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The meeting was callasd to order at 3,25 p.m.

AGERDA ITEM 3% {continued)
COMMEMORATION OF THE FORTIRTH AMNIVERSARY OF THE UHITED MATIONS
The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): This afterncon the Assembly
will first hear a statement by the President of the Isiamic Republic of Fakistan,

HBis Bxcellency General Kohammad Zia-ul-Haq.

Ganeral Mohammad Zia-ul-Eag, President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan,

was gscorted to the roatfum.

President ZIA-UL~HAQ: In the words of the Holy Xoran:
"But help ye one another unto righteousness and piocus duty, help not one
another unto sin and transgression, but keep your duty to Allah®. (The Holy

Koran, V/2)

"Make paace between them justly, and act equitably. Lo! Allah loveth the

equitable®, (The Holy Koran, XLIX/9)

It is a privilege and honour for me to represent the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan at the fortieth anniversary celebrations of the United Hations. My
presence here symboelizes Pakistan's commitment to the purposes and principles of
the Charter of the United Wations, which was tirst affirmed by the founder of our
nation, the Supreme Leader Mohammad Ali Jinnah, in 1948. Before I quote froa his
words, I should like to say that my speech revolves around the thoughts fram The
Holy Koran that I have just recited. 1 also agsure you, My, President, that I
shall take no more than the time allotted ma.

Mohammad Ali Jinnah said:

"The war-weary humanity is watching with fear and hope the evolution of
the United Nations Organization, for on its ability to deal successfully with
the causes of war and threats to world peace will depend the salvation of

mankind and the future of civilization, Pakistan, which has been recently
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" (Presidant gim-ni-Hae )
‘admitted to the United Nations Organization, will do evexgthing in its pover
' to strengthen the Organization and help it in the achievement of the ideals

which have been set as its goal.”
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(President Zia-ul-Haq)

The distinguished gathering assewbled here to celebrate the fortieth
anniversary of the United Nations will fulfil a great purpose if this auspicious
occasion leads to the reinforcement of international co-operation and generates a
new orientation towards collective action in pursuit of the goals of universal
peace with justice, disarmament with security and development with eguity.

The United Nations has emerged as the authentic voice of humanity's
conscience. Whenever and wherever it has had a chance; it has proclaimed what is
right and just.

In our region it upheld the right of self-determination for the people of
Jamwu and Hashmir. Although this question has been a divisive issue, Pakistan and
India have been able, in pursuit of their common interest in the peace and
stability of our region, to move forward, as in the Simla Agreement, towards a
better relationship without prejudice to their known position on this issue.

In the Middle East it has asked for Israeli withdrawal from all the Arab
territories occupied since 1967 and recognition of the national rights of the

Palestinian people.

In southern Africa it has demanded the liquidation of apartheid and

colonialism.

In Afghanistan it has called for the withdrawal of the foreign forces,
restoration of the country's independence and non-aligned status, exercise of the
tight of self-determination and the return of refugees. Only an end to this
foreign military intervention can restore freedom to the Afghan people and bring
galvation to the millions who have been forced to flee their homeland. Pakistan
cannot remain unconcerned over the tragedy of the Afghan people, which are linked
to us by indestructible bonds of common geography and history and a glorious

Bpiritual and cultural heritage rooted in rich traditions nurtured and strengthened

over many centuries.
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(President zia-ul-Hag)
It is regrettable that ths United Hations is unable to implement the consensus

of its general membership., We must evolve a mechanism f£or collective action so
that the United Nations may overcome this crippling disability. If peace is
indivisible, armed aggression anywhere should evoke an effective response
consistent with the provisions on collective security contsined in the Charter.

The .vision of a world free from conflict was vivid in the minds of a
generation reacting to the devaatatfon caused by two successive world wars, The
dawn of the nuclear age has transformed this vision into a fundamental requirement,
since the spectre of nuclear holocaust leaves no alternative to peace. If mankind
is to survive, the nuclear arms race must be halted. The use and possession of
nuclear weapons should be universally outlsawed.

Nuclear proliferation has so far been dealt with in a global context or within
the framework of the special interests of the two super-Powers., I believe that at
the present stage a major impetus to proliferation emanates from regional
perspectives. I suggest that the United Nations should examine the regional
perspectives on nuclear non-proliferation with a view to devising effective and
equitable means to prevent the spread of nuclear arms.

I take this opportunity to reaffirm Pakistan's policy of developing nuclear
energy for peaceful purposes only and its irrevocable commitment not to acquire
nuclear weapons or nuclear explosive devices. Pakistan has neither the capability
nor the desire to develop nuclear weapons. As an earnest of our sincerity of
purpose, we have made several equitable and non-discriminatory proposals by which
Pakistan and India could reassure each other and the world about their respective
nuclear intentions and programmes. From this rostrum I wish to reiterate these
proposals: £irst, simultanecus accession by Indiaz and Pakistan to the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons; secondly, simultaneous acceptance by both

countries of full~scope international International Atomic EBnergy Agency safeguards;
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(Pregident 2iz~u)-Haa)

thicdly, mutual inspection of each othes's nuclear facilities; fourthly, a Joint
declaration renouncing the acquisition or davelopment of nuclear weaponss and,
finally, the establishment of a nucleat-weapén—tree gone in South Reis, an
objective repeatedly endorsed by this Asgembly.

Pakistan is prepared to enter into an§ agreenent or arrangesent with India on
the basis of sovereignty and reciprocity to keep our area free of nuclear weapons.
We would welcome any ideas, participate in any concultations, attend any
conference, in order to achieve this objective,

In their relations South Asian States must not remain prisoners of the past.
With hopeful visions of the future, Pakistan earnestly desires to accelerate the
positive trends in South Asia. The countries of thia region have made encouraging
progress in promoting mutual co-operation in a varlety of important fields. My
Government would favour the consideration of a meeting on peaceful nuclear
development among the countries of South Asia.

It is our earnest hope that the first summit conference of South Asian
countries, to be held in Dacca, Bangladesh, in December 1985, will open up new
avenues of constructive co-operation, thus strengthening peace and security in the
region,

If economic deprivation, hunger and disease are unacceptable anywhere, they
must be abolished everywhere. We can all agree that the restoration of stable and
sustained glcbal economic growth requires simultaneous action to increase

concessional assistance, build food security, resolve the debt burden, eliminate

trade barriers, promote monetary stability and enhance scientific and technological

co-operation.

The unparalleled opportunities and awesome challenges of our time call for a
collective response. We live in an interdependent world &and co-operation among

nations is indispensable for its survival, for its peace and for its develorment.
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For the past 40 years the United Nations has symbolized the hope that man §s8
capable of freeing hiwmself from the scourge of war, hunger and diseage. It is only
through this world Organization that we can achieve universal peace and global

prosperity. It is only by sustaining the vision of our Charter that we can save

mankind and preserve human civilization.
May Allah guide us in this great endeavour and bless our efforts,

General Mohammad Zia-ul-Hag, President of the Tslamic Republic of Pakistan,

was escorted from the rostrum,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The Assembly will now hear

a statement by the President of the Portuguese Republic, His Excellency General

Antonio Ramalho Eanes.

Mr, Antonio Ramalho Eanes, President of the Portuguese Republic, was escorted

to the rostrum.

President RAMALHQ EANES (spoke in Portuguese; English text furnished by

the delegation): Forty years will have elapsed the day after tomorzow since the
day when an international instrument - which the realities of our time prove to be
one of the more fruitful and one of the most important in history - enshrined the
three main objectives and underlying principles of this Organization: the
safequarding of international peace and security, the promotion of co-cperation
among States in the search for a solution to economic and social problems, and full
respect for human rights without any discrimination based on sex, ethnic origin or
religion.

Undoubtedly, those principles and objectives echoed the anxieties and concerns

prevalent at the time they were drafted, al a moment when, over the sufferings and

rubble of the aftermath of war and in view of the urgent and pressing need for
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(President Ramalho Eanes)
a general reconstruction, the sesrch began for a new ethic and a renewed discipline
in international relations. It is equally tiue that those principles have clearly
retained their full force and, further still, their intrinsic value,

In point of fect, while due to its internsl dynomics it has achieved autonomy
through actions and projects that at times go beyond the primsry intentions of its
founders, and in spite of unprecedented technologicsl developments, the Unjited
Nations can justly claim credit for the bssic structural changes brought about in
the international community during these yeesrs.

Despite all that, whep 28sessing the Organization's achlievements some people
blame it for not having reached the goals it had set forth. They refer to its
inadequate action in the framework of an effective regulation of relations among
States and in the field of the establishment and definition of essential principles
for the realization of vast and just socisl and humanitarian aspirations. Such
criticisr probably overlooks the fact that the United Nations, by its mere
existence, i8 an essential instrument in the co-ordinstion of the collective effort
made to overcome gituations liable to trigger conflicts latent among States -
perhsps because its action has been more igportent in the pragmatic prevention of
such conflicts than in their spectacular settlement once they had broken out. They
also forget, at times, the countless important chsnges brought about in the
international community by the United Natione. Thanks to those transformetions, it
is possible today for 159 States of different cultures, different traditions, and
even different political systems to get together in this forum to analyse and
debate the more serious problems that beset us., We can thus listen to and be aware

of wishes and sspirations that otherwise would have heen left unspoken or totally

disregarded,
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(President Raxalho EBanes)

In fact, the United Nations has not only established an essential system for
conciliation in situations of crisis; it has also becowme a unique means of
formulating the very problems that derive from the growing interdependence of
Staces and which by theitr very nature can be solved only in the framework of
international co-operation.

There is no doubt that the concrete short-term aspects of questions of such
great importance as those related to disarmament, economic and social progress and
respect for human rights depend in part upon unilateral or regional decisians, or
at the technical level upon decisions of specialized entities, Nevettheless, we
must always keep in mind that no solution to these problems can be deemed
satisfactory or even acceptable if it runs counter to the universal aspirations
proclaimed by the United Nations, if it is contrary to them, or not in keeping with
the activities of this Organization.

I believe that these considerations which, moreover, have been borne out at
the international level are of relevance to all the mejor challenges of our time,
They are pertinent to questions arising from the need to resolve problems in a
fruitful and peaceful manner; they also concern problems related to technological
development, such as the exploration of outer space, the exploitation of sea-bed
resources, expansion of electronics and communications, Similarly, they play an
important role when matters of such decisive importance as apartheid and others

connected with the protection of human rights are considered at the national level,
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{Piesident Ramaiho Eanes)

Koreover, asuch principles will determine the guidelines to be followed when
taking a position concerning the antinomy of quantity versus the quality of life,
which has sericus implications for the praserveticn and improvement of the
environment, the ude of ccean resources and the eradication of the food crisin, A
dramatic and forceful example of such implications can be found in some countries
in Africa, a continent to which my nation remains closely linked by deep and
fraternal historical and cultural bonds.

In order to resch a solution to all these problems that I have just briefly
touched upon, the concerted action of a few Powers is no longer sufficient,
regardless of the resources they can or are willing to commit. Thy inadequacy or
inefficiency of such efforts, when not carried out in the framework of the
international community, is ciear and ocbvious in situations such as the flow of
refugees, the repression of terrorism or the elimination of the traffic in drugs.
And as tegardc the latter, we should bear in mind that, in proclaiming this year
the International Youth Year, we are also proclaiming our solidazity and
responsibility to meet the imperative need for effective safeguards for future
dgenerations, in order to protect them from such a scourge.

The fortieth anniversary of the signing of the Charter of the United Nations
is a particularly significant occasion for Portugal as it also corresponds to the
thirtieth anniversary of our membership in this Organization, It is not my
intention here to call attention to such an event. I wmention it simply becsuse
during this celebration I shall try to emphasize the parallel between the basic
aims of the United Nations and the principles that have guided the historical

evolution of the Portuguese nation.
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{President Ramalho Eanes)

Civen its size and geographical location betweon the ocean and the continent
Portugal has been particularly sensitive to the development of peaceful relations
among States. This is why the reinforcement of this Organization devoted to
international peace and security is an issue of the utmost interest to my country.

Horeover, as a Curopean nation, in an intermediate stage of development,
fortugal is decply involved in all processes aimed at ensuting that each pecpie
receives an equitable share in the benefits of progress. Thus, given our own
nature as a nation, we will participate intensively, effectively and constantly in
international co-operation for the solution of economic and social problems,
namely, those related to tha North-South relationship, which is another of the main
goals of this Organization.

In this context, we consider it most desirable that the objectives and
functions which, within the United Nations system, fall to the Economic and Social
Council, should be broadened and revitalized. Notwithstanding the important
activities carried out so far, it is vital that the Council should be provided with
the meane it requires to solve the problems arising out of the increasingly uneven
development of Member States.

