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The meeting was called to order at 10,30 a.®. .-

AGENDA ITEM 39 (continued)
COMMEMORATION OF THE PORTIETE ANNIVBléli! OF THE UNITED MATIONS
The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The Assembly will hear an
address by the President of the Republic of Nicaragua, His Excellency

Kr. Daniel Ortega Saavedra.

Mr. Daniel Ortega Saavedra, President of the Republic of Nicaraqua, was

escorted to the rostrum.

President ORTEGA SAAVEDRA (interpretation from Spanish): We cannot begin

our statement without voicing the most vigorous rejection and condemnation of the
inhuman decision of the apartheid régime to kill the patriot Malesela Moloise. We
are convinced that the example set by that brave fighter and latest South African
martyr and the blood that he has shed will inspire his people and the international
community to redouble efforts to put an end to apartheid.

The United Nations came into existence 40 years ago, after the hogrors of the
war. The Organization embodied mankind's aspirations, dreams and hopes for lasting
peace.

The imprints of fascist brutality were still fresh; the blood shed by the
millions of civilians and soldiers killed in the war imposed on humanity by fascisa
wag also still fresh., The world was then being shaken by tears, pain, suffering
and indignation, and in October 1945, through its mandataries, it solemnly pledged
to refrain from resorting to the threat or use of force against any other State,
not to interfere in the internal affairs of any other State, and to resclve
international disputes by peaceful means without endangering peace, security and
justice, The Charter of the Organization, which came in force in October 1945, was

signed on the basis of these moral and legal principles.
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Yorty years later, there has been an endless list of violations of those

principles, but the warmongering escalation, now in the form of nuclear wespons,
that threatens ton wipe cut all mankind is even more serious. The atomic threat
must be eliminated. Hegemonistic attitudes must be put aside. The arms race must
be stopped. The development of space weapons must cease. This is the universal
demand,

Nicaragua, in line with this demand for judiciousness, backs the just and
sincere peace proposals that have been made presented and the talks to be held
between the Soviet Union and the United States, confident that they will constitute
a constructive effort paving the way to international détente.

World peace must necessarily msan the peaceful solution of the conflicts today
being kindled in different regions of the earth. Thare will never be pesce on
eacth while people are oppressed by the criminal policy of apartheid in
8South Africa. There will never be peace as long as colonialism, neo~colonialism,
imperialism, racism or any other form of exploitation and domination exists on
earth and as long as attempts are made to legitimize the practice of State
terrorism,

On this fortieth anniversary, as we review the basic principles of the United
Nations Charter, we reaffirm our adherence to thege principles that are now being
systenatically violated and disregarded by the present United States rulers in
various regions of the earth. Nicaragua is especially concerned about the fact
that the United Statee, by its military might, has ignored the basic principles of
international coexistence through its Administration and Congress, thus promoting a
policy of State terrorism against the people of Nicaraqua.

Given these facts, we can only say the following.

Since 1981 the Government of the United States of America has attempted tb
destroy Nicaragua's democratic process and to deny the existence of a non-aligned

Nicaragua in the Central American region, Thus, in 1981, the Uniied States rulers
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suspended food credits to Nicaragua. They adopted a 10-point programme and
earmarkad $19 million to set up a marcenary force. In 1982 the United States
Government authoriszed covert operations against Nicaragua and vetoed a
United Nations Security Council resolution banning the use of force or interference
in the affairs of other nations.

In this context, the Contadora Group was established to curb tensions in the
area, cauged lzrggly by United States aggzession sgalnst the pecple of Nicaragua.
But this did not stop the warmongering escalation or the economic aggression. 1In
1983 President Reagan described the terrorists as his brothers, the freedom
fighters, and ordered a reduction of Nicaragua's sugar quota, an illegal act that
was condemned by the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). That same
year, the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) drew up plans to establish a terrorist
force of some 12,000 to 15,000 mercenaries, ordered an air raid on the Managua
international airport and carried out terrorist attacks against fuel deposits in
Corinto, Nicaragua's main port.

In 1984, vhen world public opinion demanded a peaceful solution of the
conflict, the CIA ained sea access to all Nicaraguan ports. That same year, owing
to the serious situation caused by United States policies, Nicaragua submitted a
dsmand to the International Court of Justice accusing the United States Government
of carrying out military and paramilitary activities against its sovereignty and
territorial integrity and asking the Court to order the United States to cease its
aggression and to compensate Nicaragua for the damage it had suffered.

In violation of the law, the United States informed the Court that it diéd not
acknowledge its jurisdiction in connection with Kicaragua's demand. However, the
Court issued a provisional decision demanding that the United States stop mining
Nicaraguan ports and cease all military and paramilitary activities damaging to
Nicaragua's sovereignty and independence. The Court declared the demand pertinant

and rejected the United States request that {t be deleted from the list of claims.
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The United States Government rejected the Court's decision regarding the

temporary protection measures, once again violating international law.

Secretary-of-State Shultz referred to the revised Contadora Act of 7 July of
that year as a "simple piece of paper®.

But the struggle for international law and legal order went on, and the
International Coutrt of Justice unanimously decided that it had competence over the
case and that Nicaragua had a right to file its demand in view of the United States
acts of aggression.

The reaction of the United States was to withdraw, abruptly and unexpectedly,
from the process, thus taking an unlawful stand.

Secretary-of-gtate Shultz then wrote to the President of the Inter-American
Development Bank threatening that institution with reprisals if it approved funds
for Micaragua,

The United States unilaterally suspended the talks that were being held in
Manzanillo. The President of the United States publicly declared that his goal was
to overthrow the Government of RNicaragua. And it has been confirmed that the
Psychological War Operations Manual instructing mercenaries in political
assassination and all kinds of terrorist activities was edited, published and
distributed by the CIA.

This year the United States Government has declared a trade embargo against
Nicaragua while allocating $27 aillion to the mercenary forces, thus bringing the
financing devoted to its terrorist policies against Nicaragua to more than
$100 million. It has also made known ite proposal to recruit up to 30,000
mercenaries to continue atracking Nicaragua.

In the past four years 13 United States military manceuvres have been carried
out, openly threatening Nicaragua's eovereignty, In October of this year the
United States CGovernment started to disburse the $27 million earmarked for

terrorist actions.
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From 1980 to 4 September 1985 the forces organized and dirscted by the Central

Intelligence Agency (CIA) have murdered 3,652 people, 146 of wvhom were women and
210 children under the age of 12. There have been 4,039 people wounded and

5,232 bave been kidnapped. Over 240,000 Nicaraguans have lost their homes and
7,582 children are now war orphans. Moreover, thousands of peasants kidnapped,
oenfused and deceived by the CIA are among the casualtiss of the
esunterrevolutionary forcea: they are slsc Nicaraguans who have been victing of
agyression - 7,599 dead and 1,326 wound¢d. Therefore, the number of Nicaraguans
who have been victims of United States terrorist policies amount to 11,000 dead,
5,000 wounded, 5,000 kidnapped and a quarter of a ajillion displaced persons. For a
small country such as ours, with a population of only 3.5 million, this represents
8n incalculable toll in human losses and suffering.

If the country attacking us were today to face a proportional cost in victinms,
it would have suffered a total of 723,000 dead - that is almost three times the
nusber of Americans killed during the Second World War, or the en:ire population of
the city of Boston, It would have 373,000 wounded and 17,550,000 displaced
persons - the equivalent of the entire population of the State of New York - and
9,000 women and 15,000 children under the age of 12 would have been murdered.

The terrorist actions of the United States rulers have caused the destruction
of 321 schools and 50 health centres, machinery and construction equipement. The
CIA mercenaries have levelled entire peasant co~operatives and even entire
villages. The pressures and blackmail exerted by the United States Government in
blatant viclation of the status of multilateral organizations have led to the
freezing of loans worth $423 million. The total losses caused by direct and
indirect actions of United States aggression exceed the figure of $1.5 billion.

We have taken this testimony to the highest world and United Nations tribunal
namely, the International Court of Justice at The Hague, In a tacit admission of

its own guilt, the United States has declared that it will not accept the Court's
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juriediction nor abide by its findings. On the other hand, our presence in the

Court constitutes a historic mil=stone in the defence of the sovereignty and
self-determination of samall nations.

We bring this testimony to the Assembly because we are concerned with the
defence of this Organization which, on its fortieth anniversary, is being seriously
threatened by those who, disregarding respect for the peoples’ self-determination
and soversignty, as they 4id In Maurice Bishop's swall island of Grenada, now
threaten to destroy Nicaragua.

We have brought this testimony to the Assembly, encouraged by the
understanding we have found when we have affirmed that no solution or do.ument will
be effective in Central America mntil the United States culers totally cease to
attack the people of Nicaragua, directly or indirectly, in & covert mannar or by
any other neans.

The main and only obstacle to the peace efforts of the Contadora Group
continues to be the policy of State terrorism that is encouraged, directed and
financed by the United States Government against Nicaragua. The peace efforts of
the Contadora Group and the appeals for a peaceful solution of the conflict made by
the international community are still being rejected by the United States
Goveznment, which has ctepped up aggression against Nicaragua and refuses to seek a
negotiated solution in Bl Salvador. Therefore, United States aggression must cease
in order that conditions may be created that will lead to a peaceful solution in
Central Awmerica.

We cannot but refer to the economic situation and the problem of debt that are
shaking the very foundations of an unjust international economic order that
tesembles the Rome of the Caesars where the oppressed peoples were forced to pay
taxes, No one doubts that it is not possible for Latin America to pay its debt or
that it is necessary to find new formulas for the debr to stop being the burden

that curbs our pecples' development possibilities. All this is indissolubly linked
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to the establishment ¢f new trade relations with the industrialized countries and

‘bold forms of trade among the developing countries.

Under these cizcumstances Wicaragua will continue to defend the psoples’ right
to have economic relatfions with any country in the world, regardless of its
political régime.

Ever since the ptofo(md economic crisis our country has been suffering dus to
the aggression of the United States rulers, Nicaragua has made great sacrifices to
comply with its financial obligations with the international banks and multilateral
organisations resulting from the debt we inherited from the Somosa régime and the
debt we have contracted with friendly ocountries since 1979,

wWith the blood and the sweat of the Wicaraguan people we have in five years
peid $621 million in debt servicing) that is, in five years we have invested a
total of two years of exports to meet some of our financial obligations.

Due to the continuation of the agyression committed by the United States, the
situation has worsened to the point where, although according to the World Bank we
should be exporting 81 billion per year, we are only exporting $300 million
annually. As msy be observed, we are facing an extreme situation which not only
limits but eliminates our possibility to pay. Under these dramatic circumstances
Micaragua demands an urgent and concerted international solidarity; it demands
decisive support from those countries with which Nicaragua has bilateral financial
relations and a change in the attitude of the creditor institutions.

On this fortieth anniversary of the United Nations Nicaragua is a living
example of a small nation that decided to be free and that is consequently

resisting the blows of an irrational policy that intends to snatch that :ight away

from us.
The policy of State terrorism being practised by the rulers of the United
States will never bring Nicaragua to its knees. The strategy of terror cannot lead

to peace and coexistence among nations,



V‘O/:V.lz

(President Ortega Saavedra)
Wicaragua is no enemy of the United States. There is no reason for the United

States to consider Nicaragua as such.

Nicaragua respects the principles of the Charter, and we wish to live in peace
with all nations 9! the Earth, including the United States. NWothing in our
revolutionary project is incompatible with normal and friendly relations with the
United States.

Nicaragua therefore appeals from this lofty rostrum to the Government of the
United States truly to abide by the rorms of pesaceful coexisterce among States
enshrined in the Charter, to cesse its policies of aggression against Nicaragua and
to declare on this anniversary if it is villing to respect the sovereigrty and the
tight to self-determination of a small oountry, if it its prepared to abide by the
provisional decision of the Internstional Court of Justice dated 10 May 1984 and
acknowledge the jurisdiction of that United Nations body and if it is ready to stop
the war against Nicaragua and to declare peace.

We, for our part, will suspend the state of emergency we have been forced to
impose owing to these acts of aggression as of the very moment vhen those acts of
aggression effectively cease.

Thus, the President of the United States now has the floor. Let him respond
on 24 October, when he addresses the Assembly, and say vhather, as a tribute to the
fortieth anniversary of the United Nations, he is willing to normalisze relations
with Nicaragua, in conformity with the principles of the Charter and of
international law, This is Nicaragua's peace challenge. The peace of Central
Amer ica depends on his response.

The people of Nicaragua are shedding their blood to defend and demand the
peoples' right to self-determination and sovereignty. wWith the blood of our
workers and peasants, of our youag people, of our elderly and even of our children,

we are defending international law.
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%e are defending the rights of the pecples and we are waging this battle with
the nil’“ant solidarity of the peoples of the world. Micaragua expects more

forceful and detsrmined action from the internationsl community to help stop the
genocide being carried out against my people by the present United States
Government .

By demanding respect for internationsl law and for the principles of the
United Mations Charter and urgently demanding a new international economic rrder,
we are fighting for peacs and justice. And we are therefore demanding respect for
the memory of the millions of human beings who died as victims of fascisa in
Auschwits, Birkenau, Treblinka, Maidenek, Chelmno, Monowits, Bitburg, Dschau and in
dosens of other concentration camps and cremstoria.

The United Nations emerged as s hope following the holocaust. let us not
allow the revival of fascism. let us not allow any violation of the tnited Nations
Charter. Then, there will be hope of peace on Earth and the sscrifice made by
those who 4ied in the war will not have been in vain.

Justice and peace are the future of humanity.

Micaragua shall survive.

Mr. Daniel icar was
escorted from the rostrum,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish}: The next speaker {s

His Excellency Mr. Abdou Diouf, President of the Republic of Senegal, who will also

speak in his capacity as current Chairman of the Organization of African Unity.

Mr. Abdou Dicuf, President of the Republic of Senegal, was escorted to the

costrum,

President DIOCUF (interpretation from French): There are many reasons why
I an delighted to be addressing this Assembly: first, I do soc on behalf of mother

Africa, for I have the honour of having been elected Head of our continental



A/40/PV. 42
i1

{President Diouf)

organization at the twenty-ficrst Conference of Heads of State or Government of the
Organization of African Unity (OAU).

