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The meetirg was called to order at 3.10 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 36
POLICIES OF APARTHEID OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA
(a) LETTER FROM THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA (A/43/753)
(b) DRAFT RESOLIT ION (A/43/L.16)

The PRES IDENT (interpretation from Spanish): As announced at yesterday

afternoon's meeting; pursuvant to a tequest contained in a letter from the Permanent
Representative of the United Republic of Tanzania in his capacity as current
Chairman of the African Group (A/43/753), the Assembly will first consider the
draft resolutien circulated this morning as document A/43/L.16.

I call on the representative of the United Republic of Tanzania in his
capacity as Chairman of the African Group to introduce the draft resolution.

Mr., CHAGULA (United Republic of Tanzania): On 15 November 1983, under a
"certificate of urgency", the Assembly adopted resolution 38/11, entitled "Proposed
new racial constitution of South Africa", in which, inter alia, the Assembly,
first, declared that the So~called constitutional proposals were contrary to the
principles of the United Nations Charter, that the results of the referendum were
of no validity whatsoever and that the enforcement of the so~called constitution
would inevitably aggravate tension and conflict in South Africa and in southern
Africa as a whole.

Secondly, it rejected the so-called constitutional proposals and all insidious
manoeuvres by the racist minority régime of South Africa further to entrench white

minority rule and apar theid.
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Thirdly, it solemnly declared that only the total eradication of apartheid and
the establishment of a non-racial democratic society based on majority rule,
through the full and free exercise of adult suffrage by all the people in a unitead
and non-fragmented South Africa, éould lead to a just and lasting solution of the
explosive situation in South Africa.

Fourthly, it urged all Governments and orgariizations to take appropriate
action, in co-operation with the Organization of African Unity and in acordance
with the present resolution, to assist the oppressed people of South Africa in
their legitimate struggle for a non-racial democratic society.

Just under five years after the adoption of resolution 38/11 by the General
Assembly, on the basis of those so-called constitutional proposals which the
Assembly in 1983 declared to be contrary to the principles of the United Nations
Charter and intended to entrench white minority rule and apartheid in South Africa,
the Pretoria régime is today holding nationwide so-called municipal elections which
are based on those very same constitutional proposals of 1983, which the Assembly
rejected. As expected, the régime has been taking all possible repressive measures
to crush any opposition or campaigning against those so-called elections by
anti—aggrtheid organizations in South Africa, including the bombing of the offices
of those organizations, mass arrests and detention of the opponents of those
"municipal elections®, which the majority of South Africans do not support.

Mr. President, first of all, on behalf of the African Group, I should like to
thank you and the General Assembly for acceding to our request to consider this

draft resolution, as a matter of urgency, under agenda item 36, entitled “Policies
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of Tanzania)
of apartheid of the Government of South Africa® which will be debated by the
Asgembly later in the session., It was considered necessary for the Assembly to
consider this draft resolution not later than today to voice the concern of the

international community at the "municipal elections" in South Africa, which are

teing held today.
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The draft resolution in document A/43/L.16,entitled "Pretoria's racial
‘municipal elections'", which I have the honour of introducing to this Assenmbly on
behalf of the African Group, is in many ways very similar to resolution 38/11,
which the Assembly adopted in November 1983, However, before I introduce it, on
behalf of the African Group, its sponsors, I should liike to amend it orally as
follows: delete the entire operative paragraph 5 from the draft resolution,
However, I should like to emphasize that the deletion of that operative paragraph
does not in any way imply that we do not attach much importance to its contents,
which we shall be free to utilize elsewhere during this session of the Assembly.

Briefly, the seven preambular paragraphs in the draft resolution mzinly echo
what the Assembly stated in 1983 in its resclution 38/11. Operative paragraphs 1
and 2 of the present draft resolution are also similar to operative paragraphs 1
and 2 of resolution 38/11 of 1983, with the exception that the words "municipal
elections® have replaced the wor<s "constitutional proposals® or "constitution®,
Operative paragraph 3 is new and would simply have the Assembly reject any
so-called negotiated settlement based on the outcome of the "municipal elections"
and other extensions of the “constitutional proposals” of 1983, Operative
paragraph 4 is exactly the same as opergtive paragraph 4 of General Assembly
resclution 38/11 of 1983.

Operative paragraph 6 - which now becomes operative paragraph 5 - which would
have the Assembly request the Security Council, as a matter of urgency, to consider
the serious implications of the so-called municipal elections and to take all
necessary meaéures, in accordance with the Charter, to avert the further
aggravation of tension and conflict in South Africa and southern Africa as a whole,
is exactly the same as operative paragraph € of General Assembly resolution 38/11
of 1983,
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Finally, in view of the grave and deteriorating situution in South Africa as a
¥esult of the policy of apartheid in that country, and in the light of General
Assembly resolution 38/11 of 1983, which the Assembly adopted by an overwhelming

majority, it is our sincere hope that the Assembly will adopt this draft resolution
without any difficulty.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): Before proceeding to take a

‘decisinn on draft resolution A/43/L.16, I should like to quote from rule 78 of the
rules of procedure in regard to proposals before the Assembly:

"As a general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or put to the vote at any

meeting of the General Assembly unless copies of it have been circulated to

ail delegations not later than the day preceding the meeting."

In view of the limited time available and the desire of members to dispose of
this item expeditiously, I shoulg like to suggest, with your concurrcnce, that we
Proceed to take a decision on the draft resolution just circulated in document
A/43/L.16, even though it has been circulated only this morning.

Unless I hear any objections, I shall take it that the Assembly agrees with my
proposal.

It was so decided,

The PRESIDENT {interpretation from Spanish): The Assembly will now take

a decision on draf: resolution A/43/L.16, as orally amended by the representative

of the United Republic of Tanzania,

A recordsq vote has been requested.
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A recorded vote was taken.

In favour:

Agzinst:
Abstaining:

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei
Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Central
African Republic, Chad, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa
Rica, CBte d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic
Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Eqypt, El Salvador, Equatorial
Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, German
Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece,
Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary,
Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (fslamic Republic of), Iraq,
Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao
People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives,
Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morccco,
Mozambigue, Nepal, Nether lands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger,
Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru,
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Fomania, Rwanda, Saint
Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra
leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland,
Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe

None

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America

Draft resolution A/43/L.16, as amended, was adopted oy 146 votes to none, with
2 abstentions (resolutior 43/13).*

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I shall now call on those

representatives who wish to explain their votes after the voting.

* Subsequently the delegations of Barbados, Grenada, Malawi, Sameca and Soloman
Islands advised the Secretariat that they had intended to vote in favour.
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Miss BYRNE (United States of America): My delegation would like first to
express its concern that the late circulation of the text of this resclution made
it impossible ¢o hold full consultations with other delegations before today's vote.

