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The meating was called to order at 10.20 a.m.

ADDRESS BY MR. RAMSEWAX SHANXAR, PRESIDENT OF THE REFUBLIC OF SURINAME
The PRESIDENY (interpretation from Spanish): The aAssenbly will first
hear an address by the President of the Republic of Suriname.
M. Ramaewak Shankar, Presiden: of the Republic of Sur iname , was escorted into

the General Assembly Hall.

The Pammm;- (interpretation from Spanish): On behalf of the General

Assembly, I have the henour to welcome to the thited Rations the President of the
Republic of Suriname, His Excellency Mr. Ramsewak Shankar, and to invite him to
address ‘the Asserbly.

President SHANKAR: Mandated by a free and determined people through the
most adequate mechanism to designate by whom they wish to be governed, namely, free
and fair general elections, I stand here today to bring a message of hope,
determination, endurance and achievement.

These past years have for us been marked by hope anad frustration, illusions
and dismay, the sense of par'ticipat:ing in the dreams of young naticns, yet also by
a keen sense of isolation. Porced by reality, the political leagers, together with
the labour unions, the entrepreneurs, as well as the military leaders, have
consistently sought a permanent solution to our fundanent;l problems. Pressure was
applied from outside by withholding funds to which we were entitled by treaty
provisions made in qw«: faith after frank and open negotiations. At the same time,
hewever, we were not without friends dnd sympathizers who backed us and wished us
well. We are grateful for their understanding, their encour agement and their
support.

In the end the people of Suriname have prevailed, t‘or. although they are small

in nunber, their hope, determination, endurance and commitment are infinite.
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Allow'ne, Sir, to join ali those who have spoken before me in offering you, on
behalf of my Government and on my own behalf, sincere congratulations on your
election as President of the forty-third session of our General Assembly. We are
perticularly satisfied to see you ‘in the Chair, as your election is a well-deserved
tribute to you and to our sister nation, Argentinz, with which we maintain
excellent relations, My Government is well aware of your outstanding diplomatic
gkills and vast experience, and is therefcre confident that under your able
gquidance the Asgsembly will deal Succesafully with the matters that come before it.

I also avail myself of this opportunity to congratulate your predecessor,

Mr. Peter Florin of the German Democratic Republic, on the dedicated ang efficient
way in which he presided over the forty-second session of the General Assembly.

As this body was informed at its pPrevious session, our people overwhelmingly
approved a new draft Constitution for the Republic of Suriname in a national
referendum held on 30 September last Year, and in so doing paved the way for the
holding of generai elections. The draft Constitution was subsequently made law by
a unanimous decision of our National Asgembly.

Apart from the subjects generally incorpocated in a cdnstu:ution. our new
Supreme law is character ized by the inclusion of specific provisions enabling
direct influence by the people on the policy-mak ing and executive processes through
regional and subregional Feprezentative organs of the State. This newly enacted
basic legal instrument of our nation fur thermore enshrines the guarantee of human
rights, while it also erbodies the principles of a multi-party system and
recocgnition of the important place and role of free, private enterprise, and
guarantees the independence and integrity of the judicia:y. -

On the basis of that Cmst;tutim, general, fair, secret and free elections

were held on 25 November 1987,._, at the nationail, regional and subregional levels,
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As a result, in the wake of thoge elections, the first elected .Bmemtive president
and Vice-President in the histocy of Suriname were inaugurated on 25 January this
¥ear, and a new Council of Minigtazg was instailed on 26 J.anuary..

At this point I should like to'eeize the opportunity once again to express the
appreciatibn and indebtedness of my Government and pPeople to various Governments
and 1ntgrnationa1 organizations for the moral support given to us in our efforts to
restore democracy an& for sending cbserver delegations to witnese the referendum
and general elections of last year, as well as special missions to attend the
inaugural ceremonies to which X have just referred.

Although the referendum and the elections have indeed laid the basis for the
recovery of a democratic, constituticnal State, we realize that we still have a
long way to go in order to attain a stable and fully-fledged democracy. For
Suriname to develop into a mature democracy, the newly-established democratic
structures will have to be nurtured by means of national unity and political,
social and economic stability. In this context, it should be mentioned that my
Government has inher jited & number of ser ious social and economic problems which
could become a threat to our national mity and political stability if not urgently
addtessea.

Thus my Government has to deal with the problem of approximately 10,000
displaced citizens from the esstern part of Suriname, who fled the comntry for
neighbour ing French Guiana, seeking refuge from an internal armed conflict. My
Government is making evuary effort t&wgh dialdgue to end this insurgence, which
has often resulted in violent acts of terrorism. It is faced, however, with the
problem that the insurgents are aided and tbetted by external forces whoé'e chief
aim is the continuation °£, violence through the provision of arms, the recruitment

and finarcing of mercenaries and so on.
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It is obwvious that it will be most Gifficult to bring about an end to the
violence as long as such external suppert is continued. My Government has
thérefore appealed to the Governments of France and the Kingdom of the Netherlands
to assist us in Preventing arms deliveries and the recruitment of foreign
‘mercenaries.

| As a member of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an International
Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries, we
also call upon all peace~loving nations to support the A Hoc Committee in its
endeavours to fulfil its mandate as soon as possible. Only international,
mhcerbed action against this evil practice can contribute to the eradication of
the use of mercenaries. We are of the opinion that the internationai community in
general and the developed countries in particular have a moral obligation not to
delay the conclusion of such a convention.

Meanwhile, the conflict has had a devastating effect on the already serious
financial and economic crisis in our country. It has exacerbated the economic woes
%nposed on our ocountry through such factors as the world recession, the withholding
of financial dev_elop:nent: treaty resources and the absence of internal structural'

adaptation measures at the budgetary and monetary levels.
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it is hence self-evident that our economic and social developnent has been
ser jously affected; this has become manifest in the decline of national production,
the decresse in investments, the staggering rise of unemployment and inflation
tates, the deterioration of t:he‘balance of payments and, consequently, the near
exhaustion of our foreign-exchange reserves. My Government is of the opinion that
these challenges and difficulties should be faced unequivocally by a collective
will to £ind jusf: and proper sclutions. To that end, the framework for a
multi-year recovery programme has been developed.

We are aware, however, thatvin the interdependent world in which we live, nc
nation can develop in total isolation from others, and ve are aware that no
Government c&a fully realize its development policy objectives without external
co-operation. My Government is therefore conducting negotiations with some
friendly nations and international organizations, in a spirit of equality,
Co-operation and mutual respect for one another ’s sovereignty, in order to obtain
their valuable views, support and assistance for the solution of our social
problems and the recovery, restructuring and sustained growth of our econony .

We strongly believe in and adhere to a policy of dialogue and consensus aimed
at the peaceful solution of problems, both nationally and internationally, and we
therefore apply that policy in our relations and negotiations with the relevant
Governments, organizations, institutions and individuals., oOur policy is aimed at
guaranteeing a stable and prosperous society based on a just and equi.t:able sharing
of human, natural and technological resources. We remain convinced that, with the
support and co-operation of friendly nations, organizations and institutions, we
shall succeed in overcoming all obstacles on the road to a fully flourishing

democratic, peaoeful,.atable and proepercus Sur iname.
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Aware of the extent to which ocur living climate as a nation is influenced by
the state of affairs in international relations, we, as a member of the
international community , recognize our responsibility to contribute our share to
the achievement of the primary goal of the United Nations. The achievement of a
world with greater security for all nations, a world in which all can freely
develop their potentials, lies at the heart of our Organization.

Formulated more than four decades ago, the principles enshrined in the Charter
of the Organization have never theless remained valid for us as a guideline to the
government of the State. My Government will, therefore, in our relations with
other nations str ictly abide by those principles as well as by those embodied in
the charter of the Organization of American States, while, as a member of the
Hon-Aligned Movement, we shall continue to place a high value on its lofty goals
and principles. My Government reobgnizes the importance of the contribution that
can be made to the cause of peace by the promotion of greater understanding and
appreciation among nations, in particular among States belonging to the same
region. Regional integration and co-operation are considered by my Government to
be more important for promoting that objective, as ﬁhey are instrumental in
Promoting our economic and social development. Increased participation in the
regional organizations of Latin American and the Caribbean will be our deliberate
policy to that end. Consequently, we shall spare no effort further to develop and
intensify our inter-American relations.

Events that have recently developed on the international scene have rekindled
the hope of my Goveznfuent and of many others throughout the world that the purpose
of the United Nations is indeed still viable,

The positive turning-point in two ma jor teéimal conflicts which clouded the
international atmosphere for more than seven years has been welcomed by the

international community.
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The éease-fite in the Gulf war is a source of great satisf;ctim to my
Government, as it has relieved the international comr ity of a dangerous conflict
that could easily have widened into one with far-reaching implications for world
peace. The continuation of that war for more than seven years, notwithstanding the
numerous appeals of the United Nations to bring it to am end, has indeed been a
senseless waste of the human and material resources of both nations.

At this point we think it appropriate to pay a special tribute to the
Secretary-General of our Organization and tc those who co-operated with him for
their painstaking efforts and perseverance in bringing the two States to the
negotiating table. It is now incumbent on both of them to utilize to the maximum
the possibilities provided by our Organization to setile their dispute peacefully.

It is gratifying for my Government to commend also the Secretary~Gener al and
his trusted assistants for their relentless efforts to free the territory of
Afghanistan from the presence of foreign armed forces, thus removing from the
'i.ntemational scené a major obstacle to the augmentation of international
security. The restoration of, and respect shown by all countries for, the
non-aligned status of Afghaniétan will allow its people freely to settle their
internal dispute in a manner they freely determine for themselves.

