council resolution 435 (1978}, and we are qravely concerned about the
cbstacles and impediments that South Africa continues to place on the track of the
independence process. Because of the continuing irreqularities in the
implementation of resolution 435 (1978), the minimum conditions for holding free

and fair elections are still absent in Namibia. The cohtinued axis tence of the
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notor ious paramilitary Koevoet elements, which under different quises harass and
intimidate the local population in a reign of terror, is desiqned to disrupt the
electoral campaign of the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) and
enhance the electoral chances of Pretoria's puppets in Windhoek. This is a blatant
sabotage of the independence process and is totally unacceptable. But what can one
expect from a réqime suffering from moral bankruptcy and instituticnal decadence?
My deleqgation would therefore urage the Security Couneil to continue to intensify
its efforis to bring pressure to bear on South Africa to comply with resolutions
435 (1978) and 640 (1989), which will guarantee fren and fair elections in Namibia
leading to the early independence of the Territory.

Apart from the critical situation in South Africa, the continent is still
beset by the persistence of a number of regional disputes. It is our fervent hope
and desire that these long-standinq problems and the new ones that migqht emerqe
will finally be resclved within the framework of the Oraanization of African Unity
(OAU). The Gambia will qive its full support to the endeavours of the current
Chairman of the OAJ, President Mohammed Hosni Mubarak of qupt:,‘to find a peaceful
solution to these disputes.

On Afghanistan, my delegation is very happy to note that foreign troops have
ndw been withdrawn from that war-torn country and it is our hope that favourable
conditions will be created to guarantee the safe return of all refugees to their
country, thereby ensuring the restoration of peace and stability to Afghanistan.
Once again I should like to take the opportunity to pvay a tribute to the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan for the valuable role it has played in previding refuge to
millions of displaced Afghans and also for its endeavours to create an atmosghera

conducive to the resolution of the Afghan problem,
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it is also gratifying to note the suspension of hostilities in the conflict
between Iran and Irag, a conflict that has bedevilled the international community
by the intensity of its destructiveness. We stronqly urqe the two parties to
ce-operate in the implementation of Security Council resolution 598 (1987) sc that
the peace process can result in the attainment of the desired objective of a
genuine and durable peace in the Gulf. An end to this fratricidal conflict not
only would enable Iran and Irag to undertake the muich-needed national
reconstruction, but would alsc remove the threat of the internationalization of the
conflict in a region of strategic political and economic importance.

The sitnation in Kampuchea continues to be of concern to my delegation.
Despite the continued efforts of the international community in the search for a
peaceful solution io this protracted conflict that has resulted in immense
suffering, the problem still remains unresolved. It is hoped that the recently
suspended Paris Conference on Rampuchea will resume in the near future and that a
negotiated comprehensive settlement will be achieved, a settlement based on the
independence, sovereignty and non-aligned status of Kampuchea. A qenuine
withdrawal of foreiqn troops from Kampuchea will, it is hoped, accelerate the peace
process in that country, and my delegation calls on all parties to the dispute to
continue to support the efforts of the United Natjons and the Asscciation of
South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) to resolve the problem of Kampuchea.

With regard to the situation in the Korean peninsula, the Gambia welcomes the
process of dialoque initiated to ensure the revnification of that divided country,
and we are of the view that if membership in the United Nations would facilitate
the process of unification the international community should support the adnission
of the Roreans intec the Organizaticn, in éccordance with the principles of

universality.
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In the Middle East, the situation continues to pose a qrave threat to
international peace and security. My deleqation wishes to reiterate the Gambia
Government's conviction that the Palestine question is at the crux of the Middle
East problem and that a just and permanent solution can be achieved only if the
legitimate and inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, including the right to
an independent homeland, are restored. The Palestinians have suffered for decades
and have made many sacrifices in pursuit of their aspirations, as manifested by the
22-month-old intifadah., They have also made many concessions in the seareh for
peace and security. These peace overtures are highly laudable, and we once aqain
call on Israel to respond positively in order that the genuine search for peace in
the Middle East can take off. We are convinced that unless the attitude of Israel
chanqes the Middle East situation will continue to be a threat to world peace and
security. It is for that reasocn that the United Nations must be closely involved
in finding a solution to the problem in the Middle.East, and in this connec-ion ny
deleqation renews its call for a United Nations-sponsored international conference
on the Middle Bast with the full participation of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) as the sole and legitimate representative of the Pales tinian
pecople.

In the eastern Mediterranean, the Gambia will do all it can to encourage
contacts and negotiations between the representatives of the two communities in
Cyprus under the gcod offices of the United Nafions Secretary-General. We
therefore fully support the search for a mutually acceptable political arrangement

which recognizes the equal status of the two communities in Cyprus.
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The seriously deteriorating situation in Lebanon gives cause for genuine
concern. We therefore urge the warring factions to put an end to this unduly
protracted conflict, whick, in addition to the heavy toll in terms of human and

—-ad

material costs, continues to pose a grave menace to the peace and stability of the
region, We believe that any solution guaranteeing Lebanon's sovereianty, unity and
territorial integrity must include the complete withdrawal of all foreign trcops
from Lebanese territory. In this spirit we express our suppert for the peace plan
of the Tripartite Committee of Arab Heads of State, comprisinq the Kinadoms of
Saudi Arabia and Morocco and the People's pemocratic Republic of Algeria, and we
welcome the results achieved so far.