The United States understands the concerns which motivate this resolution,
Indeed, the United States shares a number of objectives referred to in the
resolution. Both publicly and through private chanriels, for example, the Un‘ted
States continues to press the Government of South Africa to 1ift the state of
emergency, to release all political detainees and to remove restrictions on
peaceful opposition activity. None the less, we have serious zegervations about
this resolution that Prevented us from suppo:cting it.

The resolution is unbalanced and biased in its description of the violence
asscciated with the South African elections. While the United States has
consistently cundemned violence directed at pcaceful opponents of apartheid -
including such gsenseless acts a&s the bombing ot Khotso and Khanya houses - we also
condemn the violence used by opponents of the System to disrupt these elections,

The detonation of bombs in public places, resulting in scores of civilian
casualties, and the targeting and assassination of perszons participating in the
elections should be matters of serious concern to the internationail community,

This resolution in no way reflects such concerns.

We agree with South African Archbishop Desmond Tutu's appeal of yesterday, in
which he stated that all South Africans must be allowed to chocse freely, without
intimidation from any quarter, between participation and non-participation in the
elections, and between participation and non-participation in the day of peaceful
protest organized by Government opponents,

Nor could we 8upport a one-sided resolution whose only practical effect would
be to confirm South African suspicions that the United Nations is unwilling to play

& constructive role in finding solutions to that country's tragic internal
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problems. We firmly beligve the United Nations has such a role to play, but not
through the medium of a tesolution such as this one.

Mr. ZEPOS (Greece): I have the honour to speak on bghalf of the 12
member States of the European Community. The Tuelve are constant and united in
their profound opposition to apartheid. We have expressed this position on many
occazions in the General Assexbly and in other international forums. We believe
that the whole population of South Africa must enjoy equal and full political
rights as citizens. The 12 member States of the European Community share the
underlying concern about apartheid and about any efforts to entrench that system,
which has led the Group of African States to initiate the draft resolution just
adopted, on which', however, we have reservations with respect to certain
formulations.

Mr. OOSTELLO (Australia): My delegation has just voted in favour of this
resolution. We have done so because of Australia's firm and unwaver ing opposition
to the cruel and abhorrent system of apartheid and our commitment to its
dismantling. Our delegation would support the holding of free and fair municipal
elections in South Africa as an opportunity for all South Africans to exercigse
their democratic rights. 1In this case, however, we are faced with municipal
elections being conduct;ed along racial lines that are quite inconsistent with a
valid, democratic expression of the will of the people. 1In keeping with the
Australian Government's established policy of support for a peaceful sclution to

the problem, we would urge all parties to refrain from the use of force and

violence.

Sir Crugin TIKELL (United Kingdon): We shsll have a more appreopriate
opportunity to consider the issue of apartheid when the remainder of the debate on
agenda item 36 takes Place. The British Government's abhorrence of apactheid and

its commitment to peaceful change in South Africa have been repestedly expregsed in
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this Assembly. as the Permanent Representative of Greece said a few moments ago in
his statement on behalf of the 12 member States of the European Comnunity, we share
the underlying concern ahout 2partheid which led the African Group to put forward
the resolution which the Assembly hags just adopted. But I must place on record
Some reservations about elements in the text.

First, I draw attention to the second preambular paragraph of the resolution.
While we do not underestimate the gravity of the situation in South Africa ang
agree that apartheid is a serious violatior of human rights, it is going too far to
describe it as a threat to international peace and security. For this and other

reasons, we cannot accept the prejudicial language of operative paragraphs I and 5

of the resolution.

The British Government shares the international community’s commitment to the
peaceful abolition of apartheid and seeks to explore every means which could lead
to that result., we believe that peace and security in South Africa can be achieved
only through genuine dialogue and fundamental change. The General Assembly should
not attempt to Prejudge that process or to take decisions which are proper ly for
the Socuth African people themselves,

While I understand the sense of urgency which under lies any discussion of the
Question of apartheid, we regret that it was felt necessary to introduce the
resolution at this sensitive time while delicate negotiations are in progress over
the future of Namibia, It would be most unfortunate i1f decisions taken by the
General Assembly were to jeopardize or hinder Progress on these negotiations,

For these and other reasons, my delegation abstained in the voting on the

resniution,
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Mr., SERWIS (Belgium) {interpretation from French): As it has done on
many occasions, Belgium solemnly reaffirms its complete opposition to the policy of
gpartkeid of South Africa. That is the meaning of the vote that we have cast
today. Furthermore, we challenge the propriety of elections organizel within the
context of apartheid, which once again trample underfoot the rights of the black
populatiocn,

However, my country has reservations with respect to the terminology of the
resolution and certain procedural difficulties which it presents, The assertion
that apartheid is a th:eat to international peace and Security and the request to
the Security Council to take urgent measures inplies recourse to Chapter VII of the
Charter and gives risé to confusion as to the areas of competence of various United
Nations bodies.

Mr. BLANC (France) (interpretation from French): Prance unreser vedly
condemns the policy of apar theid of South Africa. My country has reaffirmed this
on many occasions and in the clearest terms both in the Assembly and in other
forums. We have proved by our action both at the national level and in the context
of the 12 members of the European Community. Horeover, the French delegation
understands full well +he concerns of the African Group, which submitted to the
General Asgsembly the draft resolution that we have been consider ing today.

For these reasons, France voted in favour of the resclution, despite our
reservations on some of the passages of the text, in particular the second

Preambular paragraph and operative paragraphs 1 and 5.
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Mr. RIBEIRO-TELLES (Portugal): Portugal's position with regard to the
question of apartheid has been unequivocally expressed many times both here in the
General Assembly and in other forums, My country participates seriously in the
efforts of the international community to put an end to a system that is profoundly
repudiated by the Portuguese people. We deplore the entrenchment of apartheid
teforred to in the draft resolution (A/43/L.16) and therefore voted in favour of
it.

Portugal must never theless point out its reservations with regard to the
formulation of a specific paragraph of the draft resolution, namely the scecond
preambular paragraph,

Dame_Ann HERQUS (New Zealand): My delegation voted in favour of the
draft resolution just adopted by the Assembly. We did so because we agree with the
principles on which it is based, principles which underpin our strong commitment to
working for an end to Apartheid in South Africa. Although in its language it does
not in all respects reflect my delegation's views, the issues the draft resolution
touches on are clearly important ones.

My delegation regrets that there was not time for more compr ehensive
consultations on the text in pursuit of the common goal we all seek.

