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1. The  etudv  an concepts3  o f  aeaur  Sty (A/4O/SS3, a n n e x )  pcuvldoe  a  I @nor  a’l
analyeie  0C verloue concept8 of  oeuurity. Ae t h e  study  d u l y  reaoqniaoe,  the
conoept  of security contain8 many different, elemonte euoh 88 military aapabilitiQfl,
econom  lo, axial  and technolosicel  development aa ~011  ae p o l i t i c a l  co-operation,
includins  the role of  internat ional  orqaniaetiona. There ie no commonly accoptod
VIW - m.f thie ie aleo re f lec ted  in  the  o tudy  - of how theoo divoreo olomente  or0
in yarticuiar  C(J@QO combined to, on the on8 hand, reduoe  ineecur itv and to PcoducQ
oocurity  and co-operation, on tho other, between nation8 in the inturnatisnol
BCwl(l*

2 . Aa it atande, the etudy pcovidoe a qenerul ovorviw of the many fueet:e of
eecurity i n  todey  ‘0 wor ld . It olearlv brinqe  out the fact that eocuritv is a
rolativo r a t h o r  t h a n  a n  abeolute  te . The verv qonoccll  nature of tho otudy mokoo
i t  cathoc d i f f i c u l t  t o  uee t h e  #atub ar6 a  quide t o  undecstendina  a n y  euQcific ieauQ
of intornotional eocuc i ty . Therefore, it mislht  ho ueeEul  t o  t.akQ OWN o f  t h e  i55uQ
aroau  outlined  in  the e tudy  fo r  fu r ther  and  more  dotailocl fwrotfW-

3. One euch  ieeuo MOO miqht  ho the concept of dotercenco. I t  ie one o f  t h o
baeio concopto  of eecucity  on which even the moat elementary dofinitlone and
yorcoptione  are eubjoct  to  controvoroy. Yet ,  the  uonoopt  of deterr enue, bo It
nuclear or conventional, etando  in the centre of today’e  eocncity coneidorotione.
Tt miaht bo,  thoroforo, extremely  vslueblo  to asccy out  a  etudy,  init iated and
oponoorcwl  by the United Netiono, on the vat iouo conaepte of deterrence. The  rQ5Ult
of  the etudy,  a  widolv ecaoptefl  work on basic definitiona and concopttj  o f
conJontiona1 and  nualoor deterronco , would be ueoPu1 far both wractitionore and
ucholere  of  international  relationa.

4 . It  sliyht,  furthermore,  be worth whi le  to  look oeparatoly  Into aomo larrror
untitiefi at owur  itv conoepte ,  etartinq f r o m  what  the  otudy  itrolf  call8 the
“i1aper0tivo  ont’l mnfit uruent” o f  problem@, namely,  t h a t  o f  Aiaarmomont.

s. The Qntloovour  ehrzuld  then deal w i t h  iraeues  o f !  1eolPer immodiato  WWJitv,  b u t  b y
n o  mQane noqliqlbla,  euch  6.18  Qconomic  ineaualitioe, overpopula t ion  and
Qnvironmont  . Varioue ~pocial  orqaniaatione of tho United Nations HhoulB  b@ inducud
to contribute to a concoptuel and factual treatment  of aruoetionn  pQrt5ininq  to
their domain of intQrQot. At BomQ later etaqe their obeorvatione  could b0
il1twrGtQd into. ti camwQhQneivQ  in -depth etudy on the totality of  rr~curity co1~nept5.

6. No d o u b t :  el1 offorte t o  undormtand  t h o  phenomena  o f  ine~urltv ttro clommanr9trblG
and ~QHQ~VQ  the coroful attention of ell Member State@.
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1. Tha study on concept6  of ~ecuc  ity (A/40/553,  annex) containe laome  ~41 id
obaeev&tionf4. I t  ricrhtly  etetoe, for  example ,  tha t  *It ie v i ta l  for  tho
maintanonce  of international pence and security that Statea  etrictly  follow the
fundonontol  rule8 of the Charter of the United Netlone”. I t  aleo make@ t h o  veey
InIWrtant  ~ointe  that “the threat of war aonnot be dealt with effectivolv without a
prior anelyois of and effeutive meaeuraa directed at the rooto of international
tonalone  and antaqoniema thet often qive r leti to competition In the field@ of
nuclear  and conventional  armen, snd tha t  ‘egaurity policiee  .  .  .  must 2~1
offcrctivoly  with the btoador and wore cor~lox auecrtione  of thQ interroletionehip
botwoon  military 4nA non-mil i tary elements of  oacurityY.

