UNITED
NATIONS . A

\ Genera! Assembiy
@

PROVIS IONAL

A/43/PV. 24
11 October 1988

ENGL ISH

Forty-third session

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
PROVISIONAL VERBATIM RECORD OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH MEET ING
Held at Headquarters, New York,
on Monday, 10 Octcber 1988, at 10 a.m.
Presidents Mr. RANA (Nepal)
{Vice-President)

=~ General debate [9] {continued)

Statements made by

Mr. Maynard (Bahamas)
Mr. srithirath (Lao People's Democratic Republic)
Mr. Ricardo Garcia (Dominican Rapublic)

This record contains the original text of speeches delivered in English and
interpretations of speeches in the other languages. The final text will be printed

in the Official Records of the General Assembly.
i 08 O the General Assembly

Corrections should be submitted to original speeches only. They should be
Sent under the signature of a member of the delegation concerned, within one week,
to the Chief, Official Records Bditing Section, Department of Conference Services,
room DC2-750, 2 United Mations Plaza, and incorporated in a copy of the record.

a‘g- 64267/A 6847V (E)




AE ot A/43/%V, 24
2-5

In the absence of the Presidant, Mr. Rara {Nepal), Vice-President, took the

Chair,

The neeting was caliad to order at 10.15 a.m,

AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued)
GENERAL DFBATE
Mr. MAYNARD (Bahamas): I warnly congratulate Mr. Dante Caputo on his

election to the presidency of the General Asasembly at its foré&-uu:d sessi_p_n. I
am confident that his vast exper ience and reputation will ensure that our work af:
this zession is greatly facilitaﬁed and erhan@ed. |

The Secretary-General has bean an untiring champion of peace. "I wish to
commend him highly for the tremendous strides made in the past year in h;s efforts
to resoclve the prob]_.ems of long-standing areas of conflict.

Mich has tranépite_d since I-last ad.di:essed the Assembly that gives cause for
optimism. It may be. 'f:lya_x.t a glorious g;a of peace- is about to bless the generations

of our time.
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(Mr. Mavnardg, Bahamas)

The super-Powers have reached accord on the eliminaticn of a whole class of
nuclear weapons. The international community is on the verge of negotiated
Settlements affecting Afghanistan ang the Iran-Iraq war. Within the grasp of the
United Nations is the potential for the resolution of other intractable problems of
the decade, which include those of Rampuchea, Cyprus and Namibia. It is
encouraging also to hear that southern Africa may have set its schedule for peace.
A new international convention against narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances
is near completion. All of this indicates vitality and purpose and makes it
imperative that Member States renew their commitment to the United Nations an;d to
multilateralism.

Further, the soldiers who are deployed around the world in the United Natmns
pPeace-keeping force, ensuring armistice and reinforcing the peace structure, are to
be warmly congratulated on the recognition they have received by winning the Nobel
Peace Prize. The Secretary-General is to be thanked and commended for his great
efforts, and the United Nations may feel justly proud of this achievement.

The question of arms limitation and disarmament is timely today and will be
much discussed in the foreseeable future. May I point out three examples that show
the process of multilateralism at work. First, at the 1988 sessign of the
Disarmament Commission, last May, the Commission was able to make specific
consensus recommendations on two of its eight substantive items: verification and
guidelines for confidence-building measures. Secondly, later in May tﬁe members of
the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, meeting at Havana, Cuba, continued the
process by adopting a consgensus appeal to the two major Powers to reach agreement
on disarmament.. Thitdly, although a consensus text could not be produced at the
third special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmar. :nt, last June,; a

spirit of co-operation governed the del iberations of the wotking groups.
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(Mr. Maynard, Bahamas)

. That success in arms limitation and disarmament holds the key to reducing
military confrontations and minimizing thé danger of nuclear war cannot be denied.
- This factlhae pProvided the impetus for the role that the Bahamas played in the
negotiations at those several meetings and as Chairman of the Disarmament |
Commission,

Today, the confidence of the Behiamas in the United Nations is as strong as it
was the day we joined the Organization in 1973, and our commitment to the United
Nations has not faltered and will not falter. Indeed, we hope to translate this
commitment into specific action by serving on the Econcmic and Social Council and
the Comittee for Programme and Co-ordination, for which our candidature is known,
and on the Security Council, for which we will be a candidate during the
forty-fifth session of the General Assembly. This action will be reinforced by the
experience of more than 15 sovereign years of stability, moderation and prosperity,
a record unmatched by any State of similar size and natural resources.

