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The meeting was called to order at 10.25 a.m.

ADDRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY MR. JOSE NAPOLEON DUARTE, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
EL SALVADOR

The PRESIDENT: This moraning the Assembly will hear an address by the

President of El Salvador.

Mr. Jose Napoleon Duarte, President of the Republic of El Salvador, was

escorted into the General Assembly Hall,

The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly, I have the honour to

welcome to the United Nations the President of the Republic of El Salvador, His

Excellency Mr. Jose Napoleon Duarte, and to invite him to address the General

Assembly.

President DUARTE (interpretation from Spanish): fTwo years ago when my

Government had been in office for four months, I felt that I should appear before
the Assembly to describe to the wor:d my people's achievements in its unwavering
determination to attain freedom, pluralistic participative democracy, development,
social justice and, essentially, peace as the fruit of true national
reconciliation. The time had come to present to th: Assembly the noble and
legitimate aspirations of my people and Government. It was a time when the dreams
of five decades were finally being realized, after many years of dictatorship.

It was also my intention to come to the United Nations last year to tell the
world about the achievements we had been making in our endeavour &nd to present to
it our spirit of peace, but I was unable to do so, overcome as I was by the
infamous kidnapping of my daughter, Ines Guadalupe. Therefore I made an appeal
from my country for reason, concord and the international community's solidarity in
the hope that it would support my efforts for a just and humane solution to that

act. I am deeply grateful for the support I received from the United Nations.
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Today, a great many of those dreams, viewed from the standpoint of defending
values, have become an unquestionable reality which is recognized by even our
sternest critics. In our most recent history three great misfortunes have befallen
my people, deepening its poverty and suffering. These three great disasters which,
if compared with some biblical events, might be called the three great plagues,
have afflicted and continue to afflict El Salvador. The first was the disaster
brought about by war; the second was the econonlc disaster resulting from the
effects of international terms of tradej; and the third was a natural disaster which
wrought economic and social éamge greater than the first two disasters combined.
The damage caused by seven years of war and seven years of economic crisis cannot
be compared to the damage caused by seven seconds of the earthquake of 10 October.

There certainly remains a great deal to be done in every walk of life for
Salvadorian citizens, but the determination ¢f my people and Government is
unwavering and we will overcome every cbstacle that lies before us. That is why
today I have the honour to address the Assembly and to speak about the enormous
problems my people is facing and the urgent tasks that need to be undertaken to
repair and rebuild our capital city which was devastated by the earthquake of
10 october 1last,

My pcesence here is fundamentally in response to the clamcur of all my people
who have placed their hopes and trust in the help ~nd solidarity that the
international community may be able to offer to overcome the vicissitudes now
affecting them, because these seriously threaten the true consolidation of
democracy in El salvador. The earthquake meant sacrifice for each Salvadorian
citizen, Those who had a great deal lost a great deal, but those who had little

lost everything., That is the truth of the terrible tragedy that has struck us.
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The earthquake made clear to all the poverty, the suffering, the hunger, in which
we live., Thousands of families who lived in caves, who normally were hidden from
view, emerged in those seven seconds, panic-stricken and showing the effects of the
suffering and the subhuman conditions in which they lived. That cataclysm struck
every one of us without exception, It shook our very conscience. It shook the
depthe of our hearts and our minds, and brought out an immense and deep cry to the
world as a whole. It made us more human and brought us closer together in our
distress and bereavement, The earthquake has been our harshest trial, to which nmy
people has responded with faith and hope.

The terrible tragedy that struck San Salvador caused the death of 1,500
people, wounded 10,000, left 300,000 homeless cnd caused a great deal of damage to
the histbric, material and cultural heritage of our people. The material losses
exceed $10,000 million, including damage to the hospital network, the educational
system, the production and trade system and the public services system.

According to data provided by private enterprise, from 85 to %0 per cent of
the industry located in the capital city was damaged by the earthquake. That made
a deep impact on the national economy and production, since the metropolitan area
is the nerve centre of the country’'s economic activity. The earthquake destroyed
the hospital network of the metropolitan area and consequently thousands of
Salvadorians are now being attended to in makeshift field hospitals where major and
minor surgery is performed in truly precarious conditions.

In the educational area damage was done to 150 educational centres, equivalent
to a minimum of 1,500 classrooms, I should alco mention that 90 per cent of the
cultural heritage was damaged. Libraries, museums, monuments, churches. theatres

and sports facilities were destroyed.
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as regards public services, the drinking water distribution network servicing
one third of the capltal was affected along more than 50 kilometres of its length,
without counting the other drainage systems and water supply ajueducts, about which
it is impossible to assess the damage because they cannot be reached.

As regards telecommunications, four telephone exchanges were destroyed.
Repairs to them will cost over 26 million. fimilarly, there was damage to the
electric power network, estimated at more than $20 million. The urban
infrastructure and the transpcrtation system wers seriocusly affected. Cracks
opened up in the streets and the direct and indirect damage in this area exceeds
830 million, without counting the cost of repairs to streets, the removal of
rubble, and cleaning.

Special mention should be made of the compiete disruption caused by the
ear thquake in the administrative management of various governmental units.
Countless public service buildino;:;s were damaged irreparably. The direct cost under
this item exceeds §50 million, without assessing the indirect cost resulting from
removal of these services o other facilities,

Damage to the production and trade sector exceeds $135 million, not counting
the cost resulting from the paralysis of their activities, which total some
$71 million.

These figures might appear small to some industrialized éountries, but for my
country they are truly enormous. They add up to at least 25 per cent of the gross
domestic product. ‘

As a result of this natural disaster poverty has worsened and the living
standards of my countrymen have become more precarious. The ability of the central
Government and the municipal Governments to respond to needs has been substantially

reduced. The disaster has compelled us to assume emergency functions that had not
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beer foreseen and to sget in motion mwulum- and short-term plans that wiil have to

be integrated into a new national development scheme.
All of this is a challenge to which we must respond without resourceg of our
own. There lies the tragedy. While the war and the econoric crisis seriously

restricted our ability to meet social needs, today the earthquake makes it totally
impossible for us to do so.
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The earthauake resulted in a serious deterioration in the living conditions of
the Salvadorian people and required a radical turnabout in my Government's economic
and social development planning. As the General Assembly will understand, this
situation obvicusly reauires a reformulation and reprogramming of our sectoral
development plans and strategies, which must now focus on the aims and goals needed
for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of a new El Salvador.

These three great disasters have been and are still being faced st&ically by
my people. In response to the destructive effects of the prolonged people's war,
we have united to strive for naticnal reconstruction., To war, violence and death,
we respond ir accordance witk the five great aims of my Government's policy, which
are: humanization, the ethical and political imperative that guides our conduct in
the social sphere; pacification, the noblest and most cherished ideal of
Salvadoriang; democratization, as a process that generates consensus, pluralism and
the freedoms needed for the full realization of the individual in society:
participation, with a view to making the individual more responsible with respect
to his rights and duties in the building of a democratic society, and reactivation,
to stimulate the eccnomy and ensure far-reaching social reforms.