In iddition, while each session provides us with tha opportunity to cast a
brief look at the past year, this session, which coincides with the fortieth
anniversary of the entry into force of ths Uniteé Mations Charter, because of the
solemnity we decided to vest in it, has given us the vpportunity to draw lessons
from and identify the prospects of our forty-year-old Organization.

Pinally, I am delighted, Sir, that the General Assembly has unarimously
elected you as President of its fortieth session. I am convinced that the ability
you have demoustrated in numerous circumstances is a certain guarantee for success
in our work, It is thus with great pleasure that I address my sincece and
hearcfelt congratulations to you on behalf of Africa.

Your predecessor, Ambassador Paul Tusaka, certainly deserves our gratitude for
the vay in which he guided the work of the thirty-ninth session. The talent he
demonstrated, while familiar to us all, won him our admiration.

I should like to include in this tribute the Secretary-Genetal of the United
Nations as well as all his staff, by whose efforts our Organization acts at every
level and in all parts of the world, and whose persistent activities daily help to
translate into actual fact our common vision of the world as it was yesterday into
what it will be tomorrow, The report he submitted this year analyses with vision
and lucidity the merits and shortcomings of the Organization, That can be seen in
his request, for example, that in the face of current challenges, States members of
the Becurity Council fully assume their responsibilities under the Charter.

That can be seen alsc when he suggests measures to improve the quality of the
political process in the General Assembly. It can be seen, finally, when he
defends multilateralism - which, indeed, was central to the concerns he expressed

in his report to the thirty-ninth session.
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The presence of many Heads of State and Government - which has added luster to
this session - attests more than mere words ocould 4o to the osnfidence and hopes
that the entire world has placed in the United Mations and in this commemorstive
session.

Africa hopes that this fortieth session wiil send out a healthy shock wave to
jolt our minds and highlight the true priorities that we face. Above all, Africa
hopes that, after a clear and thorough analysis of the international situation, we

shall take the decisions - all the decisions, even the painful ones - that are $o

necessary.

The United Nations is 40 years old. By making the purposes of the
international Organization peace, freedom and development - that trilogy - the
S8an Francisco Chatrter gave us a set of ideals that have always inspired man's
imagination, nourished his dreams and sustained his aspirations; it is an sbsolute
systes since each purpose is linked to another and to the whole.

The principles in keeping with waich these purposes were to be achieved -
sovereign equality, the implementation in good faith of Members' obligations, the
peaceful settlement of their disputes, non-intervention by the United Nations in
the domestic affairs of States except for the application of enforcemsnt measures
that may be taken when there is a breach of international peace, and so forth -
were the corollaries to the purposes,

The Organization's 40-year record in regard to these purposes and principles
reveals certain undeniable accomsplishments., Several previous speakers have given
their own contrasting assessments of those accomplishments and I would like, with
your permission, to revert only to some aspects of the record.

In the peace-keeping field, having for 40 years preserved mankind from another
world wat, when students of war consider that in 3,400 vears of known and
apprehended human history there have been only 250 years of peace, the United

Nations has undeniably periormed an essential task.
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Let there be no mistake, however., The danger of wider conflicts has not been
oliminated, given the localized clashes and conflicts in the third wocld, and it is
far from being the case that peace is experienced by all.

Indeed, everything proceeds as if the great Powers, having become painfully
sware of their common interest, after two world wars, in preventing generalized
conflicts, had decided to continue to confront each other militarily by shifting
their conflicts to the territory of others and acting through the intermediary of
small and sedium-sized Powers.

Relations of such a kind, even if they 40 spare mankind from atomic
catastrophe, are obwiously cbjectionable and are all the moie to be oondemned since
their only victims are our peoples and our countries whose development efforts can
only have the anticipated results in conditions of peace.

As for the equal rights of peoples and self-determination, the anti-colonial
philosophy conceived, developed and implesentsd by the United Mations has had a
direct influence on the decolonisstion process. EBighty countries or colonial

Perritories have, after all, obtained their independence. lNone the less, for the
precise resson that freedom is the basic aspiration of all peoples without

exception, the continued existence, st the eni of this millenium, of a minority
segregationist system of oppression and domination in the southern part of Africa
under the hateful apartheid régime, and the denial of the Palestinian people‘'s
£ight to self-detersination by a people vhoae history itself exemplifies the
inevitable triumph of just causes, are an affront to the conscience of mankind.

Then, for the achievement of international co-operation, the United Nations
has established a remarksble array of specialized agencies which provide our

Governments with considerable assistance in the cultural, aocial, econcaic and
humanitarian fields., 1In certain respects, the results have even been guite

spectacular. 1 can mention, by way of example, the role of UNESCO in the
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elimination of illiteracy, that of WHO in the eradication of major endemic diseases

throughout the world and that of UNICEP in the protection of children.

¥We have, however, no alternative but to note that, in the development area,
the rise of national egoism and of protectionism, its corollary, inhibits the
spirit of solidarity and generceity in international co-operation and impedes
oc werted action to extricate the world economy from the crisis it is undergoing.

More generally, distrust, established as a matter of doctrine in relations
between rival blocs, has nurtured an arms race that swallows up hundreds of
Fillions of dollars while sn infinitesimal part of such resources could radically
change the economic development prospects of our young and impovetished nations.

Bverything proceeds as if, 40 years after the establishment of the United
Hations, the enthusiasm for a just, interdependent, peaceful and stable
inteznational ocder, to which together we gave definition, seems to have waned and
the sense of having a common interest in preserving peace seems to have been
dtgﬂpond in various oonfrontations.

‘“he collective security system 1aid down by the Charter is constantly
cbetructed, since the normal functioning of the Security Council, the body having
ptimery responsibility for the msintsnance of international peacs and security,
requires as a prerequisite a minimum measure of agreement among the great Powers.

It is rare that the Council manages to take a decision on a question, and even
with regard to such questions as it does decide on - as is tragically the case with
Samibia, but also with the Middle East - it is incapable of implementing its own
decisions.

Thus, although it was created in order to forestall conflicts and prevent
tensions from escalating, the United Nations manages to do no more than strive to
palliate the consequences of such conflicts, rather than being able to tackle their

causes, because of the paralysis of the Security Council.
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Bence, sany are the States that are tempted to ara themselves, sowetimes even
to an extent beyond their meana, ultimately only helping to increase general
insecucity.

in reality, behind the fagade of international msetings and oconcerted planning
that has never in history been as extensive as it is today, the community that we
9o to meke up seems gradually to be resolving itself into each of its nstional
components.

The aixed record of these 40 years requires the rehabilitation of the United
Nations by means of & new awareness - an awvareness, in the first place, of the fact
that no Power can now claim world hegemony, either by foroe or by ideology; an
avareness, also, of the fact that the coexistence of all the Powers, large and
small, is indispensible and that, without a modicum of agreement on the basic
conditions for outr collective survival, States will not be able to solve many of
their political or economic problems; and, finally, an awareness of the danger of
slvays reacting to the problems of the world in terms of confrontation -
particularly the problems of the third world, the origing of which are for the most
part linked more to the ills of underdevelopment than to ideclogical choices.

We call for this new awareness in ocder to emphasize the need to desist from
attitudes and behaviour that lead to tension and insecurity. We do so, also, to
stress the need not to give way to discouragemsent. For neither war nor poverty not
the denial of justice is inevitable, something to which we must resign curselves.
Mankind has in the past given us toc many examples of its ability to meet constant
challenges for us to have any doubts that it will be sble to overcoms those that
beset it today. To do that, mankind need only be guided by the noble ideals and
principles that it established for itself in the United Nations Charter.

Speaking on behalf of Africa, [ now turn to some specific problems to which

Africa attaches special importance.
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Africa is convinoed that the policy of détente will remain devoid of any real

meaning if its geographical area and its scope remain limitad. Peaceful relations
among great Powers are certainly a necessary - indeed, essential - condition for
interncztional peace and security. But those psaceful relations cannot in
themselves guarantee international peace and security; they must be accompanied by
peaceful relations in the third world. That is why there must be a just and
lasting solution, through the application of the principles laid down in the
Charter and reaffirmed in the relevant resolutions of our Organisation, to the
oonflicts in Asia - particularly in Casbodia and Afghanistan. 8imilarly, in
Central America the political settlement of oconflicts must be acoompanied by
tegional guarantees of security and non-interference, in the context of respsct for
State sovereignty.

As for the situation in the Gulf, the international community must persevere

in its efforts to get the leaders of Iran and Iraq to have recoucrse to pesoeful
Ssans to settle the conflict, as advocated by the Organization of the Islasic

Conference, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and the United Nations Chacter.

In the Middle Bast, for 18 years now Arab territories have been occupied and
the Palestinian ; ple - which has seemsd to be pursued at all stages of its
history by a particularly unjust fate - is still homeless. Despite many wars and
many settlement plans, the situation there remains grim and constitutes a constant
threat to internaticnal peace and security. Lebanon is living in the sidst of
chaos, while in the occupied territories of the West Bank and Gaza the resistance
of the people is stifled by massive military repression.

These 18 years have made it abundantly clear to the various parties that
military operations are uselass; they have shown that so long as the Palestinian
tragedy continues there will be no pesce in the Middle Bast. Therefore, it is the
duty of the international cemmnity, and in particular of the Members of our

Organization which have special responsibilities, to do everything to assist the
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parties - all the parties - to negotiate a just and lasting peace on the basis of

the principles and machinery that have already been laid down, and such a peacs
must be achieved through negotiations among all the parties concerned, including
the Palestine Liberation Organiszation. Hence, we émpbasise the need to convene as
soon as possible an international peace conference on the Middle Bast.

I turn now to African political questions, such as Mestern Sahara, Chad and
the Boen of Africa. The Organisation of African Unity, which has demonstrated its
deteraination to deal with those questions in keeping with the letter and spirit of
its constitution, will ocontinue to exert its efforts to ensure the achievement of
the appropriate solutions. I have not dwelt at length on these questions because
they are fully familiar to everyone here. Por Africa today, it is & question of
giving concrete fora to the politicel will that inspires it, by taking
well-thought-out and forthright action in the sppropriate directions.

The overriding question before this session remains the development of the
situation in southern Africa, where the bour for decisions seess finally to have
struck,

Mamibia continues to be illegally occupied by South Africa, despite the United

Mations decision to place that Territory under its own responsibility, There could

be no more arrogant act of defiance than that.

ft is true that the Security Council in its resolution 435 (1978) unanimously
decided on a settlement, on which there was general agreement among the parties
directly concerned and which had the backing of the international comsunity. But
Pretoris, with {ts intransigent attitude of defiance of the United Nations,
persists in seeking to introduce into the peaceful settlement of the Ramibian
problem extranecus and unacceptable considerations that clsarly jecpardize Angola's
sovereignty. What is amore serious, the Socuth African Government is using Namibia

as & springboard for perpetrating aggression against the front-line countries.
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The failure and subsequent break-down of the Western contact group, along with

Pretoria‘s Mxm towards all proposals, clearly show that South Africa has no
intention of withdrawing from Masibia. Moreover, the Pretoria régime, emboldened
by the paralysis of the Security Council, which has been unable to implement a
solution in keeping with international law, has installed in the Territory, through
& so-called multi-party conference, an “intezim government®, which has been
unequivocally rejected by the international community.

Through me, Africa reaffirms that Security Council resolution 433 (1978)
temains the sole framework for the settlement of the question of Namibia. It
remains for the United Mationg to bDring about its complete and unconditional
isplessntation, thus protecting the process of the decolonisation of the Territocy
fzom any attempts to change its character. In this connection, it sbould be
tecalled that Mamibia is in no way a question of East-West relations, as some would
have us believe. It is purely a matter of decolonisation.

In Bouth Africa we see the strangest of paradoxes: the only resaining
nasi-inspired régime in the world - and we should have the courage to recognise
that - it nevertheless enjoys the almost unconditional support of certain
countries, countries which at the sams time proclais themselves to be the tireless
champions of respect for and promotion of human rights. It is because of the
multinational corporations and the support of certain Western countries that the
Republic of South Africa bas been able since 1948 to perpetuate its abominable
régime of apartheid.

The methods and realities of apartheid are well known, and I need not dwell on
them. That comprehensive, impenetrable social and economic system, with its own
internal logic, is fed by a totalitarian ideology. It is the sum of its parts. It

is like a block of granite, which cannot be re-shaped. It must be dynamited from
within,
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The blacks of South Africa understand this, and have now launched a broad
offensive. Disgusted and revolted by such blindness and arrogance, the
international comsunity is conscience stricken and has begun to mobilize to
eradicate the anachronism represented by apartheid at the and of the twentieth
century.

It is proper that at this session commesorating the fortieth anniversary of
the United Mations, our Organization - and in particular the permanent members of
the Security Council - should fully grasp their historic responsibilities under the
Charter. As long ago as ¢ November 1977, by its resolution 418 (1977), the
Security Council, having oondemned the South African Government for its continuance
of the arrogant apartheid system, imposed mandatory sanctions against it under
Chapter VII, confined, unfortunately to the military sphere. On 13 December 1984,

the Security Council unanimously adopted its resolution 558 (1984), which
teaffirmed its resolution 418 (1977).

Africa considers that this is not encugh, that it is too little, even, for the
current situation., That is why on this solemn oécuion, as current Chairman of the
Organization of African Unity (OAU), I am appealing to the intelligence, the
humanity and even the realism of the members of the Security Council to go beyond
Security Council resolution 418 (1977) and adopt comprehensive mandatory eoonomic
sanctions against South Africa. In that context, Africa formally proposes to the
international community that in June 1986 an international oonference be held under
United Nations auspices on the question of sanctions against South Africa.

I wish at this stage to cle.r up some confusion on this problem of sanctions.
Virtually ali Heads of State with whom I have met in southern Africa, along with
the leaders of the liberation movements, are resolved and ready to bear the
consequences of economic sanctions in order to make southern Africa into a zone of

peace, and South Africa into a democratic, multi-racial society.
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We must heed the message of history before it is too late, for the defeat of
the adherents of spartheid is now a certainty. Only the timing remains to be
detersined, The real question is how to hasten the moment. Bvery day that passes,
every additional act of repression, increases the suffering of the oprressed, and
makes a wise solution more difficult to achieve.