2, b4K Qtt4hlV,  hWQV0r  , the bulk of the etudv  in InconPietont  with theoe baeic:
tenote. Armaments  are viewed &se  the CBUB~?,  rather  than 6 Bymptom,  at’ toneicxm  or
diecort3a hotwoon State@,  while arm control  snd diosemamont meacPure8  tend to b0
uroeonted QEI tho pr imory cure foe 011 the IlPo of the world. Moreover, the
cntcploquo of  lonq-proptao& arme-oontro1  meanurea focucea almoet en t i re ly  on  thoeo
of the two major nuclear Powera  and the two major alliancse. Au with moat UniteA
Netionu etudisra in the diearmament Pie&Y, the remet notee  the accumulation of
wQ4wI3nE)  b y  othor State5  o n l y  i n  paeein4, a n d  p a v e  l i t t l e  at ten t ion  either to  the
impcut a$! t ha t  phQnomQnon  on  i n te rna t iona l  oecurity,  or  to  w a y e  of  controllinu  i t .
‘iho report montiono that there have been  oomo 1SO armed conflicte sllnco 1945 in
which bOtWl3QR 16 mil l ion and 2S mil l ion people loot  their  liVQ8,  but  it fonoroe th0
tollinu fact that the vaet majority of thoeo wace, cane of which OCQ et111 boinu
ww Qa , occurr od botweon non-al iqned developinq Statue. The roport correctly notud
that the world ie becominv increaeinu  interdependent,  but  intordopondoncy  is u
two-way etr oat a while the policioa of major Powera affect thQ reet of tho world,
the rQoyoncibility  oj. all OthQK Statoa  f o r  t h e  effwt o f  t h e i r  poIiciQe o n
intarnotianol  etohility a n d  pooc* muut alao b e  wubjoctd t o  4  eerioue snely8ie.

7 In duslinct  w i t h  it6 intenciod  main topk?,  concept6  o f  aecurlty,  t h e  report eleo
;‘ii,, to  take  into  account  4  number  of fUnd4mQnt41 f4Ctu that  mUQt bQ rrddroesod
focthriqhtly  in any Obj&AiVQ and meeninaful  otudy  of  th is  complex HLI~.IQC’~.

4. fn doecribfnu the c011CQpt  oi’ peaceful  coexietonce,  the study  totalil,
tlisrouarde  thu interpretfition  crivon  to  tha t  c o n c e p t  b y  It8 ch ie f  praw)nQnt.
Aceordinq tu thut widely  proclaims  i n t o c p r e t a t i o n ,  ~ooc~Pu1 coexistonce  i s  to
apply o n l y  ts S t a t e - t o - S t a t e  rolotionot i t  IQ n o t  t o  i n h i b i t  continuot3  idctoloqical
ntcuuqlo”  b u t ,  on thQ contr~rv,  t o  interreify it. Ely both worde ant3 dQQds,  howovor  ,
it  hee alao been aodo clear that  under  tha concept  of peaccLfu1  couxietence  no froo
uo~npQtition  o f  idooo 16 a l l o w e d  crnd  t h a t  Lhe field f o r  *ideoloqicol  etruuqls” ia t o
ho ouon  only in on0 cJirk& ion - to cmpand  ths arm alroody  under tho wAitice
ev~tms  advocot&l by the proponent of tho concept. fiie”ory hee ehown that anv
attQ~#pt  ot uoliticel  e n d  eociel  chanqe by t h e  p~aplos GP Statoe within that OCOB  ie
~tlE1~)13,  bv atmod  intsrvontion  i f  deomo<l  n(3CQaQary,  4nd a n y  eupuort,  QvQn Qynluothy,
L’or euch chnnqo from the suteido i s  danouncod  BQ 1ntQrPorenc~  i n  the intatnul
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affoira o f  time statee. Thue,  a8 i n te rp re ted  and  practieed b y  ite
standard-bearer , the  uoncept  of peace fu l  eoexiotence  i s  patontlv  one-eidoil. ‘ I t  ie
not a securitv aonaept, but a craee  example of how ideas laudeblo in an8 of
thomeelvee are  twioted a n d  exploit& f o r  the  aelf-sarvinq  purpanse  o f  an
expaneionlst  Powar.

