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The meeting was called to order at 3.35 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 39 {continued)
COMMEMORATION OF THE FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNITED NATIONS

The PRESIDENT (intsrpretation from Spanish): The first speaker is the
Special Envoy of the President of the Republic of the Philippines, Her Excellency
Mrs, Imelda Romualdez Marcos.

Mrs. MARCOS (Philippines): I am deeply honoured to address this Assembly
on the occasion of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations on behalf of
President Marcos of the Republic of the Philippines.

First of all, allow me to convey to you, Sir, the sincere congratulations of
the Government and people of the Philippines on your election to the presidency of
this session at this historic milestone in the history of the United Nations.

The fortieth anniversary of the United Nations i{s a fitting occasion to renew
our pledge to promote the noble purposes and principles of the United Nations
Charter. It is a time to redsdicate ourselves to the vision of a world free from
war, oppression and injustice.

The Philippines remains committed to the {deals of the United Nations. As one
of its founding Members, we believe now, as we 4id before, that we have a vital
stake in the success of this world Organization,

Bear with me as I repeat the recits]l of the hopes and fears of a confused

mankind in a beleaguered world.

Porty years after the United Nations came into existence our world remajins not
only a place of great promise but also one of potentially grave peril. We have
acquired the capacity to create an infinitely better life for man, but we have also
acquired the means to end eli 1ife on earth. During the past four decades we have
been spared the scourge of another world war, and yet the world continueg to

tremble at the fearsome prospect of nuclear extinction.
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The nuclear-weapon POwWers now possess an awesome grsenal of over 50,000
nuclear charges capable of destroying our planet many times over., There are
conflicts of varying intensity in virtually all parts of the globe. Since 1945
some 40 million people have been killed in over 150 wars - more than the total
numbez of combatants killed in the Second world War.

The. arms race continues unabated. World military expenditures have more than
doubled over the past 20 years to reach US$ 900 billion in 1984. Ironically, the
world debt approximated that figure, which underscores the fact that arms and
development compete for the same scarce resources.

While the world spends a staggering sum on arms, more than a billion people
are chronically hungry. Bvery day 35,000 people die as a result of starvation, or
25 people every minute, 18 of whom are children under five years of age. Every
year 13 to 18 million die owing to lack of food.

On the average, people in less-developed countries earn ten times less than
their counterparts in the affluent North. They consume less than half the amount
of protein consumed by those in the rich countries. They have far less access to
health and medical services, and they live an average of 52 years, as against
71 years in the developed countries.

Is today's world in such ferment becruse it is in a state of transitiom in
the throes of a new rebirth? Or is a new wvorld struggling to be born?

If 30, our generation therefore has the task not only of being a midwife to
its birth but also, perhaps more importantly, of giving the new order a form and

direction beneficial to the whole human family.
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In this endeavour it is essential that we overcome the inertia of past

failures and summon the political will to break the impasse.

At the thirty-sixth session of the General Assembly in 1981, when I spoke
before this same body on the launching of global negotiations, I put forward the
view that perhaps this failure of political will stems from a deeper social and
spiritual malaise. Por the disarray evident all over the world may merely be
sysptomsatic of the collapse of the moral and social order.

Earlier, at the Assembly's thirty-eighth session, I had expressed the view
that the problems confronted by the world today have their roots in injustice,
intolerance, greed and dominance by the strong., The solutions to these problems
rest not in man's acquisitive nature but in his sense of justice and sense of
community with his fellow men.

International relations, ifncluding oéono.ic relations, must no longer be based
solely on the balance of conflicting interests nor on unremitting cospetition among
nations for material objectives. Rather they must also be founded on the moral
principles accepted by all mankind - justice, equitable sharing of resources,
mutual understanding and co-operation, tolerance, the protection of the weak and
freedom from domination by the strong.

