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I . INTRODUCTION

1. O n  1 2  December  198’5, t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  a d o p t e d  r e s o l u t i o n  40/94 K, the
o p e r a t i v e  paraqraphc  o f  w h i c h , i n t e r  a l l a ,  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w e r

“The General -Assembly,

‘1
. . .

n2. Urqcs a l l  Staten, in particuilar  nuclear-weapon StateR  and other
m i l i t a r i l y  aiqnificant S t a t e s , t o  conridcr implementins  a d d i t i o n a l  m e a s u r e s
baued o n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  o p e n n e s s  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y  s u c h  aa, f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  standardized  r e p o r t i n q  o f  m i l i t a r y  expenditurea,
w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  facilitatinq t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  o b j e c t i v e  I n f o r m a t i o n  o n ,  a8
~011 an o b j e c t i v e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f ,  m i l i t a r y  capabllitieer

” 3 . InVitaS al l  Member  States  to  communicate  to  the  Secretary-Genera l
b e f o r e  3 0  A p r i l  1 9 8 6  t h e  measures t h e y  h a v e  a d o p t e d  t o  ctintribuite t o  qreater
o p e n n e s s  i n  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s  i n  qeneral  a n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  i.mprove t h e  f l o w

o f  o b j e c t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  m i l i t a r y  capabilitieer

“4 . Requests  the  Secretary -Genera l  to  report  to  the  General  Aeeembly a t
i t s  f o r t y - f i r s t  s e s s i o n  o n  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  provit3iona  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t
resolutionr

“5. DecideA t o  i n c l u d e  i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  a q e n d a  o f  its Eorty-f  irst
s e s s i o n  t h e  i t e m  entitled ‘ O b j e c t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r a ’ . ”

2. A note verbale  dated  6  February  1986  was sent to  a l l  Member State8 requeatinq
informat ion on the  mqanurea  they  had adopted  it, pursuance of  paraqraph 3  of  the
r e r o l u t i o n . The Seer etary-Genera’ .)a8 t o  d a t e  r e c e i v e d  repliee f r o m  A u s t r a l i a ,
Rotewana,  Denmark, the  Federal  R,dublic  of  Germany,  I ta ly ,  the  Nether  landa, Norway ,
the United Kinqdom of  Great  Brita’n and Northern I re land and the  United Statbe  of
America. These  a r e  reproduced  i n :ection  I I  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  r e p o r t .

I I . REPLIES RECEIVED FROM GOVERNMENTS

AUSTRALIA

[ O r  iclinal: Knqliflh)

[30 A p r i l  19H61

1. Austral ia  bel ieves  that  improved ‘ ransparencv of  incormation  and hence of
u n d e r s t a n d i n s  a b o u t  t h e  r a n q e  o f  d e f e n c e  a n d  m i l i t a r y  activlkies  thruuqhout  t h e

I w o r l d  w i l l  aesiat i n  t h e  development  o f  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c l i m a t e  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d
t r u s t  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  p e a c e  a n d  f o r  proqrees  in  tiny neqotiationa,
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  area o f  a c m e  c o n t r o l  a n d  t h e  rtiuction  o f  m i l i t a r y  budqeta.
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2, Improved t ransparency of  information on mil i tary expenditure8 and capabilitiee
Could alEI aesiat States i n  m a k i n q  m o r e  coneidered  d e c i s i o n s  o n  t h e  relationehip
between the  al locat ion of  resources  to  mil i tary eectore and to  economic  and soc ia l
development .

.i.- I In act ive  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  o p e n n e s s  a n d  traneparency,  t h e
Auetralian  Government  makea avai lable  to  the  Secretary -Genera l  each year the
deta i ls  of  ita mil i tary expendi ture  in  the  form of  the  etandardized United Nstione
reportinq i n s t r u m e n t . A u e t r a l i a  18 o n e  o f  f e w  countriee b illinq to d o  80.

4. The annual  Austral ian Defence  Report  aivee a  detai led  account  Of the size,
shape and equipment  of  the  Auetrslian  defence  force . A etat ie t ica l  manpower  repor t
ie compiled monthly  and releaeed  to  the  press. A u s t r a l i a  ha8 aqreed t o  p r o v i d e  t o
t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ,  i f  requeeted,  a  summary  o f  thifi i n format ion ,  which  ie
al ready in the  publ ic  domain, a b o u t  Australia’s m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l i t y .

5. A u s t r a l i a  IA d o i n a  m o r e  i n  p r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l i t i e e  t h a n
many other Statec. A u s t r a l i a  w o u l d  b e  qlad t o  l e n d  i t s  e u p p o r t  to  a n y  offorte o f
t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  t o  encouraqe a  w i d e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  the teportina O f
mil i tary expenditure6 and capabilitiw,  part icularly  from the  nuc lear -weapon
S t a t e e , o t h e r  m i l i t a r i l y  e i q n i f i c a n t  Statea  a n d  S t a t e s  o f  varioue  e c o n o m i c  a n d
n a t i o n a l  accountinq eyeteme.

BOTSWANA

[Oriainalt E n g l i s h )

17 M a r c h  19661

Dotewana Rae  no information to  communicate  on mil i tary mattera.

DENMARK

[Oriqinalr  English]

I2 J u n e  19661

1, Denmark  was a  aponeor  of  reeolut ion 40/94 K,  ent i t led  “Object ive  information
o n  m i l i t a r y  mattersHI which wae adopted by a vaet majority of Member Statee of the
United Nations. T h e  r e e o l u t i o n  represents t h e  v i e w  t h a t  a  b e t t e r  f l o w  o f  o b j e c t i v e
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  m i l i t a r y  matter8  w o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a  r e d u c t i o n  in  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
t e n s i o n ,  t o  t h e  buildina  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  a m o n q  S t a t e s  a n d  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f
c o n c r e t e  a;earmament aqreemente.

2. In  order  to  promote  d isarmament  and internat ional  re la t ions baeed on peace and
trunt, Denmark viqorously eupporte measures contributinq to qreater  transparency on
mil i tary matters  and hae  developed a  tradi t ion for  openneee on defence ieeuee.
T h i s  t r a d i t i o n  has p r o d u c e d  a  larqe v a r i e t y  o f  i n i t i a t i v e s  s o m e  o f  w h i c h  d e s e r v e
s p e c i a l  emphaeisr
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(a) Annual  reportinq to  the  Secretary-General  on Danish mi l i tary  budqets

S i n c e  1 9 8 1 ,  D e n m a r k  h a s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a n n u a l l y  in  t h e  aystsm f o r  standardizeil
reportinq  of  mil i tary expenditureA  and has repor ted  to  the  Secretary-Genera l  on  the
rise o f  itr m i l i t a r y  b u d q e t a  f o r  t h e  precedinq  f i s c a l  y e a r .

