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I, INTRODUCTION

1. The item entitled @@Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free aone in the region
of the Middle East” was included in the provisional agenda of the forty-third
session in accordance with General Assembly resolution 42128 of 30 November 1987.

2 . At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 23 September 1988, the General A8rembly,  on the
recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include ths item in ftr agenda
and to allocate it to the First Committee.

3 . At its 2nd meeting, on 12 October. the Firrt Committee decided to hold a
general debate cn the disarmament items allocated to it, namely, item8 51 to 69,
1.39, 141, and 145. The deliberations on those items took place between the 3rd and
the 25th meetings, from 17 October to 2 November (see A/C,1/43/PV.3-25).
Consideration of and action on draft resolutions on those items took place between
3 and 18 November (see A/C.l/43/PV,26-43).

4 . In connection with item 54, the First Committee had before it the following
documents I

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on the establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East (A/43/484)1

(b) Letter dated 30 March 1988 from the Permanent Representative of Jordan to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the final
communiqui  of the Seventeenth Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers, the Session

88-30492 0054P (E) / . . *



A/43/833
Englirh
Page 2

of 11lamic  Solidarity with the Upriring of the PalertLnian People, held at Amman,
Jordan‘ from 3 to 7 Sha’ban  A.H. 1408 (A.D. 21-25 March 1988) (A/43/273-8/19720)1

(c) Lottor  dated 6 June 1988 from the Permanent Representative of Jordan to
the United Nation@  addrerred to the Secretary-Qenoral,  tranrmitting the final
commrrnigd  a n d  the reportr  and rerolutionr adopted by the Seventeenth Ialarnic
Conference  of Foreign Minirterr, the Serrion of Islamic Sol idarity with thr
Upriring of the Palertinian  People, held at Amman, Jordan, from 3 to
7 Sha’ban  A.H. 1408 (21 to 25 March 1988) (A/43/393-6/19930)1

(d) Letter dfited 29 September 1968 from the Permanent Reprerentative  of
Cyprus  to the United Nationr addreared to the Secretary-Qeneral, tranrmitting the
final documentr  adopted by the Conference of Foreign Minirters of the Movement or’
tion-Aligned  Countrier, held at Nicoria from 5 to 10 September 1988
(A/43/667-W20212)j

(e) Letter dated 21 October 1988 from the Permanent Representative of the
German Democratic Republic to the United Nationr addrersed to the Secretary-Qeneral
(A/43/741),

I I , CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALL

5, On 28 October,  &gy& rrrbmitted  a draft  resolution entit led “Establishment  of  a
nuclear-weapon-free 6one in the region of the Middle Eaot” (A/C.1/43/L.l1),  which
read ar followa;

“w itr rerolutionr 3263 (XXIX) of 9 December 1974, 3474 (XXX) of
11 December 1975, 31171 of 10 December 1976, 32182 of 12 December 1977, 33164
of 14 December 1978, 34177  of 11 December 1979, 351147 of 12 December 1980,
36187  of 9 December  1981, 37175 of  9 December 1962, 38164 of 15 December 1983,
39154  of 12 December 1984, 40/62 of 12 December 1985, 41148 of 3 December 1986
and 42128 of 30 November 1987 on the establirhment of a nuclear-weapon-free
mane in the region of the Middle Eaet,

“s the recommendations for the establishment of such a zone
in the Middle East consistent with paragraph6 60 to 63, and in particular
paragraph 63 (d), of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the
Genbral  Asrembly,  I/

“w the basic provisions of Che above-mentioned resolutions,
which call  upon al l  parties  directly concerned to consider taking the
practical and urgent steps required for the implementation of the proposal to
establirh a nuclear-weapon-free aone in the region of the Middle East and,

11 Rerrolution S-1012.



A/43/833
English
Page 3

pending and during the eetablishment of such a none, to declare rolemnly that
they wil l  refrain,  on a reciprocal  baai@, from producing, acquiring or in any
other way pooreaeing  nuclear weapono and nuclear erplooive  devices and from
permitting the stationing of nuclear weapono on their territory by any third
party, to agree tc place nll their nuclear facilitier under International
Atomic Energy Agency safeguarda and to declare their support for the
l stablirhment of the rone and deposit such declarationc  with the Security
Council for consideration, as appropriate,

“D the inalienable right of all State8 to acquire and develop
nuclear energy for peaceful purpotiea,

“v the need for appropriate measurer on the quootfon  of
the prohibition of military attacks on nuclear facilitier,

“w the conseneue  reached by the Qeneral Assembly at its
thirty-fifth rreaeion that the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free rone in
the region of the Middle East would greatly enhance international peace and
secur i ty ,