Last, but not least, by virtue of the vocation that led us to embark centuries
ago on a tireless search for wider international contacts, Portugal hasg a
universaiist concept of relationships among men and nations., Prom it stems a
clogely related conzept, a guiding principle that has always animated my country -
a committed and uncompromising defence of anti-racism. Por this reason, any
attempt at discrimination based on ethnic prejudice is illegal and unacceptable.
Furthermore, the humanistic traits that characterize the cultural background of the

Portuguese people imply a strong commitment to the defence of human rights as an

esgential condition for the existence of societies.
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The deep aund close link between the Portuguese national conscience and the
major objectives of the Charter hsve led public opinion in my country to attach
special significance to the coincidence betwecen the celebration of the anniversary
of the United sations and the entry of Portugal into this Organization. All the
more 80 because around the same time we'were grantaed membership we were entrusted
with important international functions in the long, complex and so often dramatic
pzocess of decolonization, in which an important role-was played by decisions of
this General Assembly, as a reault of which the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples is
also being commemorated.

Teday, the Constitution of the Portuguese Republic, which specifically
stipulates respect for the right of peoples to self-determination, embodies the
responsibilities which are still incumbent upon my country in this domain, namely,
those concerning the destiny of the territory of Bast Timor, in full coapliance
with international law and the Charter of the United Nations.

Indeed, 30 years after its admission to this Organization, Portugal remains
bound by obligations that stem from the task then entrusted to it. We shall
continue to fulfil those obligations as an Administering Power for as long as the
United Nations decides to maintain and acknowledge Portugal in this capacity.

In the exercise of such internationally recognized functions, and within the
framework of the Charter, Portugal is fullvy committed to the defence of the zights
of the populations of the territories whogse interests it is responsible for
promoting. 1In fulfilling such a role, we shall pursue the main objective of
assuring equitable treatment to those peoples, with full respect for their

historical and cultural identity and their right to progress and development.
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(President Ramalho Eanes)

Therefore, until the international community and this Organization decide that
those populations are to exercise the right of self-determination - and until they
actyally exercide it -~ my country will act So as to guarantee that the right to
freedom, dignity and the identity of peoples shall not be reduced to were rhetoric
and tﬂat peace shall not become a negliglble issue in the light of the selfish
consideration of powerful but less relevant interests.

In this context, I wish to convey to the Secretary-General my sincere
appreciation, and that of my country, for the valuable, impartial and constant
support that, in such arduous circumstances, Portugal is receiving from him in the
fulfiiment of its functi~ns. Namely, we would like to express our appreciation for
the close attention he has paid to the development of the problem of Bast Timor
which - along with the international and historical responsibilities that Portugal
does not reject and will never reject - involves the credibility and prestige of
this Organization as well as the consistent acceptance of principles so

wholeheartedly upheld by the international community.
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At this most significant session of the General Assembly of the United Nations
to which I have referred, it is indead a great pleasure for me, Sir, to sce the
high office of the presidency occupied by such a distinguished representative of
the Ringdom of Spain, a countiy with which Portugal fraternally eshares the ideals

of democracy, equality and justice.

1 wish to take this opportunity to express sy appreciation of the efforts of
all those who, throughout all these years, have been serving this Organization,
making more tangible for us the objectives entrusted to it by ites Member Stotes.

I ewphasize once again, on this fortieth anniversary of the Charter of the
United Nations, that our country is fully committed to the ideals and objectives as
an expression of our unshakeable confidence in the future of international
co-operation as promoted by this Organization, in peace and in respect for the

sovereignty of nations and the dignity of every man.

General Antonio Ramalho fanes, President of the Portuguese Republic, was

escorted from the rostrum.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The next opeaker is the
prime Minister of Canada, His Excellency the Right Honourable Brian Mulreney.

Mr. Brian Mulroney, Prime Minister of Canada, wad escorted to the rostrum,

Mr. MULRONEY (Canada) (interpretation from French): 1 should like to

speak to the Assembly today about people and nations working together,
Aistory shows that the solitary pursuit of self-intereet outside the framework

of broader international co-operation is never the best means of safeguarding our

freedom, ensuring our security or improving our standard of living.
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(Mr. HMulroney, Canada)
It 18 true that we have not had & world war since 1945, but we have lived for

decades under the threat of an ultimate catastrophe which would unleash
immessurable forces of destruction. The same humsn genius which conquered outer
space has also wrenched from nature the secret of devastation. iIn our search to
oteaée we discovered the ability to annihilate. Anxiety has become a fact of daily
life. 1t can be seen in the arts, it permeates political activity, it alters
spcial structures, it shapes mentalities.

How can we help fesring our adversaries when they too are equipped with an
inventive &nd lively intelligence, when they too have mastered the destructive
power of the stom and, above all, when they are filled with the same fear that so
precccupies us ~ a fear exacerbated by the fact thst the strong must also be wary
of the anger of the weak? We have even gone so far as to institutionalize fear, to
the point where peace iteelf is based on a balance of terror.

Can we blume the United Nations for having been unable to put an end to the
vicious cycle of force and fear, injustice and violence? In my view we cannot
blame the United Nations for prcblems that have been caused essentially by
self-centred nationalisms and our own failures., We must not make the United Nations
a scapegoat when it is our inability to recognize and accept diversity in the
world, in time end in space that is to blame. We must not blame the United Nations
for wesknesses that result from its being a mere human creation. Wnile the United
Nstione may seem powerless in the face of the problems that confront it, it {s all
that we have,

The men and women who created this Organization in 1945 hungered for peace and
justice and were guided by high principle. They sought to create » global forum

whetre they could voice their hopes and fears, their dreams and regrets.
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In this Organization nations have the opportunity to bring reason to their
relations, to bresk the chain of violence, to defuse the lust for revenge, to voice
their needs, to affirm their dignity and, in the end, to realize the extent to
which they are members of the same species.

In the end, we must alwsys come back to humsnism, Humanism generates and
shapes international conscioueness, cultural development, economic development, and
respect for those values that form the basis of ouxr perception of the world.

The United Nations was crested by man and is thectefore fragile, For this
reason, I do not believe that it is completely appropriate to talk about
celebrating one particular anniversary of the Organization; rather, we must
celebrate its existence every dey, for it is threatened every day, and it must be
protected every day.

(Spoke_in EBnglish)

B8ince 1945, we have all recognized the threst presented by catastrophic
wespons of war. That threat goes beyond our individual concerns as peoples and
nations, It commands the ottention of all; it calls for urgent action by the
entire international community.

FPorty years ago the Charter cslled on the world "to save succeeding
generations from the scourge of war®., Today we struggle to save life from nuclear
apocalypse. We have some cause for hope, At thelr meeting next month in Geneva
President Reagan and Genersl Secretary Gorbachev may well set us on the road to a
eignificant reduction in the arsenals of both sides, To diminish the spectre of
snnihilacion, the super-Powers must reach for an agreement - but the responsibility

is not thelirs alone.
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(Mr, Mulroney, Censds)
" A1l of us, through international forums and treaties, have an important role

to play in arms reduction, We muat reinforce negotiations for verifieble
disarmaxent eccords on testing and wesponty, both conventicnsl and nuclear.
Indi\gidual;y and collectively, we must all do our part, because progeess is
possible. The recent successful review of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferstion of
Nusilest Weapons givaes credibility to that,

Canadisns recognize that there is no greater goal than peace, no more
compeliing duty, than the quest for peace. We shall not rest until our security
can be assured without tens of thousands of nuclear weapons. Above all, being no
different from anyone else, we shall not rest until we have wade the future secure

for our children.
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Porty years ago the peoples of the world were united in tha hope that human
rights could become subject to universal standards. Forty yests later some
countries apply these standards only in part, and a few - uadly - hardly at all.
In this respect, South Africa stends aloné.

Only one country has established colour as the hsllsark of systematic
inequality avd repression, Only South Africs determines the fundsmantal huamsn
rights of individuale and groups within its scoiety by this heinous method of
classification, This institutionalized contempt for justice and dignity desccrates
international standards of morslity and arouses univereal revulsion. That is why,
at our maeting in Nassau just concluded, Commonwealth leaders agreed on a coucse Of
com@on action against apartheid.

The crescendo of pressure is having an impact., Already the opposition of the
business community to apartheid is unprecedented. The combination of internal
dissant and external condemnation is obviously and clearly taking its toll on the
Government. The Mandelas, the Tutus, the Boesaks will one day prevail, because
prevail they must,

It i8 ocur hope - and it must surely be the hope of all - that bloodsheG and
violence will cease in the transition to a free and democratic society. It is our
hope - and it must surely be the hope of all - that the Republic of South Africa
will come to its senges before it is completely engulfed by the shock waves of
vioclence.

My Government has said to Canadians that if there are not fundamental changes
in gouth Africe we are prepsred to invoke total sanctione against that country and
its repressive régime. If there is no progress in the dismantling of apsrtheid,

Canada's relstions with South Africa may have to be severed absolutely.
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{(continued in Prench)

Cur purpose 16 not to punish or penalize, but to hasten pesceful chsnge. We
do not aim at conflict but at reconciliation - within South Africs and between
South Africs and its neighbours.

The way of dialogue starts with the repudiation of apartheid. It ends with
the full and equal participation of all South Africans in the governing of their
country, It leads towards pesce,

If it is not accepted, the coutse of sanctions will surely be further
pursued., Canada is ready, if there are no fundemental changes in South Africe, to
invoke total sanctions against thst country and its repressive régime. More than
that, if there is no progress in the dismantling of apartheid, relstions with South
Africo may have to be severed absolutely,

{spoke in Bnglish)

Forty years ago, emerging from the ruins of global conflict, the world was in
economic upheaval. Today, though we have made enormoue gains, hundreds of millions
are caught in desperate economic circumstances,

Over the last geveral weeke, from this rostrum, ﬂeadq of State, Heads of
Government and Foreign Ministers have eloquently described their circumstsences,
ranging from crippling burdene of debt and blighted prospects, on the cne hand, to
the menace of protectionism, on the other,

Canada is pressing, urgently, for a new round of multilateral trade
negotiations, We ate seeking to liberalize further our trading relationships with
our largest partner, the United States of America. We are working actively to
strengthen the capacity of international financial institutiona to ease the
paralysing burden of third-world debt and permit resumed growth., We are increasing

our aid.
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(Mr. Mulioney, Canade)

The international maobilization and delivery of aid show dramatically what
immense good can be done when Governments and citizens together recognize ciiges
and act with concerted determination aided by organizations such as the United
Nations and its various agencles, If, collectively, we have managed to save
millions of innocent people from starvation - snd we have - then surely in the same
spitit wve can improve our performance in easing the international economic
predicament that adversely affects so many Members of the United Nations,

Forty years ago there wag another blight upon this Earth that took an
incalculable toll of human life: remorseless epidemics of disease. Over the
intervening decades we have made huge strides in discovering cures and in combating
those digeases., Today we stand on the threshold of another dramatic breskthrough,

The United Nations Children's Fund and the World Health Organization have set
1990 as the tafget for world-wide, universal immunization. If the target is
reached, the lives of a8 many as S million infants and children will be saved every
year. There is a noble objective: 5 million infants and children saved by these
organizations every single yesr. We have eradiceted smallpox; thzough universal
imnmunization, we must now do the same with diphtheria, measles, polio, tetanus and
whooping cough,

Universal immunization is an astonishingly efficient health investment. At
the Commonwealth Conference just conciuded I confirmed Canada‘'s commitment to this
goal aid announced a significant increase in Canada‘s intetnational health care
efforts, Canasda will continue to collaborate with the United Nations Children's
Fund and the World Health Organization and with the United Nations as they
co-ordinate this inspiring campaign, Por us, the goal of mass immunization
exemplifies, in large measure, the very best of the United Nations and what the

United Nations is all about,
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Finally, recent avente compel me to address the scourges of international
terrorism. ©y and large, Canada had been spsred the ravages of terrorism. Todey
this is no longer the nase - we too have now experienced its pain.

No one nation alone can combat terrorisa; it demandas concerted international
acticn. We must exchange information, there must be nation-to-nation
understandings, and we must hsve effective and enforceable international
conventions, Those who murder and maim innocent people, those who seek to bring
anarchy to civilized society, can have no sanctuary, no comfort, no indulgence,
Canada joins with countries around the world in the search for o determined and
vffective response, We urge all States to support such practical measures as
counter~terrorist conventions and the International Civil Aviation Organization's
drive to strengthen the security of internationel air travel,

Canada esteems the United Nations, its record and its potential., Our
commitment to the principles of the Chaerter and to international co-operation is no
fashionable pose, For four decades, under successive Canadian Governments of
different political stripes, it has been & motive force of our foreign policy.
Time and sgain, on critical occasions Canada has responded to appeals from this
body in difficult circumstances and has offered its troops and its expertise for
United Nations~spongored peace-keeping roles arcund the globe.

Cenadians are united in one simple conviction: to better the human condition
and to achieve in:ernationsl peace and security, nations acting together can always
do more and do it better than nations acting apart.