Mr . FAABORG-ANDERSEN (Denmark): I have the honour to speak on behalf of
the five Nordic countries, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden and Denmark. The
Nordic countries’ cor.demnation of racism, racial digscrimination and the system of
institutionalized racial disccimination known as apartheid has been voiced in the
Assembly on many occasions,

Our support of draft tesolution A/43/L.16 is a logical extension of our
positive vote on resolution 38/11, which condemned the constitutional framework
within which the current municipal elections are being held ae undemocratic and

unjust, It is our firm conviction that the municipal elections will contribute to
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fur ther entrenching apartheid, and therefore should be rejected. However, the
Nordic countries have reservations with regard to the formulation of some speci fic
paragraphs of the draft resolution.

The PRES IDENT {interpretation from Spanish): We have heard the last
statement in explanation of vote.
May I remind delejations that consideration of item 36 will be resumed on the
motning of Monday, 28 November.
AGENDA ITEM 32
QUESTION OF THE COMORIZN ISLAND OF MAYOTTE
(2) REFORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/43/648)
(b) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/43/L.15)

The PRESIDENT (interpretatior. from Spanish): Before calling on the first

speaker, I should like to remind repregsentatives that, in accordance with the
decision taken yesterday afternoon, the list of speakers in the debate on this jitem
will be closed at 4 p.m. ¥ therefore request those representatives wishing to
participate in the debate to inscribe their names ag soon as possible.

I call on the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Co-operation and Trade of the
Comoreos, Mr. Said Kafe, who will introduce the draft resolution,

Mr, KAFE (Comoros) (interpretaticn from French): The General Assembly is
for the thirteenth consecutive year dealing with the question of the Comorian
Island of Mayotte. As members are aware, this subject is a problem of the highest
impor tance not only for the Comorian people but also for the international
community, in that it stems from an injustice and a flagrant violation of
international public law as well as French domestic law,

In substance, the problea runs counter to the fundamental principle of the
inviolability of the frontiers inherited from the colonial period. Tt also runs

counter to the sacrosanct rule o7 the indivisibility of overseas territories and
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colcnial entities, which has, however, been recognized by the French Constitution,

That is why, as will be recalled, whenever we have debated this question,
whether at the United Nations or in any other interrtional or regional
organization, we have always reaffirmed unambiguously and forcefully that Mayotte
is, and can only be, a Comorian land. We do this all the more confidently,
inasmuch as successive French Governments, invoking history to justify their
policies, have tepeatedly emphasized the need to uphold the territorial unity of
our country. Consequently, all the laws and administrative arrangements adopted
during the colonial period have endorsed in the clearest possible manner the unity
of the Comoro Archipelago.

This unity is not, as some would argue, based on mere administrative
' convenience, but rather derives both its origin and its strength from the common
history of the sister islands which make up the Comoro Archipelago: the islands of
Anjouan, Grand~Comore, Mayotte and Mohéli.

That is why the French Secretary of State for Over seas Departments and
Territories, on 26 August 1974 in the French National Assembly, referring to our
referendum on self-determination, stated that the French Government had chosen a
global consultation for the three following reasons:

"The first is legal in nature, because under the terms of the rules of
international law, a territory preserves the frontiers it had as a colony,

“Secondly, it is inconceivable that there could be multiple statuses for
the various islands of the Archipelago.

"Lastly, France has no desire at all to turn Comor ians against each other.
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The same speaker went on to point out,

"France rejects the fragmentation of the Comoros, whose people are of the
Same stock and which have the same Tslamic religion and the same economic
interests,"

Two months later these remarks were confirmed by the then President of the
French Tepublic who, in a press conference held on 24 October 1974, said,

“Is it reasonable to envisage a part of the archipelago becoming
independent and an island, however sympathetically one may view its
inhabitants, preserving a different status? I believe that contemporary
realities have to be accepted. The Comoros are a single whole and have always
been a single whole. Tt is only natural that their fate should be a commen
one. On the occasion of the independence of the territory it is not for us to
propose the breakup of the unity of what has always been the single Comoros
Archipelago.”

Through these remarks it becomes readily apparent that the unity of our
country caniwot give rise to any confusion or challenge. None the less, we have to
acknowledge that to this very day our national unity is still fragmented, and it
goes without saying that the amputation of part of its territory -« the Comorian
island of Mayotte - is a deep wound in the soul of the Comorian pecple.

When one realizes the homogeneity of the Comorian people, the bonds of blood
that have been woven from the most ancient times between the inhabitants of the
various islands, one more readily understands the pain and the tragedy of a people
united by the same culture, language and religion - three elements which constitute

the fundamental attributes of a nation, as Renan, the eminent nineteenth-century

French thinker pointed out.
The harmful effects of this separation are not merely human in scale. They

also gravely impede the development of the archipelago. Indeed, by virtue of the
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four islands of the Comorocs complementing one another, their economy can develop
only as a symbiosis, resulting from the type of production and activities peculiar
to each of them. The separation of Mayotte from the other sister islands is thus
an impedimant to the harmonijous development of our country. The development of our
islands can be coherent only when one considers the archipelago as a united whole
and can achieve a satisfactory pace only within the framework of that unity.

In this regard there is a paradox that must be pointed out., Precisely at a
time when the great States are moving to consolidate iheir unity in ordez better to
guarantee the well-being of their People -~ thus giving effect to the ancient
saying, "In union there is strength® - the Comoros find themselves Qivided.

The problem of the Comorian isiand of Mayotte is no Gifferent from those
problems which, in v&rious parts of the world, give rise to pointless tensions
fraught with turmoil. The wisdom of the Comorian people has taught it the value of
a spirit of concord and harmony and the superiority of that spirit over the
illusions of force based on iniquity.

In order to resolve this prcblem, the Comorian people has thus resolutely
chosen the path of dialogue and broad-based agreement, in keeping with the
pertinent resolutions and recommenations of the various intetnaggonal
organizations. Hence it intends to uphold the principles of peace and justice
enshrined in the Charter of our Organization.

Clearly, however, this attitude prompted by wisdom must not be seen as a sign
of weakness; our people must not find itself victimized as a result of its
conciliatory attitude.

At this session we have been Pleased to note that confrontation is more and
more tending to yield to better understanding, thus enabling us to look forward to
the gradual elimination of certain conflicts of concern to the international

community. We keenly hiope that the case of Mayotte may, in this same atmosphere,
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also enjoy tha same evolution. Yet, to our very great regret, there still seems to
be no prospect of a sclution that may lead to a happy outcome, one capable of
dispelling the deep anxieties of the Comorian people.

The Comorian Government and people therefore lcok forward with considerable
interest to hearing concrete Proposals in the very near future so that, within the
framework of friendly relations between France and the Comoros, a solution may be
found.