“Daeiroue  of  building on that consensus  80 that eubstantial progrers  can
be made towards ertabliehing a nuclear-weapon-free sane in the region of the
Middle Ease,

“B the essential  role of the United Nation6  in the
establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free Bone i n  the region of the Middle East,

“w the report  of  the Secretary-Qeneral ,  21

“1. u to the Secretary-Qeneral  for his  report
containing the viewe of parties concerned regarding the establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-frea none  in the region of the Middle Eastr

‘I 2. Takrr nou of the above-mentioned report1

“3 . w the Secretary-Qeneral to undertake a study, with the
aesietance of a small number of consultants, on the practical measures capable
of creaking the neceeeary conditions to establish a nuclear-weapon-free eone
in the Middle East, taking into account the circumstances and characteristics
of the region, and to submit the study to the forty-fifth session of the
General Aseemblyr

“4 l A.J,so rui;a the Secretary-General, in undertaking this study, to
seek the views and suggestions of the States of the region with respect to the
practical measures called for in paragraph 3 above]

21 A/43/484,

/ . . .
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“5. EuzUa.r.rm thr Secretary-Qrnrral to submit  a progress  report
on the implamontation  of the prosent resolution to the forty-fourth session of
the Qrnrral Arrrmbly~

II 6, w to inc lude  in  the  provisSona1  eganda of  i t s  for ty - fourth
sossion  the itrm entitled @OEstabliohment  af a nuclear-weapon-free lone in the
region of the Middlr East, I’

6. On 9 November, bf submitted a revised draft resolution
(A/C.1/43/L.ll/Rov.l),  which was introduced by its representative at the
33rd mrrting, on 10 Novombsr. The rovisrd draft resolution conteine6  the following
changes;

(a) Now operative  paragraphs 1 to 5 were added and mad as follower

II 1, SUQRR al l  parties  directly concerned to  consider seriously taking
the practiaal and urgent steps required fnr the implementation of the proposal
to  establish a nuclear-weapon-free aone  in the region of  the Middle  East  in
accordance with the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and, as a
moans of promoting this objectivr, invitee the countries concerned to adhere
to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation  of Nuclear Wsaponsr 3.1

II 2, Murray all countries of the region that have not done so,
pending t h e  ertablisbmont o f  t h r  aoner to agree to place all their nuclear
activities under International Atomic Energy Agency safeguarder

II 3. X.nyu those aountries,  pending the establishment of  a
nuclear-weapon-free aono in the region of the Middle East, to declare their
support for establishing such a sonsr consistent with the relevant paragraph
of the Final Doaumrnt of the Tenth Spraial Session of the Qeneral Assembly, 41
and to depooit  those dealarationr  with the Security Counailr

“4 . v those countries, pending the establishment of the
mono, not to dowlop,  produce, teat or otherwise acquire nuclear weapons or
permit the stat ioning on their territories ,  or territories  under their
control ,  of nuclear woaponr  or nuclear rxplorive  deviaesr

)I 5. U,~&.R the nuclear-weapon  States and all other States to render
their aooistance in the establishment of the sone  and at the same time to
refrain from any action that runs counter to both the letter and the spirit OC
the present resolutions  “I

91 Resolution 2373 (%X11), annex,

$1 Resolution S-1012,  para. 63  (d).
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(b) Original operative paragraphs 1 and 2 were renumbered as new operative
paragraphs 6 and 7,

(c) Original operatlve paragraphs 3 to 5 were both revised and renumbered as
new operative paragraphs 8 to 10, which read as followsa

“8. w the Secretary-Qeneral to undertake a study on effective and
verifiable measures which would facilitate the establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free sone in the Middle East, taking into account the
circumstances  and characterist ics  of the M’.ddlr  East ,  ae well  as  views and
suggestions of the parties of the region, and to submit this study to the
Qeneral  Assembly at  i ts  forty-f i f th sessionj

"9. m parties  of  the region to submit  to the Secretary-Qealcral
their views and suggestions with respect to the practical measurea called for
in paragraph 8 above)

“10, m the Secretary-Qeneral to submit a progress report on the
implementation of the present resolution to the Qeneral Assembly at its
for ty- fourth  sessions”)

(d) Original operative paragraph 6 was renumbered as new operative
paragraph 11.

7. At the seme meeting, Eqypt submitted a corrigendum
(A/C,1/43/L.ll/Rev.l/Corr.l),  in which the word “practical” was deleted from
operative paragraph 9 of the revised draft resolution (A/C.1/43/L.ll/Rev.l).

