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The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE

Mr . SEPULVEDA AMOR (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanish): I should like

to begin my address by congratulating the United Nations and its Secretary~General
upon the award of the Nobel Peace Prize to the peace-keeping forces, as announced
this morning. We welcome the fact that this award has been made to a body that is
essential for the effective functioning of the United Nations. It symbolizes a
clear recognition by the international community of the commendable work per formed
by the United Nations for the genuine security of all States.

On behalf of the Mexican Government, I extend my warmest congratulations to
you, Mr. Caputo, the Secretary for External Relations of the Republic of Argentina,
on your well-deserved election to the post of President of the General Assembly for
this session. sir, your diplomatic experience and ability will contribute to the
Success of our endeavours. In the per formance of your delicate task, you may count
upon the support of the Mexican_delegation. The solid ties of friendship that
unite our peoples and Governments allow us to renew and reaffirm shared aspirations
that should ensure the success of this session of the General Assembly,

I also wish to express our especial confidence and trust in
Mr. Perez de Cuellar. The international community knows that the changes that we
are experiencing in international affairs have been made possib;e to a large degree
by his politjical contribution and his talent for negotiation. The work carried out
by our Secretary-General renews our faith in the United NWations system, reinforces

the Organization's prestige, and helps to overcome the crisis of multilateralism.

We are proud that Mr. Perez de Cuellar, a Latin American politician and diplomat,

has so commendably advanced the causes of peace, justice and international law.
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When President Miguel de la Madrid's Government was initiated in
December 1982, the international situation was particularly difficult. Tension had
increased among the great Powers, and disarmament negotiations had been suspended .
The great Powers had also assumed antagonistic positions with respect to various
trouble spots around the world. The East-West confrontation was making the
international climate more tense. The United Nations was the target of criticism,

because it seemed incapable of responding to the needs for peace and security.*

® Mr. Van Lierop (Vanuatu), Vice-President, took the Chair.



EH/PLI A/43/PV,.11
6

(Mr. Sepulveda Amor,; Me xico)

The United Nations as a whole, including the specialized agencies, was the target
of unfair criticism, which served to distort its true role.

‘ A number of countries attached importance to bilateral relations and demanded
conduct in accordance with their own short-term interests and strategic goals.
This served to weaken the multilatgral system and that was compounded by a
financial crisis, deliberately caused by those who séught to qain influencé
consistent with their foreign policy. The United ﬁations was the target of mean
financial tzea?ment as a result of that shortsightedness, which we would all like
to see overcome. Mexico never agreed to the unilateral decisions taken by the
major contr ibuting Powers, which refused to meet their obligations as a means of
bringing pressure to bear upon the Member States and the Organization, breaking the
rule of universality in one of the most important specialized agencies, The lesson
is clear: without the political will on the part of Member States it is impossible
to find a solution to the crisis of multilateralism and of the international
Organization.

To the political and military confrontations was added the most ser ious
problem in present-day international life, that of the great inegualities between
the developing South and the industrialized North. The dialogue to establish a new
international economic order was broken off. In the 1980s the aspirations of the
South to negotiations that would lead to a better distribution of wealth and the
resources so essentiai for well being and development were frustrated.

The results of that crisis afflicted above all the poorest nations. 1In this
paradox of history, the poorest, those in greatest need to promote social
development with new resources, became exporters of capital angd wealth to the

international financial centres - that is, to those that already enjoyed resources

in abundance.
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We are pleased that the Organization and the Secretary-General have played a
leading role in these recent changes. We also welcome the progress that President
Reagan and General Secretary Gorbachev have achieved in the field of disarmament.
Paramount importance must be attached to the signing and ratifying of the
Soviet-American Treaty on the elimination of their intermediate-range and
shor ter-range nuclear forces - the INF Treaty. We call for the rapid conclusion of
other’treaties on a significant reduction in strategic weapons and on the
elimination of chemical weapons. The agreements prove that even the most difficult
matters can be resolved with sufficient political will and determination. They
also show that security and balance are not necessarily éynonymous with the
escalation of armaments and that diplomatic negotiations are essential for the
solution of the most difficult problems, solutions that guarantee the legitimate
rights and genuine national interests of all parties.

It is true that barely the first steps have been taken in the long road to
free the world from the threat of nuclear war. It is imperative, therefore, to
adhere strictly to the commitments made and to maintain the will to negotiate.,
Incidentally, the lack of results from the third special session of the United
Nations General Assembly on disarmament was not encouraging. In the field of
disarmament the participation of the international community is necessary, through
the agencies especially created for that purpose, otherwise we shall continue to be
governed by the relations between the nuclear Powers - that is, we shail be
subjected to criteria, views and interests that do not necessarily coincide with
those of other men and countries which earnestly desire the elimination of weapons

of destruction that could put an end to their very existence.
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Peace has been and will continue to be the fundamental goal pursued by Mexico
in its foreign pPolicy. Proof of this is to be found in President de la Madrid's
Participation in the Peace and Disarmament Initiative - referred to as the Group of
S8ix - which contributed to the creation of an appropriate climate for negotiations
between the great Powers. I emphasize, as the Group of Six has done, the need for
the complete cessation of nuclear tests and prevention of the extension of the arms
face to outer space, and that the limitation of conventional weapons be seriously
discussed,

Events of recent.months Prove that the role of the United Nations in achieving
peace and development is irreplaceable. Within this clinate of détente, negotiated
agreements must be consolidated and the disputes that still affect several regions
and countries must be resolved. The Government of Mexico has steadfastly supported
the peaceful settlement of international disputes with respect for the principles
of self~determination and non-intervention. That is why optimism is aroused by the
withdrawal of foreign troops from Afghanistan and the fact that the exercise of the
right to self-determination has been achieved, or by the attainment of a cease-fire
between Iran and Iraq so that a war that divided the civilian populations of the
two countries for eight years has been brought to an end. we must also welcome the
four-party negotiations that led to a cease-fire between South Africa and Angola.
The termination of hostilities will enable the Angolan people to advance towar s
independent economic and social development, free from external threats and
inter ference.

The agreements to implement Secur ity Council resolution 435 (1978) , on
Namibian independence, are of special importance to us. Mexico, as a member of the
United Nations Council for Namibia, has always condemned the illegal occupation of

that Territory. That is why we re-emphasize our commitment to the people of
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Namibia and to the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), its lea’*~
organization, their right to exercise fully their sovereign rights and th.. =:
of the anachronistic remnant of colonialism.

We emphasize our rejection of the barbaric practice of apartheid, whiw: &
been consistently condemned by the United Nations. Peace in the region and respect
for international law would be a utopian dream without an end to apartheid. 1It is
imperative that we to continue to demand that South Africa put an end to its

aggressive policies against the front-line States and its polizies of regional

destabilization.

We earnestly hope that the talks on the Kampuchean conflict will result in
agreements guaranteeing the Kampuchean people's right to self-determination, free
from genocidal factions and with respect for the country's sovereiynty and

territorial integrity, which clearly necessitates the withdrawal of foreign
troops.

Lasting peace in the Middle East entails recognition of the right of the
Palestinian people to self-determination. All the States in the region, including
Israel, musi be able to live within secure and recognized borders. We must once
again call for the restitution of the territories occupied since 1967, accompanied
by prohibition of conquest by military force and the provision of guarantees
ensuring respect for the human rights of the Palestinian civilian population in the
region. The conv~iing of an international conference, with the particinzation of
all parties and under the auspices of the United Nations, is consequently extremely

important. We must foster all such contacts as might lead to the settlement of

this, one cf the most protracted conflicts of the post-war age.
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It is also encouraging that the conflict in Western Sahara is nearing a
political resolution that will result in independence and self-determination for
the Sahracui people.

On the other hand. we are co.ncerned that there has been a stalemate of the
negotiations in Central Ltmerica. To Mexico, respect for the self-determination of
the Central american peoples and rejection of any outside interference and of the
use of force or coercion continue to be central to the attainment of peace and
development in the region,

The steps taken by Mexico to help bring about regional peace are well known.

The Contadora and Support Groups advocated full respect in the region for the

isthmus, to enable these nations to attain the stability and co-operation that
would make their economic, political and social development possible,

In August 1987, the Central American countries signed the Esquipulas accords.
The political connection of these accords to the Contadora and Support Groups is
quite clear. They also constitute a valid and practical basis for the restoration
of peace in the area. These Principles should be observed by the Central American
countries and should be respected by all the States in the international community,
pParticularly those which have links with, and interests in, the region,

The efforts of the Contadora and the Esquipulas accords deserve>to meet with
Success, and so they will, to the degree that hegemonistic interpretations and a
security policy that is not compatible with security or Latin American interests
are abandoned., 1t is true that the peoples of the region desire security, peace
and democracy - but peace, security and democracy that mean autonomy and freedom to
determine their own destiny, free from external inter ference, development with no
strings or preconditions attached, and co-operation between equals with full

respect for sSovereignty.
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Contadora and its Support Group have struggled to avoid the spreading of this
¢onflict, which could dash the hopes of the Central American peoples and spread to
other parts of the continent. It was also our desire that democracy should be a
genuine product of the peoples. Similarly, we made contacts with other regions and
international organizations - I might mention in this respect the European Economic
Community (EEC) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) - which could
help to eliminate poverty and underdevelopment in the region, which are really the
underlying cause of the conflicts.

In Central America, peace will prevail over the gloomy prospect of a more
protracted war. The rule of law must prevail in this region over military and
ideological considerations, so that reason and the long-term interest of all the
peoples of the continent may prevail over immediate tactical and military
considerations.

I am convinced that the most important question of modern life is the need to
correct the unjust and unbalanced economic relations in the world. This is one of
the great tasks currently facing the community of States and international
organizations.

This decade, which is of such great political moment, has also been
characterized by restraint on development rad by the difficulties we have
encountered in openly and constructively reviewing the economic situation of the
non-industrialized countries. Misunderstanding, short-sightedness and selfish
considerations have been the rule of the day.

It has been said that the 1980s were a lost opportunity for development. Our
efforts notwithstanding, we have been unable to achieve a better and more effective
role for our countries in the international economy. The lack of response -0 the

debt problem is well known, as are the excessive rise in interest rates, trade
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restrictions, the fall in commodity prices, and the Severe restrictions on
financing for the development of our countries,

The philosophy pursued by the main industrialized countries notwi thstanding,
there was a tightening of trade Protectionism, and we saw the emergence of what is
being called the "new protectionism®, These practices severely restrict our access
to the markets of the industrialized countries and thus our prospects of meeting
our internal and external obligations,

Unilateral restraints on international trade are all the more deplorable if we
consider that in practice they are contrary to the commitments made by the
signatories of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) on the occasion of
the "Uruguay Round", and if we consider, furthermore, that they are prejudicial to
the development potential of non-industrialized countries, and therefore have an
adverse effect upon world economic growth.

The scale of debt-servicing among developing nations and the shortage of
international financing represent a net transfer of resources to the outside
world. This takes Up a significant part of our export earnings. It sSeverely
restricts imports and makes the internal adjustment process less and less
compatible with economic growth and an equitable distribution of sccial
well-being, Restructuring of the debt has had some slight effect on the terms and
conditions of payment, but it has not meant a real solution to the problem.

The developing world, and Latin America in particular, is calling for
long-term solutions, through just and reasonable negotiations with the
industrialized countries, to resolve the problem of external debt, development
financing and the reactivation of the international econony .,

We have therefore argued that the debht servicing must in al}l cases'be adapted
to the real capacity of the debtor countries to pay, with recognition of the

‘principle of shared responsibility and the need for equity in the distribution
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of costs. It is also necessary to have balanced negotiations to increase the
volume and rate of exports from developing countries. Within GATT, there must be
strict fulfilment of the commitments to suspend and dismantle trade restrictions
that are in violation of the obligations undertaken by the signatories to the
General Agreement.

The major issues relate to the nced for change in economic relat uns among
States, so that the wealth created by the intelligence and efforts of mankind may
no longer be concentrated within a small number of countries and a narrow strip of

our planet. This is doubtless the major challenge before the modern community of

States and before the United Nations,

The struggle for respect for fundamental rights and freedoms is one of the
major attainments of the United Nations. Forty years after the adoption of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, life's dynamics have forced us to deepen,
modulate and broaden its application and protection. Let us preserve the
institutions created to safequard these basic rights, including respect for groups
of society and for matters that were barely understood a few years ago.

On the other hand, Mexico will continue to wage a head-on war against the
terrible threat of drug trafficking. We support all multilateral steps taken in

this area, because drug trafficking is an international phenomenon that can only be

effectively confronted through a pooling of our resources.
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But what we need is effective, constructive international co-operation that
takes into account in a balanced way this criminal phenomenon so harmful to
society, in all its aspects: pProductien, trafficking and consumption., It should
be an expression of world solidaritv, not a cause for discord or manipulation,
Mexico will continue its Steadfast battle against this criminal epidemic, this
threat to public health. But it calls upon all those plagued by this
international crime to shoulder their responsibilities. The Governments of the
major centres of consumption cannot use easy but ineffective solutions to avoid
the fundamental burden of what is their problem,

Let me reiterate Mexico's deep belief in the irreplaceable role of the United
Nations s stem. It is hard to think of a political settlement anywhere in the
world without the Presence and active co-operation of the Organization. Even
where the mzin negotiations are carried out by others, the United Nations is of
decisive impor tance because on behalf of the international community it
formalizes, implements and monitors the fulfilment of agreements; in nearly all
cases its organs have a general mandate to define a settlement,

No major co-operative Project could be carried out without its support and
its technical resources. Nor could there be peaceful coexistence among States,
based on the rule of law and mutual respect, without the quarantees and political
backing of the United Nations.

At San Francisco, pPeace and security among nations were entrusted to the
Organization, This splendid project for our civilization, which followed a period
of barbar ism, continues to be fully valid, but only on one condition: that all
States conform in their behaviour to the rules they themselves have imposed and to

which they have committed themselves.
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For developing countries, the multilateral forums have been particularly
valuable as a place to air our problems and fight to defend our interests. In a
community of more than 160 sovereign countries we must, of course, have
international democracy.

This does not mean a "tyranny of the majority", but rather a joining of
problems, exptesséd in a united manner and considered by the community of States.
Disarmament, the eradication of colonialism, respect for the sovereignty cf peoples
and for human rights, the elimination of apartheid, the settlement of regional
conflicts and the goals of international co-operation have never, anywhere, been a
senseless expression of tyranny, but a pre-condition for frezdom, security and
dignity for the majority of the world's population. Some of these purposes,
indeed, are now espoused by those who were once opposed to them.

There have been undeniable achievements which must be consolidated. There are
also pending matters, such as world economic imbalances and the cnnflict in Central
America. The solution of all these matters depends to a great extent on unified
action by developing countries.

Rsgional and international machinery for co-ordination and consultation must
therefore be strengthened and made more effective. The Non-Aligned Movement and
the Group of 77 are committed to preparing for the future so that succeeding
generations may have more and better food, housing, education and clothing.
Regional bodies too have much to do here. There must be solidarity and
organization, joint efforts and shared goals.

In Latin America and the Caribbean, we have strengthened political
co-ordination and are making advances in the economic integration of our
countries. The united mobilization of the considerable mater ial and human

resources of Latin America and the Caribbean will without question lend our
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countries greater capacity in external negotiations and new opportunities for
internal co-operation and development.

The work of the group of eight Latin American Presidents is a clear
manifestation of cur determination to seek solutions to our problems and to
redefine our links with the rest of the world, as is faithfully reflected in the
Acapulco compromise, the basic charter of a system of political co-ordination in
Latin America which cpens the way for further regional integration. The crisis has
at least had the positive effect of further bringing together the peoples of Latin
America. This has been possible thanks to democratic changes in our sociaties in
recent years. Thus, we afe approaching a stage where we shall strengthen our
unity, make progress an the path of economic complementarity, and consolidate our
democratic institutions. We shall give fresh impetus to our economies and increase
the well-being of our peoples.

We are coming to the end of the 1980s with feelings of optimism about the role
of diplomacy and negotiation as political tools with a special place in relations
among States. The atmosphere of confrontation and intolerance that began the
decade has given way to détente. Disarmament, a crucial matter that went through a
period of deep lethargy, is now engender ing renewed hope, and there is progress in
the settlement of regional conflicts. Never theless, we are concerneq that we may
see the return in a new form of the time when the majority of States were fated
merely to accept and confirm agreement - or competition - bet:ween. the Powers. We
can have genuine peéce and true security only with the active participation of a
politically crganized community of States acting within the.united Nations and

under its constitutional author jty.
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The great question in the coming years will inevitably focus on the economic
development of the poorest nations. Advances in the solution of international
conflicts are not matched by the poor performance with respect to the economic
problems of non-industrialized nations. There can be no progress in international
stability, peace and security unless effective Steps are taken in the context of
mechanisms where responsibility is shared by developed and developing countries,
which would result in sustaiéed economic growth for the latter. These mechanisms
must turn their political attention to éhree points: new financial flows, debt and
foreign trade.

Mexico reiterates its conviction that today a civilized international life can
be attained only on the basis of respect for law, the.sovereign dignity of all
nations and the genuine economic and social well;beihg of théif peoples. Only then

will peace, development and democracy be possible.
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Mr. LENIHAN (Ireland): ¥ should like first to offer Mr. Dante Caputo my
sincere congratulations on his election to the presidency of the forty-third
session of the United Nations General Assembly. I should also like to pay a
tribute to his predecessor, Mr. Peter Florin, who so ably and effectively conducted
the affairs of the for ty-second session and also those of the special session
devoted to disarmament.
My friend and colleague the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Greece,
Mr. Karolos Papoulias, has already addressed the Assembly in the name of the Twelve

member States of the European Community and Ireland of course associates itself

fully with his remarks.

As we meet for the forty-third session of the General Assembly and as we
survey the world scene, it is Pleasing to be able to note that prospects look
somewhat brighter than they did at this time last year - indeed, better than they
have done for many Years now. A series of regional crises which have been the
subject of debate in thig Assembly for all too many years appear to have been moved
from the point of inertia., 1In the case of others, admittedly, the first step still
has to be taken. So our optimism needs to be tempered. Nevertheless we can be
encouraged by what has already been achieved.

It is even more pleasing for this delegation to note the essential role played
by the United Nations in the progress that has so far been made. We have always
regarded this Organization as the central forum for the resolution of international
conflict. We have not been blind to its weaknesses, which have received much
emphasis in recent years. But looking behind weaknesses, we have been conv inced

that the Organization has retained the ability to achieve the noble aims set out in

the Charter.

The emphasis placed in more recent years on the flaws of the Organization was

not entirely negative. It is not surprising if, after more than 40 years of
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existence, critical appraisal makes it apparent that some measures of reform are
necessary. We therefore welcomed and supported the efforts of the
Secretary-General to increase the efficiency of the United Nations and to improve
its day-to-day functioning. We salute the progress that has been made towards this
end and we can assure the Secretary-General of our support for his continuing
endeavour. We believe that a great deal is at stake here.

What is at stake is the continued existence of the Organization in the terms
set out in the Charter. This established the Organization on the basis of the
sovereign equality of all its Members. It went on to impose certain obligations on
Members. This principle and these obligations have not of course always sat
comfortably with all Members. In the course of the last 43 years first one and
then another Member State has found itself irked to some extent. It is notable,
however, that they have all come to acknowledge that che Organization plays an
indispensable role.

A genuine commitment finding its expression in effective operation of the
United Nations in accordance with the Charter clearly has a particular attraction
for a country such as my own, whose securit, depends, not on force of arms but on
the establishment of an international order based on the observance of
international law. We would like to think, however, that our interest in the
United Nations is not selfish. In an era of weapons of mass destruction, whether
nuclear, chemical or more conventional, and of ever greater interdependence
throughout the world there can be no doubt that the framework provided by the
United Nations is in the interest of all States.

But the existence of a framework will not of itself achieve that rule of law
based on justice and tempered with generosity which is the only basis for permanent

peace. There is a need for a clear commitment on the part of Member States,
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including actual or potential belligerents, to use to the full the mechanisms
available under the Charter. Members of the Security Council have, of course,
special responsibilities in this regard and we welcome the evidence of their
increased willingness to discharge these responsibilities. We must all see what we
can do to divert the skills and capabilities of mankind away from war, or the
threat of war, and towards economic and social improvement. Such sacrifices as
this may entail are small when compared with the horrific cost in human lives and
suffering which any war inevitably inflicts.