Clearly, a just settlement of this question must necessarily involve respect
for the unity and territorial integrity of the Islamic Federal Republic of the
Comoros.

We believe that, by doing justice to the rights of our country, France, whose
historic influence has always been based on the unity of its great pecple, would
émerge ennobled from a problem that is quite at variance with its traditions and
the image of itself it projected at the time of the decolonization of the other
African Territories.

The draft resolution now under discussion in the Assembly is not different
from the other resolutiens in the sense that it emphasizes the need to accelerate
the process of negotiations between the French and Comorian Governments in order to
ensure the prompt return of the island of Mayotte to the Comoros.

We ardently hope that it can be adopted unanimously,

Mc. BADAWI (Egypt) (interpretation from Arabic): Egypt's interest in the
question of the Comorian island of Mayotte and its wish to see a speedy and just
solution to this problem stem from the friendly relations and close co-operation we
enjoy with both parties to the dispute.

Our unwavering position, which has been stated on many occasions, is based on
our commitment to the pPrinciples on which the United Naticns was founded. Egypt

has always supported respect for the sovereignty of the Islamic Federal Republic of
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the Comoros over the island of Mayotte. This position has been reflected in the
resolutions of the United Nations and the regional organizations concerned with
this problem, including those adopted last May at the African Summit and in
September 1888 at the Ministerial Conference of the Non-Aligned Movement - all of

which advocate the need to respect the unity and territorial integrity of the

Comoro Archipelago.

On the basis of our ongoing contacts with the two parties to the dispute, we
fully appreciate the concerns of the Government of the Comoros over the lack of
tangible pProgress in finding a solution to this pProblem. In fact, the Situation

has hardly changed since the country achieved independence and became a Member of

the United Nations in 1975,
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We consider that the persistence of this problem poses a threat of political
instability which might adversely affect the peaceful climate of the entire
region. Never theless, we believe that there is room for optimism and hope that a
negotiated and just solution to this problem may be found, particularly in view of
the information contained in the Secretary~General's report (A/43/648) of
29 September 1988, according to which the two friendly Governments of the Comor os
and France continue to display a sincere will to continue dialogue and contacts.
There has been, for example, the meeting in June this year in Paris between the
Presidents of the two countries, demonstrating their will to intensify efforts to
arrive at a solution guaranteeing the territorial integrity of the Comoros and
taking into account the interests of both parties,

We take this oppor tunity to express our support for the Secretary-General's
talks with the two parties and we welcome his efforts to achieve a peace ful
solution to the problem. We therefore continue to hope that the good will of both
sides and their tireless efforts will achieve tangible results in the near future,
thus allowing the Government of the Comoros to enjoy full sovereignty over all the
islands of the archipelago, including the island of Mayotte, and also making it
possible for that brotherly people to focus its efforts and resources on progress
and development.

Mr. KAMAL (Pakistan): The question of the Comorian island of Mayotte has
been on the agenda of the United Nations General Assembly since 1976, when Comoros
attained independence. Under resolution 31/4 of the General Assembly that year
France was called upon to withdraw from the island of Mayotte. Since then this
Organization has repeatedly appealed to the Government of France to begin

negotiations with the Government of the Comoros with a view to implementing the
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relevant resclutions of the United Nations The Secretary-General has alsc
maintained close liaison with the Organization of African Unity and has offered his
good offices to its Secretary-General in a search for a peaceful and negotiatied
settlement of the problem,

This year, as in the past, we nave taken up this important agenda item in an
effort to encourage the two parties, which are in disagreement, to institute a
constructive and purposeful dialogue with the objective of achieving a just
solution to the problem, in kKeeping with the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly.

The resolutions of the General Assembly on the question of the island of

The resclutions adopted over the years in other international forums, such as
the Non-Aligned Movement, the Organization of African Unity and the Organization of
the Islamic Conference, have also reaffirmed the territorial integrity and unity of
the Comoros as a whole. This position has recently been reflected in the Final
Declaration of the Conference of the Foreign Ministers of Non-Aligned Countries
held in Cyprus in early September this Year and in the resolution adopted at the
Addis Ababa summit meeting of the Organization of African Unity in May 1988. such
a display of Support for the Comoros on this question leaves no doubt about the
validity of its claim to the island of Mayotte,

The problem of the island of Mayotte is not just a bilateral problem between
France and the Comoros. It is basically a question of decolonization and thus a

problem for all of us to resolve. 1In this context I would recall General Asgembly
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(Mr. Kamal, Pakistan)

resolution 3291 (XXIX) of 13 December 1974 and resolution 1514 (XV) of

14 December 1960, on the granting of independence to colonial ocountries and
Peoples. Those resolutions clearly maintain that the granting of independence or
of the right to exercise self-determination applies to colonial entities as a whole
and not selectively. This should have been the case with regard to the Comoro
Archipelago.

We believe that constructive dialogue and peaceful negotiations are the best
means of resolving disputes and differences. In this context the assertion made by
France that it continues to maintain a dialogue at the highest level with the
Comoros and the recent visit of the President of the Comoros to France are positive
:signs which may lead to a settlement of the dispute. Such a dialogue, imbued with
& spirit of co-operation and understanding, built upon the foundations already laid
by the relevant General Assembly resolutions, provides in our view, the best
pPosgibility for a peaceful solution of the problem.

Pakistan has traditional ties of friendship and co-operation with France. At
the same time, as a fellow member of the Non-Aligned Movement and of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference, Pakistan also enjoys close and fraternal
ties with the Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros. A dispute between two
friendly countries is thus a matter of concern to us8. My country therefore follows
very closely the developrents taking place on this issue and maintains a speéial
interest in its expeditious settlement.

The draft resolution before the Assembly is both balanced and moderate and
reiterates the principled position maintained in the international forums. My
delegation supports it ang expresses the hope and desire to witness an expedi tious

process of negotiations, leading to an early solution of the problem on the basis
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of recognized principles. This would undoubtadly have a beneficial effect on the
relations between the two countries and on regional peace and security.

We would like to take this opportunity to commend the efforts of the
Secretary-General towards resolving the problem and to join others in requesting
him to continue them and to extend his gocod offices to the Organization of African

Unity in the search for a negotiated settlement.
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Mz . DANGUE-REWAKA (Gabon) (interpretation from French): Since 1975 the

United Nations has been considering the question of the Comorian island of Moyotte
and recommending the terms for a just and final solution.

The lack of progress towards a negotiated political solution to this question
prompts the United Nations once again to affirm the essential elements of such a

gsettlement - that is, the need to respect the unity and territorial integrity of

the Comoro Archipelago, composed of the islands of Anjouan, Grande-Comore, Mayotte
and Moheli; fulfilment of the commitments entered into on the eve of the referendum
of 22 December 1974 on self-determination for the Comoro Archipelago; and pursuit
of a frank, sincere dialogue with a view to accelerating the return of the island
of Mayotte to the Comoros.

