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GENERAL AND COMPLETE DISARMAMENT

REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS AND DECISIONS
A"OPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS TENTH SPECIAL SESSION

DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION

EXTERNAL DEBT CRISIS AND DEVELOPMENT

PROTECTION OF GLOBAL CLIMATE FOR PRESENT AND FUTURE
GENERATIONS OF MANKIND

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith the "Declaration of Brasilia",
issued by the Ministers of State in charge of environmental management and the
representatives of the count,“ies participating in the Sixth Ministerial Meeting on
the Environment in Latin America and the Caribbean, held at Brasilia on 30 and
31 March 1989. Upon instructions from my Government, I request that the
Declaration be circulated as a document of the General Assembly under agenda items
63, 66, 82, 64 and 85.

(f&gnQd)  PENlO  NOGUEIRA-BATISTA
Ambassador

Permanent Representative of Brazil
to the United Nations
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Tho Minirtrro of State in chargo of environmental management and the
reprorratativec of the countries participating in the Sixth Ministerial Meeting on
the Environment in Latin America and the Caribhean, held at Brasilia, on 30 and
31 March 1989, decided to conclude their deliberations with the following:

1, The Latin hmerican and Caribbean countries recognise that the urgent need
to find a balance between rocio-economic development and environmeatel protection
and conservation th:ough  sound management of natural resource8  and cont.-o1  of
environmental impacts io a common concern of the higheot priority to the countries
of the region. This  recogni t ion erpreeses the  inext r i cable  re la t ionship  batween
l nvlroamental COIWO~~I and xocio-•coaomic development, a8 well as the obligation to
eaaure  the rational use of reoource8  for the benefit of present and future
genrrations.

2. The Minirterr  reaffirmed the principle that oath State has the sovereign
right t o  frorly  manago its naturul ruaourcaa. This principle does not exclude, but
rather undrrlinos the arod  for international co-operation  at the regional ,
subregional and global lovelr. The Minirtrrs  aleo l mphasixod that the solution to
tho l rtrraal debt problem and the establiohm~nt  of a just and equitable new
internat ional  economic order  are imperat ive  conditiona to  strongthea  d e m o c r a c y  i n
Latin Amoric \ and the Caribbean,  and to promqte rocurity and poacs in the region,
ae ~011 l e rurtainablo  economic and rocial development, which is the only possible
alternative for the rational utilisation of our natural reaourcos  to satisfy the
nerdr  of our peopler.

3. T h e  fmprovemont  of  racial and e c o n o m i c  condi t ions  i s  the  errantial fac tor
in provrntinq  environmental degradat ion in our  countries, In Latin America and the
Caribbean, ae in t h e  rwt of  the  th i rd  world, underdevelopment  and environmental
dogradation are elemrntr  within a viciouo circle that coadsmns millions of people
to a quality of life below levels of human dignity,

4. The Ministers  therefore resolve to intensify efforts to foster greater
undrrotanding ia their rerprctivo countries of the proper relationship between
economic dovelopmont planning and environmental problemr and concurno,  and to
conrolidate and improve their countries’ capacities for effective environmental
p l a n n i n g  a n d  man~grmont.  However, the Ministers are of the view that present
lovole of economic development and rates of growth severely limit the possibility
of readily achieving the objrctivos  of sound l nvirorunental management and
conrervation.

5. Moreover, this rituation has been exacerbated by the present heavy
indebtedness of Latin Amarha  and the Caribbean to the financial community of the
indurtrialisud  countrier. The debt criois and the adjustment policies derived from
it have impaired conditiono for economic, social and environmental development.
The debt cannot be paid under present conditions not even by increasing the hunger
and poverty of OUT peoples, nor by creating more underdevelopment and the ensuing
drgradatic? of  our environment. It  is obvious that present conditions  for managing
t h e  oxteraal d e b t  m u s t  ;e c h a n g e d  a n d  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  nega t i ve  t r a n s f e r  o f
resources, which has traauformend  developing countt’ies into capital exporters to
the industrioliaed  world, must be immediately reversed.

6. The measures adopted by the countries in the region are important., but
stil l  insufficient to achieve a just, s t a b l e  a n d  l a s t i n g  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  d e b t
problem. Such a solution will  only be possible through a change in terms and
modalities in dealing with the external debt and through “co-responsibility”.  which
crew. to58 will have to assume SO as to solve  the problems of indebtedness and its
consequences on a joint basis.
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1. IntxnAtioPAl  fiAA=ing WIaci@m mhould, through mprcific  iamtitutioaml
fmcilitimm,  l nmuro avrilmbility  of mufficiont AdditionAl  ro80~r~08,  on ~oaco88l01~
tense, to fund rnvitonmmnta~  protmction projrctm  in drvrloping  couatrirr. In the
mllosmtion of ramouraam for that purpose, no condition8 mhould br impoaod that
would, in l ffoct, rmmult in a reduction  of romourcom availablr  for l nviroammatal
protmction.