When looking at the record of the past year it is intriguing to wonder why
this progress was made over that period rather than, say, during the preceding
10 years. It would be inappropriate in my view to seek any single reason.
However, it must be acknowledged that the relationship between the super-Powers is
of major importance; this relationship is the prime determinant of the
international climate and this climate affects international relations in general.
All Members of the United Nations welcome the improvement in relations between the
United States and the Soviet Union. This improvement has had a twofold effect. It
has resulted in a commitment on the part of the super-Powers themselves not only to
improve their bilateral relations, but to search for ways to reduce the
possibilities of confrontation between them in regional conflicts. The improvement
in the international climate which has thus been brought about has induced the
participants in regional conflicts themselves to search for ways peacefully to
resolve these conflicts.

While acknowledging the importance of the super-Power relationship, it is
notable that in every case United Nations involvement has been an essential element
in the progress made towards resolution of regional conflicts. I shouid like

particularly to congratulate the Secretary-General on the success he has had
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sc far in this respect. He must be able to rely on the full support and on the
loyal co-operation of ail Members of the Organization, including of course the
Super-Powers, in his efforts to secure international peace and stability.

If a political commitment is a necessary condition for effective action by the
United Nations to maintain peace and security and to promote peaceful resolution of
conflict, it is, alas, not sufficient in itself. Of no less importance is the
assurance of the necessary financial means. Those who will the end must also will
the meanz. If they fail to do so the potential benefits of political consensus in
the United Wations will not be realized and the credibility of the Organization
will be seriously compromised. It is imperative that United Nations finances be
put on a firm and sound footing. All that is required is that all Member States
discharge the legal commitment, freely undertaken, to pay their mandatory
contribution to the general budget and to the various peace~keeping accounts. It
is heartening to note the recent indications that Member States do indeed
acknowledge the necessity of this commitment and have taken practical steps to
implement it.,

The peace-keeping function of the Organization has been highlighted only today
by the well-deserved award to the United Hations peace-keeping forces of the Nobel
Peace Prize. I congratulate the peace~keeping forces of the Organization on this
award. It arises at a very appropriate time. An important factor in the
Organization's involvement over the past year in the settlement of regional
conflicts has been the role of United Nations Peace-keeping and observer forces.
They have been established most recently to monitor the implementation of the

Geneva Agreements on Afghanistan and the cease-fire in the war between Iran and

Iraq,
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In a number of other areas where we all hope early progress towards a settlement
can beAmade, Uniged Nations pPeace-keeping or observer forces will be an essential
element of the settlement.

I should like here to focus in particulai on the financial difficulties of
peace-keeping operations, including those of the United Nations Interim Force in
Lebanon (UNIFIL). The burden of financing these forces must not fall
disproportionately on a small number of troop-contributing countries. In each case
the decision to establish such forces commits the Organization as a whole. It is
crucial that there be a secure foundation for financing peace-keeping operations,
in order that troop contributors can be reliably assured that the agreed financing
pProvisions will be observed and that they will not face an unfair financial burden
because of under taking this task.

Let me say here that my concern is not related solely to money. 1Indeed, the
sums of money involved pale into insigr ficance when compared to the supreme
sacrifice many individual members of peace-keeping and observer forces have made
vhile serving under the United Nations flag. The financial costs must surely be
accepted as of small significance when one considers the prevention of death,
destruction and human suffering that the operations of such forces usually secure,
however, fragile the basis. But even in terms of financial costs United Nations
' peace-keeping forces are a very economical alternative to thé“maintenance of
unilateral or miltilateral forces, which impose massive costs and which, because
usually they are seen to be partisan, are less likely to facilitate progress
towards a pe manent solution,

My concern ig mainly with the political implications of the failure of all
Member States to discharge their financial obligations under the Charter. I am not

talking about the temporary difficulties of an economic or financial nature that
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any State may encounte: from time to time. I am referring to decisions made by
States to withhold their assessed mandatory contributions for political reasons.
Such decisions may be interpreted by parties to a conflict as implying a lack of
support for a particular peace-keeping operation. Indeed, it is difficult to
conceive of a deliberate decision to withhold due financial contributions as other
than an expression of withdrawal of support for an operatiun. When one contiders
that, ultimately, political solutions must L& ¥ound, that is an unacceptable risk.
If some Member States pick and choose those observer or peace-keeping missions
concerning which they will make or withhold their mandatory financial contributions,
individual cperations may be undermined. Worse, the whole cornicept of United
Nations peace-keeping, on which so many hopes are now hanging, would be emptied of
any credibility.

We celebrate this year the fortieth anaiversary of the proclamation of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. One could say that the very existence of
the United Nations arose from a recognition borne of the bitter experience of war
that real and lasting peace and security between nations must be based on universal
acknowledgement of the inherent dignity and worth of the individual human being.
This is as valid today as when the Declaration was first proclaimed. At its last
session the General Assembly unanimously resolved to use the occasion of this
anniversary to promote and protect human rights throughout the world, ¢o renew the
Organization's commitment to this objective and to encourage Member States to
ensure the promotion and protection c¢€ the rights enshrined in the Declaration. 1If
we are to build on the tremendous progress that has been made over the last
40 years in the development of international instruments for the protection of
human rights, we need a sustained and credible United Nations campaign to promote

the universal observance and enjoyment <7 these rights. At . time when grave
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abuses continue to occur, and are widely known to occur, there is no room here for
complacency.

Pride in the achievement of the United Nations in the area of human rights is
justified. Paradoxically, perhaps, one important achievement is that awareness of
the degree of abuse of these rights world-wide has dramatically increased. Today
the world community recognizes the inherent dignity and worth of the individual and
accepts that the protection and promotion of his human rights are international
cbligations. While the United Nations cannot itself enforce the standards it has
been instrumental in developing, it must not underestimate the moral authority it
can bring to bear for the correction of abuses in thisg area. A&n important
instrument for bringing pressure to bear on behalf of the victims of oppression is
informed public opinion imbued with the values enshrined in the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights. The Organization therefore has a very positive role

the support of international public opinion for the correction of abuses wherever
they occut.

Ireland Fecognizes and honours the tremendous contributions which, inspired by
the ideals set out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, individuals and
national and international organizations have made by mobilizing effective public
pressure in the defence of fundamental freedoms for victims of oppression. In many
instances this hag been accomplished at great personal risk to the individuals

concerned. We attach great major importance to the human rights endeavour because
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I have already referred to the improvement in East-West relations which has
taken place in the recent past.

My Government believes that it is essential tD maintain the impetus of the
Washington and Moscow summits between President Reagan and General Secretary
Gorbachev and to halt and reverse the trend towards an accelerating arms race. The
agreed-upon commitment to reduce nuclear forccs by 50 per cent has yet to he
realized, but at least there is a commitment there.

At such an encouraging time in United States-Soviet bilateral arms control and
disarmament negotiations it is all the more important that a fresh commitment to
the multilateral process emerge and that concrete achievements be recorded, thus
reaffirming the interest of all countries in the goal of general and complete
disarmament.

The first step, and one that we believe can and should be taken without
further delay, is the conclusion of a comprehensive nuclear test-ban treaty. At
the technical level, this could minimize, although not eliminate, the ability to
design new weapons. More important, perhaps, it would be a clear signal of
intention to reduce reliance on such dangerous and, in the final analysis,
irrational means of defence. My delegation is convinced that the technical
problems that appear to be in the way of reaching a test-pan agreement can be
surmounted, given the political will.

It is, or should be, clear that possession of nuclear weapons inevitably leads
to a similar response from others, thus greatly increasing the threat tc a
country's security and even to its prospect of survival, Nevertheless; here is

still a number of countries which have not abandoned the nuclear weapons option and

remain outside the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.
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It is my Government 's beljef that no one can Secure advantage through a
Proliferation of nuclear weapons. We hope that in the Years ahead the Treaty on

the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons will be strengthened, that the number of

era of greater efforts to promote and achieve nuclear-arms centrol and disarmament.

The international community has been profoundly shocked by recent reports of
the use of chemical weapons. We should all be very gravely concerned that what we
have for 63 years regarded as progress in this area - the Protocol banning any use
of chemical weapons, dating from 1925 - has been reversed. We have to ensure that
this reverse will not be regarded as a headline and go further. The particpants in
the Conference on Disarmament must dedicate themselves to the task of negotiating a
convention banning the production of chemical weapons, with a view to its early

conclusion, so that this Spectre can finally be banished from the Earth.

Europe. The mutual trust and confidence so necessary to ensuring lasting peace and
secur ity must encompass all dimensions of the relations between the countries of
East and west, They cannot be confined to the military area. Hence, we look
forward to agreement at Vienna in the very near future on 3 concluding document
which will provide both for new negotiations on conventional forces and for a

further advance in the human dimenéion of the Helsinki Final Apt.

all whe wish well to the people of Israel and to the population of the occupied
territories, The present situation, in the words of the statement of the European

Council on this matter, "cannot be Sustained”. It will be brought to an end only
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by means of a comprehensive, just and lasting political settlement of the
Arab-Israeli conflict. The twin pillars of principle on which Irish policy on this
difficult issue rests are: the right of all States in the region, including
Israel, to exist within secure frontiers, and the right of the Palestinian people
to self-determination, with all that that implies. We acknowledge that this right
includes the right to an independent State, if the Palestinian people should so
decide. The Irish delegation appeals for the setting aside of all obstacles which
bar the way to negotiations based on these principles.

Any solution will call for basic mutual acceptance and reciprocal recognition
of the indomitable human spirit that ensures that a people will not yield, and
cannot be put in a position of yielding, to brute force. We believe that the
peoples of the region, -in accordance with their own best traditions, would wish
their léaders to practise the principles of tolerance and good-neighbourliness
enshrined in the Charter. It is our hope that the evolution of events inside and
outside ‘the region will be such as to permit the peaceful aspirations of the
peoples of the region finally to be realized. The way forward requires leadership
enidowed with courage, wisdom and vision. These are the qualities of statesmanship
- particularly required in this area.

The difficulties in the Lebanon cannot be dissociated from the wider conflict
in the Middle East. There has regrettably been a heightening of tension there in
recent days. We hope that the search for reconciliation and stability in the
Lebanon will ve pursued and that forces cutside the country will exercise restraint
and will respect the territorial integrity, sovereignty and political independence
of thé Lebanon, which is essential if peace is to be restored to the country.

I should like to pay a tribute to UNIFIL, which continues to operate ir

difficult circumstances in southern Lebanon. UNIFIL has never been permitted to
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ful fil its mandate, despite its repeated renewal by the Security Council over the
past 10 years. The Force must be afforded the full co-operation of ail the parties
to the conflict. My Government reiterates its call for an end to the harassment of

UNIFIL and urges all parties to co-operate fully with the Force,

Without in any 4y underestimating the difficulties which remain to be overcome, we
have been hearteneqd that the leadership in both countries has had the courage and
wisdom to take the first Steps along the honourable road to peace. We wish the
Secretary-General and the parties concerned well in their continuing efforts. we
hope that the blessings of peace will be enjoyed by all communities in both
countrjes,

The Geneva Agreements on Afghanistan represent an important step towards a
solution of the Afghan crisis, They impose obligations on all the parties.

Ireland calls upon all concerned to implement fully the peace process set out in
these Agreements.

We welcome recent contacts between parliamentarians from the North and the
South of the Korean peninsula and the efforts which have been made to bring about a
resumption of the suspended direct dialogue aimed at reaching a solution by
Peaceful means. Indeed, on another note, we extend our best wishes for the success
of the Olympic Games there as an example of practical international co~operation
currently being observed by millions around the globe.

When we look at South Africa we can See no progress since last year. On the
contrary, the apar theid system has been reinforced by further repression, harsher

censorship and a ban on all those organizations which do not follow the Government
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line to the full. The effective silencing of the black political organizations and
trade union movement and the ban on such organizations as the Soweto Civic
Association and the National Education érisis Committee are just unacceptable.
They are further heavy blows:on the suffering black population. Once again I must
appeal to the South African Government to cease its defiance of international
opinion and to take the necessary steps to dismantle apartheid, starting with the
release of all political prisoners, including Nelson Mandela, and the removal of
the ban on the 18 organizations now debarred from carrying on their work of
peaceful opposition to apartheid.

On Namibia, early action is‘imperative to enable implementation of Security
Council resolution 435 (1978) to go ahead smoothly. While South Africa‘s recently
Stated willingness to cease its obstruction of the implementation process is a
welcome, if long overdue, development, it is the duty of the internatiocnal
community to‘ensute that other obstacles do not hamper the country’s transition to
independence.

Lasting peace and stability in_Centtal America will come only through the
persistent efforts of the Central American countries themselves, with the
whole-hearted support of other members of the international community. We appeal
to them to continue along the path which they themselves have marked out, in
particular in the Guatemala agreement of August 1987, and to pur sue natioral

dialogue and the search for peaceful seitlements.
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In my address to the Assembly last Year I referred to the threat to the
well-being of millions of People posed by the insecure worlgd economic environment,
The interrelated problems of developing-country debt, low commodity prices,
barriers in international trade, declining financial EFlows to developing areas are
unfdrtunately still with us, Those and other problems, environmental as well as
economic, still threaten the livelihood ang even the lives\of millions of our
fellow human beings.

In recent weeks, for example, massive flooding has caused severe suffering ang
loss of life in Bangladesh and in Sudan. a major international effort to combat
drought ip Ethiopia continues, In Some African countries development is also,
fegrettably, hindered by civil unrest, sometimes amounting to civil war. Elsewhere
the unrest js wilfully provoked from outside. ‘That is the case of Mozambique, the
victim of destabilization efforts by its neighbour South Africa., As for Angola,
there are now Some encouraging signs that thﬁs destabilization pfocess and the
destruction of the lives of ordinary people may be coming to an end.

Africa's need for external help if it is to develop its potential ang raise

Let us hope that the outcome of the recént review meeting on Africa and the
fecent decisions, which I welcome, to increase the capital of the Wor ld Bank and to
replenish for the eighth time the funds of the International Development
Association will be significant steps in dealing with Africa's development problems,

The balance sheet I am bringing the Assembly today on t}. situation in

Northern Ireland is, I am afraid, a rather mixed one. I am sure that I speak for



BCT/AP A/43/PV.11
37

(Mr. Lenihan, Ireland)

the overwhelming majority of people in Irelard, North and South, when T say that we
are all saddened beyond measure at the violence which has afflicted Northern
Ireland for almost 20 years and which has brought nothing but death, destruction
and suffering to the people of the area, both nationalist and unionist. Suffering
and pain are, as we all know, non-discriminatory in their impact.

It is hardly necessary for me to state again that the Irish Government shares
the commitment of all democratic Governments to the fight against terrorism;
indeed, our determination in that regard has been tellingly illustrated over the
past year. But the achievement of peace and political progress is inevitably a
larger and more complex task than merely combating campaigns of violence. The
whole history and experience of the United Nations underline the absolute necessity
of responding to the causes of divisions as well as trying to treat their symptoms.

In the specific context of Northern Ireland, it is imperative that the rights,
identities and ethos of the two traditions be not alone recognized but
comprehensively accommodated and advanced. While the effective pursuit of that
objective will impinge on all areas of government, it will have immediate
implications for the system of administering justice - with the need to demonstrate
absolute impartiality becoming ever more urgent; for relations Getween the security
forces and the communitys and for addressing the very real problems of economic and
social discrimination and disadvantage.

The Anglo-Irish Agreement of November 1985 seeks to address many of those
problems. The British and Irish Governments remain firmly committed to the
Agreement and are implementing it actively - indeed, this year the
Intergovernmental Conference, established under the Agreement, has been meeting
more frequently than at any period since the Agreemeﬁt was signed. Muci: valuable

progress has been achieved. I would be misleading the Assembly, however, if I did
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not state clearly that a large body of sensitive issues remains to be tackled
effectively. The review of the working of the Intergover nmental Conference, which
is scheduled for later this year, will give both Governments an impor tant
opportunity to review Progress to date and, in particular, to see how in future we
can best use the terms of reference and machinery of the Agreement to achieve real
Political progress.

A further lesson to be drawn from the history of this great Organization is
the importance of dialogue in enhancing the understanding of problems and the
parameters within which solutions must be found. A1}l of us on the island of
Ireland, no matter how our visions of the future may differ, have a common
responsibility to work towards seclutions in a spirit of mutual under standing and
respect. Let us, as political leaders, begin to talk together in an open and
generous way; we owe no less to our people, who so desperately Yearn for a lasting
peace.

I know I can count on the support of this Organization in our efforts to move
imaginatively and effectively towards a resolution of the problems of Northern
Ireland. The achievement of peace through political progress is the objective we
have set ourselves - and this is an objective which is thoroughly consistent with
the Charter of the United Mations,

When one reviews international relations and the prospects for progress in the
period ahead, one must of necessity do so with a degree of caution. But this
natural reluctance to raise unreal expectations of immediate solutions to problems
which require the patient application of reason and compromise should not lead us
to ignore one of the most encouraging developments of the past year - the renewed
recoonition on the part of Member States of the value of the United Nations as the

central forum for the resolution of international conflict. 1t is the forum indeed
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in which the commitment of all members of the inter ational community to regulate
their affairs in accordance with international law should find its proper and
approériate expression. We rejoice at the recognition, even if it js a bit
belated, of the unique and central role of our Ofganization in that respect.
Mr. LONCAR (Yugoslavia):. First of all‘I should like to congratulate you,

Sir, a gooé fiiend of ours and an outstanding diplomat and politician of Argentina,
on your election as President of. the fbrty-third session of the General Assembly.

My appreciation goes also to Mr. Petér Florin, the Deputy Foreign Minister of
~ the German Democratic Republic, for his successful guidance of the forty-second
session,

The deep changes on the world scene in the past year providg invthemselves a
different, much better atmosphere for the work of this session of the General
Assembly. Yet they impbse on it an additional obligation as well: to.assess the

real scope of these changes and outline the further mission - the peace mission -

of the Organization,
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The Nobel Peace Prize that has just been awarded to the United Nations

peace-keeping operations represents a significant Fecognition of the achievements
of the Organization.

‘ The Secretary-General's report was couched in guarded optimism. That is

. understandable and realistic in the present-day world.

I wish to express to Mr. Perez de Cuellar my gratitude for and recognition of
the éuccesses that the world Organization has achieved in the past year.

The fact is that the forty-third session is beginning its work in auspicious
circumstances. The process of negotiations between the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the United States of America continues. 1t has a positive impact on
almost all aspects of international relations. Improvement in their relations
could bring about Progress in the quest for solutions to almost all the crises in
the world, since there is evident interdependence between the accommodation of the
Super-Powers and overall developments in international relations.

For the first time it may appear that the dangerous spiral of the arms race
has ceased.

These processes are a consequence not only of direct relations between the
Super-Powers, but also of the awareness of the international community that
dialogue is inevitable. o )

What is the role and contribution of the policy of non-alignment and of the

Movement of Non-Aligned Countries in fostering such awareness? Since its incepticn

all other divisions in the world, For almost 30 years it has called upon the great
Powers to stop confrontation, proceed to negotiations and establish co-operation.
I think that we can say ti.at the ongoing positive processes affirm the

Principles of the policy of non-alignment.,
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The Conference of Foreign Ministers of the Non-Aligned Countries, held at the
beginning of this month in Nicosia, demonstrated the Movement's determination to
continue to exert an active influence on the development of international relations.

What of importance in the perception of the present-day world, in Yugoslavia's
view, came out of Nicosia?

First, in welcoming the rapprochement between the United States of America and
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the non-aligned countries continue at the
same time to draw attention to the serious problems standing in the way of this
process, and will, for these reasons, and in a desire further to promote and deepen
the climate of détente, do their best to ensure that the present atmosphere may be
maintained. The efforts that are being made, and the results achieved, should be
translated into a lasting and comprehensive process benefiting all countries and
peoples.

Secondly, super-Power bilateralism is a reality of our time. However, it does
not, of itself, ensure the settlement of world problems. Co-operation between the
Super-Powers is an absolute prerequisite; yet genuine and lasting solutions can be
achieved only with the participation of all interested parties.

The non-aligned countries are pPrepared to contribute actively and
constructively to the efforts aimed at resolving regional and global problems.

That was stated very eloquently the day before yesterday by our Chairman, the

President of the Republic of Zimbabwe, Mr. Robert Mugabe.*

*The President returned to the Chair.
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The successful initiatives taken recently by the United Nations have confirmed
its irreplaceabie role. The past year has testified tovthe fact that progress in
dealing with world crises is achievable through direct, or at least indirect,
United Nations involvement. It is of course a two-way process. The easing of
tension makes the great Powers more willing to rely on United Nations mechanisms.
This leaves room for the world Organization to take freer and more creative action
and for its Member States to put forward initiatives.

We should like to believe that the time is behind us when it wWas necessary to
fight attempts to marginalize the United Nations, and that the task ahead is to
focus our efforts on its even greater and more decisive participation in the
solution of world problems.

Although they constitute the majority in the United Nations, the non-aligned
countries have neither an interest in advocating majoriéy rule, nor the need to do
$o0. They realize that this is not a viable way to resolve problems.