When mankind is faced with so much disarray and confusion, and when all else
seems to fall apart, there is a tendency for man to search for solutions beyond the
material, to reaffirm his love for life, to look inward and to turn to himself - to
his inner self - for anawers to his malaise.

I cannot believe that my voice or others of the same persuasion are lonely
voices in the wildernesgs,

In the Renalssance period which followed the Dark Ages there was a movement to

make man the centre of the universe, That period saw his rebirth and the flowering
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of his civilisation after centuries of inactivity and ignorance. He was encouraged

to aspire to greater heights of excellence in all fields of human endeavour, Man
should neve: ba viewed as & Weans, dbut alvays s an end in himself. To serve the
ends of man is the ultimate justification of all social institutions.

In the case of the Philippines, President Marcos has postulated the Pilipino
ideclogy, which is based on the egalitarian principle. He is aware that we could
all be equal in degradation and poverty, but such equality is obviously
meaninglass. That is why a commitment to an egalitarian policy should rest upon
the broad ideal of husanism.

Allow me, therefore, to appeal once again to this Assembly to support my
country's call for a new international human order. I believe this is the time to
move towards the establishment of such an order that focuses on development efforts
based not only on the material but also on the social, human and spiritual aspects
of man. Human resource development goals ~ HRD - must be based on man's total
growth, encompassing body, mind and spirit. 1In short, man must be the
centre~piece, the object and subject of development.

A man nurtured in an environment of total fulfilment develops a natural
compassion for his fellow men. Because he feels love, his relationship with his
neighbours will not be one of conflict, but of harmony and good will, As this
positive relationship i8 raised to the level of States the implications for
universal peace and co-operation are far-reaching.

As early as the thirtieth session of the Genersl Assembly I spoke of the need
for an international code of ethics thut would be based on the principles of
sovereign equality and self-determination. At the thirty-seventh session the
Pnilippines submitted a related proposal for the new international human order that
focused on the moral aspects of development, and at the thirty~eighth session a

resolution was adopted by the Assembly that provided for the inclusion of the
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proposal in the provisional agenda of the fortieth session. The Philippine

proposal takes into account the various principles embodied in the Charter of the
United Nations, as well as in other charters, conventions and declarations in the
field of economic and social relations, which established or recognized certain
rights of peoples consistent with huwan dignity.

The Philippine initiative proposes that development assistance should be
extended to people at the grass-roots level who should be the primary beneficiaries
of the development process. Development should be carried out with full popular
participation ~ not only because the people who are the beneficiaries of
development should be involved and their interests and desires fully respected, but
also because popular participation is necessary to ensure the success of any
development programme,

It proposes, through the international human order, to strengthen and expand
assistance programmes to refugees, the disabled, the handicapped, the aged,
children and to all human beings in the greatest need.

It calls for some kind of international public financing to serve certain
essential functions, including the satisfaction of basic needs, the equitable
distribution of income and production and the stabilization of economic ané social
conditions,

Some of us may look upon the proposal for a new international human order with
scepticism. Some may even consider it Utopian, This is understandable, because
what we are attempting to achieve is a reorientation of the value system and
attitudes of man in order to change man himself. And as this entails a long and
evolutionaty process, we may not see its practical results in our lifetime,

But if we cannot change man, as the philosophers conclude, we should assert

man's resolute will to change or restructure his iniquitous institutions.



5 “ ‘ A/&O/W.Gl."{w
el 810

(Mre, Marcos, Philippines)

ohig, then, is ocur vision for s bold rersh for peace, justice, edquality and
freedom. This 18 a visicn ve can attain 4in our lifetime, It is therefore
imperative thet we now take the initial steps towards the establishment of this new
order.

The time of decision is upon u3., We must grasp this historic opportunity to
fashicn a better world for posterity. This is tbe huwan wission for our age. I am

confident we will succeed.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The next speaker is the
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and Special Envoy of the Swiss Pederal
Council, His Excellency Mr, Edouard Brunner.