( b )  Exchanqe  of mil i tary  obeervers

Denmark  part ic ipates  in  the  exchanqs of  mil i tary obaervere  by attendinq major
mil i tary manoeuvrem  abroad and by invitinq mil i tary observers  from other  States  to
watch exerciree  on Danish territory.

(c)  The Conference  on Securi ty  and Co-operat ion in  Europe procese

A8 a  s ians tory  t o  t h e  Helsrnki  F i n a l  A c t , Denmark is committed to observe the
p r o v i r i o n e  t h e r e o f  concerninq p r i o r  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  m a j o r  mil i tary  menocuvrw  i n
order  to  promote  mutual  underetandinq and strenqthen confidence,  stabi l i ty  and
recurlty.

At  the  Conference on Confidence- and Security-buildinq Measures and
Disarmament in Europe, at Stockholm, Denmark  haa co-eponeored a  draf t  proposal  o n
a n  e n l a r q e m e n t  o f  t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  r6qlme.

( d )  B r i e f i n g  o f  d e f e n c e  attachdz

T h e  D a n i s h  Minirtry o f  D e f e n c e  invitee a l l  forciqn  d e f e n c e  attach68  t o
remi-annual  bricfinqs b v i n d i v i d u a l  d e f e n c e  u n i t e  a r o u n d  t h r  c o u n t r y . A l l  at.tach6a
may, moreover , a t  any  t  me apply  to  the  Danish Minister  for Defence for  arranuement
o f  8 s p e c i a l  vfsit t o  a  u n i t .

le) Annual  rev iew by the  Minister  for  Defence

Since 1982 the  Danish  Minfeter for Defence  has  issued an annual  review in
order  to  inform about  the  aoals and means of  the  Danish Defence. The review in
s e n t  e v e r y  y e a r  t o  a l l  d e f e n c e  clttachCs  w h o  a l s o  r e c e i v e  copiee o f  t h e  D a n i a h
finance hill8 and defence budaets . The review helps to qenerate an open and
democrat ic  debate  on Danieh defence  pol icy  and Denmark’8  place in  the  activitiee  of
N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  a l l i a n c e .

( f )  Publicatione

The Danish Defence has for  many years  been enqaqed in  information service
t h r o u a h  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  publicationo  providinq f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e  D a n i s h  Defence,
d e f e n c e  acts, d e f e n c e  a r r a n q e m e n t e ,  e t c . SOme a r e  publ.ished i n  Enqliah a n d  t.hereby
made readi ly  avai lable  to  s taf f  members of  foreiqn embassies  and orqanizat ions .
T h e  publlcatione  a r e  a l s o  Lsed i n  s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n .



A/41 /466
Enqlleh
Page 5

( a )  Maoe media

L i k e  other ec?ctors  o f  t h e  Denieh c e n t r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  D e f e n c e  makes
exteneive  u8e o f  preee vieite,  preea  r e l e a a e e  a n d  press c o r r f e r e n c e o  i n  0tBer t o
in form ahout  t h e  c u r r e n t  a t a t u e  o f  t h e  D a n i e h  D e f e n c e .  Specialised p e r s o n n e l
conduct  and co-ordinate  these  actlvitlee.

( h )  F i l m s ,  alidea,  v i d e o ,  e t c .

F i l m s  a n d  o t h e r  audio-visual  materiale a r e  alao o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  b y  t h e
Danish D e f e n c e . Cataloqueu  a r e  iaeued reqularly.

(i) Arrenqemente a n d  e x h i b i t i o n s

S e v e r a l  d e f e n c e  outflta  h o l d  a n  a n n u a l  “ o p e n  house”  t o  w h i c h  t h e  p u b l i c  ia
a d m i t t e d  a n d  b r i e f e d  about  w h a t  qoee o n  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  post. The vi6ite  Often
inc lude  m i l i t a r y  chows  a n d  e x h i b i t i o n @ . T h e  D a n i s h  D e f e n c e  ale0 rune two larqe
p o r t a b l e  exhibitions8 o n e  is a  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  d i s p l a y  a b o u t  peace-k,bepinc!  fOrCeB#
the  other  a  general  exhibit ion about  the  Danieh Defence. Rxhibitiono  o n  epecisl
t o p i c s  a r e  ahown  occaolonolly.

3 . The Danish  Government, thc.)efore,  coneidore  i t e e l f  t o  h a v e  a d o p t e d  ezteneivo
mesaureA w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  q r e a t e r  o p e n n e e e  i n  m i l i t a r y  mattsre i n  qeheral  a n d  i n
p a r t i c u l a r  t o  improvinq  t h e  f l o w  o f  o b j e c t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  m i l i t a r y  capsbilitiee.

GERMANY, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF

[Oriqinalr  Enqliehl

16 J u n e  19861

1 . T h e  Cavernment o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e p u b l i c  o f  Gern,any welcome8 t h e  i&et th@t t h e
G e n e r a l  A e e e m b l y ,  i n  adopting  r e s o l u t i o n  9 4  K entit;ed nObJective  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n
m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s ” ,  o n c e  a q a i n  hae streamed, i n  confo.*mity  w i t h  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t a k e n
at t h e  t e n t h  epecial  oeseion  o f  t h e  Aeoembly, t h e  ficet opecial  eeereion o n
diearmament, i n  1 9 7 8 ,  t h e  p a r a m o u n t  e i q n i f i c a n c e  o f  factual i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d
data-based information for  arms contro l  and disarmament.

2 . W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  neuative  r e p e r c u e a i o n e  a n  i n s u f f i c i e n t  flovi o f  i n f o r m a t i o n
o n  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s  w i l l  h a v e  o n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y
eituztion
developmeAt

the United Nation8  study on the relationehip  between diearmament and
(A/36/3 56, annex) , commended by the General Aeeembly by conoeneue in

1 9 8 1  ( r e s o l u t i o n  36/92 G ) ,  stated t h e  fol!owinq i n  p o r a q r a p h  1171

“ T h e r e  ie a t  p r e e e n t  a  vicioue c i r c l e  i n  w h i c h  excelsalve  a n d  u n r e a e o n a b l e
eecrecy and t h e  arms r a c e  t e n d  t o  r e i n f o r c e  e a c h  o t h e r . A r e v i e w  o f  t h e
poet -war  arme race  would  es tabl i sh  beyond any doubt  that  excessive  secrecy  has
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  erme r a c e  b y  motivatinq t h e  acquioition o f
weapon8 a n d  y t e l d i n q  f o r c e  level8  t h a t  eujeequently  p r o v e d  t o  b e  u n n e c e e e a r y
or  exceeeive ,  but  which became lrrevereible  due  to  Inert ia  or  countervailinq
action6 by the advereary . ”
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3 . Enhanced openness and transparency  in the mil i tary sphere  as  wel l  as  the
p r e p a r e d n e s s  o f  S t a t e s  t o  m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  m i l i t a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  c o n f o r m s  to
t r u t h  a n d  IR r e l i a b l y  v e r i f i a b l e  a r e  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  prerequieitee  f o r  reducina
t e n s i o n s  a n d  creatinq c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  t h u s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r  a l l  s p e c i f i c  m e a s u r e s
serving t h e  e n d s  o f  a r m s  c o n t r o l  a n d  disarmament,  euch a s  r e s t r a i n t ,
conf idence-bui ldinq measures , neqotiations on aqreements and subsequent
veri f icat ion of  adherence  to  such aqreements .