The process of the adjustment of the United Nations to present needs and the
rationalization of its activities should be accelerated. At this Point, solving
the current financial problems of the United Nations and financing its future
impor tant under takings for peace is the mattef of the greatest urgency.

The world Organization is facing a number of challenges: to continue and
speed up the resolution of existing hotbeds of crisis and, perhaps even more
important, to initiate Steps in that direction in the areas where they are still
lacking.

It is also necessary to follow up and strengthan the Process of disarmament as
well as to start to deal‘with international economic problems.

After eight years of bloodshed the pecples of Iran and Irag can 1 sk to the

future with more confidence. Negotiations have replaced war.
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We hope that a just solution to the.conflict will be reached through the
consistent ana integral implementation of Security Council resolution 598 (1987 .
That is in the interest of those two countries, as well as of peace and security in
the region and beyond.

After so many years of illegal occupation by South Africa, Namibia is today
closer to becoming an independent and sovereign State, as envisaged by the United
Nations plan.

We welcome the Process of negotiations between Angola, Cuba and South Africa.
Ending the conflict in southern Africa and Namibia's accession to independence will
greatly contribute to security and co-operation in that region. We believe that
the end of the abhorrent system of apartheid - against which resolute interna;ional
action, including comprehensive sanctions, continues to be required - will then not
be far off.

Compliance with the Geneva Accords on Afghanistan, and their integral

implementation, are of the utmost importance if peace, independence, non-aligned

status and free development are to be assured to that country and its people.
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The constructive eéngagement of the various elements in the region raises the
hope that the people of Kampuchea, one of the founding members of the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries; will at long last enjoy their right to peace, independence
and Sovereignty of decision on their own destiny.

We also believe that continuance of the mission of good offices of the
Secretary-General and the resumption of the talks between the»two Cypriot
communities will bring about progress in resolving the probiem of Cyprus.

Similariy, we hope that, through the involvement of our Organization and the
countries of the region, the problem of Western Sahara will be solved in the near
future in accordance with the resolutions of the United Nations and of the
Organization of African Unity (OAU).

However, the improved atmosphere in the world has as yet had no effect on some
of the existing crises.

Implementation of the peace plan of the five Central American countries has

encountered serious difficulties ang obstacles. wWe must continue to support the

Palestinian people to enjoy their right to self-determination ang statehood.
Together with a large number of other countries, Yugoslavia supports the early
convening of an internationai conference, under United Nations auspices and with
the participation of ail parties directly concer ned, including the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO), the sole and legitimate representative of the
Palestinian People. This is the realistic way to bring about a comprehensive
solution to the Middle East crisis and to ensure that all countries of the region

may live in peace and security on their own territory,
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The broadest section of the international community demands that a new
momentum be added to the process of disarmament that has begun. This was
particularly highlighted at the third special session of the United Nations General
Assembly devoted to disarmament, at which, with stronger political will and greater
efforts, we could have achieved more. We hope, however, that the numerous
proposals put forward at that session, including those presented by Yugoslavia,
will be taken into account at the current session. Peace and security cannot be
anybody's monopoly, much less an exclusive right. The destiny of mankind is the
concern and responsibility of all of us alike.

If our aim is the complete elimination of nuclear arms, the conclusion of a
comprehensive nuclear-test ban is one of the most urgent tasks. Nuclear
disarmament is, of course, of priority importance. Yet other weapons should not be
overlooked. We consider that work on a chemical-weapons convention should be
completed with the utmost urgency.

The continuous sophistication, stockpiling and use of conventional weapons
explain tellingly why we demand the launching also of conventional arms
negotiations at the bilateral, regional and multilateral levels.*

I believe that the time is ripe for broad-based and well considered action by
all countries to promote improved international economic relations and
co-operation. The international community must not miss the historic oppo;tunity
offered by the trend of relaxation and negotiation. Top priority should be
accorded to the interrelated problems of debt, trade, finance, technology and

development,

* Mr. Van Lierop (Vanuatu), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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it is important to note that the debt problem of the developing countries is
increasingly Perceived as a most serious global probiem. There is agreement in
Principle that solutions should be sought through an agreed, development-oriented
Strateqy. Effective reduction of the level of indebtedness of the developing
countries would remove one of the major obstacles not only to their development but
also to expansion of the world eéconomy as a whole. We assess positively the
decisions of the Toronto summit concerning the debt of the least developed
countries. We hope that those decisions will prompt further action encompassing
broader aspects of debt problems.

The vicious circle in which the developing countries are locked with regard to
international trade has to be broken. The demand that debts should be duly repaid
cannot be met if restrictions are imposed on exports, which provide the sole source
of funds for debt servicing. We remain committed to the open multilateral trading
System, but we are increasingly convinced of the urgent need to eliminate the
fdlangerous anomalies that have accumulated with respect to it, A prerequisite for
the successful continuance and completion of the ongoing Uruguay Round of
multilateral trade nhegotiaticas is the cessation and rollback of protectionism and
consideration of new areas, such as services ang trade-related investment measures
and other measures in the context of development requirements.

The increasing attention being devoted to environmental problems is entirely
legitimate. There can be no progress without industrial ang technological
development, but it can be ensured only if the necessary timely protective measures

are taken. The very survival of the human race on a planet worthy of human beings

is in question.
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The continuing active involvement of the international community in the
pPromotion and protection of human rights is a prerequisite for any real
democratization of international relations and for safeguarding world peace. These
noble goals are no less threatened by the phenomenon of terrorism.

Whatever is undertaken in the world Organization should serve man in building
peacefully, and in freedom, the present and a better future. To that end the
Nicosia declaration states that the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries shouléd pursue
a policy of respect for, and promotion the attainment of, the rights of individuals
and peoples.

In addition to the work of this Organization, multilateralism is being
promoted through a number of in our opinion very useful forms of regional
co-operation. Through such co-operation the participating countries authentically

and directly express their preoccupations and aspirations.*

* Mr. Cordovez (Ecuador), Vice-President, took the Chair.,
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The very first meeting of the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Balkan
countries was held in Belgrade last February. 1t strengthened our belief that the
Balkan countries will make a signi ficant contribution to the processes of improving
international relations,

At the Vienna follow-up meeting of the Conference on Secur ity and Co-operation
in Europe, Yugoslavia, along with other non-aligned and neutral countries of

Europe, has been endeavour ing to bring about a Successful outcome of that meeting,

Unlike the times when freedom, independence and Peace were high ideals but an
almost Unattainable goal, genuine conditions are gradually being created now fof
'the establishment of a new international order that previous generations,
Particularly those who lived through the horrors of the two world wars, could only
have dreamed of.

The increasing interdependence is an objective basis for the reintegration of
the world, which js transforming itself from bipolar into multipolar so that it may
one day become genuinely Pluralistic., A singie and secure world is conceivable
only with the full Participation of all. For that reason we are rededicating
Qurselves with even greater enthusiasm to the fulfilment of the tasks facing the
United Nations, tasks which are Paving the way for a better and more just world
order, in which all the pParticipants will be able fully to pursue their national as
well as the common interests.

The dangerous injection of ideology into international relations and the
imposition of "eternal truths® seem to be gradually fading away. This facilitates

the endeavours to lay, step by Step, the foundations of a more secure angd stable
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future. Such a world coﬁld rot be based on the balance and domination of power and
on the exclusion of the majority of countries from the process of economic and
technological development. In our opinion, it should be based on the full
affirmation and implementatiqn of some principles and processes which are being
strengthened at the present time. They are: independence within increasing
interdependence; multipolarity instead of bipolarity of the world; pluralism of
socio-political systems, their co-existence and co-operation based on a footing of
equality; human rights as universal values; peaceful settlement of all conflicts
and disputes; universal participation in economic-technological development in the
interest of mankind.

All this means in actual fact the democratization of international relations,
that is, the participation of all countriss in dealing with and in resolving
international issues.

The necessary and, in our view, inevitable process of the world's future
integratidn can be based on those foundations. This implies the gradual
elimination of all the barriers that still divide the world today. Only in a world
integrated in that way can a solid two-track relationship exist between the
development of the world as a whole and the development of its component parts and
individuals ~ countries and people.

With full respect for the principles of freedom, independence and equality, we
should aspire towards a world in which not a single part will be left out of the
prosperous development. We still need the belief out of which our Organization was
born, so that, through the joint efforts of all, our visions may boecome a reality.
Viewed from today's perspective, this may appear to be an ideal the realiza“ion of
which seems uncertain and, in any case, to belong to the distant future.

Nevertheless, we believe that we must strive for that future.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The Assembly will now hear

AN address by the Prime Minister of Canada.

Mr, Brian Mulroney, Prime Minister of Canada, was escorted to the rostrum,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I have great pleasure in

welcoming the Prime Minister of Canada, His Excellency the Right Honourable
Brian Mulroney, and inviting him to address the General Asgsembly.

Mr . MULRONEY (Canada): Let me first congratulate Mr. Caputo on his

election as President of the General Asgsembly. His wisdom and experience will, I
believe, make this a Particularly pProductive session.

It is an honour to be here today speaking to the General Assembly of the
United Nations, the Ccrucible of human hope for peace in a troubled world. I
believe we_;re on the brink of a new age, one in which the differences that have
divided us are becoming less important than the dangers we must face together. 1¢
is a new age in which concrete acts that make our world more secure must and can be
matched by tangible commitments to reduce poverty in the developing world and
protect ocur common environment.

For two generations the world has lived in the shadow of nuclear war, but

today we meet at a time of significant achievement in arms control,

States of America and of General Secretary Gorbachev of the Soviet Union. They
have laid a foundation, ang we can now build upen it.

(spoke in French)

We can cut étrategic weapons. We can limit the Spread of nuclear weapons, We

can limit nuclear testing, and every step in this direction takes us closer to a
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comprehensive test ban. We must redouble our efforts to reach a treaty banning

chemical weapons,

In this respect, I welcome President Réagan's proposal for an early meeting of
the signatories of the Geneva Protocol on the prohibition of chemical weapons. We
must also control conventional weapons. Let us not forget that it is in
conventional wars that people are still dying today. I encourage this Assembly to

provoke and provide even more achievements in the field of disarmament.
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(continued in English)

progress of which Member nations could only have dreamed in the past.

In Afghanistan, the attempt to impose solutions by invasion and occupation has
failed, and the Soviet Union ig withdrawing its forces. The Uniteq Nations remains
heavily involved in the search for solutions. In the Gulf, no ocountry has been
able to impose its will by force. Representatives of the United Nations, including

500 Canadians, now patrol in peace where hundreds of thousands recently died in

Canada's role in these events is consistent with our long tradition - more
than four decades - of Peace-keeping, a :ole we have always willingly assumed.

Canada has participated in every United Nations peace-keeping force since its

has often been, because we believe it has assisted in bringing stability te

explosive regions of the world.,

pPeace., The award today of :he Nobel Peace Prize for peace~keeping is a splendid
tribute‘both to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and to those courageous
men and women from all countries who patrol the world's danger spots in the pursuit
of a durable peace. May I, on behalf of €veryone, offer the Secretary~General our
very sincere congratulations,

But not everywhere dc we see the progress we would wish, The vicious cycle of
fepression and violence is unbroken in South Africa. We all know the cause: the
massive and institutionalized violation of human rights called apartheid,
Internationally, pressure is increasing and ig having an impact. The entire world

finds apartheid repugnant: the whole world must now join forces to bring it to an
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end. Canada has taken sStrong measures on its own to rid our civilization of this
unique evil known as apartheid,

We are under no illusions about the effectiveness of our efforts alone, and so
we have actively pursued objectives in co-operation with other Governments,

especially in the Commonwealth and la Francophonie. From the outset we have

applied all the sanctions agreed to within the Commonweal th; we will continue to do
S0; and we will seek to broaden their application, increase their effectiveness and
encourage others to join in adopting and applying them.

Consistent with our policy of moving systematically and deliberately to
increase pressure on South Africa, our Government anncunced earlier this week
'SPecific New measures to tighten the ban on government contracts with South African
companies and a further ban on high technology, together with initiatives designed
to add practical Support to peaceful efforts to work against apartheid. Because of
threats to major development projects in the front-line States we intend to provide
assistance, in concert with others, to preserve these development initiatives,

The movement in favour of human dignity is ngw irreversible. There can be no
doubt that fundamental change will come to South Africa. The only questions are
when and how and at what cost in human life. We must make sure the answers come
Soon, and peacefully - and that a framework is preserved that will give rise to a
non-racial democratic South Africa. Only then will the children of Maridela know
the gifts that freedom brings.

(spoke in Prench)

The problems of the Middle East have Preoccupied thig Assembly since the
creation of the United Nations. Peaceful solutions have proved elusive, and in
their absence violence and extremism have increased. But that is an argument for

redoubled effort, not for despair.
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There is today growing support for a properly structured international
conference based cn Israel's right to exist and fecognition of the rights of
Palestinians. Canada believes that such a conferance can ptoyide a path towards
dialogue ang away from a situation that appears to promise litctle but further
suffering. |

Some regional dir nutes éontinue tc challenge our courage and imagination; but,
in just a short period of time, progress towards a more peaceful world has been
dramatic and deeply encouraging. Who would have Predicted a year ago that today
Soviet forces would be withdrawing from Afghanistan; that Vietnamese forces would
begin withdrawing from Cambodia; that United Nations Peace-keepers would be
patrolling the Iran-Irag border; that negotiations on Angola and on Western Sahara
would be starting to bear fruit; that the Secretary-General would be discussing the
independence of Namibia with the South African Government?

Those who have doubted both the value of multilateralism and the United
Nations surely must be reassessing their views today.

(continued in English)

The Secretary-General's fecent report on the work of this Organization is a
document which should insgire the deliberations of this Assembly.

In this dawning hope for peace, the path we ought to take is clear. It is
towards conciliation and not confrontation between East and West. It is towards
Co~operation and generosity, not recriminaticn and rigidity, in Nor th-Scuth
rtelations. It is towards negotiaticn, not warfare, in regional disputes. It is
bowar§s implementation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted
40 years ago.

We must give hope to those who today find their rights to free expression

silenced by gunfire. We must provide sustenance to the flame of liberty in all
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tegions where fundamental rights are being abused. We must reinforce the role of
the Security Council in the pursuit of peacemaking and pPeace-keeping around the
world. It can be done, but only with the help of everyone in this Assembly.

For 4o generations the arms race, regiona. disputes and the threat of nuclear
annihilation have been a central preoccupation of the United Nations, and so they
will remain. But I believe that we are at a point in history when we must devote
significantly more Political energy to problems other than security, problems
Perhaps just as important but until now accorded a somewhat lower priority.

I want to speak specifically about the twin challenges of severe poverty and
our endangered environment. I believe we shall not have true security until these
problems have been successfully resolved.

These issues were high on the agendas of the summit meetings chaired last year

by Canada - from the Commonwealth and l1a Francophonie to the Economic Summit

Meeting in Toronto. At these meetings I found a growing conviction among national
leaders that these problems can and must be tackled, and must be dealt with before .
the end of. this century. These problems command the same priority here in the
United Nations.

Poverty undermines security., It compromisges equality. It denies hope.‘ Today
it is estimated that at least one billion people live in absolute poverty. They
are hungry, They are often sick. They are uneducated. They die young.

Alleviating poverty must be given a new priority on national and international
agendas. We must work to achieve social justice for the poorect of our world and
economic growth which does not destroy our magnificent environment.

At Toronto the leaders of the major industrialized countries renewed their
commi.tnent to work towards continued growth for the benefit of both the

industrialized and,particularlx the developing countries.



NR/AP A/43/PV.11
60

{Mr, Mulroney, Canada)

We are also working towards a trading system which is more open and more
beneficial to all nations. I believe it will be strengthened bilaterally, as in

the Canada-United States Free Trade Agreement, the largest commercial agreement in

the history of two-way trade.
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It can alsc be strengthened regicnally, as in the Association of South-East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and in Europe as 1992 approaches.

(spoke in French}

It must be strengthened, too, through the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT) and multilateral talks such as the Uruguay Round of trade
negotiations. Progress in those talks is essential at the GATT mid-term review %o
be held in Montreal this December.

Increased development assistance, especially to the pocrest countries, is
another imperative. Canada has just conpleted a review of its of ficial development
assistance policy. We have reset our bearings to improve the quality and increase
the quantity of the help we give, to recognize the special role of women in
development and to concentrate on the poorest people in the poorest countr ies,

That is why Canada has completely written off the official development assistance
debts of a large number of countries. It is surely reasonable that loans given for
development purposes should not be allowed to become hindrances to that same
develuvpment. None of this is altruism. A1l countries, North and South, rich and
poor, have an equal stake in a world in which wealth must be more equitably

shared. That is why our assistance programme is now composed entirely of grants.
We have affirmed that Canadian assistance will continue to increase to reach the
target of 0.6 pPer cent of gross national product by 1995 and the desired

0.7 per cent target by the year 2000 - now less chan 12 years away.

{continued in English)

I can best illustrate the importance that we attach to the United Nations by

pointing out that Canada is the fourth largest contributor to the United Nations

system. Most of its contr ibutions are directed towards development assistance,

But Canadians generally feel that more could and should be done.
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Africa is a very special case. Canada has taken seriously its
responsibilities under the United Nations Programme for Afriecan Economic Recovery
and Development 1986-1990., 1In 1586-1987, Canada disbursed a tctal of almost
81 billion in Africa, through all channels, multilateral, bilateral and
non-governmental. Nearly half of our bilateral assistance will be directed to
Africa over the next five years. But poverty in Africa and elsewhere cannot be
ended solely through trade and help from developed countries, although these are
vital parts of any effective interrational programme. It will require as well
sound national economic and develcopment strategies, and the Governments of the
developing countries have a very direct responsibility to their own pecple to
achieve substantial progress.

(spoke in French)

I have said that we must devote the energies freed by greater security to two
equally pressing problems. One is poverty; the other is environmental protection.
The world is facing an environmental crisis of unparallelled magnitude. Nature is
sending us an urgent message that we ignore at our peril. The signs of this crisis
are all around uss shor tages of timber, exhausted soil, desertification, depleted
fish stocks, seals dying in the North Sea, beluga whales washing ashore in the
St. Lawrence River in Canada itself, Some even maintain that we have reached the

point where the survival of mankind is at risk.

Minister Brundtland, has said that the threat to our environmental security is

"second only to nuclear war", How that we have lessened the likelihood of global
nuclear war, we face invasion by rising seas, polluted air and encroaching deserts,
There is a growing awareness that the environment, the economy and human

heal th are inextricably linked.
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(continued in English)

At the same time as we in the North suffer the effects of our industrial
society's lack of regard for the environment, the South suffers from the
environmental degradation engendered by pPoverty, by population growth and by
pressure for immediate economic development,

Destruction of the rain forest in Brazil, deforestation in sub-Saharan Africa
and the pollution of drinking water in the sprawling cities of the developing world
are the consequences, the simple, direct and inevitable consequences, of people in
poverty seeking the simple means to survive. Without improved development
opportunities they cannot be expected to do other than search for fuél, shelter and
livelihcod as best they can. We must help them, with their co-operation and

friendship, to Protect these precious resources. We require a new era of econcmic

water we drink.

An aboriginal elder in Canads, speaking to a Canadian Gover nment commiss ion,
said it best:

"We did not inherit the Earth - we only hold it in trust for our children."

In a world in which rivers and winds cannot be contained by laws or borders it
is clear that domestic initiatives by themselves are inadequate. Canadians know all
about this, our economy, as well as our environment, is being damaged daily by

acid rain. We have taken important internal measures to address the preblen. We

within specific time-frames. But acid rain is not limited to one nation or one

continent: it is an international problem and it demands, I believe, a viable
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international solution. The greennouse effect, the deterioration of the ozone
layer and the disposal of toxic wastes are causes for legitimate concern both here
and around the world.

{spoke in French)

I am encouraged by the strong emphasis given to the environment by others in
this year's debate. Problems of environmental protection require strengthened
international co-operation, and the United Nations has a key role to play.

As with security issues, important action has been initiated. The signature a
year ago in Montreal of the Protoool on the protection of the ozone layer is a
landmark example of what nations working together can accomplish. I urge all
States which haQe not yet done so to sign and ratify the Protocol without delay.
The increasingly urgent question of global warming and climate change received
ser ious attention at the International Conference on the Changing Atmosphere in
Toronto last June. Our geal should be an international framework convention for
the protection of the atmosphere by 1992,

We applaud the work of the United Nations Environment Programme in developing
a global convention on the trans-frontier movements of hazardous wastes. We hope
that it will be ready for signature by Member States next year. This powerful

momentum must be maintained and even strengthened. oOther steps are needed.