The recent momentum in solving some of the globe's most pressing problems has
served to underscore inconsistencies that may challenge the solution of others.
The AIDS (aoguired immunode ficiency syndrome) epidemic has escalated to alarming
proportions, while u'nab'atea drug abuse and addiction defy the powerful and baffie
the weak. Internal and regional conflicts have been experienced on every
continent, resulting in catastrophic casualties. WNatural and created disasters
have taken their crippling toll. It could be salutory were the diplomacy and
entﬁusiasm brought to solving problems between the super~-Powers in military matters
to be applied and paralleled, with similar understanding, to these other problems,
which are just as important to the survival of mankind.

Over a year ago there was much cause for optimism ‘when the countries of

Central America signed the peace accord. The Bahamas is convineced that
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(Mr. Maynard, Bahamas)

Esquipulas II remains the most effective mechanism for achieving lasting peace in
Central America. We join the international chorus in calling upon all parties to
continue toc search for peace, and challenge all States to Support their efforts,
encouraging but not Pressuring them as they seek to find their own paths to lasting
peace.

In our region, Bahamas wishes to encourage the parties to territorial disputes
to continue to work towards a negotiated settlement. 1In welcoming the new
initiatives, the Bahamas reiterates its support for the independence, sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Belize and Guyana.

As the international community confirms its commitment to democracy and human
rights, South Africa remains the bastion of racism ang apartheid. The racist
policy has as its foundations discr imination, denationalization and the brutal
repression éf the black majority.

The rising tide of black resistance to apartheid is evidence that the black
majority is undaunted by the brutal and Savage repression of frequent and lengthy
states of emergency such as the present one. Democracy, racial desegregation,
social justice ang the abolition of apartheid are now considered by many to be
indispensable life-and~death issues.

Economic pressures have forced South Afr ica to offer the black ‘majority only
trivial concessions thus far, Whaf is required is a range of economic sanctions
that are sufficiently costly to oovmpel South Africa to initiate the process of
dialogue with representatives of the African National Congress and other 1eg:.timate
‘organizations of the black population with a view to establishing a non-racial

democratic Government .
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(Mr. Mavnard, Bahamas)

The sovereign States neighbours of south Africa ought to be protected from
incursions and bombing by the South African military, which murder innocent
civilians and wreak havoc on their societies aﬂd economies.

The Bahamas continues ho.encourage the United Nations and ail Member States,
especially these with significant ecconomic relations with South Africa, to
implement effective economic sanctions in an effort to abolish apartheid. For its
part, the Bahamas will continue to lend full support to all efforts leading to the
eventual dismantling of apartheid.

In the midst of internaticnal despair regarding the apartheid régime of South
Africa there is a glimmer of hope. Recent developments in Namibia increase our
optimism that Namibia may at last achieve its independence. wWe encourage all
concerned to continue to strive for the achievement of that nobile objective at the

earliest date possible.
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The cease-fire is most welcome in the war between lran and Iragq which has for
eight years thraatened international peace and security. The Bahamas was therefore
Pleased to note the recent developments which idy at last lead to peace in that
region. It is our fervent hope that all parties to the dispute will continue to
search for a negotiated settlement in accordance with S2curity Council resolution
598 (1987) which would end the war and the attendant ioss of life and destruction
of property. The Bahamas wishes to record its appreciation for the mediation
efforts of cur Secretary-General and hopes that all States will lend him their full
co-operation and support. |

The Bahamas has always supported Israel's right to exist. The Bahamas also
strongly supports the right of peoples to szlf-determination. Self-determination
should be guaranteed to the Palestinian pcople. The Bahamas therefore supports the
convening of the international peace conference on the Middle East, with all the
parties to the conflict being represented. Al though the Palestinian issue is
complex, we are satisfied that until it is resolved the chances of peace may be
" remote,

Narootic drugs and psychotropic substances remain a burning issue for our
region and for the entire international community. The threat that drug abuse and
drug trafficking pose to the security, stability and socio-econonic viability of
many States continues to elicit an unprecedented multilaterail response. With the
necessary political and diplomatic will, a Plenipotentiary conference could adopt a
new convention against the illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psychottopic
substances later this year. Last year more than 130 States represented at the
International Conference ~gainst Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, convened on
the initiative of the Secretary-General, unanimously declared drug control to be

the collective responsibili ty of all States.
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The United Nations efforts for drug control are paralleled by standing bodies
in virtually ali regions of the world. In our own Latin Zmer ican and Car ibbean
region, the Inter-American Drug Centroi Commission has taken up the challenge to
c-ordinate a comprchengive hemispheric response to the phenomenal illicit
production, traffic and abuse of narcotic drugs and Foychotropic substances in the
Amer icas., The activities of the Car ibbean Community (CARICOM) accurately reflect
the critical concern of Member States in reducing the vulnerability of the region
to the illicit transit traffic in narcotic drugs, CARIOOM's initiatives are
substantially focused on protecting the people of the subregion from the scourge.