I have returned from a journey through southern Africa. I test.fy that I met
men and women who are aware that they are living at a crucial point in the history
of their countries. 1 spoke with the leaders of liberation movements, whe were
lucid and moderate, but unswerving on the rights guaranteed to their pe ples by the
United Nations Charter itself, Por them, the violence of which they are accused by
certain of South Africa‘'s protectors is a by-product of the abominable system of
apartheid. History will record that apartheid alone is responsible for the deaths
in Sharpeville and Soweto and for the fate of Nelson Mandela and hiz comrades in
arms, languishing in Sotha's gaols. Over and above the combat imposed on them by
the apartheid régime, those leaders have a clear vision of post-apartheid South
African society, a multi-racial, egalitarien and democratic society guaranteeing
freedom and justice for all.

Their point of view - which is also our point of visw -~ is that it is possible
to save South Africa and the rest of Africas from & racial and political explosion
with unpredictable consequences. But that necessarily involves the establishment
of a true climate of dialogue, which requires among other preconditions: the
release of Nelson Mandela and the other political prisoners; the lifting of the
state of emergency; and the repeal of repressive laws against anti-apactheid
political and social groups. It also requires a commitment to frank, fair
negotiations betwsen the Pretoria authori.ies and the legitimate representatives of

liberation movements and the South African patriotic forces,
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I wish now to turn to econcmic matters and the msin conclusions in this area

of the twenty-first conference of Heads of State or Government of the OAU. I have
sade a lengthy analysis of all thesc problems. That analysis is well known, but it
is as well to recall it, in order to underline the facts.

In determining to make peace prevail by law, the founding fathers of the
United Mations also undertook "to promote social progress and better standards of
life in larger freedom”. The multilateral institutions established 40 years ago
were the expression of a bold vision of what kind of international co-operation was
needed in order to ensure the future, pesce and harmonious development of the world
economy .

Nowever, while United Wations action has enabled mankind to survive, it has
not suoceeded in enhancing the quality of 1ife for the majority of men, In other
words, our Organization Bas beent able to accept the chsllenge of bringing the
countzies of the third world into being, but it has failed to meet that of their
increased well-being. 1In fact, obliged to cut back on their development efforts
because of the combined effects of the collapse in the prices of the commodities
that they export and the increasing cost of the industriasl products they isport,
sost of the developing countries have experienced an appreciable reduction in
per capita incoms and soms are on the brink of economic collapse, with disastrous
consequences for the economic and social progress of their peoples,

The factors that have helped aggravate their situation and dbring on
stagnation, and even a perceptible drop in production, are now well known. They
are, principally, the drop in the real value of official development assistance,
monetary instability with fluctuations in rates of exchange and the high level of
interest rates, the unremitting dsterioration in the terms of trade, the almost
complete disintegration of the multilateral trade system and the inflexibility of

the lending policies of the financial institutions.
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But the pressnt orisis is essentially tooted in the fundamental structural
imbalances of the world economic system. It was isbued with that conviction that
the Sixth Conference of Beads of State or Govermment of Non-Aligned Countries, held
at Havana in September 1979, took the important decision to invite the
international community to lsunch a new round of global negotiations on
international economic co~operation for development, a decision that was to be
endorsed by the United Nations General Assembly in its resolution 34/138.

Unfortunately, the Morth~South dialogue has become bogged down and is in a
state of total deadlook in all the forums of the United Nations system. Some
countries have even done their utmost to set the organisations of the systes
against each other, as if deliberations on international trade, industrialisation
or finance, for example within UNCTAD or UNIDO, encroached on the sphere of
compatence of GATT or the International Monetary Pund. 1In ceslity, however, the
activities of all these organisations are complementary end closely interrelated.
Such m:umi serely give expression to thess countries' increasingly flaunted
distrust of sultilaterslism and their undeniable relegation of the basic problems
of undsrdevelopment to a status of secondary importance among their concerns.

We, for our part, are firmly convinced that the global negotjiations continue
to be the most important and most comprehensive initiative ever taken by the
international community for the regulation of intetnational economic relations, the
resumption of the process of developing the economies of the developing countries,
particularly those in Africa, and the strengthening of multilateral economic
co~opetation on the basis of mutual respect.

Despite its enormous potential, Africa has certainly been the region most
severely affected by the economic recession.

For reasons of geography and history, our continent has the sad privilege of
holding, according to all economic indicators, a whole array of negative records.

It has the greatest concentrations of refugees and displaced personsg: one half of
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the land-locked countries) three guarters of the least advanced and most affected
countries; the lowest literacy rates the lowest level of development, with
70 per cent of the population near or below the threshold of absolute povertys and
endenic and unn-i‘tung drought and desertification.

The alarming growth in the number of African LDCs in the course of the last
few years and the negligible share of Africa as a whole in the world economy,
particularly in agricultural and industrial production and in ianternational trade
in manufactured goods, are bringing about a process of the gradual marginalisation
of our oontinent.

The heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity, awere
of the qnﬂt_y of the situation, dedicated the greater part of their twenty-first
Assembly, held at Addis Ababs from 18 to 20 July 1983, to an in-depth study of the
sconomic ccisis in Africa. In doing so, they focused their discussions primsrily
on a priority programme, to be implemented within the next five ysars, which should
make it possible to lay the foundations for luads_r growth and domestically~based,
self-sustaining development at the national, regional and continsntal levels.

The programme u-h the most urgent problems created by ambiguous and
sometimes brutal realities. wWithout claiming to provide miracle cures, it
highlights vital points and indicates the extent and difficulty of our tasks. It
also shows a great sense of responsibility.

The programme comprises five neasures: acclerated implementation of the
updated Lagos Plan of Action and Lagos Pinal Act; improvement of the food situation
and the rehabilitation of African agriculture; mitigation of the burden of Africa's
extarnal debt; elaboration of a platform for common action at the subregional,
tegional, continental and international levels; and, last but not least, action to
counter the effects of South Africa‘'s policy of destabilization on the economies of

the States of southern africa.
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Africa is fully aware that its econasic recovery is primarily its own

tesponsibility, and that this task is largely dependent on the efforts and
saccifices of the African ocountries, but the scale of the crisis and the magnitude
of the resources needed to rehabilitate our economies demand that the international
community support our efforts. The response of the international community, which
I thank on behalf of Africa, has been positive in many aspects, particularly as
reqgards seeting immediate needs for survival. Bowever, the task is enormous and
the situation is such that much still remains to be done. The fact is that the
problem must be attacked at its roots.

That is wvhy, given wvhat we may now regard as the awakening of the
international community to the serious problems of Africa, but also given the
scattered approsch to the problem: I appeal on behalf of the Heads of State and
Government of the OAU that a specisl session of the General Assembly on the
critical econcmic situation in Africa should be convened in the first quarter of
1986, That mesting could offer an opportunity to consider the problems as a whole,
as well as their interrelationship, to evaluate what has been achieved and to
mobilise all the industrialized countries, the multilateral financial institutions
and the entire international community through an integrated approach and
co~ordinated action, to make a proper effort to contribute to the continent's
economic recovery.

The spectacular growth in the volume of Africa's external debt and the
increasing burden of servicing that debt were another source of great concern at
the twenty-first Assembly of Heads of State and Governaent of OAU.

According to information provided by the relevant monetary institutions,
Africa‘s total debt will reach $172 billion in 1985. The World Bank considers
that, for the 1982 official guaranteed debt alone, without taking acoount of new

loans contracted since or of private debts, together with paymente made to the
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International Monetary Pund, the ccuntries of sub~Saharan Africa will have to pay
$11.6 billion a year from 1985 to 1987 for debt servicing alone.

The continually growing burden of interest rates, which have increased from
4.2 per cent in 1971 to 10.1 per cent in 1981, is today resching its peak and
forces us to borrow in order to pay for debt servicing, thereby compromising any
prospect for the development of ocountries immersed i{n stagnation or even
recession.

Despite the present situation, the Neads of State and Government of the OAU
recognised that the external debt is an obligation assumed by our ocountries and
that they must honour it. But the negative development of the international
sconomic situation has put Africa in the paradoxical position of being the least
advanced ocontinent, faced with the most Lasic development needs, and at the same
time a net contributor of financial resources to the developed countries. That
state of sffairs cannot continue without irreversibly compromising the recovery of
an entire continent, and this is why we are trying to propose that the root of the
probiem should be attscked.

80 far the only asction taken has been to negotiate the rascheduling of the
debt, according to its terms, within the framework of the Paris Club or the London
Club., BHowever, while it is true that rescheduling gives temporary crelief, it is
only a palliative, which increases the medium-ters burdens on our budgets.
Moreover, the rescheduling covers a period that is too short for our liking.

You will agree with me, then, that it is time to f£ind a more effective remedy
by mobilizing all of our forces for concerted action, which might centre on the
following objectives:

Implementation of the provisions of paragraph 17 of the Declaration on the
Critical Beconamic Situation in Africa, annexed to resolutich 39/29 adopted by the

United Nations General Agsembly a. its thirty-ninth seasion, That parasgraph
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recommends total or partial conversion of official development assistance debts
into grants;

Replacement of successive adjustments of the debt by a long-term overall
adjustment, including appreciably longer maturitiec and grace periods;

Restziction of amounts allocated to debt-servicing to levels compatible with
our development needs;

Obtaining from the developed countries additional capital flows, in which
regard, the efforts of the World Bank to establish a special assistance fund for
the African oountries deserve our firm support.

And here I should like to make the following specific proposal. Africa,
through me, is proposing concerted, in-depth, serious action to make detailed
preparations to hold an international conference on the sxternal debt of the
African countries. This conference would enable international creditors and
African borrowers to discuss the African external debdt in order to agree, as &
satter of urgency, on short-term, medium~tera and long-term measures. The proposal
is part of a comprehensive initiative and is a step tovards finding an overall
solution to the burning question of third world debt.

1 shall say no more about economic matters, but hope that at special session
of the General Assembly on the critical economic situation in Africa and the
international conference on the external debts of the African countries I shall
have an opportunity to revert in more detail to our priority programme.

1 shall now sum up and conclude.

Our world, shaken by terrible convulsions, gives rise to events that cause
clashes and developments that our consciences £ind unbearable. The future coexists
with archaic attitudes and the most atrocious barbarism. In fact, at a time when
men are flying in space, repairing and retrieving satellites, in South Africa
policemen armed with whips are uetting dogs on innocent children and shooting

defaenceless people on sight.
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How much uncectainty there is! !ot that uncertainty, which boggles the minds
of most people in this troubled twilight of the twentieth century, may be fruitful
if it increases the feeling of .:uponcibutty that everyone now has for the future
of the world,

At this, the end of the millennium, uncertainty about mankind‘'s future has
assumed a completely new aspect, in that it is felt throughout the world. Indeed,
everyons is starting to feel that he is not alone in facing the challenges before
us, that other peopls are facing them, too - peopls of other cultures, driven by
other convictions, but people who, like him, aspire to greater justice and
fraternity.

In other words, mankind possesses in its very diversity the kay to meet the
challenges of our times. The will exists, but it is scattered, uneven and
hesicant, We must unit our will into a single blueprint for the futurs, where the
common future of man will prevail over the individual interests that tear our world
asunder today,

To speak of the blucprint for the future means spesking of youth, the fountain
of our hopes, youth whose thirst for ideals is reflected throughout the world by
greater confusion.

It is appropriate to stress that International Youth Year has a special
importance for us Africans. 1In our view, it has a dual significance.

Celebrating International Youth Year is, in a way, tantamount to g~“ting loose
the extraordinary energy of young people sc as to enable them to participate fully
in and contribute positively to the shaping of mankind‘'s future, which is that of
the rising generations.

It also provides an opportunity to channel and direct the enthusiasa and

creative spirit of young people into the noble task of nation bulilding.
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Participation, development, peace; it is a theme that clearly indicates the
sanner in vhich activities and projects aimed at young people should be formulated
and directed.

Is not this judicious choice of theme a call on the conscience of all nations,
great and small, in order to turn their attention to youth and mobilize their
efforts for it? Youth represents, as well as a hope, an objective reality of our
time, finding particular expression in its growing demographic and socio-economic
weight in contemporary society.

For its part, in any event, Africa, true to the choices it has made, will
oontinue, as in the past, to make its contribution to the eastablishment of a
propitious climats for the strengthening of international co-cpetation and to
support all United Mations initiatives to promote mutual understanding among young
people for the achievement of the ideals of human solidarity and dedication to the
goals of development, progress and pesce in the world.

On this fortisth amniversary of our universal Organization, we have a solesn
obligation to seek and to f£ind together, through common, bold, thorough
consideration, ways and mesns to enhance the role of the United Nations. We must
combine our efforts to enable the United Nations to carry out properly its special
role in promoting peace, justice, freedom and progress for all mankind. Por the
international community, because of the many challenges it faces, is more than ever
condemned to solidarity and unity, like the characters in Sartre's play Huis clos.

The United Nations is for us all an irreplaceable tool for achieving the
higher goals of mankind, which are a world of peace, in which man will develop in
freedom and equality. We must believe in this Utopia of higher goals so that we
are inspired and, as in Georges Sorel's myth, the mere mention of it arouses

constantly renewed fervour and faith.
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T appeal for this fervour, for this almost mythical faith in this Organization

and I reaffira the confidence that eternal Africa, mote committed than ever, places
in this Assembly.

Nr. Abdou Diouf, President of the Republic of Senegal, was escorted from the
LOStrum.

The PRESIDEWF (interpretation from Spanish): The Assembly will now hear

s statement by the President of the Eungarian Pecple's Republic, His Excellency,
Nz, Pal Losoncsi.

Mr. Pal Losoncsi (President of the rian le's 1ic) was escorted
to the rostrum.