4. The policy  of the Federal Government ,  o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  strenqtheninq o f
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  b y  l imi t inq  and  reducinq armament ,  t a k e s  f u l l  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e
r e s u l t a n t  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  o b j e c t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

5 . F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  qeneral  a n d  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  I t s  d e f e n c e  e f f o r t s ,  t h e
Fsderal G o v e r n r e n t  e v e r y  o t h e r  y e a r  p u b l i s h e s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  White Br 4 on  the
Situation and Development of the Bundeswehr (Federal Armed Forces). I n  a d d i t i o n  t o
basic i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  d e f e n c e  m a n d a t e  OF t h e  B u n d e a w e h r ,  i t s  r o l e  w i t h i n  t h e
A l l i a n c e  a n d  i t s  s t a t u s  amonq t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  larqe,  I t  c o n t a i n s  d e t a i l e d
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  o n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  planninq
a c t i v i t i e s ,  OrqaniZatiOnal  Bet-Up, @qUipfIWnt  a n d  p e r s o n n e l  o f  t h e  Bundeswehr.

6 . The Federal  Government  furthermore publ ishes  annual ly  a report  on  the  lates t
d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  dlsermament  a n d  a r m s  c o n t r o l ,  w h i c h  alao conta ins
p len t i fu l  and  d e t a i l e d  in format ion .

7 . C o n v i n c e d  t h a t  improved  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  m i l i t a r y  d a t a  a n d  f a c t s  m u s t  b e
a c h i e v e d  e s p e c i a l l y  o n  a  w o r l d w i d e  s c a l e , the Federal Government from the outset
t h e r e f o r e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  eff??ts b y  t h e  U n i t e d  Nations  at t r a n s p a r e n c y  and
c o m p a r a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s  o f  S t a t e s . The Federal Cdvernment  each
year  presents  to  the  United Nat ions  data  on ite defence  budqet  within the  framework
of  t h e  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  standardized  r e p o r t i n q  o f  military e x p e n d i t u r e s . This  United
N a t i o n s  i n s t r u m e n t  w i l l  b e  a b l e ,  t h o u q h , t o  f u l f i l  it6 envisaqed  purpose  o n l y  i f
b r o a d ,  representative  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b y  S t a t e s  f r o m  a l l  reaional  aroupe i n  t h e
r e p o r t i n q  system i s  e n s u r e d . Reqr ettably , t h i s  p r e - c o n d i t i o n  ia s t i l l  f a r  f r o m
havinq heen m e t .

8. Another important complex of problems, for  which holutions  can only  be
achieved t h r o u a h  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  r e l i a b l e  d a t a ,  iq t h e
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a n s f e r  o f  w e a p o n s . This is why the Federal, Government for many
yeare  now in  United Nat ions  forums has  advocated the  estaOlishment  of  an addit ional
United Nat ions  reqister  in  which both the  exports  and the  imports  of  weapons  by
S t a t e s  w i l l  b e  r e c o r d e d .

9 . At  the  reqional  E u r o p e a n  l e v e l , t h e  F e d e r a l  Gover:lment  s t r i c t l y  f u l f i l s  i t s
obliqatione u n d e r  t h e  H e l s i n k i  F i n a l  A c t  t o  n o t i f y  m i l i t a r y  m a n o e u v r e s  a n d  t o
i n v i t e  o b s e r v e r s  f r o m  a l l  participatinq S t a t e s .

10. I n  a d d i t i o n , t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  s t r e s s e s  t h a t  t h e  ava!lahillty  o f
o b j e c t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s  - a s  w e l l  a 8  i n  other  f i e l d s  - m u s t  h e
viewed from two aspects: n o  l e s s  i m p o r t a n c e  a t t a c h e s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f
d i s s e m i n a t i o n  a n d  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a n  t o  t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  q u a n t i t y  o f
such information.
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11 . I t  has  been r ight ly  emphaeized,  therefore , i n  r e s o l u t i o n  37/100 J, a d o p t e d  W
consensus by the Generai  Assembly in 1982, “ t h a t  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  b u i l d  t r u s t  and
confidence and to  advance the  condit ions  which contr ibute  to  the  cause  Of
d i s a r m a m e n t  in t h r o u g h  t h e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a l l  S t a t e s  a n d  b y  t h e
widee t poseihle disseminat ion of  information and unimpeded access by  a l l  BectOre Of
the  publ ic  to  a  broad range  of  inFormation and opin ion on quest ions of  arms
l imitat ion and disarmament” .

12. It i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  qratiPyinq  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  w i d e s t
PsBsiblo  diseemination  and of  unimpeded access  have  been made a  cornerstone of  the
World Disarmament Campaiqn, approved  by the  General  Assembly at  i t s  twel f th  spec ia l
session, the second special session on disarmament, in 1982.

13. In conformity  with these pr inc ip les ,  a  l i v e l y  aQd f r a n k  p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n  o n
al l  quest ions of  secur i ty  and arms contro l  takes  p lace  in  the  Federal  Republ ic  Of
Germany. T h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  is c a r r i e d  f o r w a r d  b o t h  b y  t h e  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  o f
individuals  and the  activity  of  numerous non-qovarnmenta l  organisat ions .  In
accordance  with  the  aims of  the  United Nat ions in  the  disarmament f ie ld,  the
Fderal G o v e r n m e n t  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h i s  p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n  b y  fulfillins i m p o r t a n t
complementary tasks  of  information, publ ic - re la t ions work  and educat ion.

ITALY

(Originals E n g l i s h 1

[23 J u n e  19861

1 . The I ta l ian Government , which was a sponsor of General Assembly resolution
40/94  K  o n  t h e  f l o w  o f  o b j e c t i v e  i n f o r m n t i o n  o n  m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  conojdere
t h e  t r a n s p a r e n c y  o f  d a t a  o n  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s  a s  particularly  i m p o r t a n t  in  the
p r e s e n t  c o n t e x t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  relatione, s i n c e  i t  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  P r o m o t i n g  a n
atmosphere  of  mutual  confidence amonq States , t o  improvinq t h e  praspecte  f o r
Progreud i n  d i s a r m a m e n t  neqotiatione  a n d  t o  relieving t e n s i o n s .