Thosevdevelopments augur well for the future of our Organization, and we are
therefore confident that the United Hations will play an ever~increasing active and
beneficial role in the peaceful solution of some grave regicnal cqnflicts that,
un for tunately, still exist. In that context we should like fo express our great
satisfaction at the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to the United Nations

peace-~keeping forces, a well-deserved tribute. We should like to add our

congratulations in that respect.
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We are following with great interest arother event on the international
Scene - namely, the armed conflict in southe.. Africa, which has direct
consequences for the long-standing question of Namibia. The United Nations has a
considerable stake in the outcome of the ongoing negotiations, as it may be a
determining factor in enabling our Organization to discharge its responsibility
towards the Namibian pecple. We cannot allow the South African régime to use these
talks as yet another of its widely known tactics to delay the independence of |
Namibia,

In South Africa itself the policy of apartheid remains one of defiance of
international opinion and ever-increasing repression of those who are fighting for
their basic human rights, My Govetnmen_t unconditionally supports the struggle of
the people of South Africa to eradicate the system of apar theid. Mandatory
economic sanctions against South Africa remain the only option to enable the
international community to exert credible pressure on the South African Government
to abandon its criminal policies.

My Government cannot but veice its dismay at the development in another area
of a seemingly endless conflict which has occupied the attention of the
international comunity for many years. The disregard which has been disp]_.ayed by
Israel for the resclutions of the United Nations ovér these years remains the main
cause of the continued tension in that region, Under standably frustrated by the
lack of any progress to end the illegal presence of Israeli forces in the occupied
Arab territories, the Population cannot but show its contempt for such injustice

through campaigns of civil disobedience and protest.



EH/dw A/43/PV.18 .
11

(President Shankar)

The repressive reaction of the Israeli authorities to the legitimate
e:;ptession of outrage by the Palestinian people deserves the condemnation of our
Organization. It shoul@d be emphasized once more that peace in the Middle East can
be achieved cnly through a settlement which is based on the principle of justice
for all .nations of the region.

The improved relations between the two States which play a key roie in
maintaining international peace and security offer new hope for our world that the
threat against life on our Planet will be removed. We welcome the tendency of
increased mutual trust between those nations, which has led to a noteworthy
breakthrough in our effort to halt the arms race and clear the vay for further
pr-ogx:ess toc end the greatest danger to the survival of mankind. WNotwithstanding
this significant Step in the right direction, the third special sessien of the
General Assenbly éevoted to disarmament has proved that deep-rooted differences are
still to be bridged and that it will take more than one effort to overcome the
threat of a nuclear holocaust.

Suriname believes that changing the arms policy inte a policy aimed at social
development would release significant human and financial resources that could he
utilized to promote worldwide development, prosperity and peace.

My Government wishes to pay a tribute to the Secretary-General for the way in
which he has responded to the appeal by the Ceneral Assembly in its resolution
42/204 of 11 pecember 1987 to formulate a special plan of co-operation for Central
America. The plan identifies shor t-term and medium-term priority areas of
Co-operation and also sets out mechanisms for implementation and follow-up.

According to the Esquipulas agreement, peace and democracy in Central America
cannot be achieved without a commitment to improve the social and economic

well-being of the population of the countries involved. Since the roots of tension
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in Central America lie in social and economic problems, it is evident that the
special plan of co-operation for Central America can be considered a welcome
response to the question of alleviating the tension in that region.

The Government of Suriname considers drug abuse and illicit drug trafficking
as a serjous threat to mankind and will thus do everything possible, at both the
national and the internaticnal level, to step up the fight against this evil
scourge.

The world economic situation is still critical and a prolonged crisis is
permeating all areas of eccnomic and international relations. In this connection I
shquld like to draw the attention of this body to f.he growing debt burden that has
become the most visible manifestation of that crisis. The external debt
constitutes a challenge to cur joint co-ordinated actions and our solidar ity is
being put ﬁo the test.

We feel that the strategy that has been followed sc far is insufficient and of
a short~term nature. Al though the declaration of a moratorium by one or more
countries is a possibility, the debt equity swap is a means, not a lasting
solution. More than ever before the time is ripe for the developed and the
developing countries to arrive at an equitable, lésti.ng and mutually agreed
solution on the basis of a developmental approach.

It is our considered opinion that an attitude of low profile and neglect in
fir;d:lng a mitual solution to the debt crisis is not only short-sighted but also
dangerous, since this matter is already gravely disturbing the social and political
stability of democratically elected Governments. Hence my Government is in'favour
of a dialogue between creditors and debtors, based on the principles of
co-responaibility and the right to development. The attitude recently demonstrated

by the developed countries dur ing the Toronto summit in relation to i:he
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rescheduling of the debts of the least developed third world countries is only a
small step in the right direction. It is cbvious that much more will have to be
done.

Let me turn to a more positive note, My Government welcomes the recant
concrete proposals containing a new approach in the policy of reuni fying the Korean
pPeninsula. It is the earnest hope of my Government that the suspended dialogue
will be resumed on the basis of the new proposals. My Government furthermore hopes
that in the not too distant future we will be able to welcome a unified Korea as a
full Member of our Organization.

Finally, my Government is highly pleased to note that the United Nations is
regaining its well deserved pPlace in the international community as a unique forum
for dialogue, under standing and co-operation. lLet us hope that this positive
development will continue ¢+ 80 that peace and pProsperity for all may be achieved in
this world of ours, Suriname will contribute to help realize this lofty goal,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): On behalf of the General

Assembly I wish to thank the President of the Republic of Suriname for the

important statement he has just made.

Mr. Ramsewak Shankar,, President of the Republic of Suriname, was escorted from

the General Assembly Hall.*

S ——————————

*Mr. Mkapa (United Republic of Tanzaniaj, Vice~President, took the Chair.
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AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued

GENERAL DEBATE

Mr. AL-KBALIFA {Bahrain) (interpretation from Arabic): Allow me at the

outset, on behalf of the delegation of the State of Bahrain, to extend to

Mr. Dante Caputo of Argentina our warmest congratulations on his election to the
presidency of the forty~-third session of the General Assembly and our best wishes
for success in fulfilling his task. Confident of his able leadership, we assure
him of our readiness to co-operate with him in the successful accompl ishment of the
work of the session.

I should also like to avail myself of this opportunity to extend our thanks
and appteciat;ion to his predecessor, Mr. Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the German Democratic Republic, for his dedicated efforts, wisdom and
skill in guiding the proceedings of the last session.

Permit me alsoc to express our deepest gratitude to
Mr. Javier Perez ge Cuellar, the Secretary-General, for his persistent endeavours
firmly to entrench the cbjectives and pPrinciples of our Organization angd enhance
its role in achieving peace and oﬁ-opet:ation among nations, for the well-being of
all peoples of the world. The awarding of the Mobel Peace Prize to the United
Nations peace-keeping forces is perhaps a moét eloguent testimony and convirlcing
prcof of the importance of the role played by the United Nations and its
Secretary-General in the maintenance of ‘peace and security in the world.

The year 1988 is reminiscent of a time when the United Nations, »through its
effective contributions to the resolution of conflicts between St:ates. the -
maintence of international peace and Security and interaction with the policies of
the vatious.Powers that in,fluenced international relations; was able to play a
vital role in world events as a principal party in the new world ordet that emerged

as a result of the realities of the period following the Second WOtld Wat. It
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seems the international community once again feels the pressing need for the United
N ..«71s as a mechanism for finding just solutions to international issues within
the framework of the principles enshrined in its Charter and believes it has
revitalized the role of coliective diplomacy in dealing with outstanding regional
 conflicts and solving the worsening economic and social problems of the world.

Thus the Uniteq Nations has proved that inter national oco-operation has become
an urgent necessity at thig time in the history of our contemporary world. The
fact that most parties to regional conflicts are today resorting to negotiations
through the United Nations is in itself the best indication of the trust States
place in the Organization and the role it can play to achieve harmony and
understanding among the peoples of the world. It is from this perspective that we
call for concerted efforts to promote the effectiveness of the world Organization
and strengthen its capabilities in facing the challenges that threaten peace and
‘security and hincer programmes of economic and social development.

Resort to the Security Council and the General Assembly as effective organs
capable of finding acceptable formulas to solve international disputes, and create
favourable conditions for ending them, is a matter that demands our support and
backing. Another cause for optimism in this comnection is the budding pesitive
relations between the five permanent members of the Security Council, the effects
of which have been noticeably reflected in the collectivé decision-mak ing process
with regard to c_ettain issues affecting world peace. It is to be hoped that this
spirit will continue to prevail and that the fcundations of under standing and
accord among those menmbers of the Security Council will become firmer and encompass

all chronic issues. We further trust that this development will mark the
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- dawning of a new era in which the spirit of the Charter will guide the rebuilding
of bridses of trust ané co-operation between all Members of the Crganizaticen.
The events that have occurred on the international scene since the last
session carry the Seeds of a new era in international politics, and a growing trend
towards finding peaceful solutions to many of the important intemat:ionkal and
regional issues and probléms in varicus parts of the world, such as the Iran~Irag
war, the questions of Afghanistan, Cyprus, Namibia, Kampuchea and Western Sahara,
and the problems of Central America. However, despite such détente, other problems
and issues still remain outstanding on our agenda, foremost among them the questicn
of Palestine and the situations in the Middle East and southern Africa, which all
call for efforts by the international commmity to create the ri ht climate for the

attainment of just ang lasting solutions to thoge important and decisive issues.
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The recent Moscow summit meeting of the two super-Powers was a historic event,
an event of great importance that added a new dimension to international relations
and has had a positive effect on several complex regional issues and crises.
Furthermore, the.great Pewers aré'ﬁo& more convinced than ever before of the
necessity of finding common ground for peaceful coexistence and co-operation among
nations. The frequent meetings between the leaders of the two super-Powers, their
agreement to solve the question of Afghanistan and their ratification of the Treaty
on the Elimination of Intermediate~Range and Shor ter-Range Missiles - INF Treaty =
are a clear indicatiocn of the vital change of course so conducive to reconciling
conflicting interests, overcoming ideological differences and reducing the
possibilities of the confrontation that was the salient feature of relations
between the bigger_Powers during the previous period. For our part, we welcome
with great satisfaction this important change in relations between the two
‘super-Powers. We hope that their rapprochement will be used in the interest of
settling fundamental international issues, so as to move from a stage of tension
and suspicion to one of tranquillity and openness.