Although the current session is taking place at a time of cons iderable

improvement in the international political climate, deep structural imbalances in

the world economy continue to characterize the current international economic

environment. The most seriocus and critical of these imbalances is the widening

socio-economic gap between the developed and the developing countries.

These negative trends not only threaten the socic-economic and political
fabric of developing countries but also will endanger international political
security and peace and will undouBtedly undermine the positive effects of the
ongoing relaxation of world tension.

The curren.t decade has seen very painful gtructural adjustments on the part of
several developing countries, particu;la:ly the least developed ones in Africa.
These countries, while already facing formidable structural handicaps, experienced
a sharp deterioration in their overall socio-economic situation, in spite of
significant domestic policy measures undertaken by them pursuant to the declared
objectives 2and commitments contained in the United Nations Programme of Action for

African Economic Recovery and Development (1986~1990), which was adopted in 1986.
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Their efforta, however, have in most cases yielded inadeguate results owing to the
insufficient £low of external assistance, unfavourable terms of trade and crippling
debt-service obligations.

The role of the United Nations system in mitigating the social effects of

structural zdjustments cannot be over-emphasized. In this reqgard, mention must be

made of the valuable contributions of specialized agencies such as the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Natione Children's Pund (UNICEF)
and the United Nations Economic, Social angd Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in the
initiaticn and promotion of programmes that address those sectors which are the
first to be adversely affected under structural adjustment programmes. 1In
particular, the Gambian delegation would like to commend UNICEF for its tireless
efforte in providing support and assistance to the most vulnersble droup of our
growing population - the child. 1In this respect, I should like to emphasize the
importance we attach to the draft convention on the rights of the child, which the
General Assembly will be called upon to adopt in the near future. I should like
also to place on record our unequivocal support for tl'{e holding of a world sumit
on the child, as proposed by UNICEF,

There is need, however, for the developed countries similarly to undertake
appropr late structural reforms aimed at adjusting the structural imbalances in
their economies that have given rise to hish interest rates, fluctuations in
commodity prices and a resurgence of protectionism - policies that are inimical to
equitable international economic relations and also to the capability of developing
countries t0 address the sericus economic nroblems confronting them,

There is, finally, a need to develop a new debt strateqy geared towards a
substantial alleviation of the burden on developing countries, including posaible

debt reduction, rescheduling on concessionary terms or debt write-offs.
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As we rejoice at some of the positive developments in current international

relations, we are willing to acknowledge that other chzllenges continue to require

the attention of the international community.

We in the Gambia have been paying special attention to environmental issues,

In this regard, we are deeply concerned at the threat of climatic changes, the
over-exploitation of the earth's resources and the pollution of the seas. My
delegation would therefore like to reaffirm the need to strenqgthen international
concer ted efforts and co-operation for environmental protection within the
framewcrk of the United Nations,

We also welcome the increased international attention being paid to the
inextricable link between the environment and development. My delegation would
like to launch a solemn appeal from this rostrum for more supportive measures from
the international community to help developing countries in their efforts to
protect their environment. It is our hope that the United Nations conference on
the environment and development, in 1992, will be able to address envircnmantal
issues from an overall and integrated perspective, making possible the formulation
of action-oriented programmes with regard to the most urgent environmental and
developmental problems facing mank ind.

The Ganbia, being fully aware of the grave dangers posed to our survival by
the dumping of toxic wastes, is committed to collaborating with all members of the
Organization of African Unity (OAU) in the dissemination of information on the
movement of toxic wastes. The practice of the illeqal dumping of these hazardous
substances in mostly poor and developing countries is a serious phenomenon whose
repercusgions are as deadly a3 the trafficking in narcotics. Those jnvolved in
this practice of dumping hazardous wastes are traffickers in slow-motion death
directed against developing countries, and their activities - nay, their trade -

should be roundly condemned by the international community.
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A few weeks ago we held at the United Nations the second annual obzervance of
the International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, pursuant to the
proclamation by the General Assembly in December 1987. The problem of drug abuse
and illicit trafficking is of serious concern to wy Government. 1In the words of
the Secretary-General, which we endorse, the problem of drug abuse and illiecit
trafficking in drugs constitutes "one of the most devastating threats facing the
world today®. We in the Gambia therefore share the generally accepted view that
the terrible dimensions cf the dArug phenomenon transcend frontiers and cut across
political, economic and social boundaries. No country can handle it sinqle-handed.
No country car consider itself immune from it.

The adoption, last December, of the International Conventicn against Illicit
Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs and Pgychotropic Substances can therefore be seen as
a clear indication that Governments are now determined ¢ co-operate against this
new social evil, which is undermining the very foundations of our societies and
destroying the future of our youth, The Gambia has already embarked on the
necessary process of signing and ratifying this Convention.

We should therefore like to appeal to the international community to make
available the necessary resources, both at national level and within the relevant
international bodies, for a mcre forceful, werld-wide campaicn against the
production and use of all kinds of illicit drugs. In this regard, we should like
to pay a tribute to the Governments of the United States of America and of the
United Kingdom for the valuable assistance they are providing in the fight against
this modern-day scourge.