2 . I n  accordan-e  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  i t  h a s  a l w a y s  s u p p o r t e d ,  I t a l y  y e a .  ‘Y
s u b m i t s  d e t a i l e d  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n t  d a t a  o n  i t s  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s  t h r o u q h  t h e
internatl>nal  s y s t e m  f o r  standardized  r e p o r t i n g  a n d  h a s  r e p o r t e d  o n  t h e  eiae Of  itn
m i l i t a r y  b u d g e t . I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  I t a l y  n o t e s  w i t h  r e g r e t  t h a t  a  c e r t a i n  numoer o f
S t a t e s  a r e  s t i l l  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  u s e  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  s tandardized
r e p o r t i n g  o f  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s  c r e a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  Natlone.

3 . Furthermore, I t a l y  f u l l y  c o m p l i e s  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t n e  H e l s i n k i  F i n a l
Act  of  the  Conference on Secur i ty  and Co-operat.ion in Europe concerning pr ior
n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  m i l i t a r y  m a n o e u v r e s  a n d  t h e  exchanqe  o f  o b s e r v e r s  a t  s u c h
manoeuvres. The Ita l ian Government  ie amonq the  sponsors  of  various proposa l s  a t
the  Conference on Confidence-  and Securi ty-bui lding Measures  and Dlearmamont  in
E u r o p e  a t  S t o c k h o l m ,  aiminq a t  strenqtheninq  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  s e c u r i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e
a d o p t i o n  o f  m i l i t a r i l y  significant a n d  v e r i f i a b l e  m e a s u r e s  o f  d i f f eren t  k inds  a n d
i n  v a r i o u s  f i e l d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e n l a r g e m e n t  o f  t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  r&qime  a n d  t h e
!.ncreaee o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l i t i e s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s .
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4 . At the Vienna negotiations on the mutual and balcrnced  reduction of armed
f o r c e s  i n  C e n t r a l  E u r o p e ,  I t a l y , as  a  p a r t i c i p a n t  w i t h  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s ,  h a s  qiven
ite,support  t o  a  aerlae o f  p r o p o s a l s  a i m e d  a t  increasinq t h e  t r a n s p a r e n c y  o f
mil i tary Information and, c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a t  c r e a t i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c o n f i d e n c e  t o
pursue deeper  reduct ions .

5. In a more qeneral  context , the  I ta l ian Government  has  repeated?,;l  proposed  that
the sc ient i f ic  communi ty  p lay  a role  In  promoting openness and overcomincI
a n a c h r o n i s t i c  a t t i t u d e s  o f  e x a c e r b a t e d  s e c r e t i v e n e s s  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .

6 . F i n a l l y , t h e  I t a l i a n  M i n i s t r y  o f  D e f e n c e  p e r i o d i c a l l y  p u b l i s h e s  a  w h i t e  Paper
providinq  f u l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  oh n a t i o n a l  defenct.

7 . The 1talL.n  Government  is  f irmly convinced that  t ransparency of  intent ions  and
o f  m i l i t a r y  capabilities a r e  e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t 8  f o r  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r i s k s  o f
war  and for  th t  enhancement  of  security  and mutual  t rust . I t  i s  willinq t o  t a k e
I n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o p o s a l  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  r e s o l u t i o n  40/94 K,  i n
ordtr to  i nc rea s t  t h e  f l o w  o f  o b j e c t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s  a n d  t o
promote confidence among States.

NETHERLANDS

[Oriqinalr English1

[7 J u l y  13861

1 . The Netherlands  supports  ef forts  to  achieve  greater  optnneas in military
m a t t e r s , i n  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  re l i eve  i n te rna t iona l  tens ion  by  contributing
t o  confidtnce-buildinq a n d  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  c o n c r e t e
dirarmamtnt agreements. COnttCIUtntlY  i t  WtlCOmtd G t n t r a l  A8sembly
r e s o l u t i o n  40/94 K  e n t i t l e d  “ O b j e c t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  6n m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s ” .

2 . The Netherlands helps to prevent war and promotes peace by maintainlnq  a
defence posture  within the  framework of  the  North At lant ic  Treaty  Orqanization
(NATO) . I t  is a b l e  a n d  w i l l i n q  t o  d e f e n d  t h e  f r e e d o m  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e
Nether lands people, w i t h  d u e  regard  f o r  t h e  p e a c e f u l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  N e t h e r l a n d s
s o c i e t y . I n  a  s o c i e t y  w h i c h  i s  organized i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e s ,
a s  Dutch  soc ie ty  i s ,  d e f e n c e  m u s t  b e  r o o t e d  i n  s o c i e t y .  T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e r e  t&Et
be constant  in teract ion  between the  armed forces  and soc iety  in  order  that  the
a r m e d  f o r c e s  f o r m  a n  inteqral p a r t  o f  s o c i e t y . The provis ions  of  information and
openness about defence matters serves this purpose, among others.

3 . The Netherlands  reports  annual ly  to  the  Secretary-General  throuqh the  EW8t0m
f o r  standardlzed  r e y o r t i n q  o f  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s .

4 . The Ntthtr lands Government  suppl ies  information to  Parl iament  and the  People
w i t h o u t  r t e e r v a t i o n . An exhaustive account would take up too much space, and
c e r t a i n  m a j o r  e l e m e n t s  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  b e  notedr

( a )  T h e  d e f e n c e  b u d g e t  i s  p u t  b e f o r e  P a r l i a m e n t  a n n u a l l y ,  a n d  p l a n s  f o r  t h e
y e a r  a h e a d  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  a p u b l i c  p a r l i a m e n t a r v  debate1
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(b) In 1984 the policy document on defen l e wae presented, etating the
Government’s  plans and intention8 with regard to policy on the Netherlands armed
forces for 1984-1993 I

(c) Parliament is very regularly informed of new developments In the field of
defence by means of letters, policy documents and situation teportet

(d) The media often receive the same information a8 Parllament#

(0) The Ministry of  Defence gives  regular preea briefings on current issues
and background information on important aspects of policy#

(f) A number of periodicals are published to keep Ministry of Defence staff
informed t

(9) At the end of 1982,  the fundamental information project was initiated.
Conscripts and volunteers In the armed forces are told about Netherlande security
WliCY I the orialne  of NATO an.l the Warsaw Pact, East-West relation8 and, in
par tlcular  , the importance of arms-control diecuseion8f

(h) One of the ways in which information is supplied direct to the
Netherlands public is by means of a pool of speakers: officers in the armed force8
vieit secondary schools to tell young people about national and allied defence and
the main lines of defence poiicy. Off icere belongina to the pool aleo attend many
meetinqe of youth and students’ organisations and of denominational and other
9 roupe f

(I) Brochures are ieeued to provide general information to the public8

Cj) “Open dayen are held by the armed forces every year, at which the many
vieitore  can familiarize themeelvee with the armed forces and the latter can Inform
the public about what they do.