0, In  thr  l ight  of the forrpoing  conmidrratioar, thA MinimfArm call upon thr
indurtrialimod nationm, and particularly thomm that mharr  our concrrn for rffrctivr
mavi roamrntal  managrment~ to increase mubmtantially the 1~01 of thrir financial
and tmchmitxl  contribution8 t0 dovrloping countriom mad thrir rffactivr support to
the UnitAd Nation8 Environmrnt  PrOgrAmmOw

0, In thie regard, it i8 of paramount importancr thrt thr countrirm of Latin
kna~ico and the Csribbman br AmmimtAd, if thry 10 rrquort, in the l mtAblimh,mmnt of
l mornti&l cApAbility  to conduct rciAntific  rosaarch, to rfficirntly manago  their
artural  my8 trmr , and to mtrrngthon  nrtionrl ptocommmm for l nviromnontAlly round
docimion-mmking,

10. Furthormoro,  intrrnational  co-oporrtion for l nviromnrntal protection
mhould include  frmm l ccamm to 8ciAntific informmtion  rnd the trmamfor - l t comt -
to dowloping  countrimm of non-pOllUtin9  toohnologior and of thomr intmndod for
l nvironmantml conmrrvation. Aa~~mm t0 naw l nVi~O!kntal  tecbologirr  cwot br
mubjmct t o  purely conmmrrciml  intorrmtm. Likwimm, intotnrtionrl  orgrn!mrtionm
mhould aid the countriom in the togion to improvm  thmir monitorin mymtomm l nd
rnhrnco their capmbility  to rnforco the intrrnrtional rtrrrdrrdr for l nvironmontA1
protection to which thAmo countrirm havr mubmcribod.

11 I In thim rompoct,  groator cifortr muat bo mrdo to incrmrmr  thr ayrtoma of
protoctod  nrtural aroam  in the rogioo and to corn80 ptrctiaom that l ro highly
dolrtmrioum to thr l nvironmrnt, ruch am the indimcriminrto and/or illmprl tranmport
l d dimpomrl  of hamardour and toxic wrmtmm and matorimlm,and dumping in thm ocean
of ruch warntom,  which placer coamtal arms in thm wholr region, and rmprcimlly  the
imlsnd State8  of thr CaribbAAn,  in jaopmrdy.

12. Thr mrrioum onviromnmntal  problomm thr world is frcing today dorivr
mAinly from indumtriAlimation modolr and patternr of conmumption  and wamtm l doptmd
in thr indumtrialimrd countrirm, which 9avm rim0 to the accolrratmd  dmtorioration
sf the planot’m  natural rAmourcom  and thr aver-incrraming  introduction of
poilutantm into thr biompboro. The Minimtorm  of LAtin knrrica and thm Caribbran
are cotmnittrd  to a courlo of action capAblo  of avoiding the rocurrwwe  in our
countrimm of thm errors of thnt pattern of dmvolopmrnt  and itm consequonce&,  and
urge indumtrimlimod  countriom to l mmumo thrir full rrmponmibility  conwnonaur%tr  with
their financial and trchnical romourcmm  for roverming the l nvironmontal d&gradation
procrmm  a

13. The COUntrim thrt brvo  nuclear wrrponr And other weapon8 for mare
domtruction mhould iranrdirtoly  C~AAO all tarts mnd  l xpArimonts with there  weapons
and mctivoly promote thrir rliminrtion. Only in this maanrr  will it bc pomliblr  to
guarantor protection  of the Anvironmmnt Agminmt  thr ri#k rJf ContAminrtion  and
ecological  domtruction. Romourcom  made Available thorrfrom mhould br channmllrd
into promoting  economic And socisl dovrlopnoot, following the dimpomitionr
emanating from the difforrnt forums of the United .Nationm rystrm.
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14. Thoroforo,  the countrime  of Latin America and the Caribbean, in Addition
to their internal efforts to design And implemrnt  national plans for the protection
and conmrrvation  of thr l nviroaInent, are cmnittod  to strmngthrning  their
co-operation in this area and to rOqUO8ting  technicA A n d  financial co-operation
from l rtra-rmgionrl  countriom and intmrnmtional  organimationm. The Ministars  of
thr Latin American and the CAribbAAn  countries arm convinced that the global
solution for our rndongorod Earth rntsils  an unprecedented level of co-operation
botworn iadumtrial  and developing countries for the beuefit of future generations.