Gabon, my country, which holds the chairmanship of the Ad Hoc Committee of
Seven of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) on this question, realizes the
difficulty and complexity of the problem. None the less, we believe that the
parties concerned should damonstrate the necessary political will if they are to
seek together the most appropriate ways and means of solving this problem, with
absolute respect for the full and complete sovereignty of the Comorian State over
the whole of the archipelago, including the Comorian island of Mayotte.

In this comnection, we are gratified to note that France continues to be
Prepared to engage in dialogue with the Comor ian authorities.

The OAU Ad_Hoc Committee of Seven has continued and will continue to make all
the necessary efforts to accelerate a peaceful, negotiated settlement of this
question. To achieve that, it will naturally have to count on the mutual
understanding and good will of the two parties.

While it is true that the initiatives and the démarches of the OAU Ad Hoc
Committee of Seven are exceedingly important, it is equally true that the

gsolidarity of the international community with the Comorian people continues to be
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decisive. 1In that regard, we call upon the international community, and more
particularly the United Nations, to increase the efforts to accelerate the return
of the island of Mayotte to the Comoros.

My country's unswerving position on this question derives from its dedication
to the principles of the Charter, particularly respect for the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of States and the peaceful settlement of disputes.

It is our hope that the adoption of the draft resolution in document A/43/L.15
will lend new impetus to the negotiating process that has begun, in order to reach
a political settlement of this question.

Mr. JAYA (Brunei Darussalam): As this is the ficrst oppor tunity I have
had to speak in the General Assembly, I should like to offer my heartfelt
congratulations to you, Sir, on your election to the presidency of the forty-third
session of the General Assembly. I assure you of my delegation®s utmost
co-operation as you carry out’youg impor tant task.

I should like also to take this opportunity to express our sympathy to the
Philippines and countries in Central America that have been struck by the recent
natural disasters.

I turn now to the item entitled "Question of the Comor ian Island of Mayotte®,

Since this item was Placed on the agenda of the General Assembly in 1975 the
international community has given the question sustained attention, in the hope
that a final solution to the problem could be worked out by the parties concerned.
We are gratified to note the efforts made over the years by the Islamic Federal
Republic of the Comoros and France, as well as the Organization of African Unity,
the Organization of the Islamic Conference, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries

and the United Nations, to bring about a just and honourable settlement of the

problem,
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Despite those efforts, however, the Secretary~-General, in his report to the
General Assembly in document A/43/648, has indicated that no significant progress
has been made in the situation regarding this question. We hope that both
countries will continue to work towards the achievement of a peaceful, just and

lasting settlement of the problem. We are confident that both France and the

Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros wish to resolve the issue amicably and
peacefully, in conformity with the principles enshrined in the Charter.

In that respect, we should like to express our satisfaction at the good-will
gesture made by His Excellency Mr. Ahmed Abdullah Akderemane, President of the
Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros, during his private visit to France in June
this year.

We are encouraged by the ongoing contacts between the two countcies and hepe
that these contacts will provide the necessary impetus.

My delegation reiterates its firm position in support of the sovereignty of
the Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros over the island of Mayotte. The
overwhelming majority of the international crmmunity has the same position. That
is shown by the adoption by the General Assembly of successive resolutions on the
question of the Comorian island of Mayotte that reafficm the necessity of
respecting the unity and territorial integrity of the Comoro Archipelago, composed
of the islands of Anjouan, Grande-Comore, Mayotte and Moheli.

The Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros was admitted to the United Nations
by a unanimous vote of the General Assembly on its resolution 3385, of
12 November 1975, as a sovereign State made up of the four islands, including
Mayotte. It is our hope that the international community will continue to support
efforts to bring the Comorian island of Mayotte into the Islamic Federal Republic

with the least possible delay.
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My delegation will support the draft resolution now before us in document
A/43/L.15, just as .t Las supported similar drafte resolutions in the past., Wwe
believe ti:is draft resolution reflects the common will of the international
community on the urgent need to restore the territorial integrity of the Islamic
Federal Republic of the Comoros. Under the draft resolution the General Assembly
would endorse the efforts and good will of the parties concerned. we earnestly
hope that, with the existing gocd faith and sincere intentions on both sides, the
desired solution to the problem can be achieved in the near future,

My delegation takes note that, despite differences of position over this
issue, the two countries continue to have friendly relations and are working
towards a satisfactory and equitable solution to the problem. Brunei Darussalamn
has cordial and warm relations both with the Islamic Federal Republic of the
Comoros and with France. We are happy with the state of friendship and
Co-operaticn that exists between the Islamic Federai Republic of the Comoros and
France. We believe that such friendship and co-operation can be the
standard-bearer for the resolution of all future conflicts anywhere ih the world,

Before I conclude, I should like to place on record our deep appreciation to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, and to all the other crganizations
concerned, for their tireless efforts to create the necessary conditions to

facilitate a just and peaceful settiement of the problenm.
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Mr. BIANC (France) (interpretation from French): Since this is the first
time, Sir, that I have the honour of speaking in the General aAsuembly, T should
like, on behalf of my delegation and my country, to extend to ycu the most sincere
and friendly congratulations on your election as President. From the outset of our
work everyone here has recognized your great competence in carrying out the
important tasks entrusted to you.

This year again France cannot but regret the fact that the question of the
island of Mayotte is an item on the agenda of the General Assembly. We cannot but
vote against the text which is before us, in particular because of operative
paragraph 1.

My delegation has, however, listened with keen attention to the speakers on
this question, and it seems that everyone desires a just and lasting solution to
this question to be found as quickly as possible. This, indeed, is also the
position of France. We are involved in an active search for a satisfactory cutcome
to the problem of Mayotte and we exclude no solution that is in keeping with ocur
Constitution and respects the will of the populations concerned.

The French Government is engaged with the Islamic Federal Republic of the
Comoros in a spirit of responsibility and openmindedness in a constructive
dialogue. This dialcgue is based on the solid bonds of friendship and co-operation
which exist between our countries ang which have recently been strengthened by
talks at the highest level, We are convinced that such dialogue, pursued with the
unswerving will to achieve conciliation and appeasement, can, despite the
difficulties, lead to progress in this common quest for an equitable solution.

France, for its part will spare no effort to this end.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The Assembly will now take

a decision on draft resolution A/43/L,15,

I have to inform the Assembly that the Secretary-General does not foresee the

implementation of this draft resolution havi = 3ny programme budget implications.