5. The Netherlands is In full agreement with the ideas underlying resolution
40/94 K and has already been supplying information about defence matters for a ions
t ime in a variety  of  ways) i t  wil l  continue to seek to  improve the information i t
p r o v i d e s ,  which  i s  a8 o b j e c t i v e  aa poeeible.

NORWAY

[Or iqinalr English ]

18 May 19861

1. Norway has traditionally strongly supported the idea that a free flow of
information bet*reen  nations is an important contribotion  to the maintenance of a
stable and peaceful  international  s ituation. It  is  our f irm bel ief  that  lack of
open and objective information can but lead to misunderstandings and increased
tens ion.
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2 . T h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  o b j e c t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s  i s  o b v i o u s l y  o f
p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n . A  larqer  deqr e e  o f  o p e n n e s s  ir! t h i s
f ie ld  would in  our v iew serve  as  an important  conf idence-bui ldinq measure  which
c o u l d  i n  t h e  lonqer p e r s p e c t i v e  p r o v e  s i q n i f i c a n t  b y  facilitatinq f u t u r e
disarmament  ef forts .

3 . In p u r s u a n c e  o f  this q e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e , Norway has urdertaken a number of
measures  01 the  nat ional , regional  a n d  q l o b a l  levela  desiqned  t o  diBSeminat@
In format ion on mi l i tary  matters ,

4 . N a t i o n a l l y , Norweqian authorit;os annual ly  make public  a  w&de ranqe oE
information perta in inq both  to  mil i tary  budqetary  matters  and to  quest ions  of
m i l i t a r y  p o l i c y . Thus, the  annual  nat ional  budqet  q ives  a  publ ic  presentat ion of
mil i tary procurement  and defence  prior i t ies  rnd provides  an extensive  array  o f
s tat i s t ica l .  background mater ia l . Norweqian  aUt'60ritieS  also make a  considerable
ef fort  to  present  factual  information on al l  auest ions of  importance to  Norway’s
defence pal i cy . I n  o r d e r  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,
t r a n s l a t i o n s  a r e  m a d e  i n t o  a  n u m b e r  o f  foreiqn lanquaqes.

5. Oil tht? reqional  l e v e l , Norway  h a s  s i n c e  t h e  o u t s e t  qiven a c t i v e  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e
p r o c e s s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  S e c u r i t y  a n d  C o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  E u r o p e .  In
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t,he F i n a l  A c t  o f  the H e l s i n k i  C o n f e r e n c e , Norway closely observes
i t s  c o m m i t m e n t s  t o  g i v e  a d v a n c e  ntice o f  m i l i t a r y  e x e r c i s e s  a n d  t o  i n v i t e
observers. Norway, toqether with ne* a l l i e s ,  c o n t i n u e s  t o  m a k e  e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o
brinq the  Conference  on Confiden L-,- and Sour ity-buildinq MeASUteB  and Disarmament
in F:l;tope t o  a  successful c o n c l u s i o n . A positive  outcome of  this  Conference
pr.imarily  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  IIYW c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g  m e a s u r e s  will,
III o u r  v i e w , siqnal  a  s i q n i f i c a n t  s t e p  f o r w a r d  i n  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  c r e a t e  a  larqer
dl:-gree of  openness in  mil i tary matters .

6 . O n  t h e  q l o b a l  l e v e l , Norway  has consis tent ly  supported  the  efforts  undertaken
+lithin t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  establishinq  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  uystem f o r
standardized  r e p o r t i n n  o f  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s . Norway, b y  respondinq t o  Gmneral
ASSembly  r e s o l u t i o n  40/91  0, has a lso  th is  year  completed a report  to  the  United
N a t i o n s  o n  Norw&Lan m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s . The Uni ted  Nat ions repor t inq  system ie
of  qraat importance i f  we  are  to  be able  to  compare in  a  meaninqful  way the
m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s  o f  n a t i o n s  b e l o n q i n q  t o  d i f f e r e n t  qeoqraphic  ceqions  and
h a v i n q  d i f f e r e n t  budaetinq a n d  accountinq s y s t e m s .

7. Tn o u r  v i e w , efForLs should be made to  encouraqe  Member  States  to  observe
qreater  o p e n n e s s  i n  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r 3  o n  a l l  l e v e l s . I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  i t  w o u l d  b e
o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  o b t a i n  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n q  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r
c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n q  m e a s u r e s  a l s o  a t  t h e  q l o b a l  l e v e l . P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d
Nat ions  report ing  System  by countries  from al l  qroups of  nat ions  would be  a
oiqnificant contribution  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .

/ . . .
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SWEDEN

[Originals  Engl ishl

IlC May 19861

1 . A A  i s  rrot.c>d i n  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  r e s o l u t i o n  40/94 K ,  m i s p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e
m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l  ities a n d  t h e  intantionc  o f  p o t e n t i a l  aAversarif>s,  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e
CausMI, irrt.pr aliame-----) hy a  l.ack o f  o b j e c t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o u l d  i n d u c e  S t a t e s  t o
undertake armaments programmes leadinq to the acceleration of the arms racer i.n
p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  n u c l e a r - a r m s  r a c e , a n d  tq heiqhtcned i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e n s i o n s .

3-. The Government  of  Sweden shares  the  convict ion that ,  as expressed  in  this
r e s o l u t i o n , a  hctter t l o w  o f  o b j e c t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l i t i e s  c o u l d
h e l p  r e l i e v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e n s i o n  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  buildiirq  o f  c o n f i d e n c e
among St.ates  on a g lobal , r e g i o n a l  o r  s u b r e g i o n a l  l e v e l  a n d  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of
concrete disarmament agreement.s.

3 . However, i t  is i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  h e  v i e w e d  i n  a  b r o a d
p e r s p e c t i v e . The benef i ts  f rom a  better  f low of  in format ion must  be  assessed  on
t h e  basis o f  i t s  a c t u a l  r o l e  i n  interackion  w i t h  o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  f a c t o r s .
Information is  not  an independent  agent  behind political processes ,  but  a  product :
of  them. I n  i t s e l f , information,  however  scrupulous  i t  may be,  does not
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  solve  all p o l i t i c a l  p r o b l e m s .

4 . Furthermore, it is n o t  o n l y  m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l i t i e s  t h a t  are unevenl.y
distr ibuted amonq nations. The same holds good for ;-tic >a1 means to  obta in
o b j e c t i v e  illformation  a b o u t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  capabiliciea  o f  o t h e r  n a t i o n s . It jR
t h e r e f o r e  m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  u r g e s  a l l  S t a t e s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r
n u c l e a r - w e a p o n  Stators,  a n d  o t h e r  m i l i t a r i l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  S t a t e s ,  t o  c o n s i d e r
implementing addit ional  measures , w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f
o b j e c t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o b j  active  a s s e s s m e n t  o f ,  m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l i t i e s .