In the context of these aims, this year I called once again for the continuing
pursuit of dialogue as the mechanism that is proper to a democratic system and
would lead us to progress along the road to peace, through the triumph of reason,
in the form of a political willingness to make concessions and to resolve
difficulties, 1 firmly believe in dialogue for peace, not dialogue for war. On
three occasions I have called on those who have taken up arms to come and sit round
the table and to discuss peace, not war.

The new political and democratic machinery that is now being established in my

country promotes the mechanism of dialogue because it essentially rules out the use
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of violence and instead emphasizes political plans and encourages discussions
between the different sectors. uUnfortunately, those who have taken up arms have
not responded to those actions and to those appeals, which faithfully reflect the
true feelings and historic recuirements of the El Salvador of today.

The safequarding of the democratic process, in the particular conditions in my
country, reauires an intense and imaginative effort to which we shall continue to
devote ourselves until that process is healthy and thriving. One element in that
process must be the incorporation into our democratic life of the groups that have
taken up arms, through a serious, sincere and realistic dialogue within the
established constitutional framework that will make it possible to attain a
peaceful solution, thus ending the bloodshed among Salvadorians and strengthening
our unity in the work of reconstruction and national renewal. This is because we
believe that dialogue is the only appropriate means in a democracy, not to
negotiate democracy, which is unacceptable, but to ensure its universal application
and its proper direction.

We would be falling into a grave historical error if, as a result of the
difficulties we are facing at the present time, we were to pause in our endeavours,
or even worse, slide back into the despicable dictatorship of the past. Today,
more than ever, the philosophy that guides our attitude is to continue in our
efforts to introduce clanges that will make it possible for our people to enjoy
full and effective democracy with due respect and protection for human rights,
which constitute the basic and fundamental element of the policy of my Government,
while also pressing ahead with the structural measures that will enable the broad
masses in the country to live a life of dignity, thus removing the causes of the

conflict that has cost us so much bloodshed.
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In this context, my Government must praise the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and the Secretary General of the Organization of American States (OAS) for
their help in seeking a comprehensive agreement on peace and security in the area,
through the continuation of the Contadora efforts, This is fully in accordance
with the official position of my Governmment which, at the time when the Contadora
initiative was first put forward,proposed, and obtained the agreement thereto of
all the countries involved in the undertaking, that the Central American problem
should be settled in comprehensive terms, on a simultaneocus, multilateral and
regional basis., This would, of course, be contingent on the verifiability of the
set of agreements to be adopted, as set forth in the draft Contadora Act for Peace
and Co-operation in Central America submitted to my Government by the Contadora
Group and the Lima Support Group on 6 June 1986 in Panama. El Salvador is strongly
in favour of the offer made by the United Nations Secretary-General and the
Secretary General of the OAS to my Government. It is our understanding that this
offer would become effective at the stage that begins with the entry into force of
the Contadora act. It is encouraging that this concept clearly means that those
two high officials have appreciated the urgent ne=d to preserve dialogue and
negotiations in the regional forum, and for this purpose it is essential to remove,
by means of a comprehensive agreement, the cbstacles preventing the renewal of that
process,; especially those obstacles which by their nature are geared to sectoral
solutions and could hamper negotiations and multilateral discussions.

In the context of that framework proposed by the two officials, I wish to make
a digression, because I know that the debate on the Malvinas item is to begin here
shortly. I wish to say that El Salvador supports the view of Argentina on this
issue that the question of sovereignty over the islands should be resolved by
negotiations in which the legitimate rights of the Republic of Argentina are

recognized,
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My Government believes that the two officials, in urging the preservation of
the forum desired by Salvadorians, are aware that this reauires the resumption of
the as yet incomplete process, and that that resumption in turn requires the
removal of the obstacles that are preventing it. We therefore applaud the decis.on
of both officials, in the light of their respective positions, to join with the
Central American community in highlighting the need for the removal of the
obstacles that we have consistently pointed out, in the interests of the peace,
democracy, pluralism, development and security of Central America.

Faced with the economic disaster that is overwhelming us and defying solution,
the farm workers, the trade unions, the employers and the Government in El Salvador
have been making valiant effortt %o reactivate our economy through an economic
system that serves all and is based on a genuine ideal of social justice.

My Government is aware that the internal structural defects in the developing
countries are due largely to the persisteqce of unjust international eccnomic
relations. In conjunction with the heavy debt-servicing burden, they result in a
gituation in which our countries are becoming increasingly dependent on the centres
of the economic world, and the situation of those centres, and their influence,
have a marked effect in increasing the imbalances in our economies, and this in
turn is reflected in a growing social and political instability which, in addition
to lowering the guality of life of our peoples, is also hampering the strengthening

of the democratic process.
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Many of our countries have carried out major economic adjustments that have
been achievéd at great social cost since they reduced levels of productivity and
created an imbalance between national income and expenditure, and therefore made it
difficult to stabilize and reactivate our economies. In view of this situation, it
is imperative to increase North-South co-operation which must be based on justice,
international social justice, and must be characterized by greater flexibility in
the developed economies that can truly help to strengthen the structural changes of
our countries, and thus create conditions of political, economic and social
stability, and not the contrary.

In this context, efforts pursuant to the decision to continue to promote the
structural reforms that have been initiated in my country are now being focused on
agrarian reform which, in accordance with the principles embodied in our Political
Constitution and with the irrevocable historical mandate of the Salvadorian people,
will be consolidated as the third and last phase of this process is embarked upon
in the coming months.

The action taken by the Government to cope with the natural disaster, namely,
the earthauake of 10 October has been proceeding in an intensive fashion and
co-ordinated with the various segments of Salvadorian society, with which we have
pooled our efforts in assisting and alleviating the suffering of the thousands of
people who have been affected. This earthauake has enabled us to focus more
clearly on the tragedy afflicting our people. El Salvador will be eaual to this
challenge, thanks to the determination shown by every segment of the population
which has demonstrated that it is capable of setting aside its differences at a
time that requires national unity and concerted efforts to tackle the crisis we

face.
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It is a tribute to the sense of responsibhility and civic-mindedness of our
people that there has not been a single serious case of disorder or pillaging; nor
have we experienced any epidemics or widespread diseases of any kind, thanks to the
efforts of all Salvadorian citizens. I must also mention the sense of dedication
and selfless desire to help that has been displayed by various service sectors and
institutions, private enterprises, trade unions, rural workers, universities, the
armed forces, public and municipal employees, workers, professional associations
and various other organizatians vhose efforts supplemented the humanitarian
assistance provided by the Red Cross and other organizations, clubs and chuxches
which helped to alleviate the sufferings of the Salvadorian people. This joint
effort has highlighted the real values that should be characteristic of a
pluralistic, participatory and ecalitarian society, in which altruism predominates
over selfishness, humility over arrogance, friendship over hatred and unity ocver
misunderstanding.