To be sure, we recognize the imperfections and limitations of the United

Nations. We know that this Organization ig not perfect. That is why we wOrk so
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bard o ‘Wtove ‘1tis functioning; that. is why all Capadians &0 stxongly support the
Secretaty~General a3 he strives to reform it fros within. ‘But, all said and done,
mA must 7werly >agtee with the Secretary-General thst where the United Nations is
weak it is alwost always due to a failure of poiitical will. Thet kind of failure
is not easily reforued. I‘t. will change only when sovercign States realize that the
principles of the Charter sre the signposts that can lead us all towards mutual
cespect, collective security and lasting peace, Living by thege principles offers,
in our judgement, the best hope for us all. To the fulfilment of thege noble and

tiseless p:lnciples, Csnada is honoured today to renew its pledge of loyalty and

8upport.
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Mr, Brion Mulroney, Prime Minister of Canaja, was escorted from the rostrua,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation froa Spanish): The Assembly will now heax

8 statement by the Prime Minister of the Grend Duchy of Luxembourg, His Excellency

Mr, Jscques Sasntez.
Mr. Jacques Santer, Prime Minister of the Grand Duchy of Luxeumbourg was

escorted to the rostrum,

Mr, SANTER (Luxembourg) (interpretation from French): The entry into
torce 40 years ago of the Charter was regarded as ending an ers darkened by two
bloody Snd devastating world wars which, as the preamble to the Charter reminds us
wtuice in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind”.

Profiting from the lessons of history, the countries which founded the
Orgenization intended to establish jointly a more civilized and representative
internaticnal order, which all would join in maintaining, and to replace violence
in internationasl relations by resort to negotiation, mediation and conciliation to
ensure peace and security with respect for the principles of justice and equity.

The peoples of Europe, in particular, felt that need, having endured tragic
suffering through the fearful destruction wrought by age-old fratricidal rivalries
and confrontations, and thus be made aware of their common destiny and their
heritage of the same sphere of civilization and culture.

gharing the faith in the future of mankind which led to the establishment of
the United Natjons, the member countries of the European community aspired to a
peaceful and just international order. They based their reconciliation and
co-operation on a comnitment to the ideals, goals and standards of behaviour laid
down in the Charter,

In this anniversary year, the European community and its member States, whose

gpokesman I am on this occasion, wish to reaffirm the permanent validity of those
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principles and to renaw their solemn comsitment to respect them wholly and without
tegserve in letter and im spirit, with all the attendant obligations.

In assessing the road we have travelled for 40 years, the time hss come to
etrike the bslance of our joint achievements. Undoubtedly, the four essential
related premises which the Charter laid down for the preservation of a stable world
order remain valid, even though never before in the history of mankind has the
world undergone such profound changes as in the last four decades, decades so rich
in major events. Those premises are: safeguarding international pesce and
security, developing friendly relations among nations based on the principle of
equal rights and self-determination of peoples, the defence of human rights and of

fundamental freedoms for all, and the search for international co~operation in
jointly solving problems of an economic, eocial, cultural or humsnitarian character.

To be sure, during these 40 years the United Nations has made an inestimsble
contribution to the pursuit of the goals set by its founders.

Peace and security have been preserved world-wide, even though many locsl
conflicts have persisted, often in the pocrest regions of our planet. Undeniable
progress has been achieved, both by the United Nations itself and by its
specialized agencies, in the search for practical ways to cala tensions, control
crises, maintain peace, aschieve decolonization and disarmament, ensure respect for
human rights, undertake the codification of internstional law, and carry out
activities in the humanitarian and social sectors, and in the area of co-operation
for development,

Gur age has to desl with an internationel community which is much more
pluralistic than it wag ot the time the United Wations was founded in 1945, There
is a greater need for more intense multilateral diplomacy when Ststes are bent on

jealously preserving the prerogatives of their national sovereignty, although more
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and more often problems go beyond national and regional borders and requite more
vigorous joint action by the whole international community.

However, the goals laid down by the Charter have not been whclly achieved.
The gap between the principles and their implementation ramsins, because ths rules
laid down by the Charter are fsr from being respected universally. Therefore, our
balance sheet is flawed, The United Nations had successively to live through the
teast of political and economic crises it wes powerless to resolve. A feeling of
disillusion has prevsiled in world public opinion.

There is no doubt that & new snd vigorous effort to achieve the goals of the
Charter is called for, It is also undeniable that becsuse of the universslity of
the United Nations our Organization now provides for the whole planet both the most
effective instrument and the rost adeguate forum for achieving those gcsls, despite
the weaknesses and shortcomings of our enterprise. Conssguently all the Member
States of the United Nations must work resolutely to gtrengthan the Organization
and to improve its results in the light of past experience, despite the
uncertainties of the future,

The Secretary-General, in whom we have complete confidence, has often rightly
stated in his annual reports that the opportunities the United Nations cffers for
dealing with urgent situations are under-utilized. We fully share his views on
this matter and we agree with him when, in his report at this session of the
General Assembly he steted that to prevent mankind from belng st the mercy of an
accident, migspprehension or an unexpected concatenation of events:

“requires measures tO siow down the onrush of events ,,. and to gain time by

substituting deliberation for force" (a/40/1, p. 5).



RH/10 A/40/pV.417
36

{(Mr. Santer, Luxemboutq)

Is it not, moreover, in the noture of things that progress in the search for
peace is slow, in spite of the unique capscity of the United tations to offex
direct means of communication to all and to creste a climate of calm by helplig the
pacties involved to transcend their feors and silence thweir short-term ambitions in
order to overcome the distances separating them from one another and to arrive at
Hutusl cosprehension,

Special responsiblility falls not only to the Sectetary-General but also to the
Security Council, which is the keystone of the system set up 40 years ago, and
particularly to its permanent members, whose ability to sct responsibly within
their own prerogatives deserves emphasis, Thus it is necessary to strengthen the
weans of action of those bodies to allow them in time to neutralize conflict
situations or to transcend them whenever they occur,

In this regard the Buropean Cosmunity and its member States wish to recall
that in their view peace~kecping operations are one of the most interesting
innovations and are among the most remarkable successes of the United Nations. The
fruit of imaginative efforts organized at s critical moment to defuge & crisis ard
to contain 8 conflict that might spread, these peace~keeping operations are
different from coercive action in that they can be carried out only if the parties
agree to the intervention of the United Nations and commit themselves to supporting
that intervention. Therefore it is important to develop those operations as a
function of circumstance by establishing a climeste of calm and staebility
epptopriate for negotiationa, These operations can greatly facilitate the search
for pesceful solutions to conflicts.

The Ten intend to carry out, as much as ig possible, supportive action at the
diplometic level to bring a political solution to any situstion thet requires the

lsunching of a pesce~keeping operation. The Ten propose to sanction those
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cperations by giving their support to the decisions of the Security Council and to
the efforts of the Secretary-General to bring about the peaceful settlement of
disputes under the conditions laid down in the Chatter,

All meuber States of the Buropean Community are slresdy contributing to these
sctivities, either through direct participation in one or several observer misgions
or peace-keeping operations or through giving those operstions the necessary
legistic and financial support. They declsre their resdiness to give their full
support to further strengthen, if necessary, the present potential of the
United Nations in this field., They congratulate the Governments that are providing
agsistance to the United Nations for the efforts and sacrifices they have assumed
in order that the United Wations might have effective ways to ensure the
maintenance of peace, The Ten take this opportunity to make an appeal to all
8tates Memberg of the United Nations actively to support, within their means and in
ways they consider most appropriate, efforts to maintain peace.

The Ten also wish to draw attention to the seriocus financial problems that ate
linked to United Nations activities in this field. They cannot vccept the argument
of those who affirm that the aggressor country is financially responsible.
Similarly they cannot accept the argument that countries supplying contingents
should continue to bear a large share of the costs, To them it seems essential
that the costs related to such operations that have been decided upon in accordance
with the Charter should, unless the Security Council decides otherwise, be
considered mandatory expensee for all the Members of the United Nations,

By especislly emphesizing the exceptional interest of this instrument in the
improvement of internstional secutity, the Ten are prompted only by their concern
that there be developed 2 practicsl and appropriate method of action capable of

allowing the United Wations better to carry out its pesce-making function.
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For many yeara general and complete disarmament has remained the ultimate goal
of our joint efforts. Attainment of that qgoal would improve not only the security
of all; it would eiso allow the possibility of progressively devoting to peaceful
putposes the huge human and £inancial vesources now absorbed by the unending and
excessive accumulation of wespons of all kinds, It is to be hoped that the
Conference on Disarmament and Development will make it possible to make new
openings along this road.

In the meantime the member countries of the Europesn Comsunity favour the
establishment of confidence-building measures that would allow the entite
international community to prepare balanced, effective and verifiable agreements to
limit and reduce armaments to the iowest possible level.

In light of the urgent need to prevent the danger of an acceleration of the
ruincus arms race and to halt it, the Ten express the hope that the negotiations
now under way in Geneva on a package of questions relating to space and nuclear
weapons will achieve tangible results, As the Minister for Foreign Affairs of my
country emphagized on behalf of the Ten from this rostrum on 24 September in the
Assembly's general debate, we shall continue to support these negotiations. We are
aware that they demand realism, flexibility and pstience. Horeover, we confirm our
constant commitment to the non-proliferation régime and our hope to see the
Conference on Disarmament achieve substantial results, especially in the area of
chemical weapons.

On the road that leads to the self-determination of peoples and the accession
to independence of colonial Territories, Trust Territories and Non-Belf-Governing
Territories, the United Watione has undoubtedly assumed the role of a driving
force, It is within the framework of that process that the Namibian pecple must in

their turn gain independence through the implementation of a pesaceful, democretic

settlement provided for by the Security Council.
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"The Unitis) Nations is a focal point for the aspirations of mankind to a world
in which humsn rights and the dignity of the human person ate tespected. The
Charter itself lays down as 8 fundamental principle the nead to develop and
encoursge the promotion of those rights. For ite part, tho Universal Declaration
of Hm;mn Rivghta affirms that recognition of those rights is the basis of liberty,
justice snd pesce in the world,

In sumparizing the progress achieved in the obsarvation of the obligations
that Member States have assumed collectively and individually, we can only deplore
the sericus attacks upon humsn rights and fundamental freedoms that continue to
take p}ace in many countries, Awmong these violations, arbitrsry detention,
torture, the taking of hostages and blind terrorism, which strike at innocent
victims, are intolerable attacks upon liberty and the physical and moral integrity
and dignity of human beingse, and they have drawn criticism and are reason for

concetn,
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An active and unxelentiné struggle againgt these inadmissible practices is
necessacy, paétiqplarly by the elimination of their underlying causes. Of all
these violations, the policy of apartheid is & crime against the conscience and
dignity of mankind and one that is particularly cepugnant, since it has been built
up into a oystem of government. It is contrary to the principles iaid down in the
Chacter, as is any other policy of discrimination baged on sex, race, religlon'or
political opinion, PFor the Ten; the g;nal goal remains the complete abolition of
apartheid,

On this solemn occasion, the Stotes members of the European Community would
like to recall that the Final Act of the Helsinki Conference on Security ond
Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) explicitly resffirms that respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms, including freedow of thought, of conscience and of
religion or of belief constitutes an essential factor of peace, justice and the
well-being necessary for the development of friendly relations and of co-operation
among all States.

With respect to economic problems, the European Community and ite member
States wish to emphasize that the deep links of interdependence between the
developing countries and the industrialized countries have beer highlighted by ’:he
crigis that has affected the world economy in recent years, That crisis makes
co-operation both more difficult and more necessary, The growth of the world
economy will be more stable and more lasting if both the developing countries and
the industrialized countries participate in that growth.

while structural economic adjustments in the ghort, medium and long term are
required, it must be recognized that significant progress has already been achieved
in the framework of the constructive negotiations that have been pursued

continuously over these past decades.
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The Buropean Community and its member States therefore recognize the need
further to strengthen the activities of United Nations bodies in order to ensure
economic and sonial progress, especially in the developing countries, amd to
accentuate the convetgence of the economic policies of all States in the
implementation of their long-term development strategies, The new frontiers opened
up by technological development call for igpreased internationul co-operation.
Scientific and technical progress must be shared for the benefit of all and must
contribute to the economic development of the world. The United Nations has an
important role to play in that respect.

In a world where reciprocal solidarity is emerging more and more clearly, the
need to £ind a solution to the substantial externsl debt of many developing
countries deserves priority attemtion., That indebtedness comprises aspects and
implications which are very serious for numerous countries. 1In tackling problems
of indebtedness, the Buropean Community does not underestimate the magnitude of the
political and social implications of adjustment measures,

The EBuropean Community and its member States have contributed to the efforts
of the international community, and particularly those made by the United Nations
system, to deal with the serious economic crisis affecting Africa. The important
statement on Africa adopted last December by the General Assembly is still fully
valia,

Problems of development are among the most important problems faced by the
international community. The United Nations plays an indispensable role in the
North-south dialogue and is making a2 major contribution to the solution of those
problems.

Our era offers mankind unprecedented opportunities to shape ite destiny and to

forge a better world if the forces of reason prevail over those of discord and

destruction.
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The possible tragic consequences of divisicns and confrontation in an
increasingly interdependent world oblige the international community to strengthen
co-operation in order to consolidate peace snd security for the benefit of all
peoples, s8¢ as to ensure the future of generations yet to coame,

The European Community and its member States which, a few weeks ago and from
this rostrum, gave a detailed explsnstion of their common position with regard to
various situations of tension, étisis end conflict in the world, reaffirm on this
golemn occasion their determination to offer continuing and active support to the
gseaxch for just and equitable solutions. To that end, they undertake to spare no
effort in favour of a lasting peace in a context of security, economic, cultural

and social progress and full respect for the rights, freedoms and dignity of all

States and all men.
Mr, Jacdues Ssnter, Prime Minister of the Grand buchy of Luxembourg, was

egcorted from the rostrum.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The next spesker is the

Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas, His Excellency the Right

Honourable Sir Lynden Pindling.