(continued in Engl ish)

Canada is supporting a feasibility study on a world conservation bank to work
in concert with the World Bank. Canada is asking the World Bank at its annual
meeting in West Berlin to strengthen the integration of environmental concerns into

the design and implementation of its own projects.
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Canada fully supports the holding of an environmental summit at the Heads of
Government level. Canada urges all corporations and international industrial and
trade associations to develop, strengthen and vigorously apply environmental codes
of conduct.

Obviously, wealthier nations have to offer more assistance and greater support
to help developing countries achieve growth which does not destroy their
environment. And for that reason, the Canadian International Development Agency
makes environmental protection one of its criteria for development projects.

I want to announce today that Canada will establish a centre which will
promote internationally the concept of environmentally sustainable development.
This centre will be located in Winnipeg, Manitoba, and will work closely with the
United Nations Environmen: Programme and other like-minded international
institutions and organizations,

Canada strongly Supports the call for a United MNations conference on
sustainable development in 1992.

The global challenges we face are great, but we are proving that they can be
met and that they can be resolved.

Mankind is not destined to destroy itself. War is not inevitabie. Poverty
can be alleviated. The environment can be preserved. Injustices can be redressed.

The United Nations is not and never will be - ever - a per fect institution,
But in the last few years the United Nations has proved that it can make needed
reforms and emerge as a stronger and more effective body. We must continue to
improve this irreplaceable Organization. Our citizens will judge the United
Nations not by the rhetor ic of which we are capable, but by the actions that we
have achieved in the past and of which are capable again in the future, by our

practical successes in working together.
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An immunization programme that saves children's lives in a developing nation

of the profound and ongoing value of an institution that treats its Members on a
basis of equality and mutual respect. Because now, as the international political
Climate improves, the United Nations can play the role intended in the Char ter,

Lester Pearson, a great Canadian statesman who was present at the creation of
this Organization, once observed that the United Nations is the "living symbol of
our interdependence, and embodies that emerging sense of international community,
going beyond nation and region, which alone can save us in this nuclear age",

The United Nations, in my judgement and in the judgement of my Government,
‘reflects the vision of our predecessors and the hope for our children.

The agenda be fore the United Nations is compelling, and the choices are
clear: to Mmanage the irresistible forces of change that swirl about us; to
‘acknowledge the intimate interdependence of our world and of the issues before us;

to ensure a more peaceful, more Prosperous, more humane world, a world in which the

all nations - aji nations without exception ~ have the legitimate hope for greater
economic and social justice, understanding as we all must that there is but one

Earth for us to preserve for all of our children,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): on behalf of the General

Assembly, I wish to thank the Prime Minister of Canada for the important Statement

he has just made.

Mr. Brian Mulroney, Prime Minister of Canada, was escorted from the rostrum,
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the people and the Government of the Republic of Cuba, and on my own behalf, I
should like at the outset to express our warmest congratulations to you,

Mr. President, on your election to the presidency of the forty-third session of the
General Assembly.

I am all the more pleased by your election, first, because you represent a
sister Latin American nation that has repeatedly demonstrated its devotion to
sovereignty and independence, a nation to which we are united by historical bonds
of understanding and fraternity and secondly, because of our close, long=-standing
friendship, which will be further strengthened by this session of our world
Organization.

We are certain that on this occasion you will once again demonstrate your high
qualities as a statesman, and for its part the Cuban delegation commits itself to
making every effort for the success of this forty-third session and the attainment
of world peace and the development of all peoples of the world.

Last year, in this very forum, we said that, the great prevailing difficulties
notwi thstanding, we were living in a time of encouraging expectations, because the
triumphalist ascendancy of the Reagan Administration had been checked and was on
the wane. The activity of major international organizaticns had been strengthened,
and a climate favourable to negotiations prevailed in Europe, Central America,
southern Africa, Afghanistan and South-East Asia.

The facts of history and the efforts of the forces that cherish peace and
progress have driven the obscurantist tendencies in international relations into
total bankruptcy. Such tendencies seemed to be driving us to the brink of insanity
and holocaust at the beginning of this decade. Such ideas, which had arqued that a
nuclear war was winnable and which advocated the theory of military superiority as

a means of ensuring equilibrium and peace, are already losing ground,
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There is a growing rejection of measures - such as the so-called strategic

defence initiative ~ that could lead to an arms race and enhance the possibilities

of the total destruction of our planet.
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A new and effective form of international relations is evolving, one based on
dialogue, understanding and the negotiated settlement of conflicts that for years
have hung over the world and been bringing our nations ever nearer to the brink of
a cataclysm of incalculable proportions.

The adoption of significant disarmament agreements between the two main
nuclear Powers is not only a contribution to the attainment of world peace and
international security for present and future generations; it enables us to
envisage the release, within a reasonable time, of significant resources for the
development of all nations and to help overcome the effects of the world economic
crisis now threatening.

The efforts of the Soviet Union and other peace-loving progressive forces are
beginning to bear fruit. Thus, we warmly welcome the Moscow meeting between
General Secretary Gorbachev and President Reagan; we welcome the agreements reached
there and the way in which they are being implemented. We believe this represents
a major step towards disarmament, but it must be developed and supplemented. At
Reykjavik, Comrade Mikhail Gorbachev proposed working on a draft agreement to
reduce strategic weapons by no less than 50 per cent and to eliminate them
completely before the end of this century; that proposal is still pending.

Although it is clear that we are moving towards a process of change, much
remains to be done and positions that should be abandoned are still being taken.

An example of this was the third special session of the Generai Assembly devoted to
disarmament, which tock place this year. Renewed efforts by non-aligned, socialist
and neutral nations to achieve agreements compatible with the new times that seem
to be emerging in the field of disarmament ran into the irrational stance of those
who stubbornly refuse to countenance the Assembly taking anything beyond - 1e and

general decisions. Such an irresponsible attitude must be condemned.
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However, if the changes we are trying te bring about in international
relations in oyr quest for full justice and equity do not go beyond disarmament
measures, if they are not aimed at promoting the urgent sclution of the problems
afflicting the économies of the third world and the establishment of a neyw
internationai economic order, then those changes - despite the glinmers of hope we
discern - wil) be incomplete. To under stangd my country's position, it suffices to
remember the words spoken recently at Quito, Ecuador, by President Fidel Castro:

"But the world's problems are not only problems of nuclear weapons and
the threats of nuclear war that have unfortunately existed; there still remain
other terrible problems for millions of people in the world, such as

underdevelopment, Poverty. hunger, and lack of education and health".

die in the third world is greater than that of all those who died in the genocidal

nuclear bombing of Hiroshima at the end of the Second world War,

Under the present circumstances, according to data from the United Nations
Children's Fung (UNICEF), one in four children is suffering from malnutrition; four
in five children in rural areas do not have access to running water or adequate

sanitary facilitiess two in five children between the ages of six and 11 do not go
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to school; and four in five children have no access to modern medical care. These
facts must cry out to our conscience.

On Monday, 26 September, President Reagan said farewell to us. But before he
addressed us we had already said farewell to his policy of confrontation and war;
more than saying farewell, we had deteated it. The international community said no
to attempts to drive the world towards nuclear holocaust and stated its
determination to move towards peace, disarmament, independence and development.

President Reagan devoted several paragraphs of his statement tn Cuba, in which
he confirmed his well-known ignorance of the facts of today's world, of their
historical background and even of the most basic geographical facts. For that
reascn we shall not reply to his statement so much as correct it, setting out the
facts as they truly are and calling for respect for the truth.

President Reagan tried to distort the results of the meeting of the Commission
on Human Rights held last March at Geneva to fit his own desires, though at that
meeting he was defeated thanks to member countries' respect for the purposes of the
Commission.

Cuba is proud of its record in the field of human rights, and after defeating
those Yankee manceuvres we invited a delegation from the Commission on Human Rights
to visit our country and observe the human rights situation there.

The situation today is very different from that of 30 years ago, when we were
under United States neo-colonial domination and when the Yankee ambassador served
as a pro-Consul who handed down orders to the sitting Presidents. Now, illiteracy
has disappeared; life expectancy has risen from 55 to 74 years; infant mor tality
has declined from 60 to 13 deaths per thousand 1ive births; the epidemic diseases
that once claimed the largest number of victims have been eradicateds

poliomyelitis, tuberculosis, and other such diseases have been wiped out. Wwhere we
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had 20,000 universicy students we now have more than 300,000, Where we had
30 per cent unemployment, all Cubans of working age ¢ . exercise their right to
work.

There remain counter-revolutionar ies imprisoned in Cuba. That is only
natural, because the 30 Years since the triumph of our revolution have been years
of our pPeople's wictor ious struggle against the constant aggression of successive
United States Governments, especially that of the Reagan Administration.

For tunately, those in the employ of Cuba's eremies ~ agents of the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) and other services - have failed in their attempts and
have been sent to prison., 1In prison they receive humane treatment and their human
rights are fespected. There has never been an instance of torture or mis treatment
not a single prisoner has disappeared.

President Reagan also ignored the facts when he Spoke of the situation in
southern Africa. He persisted in his failed policy of support for the hateful
apar theid régimes he tried to equate the South African invader troops with the
Cuban internationalist combatants who went to Angola 13 years ago at the behest of
the Angolan pPeople to drive back the racist invader troops. But President Reagan

does not even seem to read the newspapers. How else are we to understand his

should apply first of all to Cuban troops? couth African troops have already

withdrawn from Angola, after suffering defeat at Cuito Cuanavale.
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The withdrawal of South african troops from Namibia is an obligation deriving
from resolution 435 (1978) and is being called for by the international community.,
The Cuban internationalist combatants will withdraw, as has been stated, pursuant
to a decision taken by Angcla and Cuba,

Constsuctive engagement has been useful in prolonging the existerce of the
hateful apartheid régime, extending by 10 years South Africa‘’s illegal occupation
of Namibia. However, it was unable to prevent the failure of the invasion launched
by the South African racists against the People's Republic of Angola. 1In southern
Africa in 1988 we have witnessed significant developments which give rise to hope
that we shall see achieved some of the objectives pursued by the countries in the
region will be achieved - namely, the independence of Namibia on the basis of
Security Council resolution 435 (1978), adopted by the Council exactly 10 years
ago, and the provision of safequards for the berders of the People's Republic of
Angola.

Within the framework of the quadripartite talks, which involve the joint
delegation of the People's Republic of Angola and the Republic of Cuba, the
delegation of the Republic of South Africa and the delegation of the United States,
acting as mediator, several meetings have been held in which the problems in the
region have been dealt with in extensive discussions and Principles have been
established for the political settlement of the problems affecting the region.

In this context, in Brazzaville, following the seventh round of quadripartite

435 (1978), on the independence of Namibia. It is g fortunate coincidence that
this is occurring exactly 10 years after the adoption of resolution 435 (1978). we
trust that very shortly Namibia will become independent and take its seat as the

160th Member State of the United Nations,
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In this context we reaffirm once again the existence o indestructible links
between Cuba and the People's Republic of Angola, its Government and its people,
They have been strengthened by the blcod shed by Cubans ang Angolans in the
Struggle for the freedom and sovereignty of that sister nation. Cuba is not
seeking a military victory. Cuba has no intention or desire to humil iate anyone.
It is inspired simply by the desire to make its modest contribution to the
Preservation of Angola's independence, to the progress of the negotiations on
Namibia and to the attainment of peace and Security in that part of Africa.
Consequently, Cuba is prepared to continue these consultations and looks forward to
a successful conclusion, although it is aware of the obstacles and difficulties
that stiil have to be overcome and the time and effort that this will entail.

We reaffirm our unwaver ing sclidarity with the Namibian patriots, led by the
South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) , and the Scuth African patriots,
Lepresented by the African National Congress (ANC). We support their resolute
struggle against oppression. The security of the other front-line States should
similarly be guaranteed, thus checking the aggressive behaviour of the South
African régime.

Particular attention should be paid to the position of Mc. Nelson Mandela,
whose release from a pPrison in South Africa has become a matter of universal
concern. From this rostrum we congratulate him on his seventieth bir thday and
reaffirm the steadfast Support of the Government and people of Cuba for him and his
cause, which, with the whole of mankind, we share.

The negetiating process which began recently with a view to ending the
Iran-Iraq war is also showing encouraging signs, notwithstanding the difficulties
involved. That war, which shoulg never have broken out, must come to an end, not

merely because of the benefits to both peoples that would result from peace and
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national reconstruction, both peoples, but alsc because this would be in the
interests of non-aligned unity and world peace. Furthermore, stopping the war
between the two nations would put an end to the imperialist presence in the Gulf,
which must also be uprooted. Those naval forces are not acting as guarantors of
beace; rather they are a source of tension and a threat to the independence of the
States in the region,

In Central America there were hopes that peace would be reached under the
Esquipulas agreements and the Sapoca talks. Such prospects, however, have run into
the stubbornness ang arrogance of the imperialists. The renewed efforts of the
Government of Nicaragua, the Contadora Group and its Support Group in the search
for a just angd honourable peace in the region deserve recognition,

More than a year has passed since these peace initiatives were launched by the
five Central American Presidents. They have not yet borne fruit, however, owing to
the manoeuvres of those forces interested in impeding their implementation and
pursuing a policy of aggression, destabilization ang blockade against the
Government of Nicaragua. The situation in Central America calls for prudence,
wisdom and firm Support from the international community in order to prevent a
further escalation of the dirty war directed against Nicaragua, to achieve a
negotiated political solution to that regional conflict and to ensure the economic
reconstruction of the region. We should also support the peace efforts being made
by the Contadora Group and itsg Support Group. We must reject every attempt to
exclude them from the negotiating process. Furthermore, a process of negotiating
should be ensured for El Salvador and Guatemala, with the indispensable
participation of those who were compelled to resort to armed struggle to achieve

what they were denied by law and democracy.
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Cuba reaffirms its full solidarity with the Government and people of Nicaragua
and reaffirms Nicaragua's Scvereign right to decide its own destiny free from any
form of interference.

We welcome with healthy Latin Amer ican and Caribbean pPride the honourable
example set by the Panamanian people, which has rejected and defeated all the
imperialist acts of aggression, blockades and threats directed against it, thereby
demonstrating the enormous Strength of a people united in defence of its
Sovereignty and independence.

We cannot fail to welcome also the significant agreements teached in Geneva
with regard to Afghanistan, which are a Scurce of satisfaction to us. The new
situation which that Asian nation currently faces calls for renewed and continuing
endeavours by all the parties and by the international community as a whole to
bring about the speedy implementation of agreements, to ensure respect for the
sSovereignty and territorial integrity of Afghanistan and to enable all obstacles to
the attainment of Peace in that region to be overcome. Cuba fully supports the
Republic of Afghanistan in the Gifficult and comple: process of national
reconciliation,

We welcome the negotiating efforts being made by the States of Indo-China in
order to achieve the long-desired peace in South-East Asia, the constructive and
flexible dialogue among the countries of the region and the initiative taken by the
Chairman of the Non-Aligned Movement in his effarts to contribute to a negotiated
solution. In this context, we reiterate our full Support for the policy of
national recoﬁciliation formulated by the People's Republic of Kampuchea. These
develqpments Lepresent a source of hope in a climate fraught with dramatic
potential.

The ministerial Conference of non-~aligned countries met in Nicosia, the

beautiful, warm capital of Cyprus, just a few days ago. The successful discussions
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at that Conference, the fraternal, constructive atmosphere during the talks and the

presence of almost all member States of the Movement. with delegations mostly led
by their Foreign Ministers, was unequivocal proof of the progress made by our

Movement and evidence of its growing unity and capacity for action.
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In Cyprus we reiterated our call for struggle for peace and development. We
welcomed the progress made in the negotiations on disarmament and at the same time
warned that acts of aggression were still persisted and that solidarity and
encouragement should be given to the peoples of the world in their struggles.

We agreed to meet next year in Belgrade ~ where the first non~aligned summit
was held in 1961 - for the ninth summit conference of Heads of State or Government
in order to strengthen further the decisive role we should play in the defence of
peace and the furtherance of development.

Last year we reaffirmed that the United Nations should contribute with all its
influence to the attainment of Peace and the political resolution of conflicts and
disputes among nations. Today we are witnessing a resurgence of the United Nations
contribution, and very particularly that of its Secretary-Ceneral, Mr. Javier Pérez
de Cuéllar. He has been responsible for much in the way of resolving many of these
regional conflicts. We have noted with satisfaction that the achievements of the
United Nations thisg year have helped put an end to the theories proclaiming the
death of multilateralism and the ineffectiveness of the United Nations. The United
Nations has done this by meeting its obligations under the Charter.

The situation in Latin America and the Caribbean is both promising and
pPotentially dangerous. It is Promising because of the sustained progress made in
the political and social realms in our continent, because of the growing awareness
of shared problems and because of the growing unity in a spirit of pluralism that
has not been impeded by the natural differences of ideology, wealth or territorial
extension among the countries in our region. The future of this continent will be
bright if Latin America and the Caribbean succeed in exercising unity and cohesion,
if we are able to take advantage of the legacy left us by our predecessors, that
is, Bolivar, San Martin, O'Higgins, Sucre, Juarez and Marti; if we succeed in

ldentifying our common problems and in finding shared solutions; in short, if we
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are able to undertake a real endeavour at integration, in diversity, taking
advantage of al1 those features that bring us closer together rather than reserting
to those that divide us.

The informal dialogue of foreign ministers of Latin American and Car ibbean
countries held recently in Caracasg represented encouraging evidence of a growing
and Necessary unity and of the urgent need for integration and co-operation, It
showed that our united voice is strong and to be heard wherever integrationist
tendencies are on the rise.

Cuba will do everything in its power to contr ibute to this process of Latin
American and Car ibbean unity, co-operation and integration.

Democracy has pProgressed in Latin America and the Caribbean, Dictatorial
régimes are more isolated than ever, rejected by both their own peoples and the
Latin American and Car ibbean community. We are confident that e shall be able to
manage our future collectively for the benefit of our peoples.

However , we also said that Latin America is faced with a potentially dangerous
situation, as hazardous as that facing the other countries of the third world. The
international economic crisis has produced intolerable repercussions. It has
stirred up an unbridled and spiralling decline in the living standards of our
peoples with the pProgressive erosion of our economies, the Wwor sening "of injustice
and unequal relations with the industrialized countries of the West, Fur thermore,
in recent Years the arms race and its almost geometric growth have made the
Prospects of development even More uncertain and an ever greater amount of
resources has been used that could otherwise have been employed to alleviate the
effects of the crisis.

The difficult path we have had to trace in the 14 years since the adoption of
the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New

International Economic Order by the General Assembly at its sixth special session



JWi/18 A/43/PV. 11
83

{Mr. Malmierca Peoli, Cuba)

has become increasingly uncertain. This has shown the serious nature of the
problems we face and the need for urgent solutions.

The phenomena which have traditionally affected international economic
relations, in particular those involving the developed capitalist countries, on the
one hand, and the third world, on the other, continue to worsen and to make the
Plight of billions of human beings unprecedentedly hopeless. Protectionism, the
difficulties encountered by third world countries in the export of commodities and
in getting access to markets, together with the unequal terms of trade, the dumping
and the external debt constitute scourges which have plunged a large number of
countries into an economic crisis, a "crisis for existence®, the solution of which
requires a major restructuring of the world economy and of its operating procedures.

This is one of the great paradoxes of our time. While we are witnessing
encouraging signs of progress in international political relations, progress in
terms of disarmament and a tendency to resolve many local conflicts, at the same
time the economic plight of the underdeveloped countries is becoming increasingly
worse. While the major capitalist countries Powers agree to hold negotiations on

matters pertaining to war and peace, they still refuse to hold compr ehens ive

Do they not realize that, no matter how much they pursue security, security
will be incomplete as long as an economic gap continues to exist between one group
of nations and another, and indeed continues to widen?

A new international economic order continues to be our goal. 1In recent years
we have Fepeatedly heard views questioning its validity in present circumstances.
We do not agree with such views. How could one seriously and responsibly arque
that an instrument that has never been implemented has ceased to be valid? 1Is it

that the conditions that have brought it about have already disappeared?
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Of all the phenomena to which we have referred, the spiralling external debt
of our countries has had the most ser ious impact and may potentially be the most
dangerous for the political, economic and social stability of \ast sectors of the
wor 14,

We have recognized over and over again that the external debt of third world
countries is a political issue and should be approached as such and that all the
parties involved - debtors, creditors, banks and financial institutions - should
pool their efforts.

We need to find a speedy solution to this problem. We have recognized a
number of factors which link such a solution to the search for answers to other
problems affecting third world economies. However, a debt that exceeds $1 *rillion
is not something to be simply recognized or dealt with in terms of theoretical
assumptions. Our countries have been concerned for far too long with poverty,
hunger, illiteracy, inadequate health services and the desire for equality and
justice.