A recorded vote has been requected,

A_recorded vote was taken,

1 favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Aanti

gua and Barbuda,

Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, BRelize,
Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam,
Bulgaria, Burkina Fasc, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviat
Socialist Republiec, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central Af_ican
Republic, Chag, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros,
Cote d'Ivoire, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Rampuchea,
Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador,
Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, ®iji, Finland, Gabon, Gambia,
German Democratic Republic, Grenada, Guatemala,
Guinea-Biasau, Guyans, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Icelang,
India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic ef), Irag,
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriys, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius,
Mongolia, Mcrocco, Mozambique, Nepal, New Zealand, Nicaragua,
Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay,
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saint Ritts
and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Sao Tome and Principe,

Senegal, Sierra ieone, Singapore, Somalia,

Saudi Arabia,
Sri Lanka, Sudan,

Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republie,

™go, Trinidad ang Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey,
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Ta

Thailana,
Uganda, Ukcainian
Socialist Republics,

nzania, Uruguay,

Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia,

Zimbabwe

Against: France
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Abstainings Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Cyprus, Denmark, Dominica,
Dominican Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece,
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Nalta, Netherlands,
Niger, Norway, Portugal, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Solomon Islands, Spain, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America

Draft resolution A/43/L.15 was adopted by 127 votes to 1, with 25 abstentions
{(resolution 43/14) .+

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): This concludes our

consideration of agenda item 32.
AGENDA ITEM 15
ELECTIONS TO FILL VACANCIES IN PRINCIFAL ORGANS
{a) ELECTION OF FIVE NON-PERMANENT MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL
(b) ELECTION OF EIGHTEEN MEMBERS OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The Assembly will now

proceed to the election of five non-permanent members of the Security Council to
replace those members whose term of office expires on 31 December 1988. The five
outgoing members are the following: Argentina, the Federal Republic of Germany,
Italy, Japan and Zambia. These five States cannot be re-elected and therefore
their names should not appear on the ballot papers.

Apart from the five permanent members, the Security Council will include in
1989 the following States: Algeria, Brazil, Nepal, Senegal and Yugoslavia.
Therefore, the names of those States should not appear on the ballot paper s,

Cf the five non-permanent members which will remain in office in 1989, three
are from Africa and Asia, one is from Latin America and the Caribbean, and one is

from Eastern Europe.

* Subsequently the delegations of Costa Rica, Ghana and Niger advised the
Secretariat that they had intended to vote in favour.
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(The President)
Consequently, pursuant to paragraph 3 of resolution 1991 A {XVIII), of
17 December 1963, the five non-permanent members should be electeqd according to the
following pattern: two from the Africa and Asia Groups, one from the Group of
Latin America ang Caribbean States ang two from the Group of Western European and

other States., The ballot paper takes that pattern into account.
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(The President)

In accordance with the established practice, there is an understanding that,
of the two States to be elected from Africa and Asia, one should be from Africa and
one from Asia.

I should like to inform the Asgembly that the required number of candidates
receiving the greatest number of votes and the majority required will be declared
elected. In the case of a tie vote for the last seat, there will be a restricted
ballot limited to those candidates which have cbtained an equal number of votes.

May I take it that the General Asgembly agrees to that procedure?

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): In accordance with rule 92

of the rules of procedure, the election shall be held by secret baliot and there
shall be no nominations.

Ballot papers are now being distributed.

I request representatives to use only those ballot papers that have been
distributed and to write on them the names of the five States for which they wish
to vote. 2as I have indicated, the ballot papers should not inciude the names of
the five permanent members, the five outgoing non-permanent members or the five
States that will remain in office in 1989, For each region, votes for more than
the requited number of candidates will be declared invalid.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Agstner (Austria), Mr. Rysinski

(Poland), Mr. Idris (Sudan) and Mr. Amorin (Uruguay) acted as tellers.

A_vote was taken by secret baliot.
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The meeting was suspended at 4.40 p.m. and resumed at 5.35 p.m.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The result of the voting

for the election of five non-permanent menbers of the Security Council is as

follows:
Number of ballot paper s: 157
Number of invalid ballots: 0
Number of valid ballots: 157
Abstentiong: 0
Number of Mambers voting: 157

Required two-thirds majority: 105

Number of votes obtained:

* Colombia 154
Ethiopia 144
Canada 127
Malaysia 104
Finland 100
Greece 77
Bangladesh 55
Somalia 3
Cuba 2
Bahamas )}
Mauvritius 1
Sudan 1

Having obtained the reguired two-thirds majority, the following States were

elected non-permanent members of the Security Council for =& two-year period

beginning on 1 January 1989:; Canada, Colombia and Ethiopia,
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): Two seats remain to be
filled: one by a State from the African and asian Groups, and one by a State from
the Group of Western European and other States. In accordance with establisheqd
practice, of the two States to be elected from Africa and Asia, one should bhe from
Africa and one from Asia. Since Ethiopia has already been elected, the remaining
seat should be filled by a State from Asia. wWe shall therefore now proceed with
the second ballot. Thisg ballot will be restricted to the two Asian States, which
are Bangladesh and Malaysia, and which cbtained the largest number of votes in the
last round of voting, but were not elected - that is, Bangladesh and Malaysia - and
the two States from the Group of Western European and othe: States, Finland and

Greece, which attained a majority but were not elected. This is in keeping with

article 94 of the rules of procedure.

Ballot papers will now be distributed. 1 request representatives to write on
the ballot p2pers the names of those States for which they wish to vote. Ballot
Papers which contain the name of a State from the Asian Group other than that of
Bangladesh or Malaysia, or which contain the name of a State from the Group of
Western European and other States other than that of Finland or Greece, or which
contain the name of more than one State from each group will be considered null and
void.

I call on the representative of Bangladesh on a point of crder.

Mr. RARIM (Bangladesh) : The delegation of i:angladesh wishes to announce

the withdrawal of jits candidacy for membership of the Security Council.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): We shall bear in mind the

statskent made by the represcntative of Bangladesh, but, as indicated in the rules

of procedure, we must proceed with the ballot to fill the place from the Group of

Asian States.

At _the invitation of the President, Mr. Agstner (Austria), Mr. Rysinski

{Poland), Mr. Idris (Sudan) and Mr. Amorin (Uruguay) acted as tellers.

A vote was taken by secret ballot,
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The meeting was sugspended at 5.50 p.m and resumed at 6.15 p.m,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The resul: of the voting

for the election of two non-permanent members of the Security Council is as follows:

Number of ballot paper s: 158
Number of invalid ballots: 0
Number of valid ballots: 158
Abstentions: 0
Number of Members voting: 158
Required two-thirds majority: 106

Number of votes obtained:

Malaysia 143
Finland 99
Greece 56
Bangladesh 5

Having obtained the required two-thirds majority, Malavsia was elected a

Don-permanent member of the Security Council for a_two-year period beginning on

1 January 1989,

The PRES IDENT (interpretation from Spanish): One seat remains to be

filled from the Group of Western European and other States.