Sir Lynden Pindling, Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of the Bahames, was

egecorted to the rostrum.

8ir Lynden PINDLING (Bahamas): Twelve years ago I stood on this podium

to introduce my country to the internationsl community and to confirm its
acceptance of the purposes and principles contained in the United Wations Cherter,
namely, to maintain international peace and security, to achieve international
co-operation in solving international problems and to be & centre for the
attainment of thoge common erkis, Many changes have cccurted during that period,
and my Government has tried on the national level to glive effect the necessary

measures that would enhence the sociel, economic and political growth of the
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pahasas. I trust that our emall island developing archipelagic State hss been able
to make some positive contribution to the delibarstions in the various forums of
this international body. |

‘It is & very pleasant duty for me today to participate in this commemoration
of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations, I am convinced, thst despite
its apﬁarent shottcomings, the United Wations is a viable organization and that it
serves &3 the most effective medistor in multilatersl affairs., The equality which
it grants to nations large and smsll heightens its significence as an impartial
arbiter in cll matters., It is therefore imperative that Member States avoid
polarized positions which only tend to exacerbate confrontation and fruotrate
practical solutions to problems arrived st by constant coamunication and
consengus, One of the best wsys to begin would be for this Assembly to endeavour

to implement the large number of resolutions that have already been adopted

unanimously.
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At the same time as our world ie shrinking it is becoming mote complex. The
arms racc is escalating; the economic situstion is worsening, particularly in
developing countries; hunger, stexvation and malnutrition are pleguing many
nations; some regional conflicts are still raging; and human beings in South Africa
and elsewhere are being deprived of their dignity and freedom., Despite some
instances of cosmetic change, it is clear that we are still a long way from fully
isplementing ¢he purposes of the Charter, of gaving succaeding generations froa the
scourge of war,

In 1973 I referred to the concept of interdependence - the need for all
States, large and small, developed and developing, to reccgnize that isolation
enhances division, while unity promotes harmonization of action. Now, more than
ever before, we need to promote the concept of interdependence, for it is only when
all states realize the significance of sharing each other's failures as well aa
successes that we shall have general and complete disarmament, universal freedom
and justice and sufficient fcod and shelter for everyone.

For the commemoration of this fortieth year there have been countless national
and internationel activities as well as expressions of commitment to support the
United Nations in its endeavours to promote and maintain international peace and
security., If, however, these good intentions are merely for the cccagion they are
nothing more than “"sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal®. What is needed is
positive action if positive results are to accrue,

Last June, at a meeting of the former Presidents of the General Assembly, the
Secretary-General, Mr, Perez de Cuellar sald:

"The United Nations can also be highly effective in the resolution of

disputes and in keeping peace, The regrettable and dangerous fact that
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conflict persists must not be accepted as evidence that the councept of
collective security is unworkable but rather as a warning that it must be wade
to work more effectively. The basie requirement 18 committed and consistent

support of the United Nations by Member States®. (3/40/377, p. 6)

It is against this background that we of the Commonwealth have formulated and
adopted by consensus 8 declaration of principles, As Chairman of the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting which concluded yesterdsy in Naossau, T aw happy to
inform the Assembly that we highlighted major concerns, such as world order, the
ecoitomic crisis, the security of small States and the situation in gouthern
Africa., On these we made specific recommendations and comimitted ourselves to the
task of promoting the cause of interdependence - the cause of being our brother's
keeper, Likewise, we affirmed our belief in the United Wations and pledged our
support for the principles contained in the Charter, We have, therefore, shown our
determination to work with like-minded States towsrds the goal of achieving lasting
peace and security in the world,

We in the Commonwealth, comprising over a thousand million people from all the
regions of the United Nations, comprising people of every race, creed, and colour,
and people of various ideologies and beliefs, recognize the importance of unity.

We are proud of our differences as well as the ties which allow us to minimize
conizontation in order to achieve meaningful consensus. It must certainly augur
well that from such a diverse group & consensus document of substance emerged from
our Summit, a document of three statements which I am privileged and proud now to
present to the Assembly as the Nassau Communiqué.

I feel obliged to refer to the decline in multilateralism or international
co-operation as geen from a Commonwealth perspective, 1In the words of the Report

of the Commonwealth Secretary-General:
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wthe trend to bilateralism has been confirmed and, among the strongest, a
tendency to dictate is emerging. Our world society is & less democratic place
than it once promised to be. Forty years after San Francisco the ideals that
inspited the founding of the United Nations seem to have faded with the
memories of human failucre that led to it. And now, 28 in the years that
culminated in the scourge of World War II, economic crieis is the handmaiden
of political retrogression. The notion of each country to itself and for
icaelf, coupled with an over-zealous faith in the working of the warket place,
hes frustrated world-wide recovery."

One of the statements embodied in the Nassgu Communiqué is the Nassau
peclaration on World Order. 1In it Commonwealth Heads of Government this week
reaffirmed their faith in the United Nations and their commitment to
multilateralism, and they did so partly in thege terms:

*We recall all gountries and peoples to the central importance of the
United Nations system in which all should participate and from which all
should bene€it, In the world of today and of tomorrow, international
co~operation is not an option but a necassity.

"We recognize that the United Nations and its institutions are not
without. imperfections, but are convinced that the solution lies not in their
rejection but in their rejuvenation; using the system effectively is as
important as changing it. We therefore welcome the efforts of the United
Nations Secretary-General to enhance the effectiveness of the world body and

its capacity to prevent and resolve conflicts, and pledge to work with him to

this end.
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*we hope that all nations will demonstrate the desire to seek consensus
and the will to negotiate constructively, which are crucial to the success of
global ipstitutions, We believe that the Commonwealth's way of doing
business, of seeking consengus based on equality and justice between nations,
gerves as an example for all.,”

It was the Commonwealth's way of doing business which produced the
Congonwealth Accord on Southern Africa, another of the statements embodied in the
Nassau Communiqué, The Accord called upon the Government of South Africa to take
five steps immediately: first, declare its intention to dismantle gpartheid;
secondly, lift the state of emergency; thirdly, release Nelcon Mandela and others;
fourthly, establish political freedom; and, fifthly, commence dialogue across the
lines of race, religion and politics.

In the Accord all Coumonweslth Governments agreed to impose against South
nfrica a selective set of sanctions, and foreahaddwed more comprehensive sanctions
they would consider imposing if, after six months, no real progress had been made
by South Africa on the five initial steps. These additional sanctions were:
first, a ban on eir links with South Africa; second, a ban on new investment or
reinvestment of profits earned in South Africa; third, a ban on the import of
agricultural products from South Africa; fourth, the termination of double taxation
agreements with South Africa; fifth, the termination of asll government assistance
to invest in, and trade with, South Africa; sixth, a ban on all government
procurement in South Africa; seventh, a ban on government contracts with
majority~owned South African cowmpanies; and, eighth, s ban on the promotion of
tourism to South Africa.

The steps proposed in the Accord are seen by some as but modest, But I am

optimigtic on this score and choose to see them not as the end of the beginning of
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the £inal act of removal of the spartheid husan sberration but 85 the begianing of

the beginning. Every day that on. life is lost in South Africa {s one more life

“to0 many sacrificed on the devii*s altar of the disciples of -aggztheid. Time has

aluost tun out, but that time can be g0 much shortened by the exercise of the
collective will of the great Powers and the emsll ones which did not take pact in
the Comsonwsalth Meeting in Nassau, Measured response through the Accord csn be
seen to bes a beginning, but it can also be geen to have implicit in it a response
which is also terminasl, For this reason I invite ell Member Ststes of the United

Nations to tske similar action,
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Half the Heads of Goverument who gsthered in Nesssu represented couatries with
populations of less than 1 million people, each having security needs of & similar
nature. Events in Grenada in 1983 hsd stimulated Commonwealth lesdexs to focus
attention on the vital needs for the security of small States and the potential
danger which this void poses for larger States,

We had before us a report prepared by a Commonwealth group of diplomats,
juriste, public officers and academics, They undertook wide consultations and
their geport was the wost comprehensive examination yet made of the security
problew of emsll States in all international regions.

The study has emphasized the fact that security is a multifaceted issue which
needs to be addressed simuitaireously on a variety of fronts, thereby requiring
action at the national, regional and international levels and in the economic,
political and military spheres., There was a solemn recognition of the incegral
link between poverty and defencelessness, which led the group to propose a number
of broad arenas within which action should be pursued.

I should therefore like to invite this General Assembly, first, to recognize
the need for international econcmic approaches u.«< arrangements that are sensitive
to the special vulnereabilities of small States, and, secondly, favourably consider
the establishment of an effective global collective security system.

The peace, stability and security of smsll island States have been seriously
threatened by the drug trafficking barons. The proiiferation of drug trafficking
continues to represent for much of the wortld a problem of the most vexing
dimensions, The island States of the Caribbean and the Bahamas gstraddle the flight
paths and ses lanes between the narcotics-producing countries of South Americs and
the principal consumer markets on the North American continent and have found

themselves, by these geographic circumstances, especially vulnerable to exploitation
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as transshipment centres for international drug trafficking operations.
Archipelagic nations like tha Bahamas bave been pressed to the outer limits of
thei: £inancial and security resources in the attempt to sustain effective
intecdiction and law enforcement measures against this nefarious scourge.

Drug trafficking in the Bahamas became the focus of national attention in the
wid-19708. Two of our major responses to the drug threat were to increase funding
to the Police Department and, at the same time, zveate a coast guard to patrol the
geas throughout the Bshamas' archipelago. The budgetary effect of those decisions
was to transfer substantial resources from economic and social programmes, like
health, education and capital infrastructure, to combat the escalating drug problem.

In 1975, the total recutrent and capital expenditure on law enforcement was
approximately $9.9 million, Five years leter, in 1980, the total expenditure rose
by over 100 per cent to $20.2 million. At the end of 1985, total expenditure on
law enforcement in the small country of the Bahamas is likely to be in the region
of $41 million, or another 100 per cent incresse over the 1980 figure, The numbers
speak for themselves. Lavw enforcement in the Bahamas, 8s a direct result of drug
trafficking, is exacting a tremendous toll on the limited resources of our country.

Four weeks ago, when the Group of Pive met in New York, three weeke ago at the
Commonwealth Finance Ministers' Meeting in the Republic of Maldives, two weeks ago
at the International Monetary Pund/World Bank Governors' Meeting in Seoul, and last
week at the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Nassau, world leaders
arrived at the same broad consensus on the current parlous state of the global
economy, The United States~led economic recovery over the past 18 months produced

but marginal renefits almost exclusively to the industrialized nations, and
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even in those countrias modest economic growth and an abatement in the rate of
inflation was achlevad in exchange for rising unemployment snd/or increased budget
deficits. The wodest improvement in the industrialized countries was also
accompanied by'an escalation in protectionist sentiments and messures a development
which, if allowed to proceed uncnecked, will certainly impact unfavoucably on the
terms of trade in developing countries,

That would be digastrous, particularly for many of the developing island
States in the Caribbean which are still experiencing the adverse effeots of the oil
ashocks of the early 1970s. Moreover, some of these States have not yet recovered
from the austerity measures imposed by international institutions as part and
parcel of the so-calied structural adjustment process.

Against the background of this bleak econoaic landscape one must necessarily
add the staggering external debt of developing countries which, according to a
Comucnwealth group of experts, smounted to some $800 billion at the end of 1983,
or, more precisely, one and one half times the total export earnings of developing
countries, The servicing of that debt to the banking communities of industrialized
countries and/or international agencies accounts for a sizeable portion of the
grogss national product of some developing countries.

It would appear therefore that the currently popular argument that the
developed States must first emerge from the recession in order for the developing
States to progress is patently false. The reality is that the developing States,
particularly small island States, are regressing in the face of advancement by the
industrialized nations and, consequently, the economic gap between the two groups
is expanding rather than contraciing, Indeed, the economic vulnerability of small
States is incressing and precious little is being done by the industrialized

countries or the internationzl agencies to reverse this most unwelcomed trend.
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Small States do not have ready access to international capital warkets and eo
depend hesvily on assistance from muliilateral ;genotea to meet their developwent
needs., Yet, the Wurld Bank, long regarded as the economic saviour of developing
countries, has seen fit to attempt to graduate awsll island 'States from the
Internstional Development Association on the basis of the questionable criterion of
per capita gross national product. Similarly, other small island States, such as
the Bahamas, a?e in the process of being graduated from the World Bank loan
facilitjes, with the zeéult that any development plans which were expected to be
€inanced by World Bsank loans would have to be placed on a sheli in the national
axchives.