Also of concera to the Bahamas are the increasing interventionist attitudes,
Pronouncements and measures adopted in the region, which arise from the war on
drugs, Al though regional Governments agree on a common, vigorous course of action
against the drug trade, Ooverzealous and unilateral Measwres are nevertheliess taken
which threaten the stability of Co-operative Governments themselves, The pursuit
of such attitudes, Pronouncements and measures is a blatant abuse and is not in the
interest of peace and security in fhe region angd particularly of small States such
as the Bahamas, which are vulnerable because of their geographical locations.

The antidote for such interventionism is the strengthening of multilateral
Co-operation. Small States, such as the Bahamas, with a stable economy, low
inflation level, balanced budget and one of the highest per capita income in its
region, must rely on the mul tilateral approach which this worlg Ozganization alone
affords. The Progress made toward solving some of the world's most ser ious
problems is indicative of vhat can be achieved if more support for and less bashing
of the United Nations is encouraged. The Bahamas takes positive note of and

applauds recent Gecisions to deal with the troubling question of arrears in

contr ibutions,
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The Bahamas is heartened by the fact that, after months of discussion about
Africa's crushing debt burden, the major Western creditor countries have finally
agreed to ease the plight of the world's most indebted nations. At their summit
conference in Toronto on 18 to 21 June the leaders of the leading Western
industrial States - the Group of Seven - agreed in principle to a set of options to
alleviate the debt-servicing burden. That break through may be considered the
result of pressure which the February report of the Secretary-General's Advisory
Group on Financial Flows %o Africa brought to bear upon the creditor nations.

Equally ;zncouraging is the fact that preparations are in the final stage for
an in-depth review of the United Nations Programme of Action for African Recovery
and Development 1986-1990, just two years after its adoption by the General
Assembly, in June 1986. The review will focus on the economic policy changes
undertaken by African Governments and will also spotlight the role of the
international comunity and the United Mations in suppor ting Africa’s recovery and
development efforts.

Before closing, I should like to join with those of my colleagues who have
expressed caring concern over the human suffering, loss of life and serious damage
to property caused by natural disasters in our fellow Member States of Bangladesh,
Jamaica and Mexico, Bahamas is encouraged by the wide expressions of sympathy by,
and commi tments of support received from, the international comuunity. We are
hopeful that the support of the international community will assist those Member
States in the immense task of their reconstruction.

I conclude by referring to a view which I quoted from a leading national
journal of a Member State some years ago. It saids

"... the sad, even bitter, truth is that the United Nations is no longer in

the mainstream of world politics".
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At the time; T stated Wy opposition to that statement. VYears later the United
Nations hasg undeniably vindicateq itself,

Mr. SRITHIRATH (Lao People's Democratic Republic) (interpretation from
French): On behalf of the delegation of the Lao People's Democratic Republic, I
extend to Mr. Dante Caputo sincere congratulations on hig election as President of
the forty-third session of the General Assembly. I know that his wisdom and
Compe tence will enable him to guide the Present session to a fruitful conclusion.
My delegation also peys a tribute to his predecessor, Comrade Peter Florin, whose
talents as a diplomat and dedication to peace and disarmament contr ibuted to the

8uccess of the work of the General Assembly during a particularly difficult
period.
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Democratic Republic)

We should also like to take advantage of this opportunity to reaffirm our
confidence in the Secretary~-General in carrying out his outstanding role in
strengthening peace and co-operation among peoples and his efforts to resolve the
very sensitive international problems that have arisen dur ing the past years.

The international situation as & whole has shown signs of improvement. Since
the four Soviet-United States Summit Meetings, which made it possible to ratify the
Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate~Range and Shor ter-Range Missiles - INF
Treaty - signed in Washington, a new era has opened in the history of international
relations. The pericd of the extended cold war be tween East and West,
characterized by mutual distrust, confrontation and the use of force in the
settlement of conflicts is drawing to a close and seems gradually to be giving way
to a new era in which the primacy of the principles enshrined in the United Nations
Charter, namely, those of dialogue and the settlement of disputes by~peacefu1
means, is reaffirmed. A

In the context of the impl;mentation of the provisions of the INF Treaty, a
control and verification commission has been established by the two parties, and it
is encouraging to note that so far its work has been extremely satisfactory. Our
delegation sees in this a commendable effort b§ all concerned gradually to achieve
nuclear disarmament, which, if it is to be effective, requires other more energetic
reasures which can make a significant contribution to halting the nuclear arms
race. 1In this context, the Lac delegation hopes for a speedy conclusion by the two
great Powers of another treaty dn a 50 per cent reduction in strategic offensive
weapons, thus cpening the way to the creation of a new, safer, ncn-nuclear wor 14,
‘as proposed by the Soviet Union on 15 January 1986 in its prOgr amme for the

progressive elimination of all nucleat wveapons by the end of the century.
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(Mr . s:ithirath, Lao People's
Democratic Republic)

The disarmament Process is extremely complex. While the danger of nuclear war

continues to be the most serious threat to mankind, other categor ies of weapons of
mass destruction also threaten the Security of peoples. We are thinking of
chemical weapons and, in particular, binary, neutron and radiological weapons, In
this regard, it is urgently necessary that greater progress be made in the
Conference on Disarmament in working out a convention prohibiting the production
and use of such weapons.