An issue of cardinal importance to the Gambia is the question of human
rights. The Gevernment and people of the Gambia are firmly committed to the

protection and promotion of human rights,
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It is true that recent developments on the internaticnal scene auqur well for
the future of multilateral diplomacy. However, the current favourable
international climate of reduced tensicrs, the new spirit of co-operation between
the major Powers and the achievement of peaceful solutions to many long-standing
reqional conflicts have not been matched by meaningful proqress towards increased
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in some countries.

while international machinery is already in place for the protection of human
rights, it is still important for the international community to undertake a
world-wide campaiaon and education to ensure that basic human rights are enjoyed by
all persons everywhere on this planet, in keeping with the noble and worthy ideals
embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted by this Assembly
some 40 years ago.

We in the Gambia maintain our position that the issue of human rights
transcends the narrow barriers of self-centred political and economic interests.
This firm ¢ wmitment to the observance of fundamental human riahts is embodied in
cui domestic laws and manifested in our foreian policy. In order further to
promote and consolidate our achievements in the field of human rights, the Gambia
uas taken the initiative of establishing an African Centre for Democracy and Human
Rights Studies. The Gambia Government ‘has also provided the necessary
infrastructure for the headquarters of the Commission on Human and People's Rights
of the Organization of African Unity {(OAU) in Banjul, the Gambia. Hisg Excellency
the President of the Republic of Gambia, Alhaji Sir Dawda Kairaba Jawara, whose
commitment to human rights and democracy is renowned the world over, inauqurated
the facilities for those institutions on 12 June this year.

We should like to acknowledge the support given by the United Nations

Geneva~based Commission on Human Rights to the African Centre for Democracy and
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Human Rights, and we appeal to all those who have an abiding faith in the cause of
human rights cbservance to support and pravide assistance to the Centre.

Given our stand on the issue of human rights, the Gambia cannot but be very
concerned about the gross violations of the fundamental human rights of the Turkish
Muslim mincrity in Bulgaria. The unprecedented deportation and expulsion of
hundreds of thousands of pecple of Turkish origin from Bulgaria is a serious
development which should be condemned by the entire international community. The
pathetic sight of thousands of women and children beinq expelled from their own
country on grounds of race and reliqion, and suffering in refugee camps, is
intolerable, and the international community should spezk out lest silence be taken
to mean acqquiescence. We call on Bulgqaria to accept Turkey's invitation to enter
into a meaningful dialogque so that an amicable solution be found to this
humanitarian problem.

My deleqgation therefore supports the proposal made by the Minister of Foreian
Affairs of the Pederal Republic of Germany, Mr. Genscher, when he addressed the
Assembly on 27 September about the need to appoint a United Nations high
commissioner for human rights and set up an international court of human richts.

The pressing political issues facing the internaticnal community are corplex,
but we share the hope cf many that, with dedication and determination, they can be
resolved, and in a way that assures peace and stabilit, for all nations.

On the economic front, however, there is a dire and compelling need for a
whole range of Worth-South issues to be addressed with qrester pelitical resclve
and in a realistic and constructive manner that will take due account of the acute
and growing needs of the developing world in order to achieve a more balanced and

aquitable order.
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It is therefore imperative that the same dynamic and pragmatic spirit that has
characterized international relations, which is indeed responsible for the recent
developments on the political scene, should be extended to the economic sphere,
with the hope that it will yield the long overdue desired resuits,

I therefore conclude by reaffirming the Gambia's totai commitment to the
maintenance of peace and security and to meaningful international co-operation for
the economic and sccial advancement of all peoples.

The lofty ideals enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations deserve our
full attention, our firm dedication and energetic support.

In this regard, we shall continue to render all necessarv support to the
United Nations system, which is and will remain the custodian of the hopes and
aspirations of mank ind for long-lasting peace, progress and presperity.

Mr. PERRIER (Haiti) (interpretation from French): May I first address to
you, Sir, the congratulations of the delegation of Haiti and tell you how very
plessed we were to see you elected to the presidency of this, the forty-fourth
gession of the General Assembly. Your outstanding personal qualifications, vour
vast experience in dealing with international affairs and what you have done at the
helm of the Special Committee Pgainst Apartheid have allowed us to take the full
measure of your qualities, and they ensure the fullest success for the work of this
session,

I should also like to voice our aratitude to your predecessor,

Mr. Dante Caputo, who brought the full range of his competence and wisdom tc bear
upon his work and thus fully merited the confidence the Assenmbly had placed in

him,

We pay special tribute to the Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar,
who has succeeded with so much courade and determination in pursuina proaress

towards obtaining the objectives embodied in the Chéttet. Without a doubt, the
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United Nations owes him much for the restoraticn of confidence it enjoys tecday.
Let him be assured of the fullezt support of my country ac he pursues his efforts
for peace.