The Buhamas fully supports the position that the World Bank ahould.reconsider
its policy on graduation and adopt a wore flexible position in determining the
ceiteria for graduation,

Given the current global economic gituation and the projected future
developments in the world economy, it is imperative that the indus¢rialized nations
and the multilateral institutions give more sssistance to developing nations, and
not less, It is within this context that the Bahamas welcomed the recent
injitiatives by the World Bank and the IMF to establish the Multilateral Investment
Guarantee Agency, which is expected. to enhance the flow of capital and technolog
to developing countries by providing coverage to private investment for
non~commercial risks in Member States, 1In short, there is a desperate need for
more multilateral investment guarantee agencies and less graduates in the insidious

trend towards economic stagnation if the developing world is to be permanently

reversed,
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#r. President, I would be remise in- closing without congratulating you on your
election and expressing gratitude to the Secrotary-Genersl for his untiring efforts
in espousing the merits Of multilsteralisa snd defending the soundnsss of universal

peace-keeping and security.
Mg, Peesident, in sy capacity as Chairman of the Heads of Commonwealih Statas,

1 would wish, on behslf of these States, to express our sincere appreciation for
this opportunity to aldress this august body and to reiterste our belief in and
support for the United Nations as the most constructive and appropriste body to

advance the ideals of internstionsi co-operation &nd good-will amongst nations.
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Sir Lynden O. Pindl.lgg‘ Prime Minister of the Coraonweslth of the Bahseag, was
escorted from tho rostrum.

The PRESIDERT (interpretation frow Spanish)s The nest speaker is the
Prime Minister and Minister for Civil Aviaticn of Piji, Hie Bxcellency the Right
Honourable Ratu Sir Kawisese Mara,

Sir Ramisese Mara, Prime Minister and Minister for Civil Aviation of Fiji, was
escorted to the roatrum. .

Sir Kamjsese MARA (Piji): We all recognize anniversaries as occasions

for celebration, and as the United Nationa celebrates its fortieth amniversary 1
extend to all representatives here and to the Organization greetings and
felicitations from the Govermment and people of Fiji, wiio are celebrating the
fifteenth anniversary of their independence this month. We also take this
oppotrtunity to reasgsure the Asgembly of our continuing cosmitment to the noble
purposes and princtpies of this invaluable Organization. But anniversaries are
also occasions for reflection and stocktaking, and it is in that context that I
would agk you to consider my remarks today.

The United Nations has not been without its detractors, and I dare say some of
the criticisws we hear, deriving from & sens¢o of frustration at the lack of
definitive and decisive actiou, are deserved. Yet we must not forget the wmany
achievements and the treaendous aant.tibutions which have been made in alzost every
field of human endeavour by the United Nations itself and by its apecialized
agencies. Indeed, the Organization has been as effective as it has been allowed to
be, and it behoves us all to remember that its effectiveness will be enhanced only
if we accord it the status, the dignity and the authority implied in its
conception, HNowhere is this more vital than in the quest for peace - durable,
lasting peace ~ through which mankind may reach yet loftier helghts and ‘mprove the

human condition everywhere rather than live in fear and apprehensiom.



B4/14 T AZ8O/EV.4T
57

(8ir Ramisese Mara, Pij}l)
We are siaple people. We £ind it hacd to understand how it is that every

nation on earth proclaims that it wants peace; yet peace evades ud. .Thete is not a
single nation in this Assembly that will not olaim thst it ic dgvoiad o peade and
progress. Indeed, all will agsert that they have no higher priority. 1If it is
what we all want, why then does it elude us? I humbly submit that thoge who, while
shouting thelir wish for peace, engage in activities that frustrate efforts to
achieve that ¢oal, who endanger or imperil our very human existence, are the real
enemles of mankind, whatever their professed ideological complexion. It is said
that if it is in the minds of men that war begins; it is in the hearts of men that
the defences of peace must be created. That I firmly believe. The defences of
peace cannot be vested in larger arsenals, mcre sophisticated weaponry and the
tools of holocaust.

In our own islands peace and harmony are absolute prerequisites for the
multiracial eociety in which we live. We regard the rich variety of these
cultures, beliefs, languages and customs as one of our great blessings and even as
one of our glories. But peace and harmony cannot be taken for granted. We took
our first precautions in the framing of our independence Constitution. Apart from
establishing a bill of rights, it ensures representation in our legislature for all
the major races of our country. Since then it has been the constant aim of our

Government to encourage and foster interracial harmony and to eliminate practices
that could lead to bitterness, regentment and trouble. This has only been possible
because our people, too, are Keenly alive to the need for constructive action to
ensure an atmosphere of peace, friendship and co-operation, and there are many
examples of this throughout our land. Only recently, we have had wonderful scenes
of rejoicing in a multiracial festival to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the

Christian Methodist Church in Fiji -~ in fact, to celebrate the coming to our

islands of the news of the Prince of Peace.
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Pecrhaps you can think of us in the heart of the Pacific throwing a small
pebble intc the water to mark our own peace at howe. As the ripples spread, we
join with our friends in the Pacific Forum of leaders to take a wider view. We are
uniquely conscious of nuclear danger in the Pacific¢ because the French Government,
despite repeated protests in the strongest possible terms from all our countries,
persists in conducting nuclear tests at Mururoa Atoll in the heart of the Pacific.
Although we value our relations with Prance and it has given so much to the world,
nothing can deflect us from couplete, utter, outright condemnation of its discegard
for the protests of Pacific countries and, we believe, for their safety.

As representatives will doubtless be aware, we have only recently pigned a
Treaty on a nuclear-free zone in the Pacific. It provides, inter alia, that the
signatories shall not allow in their territories the manufacture, testing or
stationing of any nuclear explosive devices and ghall not assist or encourage any
State in such activities. No export of nuclear materials is permitted unless
covered by stringent safeguards to ensure it is only uged for peaceful purposes,
and there shall be no dumping.

Some of the world press in countries from which we might have esxpected more
support and sympathy have tried to downgrade the importance of the Treaty. We
ourselves would be the first to agree that it is not perfect, that perhaps it does
not go far enough., But, remember, we are a group of sovereign, independent nations

in the Pacific, and there had to be terms on which there could be agreetent - or as

much agreement ag possible.
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lSOEQ of us, for example, hold that defence strategy in the Pacific obliges us to
allow nuclear warships in our ports. Others are not prepated to go to this
extent. But we have always respected each other's point of view and in our
discussions we have always had to concentrate on the things that unite us rather
than on those that divide. And so e.en our differences lack the bitter
recrimination and vituperation that can so often emerge in such discussions. 5o we
believe that in the end we have reached a consensugs in the Pacific way and that the
Treaty not only is an achievement and a contribution to world peace but can also be
an example. And we look forward to the major Powers in the region supporting us by
signing appropriate protocols to the Treaty. Our warmest invitation goes to the

French, to whod we say “Vous serez les bienvenusg”.

Then, ag the ripples spread, we reach the Middle Bast, that tinder-box for war
almost since time began, When the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL)
was formed, Fiji vas among the first to volunteer its forces; every soldier who
goes to the Middle Bast is a volunteer. 1In Sinai, too, and in the observer group,
Fiji has played and continues to play its part in the efforts to maintain peace in
this difficult region., We felt that this was a practical contributicn that we
could make to peace and we have persisted and remain gteadfast in the face of both
casualties among our young men and the heavy material burden on our finances.
8ince the operation began, Fijian scldiers have served in Lebanon and Sinai; scme
have been wounded and some have been killed. We honour them, as I am sure all
representatives do. We have made our financial contribution to the cost of the
operation, but as of today we are owed $14 million by the United Nations for the
cost of our soldiers - a debt on which we receive no interest - and this represgents
nearly 30 per cent of our total expenditure. Members may care to ask themselves if
this is not tor great a financial burden to expect a small country with
650,000 people to take on, in addition to its provision of a military contingent.

Better still, they may collectively decide to do something about it.
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in this great Assembly Fiji has constantly directed its efforts, however
small, to the wmaintenance of peace and the elimination of what may lead to strife.
We are parties to the Treaty on Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and many other
conventions of that kind. We strongly support the dialogue between the United
States and the Soviet Union. We have constantly opposed apartheid in South Africa
and we have supportea moves towards iadependence. But all these problems should be
approached by way of dialogue, tolerance, give-and-take.

Finally, let me draw the attention of delegations to the small States which
today comprise almost one third of the total membership of this world body.
Without in any sense underestimating the encrmous difficulties in Africa, Asia and
Latin America, those large éreas which have engaged and continue to engage the
attention of members, I am obliged to point out that it is time that we, the
smaller nations, come into their consciousness. All the major problems facing the
world -~ gecurity issues, the debt crisis, unemployment, natural disasters, you name
it - impinge on us with particular severity and undiluted harshness. In addition,
of course, there are problems peculiar to us because of our small size, our
igolation, being land-locked or sea~locked, and so on., Time does not permit me to
go on, but it is imperative that we find a place on the Assembly's agenda so that
it may make a serious effort to understand and appreciate our concern, and that it
respond to us as a not insignificant part of the community of nations. The time
for studies and'reports is past. Specific, concrete and af:irmative action must
now be taken by both the United Nations and its various ag:ncies, for we too are

part of inseparable, indivisible humanity, a part whose exlistence has been too long

denied in these hallowed halls.
Having reached at 40 both its prime and the age of reason, may the future

efforts of the United Nations reflect abundant energy and unceasing devotion to

peace, progress and prosperity for all mankind.
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escorted frow the rostruw.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The next soeaker is the
Deputy Prime MHinister and Special Envoy of the Governaent of the Kingdom of the
Netherliends, His Egcellency Mr. G. M. V. van Aardenne.

' M, van AARDENNE (Netherlands): On behalf of the Govermaent of the
Kingdom of the Hatherlands, I have the privilege of taking part in this celebration
of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations. I consider this a privilege
because I am representing here a nation that throughout those 40 years has been a
congigtent supporter of the United Nations. We moat certainly consider the
fortisth anniversary of the United Nations a joyous occasion, even as we share the
concern expressed by the Secretary~-General and others about the functioning of the
Organization.

The Netherlande' support for the United Nations f£its in with an age~old
international orientation of the Dutch people. For centuries the Dutch have been
an cutward-looking nation. This is partly due to the gsituation of the Netherlands
as a country located at the crossroads of different cultures, partly to outr
mafitime and trading traditions.

We have always attached great importance to the promotion of an international
order bagsed on the rule of law rather than on the rule of force. The eminent Dutch
jurist, Hugo Grotius, is sometimes called the father of international law. The
city of The Hague was chogen as the venue of the great peace conferences of 1899
and 1907 and today it hosts the International Court of Justice. We have undartaken
far~reaching commitments in acceptance of the jurisdiction of the Court and welcome
all actions that may strenathen the authority of the Court, because we gee this as
the corner—~stcone of the new international system envisaged in the Charter.
Similarly, we have consistently implemented the decisions and appeals of the

security Council even L{f these seemed to run counter to our national interest.
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* Why should Govermments consent to having their national priorities overruled?
Bﬂcgug__unﬁtnﬂ_ is clearly confronted increasingly with problems that cannot be
solved on & nattof\-by-natton basis. The pollution of the environment is just one
example. In many cases, solutions that seem rational from the viewpoint of
national interest may ultimately add up to collective folly. Consequently, &
oteadily increasing number of global problems reguire world-wide co-operation in
which national interests are reconciled with the legitimate concerne of the world
88 a whole. Such international co-operation needs a comprehensive framework or, as
formulated in Article 1 of the Charter, *"a centre for hatmonizing the actions of

nations®”, as au indispensable institution both for the world of today and, even

more, f£or the world of the future.
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In three respects the United Nations has already surpassed its predecessor,
the lLeague of Nations: by its age, its membership, and its scope of activity.
Indeed, that justifies warm and sincere congratulations, particularly to all those
who, through their relantless efforts, have made the system work. BSome of the old
hands.aze still amongst us and serve as a source of inspiration to new generations

of international civil servants; others have left this world, but their memory

8till inspires us.

A famous Prench saying is “"Tout commence par la mystique et finit par 1la
politique®. As many speakers have already said, the United Nations was founded
four decades ago at a time of high expectations, Looking at the world of today, we
all realize that the Organization has met those expectations only to a limited
extent, 1Im particular, the United Nations has not been able so far to establish an
international order based on the rule of law instead of on the rule of force. Yet,
thio should not be a reason for loeing sight of that perspective. The United
Natione remains the principal instrument for working towards that goal. All Member
States share the responsibility for preserving and reinforcing this precious
instrument and for not letting it falter and disintegrate., The United Nations can
achieve no more than its Members allow it o achieve. 1In many instances the United
Nations chain has proved to be as strong as its weakest link. Up to now its role
is limited, because its Members have difficulty in striking a just balance between
national priorities and those of the world community at large., All too often its
effectiveness i3 hampered because national delegations seem to be addicted to
riding political hobby-horses. This applies also to part of the work of the

specialized agencles which may be harmed by unnecessary politicization.
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The instrument itself is a good one. Though formally speaking the United
Hations is an Organization of States. its intrinsic purpose entails much more than
locking after the interests of Stutes. Significantly, the Chacter opens with the
words “We the peoples®, not “We the Governmenta®, for the ultimate purpose of the
United Nations is the protection and advancement of the interests of the human
being. Precisely from that viewpoint, the United@ Nations has already amply proved
its capabillty for weaningful action. Whercas in the field of peace and security
the United Nations hag not been able to fulfil the expectationc that were widely
held at the time of its founding, in ocher fields it has achieved much more than
was foreseen then. 1 mention in this context the creation of a comprechensive body
of international norms and standards in a large number of fields, as well as the
creation of various machinery to monitor compliance with those norme. I may
mention the pioneering role of the United Nations in organizing international
co~-operation with regard to the population problem, protection of the environment,
combating racism, and emancipation of women. One major problem that was not
foreseen in 1945 is that of development, which has now evolved into one of the
central concerns of the entire United Nations system. Through technical
co-operation in the field, as well as through its conceptual role, the United
Nations has contributed in a substantial way to the development process in many
countries. Much remains to be done and improvements are needed, but the importance
of those United Nations activities is uncontested.

