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BYELORUSSIAN  SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

loriqinal: R u s s i a n ]

(28 August  19861

1 . The Byelorussian SSR supports the purpose of th.?  studv on convention?1
d i s a r m a m e n t ,  w h i c h  i s  t o “ i d e n t i f y  p r a c t i c a l  a p p r o a c h e s  a n d  r e a l i s t i c  m e a s u r e s  that
c o u l d  l e a d  t o  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  a n d  r e d u c t i o n  o f  c o n v e n t i o n a l  w e a p o n s  a n d  a r m e d  f o r c e s
w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  achievinq  qeneral  s n d  c o m p l e t e  disarmament  u n d e r  e f f e c t i v e
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l ,  a n d  t h a t  c o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  promotinq  t h e  p r i m a r y  o b j e c t i v e
o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  and  hecurlty”  ( A / 3 9 / 3 4 8 ,  para.  9 ) . T h u s  t h e  B y e  ,russian
S S R  reaards  t h e  b a s i c  t h r u s t  o f  t h i s  a t u d y  a s  s e n e r a l l y  p o s i t i v e .

2 . In accordance with the Final Document af  the Tenth Special Session of the
General Assembly, t h e  firut s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  d e v o t e d  t o  d i s a r m a m e n t ,  c o n v e n t i o n a l
d i s a r m a m e n t  m u s t  q o  h a n d - i n - h a n d  w i t h  n u c l e a r  d i s a r m a m e n t .  T h i s  s t u d y  r i q h t l y
n o t e s  t n a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  haltinq  a n d  reversinq  t h e  a r m s  r a c e  s h o u l d  b e  a n
i n t e q r a t e d  o n e  b a s e d  05 a  s t e p - b y - s t e p  a p p r o a c h  (para.  1 4 4 ) . I t  w a s  p r e c i s e l y
t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  w e r e  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  proqramme  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  U S S R  o h
1 5  January  1 9 8 6  f o r  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  a n d  o t h e r  types o f  w e a p o n s
o f  m a s s  destruc,lon  b y  t h e  y e a r  2 0 0 0 , w h i c h  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i v e  m e a s u r e s
i n  o t h e r  f i e l d s  a s  w e l l ,  partdcularly  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  c o n v e n t i o n a l  w e a p o n s . I n  t h e
p a r t  dea l  inq  w i t h  conventionm’ capons, t h i s  s t e p - b y - s t e p  proqramrne  f o u n d  c o n c r e t e
e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  a p p e a l  by t h e  S t a t e s  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  W a r s a w  T r e a t y  O r q a n i z a t i o n  t o
the  States members of NATO and to all European countries for a proqramme of the
r e d u c t i o n  o f  a r m e d  f o r c e s  a n d  c o n v e n t i o n a l  a r m a m e n t s  i n  E u r o p e ,  a d o p t e d  i n  B u d a p e s t
c,,.  11 June 1986.

3. T h e  Stat,?8  o f  t h e  soc;ialist  c o m m u n i t y  f a v o u r  a n  i n t e g r a t e d  approdch  t o  the
p r o b l e m  o f  d i s a r m a m e n t  w h e r e b y  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  w e a p o n s  o f  mass  d e s t r u c t i o n  w o u l d
be reinforced by a sianificant  redltction  of armed forces and conventional weapons.

4 . The cc *lusions a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  stlidy  s t r e s s  t.,e  uraent  n e e d  to
t;kc  c o n c r e t e  s t e p s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  c o n v e n t i o n a l  d i s a r m a m e n t  (para.  1881. The
Byclorussian  SSP  f e e l s  t h a t  i t  i s  hiqh  t i m e  such s teps  w e r e  t a k e n  e t  b o t h  the
qlnbal  a n d  t h e  reqional  l e v e l s . T h e  a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  p r o p o s a l s  o f  t h e  S t a t e s  o f  the
socialist  conmunit.y  c o n s t i t u t e  a  8eriOUG b a s i s  f o r  s u c h  s t e p s . The r4t  udy  has
hpiped  heiclhten  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  urqency  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f
convent i \In;ll  Wagons. I t  i s  t i m e  f o r  a c t i o n .