This decade is Arawing to a cloge with particularly contrasting results facing
uwe in terms of matters economic and political. The forty-fourth session is in duty
bound to reflect a period when the international community as a whole is stopping
and thinking about these matters. There can be no doubt that we are living through
a particularly crucial pericd in which progressively there is emerqing before us a
ne# landscape in internaticnal political relations. In this connection, we think
it obvious that the United Nations, 30 long the butt of complaints and denuciation,
is, now that it is being endowed with the wherewithal, ready to play a more
intensive role in facilitating the resolution of conflicts that have been with us

for a long time and were once deemed insoluble.
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The cessation of hos'tinties in the Persian Gulf and the emergence of solutions te
the questions of Western Sah&ra, Cyprus and Namibia are highly siqnificant
successes that bear witness to the restored credibility of the United Nations.
Rarely in the past Lalf-century or more has the world experienced such dynamic
Progress towards peace. These results confirm, if confirmation be needad, the
overriding importance of the purposes and principles upon which the United Nations
is founded and the increasing adherence to them by its Member States. This is a
source of satisfaction and hope.

At the same time, there are qrounds for welcoming the conjunct ion of factors
that now offers an unexpected opportunity to change the confrontational terms of
East-West relations. The proposals recently put forward by the JUnited States and
the Soviet Union and the commitments made at the Paris Conference on bamning
chenical weapons give good reason for hope concerning the prospect of genuinely
controlling the arme race.

There would be a great temptation to believe that this state of affairs
represented a turning point in the establishment of a new international order if
there were not at the same time and year after year, the gqrowing, unacceptable qulf
separating the North from the South, Furthermore, one cannot iqnore the still
numerous cbstacles that continue to block the road to peace, in particular the
persistence of various hotbeds of tension in many areas of the world and the
emergence of new challenges that rightly ecmmznd the ;ttention of the General
Assembly at this session.

Once again this year southern Africa is in the forefront of our concerns, for,
notwithstanding certain apparent changes recorded at the level of the political
discourse, the structure of the apactheid system has not changed. Neither the

expected freeing of Nelson Mandela nor the release of political prisoners, which
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could have given indisputable proof of qoodwill, has been obtained from the
Pretoria Government. South Africa vemains under the yoke of the last réqime in the
world to profess a racist ideology, which is expressed in blind, systematic
repression of the aspirations of the country's black majority. It is the duty 6.‘.
the international community, which has been too long defied, to do all it can to
ensure that the South African Government ends a policy that is universally censured
and condemned.

That is why, in declaring our solidarity with those resisting apartheid,
notably thrcugh the courageous struggle of the African National Conqress of Socuth
Africa (ANC) and the Pan Africanist Conqgress of Azania {PAC), the Republic of Haiti
calls for the implementation of comprehensive sanctions against the South African
régime. A1l in all, that is indeed the only recourse the international community
has available to it by means of which to ensui:e that the black majority assumes,
with dignity and equality of rights and duties, its rightful place in a
multiracial, egalitarian and democratic society.

Fellowing a heroic struggle, actively supporied by the front—-line States and
waqed by the genuine representatives of the people under the leadership of the
South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), and many initiatives launched by
the friends of Africa, the Namibian people is preparing to decide its future. The

Haitian Governwment welcomes this fact and the forthcoming entry of Namibia into the

international community. We reiterate our firm support for United Nations efforts, -

vigilant action in the field by the United Nations Transition Assistance Group
{UNTAG) and the sustained efforts of the United Mations Council for WNamibia. They
have all worked together to Pring about the advent ¢f a sovereign and independent

Namibia in keeping with Security Council resolution 435 (1978).
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My delegation z;lso welcomes the climate of reconciliation which seems to be
qaining ground in Angola and which, we hope and expect, will make it possible for
that country to bend all its energies to the task of reconstruction and to economic
and social development.

The evolution of the situation in Western Sahara makes it possible,
notwithstanding a certain hesitancy, to perceive the possibility of an end to this
conflict that has divided the Maghreb States for so long. The Government of Haiti
notes with interést the results that the parties concerned have achieved, with the
support of the Secretary~General of the United Nations and the Organization of
African Unity (OAU)}, Wwe hope that the two organizations will pursue their efforts
to encourzge the resumption of the indispensable dialoque between the parties, with
the nprospect of a referendum through which the Sahaouri people can freely deride
its Qestiny.

In the Middle East, the violence that has been raging in the occupied
territories for some two years now bears witness to the fact that Palestine is an
undeniable reality at the heart of any Settlement of a crisis that has persisted
for too lenq. The maintenance of the pregent state of affairs is in the best
interests of none cof the parties concernad. Clearly, the only possible course is
that of dialogue. iIn this connection, it seems to us that the convening of an
international peace conference under United Nations auspices deserves an immediate
consensus. That alone is likely to make it possible for the groundwork to be laid
fotb an overall settlement of the conflict.

The Government of Haiti supports fully the convening of such a conference,

since it is convinced that just and lasting peace in the region can be established
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only on the basis of the prineiples defined, in particular, in Security Council
resolutions 242 {(1967) and 338 (1973) ¢ that the State of Israel has the right to
exist within secure and internationally recoqnized borders, and that the
Palestinian people has the right to a homeland and to self-determination,

With regard to Lebanon, the Republic of Haiti, cardinal principles of whose
foreian policy have always been non-intervention in the internal affairs of States
and respect for the right of peoples to decide for themselves, is following with
arowing alarm the evoiution of the situation in that martyred country. The
Lebanese geople are enduring a painful, bloody tragedy, which all friends of
Lebanon ardently hope it will soon be ended. This is why the Government of Haiti
expresses its solidarity with Lebanon and calls for the withdrawal of foreign
forces from Lebanese scil and consistent action by the international community to
make it possible for the Lebanese people to reqain its sovereianty and unity, with
territorial integrity.