It is true that the third special session of the General Assembly devcted to
disarmament, held in New York last June, did not achieve the expected results,
because of the lack of political will on the part of certain imperialigt Powers.
Never theless, it provided an opportunity for the international community to become
more aware of certain hew, positive developments in the world situation and,
consequently, o agree to devote greater efforts to achieving the desired
objective, namely, general and complete disarmament under effective international
control.

The world of today, whether we like it or not, is becoming incteasingly
interdependent. 7n the nuclear ang Space age, security can be conceived only
comprehensively, and must be equal for alil countries and peoples regardless of
their size, their social and economic System and their level of development. It is
therefore essential for the international community to contr ibute actively to
exchanges of views and frank and constructive discussions on ways and means to
achieve the formulation and establishment of a general system of peace and
international security designed to cover the political-military sphere as well as
the economic, humanitar ian and ecological spheres. The Lao Government reaffirms

its full support for both the concept and the effective implementation of that
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The favourable internatiocnal climte created by the Soviet-American summit
meetings has undoubtedly made a positive contr ibution to the search for solutions
to certain regicnal conflicts, including some of the most complex of our century.
However, obstacles to the equitable settlement of certain other conflicts continue
to exist.

In southern Africa, following ser jous military setbacks in Angola since the
beginning of the year, the myth of the military invincibility of the Pretoria
Government has become untenable. Faced with such a situation and given the strong
Pressure being exerted by the international community, South Africa has had to beat
A retreat with regard to its §r1minal policy of agrtheid, without, however,
renouncing its fundamental desire to persecute the black majority of the South
African population, its continued illegal occcupation of Namibia, or its acts of
aggression and destabilization against independent, sovereign front-line States.

Nolens volens, the racist régime has had to agree recently to a .ser ies of

negotiations with the representatives of Cuba, Angcla and the United States aimed
at reaching a lasting political solution to the Angolan and Mamibian problems. The
Lao Government reaffirms its fulil solidarity with the oppressed peoples of South
Africa and Namibia in their heroic struggle under the leadership of their
respective national liberation movements to regain their right to
sel f-determination and indep-ndence in accordance with the spirit and letter of the
relevant United Nations resolutions.

In the Maghreb, a climate of under standing has been established recently, thus
opening the way to the settlement of the conflicts in the region. In this context,
our delegat:ion welcomes the efforts made by the United Hations Secretaty-eeneral,

in carrying out his mission of good of fices, to achieve a just and final solution
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(Mc. Srithirath, Lao Peo le's
Democratic Republic)

to the problem of Western Séhata. We favour a speedy settlement of this problem,
that guarantees the exercise by the people of Western Sahara of its inalienable
right to self-determination and independence, in accordance with the relevant
resolutions of the United Nations.

In the Indian Ocean region, the imperialist Powers continue to nia:lnt:ain their
military presence, thus causing a permanent threat to the independence and security
of the coastal and hinterland States. It is essential that in the interest of
peace and international oo-oper&tion. the International Conference on the Indian
Ocean be convened in Colombo at an early date, and in any event not later than

1990, in consultation, as proposed by the General Assembly, with the host country.
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In the Middle Bast, given the policy of oppression and barbaric Zionist

agoression, the hercic Palestinian people, both in the occupled territories and

- outside Palestine, continues to struggle for :ecog'dt:ioq and the recovery of its
fundamental inalienable rights, inéidding that of founding its own Stite in
Palestine. The international conmuni ty can only welcome the tesoluuons of the
Arsb sumit meeting held last June 1n Algiers and its insistence on the need
urgently to convene an international conference on poaee'ln the Middle East, with
the participation of the Palestine Liberation (kgaml:aeion (PLO) on an equal
footing with the other parties involved.