.
-J. CunLiderinq  t h e  fz..-t  that  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  i n  E u r o p e  o f  t h e  t w o  m a j o r
qroupinqa  o f  armed  f o r c e s  m a k e s  t h e  p r o b l e m  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e v e r e  o n  t h a t  c o n t i n e n t ,
t.he States  members of the Warsaw Treaty Orq?nization  have proposed a substantial
r e d u c t i o n  o f  a l l  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  l a n d  f o r c e s  a n d  t h e  t a c t i c a l  s t r i k e  a i r  torccas
o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  S t a t e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  correspondinq  f o r c e s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e
United  states  a n d  C a n a d a  d e p l o y e d  i n  E u r o p e  o v e r  a  b r o a d  a r e a ,  fre;n  t h e  At.l.arlt  i c  t o
t h e  :Jrals. T o g e t h e r  w i t h  c o n v e n t i o n a l  a n d  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s , t a c t i c a l  weapons  w i t h  a
ranqc  o f  u p  t c  l , O C O  kilometres  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  r e d u c e d . T h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  a r m e d
f o r c e s  a n d  a r m a m e n t s  s h o u l d  b e  accompanied  b y  a  correspontiinq  r e d u c t i o n  of the
milltrry expenditures of States.

/ .I.
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6. It is proposed that the reduction would take place gradually at aqreed times,
without jeopardizinq anyone’s security. Together with the formations and units
subject to reduction, their armaments and equipment, including nuclear means, would
also be reduced. The usefulness of such an approach is confirmed, incidentally, in
paragraphs 109, 140, 150 and 151 of the study.

7 . The proposed reductions are drastic ones. Starting with a one-time reduction
of troops by 100,000 to 150,000 on each side , and a corresponding reduction in
tactical air forces, they could lead to a reduction by the beginning of the 1990s
of the levels of land forces and tactical nuclear air forces on the part of both
alliances in Europe by approximately 25 per cent as compared to the present level.
The armed forces of NATO and the Warsaw Treaty Orqanization would be reduced by
more than 1 million troops.

a. This process may be continued in the future, with the participation of other
European States.

9 . At the same time, the States parties to the agreement on the reduction of
armed forces and armaments would undertake not to increase their land force9 and
tactical air forces outside the zone of the reductions.

10. An extremely important factor in the initiative of the States parties to the
Warsaw Treaty is their undertakinq  never, under ariy  circumstances, to initiate
military action aqainst any State , whether in Europe or in another region of the
world, if they themselves are not victims of aggression.

11. The appeal of the States members of the Warsaw Treaty Qrqanization iS a
comprehensive one and contains proposals concerning specific ways of reducing armed
forces and weapons, conf idence-buildirm measures, the exchange of information,
reliable and effective verification and possible orqanizational frameworks for
necotiations.

12. If the party to which these proposals are addressed transforms its professions
of concern over the conventional aspect of the arms race into concrete political
will for substantial steps to reduce armed forces and conventional weapons, then
the foundation will be laid for this important process in a region having a high
concentration of them.

13. It is to be hoped that such a basis will serve as a stimulus and example for
specific measures in other regions where the problem of the reduction of armed
forces and conventional weapons is vital.

/ . . .
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UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

IOr  iq inal  t Ruooian]

19 September 19861

1. The main objective  of the Soviet Union’r  foreiqn policy 11 to combat the
nuclear  danger and the armr race and atrive  for the preservation  and conrolidakion
of wor Id  peace. There  qoals  are  e m b o d i e d  i n  t h e  proqramme o f  qrnoral  rocurity
through dirarmament  outlined  in thr l tatoment made by M. 9. Gorbachev, Gonarrrl
Secretary ot the Central Committee of the Communirt Party of the Soviet  Union, fin
15 January 1986, w h i c h  Is  intearally  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  the  ob-jective  i d e n t i f i e d  a t
the twenty-•aventh conqrors  of the Communirt Party of the Soviet Union  of
estsblirhinq  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  a  comprehensive  system  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  rrecuritv,