If we compare the United Nationg with ite predecessor, the Leaque of Nations,
we may say that the innovative character of the new Organization is moat strikingly
fllustrated by its dedication to the cause of human rights. The central issue is

the duty of States toc respect the fundamental right of the individual to freedom in
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all its aspects, including political and social. In the implementation of these
freedoas much remaing to be done, but there is real progress in the development of
notms for which Govermments are held accountable. Working for human rights does
not mean only countering the arbitrary exercise of State powers it also weans
liberating the energy of human beings and opportunities for development of the
individual. The concern of the United Nations with basic human dignity has also
pervaded its efforts at abolishing the colonial system, combating racism and
apartheid, relieving the plight of refugees, improving the status of vomen and the
participation of young people in the development of socliety - a special focus in
this year designated by the United Naticns as International Youth Year. The wish
to prcuwote equal opportunities for both nat..ns and individuals within nations
inspires its efforts at coping with the problems of economic and social
development. We may even gay that, in the last analysis, the right to life
underlies its efforts at preserving peace and security. All these efforts can be
seen as steps in the direction of building a safer and more just international
order, for the benefit of future generations.

Having said that, I should like to make some observations on the problemsg
impediately at hand. My Government has supported the recommendations made by the
Secretary-General in his report to the thirty-seventh session for better use of the
instruments provided in the Charter for the maintenance of international peace and
security., We would have wished that the international community had seen fit to
act upon those proposals. Once more, we welcome the suggestions made by the
Secretary~General in his report to the presgent session, They strike us as
pragmatic and extremely sensible. We, too, think that the Security Council should

concentrate its attention on a limited number of urgent problems. We support the
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Secratary-Sanerslts ploz Sor 2 gisaster 2sgrec of iantargoviarnmenial conoultntion
within the General Assembly. We share his concern that, if improvements are not
wmade in this respect, the political process in the General Assembly will
deteriorate. And, finally, we fully support a more active role for the
Secretary-General and a wider and earlier use of fact-finding and obaetvation.'
Divisive rhetoric has shown itself to be counter-productive.

Buring the past 40 years the world has changed dramatically, and so has the
United Nations. The Organization will have to continue to integrate new
developments and new ideas and should not allow itself to get entangled in clichés
and empty rhetoric. It is sometimes said that there are only two sorts of
international organizations for most persons: those that make them yawn and those
that put them straight to sleep. During the past few years the United Mations
featured in neither category. On the contrary, on many occasions it has succeeded
in raising the adrenaline factor of people who deal with it. Part of the irritation
can be ascribed to legitimate differences of views among various groups of
countries. There is no handy solution for those differences.

Other difficulties, however, can in principle be solved, We should, for
instance, apply strict standards of quality control and make sure that the United
Nations produces analyses and services that live up to the highest standards. In
order to bring that about Member States will have to practise self-restraint. They
gshould not burden the Secretariat with trivial assignments; they should allow the

Becretary-General to staff the Secretariat with the best international civil

servants, and they should allow the the freedom to fulfil the mandate with

reasonable indazpendence.
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~ the Uniud Nations offers an indiscenssble forme €of o v2 ,.-,..x-:r..& guckangs

2n53
among nations about thedr interdependence. and. the lnurxg;aum;hipﬁ among vacious

global problexs, as well as about the crucial interaction batwveen internstional and
douastic policies. The Netherlands is eager to see the United Nations folfil this

inpozt:,ant role during dacades to come. _ ‘ , )

In his report to the thirty-geventh session of the Genaral Assembly, the
Secratary~Genersl proposaed that the Governments cf Hembe: States dbould recommit
t.huulﬁa. consciocusly, to the Charter. On hahalf of the Govgrumant and the
poople of the Motherlsnds, I wish o rensw the following pledge madc by the
Netherlands Prime Kinister De Jong on 20 October 1570, on the occasion of the
tventy~fifth anniversary of the United Haticas:
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“Ny COLlcaguui LKoE ... 553 Notheriands antilles and I solemnly

‘tededicate ourselvas to the Charter.
“We repeat cur promise to contribute with all our energy to the

establishzent of peace and security.
"We sccept the provisions of the Charter for the pesceful settlemant of

intetnational confliceks, -
"o probise to strive for the gosl of gemrhl and complete disarmament,

“We sccept the obligation of tihie Charter to work for the respect for and

the strengthening of internationsl law,
*We support the new development strategy.

*we shall live up to the objectives of the Unjted Nations and we shall
support every effort to make the United Nations & wore effective instrument

for paace, justice srd progress,
"May God grart that our work will redound to the bansfit of msnkind.®

(A{PV.1874, paras, 63-68, 70,71)
My, ANDREOTTI (Iﬁly) {intecpretation from Freisch); This meeting is not

only an occasion for celebratior but, also an occesion for reflecting on and

renewing our commitment to the values which unite ug.
The year 1945 remains indelibly imprinted on the minde of peoples &nd

individuals, At the time thot the most tragic and devastating of globel conflicts

vwas ending and the dawn of a new hope was breaking over the world, the atomic cra
was beginning: an event whose immense significance it is difficult, from &
distance of 40 years, to calculste exactly, but which nevertheless introduced into

internationsl life, besides fantastic possibilities for peaceful progress,

disquieting shadows over the future of the Earth.
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Aoninst thia background the United Nations was botn, The idea of a universal
otgantzattop to raplace the Lesgue of Nations was conceived amid the ruins of war;
it wae therefore logical that ite primaty purpose should be to avoid a third and
aevan wore disastrous conflict by eahabl;ghtng 8 system of collective peace and
gsecucity. Thase objectives are clearly steted in the preamble to the San Prancisco
Chacrter, which affirms the determination of the peoples of the United Nationsg
v... to gave succeeding generations from the scourge of war®,

The foundets of tha United Nations, however, did not confine themselves to the
enunciation of jdeals ond principles. They also 1aid down & practical and
articulated systes of norms of conduct, of means of promoting the search for
peaceful solutions and of messures aimed at preventing conflicts and restoring
peace, This system ~ it is well to recall ~ involves a commitment by all Mewbers
of the Organization, without distinction, to vefrain from the threat or use of
force in their intetnational relations.

The San Proncisco Charter also i{ntroduced - and this was an innovation of
profound historical significance - the principles of equality and
self-determination of peoples, tespect for human rights, fundamental freedoms and
international solidarity in economic, social, cultural and humanitarian
development, This set of principles form a whole that csnnot be divided
arbitrarily or considered in a selective manner, These principles have been
applied in practice by the United Wations and its opecialized sgencies which, in
fact, cover avery aspect of human activity that can be organized on the
international levei.

Porty veare after the founding of t¢he United Wations it is appropriste to ask

ourzelves whether and how the Organization has fulfilled the historic tasks

ageigned to it,
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TOSHY Wi hwei oo -é.‘-.zfzses.‘.t muarters criticism - some of it Garsh - of the
United Nations system, In sone® Cases we may feel a real sense of disillusionment
about the machinery, the limitaticns and even the values of multilateralisn.

In spite of all this, the United Nations has been a constant, irreplaceable
meeting point, a highway along which we may direct our vast internaticnal energies
towards pesce, co-operation and progress.

Notwithstanding its undeniable shortcomings, the role of the United Naticne in
the defence of peace and security, in the preservation of sreas of stabiiity and in
tiha search for negotiated solutions, has been of fundamentsl importance in the last
40 yesrs, When the United Nations hes failed in its mission, it hss not been
through lack of will, but rather because the action of its orgens has been impeded
by the clash of political views, because its recoumendations have been disregarded,
and because selfish interests have prevailed over the interests of peace, security
and co-operation.

while it is proper to refer to these fajlures, it is also fair to adwit that
in msny other cases, the organs of the United Nations have been able to make full
use of the powers conferted vnon them by the Charter and have shown themselves
copable of effective and long-term action.

In thig ... wmectlon, we must recall, first, the peace-keeping operstions, some
of which are still going on and in which Italy is proud to have played an active
role,

Secondly, the United Netions, we must also recall, has acted a8 host for or
encouraged negotiations on the main controversies which beset mankind, negotiatione

which still reptesent the surest and meat reliable reference point for the parties

concerned,
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Finally, we remember with admiration and respect the initiatives taken by the
Secretaries-Cenaral from 1945 onwards as splerdid examples of wisdom and dedication
to pesace. A

Apart from these pesce-keeping operations, the United Naotions deserves our
gratitude for the vast and important range of activities it has undertaken in
favour of decolonizatiocn, economic, social and cultural progress, and human rights.

The histotical process which hag brought independence to so many peoples hes
found in the United Nations a political reference point that has proved guite
jrreplaceable. Within the United Notions the newly independent countries have
encountered not only a forum for meetings end debates but the gurest means of

presenting their views to an international audience.

In this context, the results of the work of the United Nations And its
gpeciolized agencies have been and remain impressive, How can we forget the
eradication of formerly invincible diseases, the improvement of child health, the
assistance provided to some countries in connection with their drug-control efforts
s0 as to induce farmers to grow substitute crops, the economic and social
rehabilitation of depressed areas, the work done to combat the terrible scoutges of
drought and hunger in Rfrica and other regions of the globe, and the defence of

human rights and freedoms that have been violated.

Just as impressive has been the work done in the field of legislation. This
has resulted in @ very important serieg of documents such 28 the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and then the Convention on Human Rights, the Convention
on the Law of the Sea and the major agreements on the control and limitation of

armaments, which have become part of our collective conscience and an essential

component of our modern civilization,
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nather than ask ourselves what the United Nations has failed to Go, we ehould
ask ourselves todsy what the world would be like if the United Nations had never
existed, We should do so, not in order to contemplate with sterile complacency the
results achieved, nor in order to close cur eyes to the defects and falluren of the
collective system, but rather to £ind the inspiration for a renewed comsitment to
the valuag which the United Nations embodies and defends.

The world has certainly become smsller and more dangerous, but also richex in
possibilities,

In these 40 yoors there hsve occurred ijrrevergible examples of freedox and of
national and individusl progress. And hete also lies the merit of those who, in
1945, launched us on our grest adventute. Their air was certainly to prevent wor,
but also to open up before the world the hope of improving the human condition., In
this new situstion we are perceiving ever more clearly the interdependence which
now binds, for better or woree, all the countries of the world, brought cloger
together by the possibility of instent communication, the unprecedented increase in
human, cultural and commercial exchanges, and the global nature of world gecurity,

The guestion of econowic co-operation arises here ss elsewhere in the world.
We are all well aware of this, Meny stetements made before this Rssembly during
the present session have dealt with economic problems and with indebtedness.

The idea of the interdependence of actions taken in the economic field has
also been put forwsrd., It has had the advantage of posing the problem of

well-being as & problem whose solution depends on international co~operation,
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Wowhere more than in the ecunonig field must we be wary of misleading

peispeciives. The economic health of each presupposes above all that wealth is
produced. 1In s world open ¢o co-operation, this way he obtained in conformity with
the principle of the optimum distribution of the factors of production. However
coatly they may be in political, economic and social terms, the processes of
positive and negative adjustaents must go forward.

It is here, it seems to me, that interdependence lies. The political action
of Governments, that of the international financial institutions and the banking
system must be consistent with this objective, We look to international trade as a
vehicle of well-being. No one can think, without deceiving themselves, that they
can shift their difficulties on to others. The path of protectionisa is the
easiest, but it is also the path of nationalism which is first economic, and then

political.

No State, however great, can escape this requirement. No one, however rich,
can act alone on the world stage.

Ours is an imperfect community, like all communities made by men, not always
capable of banishing egoism and violence from their own hearts. 1In its organized
form, which finds in the United Nations its universal expression, our community has
been endowed with a wealth of idealisu, People with different backgrounds,
different histories, different political, cultural and religious formations, are
called upon to get to know each other and to debate in this great arena common
principles and common rules of conduct.

Our Organization can be improved in ways suggested by experience. We perceive
that the real problem is one of political will,

The maintenance of peace can be pursued by applying faithfully the principles
which are ours, by using our machinery. The powers which the Charter confers on

the organs of the United Nations - and I have in mind in particular the Securitv
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Council and the Secretary-General ~ are o;z_eeasive. Effective action by the
Security Council is esgeatial. |

The General Assembly which, according to the Charter, is a truly sovereign
organ, bearing within itself the potentialities derived from its being an egual and
deaocratic forum, must direct its debates and its resolutions towards more precise
and more productive objectives. |

If everyone displays this necessary political will and with the appropriate
procedural amendments now under study, it will cextainly be possible to make of
this Organization the highest and most significant point of internaticnal

co-operation.

