
UNITED 
NATIONS 

General Assembly D i s t r . 
GENERAL 

A/44/96 
26 January 1989 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

F o r t y - f o u r t h s e s s i o n 

REDUCTION OF MILITARY BUDGETS 

GENERAL AND COMPLETE DISARMAMENT: CONVENTIONAL DISARMAMENT 

L g t t g r «?ate<3 25 Janusry 1999 frpm the Pgrtnangpt pgprgggntative gf 
the gerni&p Democratic Rmbi^g to Ш United y&tigns &<i<argssê  %Q 

the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 

I have the honour to t r a n s m i t to you a statement made on 23 January 1989 by 
the Chairman of the C o u n c i l of S t a t e of the German Democratic Republic, 
E r i c h Honecker, concerning the d e c i s i o n by the N a t i o n a l Defence C o u n c i l on the 
r e d u c t i o n of armed f o r c e s and con v e n t i o n a l armaments i n the German Democratic 
Republic ( s e e annex). 

I would be g r a t e f u l i f you could arrange f o r the p r e s e n t l e t t e r and i t s annex 
to be c i r c u l a t e d as an o f f i c i a l document of the General Assembly under the items 
e n t i t l e d "Reduction of m i l i t a r y budgets" and "General and complete disarmament: 
conventional disarmament". 

(Sisafiâ) Dr. S i e g f r i e d ZACHl^rN 
Ambassador E x t r a o r d i n a r y 

and P l e n i p o t e n t i a r y 

89-02250 0880a ( E ) /... 
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ANNEX 

Statement made on 23 January 1989 by the Chairman of the C o u n c i l 
of S t a t e of the German Democratic Republic on the d e c i s i o n by the 
N a t i o n a l Defence C o u n c i l to reduce armed f o r c e s and conv e n t i o n a l 

aramaments 

Endeavouring to make another c o n s t r u c t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n to the pro c e s s of 
disarmament, i n which no h i a t u s should be allowed to occur, to demonstrate good 
w i l l and r e a d i n e s s to reduce armed f o r c e s and conventional armaments through 
a c t i o n s and hoping to give other European S t a t e s an impulse worth r e f l e c t i n g on, 
the N a t i o n a l Defence C o u n c i l of the German Democratic Republic decided the 
f o l l o w i n g : 

1. The N a t i o n a l People's Army of the German Democratic Republic w i l l be cut, 
u n i l a t e r a l l y and independent of n e g o t i a t i o n s , by 10,000 troops. 

2. T h i s s u b s t a n t i a l r e d u c t i o n of personnel s t r e n g t h of the N a t i o n a l People's 
Army i n c l u d e s : 

The d i s s o l u t i o n of s i x tank regiments; 

The d i s m a n t l i n g of 600 tanks or r e f i t t i n g of them f o r c i v i l i a n use; 

The disbandment of one squadron of combat a i r c r a f t ; and 

The t a k i n g out of s e r v i c e of 50 f i g h t e r p l a n e s . 

3. At the same time, the n a t i o n a l o u t l a y f o r defence w i l l be c u t back by 
, 10 per cent. 

4. The c u t s are to be completed by the end of 1990, and the German 
Democratic R e p u b l i c ' s N a t i o n a l People's Army w i l l be r e s t r u c t u r e d so as to g i v e i t 
an even more d e f e n s i v e c h a r a c t e r . 

The S t a t e C o u n c i l Chairman, E r i c h Honecker, reported on t h i s d e c i s i o n taken by 
the N a t i o n a l Defence C o u n c i l of the German Democratic Republic on the o c c a s i o n of 
the v i s i t of Swedish Prime M i n i s t e r , Ingvar C a r l s s o n , to the German Democratic 
Republic on 23 January. He f u r t h e r announced t h a t , i n c l o s e c o - o r d i n a t i o n w i t h the 
Government of the Union of S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c s , the f o l l o w i n g schedule was 
en-isaged w i t h regard to the withdrawal of S o v i e t troops from the German Democratic 
Republic : 

The T w e n t y - f i f t h Tank D i v i s i o n , the T h i r t y - s e c o n d Tank D i v i s i o n , two 
independent tank t r a i n i n g regiments and e i g h t independent b a t t a l i o n s w i l l be 
withdrawn as e a r l y as i n 1989; 

The Seventh Tank D i v i s i o n , the Tw e l f t h Tank D i v i s i o n , the a i r - a s s a u l t brigade, 
three t r a i n i n g regiments, i n c l u d i n g one tank t r a i n i n g regiment, and thr e e 
independent b a t t a l i o n s w i l l be removed i n 1990; 

/. 
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The S o v i e t army's motorized r i f l e s and tank d i v i s i o n s remaining on German 
Democratic Republic t e r r i t o r y w i l l be g i v e n an even more d e f e n s i v e c h a r a c t e r over 
these two y e a r s . 

The statement by the S t a t e C o u n c i l Chairman s t r e s s e d t h a t the German 
Democratic Republic a c t e d by v i r t u e of i t s h i s t o r i c a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and i t s 
humanist t a s k to do e v e r y t h i n g to ensure t h a t never again war, but o n l y peace, 
would emanate from German s o i l . T h i s t a s k was seen by the German Democratic 
Republic as going beyond the v i t a l i n t e r e s t s of i t s own people; i t was seen i n a 
broader dimension. Today peace and s e c u r i t y were n e c e s s a r y to guarantee the v e r y 
e x i s t e n c e of humankind as a whole. Given the r i s k of a n u c l e a r i n f e r n o and 
c o n s i d e r i n g the d e v a s t a t i o n t h a t was caused by two world wars i n t h i s century, t h a t 
awareness was growing e s p e c i a l l y i n Europe too. 

As a S t a t e s i t u a t e d a t the d i v i d i n g l i n e between the two most powerful 
m i l i t a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n s , the German Democratic Republic wanted European-based 
t e c h n i c a l n u c l e a r weapons to be i n c l u d e d i n the disarmament p r o c e s s and t h e i r 
modernization prevented. 

E r i c h Honecker r e a f f i r m e d support of the German Democratic Republic f o r 
c r e a t i n g nuclear-weapon-free zones i n Northern Europe, the Balkans and other 
r e g i o n s . 

The German Democratic Republic Head of S t a t e a l s o endorsed a Swedish proposal 
to e s t a b l i s h a c o r r i d o r f r e e from b a t t l e f i e l d n u c l e a r weapons i n C e n t r a l Europe. 

I t was time, he added, to "get down to b u s i n e s s " a t n e g o t i a t i o n s a t Geneva on 
the p r o h i b i t i o n of chemical weapons and to s i g n as q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e a convention 
banning such arms completely. 

The s u c c e s s f u l c o n c l u s i o n l a s t week of the Vienna Follow-up Meeting of the 
Conference on S e c u r i t y and Co-operation i n Europe (CSCE) paved the way f o r 
23-nation t a l k s on c u t t i n g c o n v e n t i o n a l f o r c e s and armaments, he s a i d . 

That the world could look to the f u t u r e w i t h more hope d e s p i t e c o n t i n u i n g 
concerns was a l s o due to a p o s i t i v e t r e n d of s o l v i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f l i c t s 
p e a c e f u l l y . I n t h i s context, E r i c h Honecker p a i d t r i b u t e to the growing r o l e of 
the United Nations and Sweden's a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n peace-keeping operations of 
the world body. 

The German Democratic Republic supported a l l i n i t i a t i v e s t h a t were designed to 
reduce m i l i t a r y c o n f r o n t a t i o n , b r i n g about s t a b i l i t y and b u i l d and s t r e n g t h e n t r u s t . 