Bahrain welcomed the start of direct negotiations between Iraq and Iran under
the auspices of the Secretary-General of the ﬁnited Nations. It hopes that the two
will be able to work out a comprehensive settlement of their armed conflict and
establish comprehensive, lasting peace in the region, in strict accordance with the
provisions of Security Council résolution 598 "°87), which provides the just and
honourable formula for ending that bloody war, which has been haemorraghing for
eight years now.

It should be noted, in this connection, that tche Co-operation Council of Arab
Gulf States adopted from the earliest days following the outbreak of that war a

.clear policy that was reflected in the decisions of the consecutive summit meetings
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of its member States and reaffirmed at their eighth summit meeting, in Riyadh, in
December 1987. 1In this connection, the Council hag expanded considerable efforts
tc contain that destructive war and to restore peace to the region.

Iran's decision to accept the Security Council resolution, which our brother
. Iraq had already accepted upon its adoption by the Councili, and Iran's agreement to
the cease-fire and the commencement of discussions at Geneva constitute an
important step towards pPeace. It is our hope that Iraq and Iran will be able to
overcome their difficulties, overcome the psychological effects of the war and
re-establish normal relations, within the framework of the principles of
qood-neighboutliness, mutual respect and non-inter ference in each other's internal
affairs, to be able to devote all their efforts to the reconstruction made
necessary by the devastation of the war, provide for the safety and peace of mind
of their two peoples and restore securitv and stability in the Gulf region.

The negotiations between Iraq and Iran are now in a delicate phase, which
calls for the utmost prudence and self-restraint, and the avqidance of any action
that might hinder the peace process. We therefore call upon all nations of the
world to shoulder their responsibility to help both countries overcome this
difficult phase, and to exert greater efforts aimed at seéuring the success of
these negotiaticns and the full impiementation of the provisions of the Security
Council resolution, so that a new era can begin when guns fall silent and peace
prevails.

In this respect, I cannot but nﬁte the strenuous efforts of the
Secretary«General of the Uni ted Nationa, so desetving of all our praise and
appreciation, aimed at secur ing the implementation of Security Council 598 {1987),

vhose objective is the end of one of the longest and fiercest wars of our times.
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The role of the United Nations and the Secretary-General will remain central to the
Process of restoring peace to this vital region of the worild.

The question of Palestine, though marked‘by ﬁore than 40 years of the
conspicuous failure of right in the face of might, tépresentS'a major historic
tragedy of an exceptional kind, as the international conflict fraught with the most
danger for the pPeace and security of the world.

International interest in this issue, ever since the adoption by the General
Assembly in 1947 of resolution 181 (II) on the partition of Palestine, has been
ebbing and flowing with the changing tide of international events and
developments. It was not until December of last year that the question of
Palestine beéan to experience a major change of course and to acquire a new measure
of interest by the wo;ld public. This brought it once again to the forefront of
the issues on the agenda of the United Nations. This was the result of the
all—encompaséing public uprising in the occupied territories, the intifadah,>which
has become the major feature Oof the life-style of the Palestinian people in their
steadfast resistance to the Israeli occupation, which has now continued for more
than 21 years.

The intifadah is a historic event replete with examples and lessons. It is
the genuine human expressicn of man’s rejection of occupation and oppression. The
Zionist entity, falling victim to its own illusions, convinced itself that the
Palestinian people had fully absorbed the meaning of Israeli supremac§ in terms of
physical power, and forgot, or chose to ignore, that scurces of moral power have a
massive momentum in the lives of peoples, Israel has tried to no avail, to contain
the Palestinian uprising by resorting to the most brutal methods, such as burying
people aliﬁé, breaking bones and limbs, shooting at unarmed women and children,

burning crops and Plantations, expulsions, and the assassination of ?alestinian‘
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leaders, a recent victim of which was the well-known freedom-fighter |
Khalil al-wazeer.

Despite the escalating brutality of the Israeli acts of suppression aimed at
quelling the Palestinian uprising, a number of basic facts remain unchanged and
unobscured and Israel can nc longer disregard or deny them.

First, the Palestinian struggle has acquired a new dimension since the
inhabitants of the occupied territories developed their uprising from spontaneity
to calculated confrontation and conscious initiative.

Secondly, the Palestinian people, through their steadfastness and persistence
in their hercic uprising, decided definitively any question of coexistence in the
conditions of occupation. It has become impossible. to continue to disregard their
inherent right to self-determination. | ‘

Thirdly, the policies of settlement and annexation, tesultinq in permanent
tensions and flagrant violations of the United Nations resolutions and
international law, have met with complete failure. v:

Fourthly, the cause of the Palestinian people is gaining nore'suppoftvénd
greater solidarity day by day from peaoe-loving peoples and countries throughout .
the world, thus increasing Israel‘’s international isolation. ' | '

In view of these basic and established facte, and in the light of recent
events following.the decision by our brother Jordan to sever its legal and
administrative ties with the West Bank, it‘ie'now more than -ever beﬁore incﬁmbent
upcn the United Nations, to shoulder its historic responsibility regarding the
Palestinian people and make the necessary azrangements to put into action the
mechanism for a solution by covening the International Peace-COnfetence on the
Middle East, vested with full povwers and backed by intetnational guarantees, Ini

that conference the Palestine Liberation Organization will participate on an equal
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footing with the other parties to the dispute and the five peru;anent-. merbers of the
Security Council will also take part, with a view %o guaranteeing a just anad
comprehensive settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict, securing Israel's complete
withdrawal from all Arab territories occupied in 1967, particularly Jerusalem, and
enabling the Palestinian people to exercise t:h:g legitimate and inalienable
rights, including their right to return-and their right to self-determinaticn and
to establish their own independent State on their national soil.

Not content with carrying out its expansionist designs against the territory
of Palestine, Israel has continued its assaults on and acts of aggression against
other Arab States. Thus, it declared its annexation of the Syrian Golan >in 1981,

it attacked the Iraqi nuclear installation that same Year, and it bombarded the

headquarters of the Palestine Liberation Organization in Tunis in 1985,
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Furthermore, the misfortune that had beset fraternal Lebanon and left it with
a legacy of disasters from which it continues to suffer would not have wor sened had
it x!ot been for Israel's continuing aggression. Israel's recurrent attacks and
violations of the territorial integrity and political independence of Arab States
constitute flagrant breaches of the Charter and United Nations resolutions. That
ser jous situation underlines the need for a just peace and for stability in the
Middle East region, both of which can be achieved only if the international
community, represented by the United Naticns, moves to exert pressure on Israel to
force it to comply with interrational principles and instruments.

Bahrain welcomes the responsible position taken by sisterly Moroocco reflected
in its wise and far-gighted decision regarding settlement of the dispute in Western
Sahara by peaceful means, in accordance with Security Council
resolution 621 (1988). It is our hope that the endeavours of the Secretary-General
in that respect will meet with success,

The sorry state of the Afghan people, which has lasted for more than eight
years, is now approaching its end as a result of the Geneva Agreements of
14 April 1988 relating to the political settlement of the various aspects of the
question of Afghanistan. In our view, tﬁat development is a practical translation
of the relevant United Nations resolutions calling for restoration of Afghanistan's
sovereignty ang territorial integrity and merks an important step towards enabling
the Afghan people to exercise their right to choose their own political and social
system without foreign interference and to create conditions favourable to the
return of the Afghan refugees to their homeland in dignity and safety.

We are hopeful - i.ndee'd, we are optimistic ~ that the Ceneva Agreements will
create a positive precedent for solving other regional conflicts such as those in

Kampuchea, Cyprus and elsewhere.
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With regard to the Korean question, we trust that the conéensus reached on
inscribing it on the‘agenda of this session of the General Assembly will be another
serious step towards the resumption of negotiations between the two sides, with a
view to achieving the reunification of the Forean peninsula and realizing the
desire of the Korean people for restoration of their natiocnal unity.

The situation in southern Africa is continuing to deteriorate, and this in
turn affects peace and sécurity in that impottané pact of the African continent.
That deterioration is reflected in its ugliest forms in the violence, terrorism and
oppression of every kind being perpetrated by the Pretoria racist régime against
the black majority in contempt of the principles of international law and the
Charter of the United Nations.

The worsening conditions in South Africa confirm our deep conviction that
attempting to reform the apartheid régime is futile: it must be
dismantled - indeed, eradicated - and replaced by a democratic system based on
justice, equality and respect for human rights, as called for by the United Nations
in its numerous resolutions. In our view, that can be achieved only through
concerted international efforts to isolate that régime ang impose comprehensive
mandatory sanctions against it in accordance with the provisions of the United
Nations Charter.

A harbinger of Namibian independence appears on the horizon this year thanks
to the talks that have taken plaée between Angola, Cuba, South Africa and the
United States of America. It i3 cause for optimism that the United Nations plan
for the independence of Nauibia, which represents the common aspiration of the
international comuunity on this tenth anniversary of the adoption of Security
Council resolution 435 (1978) , will be implemented.

- The ctiais‘ that continues to beset the international economic order is still

having an adverse effect on the economies of the developing_ countries.
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Regrettably, the favourable climate in internationai relations that has prevailed
this year has not been matched by any perceptible progress in economic co-operation
at the international level. It is self-evident that the lack of economic stability
in most ueveloping countries was due to the imbalances in the world economy that
resultad from increased protectionist measures, the lack of equilibrium in the
balance of world trada, -the foreign-debt crisis, the fluctuations in the rates of
exchange, unfair trade practices, the instebility of the prices of commod@ities and
raw materials, the plummeting oil Prices, and deteriorating terms of trade.

The debt crisis of the developing countries is the major item on the agenda of
many international conferences. The question how to resolve that crisis has become
the subject of continued study and research in various international organs,
agencies and forums. While we welcome the satisfactory results achieved at the
Toronto summit meeting of the major industrial States with regard to settling the
debts of the least-developed countries, we feel that the time has come for
advancing from the phase of partial soluticns to the adoption of an integrated
global strategy for solving the crisis. 1In this context we emphasize the
importance of financial-assistance flows from multilateral development institutions
and developed countries to the developing countries on concessional terms énd under
reasonable conditions. This would enable them to implement their development plans
and to achieve economic recovery and prosperity for their peoples.