President LOSONCII (Nungarian Pecple's Republic) (spoke in Bungarian;

Bnglish text furnished by the delegation): When, on 24 October 1945, the Chartsr
of the United Wations came into fotce, all pecples, including the Bungarian natiom,
which went through the ordeal of the terrible Second World War, unlesshed by
fascism, deeply believed that at last a responsible world body of the community of
nations, with i{ts fundamental law, had come into being, a world body which was
willing and able to fulfil the legitimate aspirations to lasting peace of suffering
mankind, In the light of the cruel experiences of the Beocond World War, we
Bungarians alsoc attached and continue to attach historic significance to the
decision to establish the United Nations and tc 1ke collective measures for the
maintenance of international peace and security and the prevention of a nev world
war pregnant wih catastrophic consequences. At the moment of its liberation
Hungary officially expressed its agreement with those purposes, and it continues to
lock on the world Organization as an irreplaceable institution of international
peace, security and co~operation,

Pour decades is not a long time on the scale of history, but today a ditfefont
yardstick is used for the measurement of historical epochs also. During its

40 years of existence the United Nations has grown into a really universal
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Ocganisation in our capidly changing vorld and has seen the number of its Mewber

States trebled. As a sign of fundamental changes that have taken place on our
globa, it has been joined by newly independent States which had once lived in
colonial bondage and had gained national indspendence by making use of the
possibilities created by the emergent pattern of international conditions. It is
gratifying to note on thu'minzmy that the struggle of these peoples for
libetation vas greatly assisted by numerous Member States of the United Nations and
by the political and moral support of the wocld Organisation itself.

We can all gauge what we have gained from the activities of the United Mations
and its specialized agencies by the fact that they have come to cover nearly all
fields of relations - political, economic, scientific, cultuzal, social and husén
tights ~ between Member States. The world Organizetion is a forua at which the
different States cannot only set out their views and positions but also try to find
S common denominator for action t0 solve the problems and crises of our planet. It
is a fact that during the past four decades the United Mations has provided a
framework and a possibility for achieving quite a few results and has given
encouragement to efforts to solve international problems or at least to find wvays
and means of tackling them,

I am oonvinced that over the past 40 years the Unitsd Nations, has, despite
its problems, which we all know sbout, has, given proof of its vitality. It is s
mature Organization, full of vigour, which has demonstrated its ability to make a
ussful contribution to dealing with the disquieting problems of our age and

bringing about a creative international atmosphere in our complex world, fraught

with tensions.

The General Assembly continues to be eeized of problems of vital importance to
mankind as a whole. There are no greater tasks for us as responsible statesmen of
the world, here in the United Nations, ss elsewhere, than curb the arms race,

develop co-operation among States, elaborate a new international economic order on
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& just basis, co-ordinate the atruggle against gpartheid and ensuce chservance of
buman rights and fundamental freedoms, to mention but a few of the pressing
ooncerns of mankind,

Yov that ve are celebrating and commsmorating, we must not forget focr a single
moment the common cbligation we undertook in these matters when we joined the ranks
of signatories of the Charter. I think that the very fact that such a great number
of Beads of State or Government and politicians of great authority have assembled
in this Nall to reaffira their faith in the United Nations and the provisions of
its Charter pcovides added evidence of the raiscom d°'8tre of the world Organisation
and the necessity of securing its future. Let us have confidenoce that all
comntries will translate those words of commitment into deeds for the benefit of
sankind.

Yor known and regrettable ressons, my country, the Nungarian People's
Republic, was admitted to the famnily of the United Mations just 30 years ago, as
many as 10 years after the founding of the world Organisation. On this double
anniversaty, we feel ve are a respected, equal and ~ perhaps it is not immodest to
say this - useful Member of the Organisation,

The United Mations makes it possible for Hungary to take an active part in the
consideration of all the items and questions on the agends and in the elaboc.tion
and adoption of decisions, and we do make use of this possibility. It follows from
our pricipled policy that we are not a passive spectator of the world's political,
social and sconomic developments but that we state our position and try as best we
can to strengthen the spirit of negotiations.

The Hungarian People's Republic considers that the sultilateral exchange of
views in the United Nations and the domain of bilateral relations are equally
important and indispensable elements of international dialogue, and it is
determined to try, in the United Nations too, to promote, by the means at its

disposal, the establishment of a healthier international atmosphere and a safer
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world. I believe that to do 80 is the honour and duty of all States small and

lazge, vhatever their social systems, internsl occders and forms of governmsnt.

Maturally, we entertain no illusions, for knowledge of realities is the key to
realistic politics. Even the United Mations is unsble to solve, from one moment to
another, the painful and pressing problems besetting the peoples of the world - not
even the most outstanding ones. But we are convinced that by the will of
Governments our Organisation can reserve for itself a greater role than it is
playing at present in steering a positive course of international processes and
relations. It is our endeavour to see the world Organisation have wider scope for
action in this field and be able to fulfil its lofty mission as effectively as
possible.

With its broad and balanced foreign-policy activity fully endorsed by its
people, the Bungarian People’s Mepublic is seeking, in conformity with the
interests of the country and its people, to ensure its national indegendence and
social development and to contribute to responsible effo. .. for the survival and
Progress of mankind. We have reaffirmed this endeavour time and again, and I wish
to emphasise it in this forum too.

In acoordance with the still valid principles and purposes enshrined in the
Charter, and acting in co-operation with our allies, we shall continue to make
efforts to maintain dialogue between countries with different social systems, to
extend international co~operation, to seek ways and means of achieving a political
solution to hotbeds of crisis and to strengthen the spirit and practice of peaceful
coexistence.

Experience cannot but show every sober-minded politician that, on & long-teram
basis, restrictions and discrimination, and especially force, are a mistaken path
unlikely to be conducive to the settlement of problems faced by individual
countries, regions or even the worlé at large. It is our conviction that mankind

has no acceptable alternative to the cultivation and expansion of international
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relations, unconditional respect for national sovereignty, oco-uperation based on

mutual benefit and the negotiated settlement of problems and disputes. Necognition
and scceptance of that reality and appropriate action on that basis are, in the
last analysis, the fundamental conditions of existence. This awareness is
reflected in our relations with the countries of Burope and other continents and is
apparent in every foreign-policy action we take. In good conscience we acoept the
cotcesponding judgement of the world,

The pest decades have sbounded in crises and armed conflicts, but iuckily the
generations that have been born and have grown up in the last 40 years have not had
to live through the devastation of a world war. I can say on behalf of the
Bungarian people, whoss centuries-old sufferings and faith in the future are
expressed in passionate words in its national anthes, that we should like to see
not only the peoples of Rurope but those of the entire world living in lasting
pesce. It is therefore necessary to reach a dscisive breakthrough in ditarmemsnt,
which is the question of guestions.

The arms race, which now thresatens even cuter space, has gone beyond every
limit the human mind can soberly conceive of. The appearance Of every new weapons
systes adds to insecurity and to the danger of sankind‘s complete annihilation,
which need not be proved, given the welter of relevant facts and figures and
scientific arguments known to the world.

Recent years have also seen a series of comprehensive and partial initiatives
by the socialist part of the world to promote the limitation of nuclear and
conventional weapons and to reduce military confrontation to the lowest possible
level in consistent observance of the principle of equal security. The latest
initiatives of the Soviet Union, including those presented here in this Assembly
Hall, are of utmost importance in this respect and have our fullest support.

We hope that thosSe proposals, imbued with a sober approach, will mset with a

reasonable responge from, and similar action by, the other side.
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We are concerned to see that the significant influence and impact exercised on

the course of world politics by extremist circles striving for coufrontaticn and
the aggravation of orisis situations signals a strengthening of unfavourable
tendencies in our time. 1In this connection, too, the relationship between the
Soviet Union and the United States of America is of decisive importance :in the
systes of international relations. It is therefore only natural that, in common
with others, the Hungarian Government is hopefully looking facward to the
Soviet-American summit in November, the participants in which the international
community expects to display no small measure of responsibility.

We are firaly convinoced that the only visble way for the world is that of
reinforcing every possible slement of the course of détente, eliminating tle
existing hotbeds of crisis, preventing the emsrgence of new conflicts, clesring the
internationsl stmosphere and establishing creative co-operation based on
oconfidence. The organs of the United Mations, all possible international forums
and all forms of bilateral and multilateral contacts should be used to advance
these ends. |

Allov ms from this rostrum to assure the United Mations and its
Sscretary~General, wvho enjoys high esteem in my country, of Hungary's suppott in
this endesvour. I am confident that the fortieth commemorative session of the
General Assembly will carry on its work in a constructive and forvard-oriented
spirit and that it will take effective steps towards halting the arms race,
strengthening co-operation and enhancing international peace and security. The
Hungarian People's Republic wishes to contribute its share to this pursuit and will

also act accordingly in the future.

Mr. Pal Losoncii, President of the Hungarjan People'‘s Republic, was escorted

from the rostrum.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The Assesbly will next hear

a statement by the President of the Lebanese Republic, His Excellency
Shiekh Amine Gunyo_l..

Shiekh Aaine Gemayel, President of the Lebanese Republic, was escorted to the

rostrum.

President GEMAYRL (Lebanon) (interpretation from Arabic): It is an
auspicious oocasion for me to participate today in this celebration marking the
fortieth anniversary of the foundation of the United Mations. I am pleased to
address you on behalf of Lebanon, a country whose privilege it was to oontribute to
the creation of this Organization devoted both to the establishment of wocrld peace
and to the self-detersination of all peoples of the world.

As a founding Nember of this Organization, sy country was committed to promote
and uphold faithfully its principles and to partricipate actively in its worthwhile
endeavours. After gaining its independence in 1943, Labanon signed the United
Mations Charter and, for reasons both national and political, has never ceased to
serve its cause., It is a source of great pride for us that Lebanon also made a
profound contribution to the crestion of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
in 1948, a Declaration that has become a guiding light for the peoples of the world
in their struggle for freedom, justice and peace.

I would like to seize this opportune moment to express appreciation for the
assiduous efforts exerted by the Secretary-General, Mz, Perez de Cuellar, together
with his assistants, in developing the activities of the world Organization in a
manner which has strengthened its ability to fulfil its role in a variety of
different fields,

It is also an occasion on which 1 express my heartiest congratulations to you,
Mr. President, on your election to the highest office of the General Assembly,

hoping that your election will be a propitious omen for the whole world to recover
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every lost peace, to vindicate every violated right and to reassure all who thirst

for justice, freedom and dignity.

Although we are at present suffering the ravages of war, we must not forget
those nations that have willingly enlisted to serve the cause of peace in my
country and which have endured severe hardships in this service. I particularly
wish to cite the countries now participating in the United Nations Interim Force in
Lebanon (UMIPIL). In the name of every Lebancse citizen I wish to convey our
sincerest gratitude to every member in that force, for they have indeed been a
living example of solidarity among the nations of the world.

Megrettably, their contribution has even reached the point of suprese
sacrifice: soms of these youny men lie buried in the soil of sy country, a country
they have loved and which, until that fateful event that claimed their lives,
recipcocated that love. May vwe never forget them and the enduring wound left in
the hearts of their dear families.

Should I choose to document the varm appreciation which the Lebanese people
felt for the men of UMIPIL, I would need only refer to that remarkable and moving
public expression on the part of our villagers in the south of Lebanon when they
appealed to one of the UNIPIL contingents not to withdraw or curtail its valuable
services, of which Lebanon stands in dire need,

In the course of the life of the United Nations Lebanon has never hesitated to
champion the just causes of freedom and peace. Lebanon considers itself concerned
with all just causes wherever they may be and, in particular, within neighbouring
countries where the rights of the Palestinian people have been suspended for
decades, Although Lebanon has been suffering on account of the violation of its
own rights, it cannot overlook the sanctity that attaches to all such rights. When
one suffers protracted !{-.justice one naturally becomes more sensitive to the
injustice that touches others. PFor that reason my country anxiously reaches cut to

this international Organization to urge it to seek the implementation of ita own
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tesolutions and to discover a formula that can ensure the full participation of all

the parties conocerned in the creation of a just and enduring peace.

Lebanon also looks with great concern upon the events of the lrag-Iran war for
reasons that go beyond the attrition that war is causing those two combattants.
That war not only threatens the security of the entire Gulf region, but also
undeniably poses a threat to world peace.

We hope that the prospective suamit meeting between the leaders of the two
super-Powers will usher in a relaxation of tension in the Middle Bast and
overywhere else. The upsurge of viol.gnoo in wbi v, unfortunately, my country has
become involved is 80 virulent and powerful that it cannot easily be contained.

NMow it is begirning to envelop the entire world.

In the modern age these fires of tension, disordes and tesrorism cannot be
prevented from spreading, and therefore the security of the Middle Bast region is
integral to the security of the world as a whole.

I 40 not think that there is anyone who is either unaware or ignorant of the
causes of the war in Lebanon and against Lebanon. After 10 years of strife
exacerbated by the use of sophisticated destructive wsaponry, who could believe
that this war is the work of the Lebanese alone?

Lebanon was initially forosd into the wvar as a result of being forcibly linked
to the Middle Bast crisis, and of reckless adventurism on its soil and intervention
by foreign Powers. Those Powers profited from the climate of democracy and freedos
which prevailed in Lebanon., The country was thus sought as a rtefuge by all those
who harboured ulterior motives or desired to promote regional or international
interests, And the misdeeds of others were to be paid for by the lives of our
oountry‘s sons and daughters,

Concomitant with the manipulation of that climate of freedom came another
manipulation aimed at destroying Lebanon's unique social and economic structure,

which had been an impressive model of coexistence. With the intensification of
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foreign strife within its boundaries, the country was transformed into a quagmire
of international, regional and Arab contradictions. Thus, heavy and sophisticated
armaments poured into the country from every direction to such an extent that the
value of those arms enceeded many times over the amount the State could spend in
support of its owm legitimate forces. I need not mention the other means of terrot
employed to commit murder and to engender destruction.

It is therefore understandable that those who would lose the most if peace
were to prevail and if Lebanon were to be restored to its former well-being and
stability are the very ones who are benefiting from the current situation, at once
strangs and horrible. It also follows that the perpetuation of this condition wi.l
inexocably lead to greater confusion and upheaval, severely affecting a widening
¢ircle of humn lives.

Sowever, 1 can assure the Assesbly that despite this extresme ordeal, the pulse
of Lebanon is still beating with vibrant 1ife. Those who imegined that Lebanon vas
finished as a State, as a homeland and as a people are, I believe, now beginaing to
realise that the dynamic Zorce of life in my country is mote powerful than th
emighty agents of death and extinction. How can I mike tangible the manner in
which the Lebanese have relentlessly risen from undecrneath the charred rubble, out
of the dark swoke and the 4in of battle, with grester resclve and more intense
determination? Despite the magnitude of Lebanon's military, political and economic
tragedy, which places enormous pressure on its people, Lebanon has not given up.
1ts faith remains unshaken and it continues to find in its ordeal a source of

reneved perseverance and fortitude, in complete defiance of the awesome forces of

disintegration.