The recent fourteenth Latin Amer ican Council of the Latin American Economic
System decided to convene a regional conference on external debt. Everyocne agrees
on the fact that it is unpayable and uncollectable. We need to develop a
comprehensive strategy for tackling the debt problem; we need to take a new
approach. Several years ago President Fidel Castro proposed a formula with which
this General Assembly is very familiar. We strongly believe in the accuracy and
force of his argument and, indeed, it has been borne out by events of recent years.

We are entering a new decade. We should work for a new millennium of peace
and coexistence in the 1990s, with a new and positive form of international
relations as opposed to the attitudes and policies that prevailed in the 1980s.
Aggression must give way to good-neighbourliness among nations. The use of force

should be replaced by consultations and dialegue. Policies of coercion should
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yield to negotiations for the protection of mutual interests. Unequal terms of
trade should give way to a just and equitable international commerce. The obsolete
mechanism based on Bretton Woods should yield to a new international monetary

system which would eliminate overt or covert exploitation.
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The process which is now beginning for the United Nations Fourth Development
Decade could offer a suitable framework for these objectives. Those who illegally
possess the world's wealth currently "have the floor". They are the ones that have
to demonstrate wisdom and genuine concern for the fate of the world; otherwise, it
will fall into a state of collapse fraught with unforeseeable consequences.

In this connection, we welcome the endeavours of the South Commission and,
particularly, the results of its meeting in Mexico. We believe that such
institutions may be very useful in raising world consciousness about the need for
development and providing new ideas for solving the most pressing problems of the
third world. We are particularly pleased to see that this Commission is presided
over by Mr. Julius Nyerere, an outstanding contemporary political figure and one of
the eminent leaders of African independence.

We note with satisfaction that the Conference on the Indian Ocean will be
convened in 1995. We should build our collective determination so that by the time
the Conference starts that region will have been freed from military pressures and
will have becore a zone of peace. We believe that the new course we are beginning
to see developing in international relations may represent a decisive contribution
to the attainment of a climate conducive to the demilitarization of the region,

We reaffirm our support for the sister republics of Korea and express our
solidarity with their aspirations for reunification and for the total withdrawal of
United States occupation forces from the southern peninsula. We trust that we
shall shortly have the delegation of a united Korea in the United Nations.

We also express our support for the legitimate desires of Cyprus, a
non-aligned country to which we are linked by ties of close friendship. We call

for preservation of its independence, sovereignty, national unity, territorial
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integrity and non-aligned status. We also welcome the talks between
Tepresentatives of the Greek Cypriot and the Turkish Cypriot communities, We
Support the convening of an international conference on Cyprus under the auspices
of the United Nations,

In the present international circumstances, we should increase our efforts to
Put an end to the wandering life of the Palestinian people, w#ho are subjected to
unparalieled outrages on their native land. The response of the Palestinian people
to Zionist abuse hag been a national pPopular uprising waich since its beginning
last December has marked the start of a new phase in the long struggle waged by the
Palestinian people against foreign colonization and domination.

We reaffirm our support for the holding of an international peace conference
on the Middle East with equal participation by all parties to the conflict,
including the Palestine Liberation Organization, the sole legitimate representative

of the Palestinian pPecple. We reaffirm our conviction that there can be no

their non-aligned status. We Support the call for the withdrawal of Moroccan
troops andg administration from the territory of western Sahara and for the
establishment of an independent and sovereign Sahraoui state.

We continue to Support Bolivia's just claim for direct and Practical access to

the sea, a right supported by the countries of Latin America and the Car ibbean.
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We Support Argentina's claim of sovereignty over the Malvinas Islands. We
reiterate our solidarity with Madagascar and its claims over the Malagasy islands
of Glorieuses, Juan de Nova, Europa and Bassas da India. We alsc support the
aspirations of Comoros to regain sovereignty over Mayotte.*

Other vestiges of colonialism also remain in Guam, Bermuda, the Cayman
Islands, East Timor, Gibraltar, New Caledonia, Anguilla, Pitcairn, Montserrat, the
British Virgin Islands, the United States Virgin Islands, the Turks and Caicos
Islands and elsewhere. We cannot disregard the attempts to prevent the
independence and sovereignty of so-called Micronesia.

Cuba is still suffering from illegal occupation of its territory by the United
States naval base in Guantanamo, which remains there against the wishes of our
People and Government, in violation of the most basic norms of international law,
However, the day will come when we shall exercise sovereignty throughout our
territory.

Since the end of the last century, Puerto Rico has remained under the yoke of
the most powerful colonial system of our century. It is the steadfast duty of the
Cuban revelution, which liberated its own pecple from shackles, to contribute to
the independence of Puerto Rico, as Jose Marti stated when he founded the Cuban
Revolutionary Party almost 100 years ago, and prevent Puerto Rican soil from being
used for the launching of continued aggression against other States of the regiom.

The General Assembly is duty-bound to continue to endeavour to promote the
exercise of the inalienable right of peoples to self-determination; to

independence; to sovereignty over their natural resources; to free economic and

* Mr. Dlamini (Swaziland), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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social development; to defence of their traditions, languages and cultural
identities; and to demand the removal of military bases from their sea ang their
soil.

The world is now facing the dilemma of peace or war. We have no right o
disregard the appeals of our peoples. We must be prepared to live in peacg. We
must create the machinery that will enhance and strengthen confidence and security

among nations, as well as peaceful ccexistence and productivity,.

generations of the next millenium will fuel proud of the heritage left to them by
their Predecessors. That is our goal,

Mr. NGUZA KARL i BOND (zaire) (interpretation from French): The

forty-third session of the United Nations General Assembly has elected

Mr. Dante Caputo to Preside over its work as President. Accordingly, on behalf of
my delegation, I should like to extend to him, in these happy circumstances, our
most sincere and warmest congratulations.

2aire, which Co-operated very closely with Mr. Peter Florin, President of the
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To the Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar - a tireless pilgrim in
the service of international peace and security - my delegation extends all its
gratitude for having found time, despite his many international obligations, to
make an official visit to Zaire from 16 to 18 February 1988, in order to become
personally acquainted with the facts about My country and its people. The people
of Zaire as a whole were able to appreciate the significance of this official
visit, which foliowed logically on those made earlier by the late Dag Hammarskjdld
and the late U Thant during the crucial period of our history.

Thus today Zaire is able, more than any other country, to appreciate the cost
of the peace, so dearly won thanks to the determination of the United Nations to
strengthen our independence and ensure our unity.

The many successes that have been achieved so brilliantly by our
Sicretary-General in the peaceful settlement of some international conflicts of the
Present time demonstrate the effectiveness and the relevance of his action and also
enable us fully to appreciate his great talents as a superb diplomatic and a
skilled negotiator. The Nobel Peace Prize awarded today to the United Nations
Peace-keeping forces is indeed moving and eloguent proof of the contr ibution our
international Organization is making to the cause of international peace and
security.

May I say how happy the delegation of my country, 2aire, is to find itself
once again here at this international gathering, the greatest forum of all times,
which we all regard as the conscience of the world. We, the representatives of
peoples, Governments, States and various communities, are given another opportunity
to think aloud, together, about the situation of the human race.

A feature of the present international situation is the resolve of the
majority of States to settle their disputes by pc. =ful means, as provided for in

Article 33 of the United Nations Charter.
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Thus, the Organization is continuing to play its primary role in the
maintenance of international pPeace and security. It now has increased impor tance
as the universally recognized body seeking, through negotiation, inquiry,
mediation, conciliation or any other peaceful means, solutions to the conflicts
pitting Member States one against the other. The relaxation of tension in, inter
alia, Afchanistan, Democratic Kampuchea, the Persian Gulf and Western Sahara,
thanks to action taken by the United Nations - symbol ized by its
Secretary-General - and with the valuable support of the iwo Super~Pcwer s, whose
interests seem to be converging, is a tangible example of that,

These far-reaching changes that are progressively taking pPlace hold the
promise that relations of trust will develop between BEast and West, and we hope
that this wil1l help to strengthen North-South relations as well.

Recently the international community has been witnessing a more or less
positive development in regazrd to conflicts in the world. 1Indeed, the efforts made
by the Security Council that led to the adoption of resolution 598 (1987) enabled
the Secretary-Ceneral to continue hig consultations and negotiations with the
Foreign Ministers of Iraq and Iran, following the Iranian Government 's acceptance

of that resolution, and those consultations finally led to the cease~fire in the

moreover, members of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries. The dimensions that
the so-called oil war in the Persian Gulf were assuming had become a matter of
increasing concern to the international comnunity, with so many human lives being
lost on both sides, so many ships being sunk and so many aircraft being shot cGown.
My country, Zaire, sincerely hopes that the comnitments entered into by the two
parties will be scrupulously respected so that peace and security may be restored

to that sensitive region <f the worid,
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The international community is glad to see that the Afghan people is now about
to exercise fully its sovereignty and control over all its national territory,
pursuant to the Geneva agreements of 14 April 1988, which entered into force on
15 May 1988 ang which are based on the total withdrawal of Soviet troops from
Afghanistan. That is fully in keeping with the aspirations of that people, whose

country is also a member of the Movement of Non-Aligneg Countries.

be followed by the Vietnamese troops in Democratic Kampuchea so that the people of

that country may be able to reqain its dignity, freedom and unity.

Kampuchean problem.

It can be hoped that the wind favourabie to dialogue that is blowing through
Asia will reach the two Roreas. In that connection, my delegation feels that the
admission of those countries to member ship of the Uniteq Nations could only
Strengthen the role they are already playing on the international scene.

While the spirit of harmonization and concertation prevails in the Far East,
the séme cannot, alas, be said of the Middle East, where there is still fierce
antagonism and hostility which constantly fans hatred. Despite the efforts made by
some States directly involved in the conflict, and despite the efforts of the
United Nations, no pProgress seems to have been made on the road to a comprehensive,

peaceful settlement of that issue.
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So far as my country, Zaire, is concerned, the State of Israel exists and is a
Member of the United Nations, just as the Palestinian people is a living reality
that should alsoc have a State and become a Member of our universal Organization.

That is why my country appeals urgently to all the parties involved not to
listen to the sirens of discord but, rather, to adopt a more conciliatory attitude
that would be more favourable to dialogue. For it is by recognizing everyone's
inalienable right to existence within a nation that all the Member States of our
Organization can demonstrate their devotion to the porposes and principles of the
Charter,

The United Nations has adopted many resolutions calling on the white minority
régime to put an end to the political system of apartheid in South Africa, which
has been aimost unanimously regarded as a crime against humanity,

The Republic of Zaire, linked by geography, history and culture to southern

Africa, is following with particular interest the developments in that part of the

continent.
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The quadripartite negotiations currently under way between those mainly
concerned should be encouraged by the international community, because the process
augurs well for the independence of Namibia and because the resulting withdrawal of
foreign troops from Angola and Namibia would set that region on the right road, so
that an atmosphere of peace and trust could develop between the protagonists.

My delegation also takes a positive view of developments in Western Sahara and
Chad, where the consultations that have now begun between the parties of fer the
Prospect of a lasting, peaceful solution,

It is also encouraging that in Central America substantial progress has been
made in the peace process since the signing of the Esquipulas II and Sapoa
dagreements,

Turning to the economic situation, I should like to begin by presenting some

food for thought from a recent publication called "Pour 1'Afrique", which says

among other thingss
“The subsoil of Africa has a very high mineral content, We already know that
it contains 97 per cent of the world's reserves of platinum, 64 per cent of
manganese, 25 per cent of uranium. Copper in Zambia and Zaire, lead in
Namibia, cobalt in zaire and Zambia, nickel in Botswana and Zimbabwe,\
phosphates in Morocco, Senegal and Togo, gold, silver and diamonds throughout
southern Africa ... Iron is perhaps the most promising; while world reserves
are being exhausted, there are enormous deposits in Gabon, Senegal, Guinea and

Mauritania. For a world industry that is hungry for raw materials, Africa is

the continent of the future.”
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Completing the pPicture, the author adds:

"Commodi ty prices today in real terms represent only 20 per cent of what they

were in 1960. In 1985 international trade in manufactured goods increased by

6 per cent while trade in agricultural and mineral products dropped by

2.5 per cent. Increased competition, protectionism, monetary disorder, the

high cost of énergy ... Africa has been hit by them all."

In a nutshell, that is the gloomy, negative and sharply contrasted picture of
the international economic situation, particularly as regards relations between the
industrialized countries of the northern hemisphere and the developing countries of
the southern part of our planet.

In this connection, it should be emphasized that the depth of the crisis
disrupting the world eéconomy requires concerted action rather than timid sectoral,
Superficial and inconsistent patching up.

Against that background, relaunching a true and sincere dialogue between Nor th
and South with a view to establishing a new international economic order, in the
interests of all peoples, would be very timely, for such a dialogue could bring
about the dawning of a new economic order based on justice and collective
respiasibility towards mank ind, It could provide solutions to the major economic
problems of today, one of which, clearly, is the external debt of the developing
countries. That burden, now amounting to several billion dollars, jeopardizes all
pProspects of developing our countries and undermines all possibility of growth.

Our countries' export earnings are diverted to the payment of external debts,
instead of being used to finance development; our countries have become net
exporters of capital and reservoirs of financial resources for countries that are

already developed. Therefore, an agreed approach based on the principle of shared
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.

responsibility between debtors and creditors is necessary, for the imperatives of
eéconomic development and growth must be given precedence and be ameng the top
priorities.

We should highlight the dichotomy between the speedy enrichment of some and
the equally speedy pauperization of others, although they are linkeg by relations
of interdependence. My delegation believes that it is worth expressing the hope
that the world will finally become aware of the situation and provide the necessary
remedy before it is too late.

My country, Zaire, attaches great importance to the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, whose fortieth anniversary the United Mations will celebrate on
10 December this year. We are also happy to note that today, 29 September 1988, is
the tenth anniversary of the adoption of Security Council resolution 435 (1978),
containing the Plan for Namibia's independence, and is also the date chosen by the
two super-Powers at their recent Moscow summit to draw up a schedule for the
withdrawal of Cuban forces from Angola.

In accordance with resolution 41/129, which encourages all Member States to
take appropriate Steps for the establishment of national institutions for the
pProtection ang promotion of human rights, a Department of the Rights and Freedoms

of Citizens was set up in Zaire in 1986. TItg mandate includes in particular

and freedoms have been unjustly violated by the public authorities, by any decision
of the courts or in any other way, when all other legally authorized remedies have

been exhausted or found ineffective, and when the injustice has been declared to be

flagrant.
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Apart from Africa'‘'s physical and moral suffering, some parts of the continent
also suffer from drought, desertification and the invasion of locusts, while the
resulting famine strikes millions of human beings.

The difficult issue of toxic and radiocactive waste is a matter of major
concern to third-world countries, and particularly to Africa, at the present time.
It was therefore with good reason that on 4 October 1973 Marshal Mobuto Sese Seko,
President of the Republic of Z2aire, said from this very rostrums:

"In Zaire we are flattered when we are considered as the champions of the
protection of nature. But what is the use of this national effort if our

efforts are cancelled out by people thousands of kilometres away from us?*

(A/PV.2140, p. 76)

The true import of those words can indeed be felt today.
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From 31 May to 26 June 1988 the third special sessicn of the General Assenbly
devoted to disarmament was held here in New York. at that time the international
community hoped that the rnew atmosphere of understanding that had developed between
the two major huclear Powers would extend to other Member States following the
signing in Washington on 8 December 1987 and the ratification in Moscow on
1 June 1988, of the Treaty on the Elimination of Medium-Range ang Shor ter-Range

Nuclear Missiles. The General Assembly at that time hoped that that joint action

However disappointing the resolutions of the thirg special session devoted to

A British philosopher said:

"Those who do not act together cannot act fruitfully. Those who do not
act in trust cannot act together. Those who are not bound by shared views,
shared feelings and shareqd interests cannot act in trust."

Since the international community has shared interests it must act in trust so as
to act fruitfully to ensure the survival of the human race.
As an African thinker said:

"It is at this price, and this Price only, that we can avoid despair ing
of ourselves, for in this way we will have acted as men - men of peace, men of
dialogue, men of magnanimity, men of a generation that has not lived for
nothing and that, after exploring the Moon, having passed by the planets Mars
and Saturn, touched on Venus, admired Orion, has come back to FParth, its head

held high, to take charge of its own fate - the fate of mankind."
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election, as President of the General Assembly, of a dear friend and colleague has
been for me a source of great satisfaction. I should like to congratulate you,
Sir, and also to congratulate ourselves because I feel entirely confident that your
professional ability and proven diplomatic skill will ensure that the discussions
in this forum will have the positive results for which we all hope. I also wish to
eéxpress our gratitude for the work carried out by your Predecessor as President,
Mr. Peter Florin.

Year after year, as we have debated the important issues on our agenda, we
have observed with a feeling of frustration that many conflicts have continued to
Stagnate just where we left them the year before, and that nothing and nobody
Seemed capable of staying the sinister hand that wields the scourge of war. To
this feeling of impotence was added a feeling of frustration because of a rather
widésptead tendency on the part of the public to dismiss the United Nations, and
multilateralism in dgeneral, as an appropriate means of solving the most difficult
and complex problems facing mankind.

fbday, however, there are reasonable grounds for opt1mlsm. The work of the
United Nations over the pPast year has borne fruit in the area of the peaceful
solution of international'conflicts. The role of our Organization has been
strengthened and has gained credibility in the eyes of the public.

My Government has always believed in the need and usefulness of multilateral
channels in today's world. Three years ago - on the occasion of the fortieth
anniversary of the Organization - Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez reaffirmed Spain's

unqualified support for multilateralism, and for the United Nations in particular.

A year later, this was also the chief message co” veyed by His Majesty
King Juan Carlos I when he addressed this Assembly. We have always thought that as

long as there is the necessary political will on the part of the Member States, and



AE/bg A/43/PV.11
103

(Mr. Fernandez Ordofiez, Spain)

as long as we are capable of introducing the readjustments that are needed at any
given moment, this Organization's potential should be practically unlimited.

It is not only the goodwill of the Member States and the new climate of
dialogue among the great Powers - which has been reflected in the recent unity of
action among the permanent members of the Security Council -~ that have contributed
to bringing about this encouraging situation; the patience, the tenacity and the
skill of the Secretary-General have also been instrumental. His hard work, which
is now, quite rightly, winning international acclaim, continues to enjoy the full
support of my Government. We trust that we are witnessing the start of a
successful period during which the United Nations will be the forum in which
everyone's efforts to implement the objectives and principles enunciated in the
Charter will converge.,

With regard to regional problems, I shall begin with the long and terrible war
that has confronted Iran and Irag. The united action of the Security Council and
its co-operation with the Secretary-General have started to bear fruit. With the
adoption of resolution 598 (1987), the Security Council had already laid the
foundations for a just and lasting solution. With the full and unqualified
acceptance of that rescolution as a whole by both sides, a process of negotiation
has formally begun under the auspices of the Secretary-General and his special
representative, Ambassador Eliasson, who, in spite of the many obstacles and
difficulties to be overcome, is to secure not only a cease-fire but true peace for
these two peoples, worn out by so much death and sacrifice.

In the Afghanistan conflict, the beginning of a solution can also be glimpsed
as a result of the signing of the Geneva Accords last April. The determination and
tenacity of the Secretary-General and his Special Representative, Mr. Cordovez,

were also decisive in drawing them up. We must now trust that the different
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parties involved will abide Scrupulously by the agreements, that the withdrawal of
Soviet troops of OCcupation wil} Proceed in accordance with the agreed timetable,
and that the Afghan people will pe able to exercise their right to
self-determination and finally achieve true sovereignty and independence. The
setting up of a widely representative Government, and the free and unhindered
return of as many refugees as wish to go back to their homes, will constitute the
real proof of national recenciliation, to which the international community must
contribute all} possible aid for the vrgent rebuilding of Afghanistan, through the
Special Co-ordinator appointed by the Secretary-General.