2. Guided by the intoreoto  of enrurinq security  in the nuclear and rpaco  acte,  the
Soviet Union believes that, alongride  t h e  proceaa  o f  removinq  woapone  o f  mare
dertruction,  both nuclear and chemical, f r o m  t h e  arsenalr  o f  Staten  everywhere  hY
t h e  e n d  o f  this  century  a n d  preventinq  t h e  emoraence  o f  upace  r t r  ika woapone,  tbora
should he reductiona in conventional almamente and armed forcea. Thi8
comprehensive approach ta the problem  of disarmament  fully accordr  with the spirit
and letter  of the Final Document of tha  Tenth Special Seosion  of the General
Assembly which, in particular , i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  “riqnificant  proqrooa  i n  nuclear
disarmament would he facilitated ,.  . b y  proqrnaa  i n  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  a n d  roductikln  o f
armed forcea and conventional armaments of the nuclear-weapon Stator  and other
Staten  i n  t h e  reqione  conca~*ned”.

3. The Soviet l ide ia firmly convinced that the aecur  ity of a  non-nuclear world
c a n n o t  b e  b u i l t  o n  t h e  f e a r  o f  r e t a l i a t i o n , even with conventional weapona. It  i s
therefore in favour of adoptinq the moat dacinive  meaAuree  to curtail the arm8  race
in tbifl  area an well.

4. The Soviet.  Union haliwoR  that, Mlonq w i t h  the  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  n u c l e a r  weapona,
ths problrrm of reducing armed forcae  and conventional armamenta ia  particularly
acute  for Europa both bt present  and in the future. Today  in  thie  reqion  t w o  oE
tha  most  pouerful  qrcrupinqs  o f  a r m e d  forccra  e q u i p p e d  wit,h  the  most m o d e r n  tankn,
mint4i  fe6, Aircraft and other  military hardware, n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  a r t i l l e r y  o f  a l l
typea, are  confrontinq  each other. Moreover, the atrcal  led convent ions1  weapone
ara  conetantly  bainq  i m p r o v e d  and  r e f i n e d  a n d  accwirinq  ever  qreater  p o w e r ,
accuracy  a n d  ranqo, so t h a t  i n  t h e i r  military  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h e y  a r e  hccominq
5 i mi  Lar  to weapon5 of rnesd  clctf4C’ruct  ton.

5. The charscteriRt  lcrd  o f  nlcdern-day  weapc~n  a n d  t.hc*  mil itnry  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l
time  fnctor  ItlAke  the  divitlitlu  I,tnt! t)etw#nn  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  armed  c o n f l i c t  ullinq
convvntionnl  weapona  and  (3 qRnfgrh\ cataatropha  almoat  ~rnparceptihl,o. Europe’R
o v a l - s a t u r a t i o n  with  modnr  n nyotemur  of ccbnvpnt  ion&l  weapons  ia undcrmininq  m i l l  t a r  q
A n d  strateqic  rttahi lity  in Lho  S;,ropf!an cant  inlsnt  rind  beyond It.@  hWders  a n d
s h a r p l y  incrosfiing  t h s  ckncysu  o f  the o u t b r e a k  o f  a r m e d  c o n f l i c t  a n d  o f  t,h@
(provocation  of nuclear war. N o r  fbu t h e  atwi#tence  It  t h e  prmaent  time  o f
.~\,proximate  p a r i t y  between ehu  nppwiny  qrnupinqe  i n  rettpezt  af convantional
;lrmaments a n d  a r m e d  forar?s  d quar(Lntee  aqalnst  wnr breakinq  o u t  a~ II ranult  o!i a n
,ta(:idarrt  or an  incorinct  Irrt.trrp~~tat1on  o f  the  actions  o f  cjthurr  aide.
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6, In  order to  !mgrove  the eituetion  in the European continent and save it from
the  t.hrecrt of.  a  dev&Atat  inq w a r , the Soviet Union propoeea  to act decisively and on
a broad scale. Firet  o f  a l l  t h e  l e v e l  o f  m i l i t a r y  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  o n  t h e  EuroPan
cant  inent.  must be r a d i c a l l y  r e d u c e d . This ie precisely the qoal of the programme
of reduction od .qrmed  force8  and conventional armaments in Europe  eubmitted by the
State0  membclrw  nt’  the  Wareaw Treaty Organisation in June of this  year to all the
o t h e r  l3urapoan S!,~te6, the United Statea  and Canada. I t  etems fron! t h e i r
conaiatent  pal  lc:; almad  at  eliminatinq  Che  t h r e a t  a n d  eatabliahinq  a r e l i a b l e  a n d
uecure  peace er.d  frwm  the defensive character  of their military doctrine which
anvisaqea  t h e  maintenrrrxe  o f  a b a l a n c e  of mil itary forces  a t  t h e  loweat  poeeible
l e v o l  a n d  t h o  reduction  o f  m i l i t a r y  Capahi],itiee  t o  a  l e v e l  indispeneehle  for
defence.