The Lebanese have persevered in their strong faith in Lebanon and in the
principles of unity and independence. Not one voice has been raised on behalf of
partition, secession or the abandonment of our homeland. Rather, whenever the

opportunity arose to cross from one part of the capital to the othar, the Lebanese
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on both sides took the tisk of orossing ovar despits the dangers of sheiling and

saiping.

Suffios it to say that statistics put the nusber of those who pass between the
two areas daily at around 89,000 Lebanese, out of 500,000 residents in the capital,
Beirut. The Lebanese have proved their will to life and their determination to
survive in fieedom and in an independent sovereign country, s country which has
shown it's prodigious capacity tc defy danger, to defy fate. Lebanon hac fought
destruction with construction, and material power with the power of faith, clinging
steadfastly to its rights in the face of tragedy and catastrophe in ocrder to secure
its future and its peace.

A people demonstrating such qualities deserves every possible support from
friendly and pesace-loving people in view of the human values and acousulated
Cultural heritage it tepresents. MNow that opportunities on a national scale seem
more promising than ever before, this country dsserves every effective effort to
save it, All parties, particularly the oowmbatants, are taking positive steps
forvard on the path of dialogue, mutual understanding and reconciliation. Those
steps began at the conferences held in Gensava and Lausanne and they will continue
until our mission is achieved.

Our neighboutr Syris has devoted its closest attention to the Lebanese
situation. Our two countries possess many historical and cultural links and are
bound together by the strongest of ties. We earnestly hope to receive the
assistance of the international Organization and of all our friendly nefghbouring
nations in order to restore our country to complete unity, independence and
sovereignty over all {ts territory.

Indeed, Lebanon i3 not a temporary and transient entity. It has a venetable
past, especially in the practice of constitutional law, 1ts modern constitution,
framgd in 1926, i3 in fact one of the oldest modern constitutions in the area,

moreover it represents the maintenance of a constitutional legacy scretching back
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many centuriss. TRat fact has permitted Lebanon to endurs until very recently as

an international cultural and economic centre.

Fhe Lebanese State is a Btate of iaw, This is what it has alvays been and
this is what the Lebanese want it to remain. It is for that reason that the
Lebanese are preparing to formulate a nev coastitution, more appropriate to the
changes in their situation and more responsive to the principles of freedom,
justice and equality of opportunity. 1 am confident that they will reach their
goal in the nesr future, avay from the din of battle and the clash of arms.

I can confirm that the Lebanese have now reached agreement on those matters
over which they dissjreed in the past. The experience of the last 10 years has
served to strengthen their mettle, their feelings of belonging and being committed
to & united Lebanon, an Arab Lebanon, a Lebanon open to the world and concerned
with the issues that affect it.

It may bs correct to say that the domestic aspect of the Lebanese question is
almost resolved, What remains, of course, is the foreign aspect. We shall need
your help in this endeavour. Of primary concern is the implementation of those
tesolutions already adopted by the United Nations, especially the ones calling tor
the total withdrawal of Istaeli forces from all Lebanese territory. I fervently
urge you from this rostrua to ensure the implementation of resolutions 425 (1978),
508 (1982) and 509 (1982)., This is long overdue; their non-implementation has
preventesd the Lebanese State from reimposing its authority over all its territory.

Owing to the procrastination in the implementation of those resolutions, our
people in the south have been forced to adopt armed resistance as a means to ensure
their freedom. They have sacrificed many liuves and much property at the altar of
martyrdom, and on this occasion I express to them my respect, admiration and

appreciation,
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Those sacrifices deserve a response by the international conscience to the

rightful demands of Lebanon, which have been repeatedly recognised by the
international Organization. Help us to overcome the problems resulting from the
war. 1t was not our war, but Lebanon has paid dearly for it ~ in terms of its
prosperity, its economic and social conditions, and the fruits of its labours over
scores of years. I appeal to the United Nations and its specialized agencies to
extend assistance to my people by looking after refugees, comforting those
afflicted by disaster and healing the wounds of the injured. We have suffered such
a catastrophe that Lebanon cannot overcame it on its own,

Although Lebanon is a small country, it possessas a great heritage justifying
its permanence. My country has been in the forefront of those who respect human
rights and of those who defend thea in international organiszations, including this
one; we have been at the forefront of those who defend the rights of oppressed
peoples still under the yoke of cocupation. My countty has defended the rights of
those who have been the victims of cruelty, and injustice and nacrow
self-interests. It behoves Lebanon, therefore, to defend its own cause from this
rostrum and to emphasize its right to exist, its rights over its land, its
sovereignty, its freedom and its legality and, finally, the rights of all its
children who have been forced out of their homes and have become refugees in their
own land.

We are not begging for these rights; we are not begging for peace. Rather, we
seek a peace which we hope will be established on firm and enduring foundations, a
peace that will make possible continued stability and prevent any attempts at
explosions..

The Assembly will note with me that the aim of the wars that buffeted Lebanon
was to destroy it. But Lebanon persevered, The wars were aimed at forcing defeat

and capitulation on the Lebanese people, But our people 4id not capitulate; they



M40/ .02
10/30:42

- (Prasident Gemayel)
were not defeated. Lebanon is still there. It has achieved the miracle of
survival and it deserves the dignity of life.
On behalf of Lsbanon I salute you. On behalf of Lebanon I declare that
Lebanon will survive at the crossroads of land and history. It will be living
testimony to right, justice, liberty and the dignity of man.

Sheith Anine Gemayel, President of the Lebanese Republic, was escorted from

the rostrum.

The PRESIDEWF (interpretation from Spanish): The Assesbly will now hear
a statement by the Head of State of the Kingdom of Lesotho, His Majesty

Motlotlehi King Moshoeshoe II.

His liqgg Motlotlehi lim Boshosshoe II, Head of State of the Kingdom of
Lesotbo, wes secocted to the rostrum.

Eing MOSHORSHOR 1I: Mx. President, ve extend to you and to the members
of this Assembly fratarnal greetings from the Xingdom of Lesotho. In doing 80, we
take the opportunity to offer you our waram congratulations upon your assumption of
the presidency of this fortieth session of the United Nations General Assembly. We
wish to pay a special tritute to your predecessor, Ambassador Paul Lusska, who
discharged his duties as President of the thirty-ninth session of the General
Assembly with distinction.

As vwe meet here, during this :scial session marking the fortieth anniversary
of the United Nations, we should all feel duty bound to express deep gratitude to
the founding fathers of this body for their vision in having left for humanity a
legacy which, over these many years, has been its best guarantee for continued
survival, Despite its imperfections, the United Nations Charter remains, after
40 years, the primary document of fnternational relations.

It is 2 manjifest result of the Charter's nbjectives in favour of international
peace, freedom and social progress that there has been no world war gince this

hisgtoric document was signed in San Prancisco in June 1945. ‘The absence Of war not
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only is a favourable condition for the progress of all peoples but to us, the

smaller and weaker nations, is also a guarantee against the hegemonistic tendencies
of the bigger and stronger ones that have usad conditions of war to advance their
designs for domination.

By the same token, it is through the instrumentality of the United Mations
that the process of decolonisation was spseded up and the majority of the nations
of the world granted political independence. It remains our hope that through the
same instrument the few remaining pockets of oppression, such as in Namibia and {n
South Africa, can be destroyed,

Similarly, the world community, particularly the underprivileged pecples, have
benefitted tremenZdously under various assistance programmes channelled through the
specialized agencies of the United Nations. My own country is a bensficiacy of
such assistance through those sgencies, and I wish to pay a tribute to the role the
agencies have played in support of our national development efforcs,

While taking pride in the various achievements of the United Nations, we
should also remain conscious of the lack of success with which it has met in many
other areas of its activity, In &oing so we have to ask ourselves whether the
United Nations is inherently incapable of solving these problems or whether
obstacles are being placed in its way to prevent its functioning correctly. There
may be some inherent problems with regard to which, I trust, the Secretary-General
and his staff will be halped tc do their utmost to evelve solutions to avoid the
ineffectiveness of the past, but the broader problem lies in the obstacles which
ate deliberately placed in the way of this Organization to prevent it fulfilling
all its tesks and living up to all its obligations.

Paramount among those obstacles is, in our view, the use of the veto power.

It seems to us that all too frequently the veto iz used by some Powerg to promote
their own self-interest at the expense of the interests of the majority of Member

States. Contrary to the basic founding principles of thie Orgenize*ion - an
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Organisation of independent and equal States - the veto power is being used to

sanipulate the Organisation and turn it into an ozganization of satellite States
which must comply with the whims of their super-State principals.

It is largely because of the threat of the use of the veto that the United
Mations has not yet been able to resolve the question of Wamibia's independence.
While the psople of that country are toiling and languishing under the yoke of
foreign domination and interference, some Memi rs of this world body are clinging
rigidly to positions of self-interest, be they political or economic. Yet some of
those Members are the most vocal on the issues of democratic philosophy and human
rights, Thus, it seems, the concepts of democracy and human rights are selective
and cease to be applicable when the selfish interests of scme Powers are at stake.

That selective application of the concepts of democracy and human rights also
vitiates the situation in South Africa. Por too long a time now humanity has been
vexed with the problem of the racial exploitation and oppression in that country,
But due to the economic and political self-interest of some of those with veto
power in the United Wations this body has vacilated in indecision and has taken no
meaningful action to this day, when that troubled country has been plunged into an
unprecedented racial conflagration.

The same approach characterises the conduct of those countries with regard to
the specialized agencies. It is regrettable that the United Rations agencies
should be accused of politicization, when all they are doing is going by the wishes
of the majority, something which should be acceptable to all Member States claiming
democratic virtues. Otherwise we are left with no conclusion other than the
regrettable one that some Member States simply wish to use their economic power in
the specialized agencies to convert those agencies into mere instruments of their
policy objectiveas and to subject the whole United Nations system to their political

whing,
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The scenarioc I have outlined ties in very well with the unfortunate notion of

sphexzes of influence, under which the big Powers have Balkanized the world into
sones which they entrust to their regional prefects. We in southern Africa are not
issune from that scourge, and the variocus problems confronting our States are
actually orchestrated by the regional bully and hegemonist, South Africa, which is
seeking to ensure that the whole region toes the line. Any attempts on our part to
saintain an independent line, with the sole aim of the development of our econcmies
and the social adwvancement of our peoples, are met with ruthless acts of military
and econocmic destabilisation, as well as other types of harassment.

Lesotho, as an enclave surrounded by South Africa, has found itself in an
almost hopeless position in the face of acts of political blackmail, disinvestment
and destabilisation master-aminded from South Africa. Perbaps the instance best
known to this Assembly is that of 9 December 1982, when the South African army
sttacked our capital city, Maseru, and killed in cold blood 12 citisens of our
country and 30 refugees belonging to the African National Congress of South
Africa, Extensive damage to property was also caused in that attack.

1t will be recalled that after that brutal act of aggression the Security
Council unanimously adopted its resolution 527 (1982) of 15 December 1982,
condemning South Africa for its attack and calling upon it to pay full and adequate
compensation to Lesotho for the damage caused. It is sad to have to say that,
truly in character with its arrogant defiance of the United Mations, South Africa
has refused to abide by that resolution. Thereafter, by its resolution 535 (1983)
of 29 June 1963, the Security Council appealed to the international community to
extend assistance to Lesotho in consequence of the attack, We take this
opportunity to appeal to those countries that have not done so to provide such
assistance.

1f the December 1982 attack becswme well known to this body it was only because

it was the climax of nums:rous acts of destabilization against Lesotho. Armed
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incursions into Lesotho from South Africa, by elements trained, armed and deployed
by that country, are now a common phenomenon in which many innocent civilians have
been maised or murdered. The physical and psychological harassment of our pecple
by South African officials at entry points along our common borders is an ordeal
which our people have to suffer in view of the inescapable economic exchanges
between us and South Africa. The deliberate embargo of our goods, which have to
pass through South Africa, is a naked manifestation of South Africa's contempt for
orderly relations between States, which i{s particularly deplorable because Pretoria
is illegally exploiting our geographical position as a completely land-locked State
and mjuél.y misinterpreting our customs union agreements to suit its own designs.
The constant threat of the repatriation of Lesotho migrant workers, who are in
South Africa because of a past oolonial policy which conceived of Lesotlo only as a
source of cheap labour for industry in South Africa, is crude blackmail aimed at
causing unrest as a result of unemployment in Lesotho. As is well known, such aots
of destabilisation have been extended to all independent countries of southern
Africa, such as Angols, Botswana and Mosambique.

while South Africa, with the tacit support of its friends, has unleashed these
programmes of politicsl blackmail, disinvestment and destabilization against its
neighbours, in Bouth Africa itself the situation is moving from bad to worse as the
black majority surges forward in demanding its God~given right to determine its own
destiny. At the centre of this upheaval is the odious sytem of apartheid, which
remains the most cruel and intense form of racism, despite all the sugar-coating it
has been given,

It is under that inhuman system that we have witnessed the Balkanization of
South Africa, which has resulted in the alienation of the majority of the
indigenous people from the land of their birth while a handful of settlers have
arrogated to themselves the abundant riches of the country, which they are

continuing to plunder in conspiracy with foreign monopoly countries, which have
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only a casual intszest in the well-being of the majority, whom they see at best
merely as servile oreatures of labour.

The immoral system of apartheid has continued to incarcezate black people and
their leaders, some of whom, like Nelson Mandela, have now spent more than 10 years
in gaol for nothing other than asserting the universally acclaimed concept of
eQuality among men. Today in the twentieth century it is only in South Africa that
the artificial and unscientific notion that a man can be inferior by virtue of the
ocolour of his skin is upheld and employed as a basis of Government policy.