In Rampuchea the process of tiie withdrawal of foreign oceupying forces, which
must be full and £inal, constitutes the first step in the right direction. We
sincerely congratulate the French Government on having taken the initiative,
toqether with the members of the Association of Souta-East Asian Nations (ASEAN},
of convening the Paris Conference, which, although it has not yet had all the
hoped-for results, has none the less been a major step forward in the search for a
solution, The delegation of Haiti desires the resumption of the dialogue between
the parties concerned and the continuance of efforts to brinq about true national
reconciliation. That alone will make it possible to put an end to the tragedy that

has for so many years afflicted the Cambodian natiom.
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The Republic of Haiti, in welcoming the proposed dialoque on the peaceful

reunification of the Rorean nation, believes that the time has come to explore ways
and means of making the admission of the two Koreas to the family of the United

Nations a reality, in accordance with the wishes of the parties concerned.
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We note with gqreat satisfaction that the cease-fire between Iran and Iraq is
being maintained and express the hope that the neqotiations already under way
between the two parties will result in a settlement that will open the way to
permanent peace.

Similarly, Haiti welcomes the evacuation of foreiqn troops from Afghanistan
and hopes the fratricidal war there will soon come to an end.

Closer to home, in Central America, the initiatives aimed at ending the
hostilities and buildina peace and democracy should be encouraged. The Government
of Haiti fully supports the recent Tela agreements ruling out the option of sterile
confrontation, foreian pressure and recourse to force among fraternal cocuntries
that should be working together in co-operation.

The Government of Haiti, sharing the concerns of many countries across the
continent, is lending tireless support to the efforts being exerted notably by the
United States of America to fight illeqal drug trafficking. Bevond that, the
deleqation of Haiti is fully prepared to lend all appropriate support to the
initiative of the Caribbean countries aimed at stepping up within the framework of
the United Nations the relentless struggle that must be waged against this
scourge. We wish particularly to stress our solidarity with Colombia, whose
courageous decisions have placed it in a difficult situation indeed.

The Republic of Haiti again reiterates its firm support for efforts aimed at
international co-operation and a concerted approach to the protection of the
environment from the threats looming over it, which threaten the survival of the
entire planet qiven the accelerated deterioration of our natural resources.

Notwithstanding the viqorous ecom;mic expansion recorded in industrialized
countries, the third United Nations Development Decade is ending on a note of

profound disillusionment: promises have not been kept and the expectations of the

third world - the vast majority - have not been met.
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Suffice it to recall that in sub-Saharan Africa the gross domestic product per
capita has declined by a record 10 per cent - indeed, over 10 per cent - compared
with the 1980 level, and the situation in Latin America and the Caribbean is hardly
better., Having reached the very limits of the economic, social and human costs we
can bear as a result of indebtedness, which is compounded by the pernicious and
destabilizing impact of adjustment programmes, the nations of the South £ind
themselves plunged ever deeper into despair and doubt that they shall ever see
rovement towards a better life for our people. However paradoxical it may appear
to some, the third world continues in larqe measure to finance the prosperity of
the wealthy nations through a net inverse transfer of resources amounting to
economic haemorrhaging that we cannot sustain and is morally unacceptable.

Faced with such a state of affairs, the delegation of Hziti stands in
gsolidarity with all those countries which, on the eve of the launching of the
four th inte:na-etohal: development decade, call for a readjustment of the machinery
qoverning international economic relations, and for substantive changes in strategy
at the level of international co-operation, so as to enable our countries of the
South finally to become an integral part of the race to development.

To achieve this, an unprecedented effort of international solidarity is
indispensable. Instead of aid -~ which is often uncertain, lacks common standards,
and is not necessarily appropriate to the medium- and long-term needs of the
recipient countries - it is necessary for the industrialized countries to devote to
co-operation for development those resources that correspond with the needs for
overall economic recovery throughout the South. What this means, at the very
least, is that we must attain the goals set some 30 years ago: 0.7 per cent of the

qross domes tic product of the donor countries,
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By the same tcken we consider urgent the adoption by the creditor countries,
in multilateral financing institutions, of additional measures aimed at lightening
the external debt burden and, if necessary, writing off such debt, particularly in
the case of the poorest countries, even if these are not necessarily the most
indebted ones. In this connection, what comes to mind is France's decision,
announced last May at Dakar, unconditionally to write off all public credits given
to 35 African countries. We hail that step, which we hope and expect will be
emulated so far as all the least developed countries are concerned. We hope that
this particular approach will gain currency.

How could we not stress the delicate situation facing the countries of
sub-Saharan Africa, island countries and the Caribbean nations, gsome of which have
just been hard hit by hurricane Hugo?

It is particularly appropriate for us to emphasize how acute are the social
and economic problems confronting the least developed countries, often disappointed
by the lack of international solidarity they receive, which in large measure
explains the essential failure of the new substantive programme of acticn for the
least developed countries for the 1980s.