In accordance with rule 94 of the rules of procedure, we shall procesed to a
third ballot, restricted to the two candidates which have obtained the largest
number of votes. These two countries  are Finland and Greece. Ballot papers will

now be distribyted.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Ays.ter (Austria), Mr. Rys insk i

(Poland), Mr. Idris (Sudan) and Mr. Amorin (Uruguay) acted as tellers.

A _vote was taken hy secret ballot,
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The meeting was suspended at 6.25 p.m. and resumed at 6. 40 p.m,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The result of the voting is

as follows:

Number of ballot papers: 158
Number of invalid ballots: 1
Number of valid ballots: 157
Abstentions: 0
Number of Members voting: 157
Required two~thirds majority: 105

Number of votes obtained:

Finland 110
Greece 47

Having obtained the required two-thirds majority, Pinland was elected a

hon-permanent member of the Security Council for a two-year period beginning on

1 January 1989,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): 1 congratulate the States

that have been elected Non-permanent members of the Security Council and I thank

the tellers for their co-operation in the election.

The Assembly has concluded its consideration of sub-item (a) agenda item 15.

The Assembly will now Proceed to the election of 18 members of the Economic
and Social Council to replace those members whose term of office expires on
31 pecember 1988,

The 18 outgoing members are: Australia, Belgium, the Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, the German Democratic Republic, Iraq,
Italy, Jamaica, Mozambique, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, the Philippines, Sierra Leone,
the Syrian Arab Republic and the United States of America. These 18 Statéa are

eligible for immediate re-election,
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(The President;

I remind the Assembly that on 1 January 1989 the following States will remain
members of the Economic and Social Council: Belize, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Canada,
China, Colombia, Cuba, Denmark, France, the PFederal Republic of Germany, Ghana,
Greece, Guinea, India, the Islamic Republic of Iran, ireland, Japan, Lesotho,
Liberia, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Norway, Oman, Pclang, Portugal, Rwanda, Saudi
Arabia, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Trinidag and Tobago, the Union of Soviet
Socialiet Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Nor thern Ireland,
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia and zaire. The names of those 36 States should
therefore not appear on the ballot papers,

Paragraph 4 of General Assembly resolution 284" (XXVI) of 20 December 1971
provides that the 18 members should be elected as follows: five from the Group of
African States, four from the Group of Asian States, three from the Group of Latin
American and Caribbean States, four from tke Group of Westerr European and other
States and two from the socialist States of Eastern Europe. The ballot papers take
that pattern into account.

The candidates receiving the greatest number of votes and the majority
required will be declared elected. In case of a tie vote for the last place there
will be a restricted ballot limited to those candidates which have obtained an

equal number of votes,

May T take it that the General Assembly agrees to that procedure?

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): In accordance with rule 92

of the rules of btoce&ute. the election shall be held by secret ballot and there
shall be no nominations. The Assembly will recall that in the past the Chairmen of
regional groups have been allowed to speak at this stage to clarify the status of
the candidates. Accerdingly, T call first on the representative of Kuwait, as

current Chairman of the Group of Asian States,
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Mr., AL-SABAH (Kuwait) (interpretation from Arabic): I have pleasure, on

behalf of the Group of Asian States, of which Kuwait has the honour to be Chairman
for this month, in informing the General Assembly that there are four candidates
from the group for member ship of the Economic and Social Councile Indonesia, Iraq,

Jordan and Thailand.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I call on the

tepresentative of Austria, as current Chairman of the Group of Western European and

other States.

Mrs. BERTRAND (Austria):s As Chairman of the Group of Western European

and other States we should like to inform the Assembly that our Group has an agreed
list of candidates for the forthcoming election. There are four candidates for the
four seats, all endorsed: Italy, the Netherlands, New Zealand and the United

States of Aamerica.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I call on the

representative of the Ukrainian SSR to speak on behalf of the socialist States of

Eastern Europe.

Mr. OUDOVENKO (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation from

Russian) : The socialist States of Eastern Europe endorse the candidacy of
Czechoslovakia and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic for the two places

reserved for our group on the Economic and Social Council.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretaticn from Spanish): I call on the

representative of the United Republic of Tanzania, as Chairman of the African
Group,

Mr. KATEKA (United Republic of Tanzania): The African Group has agreed
on the following candidates: Cameroon, Kenya, Niger, Tunisia and zambia.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I now call on the

representative of the Dominican Republic, as Chairman of the Tatin American and
Caribbean Group.

Mrs, De La MAZA (Dominican Republic) (interpretation from Spanish): As

Chairman of the latin American and Caribbean Group, I wish to inform the Assembly
that the Group did not reach a congensus. For its three seats in the Economic and
Social Council, the Group has the following candidates: Bahamas, Brazil, Nicaragua
and Peru,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): Ballot papers marked A, B,

C, D and E are now being distributed. I request representatives to use cnly those

ballot papers and to write on them the names of the Member States for which they
wish to vote in each group. Ballot papers containing more names than the number
assigned to that group will be declared invalid. Names of Member States on a

ballot that do not belong to that group will not be counted at 3ll.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Agstner (Austria), Mr Mounkh=-Orqgil

(Mongolia), Mr. Gorajewski (Poland), Mr. Idris (Sudan) and Mr. Amorin (Uruguay)

acted as tellers.

A vote was taken by secret ballot,
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The meeting was Suspended at 7 p.m. and resumed at 8,10 p.m.

The PRESIDENT {interpretation from Spanish): THe result of the voting

for the election of 18 memwbers of the Economic and Social Council is as follows:

GROUP A
Number of ballot paper s: 158
Number of invalid ballots: 1
Number of valid ballots s 157
Abstentions: 0
NMumber of Members votings 157

Required two-~thirds majoritys 105

Number of voteg obtained;

Zambia 152
Tunisia 15¢
Kenya 149
Niger 146
Cameroon 145
Nigeria 4

Libyan Arab Jamah iriya 1



BCT/dsq A/43/pV, 37

72
GROUP B
Number of ballot papers: 158
Number of invalid ballots: 0
Number of valid ballots: 158
Abstentions: 3
Number of Members voting: 155

Required two-thirds majority: 104

Number of votes obtained:

Indonesia 145
Jordan 143
Thailand 142
Iraq 139
Burma 5

Democr atic Yemen 5
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GROUP C
Number of bhallot paperss 158
Number of invalig ballots: 0
Rumber of valig ballots: 158
Abstentions: 1
Number of Members voting: 157

