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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The item entitled “Reduction of military budgets” was inaluded in the
provisional agenUa of the forty-third session in accordance with Qeneral Assembly
resolution 42.136  of 30 November 1987,

2. At ite 3rd plenary meeting, on 23 September 1988,  the Genercrl Assembly, on the
recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item in its agenda
and to allocate it to the First Committee.

3, At its 2nd meeting, on 12 October, the First Committee decided to hold a
general debate on the dirarmament  item8 allocated to it, nemel:! itema 51 to 69 and
139, 141 and 145. The deliberations  on those item8 took place between the 3rd and
the 25th meetings, from 17 October to 2 November (888 A/C.1/43/PV.3-25).
Consideration of and action on draft resolutions on those items took place between
3 and 18 November (see A/C.1/43/PV.26-43).

4, In connection with itom 62, the First Committee had before it the following
documents;

(a) Report of the Disarmament Commissions  A/

Officu Record8 of the Gwral AoamtUy,  Fo2Lf;Y--f;hkiS~~,
(A/43/42).

8 8 - 3 1 3 1 0  0067P (E) / . . I
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(b) Report  of th8 learetary-General  on military 8XpenditUr8s  in standardised
form r8pOrt8d  by States (A/43/567 and Add.l)t

(a) Letter dated 31 Xarah  1988  from the Permanent Reprerentetive  of Bulgaria
to the United Natioua addreraed  to  the Searetary-Uensral,  tranemittfng the texts  of
the aommuniqui  and the appeal irsued by the Committee of the Ministers for Foreign
Affaira of #a Statra Parti to  the Warsaw Treaty  at  i ts  Sofia meeting,  on 29 and
30 Marah 1988 (A/43/276)1

(cl) Letter dated 16 June 1988 from the Chargd  d’affaires a,i. of th8
Permanent Mimion of the Ialamia Republia  of Iran to the United Nations addressed
to the Searetary-Qenrral  (A/43/410-Wl9942)~

(8) Letter dated 29 September 1988 from the Permanent Representative of
Cyprus to the United Nations addr8Rred to the Sraretary-Qeneral,  transmitting the
final doauments adopted by the Conf8r8nar  of Borei- Minirters  of tbar Movement of
Non-Aligned Countrier  , held at Nioorria  from 5 to 10 September 1986
(A/43/607-S/20212)#

(f) Letter dated 6 October 1988 from the Permanent Regreaentative  of Zimbabw8
to the United Nations addressed  to the Seoratary-General, transmitting the t e x t  of
t h e  f i n a l  aommunigui *tf the Meeting of Minirterr for Foreign Affairs and Heads of
Delegation of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries to the forty-third eesaion  of
the General Alrsembly,  held in New York on 3 Oatober  1988 (A/43/709)1

(g) Letter  dated 31 OatOb8r 1988 from the Permanent Regrerentative  of Hungary
to the United Nation8 addr8868d  to the Searetary43enera1, transmitting the texts of
the aommuniqud  and the statement issued by the Committee of the Minister8 for
Foreign Affair6 of the Warsaw Treaty Member Staten  on Friendship, Co-operation and
Mutual A s s i s t a n c e  at itb Budapest meeting, on 28 and 29 October 1988 (A/C.1/43/7).

I I . CONSIDERATION OF DRAPT  RESOLUTIONS A/C.1/43/L.58  AND Rev.1

5, On 31 Oatober 1988, w Ireland. Peru. Romania. Sea
m and the w of Son oubmitted  a draft resolution
entitled “Reduction of military budgets” (A/C.1/43/L.58),  which wa8  later also
8ponsored by w. The draft resolution was introduced by the representative of
Romania at the 29th meeting, on 7 November.

6, On 11 NOVemb8fy  the rponrrors ElUbmitt8d  a revised draft resolution
(A/C.1/43/L.58/Rev.l),  containing the fol lowing changes:

(a) In th8 second preambular paragraph, the phrase “paragraph 59” was
replaced by “paragraph tI9”r

(b) Thus ninth prembular paregraph, the date “1988” was replaced by “1986@‘;

(c) Operative paragraph 4, which had read:
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‘I- the Disarmament Conuniarion to aontinue aonrideration of the
item entitled ‘Reduation  of military budqetr'  and, in thir Qontext, to
aonalude,  at its 1989 rubrtantivo meaafon,  taking into amount the aontent of
paragraph 7 aa a whOl8, itr work on the last rentenae of that outrtanding
paragraph of the prinaigler that lrhould  govern further aationr of States in
the field of freesing and reduation of military budgeta,  and to rubmit its
report and reaomm8ndationr  to the Qenersl  Aarembly not later than at ite
forty-fourth aed,oxP,

was revieed  to read1

@@m the Disarmament Commission to continue oonrideration  of the
item entitled ‘Reduation  of military budgeta'  and, in thiu context, to
COnClUd8,  at ita 1989 rubrtantive  aeaaion, it8 work on the last outotanding
paragraph of the prinaigler  that rhould govern further aationr  of State8 in
the field of freeaing and reduotion of military budgetr, and to rubmit it8
report and reaommendationr  to thr Qeneral Aaeembly not later than at its
forty-fourth a8aoiong’.