El’Salvador will maintain tuat scheme of things for all time because tragedies
are also historical lessons that help us to reaffirm our sense of brotherhood and
cement our humanitarian spirit of co-operation. 1In this context, I wish to
emphasize that, without the aid and co-operation of the international community,
El salvador could not have coped with tLis emergency effectively and efficiently
because the tragedy exceeded the capacity and resources of my country to protect
and assist the victims of the earthauake.

I must mention in this connection the adoption by the General Assembly on
14 October this year of the draft resolution on Emergency Assistance to El
Salvador, in which the internatjonal community expressed its sympathy and
recognized the magnitude of the catastrophe, and called upon all States to

contribute generously to the relief and reconstruction efforts in the affected
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areas, It alsco requested the Secretary-General to mobilize resources to c¢ontribute
to the relief and reconstruction task undertaken by the Government of El Salvador,
to co-ordinate the multilateral assistance, and in cuasultation with my Government,
to identify emergency and medium-term and long-term needs.

On behalf of my people and Government, therefore, I wish to express my deepest
thanks to the international community for this resolution in which the General
Assembly reiterated by consensus its appeal for sclidazity and support for the
rehabilitation of El Salvador and called upon the international community to
continue its efforts to promote the development of my country in general. The
appeal contained in this humanitarian resolution, addressed in particular to the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF), the World Food Programme (WFP), and the World Health Organization (WHO)
is commendable and highly encouraging. For that reason I wish to take this
opportunity of informing vou that I have come here to reiterate my most sincere and
deeply felt thanks, and once again to express the gratitude of the people and
Government of El Salvador to all countries represented here, and to those countries
which, without distinction of creed, or ideology or ideas, immediately sent help to
my country; and to those governmental and non-governmental bodies and private
associations which, in one way or another, are helping to alleviate the suffering
of the Salvadorian people through the assistance that they have provided and are
continuing to provide.

My Government .lso wishes to acknowledge the valuable assistance that the
United Nations is continuously providing to my country through the local UNDP
office in San Salvador, and particularly the major effort that the United Nations,
together with regional organizations, such as the Economic Commission for Latin

America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), have recently made in connection with the
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earthauake, whose consequences have brought me to this noble universal forum to
present this report on the damage suffered and on the reconstruction needs of my
country.

Although we have to a great extent been able to cope with the first phase of
the national emergency, including immediate care for the victims of the earthacuake,
we are still tackling the second phase during which we must satisfy the basic
long-term needs of the population affected by the earthauake. Thousands upon
thousands of Salvadorians are living in the streets under a sheet of plastic. We
have planned the implementation of projects for the rehabilitation and
reconstruction of El Salvador. These two last phases present the greatest and most
dramatic challenge for my people, for despite our firm determination to face the
problems created by the earthquake, we have been obliged to appeal for
international solidarity and assistance. For that reason I venture to express the
hope that the Governments and organizations represented here will provide all
possible assistance to enable us to set about this difficult, arduous and
humanitarian task in accordance with the generous and important General Assembly

resolutions to which I have referred with deep appreciation.
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All international assistance - multilateral and bilateral - given us to start
the process of national rehabilitation and reconstruction will be administered by
the Office of the President of El Salvador, with the co-operation of all segments
of lige in the country. We have tried to administer in the most open way the aid
‘that has been furnished to overcome the crisis caused by the earthquake. We have
exerted our best efforts to take care of those who have suffered the most, the
humblest, the poorest. We are determined that the assistance thus far furnished by
the world will be distributed honestly. As an example, I have told my Cabinet that
not a single cent, not a single grain of corn that has been provided to us will be
wasted or used in any way except to help the poor. I have told my Cabinet that the
Government's first task must be to help the people emerge from the rubble.

I have with me not only documents which contain a general evaluation of the
damage and the possibilities of redressing it, but alsoc documents drawn up by
international auditing companies such as Arthur Young, which made a painstaking and
detailed audit of each shipment that arrived in the country and of every donation
made by States. The documents indicate where and to whom each item was delivered.
The same international companies audited the funds collected so far, and they
report that, iqternally and with some international assistance, the figure has
reached $2 million.

I repeat that in these documents members of the General Assembly will find
each donation listed - one by one ~ so that the werld and the Salvadorians can be
sure that this Government is going to see to it that every penny, every item
donated, will go directly to the Salvadorians who need it the most - those living
in the rubble, on the banks of the rivers, in caves, in huts, those who have
endured hunger and who are now coming cut from under. Today all of us Salvadorians

are aware of the tragedy of the poverty our pueople are experiencing.
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So I have come to deliver to the General Assembly these documents which have
been audited by international firms and which detail the contributions, in cash and
in kind, which have been received and distributed to the people, with affection and
fraternal respect.

The people and Government of Salvador have placed their faith and hopes in the
assistance and co-operation that the international community can provide. We
remain firmly convinced that this assistance will be given resolutely and
magnanimously and that, taken together with the efforts of our people, will
enormously facilitate the process of national reccnstruction to which we are
devoting our efforts. We trust that this will make it possible for democracy in
£l Salvador to emerge strengthened from this harsh trial that destiny has reserved
for us.

Hope and solidarity are essential to overcome crises in the lives of nations.
No democracy is weak if in its hardest times it can rely upon the unselfish and
humanitarian assistance of the international community. My people and my
Government have faith in the United Nations and its Members.

El Salvador is once again on its feet. The assistance and co-operation of the
international community have made the difference between short-term helplessness
and recovery with faith in and hope for the future of the Salvadorian people.

The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly, I thank the President

of the Republic of El Salvador for the important statement he has just made.

Mr. Joge Napoleon Duarte, President of the Republic of El Salvador, was

escorted from the General Assembly Hall,
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QUESTION OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS (MALVINAS)

(a) REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION WITH REGARD TO THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL
COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES (A/41/23, Part VII)3 A/AC.109/878)

(b) REPORT OF THE SECRFTARY-GENERAL (A/41/284)

{c) REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE (A/41/870)

(d) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/41/L.19)

The PRESIDENT: May I take it that the General Assembly takes note of the

report of the Fourth Committee in document A/41/870?

It was so decided,
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sponsor of draft resolution A/41/L.19 on the cuestion of the Malvinas Islands. At
its fortieth session the General Assembly adopted by an overwhelming majority
resolution 40/21, the text of which is substantially the same as that now before
the Assembly. Unfortunately, in the year that has elapsed since the adoption of
that resolution there has been no progress towards a peaceful and definitive
settlement of the problems cutstanding between the Argentine Republic and the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, including all aspects on the
future of the Malvinas Islands.