5. Yet, Sweden maintains  I ts  readiness  to  make al.ailehle information on Swedish
m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s i n  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  the intetnational.  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f ,  a n d  t h e
exchange of  information on, m i l i t a r y  a n d  o t h e r  d e f e n c e  e f f o r t s  w o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o
treater confideke  a m o n g  S t a t e s  a n d  wou!.~.j  he lp  t o  facilitate  f u t u r e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  o n
suhstantiv9  disarmament agreements. The Swedish Government has consistently
suppt>t-  ted vat ious prcJpc\..  :. i I’ a n d  a c t i v e l y  t a k e n  p a r t  i n  e f f o r t s  a i m e d  a t  i m p r o v i n q
t h e  infc>rmation avai.lablc! i  ;1 t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y .

6 . One such effort  wa6 the elal-oration  and subsequent  adopt ion by the  United
N a t i o n s  o f  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  standardized  r e p o r t i n g  o f  m i l i t a r y
expenditures ,  which is now being used by an increas ing number  of  Mc%,)er  States with
cf ifferent  econ0mi.c systems a n d  a t  v e r y  Aifferen’t  l e v e l s  o f  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .
T h e  S w e d i s h  Goverr,ment.  is. p l e a s e d  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h i s  s y s t e m  i s  b e i n g  mainta ined  and
can only hope that more and morz States wi1.1 d e c i d e  t o  participat.e  i n  t h i s
report ing .

/ . . .
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7. U p o n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  repottinq ayetem  i n  1 9 8 0 ,  t w o  aucceasive  United
Nat ions qroupe of  exper ts  have  studied  the  problems of  internat ional  and
i n t e r t e m p o r a l  compsrironr  of  m i l i t a r y  a x p e n d i t u r e e  a n d  t h e  m o d a l i t i e s  o f
constructing  appropriate iRatrumente  for such compat ieone. Throuqh the voluntary
co-operat ion of soveral  Member States , a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r  h a e
b e c o m e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  course o f  t h e s e  atudieA.

8, A r e l a t e d  e f f o r t  t o  c o l l e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  e c o n o m i c  and other  reecurcee
devoted to military purporea  was made by the Group of Governmental Experts on the
Relationship between Disarmament and Development. A t  t h e  Group’s  r e q u e s t  aome
Member S t a t e s ,  includinq S w e d e n , eubmitted d a t a  o n  number8 a n d  kind6 o f  m i l i t a r y
and c i v i l i a n  perronncl e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  eectore a n d  a n  d i f f e r e n t
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  capacitiee  o f  t h e i r  d e f e n c e  induetrlss.

9. fn 1982,  the General Aneembly recommended a iuller end more eystematic
compilation and dlesemlnat~on by Governments of data on the military use of human
a n d  m a t e r i a l  reeourcee  a n d  m i l i t a r y  tramfore. Aleo, member Government8 were urqed
t o  f o l l o w  u p  t h e  U n i t e d  Nation8 e x p e r t  s t u d y  o n  t h e  relationehip  betbeen
disarmament  and development  (A/36 /356,  annex)  with studies in  their  own countriee.

10. The Swedish Government commiI5sioned a atudy of the implicatione for Sweden,
wi th in  the  f r a m e  o f  u n c h a n g e d  s e c u r i t y - p o l i c y  g o a l s  a n d  o n  t h e  basfe  o f  a n  aeeumd
future internat ional  diearmament proceaa, o f  r educinq d e f e n c e  spendinq and
convertinq  m i l i t a r y  r e s o u r c e s  t o  constructive c i v i l i a n  u8e. Th@ first r e p o r t  o n
this  Swedish s tudy was  rubmitted to the  Government  in  1984,  the second in  1985 .
T h e  descriptive  a n d  a n a l y t i c a l  parts o f  t h e  t w o  r e p o r t s ,  b o t h  e n t i t l e d  “In Pursuit
of Diearmaments Converrion  from Mili tary  to  Civi l  Prod,)ction  in  Sweden”,  have been
tranffmitted  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  Natione. I n  S w e d e n ’ s  judq>ment,  i t  w o u l d  b e  moat
valuable if other Member States were to implement the 1982 General Aaaembly
recommendation@ i n  this reqard.

11. W h i l e ,  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n q , t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  ie
clearly p a r a m o u n t ,  i t  miqht br, added  t h a t  accem t o  o b j e c t i v e  m i l i t a r y  informaticbn
has a l s o  a n  i m p o r t a n t  national dimens ion .

12. The Government  of  Sweden believe@ that  the  tradi t ional ly  broad and etronq
popular  support for ita p o l i c y  o f  n a t i o n a l  eecurity and  for  an  ac t ive  ant: w ide
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  d e f e n c e  e f f o r t  ie etrenqthened  b y , a n d  c o u l d  n o t  i n  t h e  long
run be suetained without , an  open defence  dehate  baeed on ample  and accesRihle
informat  fan. A u t h o r i t a t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is t h e r e f o r e  continuouely r e l e a s e d . 5 he
Government’e  annual  bi l l  to  Parl iament  on Sweden’8  nat ional  defence io an important
Sr)urce o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  ae ala0  are  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  proceedinqs  a n d  t h e  report8  o f
Ru<:ceesive  par l iamentary  defence  committeea. Other examples are the Supreme
c;crmmnnder  ‘8 lonq-term and medium-tern plans, which conta in  eubatantive  information
o n  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u e  a n d  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  a r m e d  f o r c e s ,  a n d  s i m i l a r
plans p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  c i v i l i a n  d e f e n c e  a u t h o r i t i e s . Thie qener al openness in
mj.].itary  and other  defence  matters , w h i c h  i s  a  c o r o l l a r y  o f  the d e m o c r a t i c
p o l i t i c a l  flystem, i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  e n t i r e l y  compatf  b l e  w i t h  Swcdcn’s n a t i o n a l
tnterests.

/ . . .
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13. Yinelly, i n  t h o  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  Swedieh Government,  a  b e t t e r  f!lOw o f
Informat ion on mil i tary cnpabilitiee need6 to  be accompanied  by  a  broad
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  dialwue a b o u t  perception8  o f  such capabilitiee.  S u o h  8 BialOque InaY
ho conducted a t  the qlobal, rroional o r  any athor l e v e l .