5. Contrary to the impreoeion  uiven by tha reepectfvo  section of the report,
non-aliqnment  doee not neueesarily r efleot a ahsr cdl aoncept  of eecur itv. SOrpl0
Statoe,  while profeeeinq  non-ali~ment,  ace closely associated with one of the
euoor-Powere. Manv  non-aliqned  Steteo, w h i l e  challenqinq  t h e  roleted ConeePte,
r e l y  f o r  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  security  t o  a efqnifioant  eXt%nt o n  baldnCe  o f  forc?W, b o t h
roqional iind qlobal,  and the benefita  they indirectly derive from a credible
nuclear deterrent. It ie, aleo clerrr that while some non-aliqned Ytotee favour
roqional arm@ control, many other@ see e tronqlv  o~~ooed  to  i t . Dut the moat
dramatic ovidonce of the fact thslt eecwrity interest8 and uorceptione  of
non-alicpned Statea not only diffee but can even clash ie the traqlcGlly lona li8t
OP armed conf licte between ouch Ststee.

6. The etudy  arquee  that nation8 ohould move toward6 common eecurity.  BY
definition, common owurity  requireo  a hiqh dmree of harmonv in the qenoral
outlook8 and pol.icioe  of Btateo. Where euch harmony oxiets, common e&zurity  is a
natural roeult, with the Stateo involved M lonqor ermincr  thomeelvoe  for protection
aoainst  one anothor. The fact, however,  that thoao States remain  concornod  about
mointoininq  effective defeneive capabilitiee makes i t  cloor  that  they feel  the neti
to dofond themeelvee  from Potential threat8 from other auortor8. The toPort
correctly notee that  eecurity aoncepto are  affected by o variety of  featore -
p o l i t i c a l ,  m i l i t a r y ,  ideoloqical, ecanomio,  c u l t u r a l ,  e t c . How the differ ins and
somotimoe diametrical ly oppoaod  objectivoe,  valueo, oracticee  a n 8  traditiona  i n  a l l
theee area@  can be  reconci’ied  io an extremely complex and diff icult  auoetion.  It
i s  one ,  hOwever, that muet be reoolved if any movement by Statoe towarde common
eecurtty fe t o  becomc9  Q roaliotfc o p t i o n . To mlnfmize thie fundamental orohlem,  a6
the report doea,  only foetero  illuefone and does not contribute to the objective of
a more ueecef  ul and eecuto  WorlB.

7 . Humiun  riqhte repreeent  one of the areaa where the Bifferoncea  in ooliclea end
uracticos  of Statov a r e  perhapo  moat viclble. The report contain8 a weloome
twoonition  of the ncwative affect on international eecurity roeultinq from human
r iclhte v iolatione. Pn Aiecueeinq  a n d  makina recommondatlwe  o n  this lmrsortant
aueetion,  however, t h e  rouort  le hiqhly  oelective. The ~~eetice  of  apartheid  is
abhorrent, but, unfortunately, not the onlv one requirlnq attention in thie
cmtext. For a  etudy t o  b e  ubjwtive, it cannot remain silent about other maeoive
vfoletiom of human ricrhte, and  the i r  reDercueefone  for in ternat iona l  secur i t y ,  in
euch countries  aa, for example, Afqhanioten,  Anuola, Ethiopia, Kampuchea, end
Nicaraque. Nor  can  i t  iqnore the  con t i nued  breaohoe  o f  the  humon  rlahte provieione
of  the Hels inki  P ine;  Act  by  come of i ts  eiqnatories.

8. Far both eubatsntive  and financial r ea6on8, etated In  ite explanation of  vote,
the United States  oppoood  General Aoaembly reeolution 38/188  H, which initiated the
study on concsute  of eBcur ity . Nevertheleee,  i t  hafl  oxumina3 the completti s t u d y
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without srejudaenbmts. While the foresoins comments are by no means e%baustiQer
they do reflect the basic conclusion resulting from that examination, that is,
that, reqeettably.  this study only confirms the serious concerns ccmoeyed  by the
United States to the Secretary-General in response to General Assembly teaolution
40/152 R reqardina the ways in which United Nations studies in the disarmament
field have been initiated and carried out. The United States hopes that the
suagestions contained in that remonse vi11 help improve the auality and value Of
such  studies in the future.