A8 we are told by the Secretary-General in his report,

"it has not proved possible so far to find common ground to engage the two

parties in the kind of talks envisaged in resolution 40/21",

(A/41/824, para. 6)

Uruguay, as a Latin American country situated in the South Atlantic, is very
especially affected by this problem and has put on record a number of times its
deep concern about it. That concern has mounted recently as a result of the United
Kingdom's declaration on south-west Atlantic fisheries, of 29 October.,

The British Government has sought to exercise jurisdiction or sovereign rights
for certain purposes in a zone of 200 nautical miles around the Malvinas Islands
and on the continental shelf and has thereby arrogated to itself powers which are
properly those of the legitimate sovereign of the islands. In this way it has
sought to assume competence which is exclusively within the sovereignty of the
coastal State, altering the pre-existing situation and even encroaching on areas

which are indisputably within Argentine jurisdiction.
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Uzuguay, which has traditicnally supported what it regards as Argentina‘s
legitimate claims to sovereignty over those islands, deplores the unilateral action
of the United Kingdom Government, which is at variance with international law.

That action has aggravated the sovereignty dispute and, as is pointéd out in the
cormmuniqué on this matter issued by the Uruguayan Government, in the present
circumstances can serve only to generate dangerous tensions in the region, which in
turn cause a deterioration in the conditions needed to establish a climate of
mutual trust which would lead to a dialogue between the parties.

Concurring with us on this point, the Permanent Council of the Organization of
American States (OAS) adopted by consensus this very month a resolution expressing
deep concern at this new element of tension and potential conflict introduced by
the British declaration of 29 October; supporting the efforts of the international
community to bring about peaceful negotiations on all aspects of the dispute over
the Malvinas Islands, including the question of sovereignty; and calling upon both
parties tc explore all the possibilities of entering into negotiations and to
refrain from taking measures which would introduce changes in the delicate
situation vhich now exists.

The first and fundamental step for which the international community is
calling is the beginning of negotiations between the parties.

On 2 November, acting on the express mandate of the President of Argentina,
Mr, Raul Alfonsin, President Jose Sarney of Brazil and President
Julio Maria Sanguinetti of Uruguay, the Foreign Ministers of the three countries -
Mr. Dante Caputo, Mr. Roberto de Abreu Sodre and Mr. Enrique Iglesias - met in
Punta del Este to consider the conseauences of the British declaration of
29 October, and in the press communicué issued on that occasion the three

Governments, inter alia,
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"confirmed to the international community their belief in bilateral diplomatic
negotiations as the appropriate mechanism for finding a peaceful solution to
the disput; and expressed their firm hope that the future would prove the
effectiveness of that courze",

My delegation believes that the Argentine Government's declaration of
17 November, in which it stated its willingness to initiate global negotiations
with the United Kingdom in accordance with resolution 40/21, constitutes an
important step towards a start being made along that path. It proposes, as
preparation for such negotiations, an open dialogue with the United Kingdom in
order to create the conditions of confidence necessary for approaching the
negotiations successfully and determining the timetable for them.

My Government welcomes this initiative and views it as a positive response by
one of the parties to the request made in resolution 40/21, and now reiterated in
the present draft resolution, for negotiations to be initiated with a view to
finding the means to resolve peacefully and definitively problems pending between
the two countries, including all aspects on the future of the Malvinas Islands.

It is not for this forum to prejudge what elements or factors form an integral
part of the substantive solution of this problem, but it is within the power of the
General Assembly to take whatever steps it considers timely and appropriate to
contribute to a peaceful and mutually satisfactory solution to this problem, within
the framework of its general competence to consider any matters or auestions within
the scope of the Charter and its specific competence to discuss any question
relating to the maintenance of international peace and security and to recommend

measures for the peaceful adjustment of any situation which it deems likely to
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prejudice the general welfare or friendly relations among nations. I am referring
to Arzticles 10, 11 and 14 of the Charter.

The draft resolution before the Asgsemkly is, therefore, purely instrumental in
nature. The inclusion of other elements, particularly those having a bearing on
substantive issues, would be irrelevant in this case and could defeat cur purpose,
which is the beginning of a process of negotiation between the parties.

A few weeks ago, at this session, the General Assembly adopted by an
overwhelming majority a resolution declaring the South Atlantic a zone of peace and
co~operation. That majority included the favourable vote of the United Kingdom.
That resolution, the first on the subject to be adopted by the General Assembly,
concerned the general aspiration of the international community to ensure that the
south Atlantic region should be free from all sources of tension and that the
national unity, sovereignty, political independence and territorial integrity of
every State of the region should be respected. It urged all States to refrain from
the threat or the use of force and to observe strictly the principle that the
territory of a State should not be the object of military occupation resulting from
the use of force, in violation of the Charter, and also the principle that the
acauisition of territories by force is inadmissible. Further, it called upon all
States scrupulously to respect the South Atlantic region as a zone of peace and
co-operation.

Any vestige of colonialism or the foreign occupation of territories is an
injustice, and thus an obstacle to peace and co-operation. Any situation of
tension or international friction, any international dispute, causes a crisis in
the mutual confidence and friendly relations among nations and therefore is an

obstacle to the strengthening of peace and the very opposite of co-operation,
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The Argentine-British dispute over the islands of the south-west Atlantic is

an obstacle to the consolidation of & zone of peace and co-operation in the South
Atlantic.

Obviously, the matter which the Assembly is considering does not in itself

relate to the natural resources of the region or to their management.
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The situation we are dealing with is of another and, of course, very different
nature and of a much more profound character. In this respect, Uruguay wishes to
place on record yet again its solidarity with the views of the Argentine Republic.

We believe that the declaration made by the Argentine Government on
17 November, confirmed yesterday by the Argentine Foreign Minister,

Mr. Dante Caputo, in this Assembly, constitutes a substantial step forward in the
search for a just and peaceful solution to this guestion.

In Uruguay's view, a path has been opened up and the United Kingdom should not
refuse to move along it.

Our country, which has fraternal relations with the Argentine Republic, has
maintained and continues to maintain with the United Kingdom very long-standing and
important ties of friendship, which were strengthened at a time of great difficulty
for the United Kingdom and for the world. We therefore look forward to conduct
from the United Kingdom in keeping with its best traditions and also in keeping
with its obligations as a permanent member of the Security Council.

We hope that the draft resolution of which we are a co-sponsor and which the
Assembly will certainly adopt, will induce the parties to start negotiations which
will resolve this dispute once and for all. Were that to happen, the United Nations
would emerge strengthened in its objectives and functions and there would have been
a renewal of friendship between two peoples bound together by close historic links,
and a priceless contribution to the strengthening of peace would thereby have been

made.