The current state of emergency in South Africa, which has heightened the rate
of killing, maiming and gaoling people to an unprecedented extent, is a response
which & system based on violence could be expected to unleash in the face of the
diminished patience of black people, who for years have followed a peaceful path in
demanding democratic change. The spartheid system, which over the years has
victimised all black pecple in South Africa, is squarely to blame for the unrest
that is sweeping aczross that cocuntry today., It is futile to blame the curreant
upheavals in that country on so~called agitators, or so~called communist
penetration, because neither has created the conditions of slavery under which
black peocple have lived for so many years and against which they are now in open
rebellion,

The white rulers of South Africa have ignored many opportunities in the past
to hold meaningful dialogue with the authentic leaders of the black majority to
evolve & just dispensation, so that black and white can, together, shape a common
destiny and, equally, enjoy the vast resources of their country, The continuing
delaying tactics of the South African GCovernment only serve, in our view, to
diminish even further the chances of a peaceful solution to the southern African
problems,

As people who are right inside the situation and who observe the Bouth African

scenario from a vantage position, we in Lesotho are always dumbfounded to hear some
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people outside express satisfaction with what they see as peaceful change taking

place in South Africa. What type of peaceful change is it that increases gaol
populations to the extent that they now include children in school unifors? How
can we speak of peaceful change when the oppressor kills and tortures with
impunity, and when South African citizens continue to tzke rafuge in Lesotho,
Botswana, Mozsambique, Swaziland, Angola, Simbabwe, Zambia, Tansania and other
countries in Africa? what type of peaceful change is it that continues to
perpetuate inequalities and disparities betweer the living standards of black and
white pecples? Are the non-white majorities of South Africa expected to reconcile
to injustice and beccme acoomplioes in their own oppression and murder?

Today, when the South African military complex has, either directly or by
proxy, intensified aggression sgsinst neighbouring ocountries, it is unrealistic to
contemplate peaceful change within the framework of spartheid, which is
intrinsically a system of institutionalized Somination, oppression and violence.
Perhaps those who speak about peace have been hoodwinked by the propsgandists of
apartheid, who speak about pease while their Covernment is intensifying the
practice of war.

In this context, I sincerely hope that the United States Administration will
finally come to recognize that the polcy of constructive engagement will not
succeed in bringing about change in South Africa. Instead, it will succeed, as it
is doing, in btuying time for the minority régime, which will continue to derive
comfort from :he fact that a super-Power like the United States is making no firm
and consistent demand for the ending of apartheid. 1In our view, nothing short of
ths immediate and unconditional dismantling of apartheid can guarantee paace and
harmony in South Africa itself and in the region as a whole. There can be no real

peace without justice,
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This appeal is addressed not only to the United States, but to an_ the other
permament members of the Security Counvil. We aie asking them O addiess Llasues of
peace, security and justice with the seriocusness and urgency they deserve. The
Ooppressed and suffering majorities of South Africa are today vatching to see
vhether this Organisation will now unanimously take the urgent, necessary and
Sppeopriate measures to deter and disarm the oppressive régime in Pretoria, to
dismantle completely the system of apartheid, and to help them build a truly
democratic, cacing, sharing and just society for all the citisens of South Africas.

The United Mations bas been seized of the vexing problem of the {llegal
occupation of Mamibia by South Africa since the formstion of the Organisation.
Mumerocus resolutions of the General Assembly and the Security Council snd the
decisions and opinsons of the Internstional Court of Justice on South Africa‘'s
cocupation of Nemibia and its illegality have had no persuasive effect on that
country. BHopes were raised vhen Security Council resolution 435 (1978} comsanded
the support of the international community, including South Africa. That
resolution is therefore the only acceptable basis for the settlement of the Mamibia
question, and we call for the implementation of the plan under that resolution
without further delay.

We have been given to understand, by one of the Secretary-General's reports,
that virtually all outstanding issues have been resolved, except that Bouth Africs
still maintains that the withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola is a pre-condition
of the implementation of the resolution, That clearly extraneous and irrelevant
pre~condition is advanced only to prolong South Africa‘s presence in Namibia, where
it has extended its oppressive policy and is engaged, in collaboration with some
influential Western countries, in the exploitation of the Territory‘s human and
natural resources. Namibian territory is also used for destabilization expeditions

into neighbouring countries,
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In order to entrench itself, and as a manifestation of bad faith concerning
the implemsntation of resolution 433 (1978), the South Africa Government has
established the so-called interim administration in the Territory, which the
international community has denounced as illegal and incompatible with resolution
435 (1978). We reiterate that in our view no viable solution can be found without
the participation of the South West Africa People‘'s Organisation (SWARO), which is
the sole and legitimate representative of the people of Mamibia.

The United Mations Charter recognizes the intimats links between peace and
security on the one hand and economic development on the other. The Charter should
be a shield of psace and security for all nations, large and small., We believe
that small and economically less developed countries have special claims to the
United Nations. Lesotho's claims on the protection of the United Nations have been
recognized in the past. It is an open secret that Lesotho hes always been subject
to political blackmeil, destsbilization and economic disinvestmsnt, and now it is
being threatened with even harsher sanctions by South Africa - for no reason other
than its geographical position and refusal to yield to intimidation designed to
make it a sacrificial lamb in the present campaigns for comprehensive mandatory
sanctions against South Africa.

Lesotho has no power to stop sanctions against South Africa if the
international community decides that that .- :he last peaceful means left to break
the power of apartheid. As far as Lesotho is concerned, problems should be tackled
at their source. We must cure the cause of the disease, and not just its
symptoms. The main source of both political and econcmic instability in South
Africa today is the policy of apartheid. It will benefit no one to make Lesotho a
sacrificial lamb on the altar of the sanctions issue. The complications arising
from apartheid make it infinitely more difficult for Lesotho to fulfil its primary
tesponsibility of isproving the standard of living of its people. 1In the event

that the international community decides to impose comprehensive mandatory
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sanctions against South Africa, we hope that it will apply its wisdom and deploy
its systems and agencies to ensure the economic survival of States neighbouring
Scuth Africs.

The crisis that engulfed the world economy in the early 1980s is still
continuing. With regard to that matter, I refer representatives to the text of my
Statement, which has been distributed.

1 want to @nd this statemsnt on a note of hops for ourselves, the world in
which we live and the United Mations. We in Lesotho shall ocontinue to abide by the
Charter of the United Mations at respect its principles and ocbjectives. We shall
adhere to our obligations to the United Mations and at the same timg oontinue to
Tely on the United Mations system to pcovide the last lines of defence for our
security as an independent State. Our Governmeat will ocontinue to play its role,
both regionally and internationally, sc that after 40 years as s viable
international Organisation the United Mations may be strengthened so as to remain
an instrument for the betterment of mankind and a voice for the conscience of
humanity.

His Majesty Motlotlehi King Moshoeshoe 1X, Head of State of the Kingdom of

Lesotho, was escorted from the rostrum,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The next speaksr is the
Prime Minister of the Republic of Iceland, His Excellency

Mr. Steingrimur Hermannsson.

Mr. Steingrimur Hermannsson, Prime Minister of the Republic of Iceland, was

escorted to the rostrum.

Mr, HEPMANNSSOM (Iceland): When the United Mations was founded 40 years

ago, destruction, misery and horror brought on by war were much alive in the minds
Of men, As clearly spelled out in the Charter of the United Nations, the founders
were determined not to let this happen again. The United Nations was to secure

peace and justice and improved equality among nations.
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There is no denying that we have failed; wars are still being fought and a

large part of the world's population lives and dies in misery and hunger. The gap
batween the rich and the poor has increased. And possibly worst of all are the
continued violations of human zights, in spite of repeated declarations to the
contrary.

In the General Assembly, nations have a growing tendency to align themselves
in opposing groups, based on political beliefs and forms of government; and the
Security Council has become ths political playground of the big Powers. A wvholly
objective approach to the many problems facing the world may be too much to ask
for. The fact is, of oourse, that solutions differ acoording to political
ideclogies. But cestainly the right of any nation to determine its own fora of
government and to determine its course and its future should be the guideline for
all who really want peace, law and order. Mo nation or group of nations has the
right to impose upon another nation a solution or a form of government it may have
chosen for itself.

There is no doubt that progress has been made in the production of food and
sedicine. Yet, it is alarming that millions of people suffer every year from
Starvation and disease in large areas of the world. In spite of the “green
tevolution® and tremendous technological progress in agriculture, land is being
eroded and ruined and thus the very basis £o:_ survival destroyed. There certainly
seems to be a lack of foresight.

Progress in the field of education has also been disappointing. B8uch efforts
ate often torn apart by internal conflicts while a large part of the world
population remains illiterate and therefore unable to participate in modern society
and development. But the failures must not serve as an excuse for giving up.

There are certainly several achievements,
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Although armed conflicts continue to break out, they have not led to the world
holocaust that modern weaponry has -do possible. 1In part this is due to the open
discussions encouraged by the United Mations and the common awareness that the
maintenance of peace in sach and every part of the wocld is of concern to all. The
expectations of the founders that this Organisation wvould play a more active
military zole have, however, not been realized, and this has of course been reduced
the effectiveness of the United Mations pesce~keeping effcst.

I am especislly plesased to mention the United Nations Convention on the Lav of
the Sea, which after many years of extended meetings anl Sebates vas acospted by a
large mejority of the countries of the world. That document is an important
contribution of the United Mations to the settlement of the growing conflicts over
tights to the resources of the seas and the sea-bed.

lovumtmmrwwmmuuuuuotunwt“yun.
impiove the Organisation and working of the United Mations - and to do better. I
shall mention here only a few of the areas which we consider of greatest importance.

The General Assesbly must be acknowledged as a forum of free speech and
debate, unhindered by power blocs or preconcsived judgements, In the Security
Council, the right of veto must be exsrcised with great carej if not, I fear thete
may not be much future for the United Natioms.

We should also like to stress reduced bureaucracy and paper work and more
action. The limited funds available for the tremendous task of food production and
improved education must get to the nations in need and not be spent on
adninistration.

The United Nationa should strive for economic improvements in the developing
countries. This should be done by assisting the countries themselves in the
utilization of their resources, by increasing their production of focd, sco that
freedom from hunger and starvation can be secured, by {mproving general education,

by makirg know-how uvailable and assisting such ocountries in adapting neow
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tachnoleay ¢o thair nesds. Tanoreasion of teshanloay must taks into sccount and be
adapted to life-styles developed in different countries in different ways through
centuries. We 4o not believe in imposing our Western way of life on others.

The goal must be freedom for all nations to choose their way of lif: and the
freedom of all men to effect their own happiness. Last, but not least, I want to
stress the need for a renewed effort in health care and welfare, especially for
children,

Baving said that, I must, however, stress the interdependence of all nations
in a world made increasingly smaller by improvements in communication and
transportation, as well as growing internatinal trade. The world's resources are
liuited and used at & steadily gzowing pece. Depletion of the resources ot
destruction of the eavironment will affect everyone. We have, I believe, come to
the point where foresight is not only desitable but necessacry if a catastrophe is
to be avoided., Puture study and planning should, therefore, be high on the United
Mations priority list.

Certainly, efforts to prevent wars mist be continued, The nuclear-arms race
must stop and be reversed. In its opposition to the build-up of nuclear weapons,
the Icelandic nation is united. Thus the Althing, the Icelandic Parliament,
earlier this year unanimously passed a resolution on disarmament.

The Althing called on the nuclear Powers to conclude agreements on reciprocal
and comprehensive disarmament under internmational control and surveillance. The
Government was encouraged to support and enhance efforts towards a total ban on
testing, production and deployment of nuclear weapons under reliable control, as
well as the complete cessation of the production of fissionable materials for
military purposes, while encouraging the conclusion of international treaties on

annual systesatic reductjons of nuclesr arsenals.
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The Althing furthermore emphasized that a substantial portion of the huge
amounts of money now being spent on weapons should be channelled towards relieving
distress in the poor nations of the world.

The Althing also reiterated the policy of Icelaniic Governments that no
nuclear weapons are allowed in Iceland, neither on land nor sea.

We believe distrust between nations to be one of the chief causee of
conflict. Thus we feel that safeguarding human rights and dignity, freedom of
speech and freedom of travel to be fundamental for lowering temsion and for sucoess
in most of the aress worked on by the United Mations. It has been repeatedly shown
that common people of different nationalities and races get along well if allowed
to get soguainted. 7The United Wations sust relentlessly fight sgainst all forms of
violation of buman rights and sgainst apartheid, and for freedom of speech and
travel.

The General Assesmbly may have found my assessment of the past gloomy and my
demands of the United Mations in the future unreascnable. I wish to emphasize that
1 am certain that the situstion would have been much worse if the United Mations
had not existed. I am fully aware of the tremendous efforts of many individuals in
the struggle for a better world, But this is the tizs and the place to speak out.
Countries both large and small have not only the right but the duty to do so.

It 18 our conviction that the world can be made a wonderful place for all o
live in. If we have the will, we have the msesans and the know-how to c¢r¢._te a
better world. The United Mations is an instrusent which we can in our visdom apply
to that purposs.

Mr. Steingrimur Hermannsson, Prime Minister of the Republic of Iceland, was

escorted from the rostrum.
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g_; uneupuuetcn from Spanish): The next speaker ig the
Prine tunutu o! the sueo of u:ul.. His Excelliency Mr. Shimon Peres.

Me. Shim nuo Prime Minister of the State of Israel 3 to
roStrum, |
Mr. PERES (Iscrael): The world in which the United Nations was born was

torn between two conflicting feelings. There was shook and grief in the wake of
death and holocasat. But there was also a gleam of hope: hope for & new era of
freedom, for a world free of oppression, of disorimination, of rscism, of
apartheid) above all, for a world free of war - for the reign of peaoce.

Wothing reflects the univertal ides of Judaism more than the noble idea of
nstiocns united, a United Mations. This ideal rests, as our forefathers taught us,
on the thres pillars that swppoct the worlds justice, truth and peace. TYet this
great vision is shadowed by inescapable concerns, As Jews, we bear heavy
menories. As Israselis, we confront national dileamas.

Search the map of Western civilization across the agesy not a place will be
found where Jews were not persecuted. Save for the new world, you will £ind
yourselves marchi .3 along the trail of Jewish blcod and tears, tracing the
chronology of Jewish martyrdom. This was the histocy of my people for 2,000 yeacs,
until there came a point when the Jews tired of dependence on the hatred ot the
tolezance of others to settle their fate.