Italy firmly believes in multilateral co-operation and its own conduct ie
strictly inspired by this belief,

Since its foundation, the Italian Republic, born of resistance to dowmination
and tyranny, has endorsed even in its Constitution the great ideals which inspire
the San Francisco Charter. Today, Italy is an open, democratic country, advancing
progregsively and strongly inspired by the ideals of international solidarity. In
Italy, human rights and basic freedoms play a fundamental role both in respect of
our own citizens and of people of any other nationality. 1In our relations with our
neighbours, we have strictly followed the path of peaceful negotiations, cobtaining
results of which we are proud and which constitute a positive contribution to the
maintenance of conditions of peace and stability. We have based our action in the
world context on our ideals of solidarity and international co-operation.

Based on the same principles is our participation in the Atlantic Alliance, an
exanple of that association for regional security which is fully recognized in the
Charter, and our wholehearted participation in the European Community is also

derived from those principles - a strong Community composed of countrles which have
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rediscovered theicr jidn_ntuj.y and their history, overcoming old rivairies and
profiting from their common heritages an open Community which does not rvetreat tato
iteelf but which strives, through the development of its relations with thixd
cuuntries, to strengthen conditions for generalized well-beiny and world peace.

Our Organization today must face terrible and sometimes agonizing challenges.
I am thinking of the struggle against tervorism, which must be conducted with
determination; I am thinking of the struggle against the scourge of drugs, which
threatens our younger generations and which cannot be relaxed; I am thinking,
£inally, of the struggle against hunger which must be won, if we wish to eliminate
forever the main causes of the uncertainty and insecurity threatening our prospects
for the future.

I should like ¢0 conclude by quoting the worde spoken in 1945, in the firast
Parliamentary Assembly of the reborn Italian democracy, by Alcide De Gasperi.
Comamenting on the moral testament of President Roosevelt, he said:

“Italy recugnizes that a just and fruitful peace can be founded only on
the principles and purposes for the achievement of which the United Nations
has fought war; and, in particular, on regpect for international law, on faith
in the dignity, worth and rights of the human person and on the assurance that
all nations enjoy the essential human freedoms: freedom of speech, freedom of
religion, freedom from want ~ which generates a healthy and peaceful life for
the inhabitants of every country in every part of the world - and freedom from
the fear of any act of aggression by any country against any other: the four

freedoms!

"This is not a vision of a distant Utopia. Let us work to ensure that

nobody can doubt it.*
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation £xom Spaniohk)s The next speaket is the
Ninister for External Relations and Co-opexation, and Special Envoy of the
President of the Republio of Burundi, His Excallency Mr. Laurent Nzeyimana.

Me. NZEYIMANA (Burundi) (interpretation from Prench): Exactly one month
ago, on 23 September, I had the privilege of developing from this rostrum on behalf
of the Governmment of ﬁutundi. the viewpoint of my country on the main questions
which this session and the international community are facing.

It is a very great honour for me to be able today to comsunicate to this
Asgenbly the message which His Excellency the President of the Republic of Burundi
vished to address to the United Nations on the occasion of its fortieth anniversary.

In dqing this, President Bagaza wished solemnly to express on behalf of the
Government and the people of Burundi their deep appreciation of the role and of the
action of the United Nations, with its incomplete and imperfect results, to be
sufe, but also results which were on the whole positive. He also wished to express
the hope that the peoples and natione of the world, especially the people of
Burundi, continue to place in the United Nations. Finally, he wished to renew
Burundi's active support for this universal institution., 8Succinctly put, it is a
nessage of esteem, of hope and of commitment. Here then is his message:

“Porty years ago mankind, morally and materially bruised by two
widespread wars within the epaée of 20 years, found itself in disarray, and
many peoples couwpletely dispomsessed and deprived. The inter-war period
itself had been characterized by a period of serious crisis and econocmic
instability.

"Learning a lesson irom thege disasters and from the long history of the
world, consiscing of centuries of war, of poverty and of hindrances to

liberty, the eminent leaders of that time were inspired to pin henceforth the
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- -hope of peoplss on solidarity and co-opersticn of all .mnntx:te; and of all
nations asd on tis defence of pesce and the Gearch for bappiness for all.
Thus the Uaited Iin‘uous“m fourded to be & catalyst for these idesls.®

e ————————rvo"

b He, ¥osoley (Barbados), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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“Since that time profound upheavals heve changsd the Save of ehe world:

scientific, technicel and economic progress has considerably improved the
well-being of many countries of the world; many nations fraed from colonisl
dependence have msde their voices heard on the international scene; the
conquest of outer space is no longer a dream.

*Nevertheless, this world, which hao been sble to sccomplish enormous
progress in all those areas: le still chacacterized by steiking contraste, In
spite of the mechanisms and logal inatruments avﬂhbh for the paavefLl
sottlement of conflicts, many reglons of the world are still disturbed by
tension and wsr, 1In epite of the universally recognized principles of the
right to self-determination of peoples and the equelity of wan, nsticns ate
still subject to foreign domination and racial discriminstion, At a time vien
States are interdependent and must co-operate with one another, ic ic
inadsissible for millions of human beings still to be sacrificed to strategic
and economic interests endlessly. For that reacon we welcome the coursgecus
decision of thoge nations and financiel groups that have just firmly ended
their collaboration with the inhuman spartheid régime. 1In the same way, the
history of men, tich in lessons, will cne day tesch Ytaragl that force hes
never governed the principles of morality and internstional law.

*roday, the immense majority of peoples still suffer cruelly from
poverty, ignorance and disease, 8ithough the natural resources, technoicgicsl
capacity and £inancial resources of the earth sre considersble., A handful o
countries experience over-production snd over-consusption of various producte,

while very —any others live in the most cowplete doprivation, the victime of

inequality of trade.
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*Pinally, man's aspirations to poacs and sollosctive sacusily azs otill

seriously compromised by an alarming competition in weapons, which absorbs
jmsense resources, to the detriment of the true well-being of mankind.

“Thus the threats are seriocus, but the aspirations are great and the
neads are urgent. No country, no matter how big or powerful, is capable of
daaling alone with these internal or general challenges., Only through the
concerted efforts, solidarity and interdepondence of all nations can this be
done, in the interest of all. The United Nations, its vs~ious specialized
agenciead and other forums of international co-op>ration provide an ideal,
indigpansible framework.

“The people and Government of Burundi, on whose behalf I am addressing
this message to the Assembly, are more than ever comaitted to those ideals.

“In the name of this faith in the interdependent destiny of mankind, I
again pay homage to the great family of the United Nations and the eminent
personages who have the ennobling task of guiding it and to this Assembly as
our Organization celebrates 40 years of existence.”

The PRESIDENT: The next speaker is the Minister for Education and

8pacial Bnvoy of the President of the Yemen Arab Republic, His BExcellency
Hr. Hussein Abdullah Al-Aawmri.

Mr. AL-RRMRI (Yemen} (interpretation from Arabic): At the cutset I wish
to convey to the Assembly the good wishes of Colonel Ali Abdullah Salah, President
of the Yewen Arab Republic, Commander General of the Armed Porces and Secretaty
General of the People's Congress. He has conferred on we the honour of allowing Ba
to represent him on this historic cocasion, and Y shall now read out his mesasage Lo

the Assembly, as follows:
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“fhe Charter of the United Natlons, which was drawn up 40 years ago €o
lay the bagis for peace‘and to bring peace between peoples, disseminate
freedom and reaffirm the need to preseive international peace and security,
was indeed the embodiment of the aspirations and hopes of all the peoples of
the world after the suffering and the scourges of two world wars in the brief

space of two decades. We all kuow what scourges thoge wars were and we all
know about the tragedies that befell mankind; we Are all aware of their
unprecedentedly devastating effects, unequalled in the history of mankind.
“The aspirations and hopes of the peoples were clearly evidenced in their
determination to make the outbreak of another war impossible. Thoge
aspirations are enshrined in the inspiring words that head the preamble to the
Charter ~ 'we the peoples of the United Nations, determined to save succeeding
generations from the scourge of war'. 1In addition to thuse stirring words,
the purposes and principles of the Charter were formulated to jovern relations
between peoples and countries in such a way as to promote understanding and
co-opetation, without inequity of any kind. The Charter reaffirmc full
equality regarding the rights and duties of States and the need for a ¢limate
of freedom, in which international peace and security would prevail in the
interest of all peoples., It calls upon all States to live in peace and to
unite their efforts to bring about internstionsl peaca2 and securiey. It
comaits all Members of the United Nations to take into account all the
principles enshrined in the Charter, such as those of equality, the right of
peoplea to self-determination, the non-use of force, the peaceful settlement

of international disputes and non-intervention in the interxnal affairs of

others,
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“she orestion Of the United Nations reflected the feelings of the pecples
of the world and their understanding of the importance of peaceful coexistence
on the.basis of strict adherence to principles which would be enshrined in che
Chacter and to the resolutions subsequently asdopted by the Organization, thus
guaranteeing wankind'e continued existence, proaperity and progress.

"she peoples today, as they did 40 years ago, look to the United Nationg
with great hope and with faith that it will achieve its lofty objectives, but
they realize that States, individually and collectively, must persist in their
relentless strugule for the achievement of peace, bacause today there is no
other cholce.

“ro0oking at the internstional arens with its various problems and crises,
we can feel reassured by the achievemente of the United Nations in the
politicsl, cconcaic and socis) fields. Xt hag helped give many developing
countries increased confidence in the Organization and its histocic goal. The
United Nations has alwaya been a forum for and a supporter of the persecuted

olonized pecplea and countries, It has always defended their right

~Lra?

and the
to freedom, independence and progrese. The creation of the United Wations
made possible the decolonization of many parts of the worid, and wany pecples
of the world have regained their independence and their national sovereignty
in their own territories, especially since the adoption by the General

Assembly 25 yeare ago of the Declaration on the Granting <f Independence to

Colonial Countries and Peoples,
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- spurchorsore, ve are 511, aware QE the very important tole piayed by the

United Wations in assisting the developing countries to astablish and

implement programses of ezcnoiic and social development, to which it Ekas

contriluted tecunical and other expertise.
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when the international economy reguiced an open and free dialogue between
developed and developing countries, the United Nations took the initiative and
fostered and prowoted this dialogue. Thus it has continued its role as an arena
for cals dialogue between different doctrines, contrasting interests and
conflicting awbitions. In this respect we hope that this dialogue between the
North and the South will lead in the end to the foundation of a new international
economic order baged on justice, equality and mutual benefit, without ianjustice or
inequity.

The precervation of peace and security in all parts of the world, and the
protection of peace and security in the face of all the threats that beset thenm,
calls upon us all té draw inspiration from the spirit of the United Nations and to
adhere to the principles and purposes of its Charter, which represents a prowinent
and shining landmars in the history of munkind., This requires sowe States to give
up their aggressive policiec and practicesd. They should renounce those pesitions

that contravene the will of the international community and defy the Charter and

rocolutions of this Organization,

In the Middle East region, which is a vital area, Israel is pursuing an
arrogant racist policy. It is expelling the original inhabitants of the area from
their land and it rejects the right of the Palestinian pecple to regain its land
and to establish its independent State on ite national soil, not to mention the
methods it adopts in the achievement of its wanton gcheme. We cite such measures
as the brutal means its uses for torture of various kinds, and acts of aggression
against the sacred religious places.

The matter does not stop there; in fact, it extends to affect other States in
the Azab region, some near and others at a distance. After Israel perpetrated its
act of aggression against Lebanon in June 1982, and after all the butchery and

carnage it perpetrated there, it continues to occupy sox. of the land of this
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fraternal country undex totally unconvincing pretexts, From time to tise it
cackies out acts of aggression sgainst other Arab States. Recently - at the
beginning of this month in which the Uni;ed Naticas celebrates its fortieth
anniversary - in an attampt to flex its muscles, we have seen the Israeli aircraft
bombing the sister State of Tunisia, as if Israel wanted to prove to the world at
large that it was capable of reaching any land, no matter how far.

In all its criminal practices and its flagrant violations, Igrael does not pay
the least respect to the United Nations and does not heed any resolution the United
Natio.s adopts, since it is confident that our Organization is incapable of
imposing sanctions ocn it or of putting an end to its practices, given that somecne
is keen on defending Israel and on justifying all its acts of aggression, It is no
secret that the United States is playing a very important role in protecting Israel
inside this Organization. 1In addition, it assiste and supports Israel to make it a
strong and superior Power.

We in the Yemen Arab Republic take this opportunity to renew once again our
appeal today to the United States of America to review its totally blased policy in
favour of Israel. We call upon it to renounce those unjust positions in the
interest of peace in the region and the world at large. We call upon it to side
with justice and truth on the basis of its responsibilities as a super-Power.

The Yemen Arab Republic wishes to exprecs its appreciation to thoge States
that side with Arab rights and support the right of the Palestinian people in its
struggle, exerting efforts for the achievement of a just and comprehensive solution
to this problem - which we have not yet golved bescause of Isrseli intransigence.