Mr. GUMUCIO GRANIER (Bolivia) (interpretation from Spanish): The General

Assembly is considering the question of the Malvinas Islands for the fifth
consecutive year. That may seem repetitive and routine, as Sir John Thomson said

yesterday, but it should be borne in mind that this repetition is dve precisely to
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the inflexible will of the British Government which has disregarded the repeated
appeals of the international community, contained in various resolutions adopted by
the General Assembly, for a solution to the dispute.

This question, as all the delegations ¢f Latin America have stated, is not
only an Araentine cause, but that of all the peoples and Governmeats of Latin
America as well. 1In this respect, the Bolivian people and its Governments have
since the last century steadfastly supported the Argentine Republic on the Malvinas
issue,

Bolivia's support derives, not solely from mere solidarity between two peoples
bound by geography and destiny, but rather because both of us share principles of
international law, particularly the principle of non-recognition of territorial
conquest by force of arms. On behalf of the Constitutional Government, headed by
Pregsident Victor Paz Estenssoro, I reaffirm Bolivia's unswerving commitment to the
. cause of the Argentine Republic in the dispute over the sovereignty of the Malvinas
Islands which, in the opinion of my Government, are an integral part of Argentine
national territory.

My delegation is grateful to Foreign Minister Dante Caputo for his detailed
account yesterday of the question of the Malvinas Islands, South Georgia and the
South Sandwich Islands, and also for his presentation of the Argentine position
over recent events in the south-west Atlantic, and we would particularly wish to
draw attention to the judicious, serene and dignified manner in which he presented
his case.

Bolivia joined other countries in sponsoring, over the past four years, draft
resolutions adopted by the General Assembly. Those resolutions urge the
Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom to resume negotiations with a view

to finding a peaceful solution to the sovereignty dispute over the question of the
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Malvinas Islands and call upon the Secretary-General to continue his mission of
good offices by helping the parties to start negotiations.

At the fortieth session, a group of countries friendly to Argentina and the
United Kingdom submitted a draft resolution which opened up new prospects for a
solution. That draft, which was adopted as resolution 40/21, differecd procedurally
from the resolutions adopted or. the matter by the General Assembly at its sessions
in 1982, 1983 and 1984, in that no reference was made to the substantive aspects of
the question. That initiative was an interesting one and provided an opportunity
to break the deadlock caused by the United Ringdom's negative response to earlier
resolutions,

My delegation is grateful to the Secretary-General for his selfless efforts
under resolution 40/2%1, and we find it deplorable that so far there has been no
resumption of the negotiations, as stated in the Secretary-General's report
(a/41/824) .

It is obvious from that report that the Argentine Government is prepared to
start negotiations with the United Kingdom under the terms of resolution 40/21. On
the other hand, the Secretary-General notes that the United Kingdom only wishes to
improve relations with regard to practical matters, leaving aside the core of the
question dividing the United Kingdom from the whole of Latin America, particularly
from Argentina, in this dispute. This is particularly interesting because
Sir John Thomson himself remarked yesterday in part of his statement that his
Government knew that sovereignty was a difficult question, but not an insoluble
one. My Government thanks the Argentine Republic for its dedication to pedace and

law in solving this guestion and it is also concerned by the reticence of the
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United Ringdom to settle this dispute within the framework of a peaceful solution
provided for in the United Nations Charter and repeated in various Assembly
resolutions.

It has been argued that part of the problem is the situation of the islanders
and their right to self-determination. My delegation has clearly stated previously
that self-determination is an inalienable right of peoples in order to determine
their destiny. 1In this casa, nonetheless, it does not apply because the island
population, which is the result of military occupation, was transplanted to the
islands to perform logistic functions or to be employed in the colonial enterprise
which sought to benefit from the British dominion over the islands. That
population has always regarded itself as British and wishes to continue to be
British, as Sir John Thomson said yesterday. It never wanted independence and
never had its own national identity. In other words, it never sought to become
separate from metropolitan Britain, as has been made clear in four decades of
debate in the Fourth Committee. In other words, they want to maintain a colonial
situation.

My delegation wishes to be very clear on this point. I have to point out that
historical evidence shows that the Argentine population inhabiting the Malvinas
Islands up to 1833 was expelled by the invaders. For example, a number of families
expelled from the Malvinas sought refuge in Chuquisaca, Bolivia. I need not refer
to the historic bond with Bolivia which, uﬁtil 1825, shared with the Argentine

provinces, including the Malvinas, which were part of the Viceroyalty of La Plata.
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In our view, the legitimate population of the Malvinas, which could have
sought self~determination, was expelled, and therefore we cannot agree that the
civil servants or descendants of civil servants of the British colonial
administration should now seek, on the pretext of self-determination, to jeopardize
the unquestionable rights of Argentina by perpetuating a colonial situation clearly
contrary to the course of history and one which wounds the feelings of the peoples
of Latin America, who have always been deeply committaed to freedom.

This year my Government was obliged to draw attention to the declaration of
the United Ringdom of 29 October in which the United Kingdom announced to the
international community its decision to impose a fisheries zone in the south-west
Atlantic, a regrett-ble decision which has been rejected by all the countries of
Latin America.

Bolivia would emphasize, in the fullest spirit of cordiality, the need for the
United Ringdom to ponder this unilateral action which inhibits any possibility of
resolving the dispute and which, indeed, widens the gulf separating the Government
of the United Ringdom from all Latin America, in particular from Argentina.

We especially urge the Government of the United Kingdom to consider fully the
Argentine Government's honest offer of 17 November to resolve all pending issues on
this question. We must emphasize thai this offer was made by a lawfully elected
democratic Government, one which reflects the peace-loving nature of an Argentina
respectful of international law.

It is difficult to believe that the United Kingdom Government could allow this
new opportunity to slip by and would, on the contrary, seek to maintain the

status auo which we know is rejected by large sectors of political opinion in
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the United Kingdom itself in addition to the international community. The decision
to settle the matter rests solely with the British Government. Latin America
strongly urges the United Kingdom to respond with traditional magnanimity and
wisdom. So does the international community.

My delegation associates itself with the appeal of the sponsors of draft
resolution A/41/L.19 and reaquests the Secretariat to include Bolivia in the list of
Sponsors.

Bolivia's support for Argentina, as our Foreign Minister,

Mr. Guillermo Bedregal, stated

"is a moral commitment to the Argentine people, to its histor& and legacy,

particularly to its dignity, a commitment which accepts no subterfuge and no

capitulation®,

Mr, ICAZA GALLARD (Nicaragua) (interpretation from Spanish): Over

150 years have elapsed since the United Kingdom, taking shelter behind its military
and naval hegemony, forcibly occupied the Malvinas Islands, South Georgia and South
Sandwich Islands, an integral part of Argentine territory. That act of force
deprived the Argentine Republic of its territory, but cculd not deprive it of its
rights.,

Today those rights to Argentine sovereignty remain as valid as they were
then., Perhaps more so, since international law and rights have been developed and
perfected and now support Argentina's just claims to its territory.