There has been an impor tant nw, positive develoment in the sit:uatlon in the
Persian Gulf, fonowing the est:ablishment of the cease-fire, concluded under the
2egis of the United Nationsa, between Izm and Iraq.. Now that prospacts for paace
seem to be eaerging in the region, everything poss ible d:ould be done to ensure
intagral iuplenentauon of the ptovisions of Security Council rescluticn
1598 (1988). - : |

* The Lao Governmsnt and people are gratified by this aﬁd consider it an N
important step towards the definitive cessation of this terrible conflict. They
'/,)hupport‘thg sihcere and tireless efforts of the United Nations Secretacy~General in

8 tb; sean‘:h for a just and honourasbie conclusion to this war, which has lasted too
’lmg. Horecver, the Lao delegation calls on the great Powers izmediately to put an
_,/ ;":"ikend to their niutu:y presence in the region, a presence which up to ncw has served
only to' -aggnvahe the simation. The withdrawal fror the Gulf of foreign niuta:y
torces mpuld in our vim create tavourable conditions for the integral
;i-plmntﬁéum ot s@mrity Council reeclution 528 (1988).
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(Mr. Srithirath, Lao Peo le's
Democratic Republic)

In Central America and the Caribbean, the peoples of Nicaragua, Panama,
Afgentina and other countries are continuing to wage their detex:mined struggle to
preserve their 1ndependence, saveteiqnty and territorial integrity and to recover
their inalienable rights to self-determination and genuine independence. The Lao
-Government: deems it its duty to support that struggle in order to thwart and stop
in time any manoeuvres based on aggtession, intimidation, destabilizatios and
sabotage undertaken by the imperialist circles of a certain great Power regarding
the regional peace process.

The Lao Government and people welcome and firmly support the tireless efforts
of the coastal cduntriés of the Mediteriranean to transform this strategic region
into a zone of beace, security and Co-operation. Thus they are following the
development of the s“i;tuation in CQyprus with concern and sympathy and express their
' full‘ solidarity with the People and Government of the Republic of Cyprus in the
struggle they are waging to preserve their independence, scvereignty, territorial
integrity, unity and the .non-aligned status of their country, by demanding the
immediate cessation of all separatist actions and by actively encouraging the
Secretary-General of the United Nations in his mission of good offices in order to
achieve a just and lasting sqlut:ion to the grievous problem of Cyprus.

The international community welcomed with satisfaction and hope the agreements

States. While up to now the Swiet Union and the Republic of Afghanistan have
correctly and rigorously applied them, it is reqgrettable to note that other parties

to the agreements have not fully honoured the commi tmen te they have undertaken.
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The internat.jlonal commmity must therefore encourage and urge them scrupulously and
sincerely to carry out those agreements.

A situation of tension still prevails in the region of Asia and the Pacifie,
because of the neo-globalist policy pursued by an imperialist super~-Power. The Lao
People's Democratic Republic reaffirms its support for the constructive proposal of
the People's Democratic Republic of Korea regarding the gradual reduction of armed
forces of the ltwo parts of Korea and opposes any attempt to push through the
admission of the two parts of Korea to the United Nations, vhich would hamper
efforts aimed at the peaceful and independent reunification of that country.

Another highly relevant proposal, advocated by the People's Republic of
Mongolia, the goal of which is to promte a climate of peace and co-operation in
the region, provides for the establishment of a rdgime of non-use of force in
relations among the countr ies of the region. My Government firmly supports that
proposal.

The situation in South-East Asia has has developed in accordance with general
world trend towards the search for the settlement of conflicts through
negotiation. Following the proclamation last year by the Government of the
People 's Republic of Kampuchea of its policy of naticnal reconciliation, the
President of the Council of Ministers, Mr. Hun Sen, and Prince Sihanouk held two
series of important talks in Paris. In addition to ft.he informal meeting in
-Jakarta, Indonesia, Mr. Hun Sen once again put forward on behalf of his Government
a seven-point proposal to f£ind a political solution to the Kampuchean problem.

That proposal attests to the growingf"fdevelopnent, maturity and political wisdom‘of
the Government: of the People ‘: nepublic of Kampuchea. The Lao People 's Democratic
Republic greatly appreciates the zesults of that meeti.ng and firmly supports the

joint position ampted by the latter, namely, that the problem of Kampuchea
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must be resolveg by political means leading to the building of an independent_
Karpuchea, a sovereign, neutral and non-aiigned country, on the basis of national
reconciliation and respect for the right to self-detarmination of the Kampuchean f

People, and that the withdrawal of Viethamese troops from Kampuchea must proceed ’k\

to the opposing Kampuchean forces. To move forward the encouraging results of
their informal meeting, Mr. Hun Sen ang Prince Sihanouk have taken the wise

decision to meet again in Paris at the end of this vear.
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v;e also welcome the positive initiative recently taken by the current Chairman
of the Hon-Aligned Movement for a technical meeting in Harare to discuss the
question of Kampuchea and to establish for that purpose an ad hoc committee of the
non-aligned. |

The Lao Government is firmly dedicateé to the fundamental principle of
settling all disputes between States by negotiation. Wwe believe that, on the basis
of the Bandung Principles, the 1971 Kuala Lumpur Declaration of the countries of
the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASBAN) and the Seven~point proposal
that the Lao delegation put forward at the Jakarta Informal Meeting in July, the
countries of the region will be able to consult regularly to bring their points of
view closer together and to strengthen mutual under standing, in order o transform
South-East asia into a zone of peace, friendship and co-operation, thus meeting the
legitimate aspirations and interests of their respective peoples.