3

However, our country continues to have strong hopes of the speeial session of
the General Assembly, to take place next spring, devoted to international economic
co~operation. By the same token, we welcome the holding in Paris next year of the
second United Nations conference on the leas: developed countries, hopina that in
both instances these meetings will provide the second wind the North-South dialogue
80 direly needs.

The delegation of Haiti deems it useful to remind the Assembly of the
evolution of the situation in Haiti at a time when the Haitian people is turning a

major corner in its history., Having first stemmed the adverse impact of successive
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crises facing our State, the Government of 17 September 1988 resolutely commiteed
itself to setting up a lasting state of law. The building of a representative
democracy, based on the pre-erinence of and respect for human rights, the effective
functioning of pluralism and the quaranteeing of freedoms, are all now well under
way.*

The Government of 17 September 1988, headed by Lieutenant-General
Prosper Avril, has successfully passed through a number of phases which we consider
decisive,

The Constitution which the Haitian people gave itself in 1987 has been
restored, and several articles which, because of the provigional nature of our
Government, are still not in final form, will be completely restored as soon as the
two legislative chambers are reconstituted.

In this connection, elections will be organized, in 1990, at all levels, on
the basis of a fixed@ timetable, by the permanent electoral council, For the
Government, this is a matter of honour. The elections will reflect the free
expression of the will of the people, and will bring new leaders to the helm of the
State in Pebruary 1991.

We are, of course, well aware that the reforms undertaken and the
establishment of new institutions, and the forthcoming electoral contests, however
decisive they may be, will not suffice in and of themselves to auarantee the future
of democracy in Haiti. The experience of the past three years has shown us that
the struggle for democracy can be lonq and difficult. Like many other countries

that have recently emerged from the lona night of dictatorship, Haiti is

* Mr. Feyler (Luxembourg), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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considering the promises of the future without losing sight of the serious
handicaps of the present. To succeed in building a democratic country while the
country is still struqgling with a particularly acute structural crisis in the

economic and social spheres indeed is a maior challenge for us.
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In view of the importance of what is at stake, the Government of Haiti deems
it necessary to reiterate its appeals to the international community to help Haiti
make up for lost time in the key areas, to free Haiti from the vice of dire poverty.
in which three quarters of the population are caught, and, above all, to help them
£ind the road to ranewed growth,

We believe in a renewed and effective solidarity with friendly countries, of
the North and the South, in accordance with the wish expressed by the General
Asgembly in its resolution 39/196 adopted on 17 December 1984 entitled "Economic
assistance to Haiti®. Unfortunately, that resolution has remained a dead letter -
so much so that Haiti has found itself alone in the face of the damage caused by
the social problems which the country has been experiencing for more than three
years. And even after cyclone Gilbert it again found itself alone, facing the
desolation of the families in the southern part of the country, victims of this
natural disaster, who are still waiting for some show of international sol idarity.
We must, at the same time, express our deepest gratitude to the countries of the
Caribbean who, responsive to our legitimate aspirations, and with mutual respect,
have shown us fraternal support, which we value highly.

We are certain that the united efforts of our partners can be of substantial
assistance to the people of Haiti in their untiring search for economic and social
betterment.

This aim is certainly not beyond our reach. It is, after all, one of the
conditions and the ultimate goal of democratic life. To help us attain it is,
obviously, within the framework of the highest mission of the United Nations., We
therefore appeal to the Orqganizaticn to lend Haiti its valuable assistance in

co-ordinating far-reaching international action tu help the country meet the

gerious challenges it faces today.
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We are convinced that the United Nations, which has constantly managed to go
hand in hand with our people in its long trudge towards real democracy, will once
again be by owr side this time.

Mr. NANTON (Saint Vincent and the Grenadines): The deleqation of Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines wishes to offer Mr, Joseph Garba its sincere
congratulations on his election to the presidency of the forty-fourth session of
the General Assembly. We look forward eagerly to playing our part to ;nsure the
success of the session under his exper ienced leadership.

The historic forty-third session is still fresh in our minds, and we would be
found vanting if we failed to pay a tribute to the former Prasident,

Mr. Dante Caputo, for the efficient manner in which he presided over the
forty-third session of the Assembly, thus ensuring its succegsful conclusion.

My delegation wishes to congratulate the Secretary-General for his
enlightening and comprehensive report on the work of the Organization and for his
initiatives during the past year in pursuit of peace and security.

There is a wind of change blowing in international politics. We witness a
trend in international relations in which confrontation is being replaced by
co~operation, and bitter cold~war rivalries of the past by consensus and mutual
accommoda tion,

The present mood to a large extent reflects the easing of East-West tension
and greater co-operation between the major Powers. The international communitv
welcomes the progress made by the United States and the Soviet Union in
negotiations aimed at reducing by half their stockpile of strategic weapons. The
prospects for a comprehensive and verifiable treaty banning chemical weapons, which

has been propcsed by both super-Powers, is also very exciting.
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The eyes cf the world are upon us at this time. The General Assembly at this_
session will earn the respect of the present as well as future generations, if,
through its deliberations and decisions, it can sustain the present trend and widen
the current détente to ensure peace and progress for all mankind.

The Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines applauds the people of
Poland for their historic decision to enhance democracy and move to an open-market
economy . ‘

The positive developments in the Soviet Union, Hungary and East Europe,
inspired by General Secretary Gorbachev, hold tremendous lessons for the third
world on the evolution of political theory.