With regard to the question of “fghanistan, this continuing problem without a
golution {8 a source of instability in the region and hence a threat to peace and
security. Therefore, ouf Organization has t- intensgify and redouble its efforts to

find a2 speedy golution to this problem. The Yemen Arab Republic calls upon all
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gseguente of the Afghan people to have recourse to negotiation to achieve a formula
ensucring a solution to thelr problem peacefully end without armed conflicts. This
would make i..t clear to all partics that they should not intecfere in the affaics of
the Afghan people.

The United Nations has always supported putting an end to the arms race and to
the ptociuction and proliferation of nuclear weapons. It is called upon once again
to reaffirm the need to exclude outer space from the faverish nuclear race. It
should ¢all for the freezing and reduction of nuclear arsenals, the prohibition of
all nuclear tests in all environments, as a prelude to the liquidation of all kinds
of weapons of mass destruction.

Other dangerous weapons, in addition to those I have just cited, are chemical
weapons, which have been used recently. United Nations resolutions on the
probibition of the use of chemical weapone are very clear and need no
reaffirmation. Since the Yemen Arab Republic is a neutral and peace-loving
country, it is only natural that it should support all the resolutions of the
United Nations in this direction.

We also share the international community's concern and fear at the
possioility of the outbreak of a third world war in which those frightful
devactating weapons could be used, The future of mankind and life on Earth are
threatened with annihilation unless efforts are joined and goodwilil and good faith
fortheoming to protect mankind from the threats facing it as a result of the arms
race and of current trends towards the production of more weapons.

If this joint objective is achieved by the States and the peoples of the
world, it will be pogsible to devote the human and material resources that are now
squandered on the production of weapon to freeing the peoples of the world from

famine and disease and from the serious lack of capabilities to confront the
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probless facing huxanity. All of mankind will then be in a poeition to develcp its
comsunities and to flourish econcmically and socially.

Daspite the historical achievements of ehe United Nationg, there remaing the
question of the Palestinian and the Namibian peoples and the continued authority of
the white minority in .South Africa - these are all matters that offend our
congciences. They contravene the basic aspecté of freedom and rights on which the
Chacter rests. Therefore, it is incumbent upon the internaticnal community to
cu-operate with the Organization to counter those c¢olonial and 2ionist entities and
achieve a better world.

In conclusion, the Yemen Arab Rapublic takes this opportunity to reaffirm the
need for reconsidering international relations so that the concepts of mutual
regpect and equity will prevail in relations among States and countries. This is a
requircment of international law and the principles of the Charter.

1 should like to express our thanke and appreciation to the Secretary=-General

for his valuable efforts in the achievement of the purposes and principles of our

Organization and its Charter.
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The PRESIDENT: The next spscaker is the Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Special Envoy of the President of the Republic of the Ivory Coast, His Excellency
ui. Simeon Ake. |

Mr, MKE (Ivory Coast) (interpretation from French): Professional and
personal bonds allow we to affirm without hesitation that the General Assembly
could not find a better gqualified President than you, Sir, with such a wealth of
experience and comprehensive knowledge of the United Nations, to conduct the work
of its fortieth session. Your diplomatic career has gone hand in hand with the
iife of the United Nations., I address to you my cordial congratulations. I am
sure that under your presidency decisions will emerge that are commensurate with
the great hopes the international community places in this session.

My congratulations also go to your predecessor, Mr, Lusaka of Zambia, whose
great qualities, with which we are familiar, allowed him to preside with competence
and dignity over the thirty~ninth sesgion.

Finally, I cannot forget the Secretary-General of the United Nations,

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, whose devotion to the cause of the United Nations and
its noble ideals cannot be praised too highly. I should like to assure him of my
Government's full readiness to assist him in carrying out successfully the lofty
task that has been entrusted to him. We renew our full confidence that he will be
successful in his mission.

Now I have the signal honour and great privilege of delivering to this
Assembly the message addressed to it by His Bxcellency Mr. Felix Houphouet-Boigny,
President of the Republic of the Ivory Coast, on the occasion of the fortieth
anniversary of the United Nat.iona:

"On 24 October 1945 the United Nations was born when on that date the

Charter of our Organization, signed on 26 June of that year at the close of

the San Francisco Conference, came into force. Its founders aimed at making
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it an instrusent to limit the unbridled power which States had Lad before
then, the abuse of which had inevitably 1ed to the Piret and Second World
Wars., As one of them said, it was created: '

'to put an end to the sygtem founded on unilatersl actions. on exclusive

alliances, on spheres of influence and cn the bailance of power, as well

4s all the other expedients that had been resorted to for centuties and
had always fafled'.

"Phe Charter entyusted vo it the mission of maintaining international
peace and security so as to save succeeding generations froa the scoutrge of
war, to work for justice and respect for the obligations atising frosm treaties
and other cources of international law, to promote sccial progress and better
standards of 1ife in larger freedom and to encourage respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms for ail without distinction as to race, gsex, language
or religion, To achieve these aims, it is incumbent upon it to develop
friendly relations among nations, to achieve international co-operation by
regort to international institutions to resolve internationsl problems of an
economic, social, intellectual or humanitarian nature and to be a centre for
harmonizing the actions of nations.

“On 24 October 1985, how can cone not reflect on the rosd travelled by the
United Natione in the achievement of those objectives over 40 years of
exjistence?

"Since its inception the United Nations, an international organization
with a universal mission, which today haz as Mombers almost all the States of
the incernational community, has successfully carried out several
peace~Keeping operations, It has greatly contributed to the establishment of

a climate of confidence in the world, and as a result it has reduced
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international tensions and saved sankind from a third woxld war, despite the
wany conflicts in which blood has been shed around our world. It has playd a
not inconsiderable part in the gpectacular economic and social progress and
development of science and technology since the Second World War. It can
pride itself on having furthered the codification of international ilaw, of
having created awareness of the important problem of the protection of human
rvights, and on having, by its adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the Covenants and Conventionn adopted thereafter, given the world a

true international human-rights code and played a crucial role in the area of

decolonization. It has agsisted in developing among peoples the belief that

catastrophes and natural disasters that afflict any one of them should not
leave others indifferent.

“But eccnomic growth has not been equitably distributed throughout the
different regions of the world, They have not all profited to the same degree
from social progregs. They have not all witnessed the same development of
science and technology, and as a result they do not enjoy equal mastery of the
means of production. A considerable portion of mankind struggles desperately
against poverty, malnutrition and famine, and for those people the hopes
aroused by scientific ang technological progress go hand in hand with
uncertainties and digguiet, the resgult of an economic crisis thac may
jeopardize their development and is marked by external debt the burden of
which is made heavier by rising interest rates, monetary instability,
anachronistic protectionism and a kind of shortsighted economic nationalism,

as well as by violent fluctuations, generally downwards, in the price of

commodities and, as a result, in export revenues,
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“The progress made by the United Naticns in the protection of human
rights should not lead us to forget that racial discrimination 1s rife in many
pacts of the world, more particularly in South Africa in the form of the
hateful system of apartheid, which has been enshrined in its Constitutioh,
7This unpunished violation of human rights is accowpanied by the violation of
the right of peoples to self-determination and by the scarcely disguised
refugal of the South African Government to co-operate in the implementation of
the Uﬂiﬂed Nations plan for the accession of Mamibia to independence. That
led to acts of violence followed by bloody repression, a threat to
internsational peace and security.

“Nor hag the United Nations beaen able to prevent or put an end to certain
cenflicts and situations resuiting from violations of the principles of the
Charter such as the peaceful settlement of international disputes, the non-use
of force or the threat of force, either against the territorial inteqrity or
political independence of any State or in any other way incompatible with the
purposes of the United Nations. This can be seen in the Middie Bast, Western
Sahara, Chad, Afghanistan and Kampuchea. It can also be seen in the war that
pits Iran and Iraq against each other and in certain situations prevailing in
Latin America.

“A far greater concern seems to be the impotence of the United Nations in
preventing the danger posed to the world by nuclear weapons and the unbridled
arms race. With the invention of those weapons towards the end of the Second
World War, mankind, which earlier had not had. as has been written, 'the power
to reject its own suicide because it did not have the means to allow it to
commit suicide', is now 'in possession of the means of its own death'. In

2dditcion to the threat of a nuclear apocalypse, the arms race increases
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general insecurity and weakens tie United Wations® ability to ensure the
1mmtmm of internstiosal peace sud security. ) A |
srhe maintenance of internationsl security is a fundas. tal dessnd of
~husan. reason, and mthe minds of the authors of the Cherter constitute the
essentisl objective of the Organization. %The Charter's aim is to substicute
for the illusory security of the srms rsce & collective system of
international pesce snd security, conferring particulaer tesponsibility on the
grest bowers and & pregondecsnt t(.slll on the United Nations Hecurdty Council.
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Thatusystgm should inevitably lead to the limitation of armaments and to
disarmament. But it is predicsted upon that the permanent members of the
Security Council acting in a concerted and unanimous mannsr in any action they
decide upon and undertake in the case of a threat sgainst the peace, a breach
of the peace or an act ¢f aggreasion. But instead of this, they more often
present the distressing spectacle of a clash between conflicting political
ideologies, fThey show no real desize to seak and to find the real substance
of peace, They fight through others, Today we are seeing a latent,
persistent, depressing conflict between a world that wishes to remain as it is
- that is, a liberal world ~ and another world, which is trying to establish
itself on the ruins of the former. There is a danger here as serious as the
danger of Nazism, It is most important to seek to eliminate this - not by
force, as was done in the case of Nazism, but by a real desire to sit down
without any reservations a% a negotiating table in order unequivocally to
design and flesh out a state of peace conducive to the well-being of mankind,

each party being free to retain the ideology that suits its own philoscphy of

life,

“But if it is8 necessary to meet in Geneva, in Vienna, in Stockholm or
elsewhere to speak of dissrmament, we must aleo first deetroy the bastion of
mistrust and fear that has grown out of the arms race, which still exists
between the two blocs that seek to divide up the worid. The leaders of those
two blocs can only achieve that goal if they impose upon themselves the duty
that mankind expects them to carry out ~ that of engaging in & true, honest
and trusting dialogue which would reassure sll parties and would aim at a
nodus vivendi whoge common objective ig the bhappiness of the human race.

Howaver utopian this may seem at first glance, that dialogue is nonetheless
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essaential and urgent i€ hopes are to be fulfilled and there ig to be ony
certainty for the survival of mankird, for fraternsl coaxistonce, for union in
diversity and for peaceful coexistence amocng States.

“There can be no real progress on the difficult process of disarmament so
long u‘ there is no common political will to achieve it, the result of & closr
awaraness of the imperious ducy to guarantee the survival of the human race,
This sbould not remsin at the stage of statements that have no segquel, as has
bsan the cags to dote, but should be sapressed in practice. BGuch &
determination will sassuredly be of benefit to ali of wenkind and not to one
biloc over any other, for there is no limit to the field of action of the human
intelligence in the service of the happiness of mankind, the genuine happiness
of mankind. The enormous resources at present sbgsorbed by armaments could
thus place the achievements of science and technology at the serice of works
of 1ife and no longet for the harmful achievement of works of death.

“The primscy of life over other human values would be recognized and,
with that, the primscy of the right to 1life over other human rights - the
cight to life, the religious resepect of which would aliow us to hope for 8
world without war, without violence and without terrorism, a world of real
peace and real solidarity.

*Action by the United WNations and by agencies in the United Nations
syBtem towards a better understsnding and greater ewareness snd knowledge of
world problems in the economic and social sphere ond full recoynition of
interdependence with 8 view to the development of international co-operation
in soliderity, equality and universality, conceived as a genuine give and
take, would meet with s favourable response, Conditions could then be
assembled for carrying out in hermony and concord the stcuctural chenges

necesssry to the implementastion of the new internstional economic order so
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. dear to all, which is a prerequisite to an egquitable distribution of economic
>gzowth in the various regions of the world.

“It is thus important on this fortieth anniversary of the founding of the
Uiited Nations that Member States consider without complaisance the activities
and experiences of Lhe Organization and the difficulties it has encountered,
and seek ways and means that would make it possible to enhance its
effectiveness and to make of it a system which in future could genuinely
preserve peace and contribute more than in the past to the improvement of the
human condition, an ideal framework for dialogue where efforts of Members in
favour of international peace and security and economic and social progress
for nations could truly be harmonized., With this end in view, we make an
urgent appeal to the great Powers to display a genuine desire for peace and
not to entertain any idea of resorting to highly sophisticated weapons -

weapons of mass destruction - for no one would be spared if by ill fortune a
disaster were to be triggered. We call on them to sacrifice everything to
peace while there is still time and to take inspiration from creative love
rather than from destructive pride and hatred.

“The Ivory Coast for its part on this fortieth anniversary wishes
solemnly to reaffirm its deep devotion to the principles and purposes of the
United Nations and to renew its firm commitment to promoting its noble ideals
of peace and freedom, of justice and progresgs.

"Long live the United Nations. Long live peace, friendship and

co-operation among peoples.®

The meeting rose at 6.40 p.m,