In this context, it is regrettable that the border dispute between my country
and Thailand has not yet been resolved. The two rounds of negotiations which took
Plece last March in Bangkok and Vientiane have not yet yielded concrete results.
The third round of negotiations could not be held in Thailand because of the recent
political crisis in that country. Following general elections, a new Thai
Government has been established, and since then enchange visits of delegations at
different levels between the two countries have been carried out in a genuine
search for better mutual under standing. Given that atmosphere, we believe it is
high time for the two countries to open new negéeiations, as the Lao side has
proposed. The Government of the Lao People's bemocratic Republic is ready to do
everyth'ing in its power to settle the border dispute between it and Thailand

impediately and finally.
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Since the forty-second session of the Asseﬁbly the lot of the peoples of the
third world has not notably improved. Poverty, hunger, sickness and backwardness
are still the daily plight of the great majority of them.

The restrictive macro-2conomic policy pur sied by certain mar ket-economy
developed countries has only aggravated the effects of the world economic crisis,
and it is the developing countries, Particularly the least developed, that have
suffered the most. The resurgence of protectionist measures, high interest rates,
_ the deterioration of the terms of trade and the crushing burden of the external
debt, which has continued to grow over the years, are all major reasons for the
gravity of the situation.

My Government believes that in the struggle to establish a more just and
equitable new internaticnal economic order the strengthening of collective au tonomy
must take pride of pPlace. The Lao Government sincerely welcomes the first results
of the implementation of the process of co-ordination and harmonization of
Programmes of action for economic co-operation between the non-aligned countries
and the other developing countries. In the light of its growing interest in
international wo~operation for development, and in order to make its participation
in the struggle to establish a new international economic order more effective, the
Lao Government recently announced its new economic policy, which includes a l1aw on
foreign investments, under which it intends to develop and expand its economic and
trade relations with all other countr ies,

The present session of the General Assenbly is taking place in a Cclimate that
is both encour‘iaging and alarming. Numerous challenges continue to emerge on the
way to a new era of a non-violent world free of nuclear weapons., . However, it is

encouraging that there isg wianimity in the 2ssenbly in favour cof peace, thus
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attesting to the unquestionable desire of Member States to live in universal
understanding and full security. To achieve that objective, and thus meet the
legitimate aspirations of the pPeoples of the world, our Organization must en~-

&n enormous, complex task which requires of us all a sense of responsibility 7.
common political will. The Government of the Lac People®s Democratic Republi.
reaffirms its unswerving Gedication to the cause of peace, peaceful oexistence au’
international co-operation; and will associate itself with the efforts of the
international comunity to attain lthat common goal,

Mr. RICARDO GARCIA (Dominican Republic) (interpretatisn trom Spanish):

On behalf of the Government of the Dominican Republic and the guwiegation of which
I am Chairman, I have pleasure, Sir, in asking you to convey to Mr. Dante Caputo my
sincere congratulations on his election to preside over the General 2ssembly at its
forty-third session. His personal and professional qualities and his dedicaticn to
the path of diplomacy augur well for the outcome of the session.

I also congratulate his predecesser, Ambassador Peter Florin, on the exemplary
and impeccable way in which he Mesided over the forty-second session. His werk

contributed g.eatly to the Organization's good image.
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We also wish warmly to congratulate the Secretary-General,

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for the successes he has scored thanks to his
persistent efforts for international Peace and co-operation, efforts that have been
widely and fully recognized by all members of this world body. The Nobel Peace
Prize given to the pPeace-keeping forces is the best testimony of what we have just
said. ‘The Secretary-General's ‘eport on the work of the Organization in addition
to being a source of information of incalculable value for us all is a sure guide
to follow in the various situations that exist in the interdependent werld of
today.

As a member of the great Caribbean family I wish alsc to hail an exceptional
Caribbean, the Ambassador of Barbados, Dame Ruth Nita Barrow. Her intelligence and
ker hard work have earnegd her the appreciation of the international conmun ity
represented in this forum, as shown by the Support given to her candidacy for the
Presidency of the General Assembly.

In referring to the Dominican Republic as a member of the great Car ibbean
family X am highlighting its geographical, political, economic and ethnic facts.
For those same reasons, and ocut of a birthright, we are also part of that great
thriving, generous, suffering reality, although a land aware of its effective
capabilities, and I am referring to Iberian Amer ica.