In today's world of interrelated interests the United Nations has become an
indispensable need, since it is the only international machinery capable of solving
complex problems and settling international disput: <. Despite the crises it has
encountered since its inception and the shoztcomings that have marred its
experience during the past 43 years, the United Nations remains a unique and
pPioneer ing exper ience in international relations; it remains a permanent body for

collective diplomacy through which the peace and gsecurity of the world can be
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malntained and solutions can be found for the political, economic and social
international problems and issues that States, at various levels, capabilltles and
capacities, are no longer able to solve unilateralily.

Therefore we must work shoulder to shoulder, Governments and peoples together, .
in order to strengthen and uphold this important international institution as an
imperative necessitated by the living conditions of the modern international
community in order to enable the United Nations to be more capable of meeting the
requirements of the future and of building a better world for coming generations,
especially as we stand at the threshold of the twenty-first century, with its
promise of immense scientific Progress and advanced technologies in all fields.

Issues of disarmament and arms control occupy & prominent position on thé list
of the international community's concerns. One can only hope that concrete
.aqhﬁévgments at the international level wili be an incentive for all to join in the
' éfforts being exerted in that field.

Consistent with the principle of the maintenanbe of international peace and
security enshrined in the Charter, and with our conviction that it is imperative to
Create a less-heavily armed and more Secure world, I take pleasure in announcing
from this rostrum today that the Government of thé State of Bahrain has decided to
accede to the 1968 Treaty on  the Noanroliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the 1925
Protocol for the Prchibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other
Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare and to the 1972 Convention 6n the
Pronibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacte?iological
-(Biological) and Toxin Weapons and their Degtruction. Ever since it achieved its
independence Bahrain has called upcn ail nations of the world to pursue balanéed
policies in their relatiocns with one another, tc resort to dialogue for settling
disputes through the diplomacy of understanding and the reﬁunciaiion of the use of

force in order to promote the principles of peace based on justice.
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Peace is the Strategic front-line of Bahrain's foreign policy. It is also the
true key to realizing national aspirations and objectives in conditions of
stability and development. The pPeace in which Bahrain believes is equitable peace

foster ing relations of friendship and under standing among the world's States and

‘ . peoples, based on gocd—-nei ghbourliness, non-interference in the internal affairs of

" others, equal sovereignty and rights, and respect for the rules of international

law. This has been enunciated clearly by His Highness
Sheikh Isa Bin Salman Al~Khalifa, Amir of the State of Bahrain:
‘“"The State of Bahrain bases its relations with other States in the world
- on equality and mutdal respect. Proceeding from our firm belief that peace

‘and secur:.t:y are the foundat:.ons on which mankind builds its progress, we

shall always endeavour to strengthen them and respond sincerely to anyone who

suppor ts 1nternat10na1 legall.ty and aims to strengthen the underpinnings of
truth, justice ang peace in the world.

In confm:mxty mth that flrm, clear line_for Bahrain's foreign poliey, the
State of Bahrain expresses once again_its readiness to co-operate with the other
countries of the world to achieve the lofty goais of the United Nations, and it
stresses its comnitment to the dlplomacy cf peace in line with the princ:.ples
enshrined in the Charter of our Organization.

Mr., MLADENOV (Bulgar ia) (mterpretat:.on frcm Russian): I should like to
congratulate Ambassadcr Dante Caputo of Argentina on his election to the pre31dency
of the General Assembly. I am convinced that under his guidance, the As.aembly will
achieve results that will further enhance the authonty of the Unlted MNations.,

I wish also to acknowledge the outstandmg presidency of hIS predecessor,

Comrade Peter Florin. .
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Each session of the General Assembly begins with a review of the international
situation. At the forty-third session too we have hearq every speaker pose the
same questions in different ways, namely: What is happening in the world? Are we
capable of staving off the nuclear threat and putting an end to conflict? Are wé
Securely embarked on the course of strengthening peace and security?

Although it would be hard to provide a simple answer to those questions, the
facts show that there has indeed been progress. The world is changing for the
better. We can see the emergence of a qualitatively new situation that does not
conform to the usual stereotypes of .the balance of power, two camps, the class
struggle or other concepts based on strength. What has changed? For the first
time in history, we have begun to see thatv markind is a single vhole united by its
common efforts to survive and continue to dev-elop. tc;wérds progress and civilization.

Some examples of the changes taking place in the world are the move in
Soviet-United Stateé relatiens from confrontation to dialogue, the greater positive
contribution made in world affairs by the Non-Aligned Movement, and the active
impact of public opinion on international policy.

These trends are no mere accident. They result from the general course of
world events. The deepening of mankind's seif-awareness has coincided with the
processes of restructuring and renewal taking place in socialist countries. The
technological and scientific revolution, the increasing importance of moral and
democratic factors in public life, and an overall improvement in the political
education of pPeoples have helped bring about a reassessment of the problems of
human ccexistence. ‘

_ The pPhilosophy of a new political thinking has thus arisen. At its core lies
the primecy of universal human values over bloc and ideological considerations.

That philcsophy has inspired a new diplomacy in search of sensible and mutually
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acceptable solutions to internatiénal problems. A broad consensus is developing on
the need for a comprehensive approach to security issues, taking into account both
the military-political and the econonic, humanitarian, ecological and other factors.

In his address to the eightieth conférence of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,
which ended three weeks ago in Sofia, the General Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party and President of the State Council of
the People 's Republic of Bulgaria, Comrade Todor Zhivkov, stated that

"The new realities require new political action on the part of the

People. The threat of ecological catastrophe, economic underdevelopment,

widespread disease, the terrible infant-mortality rate and growing illiteracy

are glcbal problems that can be resolved only through the common efforts of
mankind, with a therough restructur ing of international relations on the basis
of a balance of interests.”

The international cémnunity's desire to break the vicious circle of military
rivalry and confrontation and to guarantee éecutity by political means through
consolidating the primacy of international law is increasingly reflected in a new
understanding of the international role of the United Nations.

Bulgaria has always attached great importance to strengthening the role and
effectiveness of the United Nations. Mmg with other countries, Bulgaria believes
the Organization should become a genuine, effective instrument for maintaining
international peace and security, developing international co-operation and
settling conflicts and crises. We support proposals made here that the working
me thods and approach of the General Assenbly and the Security. Counicil be updated to
make better use of the Organization's ;é;ace-keeping potential. Bulgaria will

continue to contribute to the noble, all-embracing work of the United MNations.
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I take particular note today of the Organization's contribution to the
Settlement of a number of international disputes, and in particular of the
important role played by the esteemed Sscretary-General,

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar.

It is a fact that positive developments can be seen throughout the entire
Spectrum of world problems, regional disputes and sources of tension. Slowly and
Somewhat hesitantly for the present, a situation ig emerging which favours the
collective search for solutious. It would be wrong to draw general conclusions for
the entire world, but there appears to be a clear desire to fing naticnal :-;md

regional agreement with the assistance of the international community. -
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The Geneva Agreements on Afghanistan were a milestone in the struggle to
improve the international climate. Unswerving compliance with them is the only
guarantee of restoring peace in that country and the region. We support the
efforts of the Government of the Republic of Afghanistan to overcome that crisis by
democratic means.

We were very pieased to hear of the cessation of hostilities between Iran and
Irag. As a State that took part in the drafting and adoption of Security Council
resolution 598 (1987), we support the peace process and the mediation work done by
the ﬂ\ited. Kations.

- In the Middle East, the essence of the problem there has not yet been
resolved. The struggle of the Palestinian people for its freedom and
self-determination continues. A positive factor is the almost complete agreement
on the need to convene an international conference on the matter. We believe that
it should be held on the basis of existing United Nations resolutions with the
participation of all interested parties, including the five permanent members of
the Security Council and the Palestine Liberation Organization, the sole, authentic
representative of the Palestine Arabs.

Multilateral dialogue is tak ing place on questions relating to southern
Africs. We hope that the decisions of the Organization will finally be impiemented
and that Angola and other States of the region will attain peace, so long awaiteds
that Namibia will attain its independence; and that the apartheid system will be
abolished.

Bulgaria sees great potential in the policy of national reconcil iation
proclaimed by Rampuchea, We are glad to see that prospects are being opened up

through the efforts of Viet Nam and other peace~loving States,
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We welcome the policy of the People 's Democratic Republic of Korea to bring
about the peaceful democratic unification of the country, to demilitarize the
peninsula and to turn it intoc a r;uclear—free zone.

We support the consistent efforts of Nicaragua and other Latin Amer ican
countries to provide a peaceful solution to the problems of the regicn through
dialogue and strict compliance with the principles of the Charter.

e have been following very closely the develcpment of the Cyprus problen.
Certain progress is evident in the island, and we hope that, through political
means and with United Mations assistance, the source of tension will finally be
defused.

Naturally it is impossible o achieve complete harmony between opposing forces
and parties, but opponents must re-think contradictions from the standpoint of
greater realism. They must agree to sensible oonprémises, from which all sides
stand to gain. Accordingly, we believe that participants in conflicts should more
carefully heed the collective wisdom of the world community. It alone-has the
moral right to judge the norms and rules of international coexistence. 1In all
cages, an abiding condition of the Peace process is recognition of every people's
right to freedom of choice, without which it is impossible to resolve a conflict or
achieve just and lasting peace.

Buigaria is located in the Balkans, a region with a difficult and complex
history. That is why we are sincetély delighted at the steps towards détente and
co-operation taken by Balkan States. They are in keeping with the spirit of the
time and the aspirations of the Balkan peoples.

The enexgence of new thinking in the Balkans was expressed with increasing
clarity at the Belgrade meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Balkan

5 countriea, which was held in a constructive and businesslike atmosphere. All of us
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who participated in that meeting sought to find a common language 2nd stressed
common interecsts, not confrontation or grievances. We commend the holding of that
forum and the Balkan process it started.