Required two-thirds majority: 105

Number of votes obtained:

Brazil 117
Bahamas lo8
Peru 92
Nicaragua 89
Ecuador 1
El Salvador 1

Panama ’ 1
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GROUP D
Number of “allot papers: 158
Number of invalid ballots: 0
Number of valid ballots: 158
Abstentions: 2
Number qf Members voting: 156

Required two~thirds majority: 104

Number of votes obtained:

New 2Zealand 149
Italy . 147
Nether lands 144

United States of Ameriéa 136
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GROUP E
Number of ballot papers: 158
Number of invalid ballots: 0
Number of valid ballots; 158
Abstentions: 8

Numbers of Member s voting: 150
w

Required two-thirds majoritys 100

Number of votes obtained;
N

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic 144

Czechoslovakia 142

Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic 2

Romania 1
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Having obtained the required two-thirds majority, the following States were

elected members of the Economic and Scecial Council for a three-year psriod

beginning on 1 January 1989: Bahamas, Brazil, Cameroon, Czechoslovakia, Indonesia,

Iraq, Italy, Jordan, Kenya, Ne therlands, New Zealand, Niger, Thailang, Tunisia,

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, United States of America and Zambia,

The PRES IDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I congratulate the States
that have been elected members of the Economic and Social Council.

There remains one seat to be filled from the Latin American and Caribbean
CGroup. We shall therefore proceed to & second ballot, which, given the late hour,
will be the last ballot this evening on the item now before us.

In accordance with rule 94 of the rules of procedure, this ballot will be
restricted to the two States that received the largest number of votes in the
pPrevious ballot - that is, Nicaragua and Peru.

The ballot papers are now being distributed. 1 request members to write on
them the name of the State for which they wish to vote. Any ballot papers

containing the name of a State other than Nicaragua or Peru or containing more than

one name will be declared invalid.

At the invitation of the President, Mr Agstner (Austria), Mr. HMounkh-Orgil

(Mongolia), Mr. Gorajewski (Polandj, Mr., Idris {Sudan) and Mr Amorin (Uruguay)

acted as tellers,

A vote was taken by secret ballot.
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The meeting was Suspended at 8.25 p.m. angd resumed at 8,35 p.m.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The result of the voting is

as follows:

Number of ballot papers: 156
Number of invalid ballots: 0
Number of valig ballots: 156
Absteniions: 0
Number of Members voting: 156
Required two-thirds majority: 104

Number of votes cbtained:

Nicaragua 82

Peru 74

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): fThis restricted ballot hag

not produced a positive result, Therefore, in accordance with the rules, we should
g0 on to another restricted ballot,

However, taking into account the lateness of the hour and the fact that we
still have another item to deal with, T should like to Propose that we postpone the
voting to a future meeting and suspend these elections for the time being.

If I hear no objection, I shall take it that thét is the view of the Assembly.

It was so decided,
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AGENDA ITEM 12

REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC aAND SOCIAL QOUNCIL

The PRES IDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I propose that the list of

speakers on this item, which includes consideration of the fortieth anniversary of
the Wor 1d Health Organization and the Prevention and control of acquired
immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS), be closed tomorrow, 27 October, at 11 a.m. May I
take it that the Assembly agrees to that proposal?

It was so decided.

AGENDA ITEM 8 (continued)

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK: LETTER FROM DEMOCRATIC YEMEN
(A/43/751)

The PRES IDENT (interpretation from Spanish): We turn now to the request

contained in the letter dated 25 October 1988 from the Permanent Representative of
Democratic Yemen to the United Nations addressed to the President of the General
Assembly (A/43/751).

Members will recall that at its 3rd Plenary meeting, held on
23 september 1988, the General Assembly allocated to the Special Political
Committee agends item 77, entitled "Report of the Special Committee to Investigate
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied
Territories®™., The letter before the Assembly sets out a request that

"a special meeting of the General Assembly be held on the uprising in the

occupied territories under agenda item 77." {A/43/751)
It is understood, however, that the Special Political Committee would remain seized
of the item for its Customary consideraticn.

The request now before the Assembly involves reconsideration of the decision
taken at our 3rgd Plenary meeting concerning the allocation of this item.

Therefore, a decision is required under rule 81 of the Assembly's rules of

procedure.
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(The President)
If there is no objection, I shall take it that the Assembly agrees to
reconsider the ¢._estion of the allocation of agenda item 77.

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): In the light of the
decision just taken, we may now proceed to consider the request contained in
document A/43/751. According to that request, one special plenary meeting would be
held, under agenda item 77, on the uprising in the occupied territories, on the
under standing that the Special Political Committee would remain seized of the item
for its customary consideration.

If there i3 no objection, I shall take it that the General Assembly agrees to
the request set out in document A/43/751.

It was so decided,

Miss BYRNE (Unite@ States of America): My delegation did not formally
object to the decision just taken. That does not mean tha. we regard this decision
2s a useful practice or a desirable precedent. The effectiveness of the General
Asgembly is enhanced by orderly procedure and the recognition on the part of
members of the cetl\tral tole of the General Committee in ensuring this orderly
procedure. On 21 September the General Committee unanimously recommended
allocation of the item to the Special Politics) Committee. On 23 September the
Plenary Assembly unanimously approved that reccmmendation. A fairly substantial
case must be made to justify teconsideration so soon after the original decision
was taken. In the opinion of my Government, nothing has transpired since
23 September to justify altering the decision made then on this item,

Moreover, the United States delegation believes that orderly and coherent
discussion of an item is hamper ed by breaking the item into parts and handling each
part in a different forum. We tope that Member States will refrai, from this

procedure in the future.



EMS/35 A/43/pV, 37
83

The PRES IDENT (interpretation from Spanish):s As the General Assen! "y has
agreed to the request set out in document A/43/751, I propose that on
3 November 1988 the General Assembly devote one plenary meeting to consideration of
agenda item 77, on the understanding, of course, that the Special Politicail
Committee will remain seized of the item for its customary considaration.

I have to inform menmbers that this afternoon I received a letter from the
Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, as Chairman for October of the
Group of Latin American and Ceribbean States, informing me that that group requests
the inclusion of an Additional item cn the agenda of the Assembly for this session,
entitled "Emergency assistance to Nicaragua, Cesta Rica and other countries
affected by hurricane Joan®, That letter will he circulated to delegations and

Asgsenbly cfficers in due course and will be discussed at a subsequent meeting, to

be announced in the Journal,
I have also been informed by the delegation of Nicaragua that its request

(A/43/246) for the inclusicn of 2 new item on the agenda for this session has heen

withdrawn,

The meeting rose at 8.55 p.m,