In southern Africa, together with the hopeful Progress towards the solution of
the problems of Angola and Namibia, we observe that South Africa's policy of
destabilization of neighbour ing countrijes is being maintained and that the hideous
and iniquitous system of apartheid is still in force. The repressive measures of
all kinds taken over the course of the Past few months and the reimposition of
martial law are clear signs of the uawillingness of the Government in Pretoria to
engage in dialogue, while it radicalizes the situation and makes the solution of
the domestic problems more difficult, oOnce again we repeat our appeal for the
immediate liberation of Nelson Mandela and the other political Prisoners, as well
as the legalization of all political organizations, We are determined to
reinforce, together with our partners in the Eurcpean Community, both the positive
actions and the application of Pressure necessary to promote peaceful change in

South Africa, which would pave the way to a Pluralistic, democratic and non~racist

society.
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However, it appears that there are also signs of hope in the region. On the
one hand, in the talks now under way among the Governments of Angola, Cuba and
South Africa, with the positive mediation of the United States, we perceive a
desire for flexibility and a general political will to overcome the last obstacles
that still hinder the attainment of Peace and stability in Angola. On the other
hand, the implementation of United Nations resolutions, and in particular Security
Council resolution 435 (1978) - and, incidentally, today is the tenth anniversary
of its adoption - appears to be drawing progressively nearer, after so many years
of stagnation. The process of independence for Namibia will undoubtedly require
significant effort on the part of this Organization and its Member States. Spain
is prepared to co-operate fully with the Secretary-General in this process and to
provide, if so requested, support for the human and military infrastructure that
may be needed in order to bring it to a successful conclusion,

There are also better prospects for a solution to the problem of Kampuchea.
For the first time in many years there is perhaps an opportunity for this
unfor tunate country, and the entire are; of South-Bast Asia, to enjoy peace,
stability and an end to violence. We are encouraged by the dialogue that has begun
among the various parties to the conflict and the countries concerned. We support
the constructive efforts of the countries of the Association of South-East Asian
Nations and believe that contacts between China and the Soviet Union on this issue
can also be useful. Any lasting solution requires the withdrawal of foreign troops
from Kampuchea and the setting up of a Government of national reconciliation,
representing the different political parties, thus averting onco and for all the
danger of a return to the immediate past, which we have all condemned,

In the Maghreb, a region to which my country is linked by innumerable ties,
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we have also noted over the past few months a significant easing of tension. Spain
welcomed with great satisfaction the renewing of diplomatic relations between two
of our friends, Algeria and Morocco, as well ag the first steps towards progressive
regional integration. In this new context, we observe that impor tant steps have
been taken towards the solution of a conflict, that of the Western Sahara, about
which my country is under standably concerned. The Secretary~General, guided by the
resolutions of thig Assembly, and in conjunction with the President of the
Organization of African Unity, has done some very constructive work here. This
consisted in the Sending of a technical information mission to the area; the
maintaining of constant contact with the parties to the conflict - Morocco and the
POLISARIO Front - and the submitting of concrete proposals to both these parties
last summer with a view to holding a referendum for self-determination, duly
organized and supervised by this Organization. We note with satisfaction that
these proposals have received the initial agreement of the parties, Recr~tly, the
Security Council authorized the Secretary-General to appoint a Special
Representative, who has ahead of him a delicate task in order to conclude the peace
pPlan Successfully. Spain is willing to provide all the technical ce-operation the
Secretary-General may require in this pProcess, Furthermore, we are confident that,
through the free ang unhindered.expression of the will of the Sahraoui peopl., an
end will be put to a pPainful conflict that impedes this future of progressive
integration that the peoples of thn Maghreb desire.

We also wish to eéxXpress our satisfaction at the progress made on the question
of Cyprus. The recent talks between the leaders of the two communities, under the
auspices of the Secretary-General, are é good omen that Perhaps a way has been
found to solve another long=-standing conflict., My country supports this direct
dialogue and is confident that it will lead to a final settlement which will

guarantee the unity, sovereignty, independence and territorial integq “ty of the
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Republic of Cyprus in accordance with the resolutions of the United Nations, while
at the same time mak iing possible peaceful coexistence between the two communities
on the island.

Unfortunately, in the case of other regional conflicts we cannot say that
there has been significant progress in the past few months.

Last year at this time I pointed ocut from this rostrum the advisability of not
delaying the convening of an international peace conference, under the auspices of
the United Nations, to seck a just, global and lasting solution to the conflict in
the Middle East. A few months later, the Palestinian population of the occupied
territories rose in protest, and this has attracted international attention both in
connecticn with the detericrating economic and social situation and the injustices
being suffered by the Palestinian People and in connection with the repressive
Mmeasures taken by Israel with a view to stifling the national aspirations of that
people,

The deterioration of the situation in the occupied territories makes clear the
dangers involved in a stagnation of the peace process My country trusts that,
under the auspices of the United Nations, gradual and constructive initiatives will
be introduced which will permit an agreement in principle among all the parties
involved in the holding of a conference at which a final agreement could be
reached. This agreement must guarantee respect for the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people, including the right of self-determination, as well as the
existence of all the countries in the region, including Israel, within secure and
internationally recognized borders. Meanwhile, the recent decision by Jordan to
break off legal and administrative ties between the two banks of the river Jordan
has left a void that requires, on the one hand, greater involvement and aid by the
internationayi community and, on the other, greater moderation, prudence and realism

by all the parties directly involved in this conflict.
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Within the context of the Middle East, we see with great concern the recent
aggravation of the political crisis that has been going on for so many years in
Lebanon. Spain supports the wishes of the Lebanese people to put an end to the
bloody confrontations that have taken so many lives in that country since 1975 and
trusts that, through dialogue among all the communities, a strengthening of its
constitutional institutions may be brought about which will make possible peaceful
coexistence in a sovereign, independent and united Lebanon.

My Government continues to support resolutely the process of the strengthening
of democracy in Latin America, although, unfortunately, clear threats and
resistance to the progress of freedom still persist. Democracy presupposes
Pluralism, respect for human rights, and also the right of peoples to determine,
freely and without outside interference, their political, economic and social
systems. We therefore welcomed the Acapulco compromise for peace, development and
democracy, which was signed by the Presidents of eight Latin American countries in
November last year, and we hope that Chile will soon return resolutely to its
democratic traditions.

With regard to the serious crisis in Central America, Spain greeted with hope
the signing of the Esquipulas IT agreements as a highly significant step towards
the peace, reconciliation, and economic and social recovery of the countries of the
region. It is true that since then other significant steps have been taken and
that the will of the peoples concerned to fing genuinely regional solutions to the
problems of the area have remained unaltered; however, in general terms, there is a
disturbing stalemate which must be overcome as rapidly as possible. 1In this
regard, the convening of the long~delayed summit of Central American Presidents,

which has gained better prospects recently, can contribute to give a new impulse to
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the peace process. The national dialogue must continue, respect for human rights
must be strengthened and there must be strict observance by all the parties
concerned of the commitments in the Esquipulas agreements. There are no
alternatives to this peace process, to this peace framework. At the same time, an
essential element for the consolidation of the momentum towards peace is the
implementation and development of the special plan for aid to Central America,
which my country will continue to support fully. As we have incessantly repe:ted,
the grave problems of this region have their roots in underdevelopment and the

ersistence of unjust social and economic structures.
3
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This Assembly, which has acted as a true catalyst in the process of
decolonization, has nevertheless been unable to eliminate certain pending issues
from its agenda. With regard to East Timor, we trus* that the contacts between
Portugal and Indonesia will be continued and that progress will be made towards a
just and internationally acceptable solution. As for the Malvinas Islands, direct
hegotiations should be held between Argentina and the United Kingdom that will
enable Argentinian territorial integrity to be restored while safeguarding the
legitimate interests of the pPopulation,

I cannot fail to mention another pending colonial issuye that directly affects
My country. The Spanish Government ang people continue to remain firm in their
determination to find a definitive solution to the problem of Gibraltar that will
restore the Rock to our country while safeguarding the interests of the
Population. 1In this Connection, we have continued the dialogue with the United
Kingdom and we shall continue to do so in the future along the lines of the
agreements contained in the 1984 Brussels Declaration and in accordance with the
decision taken by both Governments in Geneva in 1985 to deal with and resolve all
aspects of the problem, including the matter of sovereignty, through negotiation.
During this past year significant Progress has taken place in the talks on scme

technical problems, such as air facilities, and it is our firm intenti.un to

for others have brought the United Nations peace-keeping activities to the
forefront. As has been mentioned, the award of the Nobel Peace Prize for 1988 is

something we all welcome and in which we can take satisfaction.
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The resclute action by the Security Council in this field is a particularly
encouraging factor. The growing commitment to the concept and the practice of
Peace-keeping operations among Member States and, above all, the political will to
Co-operate in their implementation on the part of those who have shown most reserve
in the past provide a solid basis for developing them more thoroughly at a
favourable time such as the present.

We feel that the time has come to draw UP general regulations on the financial
arrangements and the supply of facilities, services and personnel by Member
States. My delegation considers that it would be most advisable to revitalize and
Strengthen the activities of the Special Commi.cce on Peace-keeping Operations,
whose recent meetings a few months ago, after five years without being convened,
strengthen our optimism about its possible future role in this important sphere of
the work of the Organization,

The new trend towards peace on the international Scene prompted me t¢, Heal
first with regional conflicts. But obviously the task of this Organizatic. does
not end with the solution of regional conflicts. There are many other areas in
which the United Nations, with less Spectacular but nevertheless tenacious and
continuous efforts, has been demonstrating for years its capacity for dealing with
the major problems facing the international community. I have in mind three areas
in which the importance of multilateralism can hardly be denied and in which the
Organization's efforts have been especially significant: disarmament, co-pperation
for development, and the protection and promotion of human rights.

Some three months ago, at the third special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament, I gave a detailed cutline of my Government's views on the
many items of the agenda related to this important issue. At the start of this

forty-third session, I should like to make some remarks of 4 more general nature.
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Over the course of this year several developments have pointed to the
possibility of developing a new pattern of East-West relationships, which had
focused ch confrontation, with scarcely any margin for dialecgue and co-operation.

The Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate~Range and Shor ter-Range
Missiles - INF Treaty - the slow but Sure progress in the strategic arms limitation
talks, the advances towards the limitation and ultimate banning of nuclear
testing: these are all stages in a new bilateral dialogue between the United
States and the Soviet Unicn aimed for the first time at reversing the arms race on
Earth and preventing its extension to outer space. However, their significance is
not limited to the field of arms control and disarmament, nor to tie strict
framework of bilateral relations between the super~Powers.

The satisfactory implementation of the intrusive verification procedures
provided for under the INF Treaty is a confidence-building element which will
affect other areas. Thus, in the field of arms control and disarmament, a new
impulse could be given and new initiatives could also be introduced in
international forums.

The fact that it was not possible to agree on a final document at the third
special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament is somaething that we
regret, but that has not undermined our confidence in multilateralism. 1In our
opinion, the document - which never saw the light of day although it had obtained
broad consensus on most points - contained many elements which deserve more
thorough treatment in the immediate future and which could provide an excellent
working basis for the debates dur ing the present session.,

The issue of conventional stability is especially important within the
European cregional framework. 1In this connectioni, within the context of the

Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE), it is necessary to
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proceed without delay to a reduction of the existing imbalances in the conventional
field, which will make possible enhanced Security with lower levels of forces. at
the same time, Spain is in favour of the adoption of new coenfidence-building
measures that will complement and reinforce those adopted at the Stockholm
Conference.

Progress in the field of security must be accompanied by substantial advances
in other areas of the CsSCE process, particularly with regard to human rights and
fundamental freedoms. We are following with growing interest the process of
greater openness in Eastern Europe, which we hope will have a positive effect at
the Vienna meeting. Spain is confident that a substantial and balanced final
document will be agreed upon promptly at that meeting, so that negotiations in the
area of security can begin as soon as possible,

However, there is a matter of serious concern that I should 1ike to stress.

The renewed use of chemical weapons, together with the proliferation of ballistic

an agreement for the complete and effective elimination of the whole category of
chemical weapons.
Economic development is another major issue facing the international

community. It is perhaps the major qQuestion facing it. The recent economic

and the developing countries and to make the poverty of the latter more visible.
Commodi ty prices have been another disruptive factor in the past few years.

Protectionism is directly related to economic power. Six years of external debt
have condemned the majority of those countries to a pathetic and hopeless effort,

especially in Latin America, where they are beginning to speak of a lost decade.
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We are seriously concerned about the grievous situation in Latin America,
where the burden of debt servicing and the unpredictability of financial flows for
development have turned the countries of the region into net exporters of capital,
which is an unprecedented phenomenon in international economic relations.

While addressing the subject of the debt of these middle~income countries, I
should like to recall the words of the Spanish Prime Minister a few days ago, when
he addressed the Governors of the Central Banks of Latin America and the
Philippines:

“Facts show that the present strategy to solve the debt crisis ° unable to

provide for a timely solution of the outstanding problems, *

Let us face the truth. We need to reconsider the strategy, now that public opinion

and the banking situation are favourable,
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The problem must be dealt with multilatetally within the framework of the

international financial institutions, the International Monetary Fund and the World

reduction of the debt burden. The resulting financial margins could be used in

proposals of the Toronto summit meeting. We are also ready to Participate actively
in the United Nations Conference on the ieast Developed Countries, to be held in
Paris in 1990, at which financial issues will undoubtedly be of special relevance.

I have Previously mentioned the link between the external debt of developing
countries and the evolution of commodity prices. Despite the recovery of some
commodity markets, the majority of commodity prices are stiil below 1980 levels.
Here, the foreseeable entry into force of the Common Fund for Commodities could
give rise to hope. |

In the face of the protectionist pressures that have surfaced in international
trade, the progress made in the present Round of multilateral trade negotiations,
launched by the Punta del Este declaration in 1986, is also an encouraging sign.
Despite present difficulties, we cannot afford to let this Round end in failure.
We hope that, with the necessary political will, the review of progress achieved,
scheduled to take place at the ministerial meeting next December in Montreal will

be a valuable ang positive contribution to the ultimate success of the Uruguay

Round.
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Finally, the efforts and determination of the United Nations to alleviate the
most urgent problems have been outstanding. In this connection the funds and
specific programmes are especially relevant, ameng them the United Nations
Development Programme, which continues to work effectively in assisting developing
countries. Spain is determined to continue to increase its voluntary contributions
to the funds for ang programmes of operational activities for development,

As we all know, the African continent is now facing one of the most difficult
and agonizing development problems in the world. This General Assembly session
marks an important turning point in the assessment of the United Nations Programme
of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990. The nucleus of
the Programme of Action contains the twofold commitment made by both the African
countries and the international community. On the one hand Africa must lay the
foundations for stable development and sustained growth through structural
adjustments and improvements in its eccnomic policies, and on the other the
international community must substantially increase its assistance and adopt
initiatives in Support of the African efforts. Although it is true that in the
short term neither commitment has had any visible results, it is also true that
with a medium-term Programme such as this there must be encugh time for it to
become properly established.

Spain will continue to assist African countries, both multilaterally through
its participation in the conventions and programmes of the European Economic
Community, the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, and the United
Nations agencies, and bilaterally through co-operation agreements with individual
African countries.

When speaking of development it would be inexcusable not to mention the
dangers inherent in ecological imbalances. It is urgently nececessary for all of

us, but most especially the industrialized countries, to do everything
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Possible to preserve the environment, with a view to ensuring a more habitable
world for future denerations. The Brundtland report and the measures Subsequently

taken have been fundamental in this connection.

innovative and Successful is the promotion and protection of human rights. Thanks
to this Organization's efforts, the international community now has a large number
of legal instruments in waich basic human rights are defined ang the necessary
mechanisms established for their control and defence. The initial corner-stone of
this imposing edifice is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the fortieth

anniversary of which we shall be celebrating in December. 1Its few brief articles

human being, and of the principle laiqg down in the Charter that universal respect

for human rights is the concern of all peoples and Governments. The best proof of

Many constitutions and national legislations, as well as the international legal
System that it has been drawing up over the past few decades, from the
International Covenants on Civil and Political Rights and on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights to the recent Convention against torture, which my country ratified
in October last year.

The Spanish Government is convinced that we must continue to advance
resolutely along this path. fThe situation in many countries shows, regrettably,
that we are still s long way from being able to feel satisfied. We believe that
from riow on our efforts, without forgetting the drawing up of new legal instruments
aimed at perfecting the Arrent internationgl System and filling its pPossible gaps,

should be directed above all towards the application and development of
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existing ones and the effective monitoring of their observance. A good way of
making progress is through the world information campaign on human rights, which
the Secretary-General has Proposed should be launched on the anniversary of the
adoption of the Declaration.

Three years ago the Assembly took an important step when it condemned
unanimously and unequivocally all acts, methods and practices of terrorism
wheresoever and by whomsoever committed. The bodies and agencies of this
Organization must now continue to advance along the path opened up at that time and
design a strategy for combating terrorism in their respective fields of action,
The initiatives aimed at reinforcing international protection for civil aviation
and promoting security at sea have our whole-hearted support. The terrorist threat
has acquired universal proportions and the efforts to eradicate it must also be
universal.

The Organization's work in the social field also deserves to be menticned.

The process of drawing up an international convention against illicit traffic in
narcotic drugs will no doubt be concluded in December. Its entry into force will
enable the international community to deal effectively with a problem of universal
dimensions whose repercussions, given the ramifications which link the illicit
traffic in narcotics to act‘vities such as arms traffic and terrorism, and whose
solution depends on close and resolute international co-operation. The speed and
determination with which work is proceeding towards the conclusion of the
convention shows the international community's awareness of this issue.

At the beginning of my statement I said that this was a particularly promising
time for the United Natiocns. However, there is a shadow threatening the work of
the Organization - that of the financial crisis which for three years now has been

hovering over its daily work as a result of the unjustifiable failure
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of some Member States to fulfil their obligations under the Charter. During that
time, significant efforts have been made to make better use of existing resources.
Progress has been made also with regard to substantive issues, such as the
decision—making Process in budgetary matters and the beginning of a review of the
necessary, although complex, restructuring of the economic and social sectors. I
should like to call on all the countries represented here to do their utmost to
meet their financial obligations to our Organization and to co-operate in
introducing, at this particularly felicitous time, the adjustments needed to speed
up and rationalize its operation and make it more flexible.

Year after year, as autumn comes to New York, we meet in this Assembly in a
long-established ritual in which speeches are delivered, meetings are held and
agreements are negotiated. This time we all have the impression that this
exercise, which goes on quietly throughout the Year, can be, and is, successful.
We know very well from experience that what is happening is not the result of
ineluctable fate, but that, rather, we are facing issues created by men, now or in
the past, and that thosge issues must be solvad by men, now or in the future. 1In
any event, we are more responsible than ever before because we are better informed
and have more resources than ever before.

Ancient Stoic wisdom consisted in knowing what depends on us and what does not
depend on us. Now nearly everything depends on us, both the prcblems and their
solutions., We are finding the solutions, and we shall continue to find them, not
with less dialogue but with more dialogue, not with less justice but with more
Justice and not with less freedom but with more freedom; and, starting with this
Assembly, which has now become so encouraging, we shall do so not with less hope

but with more hope.
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me, at the beginning of my statement, to congratulate Mr. Dante Caputo on his
election as President of the General Assembly at its forty-thir¢ session. My
country's delegation is confident that the deliberations of the Assembly at this
session will be crowned with success and, owing to his consummate skill; know-how
and sagacity, will achieve the desired results. I also take this opportunity %o
commend his predecessor, Mr. Peter Florin, Deputy Minister fcr Foreign Affairs of
the German Democratic Republic, who presided over the work of the previous session

with distinction and skill. We have no doubt that Mr. Caputo will prove a wor thy

successor.,

A short time ago, the world lost one of its outstanding leaders, General
Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq, the late President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
Although the lcss of President Z2ia ul-Haq is a very great misfortune, we are
confident that the new Pakistani leadership will play an important political role,
in keeping with the high standing of the people of Pakistan at the regional and
international levels.,

At the present session, the Sultanate of Oman would like once again to
reaffirm its faith and confidence in the noble principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, and to assert its conviction that the organs and institutions of
the Organization have a constructive role to play in devising solutions to the
problems and crises afflicting mankind. That conviction stems from its belief that
dialogue and understanding among nations achieved within the fold of the United
Nations is the best way of overcoming such problems and crises.

The Nobel Peace Prize given to the peace-keeping forces of the United Nations
this year is an expression of the world's recognition of the role of the United
Nations in the context of peace and security. The award is a historic recognition

of the role of the United Nations, and a sign of the international desire to
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emphasize the impetus towards world peace. We are truly overjoyed by this event,
and congratulate everybody in the United Nations, but especially the officials who
are working throughout the world to preserve peace and security.

Among the purposes of the Charter are the establishment and maintenance of a
climate of confidence and mutual understanding within the international community,
the creation of normal, just and equitable relétions among Governments, nations and
peoples on the basis of dialogue and non-recourse to war as a means of resolving
conflicts, and compliance with the principles of mutual respect and
non-interference in the internal affairs of others. fhe United Nations has the
capacity and the means to achieve the purposes and give effect to the principles
set out in the Charter.

As members know, at the beginning of each of the last seven sessions of the
General Assembly, in presenting ourselves here to participate in the work of the
Assembly and to speak from this rostrum of the problems that beset international
peace and security, we have begun our remarks by referring to the Irag-Iran war as
the regional problem that poses the greatest danger thereto. At the present
session, from this rostrum, we extend our warmest congratulations to Iraq and Iran
on the agreement they have reached for the implementation of Security Council
resolution 598 (1987) and to congratulate the international community on the
success of its efforts to quell the flames of the longest and most dangerous
regional conflict the world has witnessed since the Second World War. In this
context, we can only express our overwhelming sense of relief and satisfaction at
that outcome.