A year has elapsed since the General Assembly last considered the aquestion of
the Malvinas Islands. On that occasion the General Assembly, faced with a
continuing colonial situation and an unjustified delay in starting negotiations,
urged the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom to resume those

negotiations in order to find a peaceful solution to the dispute.
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Developments since that time indicate to us that the situation is far from
encouraging. On the contrary, we have observed a serious and disturbing
deterioration that prompts us to insist that bilateral negotiations between
Argentina and the United Kingdom begin immediately.

Throughout this year, we have been witness to a show of good faith by
Argentina in its desire to settle its dispute by peaceful means on the basis of
international law. We have heard Argentina‘'s consistent appeal to the United
Kingdom to sit down at the negotiating table and to settle their dispute in
conformity with the provisions of the United Nations Charter. However, the United
Ringdom has lent a deaf ear to those appeals and, on the contrary, is perpetuating
and deepening a colonialist situation in that Argentine territory.

On 29 October last, the United Kingdom responded to the international call for
resumed negotiations and for it not to place further obstacles in the path of a
negotiated solution. But how did it respond?

On 29 October, the British Government decided to extend the exploitation of
fishery resources to a zone of 200 miles around the Malvinas Islands. That
decision not only seriously disturbs the efforts under way in the international
arena to create an atmosphere of understanding, but it awakens and stimulates
feelings of wrath among Latin American peoples in the face of a high-handed
colonial act,

We must once again place on record our opposition to the attempts to apply
General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) to the Malvinas Islands outside its true
purpose and spirit by giving it obsolete and manipulative interpretations.

The Latin American countries, the countries of the Non-Aligned Movement and

the international community are deeply concerned by the massive British military
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and naval presence in the Malvinas, South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands. We
believe that this increase in the British military presence is a serious threat to
the peace and security of our continent.

We reiterate our position that the establishment of bases and other military
facilities in territories under colonial domination is incompatible with the
principles of the Charter and constitutes an obstacle to the decolonization process.

In conclusion, I should like to quote the words spoken a few days ago by
President Daniel Ortega, reaffirming the position of Nicaragua. He said

"the pecple and Government of Nicaragua have not vacillated and will not
vacillate in their total support to the Argentine Government. Despite the
situation of foreign aggression experienced by Nicaragua, despite the enormous
limitations placed on our countiy by that same foreign aggression, we have
been, we are and we shall remain at the side of our Argentine brothers by
doing evervthing we can in support of their noble cause, which is also our

cause,"
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Spanish): Once'again the General Assembly is considering the cuestion of the
Malvinas Islands. This time there is a new element in the situation which could
result in a very dangerous davelopment in the problem, because it undoubtedly
constitutes a gratuitous pruvocation which could eventually have grave conseauences,

Before referring to the British decision to establish what it calls a fishing
and congervation zone of up to 200 miles around the Malvinas Islands, I shall, to
place this subject within its true context in the United Nations setting, give a
brief account of the background to this matter and its development in the
Organization.

At its twentieth session, in 1965, the General Assembly took note of the
existence of a dispute between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Malvinas and
recalled that its resolution 1514 (XV), of 14 December 1960, was prompted by the
cherished aim of bringing to an end everywhere colonialism in all its forms, one of
which covered the case of the Malvinas Islands. 1In operative paragraph 1 of
resolution 2065 (XX) the General Assembly invites the Governments of Argentina and
the United Ringdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to proceed without delay
with the negotiations recommended by the Special Committee on the Situation with
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of iIndependence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples with a view to finding a peaceful solution to the
problem, bearing in mind the provisions and objectives of the Charter of the United
Nations and of General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and the interests of the
population of the Malvinas Islands.

Eight years later, in 1973, at its twenty-eighth session, the General

Assembly, gravely concerned at the fact that no substantial progress had been made
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in negotiations on this matter, indicated that the way to put an end
"to this colonial situation is the peaceful solution of the conflict of
sovereignty between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom with
regard to the ,.. islands®;

and expressed
"its gratitude for the continuous efforts made by the Government of Argentina,
in accordance with the relevant decisions of the General Assembly, to
facilitate the process of decolonization and to promote the well-being of the

population of the islands". (resolution 3160 (XXVIII))

In 1975, at its thirty-first session, the General Assembly considered the
auestion once again and reiterated its gratitude to the Argentine Government for
its continuous efforts to facilitate the process of decolonization and to promote
the well-being of the population of the islands, requested the parties directly
involved to expedite the negotiations concerning the dispute over sovereignty, as
reauested in General Assembly resolutions 2065 (XX) and 3160 (XXVIII), and
established a new condition by calling upon the two parties

"to refrain from taking decisions that would imply introducing unilateral

modifications in the situation while the islands are going through the process

recommended in the above-mentioned resolutions". (resolution 31/49, para. 4)

During its past four sessions the General Assembly, in resolutions 37/9,
38/12, 39/6 and 40/21, has firmly reiterated its position on the elements of this
problem and the principles that must be applied to achieve a comprehensive,
peaceful, just and lasting solution to the question of the Malvinas Islands.

A detailed examination of the numerous General Assembly resolutions on this

matter leads to the following conclusions: first, the question of the Malvinas
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Islands is an integral part of the decolonization process; se.ondly, there is a
sovereignty dispute over those islands between Argentina and the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland; thirdly, the only way to settle the dispute is
by peaceful means in accordance with international law and the principles of the
United Nations Charter; fourthly, due account must be taken of the interests of the
population of the Malvinas Islands; and, fifthly, the maintenance of colonial
situations is incompatible with the United Nations ideal of universal peace.

This historical and retrospective analysis encompassing a period of more than
20 years leads us to assert, without fear of exaggeration, that a set of criteria
and concepts has come into being over the years in the United Nations that forms a
body of doctrine on the Malvinas Islands which we could quite properly call “the
United Nations doctrine on the aguestion of the Malvinas Islands". That doctrine
leaves no doubt of the colonial nature of the Malvinas or that the solution depends
basically on the restoration of territorial integrity to the sole entity to which
it rightfully belongs, taking duly into account the interests of the population.

There can be no doubt that the great process of decolonization carried out by
the United Nations constitutes one of the major accomplishments oé‘bur
Organization. An extraordinary role has been played by the Latin American
countries in that movement of justice. Latin America has left its imprint on the
process and that is a permanent source of pride since it reflects its deep-rooted
feeling of freedom and international co-operation and solidarity.