14. W i t h  a  v i o w  t o  Pucilitatinq euch a n  irternational dialque, a n d  COnaiderin~Y
the United Nation0 Co be  tno appropriate  torum for ite qlobel dimension,  Sweden
propoeed  and part ic ipated in  the  etudv UP concept8  of  eecurity  (A/40/553,  annex) -
T h e  Objwtive  o f  i n t e q r a t i n q  t h e  nod for a n  i m p r o v e d  f l o w  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  a
Aialoquo on perception0 of  mil i tary capabi l i t ies  and p lane waB aleo at the
fOrt3frOnt  o f  Pweden’o p r o p o e a l  f o r  a  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  etudy  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  uau o f
rooearch a n d  developmentj t h e  Swedieh G o v e r n m e n t  m a d e ,  o n  ito o w n  i n i t i a t i v e ,  Q
considerable  amount.  .of information avai lable  for  thie utudy. T h o  same a p p l i e s  t o
Sweden’@  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  euccoeeivo U n i t e d  Nation6 etudieo  o f  m i l i t a r y  budqete.

15. I n  ti reqional  peropectivo, the  Conference  on Securi ty  and Co-operat ion in
Europe hae eet in motion neqotiet  ione ,  c u r r e n t l y  beinq c o n d u c t e d  a t  S t o c k h o l m ,  on
confidence- a n d  eecurity-buildinq meaauree  in  E u r o p e . A coneiderable  number of the
meaauree u n d e r  noqotiotion  r e l a t e  t o  incrossed o p o n n e e e  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  f i e l d .
S w e d e n  ie otr,ivinq  f o r  a n  aureemerlt leadinq  t o  t h e  qreateet  poesible opennaeo a n d
p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  i n  m i l i t a r y  mattore. The proponole tabled by Sweden, toqothor  with
t h e  o t h e r  neutrel o n d  n o n - a l i g n e d  countriee porticipatinq i n  t h o s e  noqotiatiana,
emphoeizo  such openness.

16. I t  ehould  b e  otreeoed, howevcx, t h a t  qreater  openneeo m u e t  n o t  b o  ueed a8 a
justification f o r  incroaeti  m i l i t a r y  activitieo. T h i e  ie an eeesntial p r i n c i p l e
fur S w e d e n  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  n e u t r a l  a n d  n o n - a l i q n e d  S t a t e s  p a r t i c l p a t i n q  in  the
S t o c k h o l m  neqotiationa  on r e q i o n a l  moaauree. T h e  p r i n c i p l e  is e q u a l l y  v a l i d  a t  the
g l o b a l ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r ,  l e v e l .

IJNITEB  KINGOOM  OY GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

[Zs A p r i l  19f361

1 . Ae piart o f  the  natura l  contr ibut ion by a democrat ic  Government  to  a free  and
open debate on defence ia~uun, the  United Kingdom has  conoietently inrplomonted il
wide  var ie ty  of measure8 whoeo a ims are  to  contr ibute  to  the  maximum yractieablo
l e v e l  o f  openneee i n  m i l i t a r y  matter8 i n  q e n e r a l . In common with ite Western
partnera,  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n q d o m  altoady  providee  exteneiva  o b j e c t i v e  a n d  p u b l i c l y
a v a i l a b l e  Inf’Xmstion  o n  ita o w n  m i l i t a r y  capabilitioo.

2. Ae requeeted  in General  Aseembly reeolution  4’ ‘91  B, the United Kinqdom has
aqair* t h i e  y e a r  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  e t a n d a r d i z e d  interm, tonal  reportinq  inetrument,
desiqned  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  m i l i t a r y  expendituree  i n  a  r@edllv
comparable form. T h e  U n i t e d  Kinqdom  hau r e p e a t e d l y  etreeeeJ t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  i t
a t t a c h e e  t o  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  thQ r e p o r t i n q  inetrument  b y  a  repreB@ntatiVe  salnplV
o f  S t a t e s , a n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  b y  t h e  m a j o r  m i l i t a r y  P o w e r s ,  f r o m  di f f eren t  r~~iont:
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a n d  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  b u d q e t i n q  a n d  nccountinq  eyeterns,  aa a contrihut,ion  t o
conf i d e n c e - b u i l d i n q  amonq Statee. The United Kinqdom believea  that maximum henef it
c a n n o t  be o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h i n  evcrcitie  i n  t h e  absence o f  a  ,.roce forthcominq a t t i t u d e
o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  c e n t r a l l y  p l a n n e d  e c o n o m i e s . More informot ion from
t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  c o u l d  h e l p  b a l a n c e  t h e  reprenerrtative s a m p l e  o f  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h
f ree-market  economies  which have a lready completed the  matrix .

3 . The United Kinqdom provltles  extens ive  information on itA mil i tary cppabilitias
in the form of  a  Whi te  Paper preuented a n n u a l l y  t o  P a r l i a m e n t ,  w h i c h  contninn a
Statement on the Defence Est.imat.ea. Thie comprehensive statement covers every
f a c e t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  Kinqdom’e d e f e n c e  posture  a n d  i t  p r o v i d e s  f a c t u a l  backqround  t o
Brit i sh  defence  acr.ivitiee  and the  Government ’s  th ink inq on defence and cm the
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i c thich  Briti?r>  d e f e n c e s  a r e  deeiqnetl t o  f a c e . A .JubAtant iA1
p a r t  o f  t h e  W h i t e  P a p t . .  o n  British d e f e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  d e v o t e d  t o  HtatlHtical
ana ly s i s  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  B r i t i s h  forcea. Ttic inform.qtlon
c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  Statfbment  is r e a d i l y  avoilahlb  t o  t h e  qeneral  p u b l i c  i n  t h e  lorm
o f  a  Mvernment  publi(:ation.

4 . The United Kinqdom also scrupulously observe6  it8 commitments under the
flelminki A c t , in accordance with which the United Kinqdom hao given advance
n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  e x e r c i s e s  and h a s  alao i n v i t e d  o b s e r v e r 8  r e p r e e e n t i n q  all parties
t o  t h e  A c t .

5 . I t  ia a m a t t e r  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  and urqency, i f  a  l e v e l  o f  confirlance  i~ t o  b e
eatobliohed  which can load to  the  conclus ion of  worthwhi le  aqreemento on A  wide
v a r i e t y  o f  d e f e n c e  issues,  t h a t  o t h e r  S t a t e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t
eocial  and economic systems, take  s teps  to  provide  similar types  and amounts  of
f a c t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  a c t f v i t i e a .

6 . F i n a l l y , the United Kinqdom believes that once the General Assembly has
r e c e i v e d  tna r e p o r t  o f  the Secret.ary-General  o n  t h e  implementa t ion  o f  renolution
40/94  K considerat ion should  he qiven to  how the  [Jnited Nat’ont!! miqht  pursue th is
s u b j e c t  f u r t h e r .