7, At ita 36th meeting, on 14 NOV8mberr the COrnmitt adopted draft r8t4OlutiOn
A/C.l/43/L,58/Rev,l  without a vote (see para, 8).

I I I . RECOMdERDATION OF THE FIRST COMITTEE

8, The First Commiccee  rcuaommendr  to the Qeneral Aarembly  the adoption of the
following draft resolutionr

v about the ever-spiralling arm6 raoe and growing military
expenditures , which constitute a heavy burden for the eaonomira  of all nations
and have extremely harmful effect8 on world peace and aeaurity,

mm the proviaionr of paragraph 89 of the Final
Document of the Tenth Special Session  of the General Assembly, 21 the first
s p e c i a l  eesaion  d8VOt8d  t o  disarm8ment, according to which the gradual
reduction of military budgets on a mutually agreed baaie, for 8xampler in
absolute figures or in terms of percentage, particularly by nuclear-weapon
States  and  o ther  mi l i tar i ly  s ign i f i cant  Statea, would contribute to curbing
the arm6 race and would inareare the posIBibiliti88  for the r8alloaation  of
resources now being used for military purpose8  to economic and social
development,  particularly for  the benefit  of the d8V8lOping  COUntri88,

21 Resolution S-10/2,

/ I..
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Canvinaed that the freesing and r8dUOtiOn of military budgets would have
favourable aonsequenaes  o n  th8 world eaonomia and finanOis1 situation and
might faailitate efforts  made to  inarease international  assistance for the
developing countries ,

Reaallina  tha t  at  i t s  twe l f th  spea ia l  s e s s ion ,  the  seaond  s p e a i a l  s e s s i o n
devoted to disarmament, all Member States unanimously and Cat8gOriCally
reaffirmed the validity of the Final DOOum8nt  of the Tenth Sp8oial Session, as
well as their solemn commitment to it,  31

Reaallincr_ that in the Dealaration  of the 19808 as the Second United
Nations Disarmament Deaade,  it is provided that during this period renewed
efforts should be made to reaoh agreement on the reduation of military
expenditures and the realloaation  of resouraes  thus saved to eaonomia and
soaial  development, eSp8CiCrlly  iOr the  benefit  Of developing COUntriesr  fi/

m fur- the provisions of its relevant resolutions, in which it
considered that a new impetus should be given to the end8aVOUrS  to achieve
agreements to freese, reduce or Otherwise restrain, in a balanced manner,
mil i tary expenditures, inaluding adequate measures of verifiaation
SatiSfat!tOry t0 al l  parties  Concerned,

Aware of the various proposals submitted by Member States and of th8
activities carried out so far within the frameWOrk  of the United Nations in
the field of the reduation of military budgets,

D that the id8ntifiaatiOn  and elaboration of the principles
that should govern further a c t i o n s  of Stats8 in freeaing and reducing military
budgets and the other aurrent activities within the frsmework of the United
Nations related to the question of the reduation of military budgets should be
regarded as having the fundamental Objective of reaching international
ldgreements  on the reduction of mili tary eXp8nditUr88,

w that the Disarmament Commission, at its 1986 substantive session,
agreed upon the above-mentioned principles with the exception of one
outs tanding  p a r a g r a p h  on which  it was  genera l ly  f e l t  that  fu r ther
consideration was needed, B/

1, s  acrain t h a t  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  achieve
international agreements on the reduction of military budgets without

21 ,
AnnBxBB,  agenda i tems 9 to 13, document A/8-12/32,  para. 62.

41 S e e  r e s o l u t i o n  35/46,  annexI para, 15,

gffimds of  ths Gwral &mu&.&y, F o r t v - f i r s t  Sagsio~,
&i& (A/41/42), pare. 28.8.
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prejudice to the right of all States to undiminished seaurity, 88lf-d8f8nO8
and sovereignty)

2. s to all States, in partiaular  to the most heavily armed
States, pending the aonalusion of agreements on the reduation of military
expenditures, to exeraiso self-restraint in their military expenditures with a
view to realloaating the funds thus saved to saonomio  and soaial development,
particularly for the benefit of developing countriesr

3, m that the human and material resouraes released through the
reduation of military 8Xp8nditUt8II aould be realloaated for eaonomia and
Social development, particularly for the benefit of th8 developing aountri8sJ

4 . m the Disarmament Commission to continue aonsid8ration of the
item entitled nR8dUCtiOn  of military budgetog, and, in this context, to
conclude, at its 1989 substantive session, its work on the last outstanding
paragraph of th8 principles that should govern further actions of States in
the field of freesing and reduction of military budgets, and to submit its
report and recommendations to the Qeneral Assembly not later than at its
forty-fourth sessions

5,# of Member States to the fact that the
identification and elaboration of the prinaiples  that should govern further
actions of States in freesing and reducing military budgets could contribute
to harmonising the views of States and creating confidence smong them
conducive to achieving international agreements on the reduction of military
budgets1

6. m all Member States, in particular the most heavily armed
States. to reinforce their readiness to co-operate in a constructive manner
with a view to reaching agreements to fr8888,  r8dUae or otherwise restrain
military expenditureor

7. &&j~s to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-fourth
session the item entitled "Reduction of military budgets”.

/
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