For these reasons, it is clear that as long as the present situation of the
Malvinas Islands persists it will continue to be a sharp thorn pricking the legal
conscience of Latin America.

As I pointed out at the beginning of my statement, the question of the

Malvinas Islands is being considered at a time when the United RKingdom has
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unilaterally decreed a fisheries and conservation zone of 200 miles around the
islands. That decision fundamentally affects the maritime area in which the
Argentine Republic has traditionally, peacefully and incontestably exercised
jurisdiction and control.

There can be no doubt that this action by the British Government will not
promote a respcnse to the repeated appeals of the General Assembly for the
Governments of Argentina and the United Xingdom to resume negotiations. Instead it
constitutes a new element of disturbance likely to give rise to new and dangerous
tensions in the South Atlantic that would jeopardize the maintenance of

international peace and security.



Jsm/il A/41/PV.84
46

(Mr. RKnipping Victoria,
pominican Republic)

Fortunately, the new Argentine democracy, in a gesture which is a tribute to
it and does it honour has reacted to this provocation by reiterating its
willingness to engage in dialogue and negotiations, thereby demonstrating quite
clearly its commitment to peace.

My delegation has repeatedly stated that my country®s foreign policy is based
on consistent opposition to any form or vestige of colonialism. In keeping with
this firm belief, we consider that the maintenance of colonial and neo-colonial
situations is incompatible with the United Nations ideal of universal peace. The
peaceful settlement of international disputes and conflicts has been a permanent
feature of the policy of the Dominican Republic throughout its history.

My country, which has unswervingly supported the just and legitimate claim of
the Argentine Republic to the Malvinas Islands, and is convinced that it is
essential to break the existing deadlock, in order to establish a genuine climate
of peace in the South Atlantic, wishes to take this opportunity to address an
urgent appeal to the parties concerned, countries with which the Dominican Republic
has traditicnal ties and close relations, to resume their negotiations in order to
find a global, appropriate, honourable and lasting solution to the dispute.

Mr. NAVA CARRILLO (Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish): As the

consideration of the question of the Malvinas Islands by the Assembly gets under
way once again this year, the international community finds itself facing new

circumstances which, unfortunately, do not bring with them the good news that it
would have liked to hear about the development of this problem. On the contrary,

new obstacles have emerged which dim the prospects for a solution even further,
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The declaration by the United Ringdom on 29 October last, of what it terms a
fisheries conservation and management zone around the Malvinas, establishing its
jurisdiction even over the adjoining continental shelf, can be viewed only as a
method of extending its territorial occupation, as an act which violates the
legitimate rights of Arcentina, and as a manoceuvre which compromises possibilities
of bilateral negotiations in a propitious climate.

Accordingly, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of my country,

Simon Alberto Consalvi, stated at the recently concluded sixteenth session of the
General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) in Guatemala:

"We take the view that this measure will significantly hamper efforts to
put an end to a situation which shows undeniable characteristics of
anachronistic colonialism. The decision of the British Government affects the

’rights of Argentina and disregards the relevant resolutions of this

Organization and of the United Nations., This is a foolhardy measure that will

generate further and even stronger reactions.,”

It is noteworthy that these developments occurred just as the consideration of
the item in this forum was about to begin, and that only a few days previously the
General Assembly had adopted resolution 41/11 by an overwhelming majority - the
United Kingdom also voting in favour - by which the South Atlantic was declared a
zone of peace and co-operation.

Acts of this kind should be condemned as generating tension aimed at creating
an atmosphere that will render impracticable express recommendations of the United
Nations and other international forums in which the parties are urged to work
towards a peaceful and negotiated settlement of the dispute concerning sovereignty

over the Malvinas Islands.
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It appears unneccesary to continue emphasizing the validity of Argentina's
historical and legal arguments in suppor® of its territorial claim, as their
substance has been described to the Assembly in previous years. It is now time to
promote the normalization of relations between Argentina and the United Kingdom, so
that a just, global and final solution of the dispute can be arrived at.

What is the point of prolonging a situation that is doing so much damage to
both States, that is having the effect of aggravating relations between the United
Kingdom and the inter-American community, that tends to create tension in the South
Atlantic and that impairs the credibility of our multilateral institutions?

Venezuela commends the willingness expressed often by Argentina to resume
negotiations with the United Kingdom in a2 climate of trust and mutual respect in
the context of General Assembly resolution 40/21. 1In this connection, in its
official declaration of 17 November last, it called, as a preparatory step, for an
open dialogue to create the conditions necessary for the initiation of such
negotiations. Although not a legal requi.ement, Argentina has proposed the formal
cessation of hostilities, in accordance with the repeated appeal of the United
Kingdom, to provide a basis for the peaceful solution of the conflict which should,
moreover, put an end to the so-called military protection zone created around the
Malvinas Islands by the United Kingdom.

Argentina is thus demonstrating a f£lexible attitude in an effort to solve,
little by little, bilateral differences stemming from the dispute over sovereignty;
in this respect the valid interests of the inhabitants of the islands would be
protected, even by international guarantees and safeguards.

The role played by the Secretary-General in the process of preparing the way
for a dialogue is of the greatest importance and is resolutely supported by the

international community. Venezuela notes with concern, however, that the



JsM/31 A/41/PV.84
49-50

{Mr., Nava Carrilio, Venezuela)

Secretary~General's efforts have not been éuccessful, and asg stated in his report
to the Aasembly of 13 November:
"Recent events have made clear that time is not necessarily working in favour
of overcoming the obstacles that stand in the way of a peaceful and lasting

gsettlement to the problems pending between the two countries." (A/41/824,

para. 6)
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In September of this year the Secretary-General once again addreased to the
Governments of the United Ringdom and Argentina his willingness to assist in the
search for a peaceful solution to their disputes. One of the parties has
congistently reiterated its willingness to resume negotiations, in conformity with
resolutions of the General Assembly, and has provided credible proof of flexibility
and maturity, If the situation were to remain at a stalemate or were to worsen in
the near future, the international community will know who is responsible.

Accordingly, the Government of Venezuela, in accordance with its statement of
30 October of thig year, reaffirming its solidarity with the people and Government
of Argentina, expresses the hope that the Government of the United Kingdom will
show a willingness to create an atmosphere of understanding favourable to an
improvement in the relations between the two countries that could lead peacefully
to the restoration of Argentine sovereignty over the Malvinas, South Georgia and
South Sandwich Islands,

Mr. ORAMAS OLIVA (Cuba) {(interpretation from Spanish)}: Ever since the

United Nations began to consider the question of the Malvinas Islands, Cuba has
made clear its position that there could be no aquestion as to the sovereignty of
the Argentine Republic over that territory which, historically and gecgraphically,
belongs to the Argentine people. Today, we wish to reaffirm that position.