The Balkans are a priority in Bulgaria's foreign pclicy. In 1981 we started
weorking out, and we are now implementing, a set of measures and initiatives to
strengthen good-neighbourliness and improve the overall atmosphere in the region.
Despite any vicissitudes of fate, the constant goal of our policy has always been,
and will continue to be, co-operation, peace and security in the Balkans.

Basing ourselves on that goal, we will continue to work together with all
Balkan States on a very broad, equztable footing. Our guiding light will be the
legitimate interests of States, historical realities and the peace imperatives of
our time. We believe that the key link in the joint efforts to promote peace could
be to turn the peninsula into a zone free from weapons of mass Qestruction, which
would certainly help to reduce confrontation, mistrust and hostility in the broader
geostrategic context as well.

I note with satisfaction that our discussion of urgent issues relating to
disarmament today is reflecting the impact of new political thinking. The image of
"the enemy" preparing for a nuclear strike or an attack using conventional weapons
is gradually being replacéd by the image of a normal person sincerely concerned
about his or her secﬁrity. Increasingly, there is a desire to understand one's
partner, his way of thinking, his concerns. Without a doubt, not all remnants of
the past have been removed, and not all stereotypes have been overcome, but ridding
dialogue of futile rhetoric and propagandistic clichés, which has started to

happen, is a major prerequisite for the strengthening of mutual under standing.
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Today, the most important task is the conclusion of an agreement between the
Soviet Union and the United States on the reduction by 50 per cent of strategic
offensive weapons, This should become a milestone in the achieving of strategic
stability as we move towarés the twenty-first century, and towards the compl ete
elimination of nuclear arsenals.

Pregress is being made on the halting of nuclear tests. A complete ban on
chemical weapons will become a reality in the near future. I:;should like to recall
that although the Soviet-United States talks provide the main .impetus in the
disarmament process, the process should become mu'ltilatet‘al. No one can escapef

fesponsibility in this regard.
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We believe that lowering the level of military confrontation between the
Warsaw Treaty and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), which started with
the Treaty on the E.limir;ation of Intermediate-Range and Shor ter-Range Missiles,
will be continued as a result of negotiations to reduce armed forces and
conventional armaments in Europe. The July 1988 statement of the Political
Consultative Committee of the Warsaw Treaty set the goal of these negotiations as
effecting radical reductions in the military potential of the two alliances,
achieving a situation on the continent whereby they would have at their disposal
the forces and facilities adequate for their defence but insufficient to conduct
Surprise attacks or to carry out offensive operations. Such reductions should be
>accompanied by a corresponding reduction in military expenditures. The functions
and tasks of these forces should be determined by non-aggressive, defensive |
military doctrines, the core of which is the principle of reasonable sufficiency.

At the same time, it is clear even to the uninitiated that progress in
disarmament in certain areas has been accompanied by a specific shifting of
_Lesources to other areas. Naval armaments are still immune to disarmament
efforts. The situation urgently requires the adoption of political decisions to
reduce naval forces, bearing in mind mutual interests. For several - -years now,
Bulgaria has been calling for the adoption of such a decision apd working to that
end, As é lfirst step, we think it wbuld be a godd idea to discﬁss and adopt
confidence-building measures on the seas and oceans and on maritime rocutes.

The problems of ver ification, openness and predictability in the military
sphere are acquiring growing significance. A United Nations compr ehens ive
mach inery for vetification. - as suggested by a number of countries, including
Bulgaria - would make it possible to exércise proper control not only over arms

reductions but also over regional conflicts so that they coulu be prevented.
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Outerfspacef like Earth, should be free of weapons. Broad internatiocnal
co'-operatio;": in the peaceful uses of outer space rather than space-based weapons
'woﬁld help us ir}’pujgg’in'g' «é&fidence and eliminating the threat of nuclear
fcétastrophe. |

Aﬁnajor aspect of the disarmament problem is that it is intrinsically linked
with development issues. Reducing military potential would allow the mobilization
of the necessary resources to ovezcome underdevelopment and promote social and
economic progress.

The growing awareness of global interdependence, positive trends in various
parté of the world and the normalization of East-West relations have given us
grounds to hope for positive changes in international economic relations. The time
has come to restructure these relations on a just and democratic basis. The
economic situation of the developing countries, and in particular their heavy
foreign debt burden, is a serious problem for the entire international commgnit)}a
A just solution of that problem will require the concerted efforts of the wozld
community, bearing in mind the interests of and prevailing conditions in the debtor
countr ies and the rbasic goals of their socio-economic development. The United
Nations can and should make a contribution to resolving this issue.

The establishmen-t; of official relations between the Council for Mitual '
Economic Assistance 'and the European Economic Community was a major positive
event. The development of relations between‘ these two organizations on a mutually
advantageous basis 9111 significantly promote peaceful coexistence vin Europe and

throughout the world. Bulgaria will make its contr ibution towards developing that

co-operation for the security and prosperity of all peoples.
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The common interests of all States and peoples are clearly reflected in the
problem of the protection of the environment. Economic activity carried out
without due attention being paid to ecological factors is destroying nature, just
as the arms race and military conflicts destroy nature. The world is being
suffocated by chemicals, the soil is deteriorating, the climate is changing and the
. flora and fauna are disappearing. A collective effort by all oou?tries and peoples
is required. The effective guaranteeing of international ecological security
should become a primary goal in the work of the United Nations, which has already
done much to protect vthe environment. A concrete contribution in this respect has
been made by the report of the Brundtland Commission. The ideas it contains are of
fundaméntal importance in protecting nature and man's environment.

In keeping with its position of principle, Bulgaria supports the wor king out
:of broad measures to conserve nature at both regional and subregional levels. We

“have proigosed the conclusion of a treaty for the ecological protection of the
' Balkan péixinsula. We have also suggested the holding in $ofia of an ecological
forum within the framework of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in

Europe. Active work is going on in Bulgaria on a broad set of practical measures

in this area.
The current issues of peace, security and co-operation are characteristically
intertwined in Europe. On the 0Old Continent, truly non-traditional and innovative

views are Struggling against the canons of out-dated thinking., Those who favour

the division of Europe into blocs are unrelenting. But at the same time the ncble o

idea of a common Buropean home is emerging, a concept reflecting the historie,
cultural, political and economic community of the countries of Europe, the United

States and Canada.
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The dogmas of the past are being slowly overcome. The Vienna ineeting of the
States of the Conference on Security and Co-operaticn in Burope will soon be
concluded. We hope that it will provide new dynamism to the process of equal and
nutvally advantageous dialogue in Europe.

The problems in international affairs and their interrelationship are being
discussed at a number of international forums. This is a new and hitherto untried
methodology, but it is in keeping with the spirit of our times. These discussions
are focusing increasingly on social and humanitarian problems.

Forty years agc the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Unjversal
Declaration of Human Rights. That was the first step towards the establishment of
today's solid legal basis for international co-operation on sccial and humanitarian
problems. At present practically no State is outside the world consensus in tiis
area. That’ i'sv quite natural, since the human person is a universal value, the
centr;-of evolution and the focal point of attention in domestic and foreign
policies. The creation of favourable conditions for a free, dignific . -..4 creatiye
life for the individual is not State charity but the State's main obligation, so as

to ensure that society and civilization in general wili flourish.
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Bulgaria welcomes the expanding role of the Uniéed Nations in the social and
humanitarian spheres. We will work for the democratization of international
relations and the establishment of moral guarantees of peace and security.

An eminent public figure and humanist, Aurelio Pecci, said that the current
stage of evolution requires that pPeople stop merely loocking into the future and
start building that future. For the sake of objectivity it must be noted that we
are just at the beginning of this great demilitarization and humanization of
international affairs. We realize that a lot remains to be changed in our selves,
too, in order to move towards an irreversibly non-viclent worlﬁ, to build a new
glabal international order under which every country, every people and every person
can feel confident about the future. There is no possible alternative.

Mr. AL-SHARA (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic): It

gives me great pleasure to congratulate Mr. Dante Caputo on his election to the
Presidency of the General Assembly at its forty-thir: session. His ocountry
Argentina and mine, Syria, both of which are menbers of the Mcvement of the
Non-Aligned Countries, have always maintained relations of friendship and
co-operation. We are confident that his political skill in guiding the
deliberations of the present session will ensure the success of our work.

It is also a pleasure to eXprees my appreciation of the outstanding success
achieved by his predecessor, Mr, Peter Florin, in guiding the work of the
forty-second session. To him and to his friendly country, the German Democratic
Republic, we offer our best wishes for unceasing progress and success.

The achievements of the Secretary-General and his assistants in reinforcing
the role of the United Nations merit our deep appreciation and gratitude. We have

especially high regard for the Secretary-General's personal initiatives and
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participation in efforts to tackle a number of difficult regicnal problems. This

year, the United Nations has bequn to take significant steps towards restoring its
international stature, which was greatly affected during the cold-war years. A new
and serious way of thinking has revitalized the role of the international
Organization in finding solutions for pressing world problems, foremost among which
are regional conflicts.*

There is no doubt that the Soviet-American dialogue has created an atmosphere
of détente in relations between East and West which has been reflected in one way
or another in dealing with regional oonflicts, which will make it easier to find
just solutions for many of them. The climate of détente has been most vividly
manifested in the cease-fire in the Irag-Iran war, the situations in Afghanistan,
South West Africa and South-East Asia, and the important meetings conducted or
supervised by the Secretary-General of the parties directly involved in the
problems of Cyprus and Western Sahara.

However, we must reiterate in this important international forum that the
Arab-Israeli conflict continues to escalate, unaffected by the atmosphere of
internaticnal détente, despite all the international efforts made lately by both
East and West to arrive at a just and comprehensive gettlement. There is not even
2 sign on the horizon that would indicate that the success of such efforts hinges
on the results of the forthcoming Israeli or American elections. The conditions
for a solution set out in the platforms of the two main rival political parties in

Israel would not bring about peace in the Middle East. As for the United States of

*Mr. Mortensen (Denmark), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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America, peace in the Middle East is not even on the agenda of either of the two
candidates competing for the Presidency. Furthermore, if it were to be included it
would be simply a matter of a race to win Israel's favour and stress the special
relationship; it would have nothing to do with the way to achieve just and
comprehensive world peace according to a clear and independent American perspective.