7. The specific  and broad-ranqinq  proposal@ on this eubject,  which are an
important addition to the  plan for etep-by-atop nuclear disarmament put forward by
the  Soviet Union, can  also stand on their own. Their implementation would
Rubetantielly  reduce the level of military danqer in Europe.

8. Thaso  propoaalo  provide for a aubetantial reduction in all components of the
land force8  and tactical air force8  of the European State8  end aleo  in the
equivalent United States snd Canadian force8  and facilities located in Europe. AR

w e l l  aa col~vantional  weapone, tactical nuclear weapons with a ranqe  of up to 1,000
kilometroe  s h o u l d  alao  bo r e d u c e d .

9. The qowraphical zone of the reductions include8  the whole territory of
Europe, from tho Atlantic Ocean to the Urals.

10. If  there iu a  matchinq  willinqneae  on the part of the countrim  of th#s North
Atlantic Treaty  Orqanization, land force8  and tactical air force6  can slreaey  he
tsduccrd  in Europe by the beqinninq  of the 1990s by approximately 25 per cent an
comparc+d  t o  c u r r e n t  l e v e l s ,  t h a t  is t o  Bay, the opposinq  qroupinqe  of armed force n
would bs docraaeod  by more than 1 million. Their armament6 and eauipment,
includinq  nuclaat  moans,  would  slso  ho r e d u c e d .

11. AR 0 t’itet  atsp it iu propofied  to implement over  a one- to twc year period 4
ancl-t.lmca  mutual reduction of from 100,000 to 150,000 on each RAde  in the troop
at.r6tnqth  ok the  Staten  belonqinq  t o  t h e  o p p o e i n q  m i l i t a r y - p o l i t i c a l  aLliancea.
Cuta in t a c t i c a l  a i r  Eorcen  aa  p a r t  o f  t h i s  mnaaure w o u l d  b e  o f  yreot
Riqnit  icunce. Immediatsly  af terward~, the member  States of the Wareaw Treaty  iire
rtbcady  t o  c a r r y  o u t  f u r t h e r  aiqnificant  reductione.

12. All  Sretc?e pertiea  to the sqreement on the  reduction of armed forcon  and
arnamcbntrl  would  u n d o r t a k e  n o t  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  l a n d  f o r c e s  a n d  t a c t i c a l  a i r  fierce!*
outaide  the  zone?  o f  the  r e d u c t i o n a .

1  3 . ThoM(a ruductionn  would be carried o u t  qradually  a t  aqreed  t i m e s ,  w i t h  the
m i l i t a r y  balance  mrtint.ain&  a t  e v e r  l o w e r  level! and without jaopardizinq  anyonc?‘~.
RPCUK  1.  ty .