[oriqinalr  Kncjlishl

1’13 M a y  l‘IH(,)

1 . The IJnited  St.ateR h a e  b e e n  A  con8istcnt a n d  e t r o n q  s u p p o r t e r  o f  thr?  objcct:ive
o f ’  qrcat.er  opennnf3s  i n  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s . I n  t h e  f i r m  b e l i e f  thilt t r a n s p a r e n c y  in
s u c h  matters  enhnnceR m u t u a l  t r u s t  a n d  t h u n  r e d u c e s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  tengiona,  w h e r e a s
eecrecy  breed0  m i s t r u s t .  a n d  suepicion, t h e  IJnited States v o t e d  i n  f a v o u r  o f  (;onc*ra]
Aeeemh1.y r eeolu t ion 40/94 K. E a r l i e r , in  1982 ,  the  Uni ted  Staten h,jd sponsored
G e n e r a l  AERsmhly  refsolution  37/100  J, which wae  adopted without  a  vote a n d  In whit-h
t h e  Assembly  urqed M e m b e r  State8  t o  facilit-ate  t h e  F l o w  o f  a broad  range  o f
informatic,n  o n  disormhment  matterti, both qovernmental and non-qovernmental,  Lo and
annrrq  their c i t i z e n s , and to carry out the World Diearmament Campaiqn in :lli

j.  . .
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reqionn ol: the world i n  0 b a l a n c e d , f a c t u a l  on8 o b j e c t i v e  m a n n e r . The followin
year, t h o  United  Statoe auppnrted  G e n e r a l  Aeoembly  rasolut,ion 38/188  C ,  i n  w h i c h
the  Aeeembly cal led on Member Statse  to  provide  object ive  information on military
capabilitiee. Pn a d d i t i o n ,  b o q i n n i n q  w i t h  Conoral  Anuombly r e e o l u t i o n  35/142 D o f
1 2  D e c e m b e r  1080, the U n i t e d  Stateo  hso c o n a i e t e n t l y  oupportod  a l l  rosolutione
callinq f o r  t h e  syotesatic  UHO b y  a l l  S t a t e s  o f  t h e  atandardized  international
i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  roportirrq  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  v e r i f i a b l e  a n d  e q u i t a b l e  r e d u c t i o n 8  o f
m i l i t a r y  budgeta. T h o  U n i t e d  S t a t o o  a n n u a l l y  reporta  ito m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e 8  i n
etandardizcd  form to  tho  Secretary-General .

2 . T h e  U n i t e d  Ytateo  being a country w i t h  a conetitutionally p r o s c r i b e d
d e m o c r a t i c  f o r m  o f  qavernment i n  w h i c h  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h r o u q h  t h e i r  f r e e l y  e l e c t e d
ropteeentativoe  and loadera, u l t i m a t e l y  d e t e r m i n e  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y ,  t h e  U n i t e d
States  Government  mokoe  avai lable  object ive  information tha t  is broad and deep in
ecopo  o n  ite military o e t a b l i e h m e n t  a n d  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r 8  in  qeneral, Such
i n f o r m a t i o n  io mado a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  q o n o r a l  p u b l i c  a n d  oepecially  t o  t h e  U n i t e d
Btatee  ConqrQaa,  w h i c h  onacte le9ielatiorb eetabliohinq  t h e  armad  force8 o f  t h e
United Statee  and onablinq thorn to  oporato . Amonq  the more prominent annual
r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  Conqrosu  a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

(a) Office o f  t h e  Scwrotary  o f  IIot’aneer tho Annual Report to the Conqreee
f rom the S e c r e t a r y  o f  DefunHel

( b )  Orqaniaution o f  t h o  J o i n t  Chief@ o f  Strlff: U n i t o d  Stotoe  M i l i t a r y
Poeturot

(cl Uni tad Ntntsn A t - m y t the P o s t u r e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  Statee Armyr the  Army
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(0) U n i t e d  Stotoa  A i r  Force; t h o  Unit& State8  A i r  F o r c e  Xeport  t o  Conqroeef
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3 . The v o l u m e  o f  m i l i t a r y  informatiot~,  b o t h  a d  hoc a n d  r e c u r r e n t ,  t h a t  is m a d e
p u b l i c  far oxcaadu that c o n t a i n e d  i n  theoe reports. The Conqreee  in  part icular
requiree  a n d  obteine much  i n f o r m a t i o n  Ln v a r i o u e  ways. For example , a n n u a l l y  (on
t h e  overage over  t h o  l a s t  d e c o d e ) , 79 committees and oubcommitteoo of tho Conqrese
h o l d  4 5 6  hearinqe  a t  w h i c h  t h o  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D o f e n n o  p e r a o n a l l y  teetifiee 1 9  time8
a n d  1 , 5 0 0  o t h e r  DopnrtnrGnt o f  Dofenee o f f i c i a l a  a l s o  t e s t i f y . Over  100 ,000  wri t ten
inquiriee  are  mado annual ly  by  the  Conqreee. The annw 1 Depar tmont of Defence
b u d q e t  requwt  ia Bupportcd  b v  o v e r  2 0 , 0 0 0  pages o f  bLJdq@t  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  booke,  o n
t h e  averaqo.
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4. Tn addit ion to  th is  provlaion  of  information by Conqreaaional  request ,  much of
w h i c h  i s  p u b l i s h e d  a n d  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c , the  Depar tment  of  Defenso r~ularly
report8  to  the  Conqrerr  on a wide  var ie ty  of  subject8  and a lso  publishee many other
r e p o r t s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f o r  t h o  C o n q r e s s . These repor  te number in the
thoueandr, aa may be seen in  cataloquerr  and biblioqraphiee  prepared by the
Superintendent of Documenta and the Controller General, 8s wel l  ae  the  Depar tment
of Def enae. The information issued by the  United State8 Government  ie qenerally
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  analy8te  a n d  authora, w h o  in  t u r n  p r o d u c e  r e f e r e n c e  worke t h a t  help
to  make the  information readi ly  avai lable  to the  qeneral public .

5. T h e  U n i t e d  Stater, i n  aupportinq t h e  G e n e r a l  Aseembly’e c a l l  far qreaier
openness and tran8parency  on mil i tary matters  on.the part  of  Member Statea,  does
n o t  p u t  i t s e l f  f o r w a r d  aa a  m o d e l  f o r  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  t o  followt  t!le U n i t e d  Staten
p r a c t i c e  hae e v o l v e d  o u t  o f  A m e r i c a n  hirtory a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h i c h  d i f f e r  f r o m
those  of  other  countr ies . However, t h e  U n i t e d  Sta;ee e x p e r i e n c e  c a n  Bcrve t o
i l l u s t r a t e  t h a t  extensive  m i l i t a r y  o p e n n e e s  i s  n o t  harmfu l  to  security  a n d  i n d e e d
la essent ia l  to  enable  an informed populace in  a  democrat ic  aystem of  qovernment  to
make wise  dec is ions ,  and to  make c lear , for  the  benef i t  of  Governments  and peoples
oE o t h e r  countries, t h e  p e a c e f u l  objective8  underlyilq  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m i l i t a r y
a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  proqrammee.