It has now become more clear than ever before that the special
Israeli-american relationship, as it stands, does not serve the cause of peace;
instead, it has become an additional obstacle to the attainment of a compréhensive,
just settlement in the Middle East. It is indeed regrettable that these special
relations, with their dimension within the fabric of the American society, should
be harnessed to increase tension in the area, destabilize it and deprive its
Peoples of the just peace that they aspire to achieve.

We cannot now rule out the possible collapse of the convictions of those who
have always pledged themselves to employ the special Israel i-American relationship
to make peace, achieve Israelij withdrawal from the occupied Arab territories, and
restore the nati.‘onal rights of the Palestinian people. Rather, it has‘ become clear
to them that such special relations provide Israel with sufficient influence on
Amer ican policy to kéep the Arab~Israeli conflict outside the atmosphere of
international détente - an atmosphere that is not in tune with Israel's

expansionist policy.:
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On the other hand, the United Nations, which adnpted a resolution establishing

Israel; has so far failed to make Israel take one of the political options provided
for in the Charter: either to implement United Nations resolutions relevant to the
Palestinian question and the Arab-Israeli conflict, or to face comprehensive
mandatory sanctions under Chapter VII of the Charter.

That reference to the lack of ability of the United Nations in this field is
not meant to minimize the complications surrounding the adoption of Security
Council resolutions, nor does it signify lack of awa;'eness of the big hurdles which
stand in the way of implementing those resolutions once they have been adopted.
What we want to highlight here is that the non-implementation of the political
options provided for in the Charter has made the Israelis feel that they have an
international mandate, besides the biblical cne which they claim for themselves, to
resort to military means to carry out their expansionist plans wherever and
whenever they can,

Since the early days o° the Arab-Israeli conflict myths have been confused
with truths and legends with facts. The rulers of Israel have been intent on
magnifying their legends at the expense of the land and the righi:s pf the
Palestinian people., They have gone so far in their racistfpra;:ticeé aga st Arab
citizens as to be no lor)gét willing to acknwledge the right;.s of tﬁe 'Palestinian
people to théir own land and home country, deluding themselves that Israel's
_mvillitary and ted’molo:q'i'éal- superiority will go on for ever, and that Israel will
always be able to impose wha-t it wants, a;ny time, anywhete..'.

Israel still c'u;cupies the West Bank, the 'Gaza Strbip, t-hie Syrian Golan and
--parts of Lebanm,riau.t;. this occupation is no longer an easy task for Israel, nor

should Israel take it for granted. In scuthern Lebanon the lLebanese resistance is
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| still making sacrifices. vYet it is costing Israel considerable losses and it will
continue its struggle until the liberation of the last inch of the Lebanese
territory. In the Golan the Syrian Arab citizens are continuing_ their absolute
rejection of Israeli identity cards and are clinging tenaciously to‘ their Syrian
identity. In the West Bank and Gaza Strip the Palestinian uprising is still
bravely facing the Israeli occupying soldiers for the tenth coneemeive month,
despite all the barbaric practices perpetrated by those forces. The spirit of the
uprising has pervaded Israel itself, where the Palestinians, who number about three
quarters of a million, have started to revive their arab identity, their attachment
to their ocountry, Palestine, and to express in cne way or another their solidarity
with their brothers in the other Arab occupied territ.:oties.‘

The picture is grim in Israel, and for the future of Israel. lsrael-*. *3
technological and military superiority can do very little to change that yuchure.

The Syrian Arab Republic continues to calj for the convening of the '
International Peace Cmfetence on the Middle East, under the auspices of the United
Nations, and with participation of all the parties mvolved in the conflict,
including the Palestine Liberation Organization. and the five permanent members of
" the Security Council. Such a conference should be given the full and effective
capacity to achieve a just and compr ehens ive peace in the Middle East, based on the
Principles of the Charter and United Nations resolutions relevant to the
Arab-Israeli conflict and the'éalestinian question, and on complete Israeli
withdrawal from the occu_pied Arab, territories, including Jerusalem, and the
safeguarding of ‘the national rights of the Palestinian people, including their
inalienable right to return, t-.heir right to self-detetmination and the cight to

establish their own independent State on their national territory.
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Recent developments in Lebanon have taken that brother country once again into

a8 dark tunnel, although hopes had been entertained for the emergence of a new era
of national reconciliation, constitutional reforms and the election of a new
president. Those who undermined the presidential elections during the prescribed
constitutional period by blackmail, political manoeuvring, and threats and by
Preventing deputies from reaching the parliament building should be held
responsible before the Lebanese people. Lebanon°‘s mity, its Arab identity and its
independence should never be the subject of blackmail or bargaining.

The historical ties between Lebanon and Syria, their common destiny, their
mutual interests and their interdependent security are deeply rooted in the pecple
of both countries and not just in their Governments. It is self-evident that those
historical ties, and nothing else, dictated for Syria all the great sacrifices it
was prepared to make and the heavy burden it shouldered in asgisting all the
Lebanese people. Had Syria been otherwise motivated, the map ané the realities on
the ground would have changed since the first days of the Syrian forces' entry into
Lebanon,

We should like to emphasize, in this international body, that there is no
alternative to national reconciliation in Lebanon. The attempts to partition
Lebanon and all the other Israeli schemes which Syria has been able to foil during
recent years should not be allowed to succeed. Alil the sacrifices and efforts made
by Syria for many years to help Lebanon should not be unavailing just because a
small minority of the Lebanese decided to ignore the true interests of Lebanon and
attempted to impose their will on the absolute majority of the Lebanese people,

The national conference held in Lebanon last Thursday, in vhich most Lebanese

political personalities, Muslims and Christians, took part, reiterated its belief
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in the unity of Lebanon and its Arab identity and its total rejection of all
attempts at partition, and called for an end to the Isvaeli occupation. The
conference also stressed the duty of all Lebanese to work together to reconstruct
their country on the basis of equality and justice and to open a new page in its
history, a page of . .tional reconciliation. The conference calied upon the

Government of pr., Salim Al Hoss o continue to ensure the functioning of the

comtry's institutions, in the whole of Lebanon, and to take the necessary measures

to enable the presidential election to take place as scon as possible.

LTRAT -y
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Because of its strong historical ties with Lebanon and its deep awareness of
the grave dangers posed to the un.ity and role of Lebanon in particular and Arab
interests in general, Syria has been and will always be committed to offering all
possible holp to that brother country in order to overcome its current crisis, to
preserve the unity of its land and People and to maintain its security and
independence.

After the eight years of wide-scale killing and destruction betwsen two
neighbouring countries that for hundreds of years enjoyed historical and cultural
relations, the cease-fire between Iraq and Iran certainly is a positive step.
Syria condemned this unjustified war from its very outset and immediately welcomed
Iran's official acceptance of Security Council resoluticn 598 {1987). Syria is
well aware that that acceptance will have a positive effect on the tense gituation
in the Gulf region in particular and the Middle East in general. We wish the
Secretary-General success, and we express appreciation to him for the patience he
has shown in his efforts to achieve the goal, which are hampered by great
difficulties that should not be underestimated if the desired results are to be
attained.

International terrorism is a major source of tension in international
relations. The Syrian h}eb Republic participated actively in the drafting of
General Assembly resolution 42/159, which is regarded as a significant and advanced
step in the efforts to conbat international terrorism and eradicate its evils and
dangere and to distinguish between terrorism and the struggle -of peoples for
nationzl liberation. The importance of that resolution is evident from its
condemnatiﬁn of international terrorism and, at the same time, its emphagis orj the

legitimacy of the strugqgle of pecples that are under racist or colonial domiidatim '
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or foreign occupation for liberation, self-determination and independence. We
stress once again that the convéning of an international conference to define
terrorism and distinguish it from the struggle of peoplés for national liberation
will significantly contribute to combating international terrorism. Such a
conference would undermine the deliberate attempts being made to confuse terrorism,
whidi wevcondemn, with the struggle of peoples, which we suppor t.

General and complete disarmament should be given the first priority on the

agenda of the international community because this question is intrinsically linked

. with the continued existence of the human race and life on earth.

The Syrian Arab Republic welcomed the conclusion by the Soviet Unicn and the
United States of the Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and
Shor ter-Range Missiles in Europe. We urge both those countries to move quickly
towards the achievement of the goal of a 50 per cent reduction in strategic
offensive missiles, as a giant step on the path to the total liquidation of nuclear
arsenalls in the world. Despite the set-back constituted by the inability of the:

General Assembly’'s third special session devoﬁed to disarmament to achieve the

‘hoped-for results, efforts should continue to be made to convince the
[
/

/

nn'cleat-weapon States to muke a solemn declaration not to use or threaten to use

.their nuclear weapons against non-nuclear States.

The establishment of nuﬂlear-weapcn-free zZones in t.he world is an essential

prerequisite to effective implementation of the Treaty on the Non-Prolifetation of

Nuclear Weapons. The Syrian Arab Republic has fully supported the establishment of

o f

-+ sizch zones and has urged the pursuit of efforts to turn the Middle East and other

areas of the world into nuclear-weapon-free zones, as well ac the taking of

appropriate internaticnal measures for doing that. The nuclearization of Israel -
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certainly undermines all the efforté to ensure the establ_ishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East. That objective cannot be attained
unless Israel is compelled to submit to United MNations resolutions which demand
that it achere to the Non-Ptolifetatidn Treaty and place all its nuclear facilities
under the safequards of the International Atomic Energy Agency.

Still on the issue of nuclear armaments, Israel's release of a military
satellite would stimulate a new arms race in the region, which would expose it and
the world to further dangers.