The issue here is one of principles, strengthened by the profourd feelings of
solidarity of the brother nations of Latin America, which see in the continuing
occupation of those islands by the United Kingdom an affront to the whole

continent. I would like here to quote the words of Commander in Chief



aw//Mo A/&%{PV.84
52

(Mr. Oramas Oliva, Cuba)

Fidel Castro Ruz, President of the Council of State and of the Council of Ministers
of the Republic of Cuba, at the Third Congress of the Cuban Communist Party:

*The episode of the Malvinas has confirmed that the imperialists are
¢apable of trampling under foot the feelings of an entire continent, whenever
it suits their interests.”

For gsome years now the General Assembly has been clearly and firmly stating
its view that the Malvinas Islands and the waters adjacent thereto belong to the
Argentine Republic, and that the internaticnal community should ask the Governments
of that country and of the United Kingdom to settle at the negotiating table the
differences which divide them on this thorny question, which undoubtedly
constitutes a serious threat to international peace and security.

The Argentine Government, as the Foreign Minister of Argentina has now
reaffirmed, is prepared to engage in a dialogue to £find a negotiated solution to
this situation. It must be pointed out that Argentina has shown flexibility and a
senge of responsibility, and has made evident its willingness to examine the
question of the Malvinas through a bilateral dialogue. But Great Britain’'s
response has been an obstinate refusal to discuss the govereignty issue, and it has
thus blocked negotiations and turned a deaf ear to the appeals of the international
community.

It is essential that all parties should bear their proper responsibilities
with respect to the United Nations and the provisions of the Charter on the
obligation of all Members to work to preserve international peace and security, and
consequently those parties should resolve once and for all to engage in a dialogue
to seek a negotiated settlement of the Malvinas dispute.

A few days ago, shortly after the General Assembly had adopted, by 120 votes

in favour, 1 against and 8 abstentions, the resolution on the zone of peace and
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co~cperation of the South Atlantic, the United Kingdom Governnent unilaterally
decided to extend the exclusion zone to 200 miles round the Malvinas Islands. That
measure is a source of deep concern and has inflamed tensions in the region,
because it plainly poses a challenge, an affront, to the feelings of the Argentine
people.

In a response to the decision of the Government in London,

President Fidel Castro, in a message to the Argentine President, Raul Alifonsin,
sajds
"Once again we reaffirm the full backing of our people and Government for
the just claims of the Government and people of Argentina over the Malvinas

Islands and adjacent waters, and we also state our most firm disapproval of

this unilateral measure, which encroaches on Argentine sovereignty, runs

counter to the efforts of the international community to seek a just and
peaceful solution to this colonial conflict, has caused the indignation of the
brother nations of Latin America, and poses a grave threat to international
peace and security.”

It is not by establishing military bases or sending sophisticated military
hardware to the Malvinas that the situation will he resolved., As a permanent
member of the Security Council, the United Kingdom bears special responsibility to
the United Nations and, accordingly, should refrain from taking any type of measure
that could contribute to the worsening of the situation. On the contrary, it would
be only logical for the United Kingdom to agree to recognize what belongs to the
Argentine nation by historic right. We all remember that barely two months ago an
important group of Heads of State or Government of non-aligned countries, meeting
in Harare, firmly and clearly expressed their full endorsement of Argentina's

claims.
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No legal subterfuge can be used as a pretext to prove that islands located
thousands of miles from the United Kingdom belong to the United Kingdom. We are
convinced that the Argentine people will overcome all obstacles put in its way to
prevent the Malvinas Islands from being restored to the national tetgitory.

History shows, and the United Nations proves, that colonialism, like long nights,
slip away into the past, and that is why I wish to conclude these words on the
colonial case of the Mzlvinas by gquoting José Mart{, who instilled ir my people so
nuch faith in hiastory, and apoke of the shame of those who sging to the future. He
said:

"Let us make our own history, locking into our souls, and that of others,
by dealing with their acts. After any crisis, there always remains the
subjective muse, as it is fashionable - and appropriate - to say, and the
historical musw. Fortunate a¢= those nations like ours which still have, over
and above their various personal sorrows, heroic deeds of which to sing."

The Argentine people, too, will be able to sing of its heroic deeds.
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Mr. PITARKA (Albania): At this session, too, the General Assembly is
considering the auestion of the Malvinas, which Argentina and other countries of
Latin America have rightfully demanded be included again in the agenda of our
Assembly. It is undoubtedly the duty of the United Nations once again to consider
this important issue and work out ways and means of fulfilling its obligations
deriving from the Charter, as well as provide an answer to the lawful concern and
demands of Argentina.

Various speakers who have spoken before me in this debate, the representatives
of the countries of Latin America, in particular, have justifiably expressed their
concern, and demanded that this problem be solved as soon as possible in accordance
with the legitimate interests of the Argentine people and their inalienable right
to re-establish and fully exercise their sovereignty over the Malvinas Islands,
which are a part of Argentine territory detached and still kept under occupation by
Great Britain.

In speaking in this debate the delegation of the Pecple's Sucialist Republic
of Albania wishes to reiterate once again its position of principle on this
aquestion, which remains timely and bears directly on the national interests of a
sovereign people, as well as on the peace and security of the whole South Atlantic
region. The People's Socialist Republic of Albania and the Albanian people have
supported and wiil copntinue to support Argentina's right to re-establish and
exercise its full soveresignty over these islands. It demands that Great Britain
instantly put an end to its colonial occupation of these islands and to all its
military, political and economic operations that violate the sovereignty and
integrity of the Argentine people and endanger peace and security in the South
Atlantic, where a tense situation has already been created because of the rivalry

of the two super-Powers for hegemony and spheres of influence.
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International public opinion and the peoples of the world - those of Latin
America first and foremost - have rightly condemned the occupation of the Malvinas
Islands as a dangerous adventure. They consider the persistence in that occupation
to be a challenge both to Argentina and to the whole of Latin America. 1In
supporting the legitimate demands of Argentina, the peoples and countries of that
continent demonstrate once again their resolute opposition to all foreign
occupation and to efforts to preserve the abhorrent and anachronistic colonial
gystem,

The Albanian people unreservedly join the fraternal Latin American peoples in
supporting the legitimate demand of the sovereign people of Argentina for the
re-establishment of its inalienable rights over the national territory that
hisgtorically belongs to it.

Mr. MORAN (Spain) (interpretation from Spanish): Spain has freauently
had occasion to express the profound concern it feels at the situation pertaining
to the dispute over the Malvinas Islands. Unfortunately, this year not only is
there no sign, apparently, of any rapid and satisfactory solution but new elements
have made more remote the necessary understanding for which the international
community earnestly hopes.

Spain maintains excellent relations with both parties, deriving in one case
from a common history and in the other from a desire for political integration.
The fact that it has not proved possible to reopen a dialogue between Argentina and
the Un