The cordial atmosphere of international politics today presents an oppor tunity
which should not be missed for resolving those intractable regional conflicts which
for so long have destabilized the world community.

In Afghanistan, in spite of the 1988 Geneva Agreements and the withdra&al of
Soviet troops, the war continues unabated. The delegation of Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines supports the Secretary-General in the efforts he is making to facilitate
a settlement. We look forward to a return to normalcy in that country torn by
ecivil war, and to the early return to their homeland of the millions of Afghan
refugees in Pakistan and Iran.

The fragile cease-fire in the Iran-Irag war and the direct talks between the
two sides have yielded no conclusive results. We urge the Governments of the two
countries to co-operate with the Secretary-General's efforts to transform the
present cease-fire into a lasting peace based on Security Council resolution

598 (1987).
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Wwhile the Paris Conference on Cambodia held in August did not yield a
comprehensive sclution to the problem, it was nevertheless a commendable step
towards achieving the conditions necessary for the Cambodian people to freely
exercise their right to self-determination.

We also applaud the diplomatic and other initiatives of the Association of
South-East Asian Nations and hope that all other interested parties will join in
the search for a durable peace in Cambodia.

The problem of the two Koreas still remains unresolved. It appears that
efforts to establish a machinery for dialoque and peace have made no substantial
progress. It is the firm belief of my delegation that the adnission of the
Republic of Rorea to the United Nations would not only be in conformity with the
principle of universality, but would help to create a better political environment
for a peaceful solution of the Korean question,

My delegation looks forward with enthus'iasm t;) the implementation of the
Secretary-General's peace plan'fox Western Sahara. We hope that there can be an
early referendum on self-determination. We urge continued dialoque between the
POLISARIO and the Kingdom of Morocco and a continued search for a settlement of
this' issue within the fram.Jork of the proposals of the United Nations and the
Orqan.lzatiofl of African Unity.

while encouraging signs have emerged on the political horizon in many parts of
the world, th;are are some intractable problems which dcfy our best efforts to find

golutions.
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The oppressed majority of South Africans are étill strugqling to achieve their
freedonm ang self-determination, My delegation reiterates its call for the

intensification of sanctions and other forms of pressure by the international

community on South Africa for the dismantling of the inhuman system of apartheid

and for the unconditional release of Nelson Mandela and other political prisoners,

The end of Namibia's long road to independence is in sight. The withdrawal of
South African forces and the demobilization ang disarming of territorial forces
were carried out on schedule; the draft electoral law is under careful examination
before final assent ig qiven; political detainees have been released by both
parties to the conflict; some 83 per cent of estimated eligible Namibians have
demonstrated their commitment to the electoral process by reaistering to vote a
month before the deadl ine; and many thousands of refugees, some in exile for a
whole generation, have returned to their homeland. These are all positive steps
leading to the eventual independence of Namibia, ﬁe join those who have paid a
tribute to the Secretary-General, his Special Representative and Deputy, and the
many United Nations Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG) military police and
civilian personnel for their dedication and personal commitment to Namibia's
freedom.

Saint Vincent angd the Grenadines fully supports the United Nations plan fén:
implementing Security Council resol:“ion 435 (1978) and calls on all parties not to
impede the movement towards peace. My country looks forward to the day when the
Namibian people, who have waited so long for the opportunity to determine their
future, take their seat as the newest Member of this Organization,

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is concerned that recent efforts to bring
about a settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict have not yielded any positive

results. My country will support any initiative which is aimed at securing a
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comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East based on Security Council
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). There is today growing support for a
properly structured conference based on Israel's right to exist and recognition of
the legitimate rights of the Palestinians, We support that proposal.

The bloody civil war drags on endlessly in Lebanon. My delegation supports
all initiatives, including those of the Arab Leaque, for stabilizing the situation
in that strife-torn country. All the parties to the conflict shouid move towards
securing an effective cease-fire and initating the process of national
reconciliation leading to the full exercise of Lebanese sovereianty. All external
pressures in Lebanon should be removed in order that the Lebanese parties micht
agree on some viable system of peaceful coexis tence.

Last year this body paid a glowing tribute to all those serving and those who
have served in the United Nations peace-keeping forces on being awarded the Wobel
Peace Prize for

"their achievement and théir contr ibution to the United Nations peace-keeping

operations and, by extension to world peace and security".

Today, we lament and deplore the tragic, ccld-blcoded murder of Lt. Colonel
wWwilliam R. Hig;;ins, a United States citizen, while serving in the United Nations
peace~keeping forces in Lebanon. We call on thcse organizations or groups which
are at present holding foreicn hostages to release them and thus end their
suffering and that of their relatives and friends, We also urge those countries
with influence over the hostage-takers to assist in arresting this crime against
humanicy and to help to bring zll the foreign hostages home from Lebanon.

Tuyrning to my own reqion, Latin America and ‘the Caribbean, my delecation
welcomes the very positive developments in Central America. We commend the five

Central American Governmants for their determined efforts to restore peace and

RT3
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stability to the region and call on the international community to do all in its
power further to advance the peace process.

My country welcomes the ratification of the Cartagena Protocol which opens the
way for accession of the Caribbean nations of Belize and Guyana to the Organization
of American States.