The economic crises and social and political tensions witnessed in the world
during the past few years should lead the induserialized countries to acknowledge
that it is no lmg.e_;vpossible to maintain a one~way system of prosper ity and growth
at a time when the peoples of the world aspire to establish international economic
relations based on equal co-cperation, mutual trust and common interests. The
problems of the staggering, indeed astronomical, de!.)t. burden from which most
developing countries of the world are suffering, the increase in already high
interest rates, the decrease in the prices o‘fltcémmdities and the growing tendency
of the industrialized countries to practice protectionism cannot be solved without
the establishment of a just economic world order. The interdependence of
international economic relations, despite differences in éocial and economic
systems, requires‘that all countries co-cperate in attempting to solve these
international economic problems. There is no doubt that a ser icus resumption of
the North-South dialogue would greatly contribute to providing a better climate and

oonditions for accelerating the process of developmem;, to the benefit_of all

parties concerned.
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The important question of the protection of the ernvironment must be
addressed, The dumping of industrial ang toxic wastes in developing countries
poses the gravest dangers to their environment. The international concern over the
problems of the environment requires that the General Assembly make z joint effort
to protect the environment and mank ind from the dangerous consequences of these
toxic wastes, and that it take the necessary measures to prevent the dumping of
such wastes in developing countries.

The continued occupation of Namibia is an act of aggression against the
Namibian people, who are depr ived of their right to self-determination and
independence and are subjected daily to barbaric and oppressive practices. We
Support the efforts made by the Security Council and the Secrétary-General to
achieve the immediate implementation of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) . we
lend our support also ‘to the strugg_le of the Namibian people, under the leadership
Oof the South West Africa Peoplé's Organization (SWAPO), for liberation and

self-determination.
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The racist régime in Pretoria is still relentlessly committing barbaric crimes
agamst the black African majority and is continuing its policy of apartheid, which
has been judged by the international comn:aqnity to be a crime againsr. humanity. .
There is no doubt that the Pretoria re'gi:fte could not have persisted' in challenging x
the international will had it not been for the support. 1t receives from some \
Western countties and its oo-operation with Israel in many spheres, in particular
the military and the nuclear. We considet it the duty of the international
community to intensify its efforts to bring about the total eradication of
apar theid and the establ_ishment of a democratic society on the basis of equality
and justice in South Africa. The most effective means of eradicating apartheid
would be through the imposition of comprehensive and mandatory sanctions under
Chapter VII of the Charter.

As for the situation in Afghanistah, we say again that we weloome the Geneva
Ag.ecments reached in April 1988 and we stress the importance of implementing the
provisions of those Agreements and of refraining from inter fering in the internal
affairs of Afghanistan, of preserving its territorial integrity and non-aligned
status, and of achieving national reconciliation among its people,

The problem of Cyprus, a neighbouring country with which swia.has alweys
throughout history enjoyed friendly relations, still awaits a just solut1on. We'
hope that the ongoing contacts between the Greek and Turkish Cypriot communitxes :
will lead to a comprehensive settlement based on United Nations tesolutions.

We once again renew our support for the efforts being made by the Democratic
Republic of Korea to bring about the peaceful reunxfication of the K’otean peninsula
through negotiations and the withdrawal of foreign troops from South Korea. We °
also suppott its call to make the Korean peninsula a zone of peace, fzee,x’of'-nuc].eat

For S
" i

weapons and foreign military bases. a o
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In Central America, Nicaragua continues to be subjected to external pressures
and interference in its internal affairs. We welcome the efforts made by the
Central American States, the Contadora Group and the Support Group for the
establishment of a true and lasting peace in Central Amer ica that would ensure the
independence and sovereignty of all States in the area.

The optimism arising from the announcement of a new phase of détente and
co-operation in international relations after a period of tension and confrontation
is a natural expression of the aspirations of people to solve the intricate
problems from which they suffer and of an inclination towards a world in which
Peace and justice would prevail while injustice, oppression and aggression would
disappear. Fulfilment of those great aspirations is not easy to achieve, but they
are legitimate aspirations which could be satisfied if gocd intention and political
will were to prevail. We hope that action will be taken to translate them into a
tangible reality.

Mr. BEMANANJARA (Madagascar) (interpretation from French): The

Democratic Republic of Madagascar would like to express to Mr. Dante Caputo its
felicitations on his election to the presidency of this session. In him we
congratulate the representative of a country that has consistently proclaimed its
dedication to the principles of non-alignment. I am confident that once again he
will devote to the service of our Organization £he distinquished qualities which
have charactet ized his br illiant career.

fo Mr. Peter Florin, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of the German

Democratic Republic, we convey our thanks for the able way in which he guided our
work, and ve lay special emphasis on his perseverance, impartiality, detachment and

sense of political responsibility.
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We would say to the Seu:etaty-General that this year will have been for him
and his chief co-workers a challenging and exciting one. The Assem' y had given
him the task of disentangling the political, financial and administrative crisis of
our Organization. At the same time we expected him to pursue his missions of
. peace, mediation and conciliatic;n in Western Sahara, Central America, Western Asf:.
Afghanistan and Cyprus, among other places. We pay a tribute to his diplomatic
initiative, t e results of which speak for themselves, and for the efforts he has
constantly devoted to restoring to multilateralism and to our Organization the role
to which they are entitled.

During this decade two words, "global® and "interdependent®, have been spoken
so frequently that there hardly seems to be any need to define them any longer.
Development is global, as are peace and security, and the three words are
interdependent. The axiomatic character and the linear development of this
argument may seem troublesome, but no statement can escape that fact, and this
demcnstrates that despite our differences we are moving towards a universal way of
speaking,

I hope I shali be forgiven'for these haphazard reflections, but I have the
impression that we are chocsing the same topics, expressing the same ideas and
arriving at the same conclusions, although the words may change in connotation
depending on the ideology, the continent or the degree of economic development and
the social situation of the country in question. T take, for example, the question
of security, a qugstion th;t vworries us all and one on which we cannot afford to
have substantial ldifferences. But that is not so. The most idealistic among usv
still dream of a system of ccllective aecuriﬁy as provided by the Charter while at
the same time we realize_t-:hat this structure rests on the will of the great Powers

and on their ability to, go beyond the constraints of national interests and ’their
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willingness to accept an end to the status gquo that has paralysed us for two

generations.

Occasionally it happens that we support initiatives regarding the
establishmént of a general system of peace, the strengthening of international
security and the redefinition of that system by making it better adapted to the
realities of a changing society. On each such occasion we are told about the
sacrosanct character of the Charter or the grim prospects of an Organization that

would be dominated by propaganda or a false ideology.
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Must we for much longer accept this theory that the only security is military
security. with its recurring pattern of cold war, retrenchment, détents,
confrontation and balance of deterrence? May we now hope that the great thaw
between East and wWest will indirectly have some effects on the political-econcmic
sitvation of the South? 1o a degree, the events of the last nine months ssem
optimistic in that regard, especially for those who hold to a geocentricism not
necessarily justified by a healthy grasp of the world situation. 1Indeed, there are
still stubborn hotbeds of insecur ity in the political, economic and social spheres,
as well as at the regional levei. The arguments we are hearing in the present
debate do not ailow us fully to face those challenges, part:.cularly since some .of
them have an urgent if not immediate tone. Thus we have Ro alternative but to fall
back on some arguments we have often used in the past.

The promoting and safeguarding of security cannot be dealt with exclusivefy by
reference to a past that has not always been glorious. Ié new prospects are
opening before us, which should lead us to recognize far-reaching changes in our
society, then let us have the generosity and courage to admit that such an
endeavour requires the involvement and participation of all; that the interests of
Some must yield to the common interest and the interests of the international
community; and that spheres of influence, inter ference, dependence, domination and
expleitation are now obsolete. 1In short, let us have security for all, and in a1l
spheres. |

There can be no secur ity without developnent, nor development without
security. We ghzll be told that this is merely one more slogan. 'But the immediate

and complex problema posed by development could, if left unresolved, undermine
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bpolitica’l and military security, which, we must acknowledge, for the moment
| bem;fits only the North.

There has often been discussion of a clash between North and South, because
poverty and wretchedness know no borders, nor do they disappear merely because of
logic or debate. And what would it be like, a worid one half of which enjoyed the
benefits of security while the other half continued to struggle with countless
econonic difficulties?

Conversely, so long as international security is not secured, the efforts and
resources that could be devoted to development will be diverted to other goals;
politics will prevail over economics, and the rivalry of the great Powers will
continue to have repercussions on choices of modes of development.

Ideally, on both fronts - security and development - initiatives should be
taken concurrently and simultaneously. But the realities are otherwise. The
struggle against underdevelopment is momentarily being left aside and we are being

led to believe that the North must organize itself and ensure its security before

the South can benefit.

But let us suppoée that the industrialized North, cutting across all lines,
has resolved its problems of stability, confidem;e, security, restructuring,
liberalization, inflation, growth, unemployment, interest and exchange rates,
budgetary balances and iategration. ‘lould we then conclude that the dispossessed
South would automatically benefit? We still remember with bitterness the promises
of the 19703, when we were advised to wait until inflation was brought under
control before we called for any increase in development aid. As for the
"trickle-down effect" and the laws of the market, the length of time necessary and

the precariousness of their results are matched only by cur patience.
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The policy of laissez-faire haa entrenched itself in international economic
relations, and it is the debt question that finally has aroused Some awareness of
responsibilities and diesparities. We recognize that the impasse faced by national
and international financial inatiﬁutions has led them no longer to address the
question of debt in financial ang accomnting termsy to seek means that were
formerly t:hcught' of as légally &nmrmss to accept that structural adjustment
should take into account human, social and political elements. There are, of
csurse, risks in such an execrcise, but an accumulation of bad debts cannot serve
the cause of international monetary and financial stability, and even less the
cause of an equitable, just and sustained development.,

In this respect, let those who hold the initiative concede that the burden of
debt is paralysing development efforts and that this is not the key to the
procblem. Development has hany aspecte and one cannot always put all the factors on
an equal footing. This is the case, for example, with commodity prices, which we
are told should depend on the laws of the market, and are not protected by
Protectionism. We may well wonder whether it is decent that the survival of a
country should be subject to the clash of different schools of thought. A degree
of teamwork is called for here, even if some of the most valid rhles occasionally
need toc be hent.