We see it as our duty, moreover, to extend particular congratulations to the
Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, on the positive and constructive

role he has played, his tireless patience and his endurance under the psychological



JB/26 A/43/PV.11
123

(Mr. abdullah, Oman)

and moral burden of this problem until he was able to bring it to the tlreshold of
pPeace. A success rarely matched in the history of the United Nations will thus be
Put on record to the credit of the Secretary-General. The role of the United
Nations has undergone a diminution that has aroused the concern of all nations and
peoples for the future of Peace and security. what has been achieved in the

Perez de Cuellar era, however, has restored confidence in the United Nations and in
its peace-keeping rcie in the maintenance of security and stability. It has also
added a new dimension to the credibility of.the United Nations as a guardian of
peace that allows all nations great a:d small to come together under its auspices
and engage in dialogue with a view to achieving through its good offices,
stability, reassurance and peace, in accordance with the Charter.

Accurdingly, we call for greater self-sacrifice in maintaining the new
momentum in United Nations endeavours, for acticn to reinforce those endeavours and
for support for the role of the Secretary-General and co-cperation with him in his
efforts to solve other regional problems. He has our gratitude and our support for
the efforts he is making to bring abcut a more tranquil and peaceful world.

The agreement reached on the implementation of Security Council resolution
598 (1987) in the Gulf region marks the beginning of a future brimming with hope,
pPeace and prosperity. That would not have been possible without the courageous and
judiciocus roles played by the leadership of both Iraq and Iran. The achievement
brought about by resolution 598 (1987) will undoubtedly go down in history as one
of the most illuminating examples of the momentous acts that characterize great
peoples and nations. We are hopeful that the agreement between Irag and Iran will
mark the conclusion of one era and the beginning of a long ang all-embracing new

era of peace and co-operation.
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The key elements of Omani policy include the alleviation of tensions in the
region, promotion of f?tters conducive to security and stability and encouragemnent
of all parties to build mutual trust, with a view to ending disputes and achieving
Peace based on good-neighbourliness and mutual respect for the interests of the
peoples of the region. The Steps already taken by Iraq and Iran give us confidence
that their readiness to take positive steps towards the implementation of
resolution 598 (1987) will endure. We gratefully salute the two countries for the
patience and diligence they have shown, and pPin our hopes on the flexibility and
cc-operation that they are demonstrating in the ongoing talks, which will help in

the achievement of Peace and security in the near future,
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Among the most important benefits of a lasting peace between those two
countries are the reconstruction and development they will be able to achieve. The
international community must therefore do everything in its power to support their
efforts to rebuild and to restore an understanding that will have far-reaching
effects in assuaging the bitterness left behind by the war between those two
peoples. It must help them achieve the development and progsperity that will
provide a firm foundaticn for a lasting pesace.

As one of the two States bordering on the Strait of Hormuz, my country has a
special interest in the regulation of navigation in the Strait: we continue as in
the past to play our role in regulating shipping in that important international
waterway in conformity with Provisions of the United Naticns Convention on the Law
of the Sea and the rules laid down by the International Maritime Organization. The
Sultanate of Oman reaffirms its determination to continue to perform that role in a
way that will enable shipping in the Strait to carry on unhindered and in peace in
accordance with the relevant international requlations.

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and International Maritime
Organization regulations accord equal rights to all coastal and land-locked States
in the use of maritime straits, including the Strait of Hormuz, sc long as that use
is harmless and poses no threat to peace and security.

Following the lessons relating to Gulf shipping that have been learnt from the
Irag-~Iran war, and following the negative developments that accompanied that war,
the United Nations should ensure that peace agreements in the Gulf include an
appeal for respect for freedom of international navigation and for non-inter ference
with shipping both in international and in regional waters, including in ports,
harbours and maritime installations, in time of peace or in time of war, in

accordance with international law and recognized norms and within a framework of
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collective action for international legitimacy. such action would ensure that the

treatment accorded to shipping in the Gulf during the war does not become an

the foreign presence in the area. With respect to the growing dispute concerning
the foreign naval presence, we should like to stress the importance of
international Co-operation in a framework of peace with a view to ~aking the Gulf
region a zone free of internationail conflicts. We also stress how important it is
that all States should refrain from using the Gulf in ways that would increase
tension or be Prejudicial to the interests of any State bordering on the Gulf,

We look forward to the day when we can speak here on the question of Palestine
with a heart full of joy at the Palestinian people having achieved its
aspirations: a day we hope is not far off. At this session, however, we are
obliged to eéxpress our deep concern at Israeli's continuing occupation of Arab and
Palestinian territory and at its failure to respond positively to international
peace offers that would enable the Palestinian People to exercise its rights and
the Arab States to enjoy Security and peace. Israel has rejected all international

Political initiatives aimed at achieving peaceful coexistence between it and its

Nations bodies, first and foremost the Security Council, which is responsible for
the maintenance of international P2ace and security,

It is time for Israel to wake up to the fact that, if it genuinely wants peace
with its neighbours angd coexistence with the Arab peoples, it must immediately

abandon its present policy and cease its belligerent and oppressive methods. Peace
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depends primarily on coexistence with the Palestinian pecple; Israel must therefore
become sensitive to the true nature of that people's peaceful uprising in the
occupied Arab territories and respord to it by agreeing to the convening of an
international peace conference on the Middle East rather than by using force and
oppression against the peaceable Palestinian people.

Never in history has an occupying authority meted out such harassment as that
faced by the Palestinian people in its peaceful legitimate struggle against Israeli
Ooccupation. Despite the international community ‘s inability to play a role in
keeping with the scale of the suffering of the Palestinian people and with the
Peaceful nature of its uprising, that people continues to hope fervently that it
will be accorded justice and fairness by the international community, as
Leprerented by the United Nations, in the realization of its aspirations and of its
legitimate right to the establishment of an independent State.

The measures announced on 31 July 1988 by His Majesty King Hussein bin-Talal
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan severing the legal and administrative ties
between Jordan and the occupied West Bank will unquestionably advance the Arab
approach to peace. Moreover, they will facilitate arrangements for convening the
international peace conference on the Middle East, thereby highlighting Jordan's
important positive role in achieving peace, a role indispensable to the Middle East
peace process.

These positive developments have created historic new opportunities for
achieving a just and permanent peace in the Middle East guaranteeing the rights of
all parties concerned. If these opportunities are not seized now, similar ones may
not arise in the future, and this issue could continue to threaten international

peace and security. There are indications that solutions are at hand to certain
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tegarding the issue of Afghanistan, and particularly at the signing on

14 April 1988 of the Geneva Agreements. In that connection, it endorses the
agreenent that was reached and commends the efforts made by the United Naticns on
that issue, under taken by the Secretary-General. Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, and

his representative, Mr. Diego Cordovez. we eéxpress our complete satisfaction with

and with the latitude accorded the Afghan people to choose the system it desires
without cutside inter ference. The Sultanate ¢ - Oman further calls for the speedy
solution of al} issues relating to the implementation of the agreements, including
the question of the composition of the future Gover nment of Afghanistan. we urge
the international community and all Peace-loving States to make greater efforts to
assist in the reconstruction of Afghanistan in order that it may overcome the

devastating impact of the war that has afflicted it,
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The Government of my country is hopeful that the international situation,
which is brimming with optimism, will help in the solution of the wor sening
Kampuchean procblem. In this connection, we should like to commend the sustained
efforts being made by countries of the Association of South-East Asjian Nations
(ASEAN) to solve the problem, and we also applaud in particular the efforts made by
Indonesia on behalf of ASEAN. wWe regard the results achieved by the informal
meeting of the Kampuchean parties held at Djakarta in July this year as
particularly auspicious, znd we hope that, God willing, the meeting will mark an
opportune beginning for the resolution of the crisis. We wish success to all the
efforts made to solve the Kampuchean problem, so that the Kampuchean people will be
able to live in peace and choose for itself, of its own accord, whatever system it
pleases,

Since it became a member of the Ad Hoc Cormittee on the Indian Ocean, my
country, together with the other members of the Committee, has made modest efforts
towards implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace,
adopted by the General Assembly in 1971 in its resolution 2832 (XXVI). 1Its
implementation would preserve equilibrium in the region and insulate it from the
effects of great-Power rivalry.

Despite the fact that patience is all but exhausted by the deadlock that has
stifled the work of the Committee in recent years, we are pleased to note that
appreciable success was achieved in the Committee's preparatory work this year. We
hope that this success, together with recent positive developments in the region,
will provide a fitting impetus for the convening of the conference in question at

Colombo in 1990, as a first Step towards the implementation of the Declarztion of

the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace,
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We feel a sense of gratification at the sustainead endeavour by the States of
Central amerjca to implement the agreement on arrangements for the inauguration of
a firmly establisheq and permanent peace in the region, which was signed by the
Heads of state of the region on 8 August 1987, Thig agreement promises o future of
Peace and pProsperity, not only for the region of Central America but also for the

entire Latin American and Car ibbean region, We take this oPPOrtunity to express

community continues to endure, such as racial discrimination, The vile policy of
racial discrimination pursued by the Government of South Africa against the black

major ity brings with i¢ only increased destruction and bloodshed, While condemning

In that connection, the Sultanate of Qman welcomes the Prfogress achieved thus
far in the rounds of talks taking place, under the auspices of the United States of

Amer ica, between Angola and Cuba on the one hand, and South Africa on the other,

in its noblest Sense the Olympic Games hosted by Seoul, the capital of South

Korea. The Sultanate of Oman hopes that the spirit of peace represented
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by the Games will promote confidence and stability in the Korean peninsula. In
this connection, my country would welcome any international move to admit either of
the Korean States to membership of the United Nations, and we particularly welcome
the sincere interest shown by the Republic of South Korea in addressing the General
Assembly, especially since it announced, through the declaration made by its
President on 7 July 1988, an end tc the state of diplomatic enmity characterized by
its rivalry and confrontation with the North. Such a move would strengthen the
pPrinciple of universality which is the corner-stone of this Organization.

It is encouraging to see today that the process of dialogue and negotiation
between the two great Powers has entered on a new course and has begun to develop.
The positive results of that process have bequn to show an appreciable impact in
the easing of international tension, and they represent a sound basis for a more
peaceful world and presage prospects for a dialogue of broad enough scope to
include agreement on the solution of an increasing number of international issues.
The entry into force of the Treaty between the United States of America and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range
and Shorter-Range Missiles is an important historic event. The Treaty, as well as
being the first of its kind, has highlighted an important fact: that regardless of
how great the destructive military power of a State might be, it cannot be assured
of peace and tranquillity, and that the only way to achieve security and stability
is to engage in dialogue and to respect the interests of others on the basis of
justice for all nations, great and small alike.

That Treaty, although important, affects only a small number of the nuclear
weapons on the face of the planet. We have nevertheless taken one step towards the

world envisaged by the Charter, despite the statistics available on military
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countries l.undreds of children are dying of malnutrition and disease, to say
nothing of the 570 million human beings who are suffering from hunger, the
1,500 million in need of health services, the 800 million who remain under the

shadow of illiteracy, ang the 300 miliion unemployed.

break the deadlock that beset the disarmament process at the third special session
of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, fThe disarmament issue is not the
unique concern of one State or one group of States, but a universal issue that
involves all Peoples because none will survive a nuclear catastrophe. Since we
believe that nuclear war wiil eradicate the human her itage and human progress on
this planet, there is no alternative to collective action to prevent its

Occurrence. This will of course only ccme about jif every State assumes jts

the overall economic policies of the large industrialized countries, have had 2
hegative impact on growth and development in the world in general and in the

ieveloping countries in particular.
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The worsening situation of the world ececnomy is due to the interaction of a
number of factors, including the fall-off in the prices of those commodities on
which the economies of the developing countries depend; instability in the exchange
rates of the major currencies; the protectionist measures adopted by the
industrially advanced countries; the debt burdens of the developing countries; the
deterioration in the terms of trade to their detriment, and the reduction in
financial flows to those countries. This has led to an aggravation of the economic
problems from which the countries in question suffer, perhaps the best indication
of which is the decline in their average per capita income. The uncontrolled
persistence of such an abnormal situation will compound the suffering of even more
of the inhabitants of third world countries. If such policies on the part of the
wealthy countries are allowed to continue, it will mean that the developing
countries will also continue to suffer from backwardness and poverty and that their
economies will not have the cpportunity to achieve increased rates of growth and
recovery.

Although the beginning of a new approach on the part of the industrialized
countries towards alleviating the burden of third world indebtedness, extending
repayment schedules and lower ing interest rates was apparent at the recent Toronto
summit meeting, that approach is not universal and we hope that it will not be an
interim phenomenon. We call for more constructive co-operation from the
industrially advanced countries in order to increase growth rates in the developing
_countries and alleviate their debt burdens, just as we call on those countries to
show more flexibility and greater seriousness in negotiations on that matter.

The solution of many of the problems faced by the international community
depends on improvement of the world economy as a whole and on ensuring equitable
and fair growth for all countries. This naturally requires the countries concerned

to be flexible enough to renew the North-South dialogue.
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We believe that the present session will provide an excellent opportunity to
bolster the optimism that arose as a result of the resumption of the dialogue
between producers and consumers. We have a duty to co-operate closely in order to
create the conditions necessary to bring about a world economy that will be of
benefit in a fair and balanced manner to industrialized and developing countries
alike.

The United Nations has played a pioneer role in solving world problems and in
promoting international peace and security. The Organization has demonstrated its
ability and aptitude in devising solutions to many problems that had appeared to be
insoluble, just as it has succeeded in breaking the deadlock in issues that had
seemed to have reached an impasse.

The United Nations will remain the hope of mankind in its search for peace and
security. In conformity with its policies directed towards the establishment of
friendly and peaceful relations with surrounding countries and with the rest of the
world, the Sultanate of Oman will continue to support all efforts to strengthen the
role of the United Nations as the major collective instrument capable of éolving
the intractable problems facing mankind.

Mr. GOEBBELS (Luxembourg) (interpretation from French): This General
Assembly is meeting at a very auspicious time indeed. While last year we were
talking about some improvement in international relations, we have to note that the
movement begun, in particular by the United States and the USSR, is now opening up
new prospects for peace in many conflicts and hotbeds of tension throughout the
world.

Actions by the United Nations and, above all, by the Secretary-General,

Mr. Perez de Cuellar, have been exemplary., The tireless work of our
Secretary-General and of the distinguished colleagues surrounding him have given

Sur Organization new prestige.
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Since the founding of the United Mations we have seldom found so many reasors
to celebrate the events that have occurred in the course of the year.

In disarmament the agreement on medium-fange nuclear missiles is, for the
first time, leading us towards the destruction of an entire category of weapons and
in its wake the negotiations between the two super-Powers are continuing with a
view to reducing strategic weapons by 50 per cent.

There are now new prospects for a whole series of conflicts that are too often
described as regional: in Afghanistan, between Iraq and Iran, in southern Africa,
in Cyprus, in the Western Sahara and in Cambodia.

In other zones of conflict or tension, the time is now one of détente or of
rapprochement of parties which only yesterday were pitted one against the other.
This is what is happening in the Horn of Africa, in the Maghreb and in Korea.

In general terms these achiever-nts and this progress have been the concrete
manifestation of a substantial improvement in international relations. Every day

we see new signs of a greater community of interests and of a growing convergence

of views.

But let us beware of euphoria.

Let us make sure first of all that the agreements signed are respected and
implemented in good faith. An agreement in principle, even a signature, does not
always lead us to peace.,

For example, in Central America the Esquipulas 1I agreement, although signed,
has nc yet put an end to tension in the region.

In the Middle East and in South Africa the situation has worsened.

Other armed and bloody conflicts - and, alas, too little is said of them =~ are

also continuing.

There is still a long and difficult road to travel as regards disarmament.
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Terrorism continues to wreak havoc and threatens the lives of innocent
civilians.

Unemj loyment, failure to respect minorities, the emergence of new
inequalities, intolerance in the most varied forms, violations of human rights all
daily feed tension, frustration and violence.

The world economic and social situation also remains a disturbing one.

Ecological challenges are increasingly disturbing also.

As Europeans, we follow with particular interest developments now w.ler way
within the Soviet Union and in other courtries in eastern Zurope. The changes that
have been announced should lead to a thorough reform in those States through
democratization of political bodies based on true transparency in public affairs
and decentralization of the economic structures.

The new Soviet foreign policy is characterized by a less dogmatic, more
realistic and more pragmatic assessment of international events.

There is no doubt that this developrent in the Soviet Union has contr ibuted to
a substantial improvement in relaticns between the Soviet Union and the United
States,

A perception of limits, even for super-Powers, in the field of military power
and in the field of commitments to weapons abroad has promoted this change. The
constraints of internal economic development and growing interdependence in a
multipolar world no longer allows one State to dictate its will to another. And so
it turns cut that a solution to problems can more reliably be found through
peaceful means, through dialcque, negotiation and co-operation.

Who could fail to hail the rapprochement between the two super-Powers

confirmed by the Washington and Moscow summit meetings?
This iogic has been applied alsc in Europe, where a new phase of détente and

co~operation has begun.
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Recognition of the European Community by various countries in Eastern Europe
has now been achieved. Following the agreement signed at Luxembourg between our
Community and the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA), neqgotiations are
now under way with the countries of Eastern Europe with a view to the conclusion of
agreements that can strengthen economic co-operation.

At the follow-up Conference in Vienna, the 35 signatories of the Helsinki
Final Act are about to agree on new orientations which deal, in particular, with
respect for human rights and human contacts among all Buropean citizens. I trust
that its work will finish soon and that this will be followed by the opening of
negotiations on conventional stability in Europe. The goal sought is twofolds
first, to establish, through asymmetrical reductions, a stable, secure and
verifiable balance of conventional forces in Europe at a lower level; and,
secondly, to find new measures that can also help to consolidate trust and security
in the wake of the Stockholm agreement.

On the question of Afghanistan, the Government of Luxembourg sSupports respect
for the Geneva Agreements by all the parties. Wwe expect, inter alia, that the
Soviet Union wiil soon conclude the complete withdrawal of its forces in accordance
vith the scheduled timetable, Unfortunately, however, we must note that fighting
continues in that country, which prolongs the suffering of the Afghan people and
delays the return of some 5 million refugees.

It is only the establishment in Kabul of a truly independent and
representative Government within the framework of a genuine process of
self-determination - in other words, with the participation of all Afghans,
including the resistance forces - that can make true peace possible, along with the
reconstruction of the country, which has been devastated by eight years of
occupation. My Government is willing to participate in the efforts based on

international solidarity in Support nf the Afghan people.



|

BHS /mtm A/43/PV.11
142

(Mr. Goebbels, Luxembourq)

The world public welcomed with relief and tremendous satisfaction the halting
of the murderous war between Iran and Irag. That conflict lasted eight years,
causing the death of more than 1 million young soldiers and czvillans, the
mutilation of hundreds of thousands of others and the destruction of entire towns.
What senseless and absurd sacrifices at the altar of the delusions of grandeur of
States, religious fanaticism and unbridled nationalism! we unreservedly support
the efforts of the Secretary~-General in the negotiations under way to bring about a
just, compr ehensive angd lasting settlement in accordance with resolution 598 (1987).

The systematic mining of the international waters of the Pei~:an Gulf and the
repeated acts of violence deliberately u:..leashed by the two belligerents against
the ships of third countries sailing in the region elicited unanimous condemnation
in my country. Similarly, we deplore the destruction of an Iranian air bus, with
the death of 300 civilians. we trust that the situation in the Gulf is now
returning to normal ang that freedom of navigation can be ensured in accordance
with international law.

In Cyprus, the Lepresentatives of the two communities of the island agreed a
few days ago to resume negotiations in Nicosia under the ausgpices of the
Secretary-General. I hope most sincerely that this will happen within the
scheduled time-frame. an overall settlement of the conflict must lead to the
withdrawal of the Turkish troops occupying part of the Republic of Cyprus and to
reconciliation between the two communities, so that 14 Years of division can be
ended.

In the Western Sahara conflict, the conditions for the implementation of the

Peace plan accepted by the two parties seem to have been met in pzinciple. The

proclamation of a cease-fire and the organization of a referendum, under the
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auspices of this Organ zation, should enable the Sahraoui people to exercise their
right to self—dgtermination freely and without constraint,

I also welcome the significant progress made by South Korea towards
democratization, The youth of the entire world is now meeting in that country to
Participate in the Olympic Games. Is it not by virtue of that same principle of
universality that we should now consider admitting the Republic of Korea to
membership of the United Nations?