This is the very essence of lionism., Jews wece no longer willing to ocourt the
favour of others and to contend with the force of their fear. Israel was created
not only as a home £or persecuted Jews the world over but also as the l.st refuge
from any need to justify their Jewishness.

Here is the hope of the people of Israel: finally to be masters of their own
fate, true to thelr own heritage, sovereign in their own land, free to practise
their faith and continue their contribution to a world that rejected tnem.

Zionism is thus a victory over racism.
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When the dawn finally came, an ancient language was given a nev reality. From
across distance anﬁ tm. Jews gathered annv. A westeiand weas made to dioom., ‘the
unskilled undn}ng Jev turned artisan, farmer, scientist and soldier, rebuilding
his homs with a new-found pioneering spirit,

True to our heritage, we set out to secure & safe haven not only for those who
fulfilled their dream by making Israel their homs but also for those as yet
deprived of that right. In that tradition, still today we pray that all Jews who
yearn for 3ion - be they in the Soviet Union, Bthiopis, dycria or elsewhere - will
be peraitted to reunite with their destiny.

T call upon the Soviet leaders: let our peocple go. Napty the prisons of
people whose sole crime is loyalty to Jewish tradition - individuals 1ike Sharansky
and Begun. This call excesds ordinary political comsiderations, It reaches the
depth of humsn dignity and the soutce of human rights.

A psople reborn, we faced poverty, desert, isolation and the challenge of
moulding the ingathering into one nation. We never expected to be surrounded by
hostility. Seeking coexistence with our neighbours, we found that the revival of
two national movesants ~ the Jewish and the Arad ~ produced oconflict rather than
co~operation.

Recently it has manifested itself in the form of intecnational terroriss.
Indeed, in our region terrorisem is at war with pesce. Terrorism is bent on
injuring the peace process, but we have equal determination: it will not stop
progress towards peace.

We reject the absurd claim that resisting terrorism, rather than terrorisa
itgelf, undermines efforts for peace.

I should like to express from this rostrum my deep sorrow and extend my
sincere condolences to Mrs, Klinghoffer and her bereaved family, who are at this
vary moment mourning the death of thelr father, an innocent victim of senseless

Ccruelty.
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Mobody has brought more tragedy on the Palestinians than PLO terrorism., Our

enemy is not a peocple Or a cace of a religion or a community. Our enemy is
belligerency, hatzed and death. We know that there is a Palestinian problen. We
fecognise the need to solve it honourably., We are oonvinced that there is no
solution but through diplomatic means. PFrom this rostrum I call upon the
Palestinian pecple to put an end to rejectionism, to belligerency. Let us talk,
Come forth and recognise the reality of the State of Israel, our wish to live in
peace and our need for security. Let us face each other as free men and women
accoss the negotiating table.

Let us argue, not fight. Let us arm ourselves with reason; let us not reason
with arms.

Bver since the beginning of the dispute we have urged our Palastinian
nsightours to reach an socommodstion. PFor all those yesrs our hand remained
outstretched in vain, and the reply we heacd was the echo of our own voices.

When President Sadat cams to Jerusalem, the course of history for all of us
was changed. fe found Israel willing, cpen and as courageous &s he was in the
pursuit of peace. The world looked on in wonder as s conflict which had seemed
insoluble for mors than 30 years turned soluble in less than one.

Today, batween the 48 million Bgyptians and 4 million Israelis thete is
peace. Peace with Bgypt was to acoomlish several objectives: The Sinai was
returned to Bgypt. A solution to the Palestinian probiem in all its aspecte was to
be cseched, It was agresed that full autonomy to the zesidents of the territories
could be & promising step in that dirzection. Peace between Egypt and
Israel ~ which was never intended to be an isolated episode - was to become the
corner~stone of a comprehensive peace strategy in our region., Peace between us was

to be filled with constructive content.
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That treaty sucvived tasts nons of us foresaw. Its full isplementation is a
challenge and & hope to this wvery day. We turn to our Ngyptian friends with an
invitation to breathe life into our relations and to raise our peoples’ spirits.
Let us not allow qioon and doom to overshadow our worthiest accomplishment. Let us
make OUr pPeace a SUCCeSS -~ & SOULCe of encouragement to others.

The most complex issue - yet the most promising ~ involves our neighbour to
the east, the Hashexite Kingdom of Jordan. An issus not confined to bordecs alone,
it reaches across pedples and States. 1Its settlement should also comprise the
gesolution of the Palestinian issue.

Middle East archives are filled with negotiating plans, but its diplomacy is
short of negotiating par~necs. Thus, this is the hour for decisions and
stateamsnship. I invits this Organization to depart from the tired and timid norm
and to fulfil its destiny as enshrined on its walls by ushering the parties to the
conflict into a new diplomatic initiative. Lat all parties to the dispute
facilitste a new phase in the Arab~Israeli peace by rencuncing and putting an end
to the use of violence.

The nev initiative should be based on the following principles:

Picrst, the objective of these negotiations is to reach peace treaties between
Israel and the Arab States, as well as to resclve the Palestinian issue.

Secondly, neither party may impose pre-conditions,

Thirdly, negotiations are to based on United Nationz Security Council
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and on willingness to entertain suggestions
proposed by other participants.

Fourthly, negotiations are to be conducted directly, between States.

Fifthly, if deemed necessary those negotiations may be initiated with the

support of an international forum, as agreed upon by the negotiating States.
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fiwthlv. this aathering can take place before the end of this vear, in Jordan,

Iscael or any location, as mutually uuag upon. We will be pleased to attend an
opening meeting in Amman.

Seventhly, megotiations between Israel and Jordan are to be conducted between
an Israeli delegation, on the one hand, and a Jordanian - or a
Jordanian-Palestinian - delegation, on the other, both comprising delegates that
represent peace, not tercor,

Aware of the nature of this undertaking, I proposs the following as a possible
blueprint for implementation: negotiations may produce immediate as well as
pecmanent arrangemsots. They may deal with the demarcation of boundaries as well
as with the resolution of the Palestinian probles. The Cuamp David Aocords provide
a possible basis for the attainment of these cbjectives.

The permanent sembers of the Security Council aay be invited to suppoct the
initistion of these negotiations, It is our position that those who confine their
diplomatic relations to one side of the conflict exclude themselves from such a
tole., This forum, while not being a substitute for direct negotiations, can offer
support for them. Indeed, nothing should undermine the direct nature of these
negotiations.

In order to expedite this process, the agenda, procedure and international
support for negotations can be discussed and agreed upon at a meeting of a small
working team to be convened within 30 days.

Let us put this process into motion., Let us shield this flickering hope from
threatening winds. Let us not consign this moment of hope to the fate of missed
opportunities,

Let us look our younger generation in the eye and vow to do all that is
humanly possible so that never again will a young boy die in a war we failed to

prevent.
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. The sons Of Abrahan have DesOme QUarreisome but remsin famiiy, nove the lebs.
Destined to live side by side from time immesmorial till the end of time, sharing a
past of msutual encichment, struggling thzough a present of suspicion and conflict,
polding to a separate - yet common - desire for a better future, they have reached
yet another momert of truth.

We are ready to enter it with no hesitation. I hereby proclaims The state of
war bstween Isresl and Jordan should be terminated immediately. Israel declares
this readily, in the hope that Xing Hussein is willing to reciprocate this step.

Let us not confine the horisons of our vision to the limits set by what is
proved by histocy. Yor the future holds yet untold possibilities for peace and
proaperity for our var-torn lands.

In the words of the Prophet:

®,..and the desize of all nations shall come: and I will £ill this house with

glory ... and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts.”

(Nagget, 11:7,9)

Mr, Shimon Peres, Prime Minister of the State of Iscael, was esocorted from the
sostrum.

The PAESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I now call upon the
Vice-Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, His Excellency
Mr, Hans-Dietrich Genscher.

Mr, GENSCHER (Federal Republic of Germany) (spoke in German; English text
turnished by the delegation): On 26 September of this year I expounded my
country's policy before the GCeneral Assembly of the United Nations, Today I have
the honour of addressing the Assembly on the occasion of the fortieth anniversary

of the United Nations,
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The United Nations was the international community's reply to the disaster of
World War II. This reply not only had to cope with the horzor of 30 million dead
but also had to take into acoount the collapee of a global order that had been
shaped by Burope over the course of centuries.

The founders of the United Nations had to develop the concept for a new
international order. Unlike the League of Natione, the new international
organisation had to be truly universal. That goal has almost been attained. By
beinging about decolonisation, the United Mations has itself contributed
oonsiderably towards universality.

The prosoription of war and the prohibition of recourse to force for peliticsl
ends had to be affirmed as binding international law. The United Nations has
ensured that war and foroe are no longer legitimate instruments of natioasl
policy. Bven thoogh numerous wacs have been waged since 1943 or are still being
vaged, one thing is clear; Whoever takes up arms must justify his action to world
public opinion hexe in the United Wations. Only the need for self-defence may be
cited as cause for such action.

The founders of the United Mations added new dimensions to the concept of
pésce. The non-uge of force is now but one of these. Potential sources of
conflict must be eliminated. It is for that reason that the promotion of economic
and social welfacte has one of the highest priorities among the goals of the United
Nations. wWithout efforts in this direction, people in the third world would be
poorer, hunger would prevail to an even greater extent, far fewer people could read
and write and diseases and epidemics would be even more widespread,

The United Nations i3 also concernsd with individual rights. Our Organisation
acknowledges the great importance attaching to justice and the protection of human
rights for the preservation of peace. The international codification of human

rights is one of the greatest and most important accomplishments of the United
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wations. Nespect for human rights must be the yardstick by which all nations are
msasured. We know how much still remains to be done.

International politics should be subjected to binding rules. The United
Mations Charter is an attempt to create rules for the worldwide reconciliation of
intecests.

The ideals of the United Mations have beon sttained only in part. We still
must live with war, violence and terror. Nunger and need are still growing.
Acrbitracry sctions and suppression by Governments still must be condemned and
cpposed time and again. But can we reproach the United Nations for the fact that
its Mesbers have not achieved in 40 years what mankind had previocusly failed to
accomplish in thousands of years? 1In a historical context, 40 years are but a
brief moment.

Great challenges must be met. We must avert the danger of a mev world war,
and that is true for both oonventional and nuclear war. We must jointly alleviate
hardship and pursus international economic and development policies. Demage to the
environment does not stop at national frontiers. Modern technology and worldwide
comunications bring us closer together. The misecy of refugees transcends
pational borders. Human dignity sust be defended everywhere.*®

This worldwide intecdependence inevitably requires a forum for discussion,
negotiation and reconciliation of interests. The United Hations is such a forum.
If the United Mations did not exist, we would have to found it now.

We counter hasty and superficial criticisms as follows. The United Nations
mirrors the state of international relations. 1t reflects the conditions in which
our world lives. It suffers from unduly high expectations and from the unrealistic

hope that historical change can come about overnight.

* Mr. Moushoutas (Cyprus), Vice~Prealdent, took the Chair.
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~Qf course, the United Wations also suffers from problems it inflicts on
itself. We sre sll well awace of oyr Organisation's deficiencies. The United
¥atioas i in need of reform. .

The notion cherished in 1943 of the joint protection of peace by the permansnt
sesbers of the Security Council has been superseded by the reality of west-Bast
antagonisa. Consequently, the ssall and medium-sised nations bear a special
rosponsibility vithin and for tho United idations. Secitetacry-General Peces de
Cuellar has called upon us to intensify our consultations prior to sessions of the
United Wations. He was right to do so.

Whenever we have political differences with other countcies, it is important
that these firct be discussed bilaterally before we heap reproaches on ons another
in front of world public opinion. This applie. to everyone, including the major
Powers. _

Ne hope that the forthooming meeting between President Reagan and General
Sedretary Gorbachev will also have a positive impact on the work of the United
Nations. We expect a process to be finitiated that will place relations between the
United States and the Saviet Union, as well as West-East relations in general, on a
more stable basis.

On 8 January 1985, the United States and the Soviet Unica declared the
following as the objectives of their arms ocontrol negotiations: to prevent an arms
race in space and terminate it on earth, to limit and reduce nuclear arms and
strongthen strategic stability.

These are far-reaching objectives and we fully support them. We must seek to
ensure that security and military stability can be achieved at a drastically
reduced level of all armaments. We realize that the dialogue between the
super-Powers cannot solve all the world's problema. All Memberg of the Unitsed

Nations must make a contribution of their own. S8mall and medinm—aized cnintries ~an
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achieve a great deal if they become aware of their capabilities, join foroes and
afapt their contribution to actual conditions and problems. That has been
demonstrated at a time of severely strained internationsl relations by the
ocountries participating in the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe.

The union of Buropean democrzcies in the Buropean Community is a’-o> an
expression of Zuropean sslf-discovery and self-assertion. OUr readiness to
co-operate with our Bastern neighbours in Burope is an expression of European
responsibility for peace, just as the Pederal Republic of Germany and the German
Democratic Republic act in a community of shared responsibility by Germans,
irrespective of fundamental differences in their political and social systems and
of their membership in different alliances.

We are sll responsidble for the mmooth functioning of our Organisation and we
must all seek solutions to its probless. Despite all its successes, the reputation
of the United Mations is impaired by resolutions which, while adopted by a
majority, are not translated into practice. Of what use are the most impressive
voting results if they are not followed by deeds?

The United Nations Charter rightly introduced the principle of one oountry,
one vote. In this way, the sovereignty of States is respected. The United Nations
is the necessatry, indeed indispensable, forum where small, weak ané poor countries
too can and should have an equal say. This equal voting power imposes great
responsibility on small countries. Anyone who fails to live up to this
responsibility strengthens the trend towards a return to bilateral negotiating
processes, weakens the United Hations and hence enfaebles the forum where one's own
{deas should be effectively expressed. 1The work of the United Nations and its
specialized agencies must not be encuabered with ideology.

Bfforts to achieve disarmament and arms control in the global context are of
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fnternational secucrity. With the participation of the United Mations, the ficst
agreemant was conoluded that outlawed an entite category of weapons: the
bacteriological weapons Convention. Ths Uanited Wations played a major part in the
coaclusion of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Muclsar Weaspons.