We a:lso.note with satis;‘faction the progress being made in the Republic of
Chile for the full restoration of its democratic institutions.

The eastern Caribbean, particulafly Antigua and Barbuda, the British Virgin
Islands, Dominica, Montserrat and Saint Kitts and Nevis recently experienced the
full force of hurricane Hugo, which left death and considerable damage tc housing,
infrastructure and aaqriculture in its wake. The road to recovery will be long and
costly and we hope that the international community will move swiftly to assist in
the rehabilitation efforts.

While being encouraged by all the positive developments in the international

comminity, my Government feels, however, that insufficient progress was registered
during the past year in resclving various existing non-military threats to qlobal
peace and security. These threats include persistent poverty in many parts of the
world, lack of economic growth and development, large-scale unemployment, injustice
and inequalities between nations and severe envircnmental deqradation. These
problems tend to be global in scope and reguire the concerted efforts of the

international community t £ind solutions to them,

internaticnally and in the current North-South frame of anaiysis, the developing
countries of the South find themselves falling further behind in the race for

The fruits of science and technology are very unevenly distr ibuted ]
develcpment and proagress. 1
k
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The external debt crisis continues to impede growth in developing countries
and this situation is aagravated by fundamental imbalances in the international
monetary system,

Protectionism is on the increzse and the terms of trade for the
primary-producing countries still work against them in the current unfavourable
international market situation.

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines welcomes the convening of the gpecial session
of the General Assembly devoted to international co-operation, the Second United
Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, and the preparation of the
international development atrategy for the fourth United Nations development
decade -~ all of which will be held within the coming year. We hope that these
conferences will lead to a clearer understanding of the present prcblems in the
areas of trade, external debt and development.

The international community should be constantly reminded of the problems of
small island developing States, in which category Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
£alls. These States are characterized by narrow economic bases, limited internal
mar kets, diseconomies of scale, and lack of opportunities to take advantage of
external markets. There is a further disadvantage in that many of these States -
like Saint Vincent and the Grenadines -~ are archipelaadic, a phenomencn which poses
ser ious problems with consequential economic and social cost.

Their small size also makes such States run the risk of beinqg overlooked in
international economic and financial decision-making. It is important that
adequate resources be made available to them on appropriate terms for national
development. |

The population explcsion of our time and over-exploitation of the natural

resources of our planet due to poverty and rapid economic expans ion have resulted
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in a number of environmental problems which put at risk the entire human race. The
issues of toxic waste, deforestation, desertification, acid rain, the widening qap
in the oczene layer, erratic climatic changes and the greenhouse effect are gqlobal
in scope and must be dealt with by the entire internaticnal community working
together. Swift and workable solutions must be found if mankind is to preserve the

environment for coming generations.




T NTE e

JB/16 A/44/™WV .29
71

{Mr. Nanton, Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines)

Other probless in society, such as the international £flow of refugees, the
status of women and children, and the international scourqe of druas continue to
require the urgent attention of the internaticnal communitv.

The Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines recognizes the gqrave danger
that international drug trafficking and druq abuse pose to all countries. That
scourge transcends national borders and it is imperative that international
co-operation be increased and intensified to eradicate it from the face of the
globe. To that end, my delegation gives unqualified support to the proposal of
Trinidad and Tobago for the establishment of an international criminal court to
investigate and adjudicate the criminal res..usibilities of persons encaged in drug
traf€icking, and to the initiative of Jamaica for the establishment of a United
Nations multilateral, multisectoral force that would provide assistance to States,
on their request, in the areas of intelligence and interdiction.

The next decade will perhaps be the mest challenging ever faced by human
society. Advances in science and technology have put into our hands the means of
achieving unlimited proqress. Current developments in nuclear technology, space
travel, oceanogtaphy and biotechnology will profoundly affect our lives in the
future. But the same technclegy can be the means of annihilating the human race.
Some oé the fundamental issues facing the world today have to dc with life and
death and survival. .

As we examine these issues during the remainder of the forty-fourth sess fon of.
the General Assembly, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines will work with all other
nations in the interest of world peace, security and prosperity.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The representative of the

Islanic Republic of iran wishes to speak in exercise of the right of reply.
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May I remind members that, in accordance with General Assembly decision
34/401, the first intervention in the exercise of the right of repiy should be
limited to 10 minutes and the second intervention to five minutes, and should be
made by deleqations from their seats,

I now call on the representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Mr.- HOSSEINI (Islamic Republic of Iran): My delegation wishes to address

the baseless allegations made by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Grenada in his
statement yesterday.

The nature of his statement was clear interference in the internal affairs of
another sovereiqn State. It is interesting and ironic that the speaker considered
it appropriate to pick, among many important and pressinq international issues, a
subject that not only has mo internmati-nal bearing, but is also within the sphere
of local decision-making in different countries.

The Assembly is the venue for discussing issues that affect the smooth runnina
of international relations. We were surprised to hear the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Grenada embark on distortion and demagogic reasoning on a totally
irrelevant subject. Of course, we understand that Grenada may be under pressure
from certain quarters. But it is necessary to observe a minimum deqree of

ccherence and priorities.

The meeting rogse at 5.35 p.m.