We hope that our island, as in the past, will be the catalyst in all necessary
endeavours to achieve a worthy life, something to which our brothers in the
mainland and in the Caribbean archipelago are entitled.

The complete text of my address has been distributed to all delegations and
menbers attending this session of the General Assenbly as well as to the various

of€icere of the Secretar iat. However, I will now read a sumzary which containg the
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most salient points which the Dominican delegation wishes to bring to your
attention. First I wish to refer to the situation in Haiti, our brother country
with which we share geography, economic ang social interests, history, culture and
hopes. The Haitian People have striven to OoPen up a path to r~eedom, to the
application of human rights and to democracys but it would be naive optimism to
hope that all traumas and remnants of the orpressive system in existence for so
many years and with such deep roots, will disappear from one day to the next. It
will take time to root them out definitively,

The sitvatien cbtaining in that sister nation is a sensitive one and the
international community should lend generous and under standing assistance, not as
charity but as investment in a pPeople which was the first to become independent in
the continent colonized by Spain and which has maintained its independence despite
all difficulties, The Dominican Republic has received some Haitian leaders as
guests. These were human beings who feared for their 1lives, rightly or not; this
was above all a humanitarian action. This act of genercsity is in keeping with the
ethics of the Dominican people. Some groups in My country have criticized this
action asg if genercsity should follow the concepts of discrimination or should be
guided by political nmotivations. It is better that one hundred guilty parties go
free than that ane innocent person be condemned. The Dominican Government will
continue to honocur that precept, because to offar asylum on a discriminatory basis
would be to violate the honour of our people ar one of the most sacred principles
of the Ibero-American system,

Last year we stateds

“Peace is not merely the absence of war or peace imposed by a super ior

force,® 4/42/PV,.18, p._3)
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Today we say that peace should not be the outcome of a balance of forces, of the
So-called forces of deterrence. an error of judgement, a mechanical failure or
action in bad faith could bring about an outbreak leading to a final destruction
that would spare neither the developed nor the developing countr fes,

We consider that the agreement reached between the two supebPowers on the
elimination of intermediate-range missiles is a positive step for world peace. The
Dominican Republic congratulates the United States and the Soviet Union on this
important agreement and trusts that the action which has begun after lengthy
conversations will not be interrupted.

The Dominican Republic reaffirms that maintaining peace ang the principle of
non-intervention are the unvarying standards of its foreign policy.

For the Dominican Republic the Ynited Nations is the appropr iate,

creation of new organizations to discuss matters of world peace.

In the list of items to be discussed in this speech we would like to refer
first to drugs, since my delegation considers the drug problem to be one of the
major scourges of our respective nations, Drugs are a real and growing threat to
all mankind. Every effort must be brought to bear and the various organizations
fi.ghting this scourge must unite under leadership that would avoid duplication and
wasted effort. We alao believe that the fight against drugs must begin in those
Places where the raw material is produced. To that ena, however, imaginative
. Procedures must be used which go beyond the borders of the developing countries
vhere the farmei:, frustrated and ruined by the low prices of his comnodi ties on

international markets, proceeds to gsow marijuana and coca which are more
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profitable. It is the protectionist measures which establish quotas and prices
that have taken traditional crops out and geared action towards the attractive and
profitable crop of ococa leaves,

Owing to the characteristics of its social components the Dominican Republic
rejects every form of discrimination, be it racial, apar theid, political or
religious. Such discrimination runs oounter to every ethical cncept. That is why
the item on South aAfrica has continued to appear on the agenda of this great forum

and will remain there until that country changes its behaviour.
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In cur view, external debt poses a great challenge tc the Governments of
developing countr fesy it is a shadow tha§ follows us in ail we do, both on the
international scene and domestically. Because of its economic, social and
political consequences, the level of indebtedness of developing countries is an
urgent and complex peoblém. It grows worse given external factors weighing heavily
on the debt of developing countries, These inciude interest-rats fluctuations,
unsteble floating exchange rates and action by industrialized comtries to maintain
their protectionist measures,

To ease the debt problem, some industriaslized countr jes should promote a
reduction in their real interest rates, aven though to do this they will have to
reduce their excessive budget deficits. International banking could contr ibute to
the soluticn of this pressing problem by redicing loan margins, especially for
oountries in the midst of an adjustment process.

Efforts by lending institutions are limited to viewing the situaticn from the
monetary and econcaic pPoint of views rather than helping, their measures merely
contribute to menployment , shrinking real income and deteriorating publiic
serviceas: in short, to Plumeeting standards of living for the lowest-income and
therefore neediest groups. During this crisis, lending institutions must maintain
a positive net flow of resources towards our countries. Otherwise debt servicing
to these institutions will be nearly impossible to carry.