On the question of Cambocdia, we have followed with interest and hope the
varicus diplomatic initiatives that have been undertaken in the last few months.
They demonstrate for the first time since the conflict erupted a growing political
will on the part of all the parties concerned to arrive at a negotiated solution.

At the informal meeting in Jakarta, which for the first time brought together
the different political forces in Cambodia, Viet Nam ang the countries of the
Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) , various Peace proposais were put
forward and discussed and a working procedure was agreed upon. As the General
Assembly has clearly reaffirmed Year after year, the complete withdrawal of
Vietnamese troops is the central element of any Settlement, which must enable the
Cambodian people to decide freely on their own future, Aany possibility of
returning to the atrocities committed under the Pol Pot régime must be comple Lely
avoided. The United Nations and the internaticnal community could well find
themselves entrusted with a decisive responsibility for the implementation of such
a settlement,

Will our Organization soon be able to welcome Namibia as the 160th Member,
which would be the successful crowning of the actions taken by the United Nations
almost since the beginning to end an illegal occupation and complete the historic

task of decolonization? The question would seem to be justified in view of the
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results achieved so far during the negotiations that have been going on for some
years now between South Africa, Cuba and Angocla, thanks to the mediation of

Mr. Chester Crocker, the United States Deputy Secretary for African Affairs. Those
countries have reached agreement on a set of Principles for a political settlement
of the conflict.

We hope that the negotiations will provide without further delay a precise
time-frame for the withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola. Hostilities have
already ceased. South African troops have left Angola. The parties to the
conflict have agreed to pPropose to the Secretary-General the date of 1 November
next for the implementation of resolution 435 (1978), which was adopted 10 years
ago by the Security Council. That resolution provides for the withdrawal of South
Africa's illegal administration from Namibia, the transfer of power to the Namibian
people and preparations for the accession to independence of Namibia through free
elections under the Supervision and monitoring of the United Nations.

The situation in South Africa is still a matter of serious concern. No
pProgress towards the abolition of the intolerable system of apartheid has been
achieved; quite the contrary. Instead of entering into a national dialogue, the
South African Government has prolonged and renewed the state of emergency and the
accompanying legislation. It has made the system of repression even harsher and
increased censorship.

Nelson Mandela has just had his ;eventieth birthday in prison. A symbol for
millions of oppressed People inside and outside South Africa, Mandela represents
the unquenchable hope for a united, democratic South Africa free of racial
discrimination. I Lepeat once again the appeal made by my Government, as by many
others, for his release and for the release of other political Prisoners and of the
many children and adolescents who have been unjustly imprisoned. We feel directly

concerned and involved in the fate of the condemned Sharpeville Six.
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The Government of South Africa has recognized the merits of a negotiated
settlement in the case of Namibia. I venture tc hope that it will reach the
conclusion that the time has come to find a negotiated solution that will eliminate
apartheid once and for ail. In the meantime, my Government will remain faithful to
the decisions taken by the European Community, under the presidency of Luxembourg,
whether it be a question of sanctions or of positive measures of support for the
victims of apartheid and for the front-line States. Luxembourg will also continue
its action at the national level, particularly in the financial sphere, in support
of the organizations struggling peacefully against apartheid.

I turn now to Central America. The tremendous hopes raised a vear ago by the
Esquipulas II agreement have been dashed. The negotiations have become dangerously

bogged down. While military activities Seem to have dropped off, the process of

upheavals in the region - have not been remedied so far. I appeal to the
Governments concerned to relaunch the peace process and ccurageously shoulder the
obligations arising from the Esquipulas II agreement., Peace in the region results
from the establishment in each of these countries of true democratic pluralism,
tespect for human rights and the promotion of social justice. It is incumbent on
us, in turn, to respect the principles of international law, and in particular the
Principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of any of the countries.

In the Middle East, the uprising by the Palestinians in the occupied
territories has demonstrated, by its spontaneous and lasting nature, the extent of
the frustration and disappointment of those who, despite their Precarious living
conditions, refuse to accept the humiliating situation of a people deprived of its

legitimate rights,
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My country has always defended Israel's right to exist as a State, and we
shall continue to do so. We therefore regret all the more that Iétael has in the
past few months had recourse to measures of repression that have coften been
brutal. Far from solving the problem, such measures have only increased the
Palestinians® distrust and théit determination to refuse to accept occupation.

Through his tireless, constant contacts, the United States Secretary of State,
Mr. Shultz, has tried to achieve a renewal of the dialogue and the beginning of a
pPeace process on the basis of a consistent and comprehensive plan.

Events in the past few months have demonstrated that the status quo is
unacceptable. They have enphasized the urgent need for a negotiated solution. A
growing majority of Member States already accept the idea of an international
conference uader the auspices of the United Nations. Such a ocoaference could serve
as a framework for direct negotiations between the parties concerned. It would
also be called upon to define the transitional measures and the security guarantees
required. It is for us - each and every one of us - to encourage this process of
negotiation and to ask the Secretary~General to continue hig consultations.

Any comprehensive, just and lasting settlement must be based on Security
Council resolutions 242 11967) and 338 (1973) , on recognition of the State of
Israel within secure and tecognized borders, and on recognition of the legitimate
rights of the Palestinian people, including its right to self-determination.

The decision by the King of Jordan to break the legal and administrative ties
between his country and the West Bank is an act of great significance. It should
lead the Palestinians to shoulder new tesponsibilities, and it opens new
pProspects,

Forty years ago, on 10 Decemdbar 1948, the General Assembly adopted the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. That was indeed an event of historic

significance.
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Despite some progress made since then, we have to say that throughcut the
world violations of human rights continue at an alarming rate. Torture is still a
quasi-institutionalized practice in many States. Racial discrimination and
xenophobia persist and feappear with new faceg - including in Europe. New forms of
vio@ence threaten individual security and safety. A large part of mankind that
lives in intolerable conditions is still deprived of the most elementary rights.

Let us take advantage of the opportunities offered by the present atmosphere
to give a new dimension to‘international action in this area, in co-operation with
the non-governmental organizations. Less seleptive criticism of violations of
human rights, a merciless struggle against torture and all forms of racism, new
attention to the protection of the rights of minorities, of women and children:
those would seem to me to be the areas for priority action.

I feel also that the éstablishment of an office of a high commissioner for
human rights - something which has long been advocated - could.qonsiderably
strengthen our means of action ang the Organization's authority.

The third special session devoted to disarmament, held last June, endeqd
without a consensus. I hope that the aAssembly will be able to consolidate and
finalize the rapprochements that were nevertheless achieved at that s;ssion on a
number of important questions. I shall confine myself to recalling that, in my
Government's opinion, a solution to the problem of the trading in arms should have
priority. Since the Second World War, such trading has provided weapons for
150 regional conflicts and wars, killed about 20 million human beings and consumed
vast sums,

The shocking use of chemical weapons was noted on several occasicns during the
war between Iraq and Iran, and has been noted more recently against the Kurdish
minority in the northern part of Iraq. My Government stroigly condemns the use of

such terrifying weapons, which must be banned once and for all. 1In that regard,
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President Reagan proposed from this very rostrum the convening of an international

confefence to consider this important problem, My Government supports that

Proposal. The international community is indeed called upon urgently to define

The peace and security of peoples do not depend only on doing away with
conflicts and threats of a military nature. The economic, social and ecelogical
balance of the worlgd determines equally, if not more, the stability and well-being
. of mankind.

The various ways in which the environment is being degraded have reached
alarming proportions, There is a risk that the ecosystems will undergo
irreversible changes., Acid rain is attacking and destroying our forests. Tropical
forests are being destroyed at a disturbing rate. The area that is deforested each
Year is equal to that of a country as large as Austria. Only about one tenth of
that area has been reforested. Significant climatic changes have resulted from
thaﬁ. Soil erosion is taking on tragic pProportions. There is a risk that it will
increase natural disasters, as happened recently in Bangladesh. It disrupts the
water flow and reduces agricultural output.

The misuse of pesticides is a major cause of the Pollution of the soil ang the
agricultural imbalance. The rapid consumption of fossil fuels is changing the
composition of the atmosphere and affecting the climate., 1t may be one of the
causes of the warming of the planet.

In Africa desertification is Progressing swiftly. It is now recognized as a

major obstacle to development.
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A solution is alsc urgently required to the problem of the disposal,
processing and export of toxic industrial waste. One thing is quite clear:
environmental problems cannot be handled by States individually. The problems are
often global, requiring collective solutions.

The Chernobyl disaster showed that nuclear pollution goes beyond national
borders, that nuclear power plants do not offer a complete answer to energy
problems and that their safety is not the concern only of the producing countries.

The climate, the atmosphere and the seas are the property of all mankind.

The rapid population growth in the countries of the Socuth is aggravating
social tensions and harming the environment. In 1987 the world's population
reached 5 billion, double what it was in 1950. By the end of the century it could
be more than 6 billion. Therefore, family planning programmes are necessary,
however unpleasant that may be to those who defend the right to life, who too often
forget the wretched existence of millions of children who are abandoned and have no
future.

Faced with all those.problems of concern to mankind as a whole, the United
Nations, the only truly universal forum, must shoulder a new responsibility in the
global village in which we all live_together.

In 1987 the international conmunity signed a protocol in Montreal, a protocol
that my country has since ratified, designed to protect the ozone layer. So far
that way of dealing with problems has been the exception. It must become the rule,

There must be growing awareness at the national and international levels.

When considering the report of the Brundtland Commission last year, our Assembly
recognized that preseant needs must be met without jeopardizing the satisfaction of
the needs of future generations, and that the planet 's resources and ecosystems
must be managed prudently, that areas that have already been degraded or destroyed

must be restored, and that dangers must be anticipated and prevented.
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The state of the world's economy is still a matter of grave concern, even if
there is a slight difference from the early 1980s. The whole decade has been
macked globally by slower growth., Admittedly, remarkable progress has been made in
Asia - particularly in China and the newly industrialized countries - but
stagnation and even serious reverses have occurred in Africa and Latin America.
The gap between the richest and the poorest countries has become wider,

The debt problem is still at the heart of the difficulties of the developing
countries. Servicing the debt paralyses their economies by absorbing an excessive
portion of export earnings. Those earnings in turn are affected by the drastic
reduction in the price of many raw materials., Finally, international capital flows
to those countries have lessened since 1982. The solutions proposed by the recent
Toronto summit, particularly for the least well-off countries, must now be
implemented urgently.

Policies for restructuring and adjustment often entail tremendous sacrifices.
In many countries food crises, the exodus from the countryside and uncontrolled
urbanization are getting worse. Poverty, malnutrition and sickness are increasing
instead of decreasing.

In Africa, as elsewhere, it is fundamentally important that economic growth
begin again. National Governments must courageously shoulder the primary
responsibility for their own development and follow policies of essential
restructuring and adaptation.

As the participants in the Khartoum Conference emphasized, economic and social

‘Strategies must give equal attention to the human factors of development; they mist

Strengthen education and make. it more widely available, promote health, increase

iemployment, encourage greater participation by citizens and seek a more just

[

/distribution of income, S0 as to ensure a better quality of environment and life.
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I would add that a stricter and more open management of public affairs would
help to combat corruption and increase people's trust. Increasing growth rates
must go hand in hand with an improvement in the living conditions of the majority,
not a worsening of those conditions. I trust that all the international
institutions will give their support to such policies with a human face.

It is also essential that the multilateral trade negotiations of the Uruguay
Round, aimed at Ffurther liberalizing trade in goods ang services, arrive at initial
results that give a new impetus to world trade.

Special attention shoculd be given to agriculture and the specific conditions
in which it is developing in both the North and the South. We cannot overlook the
fact that the price of agricultural products largely determines the export earnings
of many developing countries. Greater stability in such prices would help to
promote food security in each country and improve the worid balance of agricultural
output,

We must arm ourselves against the uncertainty which is a characteristic of the
world economic climate, with a view to strengthening the confidence of those who
make economic decisions ang promoting the necessary productive investments. 1In
this context, special importance attaches to the regional economic organizations
that are springing up, of which the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
is a good example.

The European Economic Community, of which my country was a founding member,
has more than 30 years' experience of this valuable integration. Military conflict
between the 12 member countries is no longer conceivable, although for centuries
they were regularly caugl:t up in terrible confrontations.

Today the Community is working to complete the creation of its great domestic
market by 1992. Significant progress has already been made. That market of

320 million citizens and consumers offers new prospects of growth and employment
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within it. That will open up possibilities of increased exports to its trading
partners.

We are only a few years from the end of the twentieth century, which has been
rent by so many upheavals, As we near the end of the century we have new prospects
in an atmosphere of détente, realism and co-operation. Our Organization is at the
centre of this development. Often treated with indifference, sometimes even with
contempt, it is now in an era full of promise. For the first time in its history
the United Nations is recognized by all as a special and effective instrument for
the resolution of conflicts.

My Government, which has always attached great importance to the United
Nations, views this progress with great satisfaction. We extend to our
Secretary-General, Mr. Perez de Cuellar, our gratitude for his work in support of
peace, at the head of our Organization.

Luxembourg's devotion to peace, non-violence and respect for human rights will
be evidenced tomorrow by the unveiling at the Delegates Entrance of a work of art
that is powerfully symbolic.

United Nations peace-keeping forces, which have been honoured today, are to be
found throughout the world: today in the Middle East, in Lebanon and Cyprus, in
Afghanistan, in Iran and Irag, and tomorrow perhaps in Namibia, Western Sahara and

elsewhere.
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This tremendous task in the service of the peace that is in the interests of
every Member State has major financial implications. Accordingly, the Government
of Luxembourqg will support any proposal to guarantee the financing of the
Peace-keeping forces., It is intolerable that the smooth functioning of our
Organization should be hampered by inadequate resources at a time when,
incidentally, major reforms and real savings have been achieved to enhance its

effectiveness.

The recent achievements of the United Nations are due to one decisive factor:
entente and the great Powers' will to co-operate. Thus we find ourselves in the
conditions that existed when the Organization was founded. It was that consensus
that inspired the drafting of ghe Charter. It must lead now to the reinforcement
of the primacy of law and its universal application. Let us act together to make

this development irreversible.

The PRESIDENT: I call nNow on representatives who wish to speak in

exercise of the right of reply.

May I remind members that, in accordance with General Assembly decision
34/401, statements in exercise of the right of reply are limited to 10 minutes for
the first intervention and to five minutes for the second and should be made by
delegations from their seats.

Mr. RONDON (United States of America): This session of the General
Assembly opened in a spirit of renewed hope and coc-operation. My delegation deeply
regrets that the Cuban representative took a very different and much less
productive tack in hisg intemperate and inaccurate remarks earlier this afternoon.

I reject his offensive and unacceptable statements concerning the President of the

United States, as well as his baseless charges against my country.
It is clear that what the representative of Cuba is seeking tn do, not by any

means for the first time, is to deflect attention from the failures of the Cuban
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revolution, the disasters that the Government of Cuba has brought to the Cuban
pPeople, and Cuba's sSystematic and flagrant violation of the human rights of jtsg own
citizens., The evidence is indisputable, The continuing flood of Cuban refugees is
stark and moving testament to the Cuban Government's blatant violation of basic
civil and political rights and to the inefficiency, cruelty and lack of

Productivity of the Cuban economy.

destabilization in many regions of the world. Pious statements ang unfounded

accusations against others cannot hide these facts.

Puerto Rico had achieved self-determination. Repeated efforts by Cuba to
re-~inscribe the question of Puerto Rico on the General Assembly's agenda have been
turned down. More telling than my words will be the Puerto Rican elections
‘Scheduled to be held in a few weeks' time. Puerto Ricans exercise their votes
freely ang enjoy genuine choice of candidates. No such statement can be made of
Cuba, whose P2cple have been denjed freedom of choice since 1959,

Mr. NUREZ MOSQUERA (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): when

ILepresentatives of a Government at the United Nations depart from the heritage of

its heroes it js because something is wrong. I believe that it was Abraham Lincoln

falsehoods,
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The representative of the United States says that my Foreign Minister attacked
his country and his President. Nothing could bes further from the truth. The
United States has insisted vigorously, and has repeated frequently, that a country
should not be named; that it is against so-called name-calling. But the first to
resort to name-calling in the Assembly was President Reagan, on the first day of
this debate. He spoke ill of many countries, and dignity does not permit us to
maintain silence or to allow infamy to gain ground here.

The tirade we have just heard from the representative of the United States did
not tell us anything new. I can deal with all that he said in far less than the
10 minutes allowed to me.

With regard to economic disaster, I think that the example of Cuba, 90 miles
from imperialism, its achievements in the sphere of health, education, the economy
and human rights are sufficient testimony to give the Asgembly a true picture of
the Cuban reality. This reality of my country has been recognized by the
international community. The only people to question it are spokesmen of the
United States Government, who cannot forgive Cubans, who’have carried through a
socialist revolution and have a Government and a country that are masters of their
own destiny only 90 miles from the most aggressive imperialism in the world.

Human rights are the banner of the Cuban Government. We have said this on
many occasions. We are proud of the way in which human rights are respected in
Cuba: the right to work, to health, to education, to security, to decent housing.,
In Cuba, when someone is sick and goes to hospital he is attended to free of
charge. If he needs a vital organ transplant it is done free of charge. No one
asks him if he is for or against the revolution, whether he has religious beliefs,
whether he is white or black. It does not matter. In the United States the

reality is quite different, and we all know that.
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The best demonstration of respect for human rights in my country is the fact
that millions of men and women have weapons in the factories to defend the
achievements of the revolution, because of the constant threats from United States
imperialism, What Government that did not respect human rights could give arms to
the people? 1 invite the Uniteg States representative to recommend to his
Government that it give arms to the illiterates ang the thousands of despairing

people in that country to see whether it is true that human rights are respected.
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The representative of the United States speaks about the flood of refugees
from Cuba since 1959, I believe that the truth is completely different. After the
triumph of the Cuban revolution, the United States offered its hospitality to all
of the murderers and torturers from the Batista Government. Afterwards it
encouraged the exodus of Cubans. When pPeople would apply for a visa to come to
this country, they were turned down; nevertheless, when a person would arrive here
endangering the lives of other citizens - by highjacking an aeroplane or a boat -
he was received as a hero.

The same United States closed its borders to economic integration - the same
United States that is trying to turn the so-called exodus of refugees into a
political football, when everybody knows how it has been during the past 30 yearé
of the Cuban revolution.

Lastly, he spoke about Puerto Rico. The situation there is a colonial one,
When, 100 years ago, Jose Marti established the Cuban Revolutionary Party, he did
so in order to fight for Cuban independence and to promote the independence of
Puerto Rico.

The situation in Puerto Rico is one that has been discussed every year in the
Committee on decolonization, as the United States representative ought to know.
But Cuba is not the only one that is saying this. The Ministerial Conference of
the Non-Aligned Countrijes was held recently in Nicosia, the capital of Cyprus. Let
me read out the paragraph on Puertn Rico in the statement issued by the ministers
for foreign affairs of the Non-aligned countries. It would be well if the

representative of the United States listened to it attentively.
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"The Ministers reaffirmed that Puerto Rico was an integral part of rLatin

America and the Caribbean, by virtue of its historical, cultural and

geographical ties, They reiterated their support for the inalienable right of

the Puerto Rican people to self-determination ang independence in conformity
with General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and took note of the resolution
adopted on 16 August 1988 by the United Nations Special Committee on
decolonization. They also reiterated their concern about allegations relating
to the imprisonment of Puerto Rican patriots by the United States Government,
both in that country and in Puerto Rico, and they called fo; respect for the

Political and civil rights of all Puerto Rican patriots."

Much more could be saigd about Puerto Rico and the presence and existence of
huclear weapons on that island, in violation of the obligations assumed by the
United States under the Treaty of Tlatelolco. President Reagan has already bade us
farewell, ang there will soon be elections in this country: perhaps we will soon
have an opportunity to tell the most recalcitrant, the spokesmen of Reaganism,
enemies No, 1 of multilateralisms

(spoke in English)

"Best wishes and go home",

Mr. RONDON (United States of America): It is late, I should just like to
read out two sentences spoken this afternoon by the Foreign Minister of Cuba. He
said - and 1 agrees

”Democ:acy has progressed in Latin America and the Car ibbean,

Dictatorial régimes are more isolated than ever, rejected by both their own

Peoples and the Latin American and Car ibbean community." (supra, p. 82)

Yes, that is a true statement. Sadly, Cuba is an exception.
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example of the disinformation perpetrated by advocates of Reaganism. In my view,
Cuba's ever growing presence and integration into Latin America and the Caribbean,
in the Latin American Parliament and in the Latin American Economic System belie
everything that has just been said by the United States representative. They want
to wed us to the lie in order to force us to live with it, but they cannot do so.

The meeting rose at 8.35 p-m,