The key subject of the United Mations is the prevention of war - and, let me
stcess once again, the prevention of any war, not only muclear but also
oconventional. This is the purpose of the prohibition of the threat or use of force
enshrined in the Charter. If we want to reduce the rols of nuclear weapons in
incernational security policy, vy mist devote increased attention to those problems
caused by the massive build~up and imbalance of conventional weapons. All our
disarmsment and arms control efforts must be directed towvards the goal of
preventing wer. Peace can no longer be safeguarded by autonomous measures alone;
oo~operative solutions ate required. For this we need oconfidence-building,
transparency, openness, balance and wverifiability. This is a great task for the
United Mations too.

Its role in the North-South dialogue is of great importance as well. The
United Nations system is the most important body for multilateral development
poliny. Here we seek solutions to the central problems of the world econowy, and
of the developing countries in particular.

Our positive overall assessment does not blind us to the system's
deficiencies. ODuplication of work and constant repetition are serious
shortoomings, 1t does not make sense to keep spe <ing about the same things in an
unco-ordinated fashion in various bodies,

One of the outstanding tasks of the United Nations {s to strengthen the
independence and idencity of all countries in the world, big and small alike.

Respect for the right of all nations to self-determination, including that of the

e s e a gt s A
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The finitad Wations sust actively nromote a world-wide cultural dialogue which
encouraves respect for the cultural achievemants of others and for the cultucal
identity of nations and States. We nesd a North-South dialogue on culture.

We regard international eccnomic, developmental and cultural co-operation in
the United Nations as part of our policy for peace. The credibility of the United
Rations is determined by its uncompromising support for human rights - namely,
civil, econcmic, cultural and social rights. We must not be one-sided in this
respect. The United Mations needs effective and cbjective instrumants to ensure
the observance ~f human rights. We need a commissioner for human rights and a
United Nations court of human rights.

Porty years constitute an individual's active working iife. The first
generation of the United Nations now lies behind us., What will we hand on to the
next gensration? At this juncture we are reaffiraing the {deals and principles of
the founding fathers of the United Nations. We must concentrate on the
essentials. Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe once wrote: “Anyoile who aspires to great
achievements must be concise. Conciseness reveals the true master”. We must not
nurture any illusions by setting unrealistic goals for the United Mations.
Otherwise, we shall foster disappointment at the United Nations and dissatisfaction
with it. This anniversary, too, should be celebrated soberly and without false
pathos.

This building is often referred to as the “"glass house on the East River®., It
is a glass house in a figurative sense alsoc. Here international affairs covering
the whole globe becowe transparenc. This constitutes the contribution by the
United Nations to the predictability amd calculability of international
developments and to the stablilization of peace. If we learn to work together
peacefully in thies forum, then we shall take small steps towards the attainment of

the great goals of the United Natlons' & woOrld 1N WHICH PROpPLe <an i1ilve Lrese [cow
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fear and hardship, a world in which international law prevails, a world directed

towazds freedom and justice, respect for human rights and the right of nations to
self-deteraination. | |
The PRESIDENT: I now call on the Minister for Poreign Affairs and
Special Envoy of the President of the Republic of Indonesia, His Excellency
Mr. Mochtar Kusumaatmasdja.
Mr. KUSOMAATMADIA (Indonesia): On the auspicious occasion of the
forctieth anniversary of the founding of the United Nations, it is a distinct honoui
and privilege for me to convey to this Assembly the following message from
His Excellency Mr. Sosharto, President of the Republic of Indonesia:
*As we commemorate the fortieth anniversary of the founding of the United
Nations, the Govermment and people of Indonesia join with the Governments and
pecples of the world in paying tribute to the wisdom and foresight with which
the founders of the Organisation launched this noble venture to attain
universal peace and security in a world where freedom, justice and equality
would prevail. Their visionary impulse, as reflected in the United Nations
Charter, wvas the determinstion 'to save succeeding generations from the
scourge of war' by eliminating the seeds of war and by ensuring the conditions
on which to build harsony, mutual tolerance and co-operation among nations.
"To the people of Indonesia this milestone in the life of the United
Nations is an occasion of particular historic significance. For at the same
time as we commemorate the fortieth year of the existence of our Organization,
the people of Indonesia this year are alaso celebrating the fortieth year of
their rebirth as an independent nation, which they proclaimed on
17 August 1945.

"We in Tndonesia perceive this coincidence between the founding of the

United Nacions and the praoclamatic.: of our national independence not simply as
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a parallel in time but, above all, &s a coalescence of ideals and valuss.
Both the United aticos and the Republic of Indonesis cade into being in the
aftermath of a devastating world war. It is not a coincidence, therefore,
that both the Charter of the United Nations and the Constitution of Indonesia
embrace principles and objectives that are fundamentally in accord with one
another, such as independence, social justice, equality, peace and peaceful
developwent.

“Thus, the United Mations has been for the Indonesian nation a most
isportant form in which we can pursue our constitutional obligation to
eradicate oolonialism, domination and injustice everywhere and to contribute
to a new world order ..sed on independence. abiding pesace and social justics.
Por its part, Indonesia has consistently endeavoured to strengthen the tole of
the Organisation in all facets of international re’ ations.

“A msjor ocontribution to the promotion of the aobjectives of the United
Nations was made by the historic Asian-African Conference held in Bandung in
1955. That Conference signalled the determination of the newly emerging
nations to consolidate their unity and solidarity in order (o address togethet
the multitude of problems before the international commsunity. The primacy
that the leaders of Asia and Afriza attached to the central role of the United
Nations is reflectad in the very first of the 10 principles adopted by thc
Conference, which proclaimed respect for the purposes and principles of the
United Nationg Charter. Their unitsd call for action encompassed the same
aims as are set forth in the Charter. namely, eradicating colonialism,
ensuring respect for fundamental human rights, eliminating -acial
discrimination, encouraging the peaceful settlement of disputes, nalting the

arms race and promoting economic development through international
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co-opouuon At the commemoration of thé thirtieth anniversrcy of the -
Asian-African Conference, held in Bandung last April, the participating

oountries reaffirwed the culuih\g gelevance of the 10 Bandung principles to
the establishment of a justi and equitable world order.

“This mtnuug session provides us with the opportunity to review the
performance of our Organization over the past four decades, to examine the
factors that have contributed to its successes as well as to its failures and
shortoomings, and to reflect on ways further to enhance its efficacy in
realising the ideals enshrined in the Charter.

“Foseaost in the eyes of the founders was the need to strive for an
international ozder based on justice and the supremacy of law. In this
respect, the achievements of the United Wations have bsen commendable. More
international legal instruments, covering a myciad of human endeavours, have
been promulgatod in the past 40 years than in any compacable period of
recorded history.

“The transformation of the world from one of colonial bondage to an
iaternational comminily of sovereign independent Scates has been rigntly
acclaimed as one of the most significant achievements of the United Nations,
The Organization has contributed decisively to the world-wide decolonization
Process, inter alis by adopting and implementing the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the twenty-fifth
anniversary of which we are also commemorating this year. The application of
the provisions of that historic document through a broad framework and
programme of action has chayged in a fundamental way the entire complexion and
quality of the United Nations itself, making the Organization Loday a far more

l«Presentative forum and one ever closer to jts goal of true universality,
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“The fact that none of the conflicts since 1945 bas escalated to global
proportions is attributable to the United Mations, where the collective moral
and political influencs of its Members and the deliberative mechanisms that
have been developed have proved effective in containing or mitigating crisis
situations.

"while the Security Council has not functioned in the manner envisaged in
the Charter, it has proved itself ¢s a forum in which the conflicting parties
can seek redress and thereby gain time, by substituting negotiation,
conciliation or sediation for the use of armed force. Peace-keeping
opetations, to wvhich Indonesis has made significant contributions, have also
strengthened the overall capacity of the United Nations to contain oconflict
situations. The conflicts of the past four decades would have been infinitely
mote devastating and far less susoeptible of peaceful resolution had it not
been for the framework for preventive diplomacy provided by the United Wations.

*rhe concern of the Organization to ensure disarmament vas evident from
its very inception, when the first resolution adopted by the General Assembly
dealt with the guestion of nuclear weapons. From that time on, the United
Nations has provided the only fully representative multilateral forum for
distrnaient negotiations, within which some agreemants have been reached.

*In the broad and complex spheres of internationa’l ~-onomic and social
development the United Nations has played a central, indeed a crucial, role.
Mandated by its Charter to promote higher standards of living, full employment
and conditions of economi¢ and social progress and development, the United
Hations has prograssively intensified its support for the developing countries
in their struggle to break the cycle of poverty, hunger and ignorance. The

wotk of its specialized agencies has brought comfort to many thousands of
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refugees, to those afflicted by dissase, illiteracy and the calamity of
natural disasters, and to aillions of undernourished children. In this
oontext, my Governaent strongly affirms its commitment to achieving the
commendable goal of universal child immunization by the year 1990, as set by
the World Health Asgembly and to be implemented by the United Nations
Children's Pund (UNICEF), the World Health Organization (WHO) and many others,
to save succeeding generations from life-~threatening diseases. 1In the fields
of economic and technical co-operation the United Nations has been the channel
through which development assistance and technology transfer have been made
available to many developing countries. Likewise, the record of the United
Mations in the field of human rights is equally noteworthy.

"Unfortunately, many of these activities and programmes are less
conspicuous to the public eye. Yet in tangible terms they translate into
$2 billion annually and constitute by far the greater share of the human and
financial resources expended by the Organiszation.

It is beyond question, therefore, that the Organization’s activities
have raised the global cons:iousness on key issues and concepts concerning a
more equitable and just world for all. 1In sum, the scope and essential thrust
of these activities attest to the indispensability of the United Nations as an
agent of development and peaceful change and as a forum where nations can
harmonize their actions and negotiate solutions to the global issues of our
time.

“while reflecting on the achievements and the positive contributions of
our Organizavion, my Government is also acutely aware of its limitations and
shortcomings., The perceived incapacity of the United Nations to cope

sdequately wich unprecedented problems and chailenges has caused increased
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frustration and disillusionment among the pecples of the world and has led

some to call even the relevance of the United Nations into question.

*It i3 more necessary than ever before that the Security Council fulfil
its primary responsibilty to the international community for the maintenance
of peace and security, for which unanimous resolve is imperative. Our primary
task must be to ensure a strengthened role for the Council and for the
Secretary-Genersl in conflict resolution, and the establishment of workable
machinery for the defusing of crises before they become full-blown wars.
Bowever, to be successful, the procedural and other improvements must be
reinforced by a conscious commitment, especially by the permanent members of
the Council, to the wider global responsiblities inherent in their acceptance
of the Charter.

"United Mations peace-keeping operations should also be reassessed, for
they are still of an expedient and improvised nature and have not led to the
larger requisites of peace~making and peace-building. In order to strengthen
the capacity of the United Nations for conflict oontrol, the system of
peace~keeping must be further developed, based on a firm consensus as to its
functioning, financing and jurisdiction so as to assure global support.

"In the quest for common security, the necessity to arrive at a global
compact in order to prevent nuclear war should remain the pre-eminent concern
of the international community. The arms race {n both its ruclear and
conventional aspects must be halted and reversed. In conformity with the
overwhelmning desire of all peoples of the world, the nuclear Powers should
cease all testing, production and deployment of nuclear weapons, commit
themselves against their use and proceed in earnest with negotiations on

nuclear disarmament.
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SThe remaining vestiges of ocolonialisa continue to challenge our

collective sense of justice and morality. The United Nations bears a
particular obligation to realize the inalienable rights of millions of black
Africans in Namibia and South Africa who are still suffering under the most
deseaning forms of colonial exploitation #nd apartheid, universally condemned
as a particularly virulent form of racism. Nor can the question of Palestine
be dissociated from the colonial context, as Palestinians are still deprived
of the right to return to their homsland, to self-determination and to
independence in a State of their own.

“Despite the significant advances in economic and social development,
major obstacles and challanges still confront the oconcerted efforts of the
United Nations and the international community. International economic
relations ocontinue to be characterised by inequity, imbalance and
exploitation. Such constraints graphically demonstrate the inability of the
international economic system to assist in the advancement of the majority of
mankind., They are also symptomatic of the underlying structural weaknesses of
the present sconomic order. Interdependence must mean, and indeed is
increasingly shown to be, a two-way street. The developed countries, no less
than the developing, will benefit from greater stability and equity in
compodity markets, from a freer flow of global trade and from more soundly
structured monetary and financial gystems. Hence, the proposition to
regtructure the international economic framework, to establish a new
international economic order, far from being a call for ever greater charity
from the rich or for a massive transfer of wealth, should be seen as a
requisite in which both have a vital stake.

"What is therefore urgently needed is a new vision in international

economic co-operation based on the recognition that in a world of
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interdependence ihu’o must be a fair charing of the burdens as well as the
fruits of global dovolopnne.A This can be effected only through the equitable
functioning of international instititutions and the democratization of
inter~State relations.

®It is only titting that on this fortieth anniversary of the United
Nations we should return to the spirit of 1943 and recommit ourselves to
multilateral co-operation. Only then can we build a more peaceful, just and
equitable world for all its inhabitants. Only then can the promise of freedom
from war and deprivation be fulfilled to all the penples of the world. In the
context of these overriding concerns, the International Year of Peace that is
being simultanecusly proclaimed at this observance of the birth of the
Organisation is a fitting expression of mankind's yearning for universal and
peraanent peace.

“We must never lose sight of the fact that it is, indeed, the pecples of
the world, and not only the Governments of its Member States, that are the
real constituency of the United Nations. And it is from them, the citizens of
each country, that a strengthened commitment to the United Nations is also
necessuary to ensure the continued, positive involvement of their Governments
in the work of the United Nations. Particularly young people must be made
more aware of the purposes and potentials of the Organization in building a
better world for them and the genetrations to come. 1In this, the coincidence
of the International Youth Year with the Unit2d Nations anniversary is a most
worthy starting~point to begin this process.

“The fortieth anniversary offers a unique opportunity to all of us to
rededicate ourselves solemnly and sincerely to the purposes and principles of

the Charter and to reaffirm our faith in the capacity of the United Nations as



. ‘the principal instrusent £or securing the winimue conditions for peace, Justice and

" dsvelopdent in the world. On thia auspicious occasion, the Government and people
of Indonesia renew their comaitment to the United Nations as the centra and citadel

for a new and revitalized world order.”

The meeting rose at 1.45 p.m.