14. It  is  propoRed  to work out a form of reduction that would ensure a leaserrinq
of’  the  denqer of  nurprise  a t t a c k  a n d  t h e  contx)lidation  o f  etrateqic  Htebillty  i n

/ . . .
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EUfOge. TO that end, it is envisaged that agreement should he  reached at the very
outset on a significant reduction in tactical air forces and the concentration of
troops alonq the lines of contact of the two military-political alliances in
mtope. Beach-q  in mind existing concerns on that score, the Soviet Union and the
other socialist countries are also prepared to discuss additional measures which
could facilitate solution of the problem of preventing a surprise attack.

15. They attach considerable importance to achieving agreement on various measures
that would facilitate the strengthening of mutual trust.

16. All the proposed reduction8 would be implemented to the accompaniment of
reliable and effective verification, including the use of international procedures,
including on-site inspection.

17. Together with measure8 to verify the reduction process itself, observation of
the military activities of the troops remaining after the reduction would be
instituted.

18. In addition, appropriate forms of verification would be applied concerning
measures to strengthen mutual confidence. Essentially, the military activity of
the troops remaining after the reduction will be open to observation throughout the
territory of Europe from the Atlantic to the Urals.

19. To implement verification, the parties will exchange, at an agr<>ed  “,ir;;e,
relevant data, end would notify each other of the beginning and comple:.lon  of the
reduction.

20. For purposes of verification , an internatianal consultative committee would be
established with the participation of the representatives of the NATO and Warsaw
Treaty Qrganization countries , as well a8 neutral and non-aligned and other
European States.

21. The Warsaw Treaty member State8 set no preliminary conditions for the
beginning of objective discussions on their proposals. They are also prepared to
consider in a constructive spirit any other proposals on the subject that might be
introduced by the NATO  member States or by the neutral and non-aligned or other
States of Europe. The main objective is to achieve as quickly as possible
practical, genuinely tangible results that will lead to a reduction in the level of
military confrontation in Europe.

22. In the opinion of the Soviet Union, these new proposals fully and
comprehensively respond to the content of resolution 40194  A adopted by the General
Assembly of the United Nations at its fortieth session in which Governments are
ucqed  *to adopt appropriate measures at the regional level with a view to
s%renqthening  peace and security . . . through the limitation and reduction of armed
PIsrces  and conventional weapons*. ft is important that other States also should
follow the spirit of this United Nations reaolution.

23. Their efforts to reach agreement on the reduction of conventional arms and
armed forces on a Europe-wide scale and their readiness to use all possible
channels and forums for that purpose in no way diminish the interest of the Soviet

/ ..*
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Union and the other Warsaw Treaty States in achieving positive results at the
current Vienna talks on mutual reduction of forces and armaments in Central
Europe. Unfortunately, no real headway has as yet been made at the Vienna talks.
In the mean time, essential pre-conditions for possible agreement exist. These
were established in the detailed draft agreement submitted by the socialist
countries on 20 February 1986 concerning an initial reduction in Soviet and
American troops and a subsequent freezing of the levels of the forces and atmammts
of NATO and the Warsaw Treaty in Central Europe, The draft agreement  contains
specific new elements aimed at achieving mutual compromiss  on the aspects over
which there is the most substantial disagreement between the two sides, including
the question of verification.

24. However, in order for this partial solution to become a Eeality,  political
will and serious determination to reach agreement on the part of all parties to the
talks are essential. However, it is just this decisive element which is yet
apparent in the attitude of the NATO  countries.

25. Along with its proposal for reaching agreement on a reduction in the volume of
arms and armed forces on a Europe-wide scale, the Soviet Union is in Pawour  of a
reduced level of military confrontation in other regions also, in particular. in
Asia and the Pacific, where militarization  and a growing military threat are
beginning to gather dangerous momentum. The USSR attaches great importance to a
radical reduction of armed forces and conventional weapons in Asia to reasonable
proportions and is working actively to include the Asia and the Pacific region in
general process of establishing a comprehensive system of international security.

26. The Soviet Union will continue in the future its energetic efforts to lay
practical foundations for reducing the arms race, to bring about disarmament,
particularly in the nuclear but also in the conventional sphere to promote a
genuine reduction in the level of military confrontation and to strengthen
universal security.