We did not abandon our spirit of teamwork and golidarity when some presented
to us the notion that structural adjustment would be our contr ibution to improving
the international ecenomic environwent. Its price remains enormouss increased
unemployment, deterioration of social indicators, a decline in productivity,

inadequate basic social services, under-utilization of human resources and so on.
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On the side of our partners, we £ind it hard to see the existence of a real
will to tackle the problem of development, to give up the notion that growth can
remain the reserve of the few, or to ensure that national policies and practices
favour the emergence of an economic order of benefit to everyone. Teamwork not
followed by concrete action or supported by specific comitments is not real.

It may be objected that so long as uncertainties der iving from th~ constraints
of the world economy have not been removed, it will be difficult to restructure
priorities, to redefine certain preferences and to alter cbjectives. If that is
80, then we must give up on that giobal vision of the world that has always been
held out to us, especially at difficult times. So division is the rule. "™Wait and

see” remains the byword, and let each draw his own conclusions.
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As for us, we shall continue to argue, from the standpoint of a true

T A

development code of ethics, that developaent is concerned above all with :lmprcving

the human conditions that it calls for a consistent co].lect:ive reaction in the form
of a long-term programme with objectives, commitments and the availability of
adequat-:e resources; that in the establishing of world economic security the United
Nations has a primary political role to play, in the clear formulation of
principles, the definit.ion of priorities and co-ordinatien of the various
organizations and institﬁtions concerned with develcomment, whose approach and ends
are not necessarily harmonized or converggnt..

We shall continue tc discover new ptdblems, obstacles and disappointments on
the .cad to security and development. Evei; if the advent of a golden age is not on
the horizon, it would be wrong to abandon all hope, because we must examine the
problems of security, development and peace from a global perspective, without any
Preconceived order of priorities, without pre-judging their interaction and without
claiming a monopoly regarding initiatives or means of implementation. Such an
approach.,: if adopted, would constitute a guarantee of the establishment of a true
peace that would be shared by all, whether from East or West, from Nerth or South.
Ngvettheless, we should recognize that progress has been made, in the gquest for
peace and in creating a climate favourable to its attainment, thanks to the
convergence of unilateral initiatives, bilateral ocongultations and recourse to
multilateral diplomacy. We should therefore pay our tribute to and congratula te
all those who have made the prospects for this session less negative than they

might have been. |

These include: first, the Organization, whose peace~keeping forces have just -

received the Nobel Peace Prize in recognition of their contribution to achieving
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the fundamental purposes of the Charter and to bringing about the negotiatiens aow
under way. To the United States and the Soviet Union, for concluding the Treaty on
the Eliminaéion of Interinediate-Range and &:orter-kange Missiles; for undertaking
negotiations with a view tzs reducing their strategic nuclear arsenals, and for
their determination to.expqug ‘those--gpheres in which significant progress can be
envisaged; Iran and Irag, for?ccepting the cease-fire recommended in Security
Council resoclution 528 (1987) and carrying on direct talks on the establishment of
a2 true peace, in a spirit of trust and under standing; all those that, like France,
deciaed when the cease-fire was announced, to withdraw their naval contingents
ftom the Gulf, thus reducing the dangers that a foreign military presence might
represent for the independence, sovereignty and security of the States of the
region; the members of the Association of South-East Asian Naticns (ASEAN) and the
countries of Indo-China, which, despite the complexity and difficulty of their
exchanges of view, esp;e'éially on "kémpudaga, are gradually moving towards the
creation of a zone of security and go-oneratim in South-East Asia; the Soviet

' Union and Viet Nam for, respectively, the withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan, in
the framework of the Geneva Agreement and the establishment of a timetable for the
withdrawal from Kampuchea; the Democratic Pecple's Republic of Korea, which
recently took initiative to bcing sbout unification, conciliation and harmony and
to eliminate eonfr&ntation, mis't‘r‘z\ust.and tension, with a view to bringing about the
reunification of the peninhulas the Republic of'wprus and other Cypriot |
repres‘entat'ives, who decided to attenpt to achieve, through resunption'of
1nteroaamunal talks, a negotiated sett:l.ement of all aspect:s of the problem, in a
spirit of independenoe, soverelgnty and the unity of Cyprus; the Orqanization of

_ African Umlty fot pursuing its mediation efforts to bring about a negotiated
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political soluticn to the dispute between Libya and Chad, which have Just -
re-established their diplomatic relations; Ethiopia and Somalia, which. after so
many yearsg of confrontatim, havo succeaded in normalizing their relations in a
sp:lr.it of gocd-neighbourlinass and brotherhoods Morocco and the Saheran Arab
Democratic Republic, whose acceptance of the ‘Secretary-General's proposals on
Western Sshara constitute a positive step towards the inplenant:ation, in letter and
spirit, of the relevant United Nations and Organization of African Unity
tesolutions on initiating diuct negotiatlcns and the holding of the referendum on
self-deterninatim; the Sm:th West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), the sole
and legitimate representative of tha Nani.bian people, for having, at the beginning
of the quadripartite talks, unilaterally announced the cessaticn of its military

operations; and the countries of Latin America, which, despite the existence of

internal and external peoblems, insist that the only way of selving the region's
Problems, without external interference or the injection of ideclogical
considerations, remains the faithful hlplemtat;on of the Guatemala agreement, the
reaffirmation of wﬁich is urgently necessary.

After this summary of the disputes that have arisen batween States, what can
- ve conclude and what lesson can we draw, if{ not that the sense of responsibility of
the countries of any regicn and their support for the settiement of coaflicts in
their geographic area have pcoved more pdsitive and effective than interference and
intervention prompted by esxternal interests.

Hav ing pPresgnted this somewhat opéiaistic view of the worid, I am constrained
to :ef:um to the painful realities affecting southern Africa and the Middle Bast,
| where conflict of interests is the order of the day.
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On 1 November this year the Sscretary-General will begin to take the steps
necessary for the deployment of the United Hations Transition Assistance Group
(UNTAG) in Mamibia. We all hope that this first deadline will be respected and
wb:l.ll not be made unduly dependent upon the results of the quadripartite talks on
South West Africa. We maintain that only the immediate, complete and definitive
application of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) will make it possible for the
" Namibian people to :egéin their independence, sovereignty and dignity. Until this
happens, the political, legal and moral responsibility of t;he,)_Organization will be

at stake.
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In SOuth Africn we are still seeing a clash between two worlds. On the one
wside, we see the illegitimate and illegal régime of a apartheid, with all the
ty:anny, oppression. discrimination, inequality and monopoly that it imnvolves. On
the othet side, ‘we_ see & people suffering in body and soul, but a people which,
-"‘thtough the voioe and through the initiatives of its liberation movement, the
7:7:.African mtional Congress (ANC), is .crying out for the right to participation, to

'- freedon and’ to demcracy, » We ‘are still wondering when we will find the resolive to
ii‘:apply eoncrete and comprehensive sanctions to defeat the aEtthei regime. No-.hing
can be built on inmo:ality and oomptomise.f me cannot expect anything from
aggrthei v reforraed or not. S v IR

As for the '-!iddle East, it is time we stopped trying to find some form of

...,-._,;::_ba.i.anoe at any cost, which is of advantage only to one side.. The Palestinian

: "people. a victim of injustioe ’ oondemnea to wandering and despair, has,- the right"to
; demand more considetation and mere sympathy. Reasoning politically and legally,
"'aftet the. adoption of resoluti,on 181 (II) who can guestion the existence of a

. Palestinian State distinct from Jordan? SOmet or later, the independence of that

, State will be formally prqclaimed. ) As sn Organization, we must take an unambiguous ,

':’Ef._,f.stand 'I.'hat act will not suffif-e to end the conflicts between Israel and the PID:

,but it would have the advantage of enabling the more hesitant to oonsidet the

’ ‘Inteznational Peace COnference in new terms.

: This year, we are ooing to oelebtate the fortieth anniversary of the Univetsal
»'neclatation of Human Rights, and- everyone will proclaim full and unqualified |
dedication to it, although no country is really free -of allegations of violations

of these tights. Is it not irOnic to note that at the end of the twentieth century
those who dedicate themselves o preaching and to the- systematic use of human |

‘ ';rights for politicel puzposes, ate sometimes the last to acoept the consequences of




“AW/13b - o A/43/PV.18
Coo, e 77

(Mr. Bemananjara, Madagascar)

respect for, and the promtion of, human rights in scuthern Africa, the Middle
Bast, Asia and Iatin America?

That the fl“ouets of human rights are blooming in a field of injustice, misery
and poverty“‘i‘sn éoﬁéﬁhing that is being accepted through a grim form of formalism.

. As I listen to the sl:atements.of my colleagues, or reread them, I have the
imptéssioﬁ‘ that the quarrel between bilateralism and multilateralism, £for which
8ome other systems have been sought, is now a thing of the vast. The key point for
us now is to invest in the new capital of confidence that has been acecorded to our
Organization, to buiid innovatively on the experience of more than 40 years, to put
to the test the true potential of the United Nations despite its momentary loss of
credibility.

If the United Nations is to be the expression of our intermational political
conscience, we cannot continug to enclose it within the narrow framework of a
Charter that needs to be revised, if only with respect to the right of veto. We
must accept that the concept of security ah;)uld be enlarged and that the concept of
responsibility should be more binding. w;g’] must prep;te ourselves to codify the
guarantees of peace, security and develoﬁnent in a context which reflects the
general desire of members of the internaticnal community, with especial attention
to the priorities dictated, as the Secretary-ser;etal has said, by the entry of
mankind into a new period of its history, and the imperative of a development which
must be balanced and as fair as possible. Only at that cost can we respond to the
. aspirations of humanity in the midst of a crisis for its very survival, grappling

with uncertainty and anxiety.

The meeting rose at 12.55 p.m.