8. In this connection, the Secretary-Qenerel submitted a statement on the
programme budget implications of the draft resolution (A/C.I/43/L.76).

9. At its 38th meeting, on 15 November, the Committee adopted the revised draft
resolution without a vote (see pars.  10).

III I RECOMMENDATION OF THE FIR:‘T COMMITTEE

10. The First Committee recommends to the Qeneral Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolution;

&ss:pl.J&g  its resolutions 3263 (XXIX) of 9 December 1374, 3474 (XXX) of
11 December 1975, 31171 of 10 December 1976, 32i82 of 12 December 1977, 33164
of 14 December 1978, 34177  of 11 December 1979, 351147 of 12 December 1980,
36187  of 9 December 1981, 37/75 of 9 December 1982, 38164 of 15 December 1983,

/ . . .
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39/54 of 12 December 1984, 40/82 of 12 December 1985, 41/48 of 3 December 1986
and 42/28 of 30 November 1987 on the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free
zone in the region of the Middle East,

Recalling also the recommendations for the establishment of such a zone
in the Middle East consistent with paragraphs 60 to 63, and in particular
paragraph 63 (h), of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the
General Assembly, Z/

Imphasizinq the basic provisions of the above-mentioned resolutions,
which call upon all parties directly concerned to consider taking the
practical and urgent steps required for the implementation of the proposal to
establish a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East nnd,
pending and during the establishment of such a zone, to declare solemnly that
they will refrain, on a reciprocal basis, from producing, acquiring or in any
other way possessing nuclear weapons and nuclear explosive devices and from
permitting the stationing of nuclear weapons on their territory by any third
party, to agree to place all their nuclear facilities under International
Atomic Energy Agency safeguards and to declare their support for the
establishment of the zone and deposit such declarations with the Security
Council for consideration., as appropriate,

Reaffirminq the inalienable right of all States  to acquire and develop
nuclear energy for peaceful purposes,

Emohasisina  also the need for appropriate measures on the question of the
prohibition of military attacks on nuclear facilities,

Bearing in mind the consensus reached by the General Assembly at its
thirty-fifth session that the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in
the region of the Middle East would greatly enhance international peace and
security,

Desirous of building on that consensus so that substantial progress can
be made  towards establishing a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the
Middle East,

Emphasizinq the essential role of the United Nations in the establishment
of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East,

Havinu examined the report of the Secretary-General, &/

1. Urges all parties directly concerned to consider seriously taking
the practical and urgent steps required for the implementation of the proposal
to establish a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East  in

51 Resolution S-10/2.

61 A/43/404.

/ . . .
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accordance with the relevant resolutions of the General Aseembly and, as a
mean@  of promoting this  object ive, invites the countries concerned to adhere
to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation  of Nuclear Weapons; 11

2, v all countries  of the region that have not done 80)

pending the establishment of the Bone, to agree to place al l  their  nuclear
activities under International Atomic Energy Agency safeguarder

3 . Invitee  those countries ,  pending the establishment of  a
nuclear-weapon-free mane in the region of the Middle East, to declare their
support for establishing such a mane, consistent with the relevant paragraph
of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly a/
and to deposit  those declarations with the Security Councilr

4 . Furthar i&&s$ those countries,  pending the establishment of  the
aons, not to develop, produce, test or otherwise acquire nuclear weapons or
permi t  the  s ta t ion ing  on the ir  t err i tor ies ,  or  t err i tor ies  under  the ir
control, of nuclear weapons or nuclear explosive devicesr

5 . ‘Invites the nuclear-weapon States and all other States to render
their assistance in the establisnment of  the Bone and at  the same t ime to
refrain from any action that runs counter to both the letter and the spirit  of
the present resolutions

6, Extenas to the Secretary-General  1or his  report
containing the views of parties concerned regarding the establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East1

7 . !J&kes am of the above-mentioned report!

0. R~~.w&E  the Secretary-General to undertake a study on effective and
verifisble measures which would facilitate the establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East, taking into account the
circumstances and characteristics of the Middle East, as well as the views and
the suggestions of the parties of the region, and to submit this study to the
General  Assembly at  i ts  forty-f i f th sessions

9, Bsqus&s parties of the region to submit to the Secretary-Geueral
their views and suggestions with respect to the measures called for in
paragraph 8 above;

10. j&guests  the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at
its forty-fourth session a progress report on the implementation of the
present resolutions

21 Resolution 2373 (XXII), annex.

B/ Resolution S-10/2, para. 63 (d).
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1 1 .  U to inc lude  in  the  prov i s iona l  agenda  o f  i t s  for ty - fourth
session the item entitled “Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the
region of the Middle East”.

--m-w