The debt problem iz not the sole responsibility of the debtor countries, The
fesponsibility is shazed variously among the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the
World Bank, the Governments of creditor countr ies, the Governments of dsbtor

nations, private ang public debtor institutions and, very important, the policy of
expanding credit promoted by the big banks until 1981.
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To emerge from the internaticnal debt crisis, the industrialized nations must
agree to share fairly in the adjustnent efforts and sacrifices we in the developing
countries are cartyingb out: Their greater aconomic power obligates them to join in
this task, from which we si:all all benefit.

Let me refer again ho. the;\ipi:otecet'oniat policies of dsveloped countries. PFree
and vigorous world trade is indispensable for the well-being of the international
econcmy. Every protectionist measure drives us further from such trade.

Notwi thstanding the great trials it has had to go through, and thanks to the
work of one of the grsatest statesmen in ‘t:he Mrericas, Mc, Joaguin Balaguer, the
Dominican Republic is growing, using its own rescurces and with a very small
external d1;bt and a policy of absolute prcbity in the uée of public resources.

Only a man like President Balaguer could have achieved this feat while maintaining
the climate of political, social and econqnic stability enjoyed by Dominican
soclety.

With respect to .foreign policy, we have froa the very outset supported all
efforts to end the conflict in Central America, and we shall support all future
efforts. We firmly believe that dialogue among the perties, free from sel fish
intervention by third pattiea; is iﬁe best way to resolve situations that could
devélop into conflicts,

For that reason we opened cur doors this yoar to the parties %o the conflict
in Nicaragua so they could 8psak freely, protected by Dominican impartialiiy. Our
sole interest in Central America is the achievement of’peace among brothers, with

all jits attendant benefits.
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In the Dominican Republic all ideas - polltlcél, religious or connected with
any other school of thought - can be expreesed freely and without constraints, .
That is beeause ideological pluralism is the norm in Dominican political life. we
therefore call for better political will ho reach accord and to enable us to move
forward with prograxmes of action already agreed upcn to strengthen peace.

In the Korean peninsula there have been’ encouraging steps towards better
mdetstandlng between two countries with a common origin and language and a shared
history and culture.

We hope that an independant Nanii)ia ;111 shortly join ocur Organization.

The situation in the Middle Bast 13 very close to us as Dominicans, because in
our ethnic makeup there are major components of Arab and Jewish culture and bleod.,
¥We maintsin a steadfast friendship with the family roots of the branches that
fleurish on our soill, and we hope dialocue will take the place of terrorist attacks
- in that part of the world.

I regret I cannot refer in this statement to all the issues worthy of |

.‘ attention from the nations represented here. But I cannot omit a brief refet.erit;'e
to the situation in Wy country in the political and social réalns, a situation
founded on the institutional and democratic process that began in the early 1960s
when the Dominican Republic began a fresh period in its history as a republic.

The rocad has baen long and tortuous, but we are now setting an example of
stability ﬁd subatantial prograess towards the final consolidation of a rule of law
that will guarantes *he survival of our insututiona and civilized coexistence
'amng all Pominicans, with absolute respect for individual rights and total loyalty
to the mdcpondence of State 1nst1tut:lons.«
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Today, the Dominican Republic is an example in the Americas of stability and
democracy, notwithstanding the harsh econoxic pressure to wl;ulch all third-worid
nations are subject. All this has been possible thanks to stesdfast efforts by a
leader who has been able to combine the solution of our local problens with
fulfilneﬁt of the State‘s commitments. ﬁe understands and has repsatedly stated
that ve have a duty and an cbligation to honocur our debts, but not at the sacrifice

of resources needed for the growth and development of the Dominican people.,

~
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In the Dominican Repnblic, the cradle of Spanish activities in the new world,
there is absolute respect for human rights and, from the pinnacles of power , the
independence of the institutions of the State is maintained as an inviolable norm.
That is a reality which only those confused by the promptings of their conscience
could deny or call into question.

In my country there is not a single political prisoner: justice acts with
absolute independence and the free exercise of political pluralism is increasingly
widespread and established.

What wé have said is a fact that neither our nationals nor foreigners can deny
without a breach of the truth. wWhat we are referring to is an achievement which is
A source of pride to us and for which we Dominicans feel religious respect, because
we have learned that this is a source of social well-beinq and harmony for our
fellow citizens. we say this because we understand that, as was said by
His Holiness Pope John Paul IT in his address in the Holy See to the diplomatfc
corps in 1988; |

"Lasting peace is that which ensures that social injustices @ not ooccur . "

This iz what we Dominicans believe and this is the spirit which the delegation
I have the honour to heaq is bringing to this gathering on behalf of the Government

and people of the Dominican Republic.

The meéting roée at’11.35 a.m,