Mr. BRUNNER (Switzerland) (interprestation from French): It is a great
honour for us to be able to adress the General Aasembly of the United Nations on
the occasion of the fortieth anniversary of the founding of the Organization. As a
aon-member State of the United Nations, Switzerland is all the more aware of the
full significance of that honour. The anniversary has been given the theme "the
United Nations for a better world"., It is my country's hope that the coming
decades upon which the members of the international community are about to enter
will be marked by the beginning of an era of peace, liberty and justice for all men
and all peoples.

When we look back at the distance covered since 1945, we can easily believe
that the United Nations has been successful because of the decisive actions it has
taken, the concrete measures it has implemented, the instruments it has adopted and
the impetus it has triggered rather than because of the speesches and statements of
intent it has produced. This is indeed a lesson that should guide our reflections.

As the Assembly is aware, our sovereign, the Swiss people, will soon be called
upon to vote with the cantons on our country's entry into the United Nations,
whatever the verdict - which, I would recall, refers solely to our joining the
Organization - the Assembly may rest assured that our foreign policy will remain
open to the world and to the international community, with due respect for our
permanent and armed neutrality.

The difficulties confronting the United Natiosng are often a matter for
discussion. The Presidznt of the Assembly, in his inaugural address, spoke of a
crisis of prestige and added that the Urganization had not lived up to the orlginal

expectations of the world. The Secretary-General sald in his last report:
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“There is no denying that in the present circumstancee the peace and security
system of the United Nations has many weaknssses and many shortcomings.”
(A/40/1)

That being the case, one might well wonder why we should decide now to start
proceedings for Swiss membership of the United Nations. Our answer is that if the
United Nations is indeed going through a crisis, it is a crisis of the
international comsunity and of the inter-State relations which the United Nations
necessarily reflects, if not mirrors, and that if that mirror did not reflect truth
and reality, if it distorted reality by prettifying it, by ceasing to be faithful
it would no longer be fulfilling its role and function.

It is not by breaking the mirror or by refusing to look in.o it and to
recognize the image it presents that we will be able to resolve problems and
overcome difficulties. We believe that it is from the incide that patient efforts
should be made to establish harmony and stability in international relations by
using the instrument Members have forged through the 40 years of existence we are
now commemorating. That instrument has the great advantage of existing. 1t is
irreplaceable.

I1f Switzerland becomes a Member of the United Nations, it will do everything
in its power to place actions before words and to continue to carry out a coherent
and predictable foreign policy. It is our premise that our permanent and armed
neutrality as we ourselves define it is useful to the international community and
is a factor of stability in inter-State relations. Indeed, it is auvcepted and
respected as such.

Should we become Menbers of the United Nations, we would certainly take an
interest in all issues under discussion, but we do have priorities which we intend

to establish, Permit me to recall some of the principal ones.
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In the political field, for example, we are convinced that no solution can
ever be f~und to the problems of disarmament unless the reasons which lead nations
to arm themselves - namely, miotrust of sach other's intentions - are dealt with.
Above all, as wo see it, confidence must be re~established between the leading
actocs on the international scene. There must be no confusion between cause and
effect, betwean the true sources and the symptoms of tension and conflict.

True to its centuries-old tradition, Switzerland will continue to lend itr
goot offices when requested. We see no inconsistency between this traditional role
and belonging to an Organization such as this. Certainly there are situations in
which only an international Organization can act, but there are other situations
where a State alone is able to render specific services.

In the field of law, we wish to be able to participate fully in the
codification of internstional law and we shall slwvays oppOSe any move to wesken
it. The living heritage of centuries of struggle and civiiisation, intsrnational
law is the safeguard of the weak and, even mote 80, it should be the dignity of
the strong.

In the social and husanitarian field, we shall pursue our commitment for the
full respect of human rights, which must have equal value thrcughout the world,
while being aware that overly strident condamnations sometimes yield no results.

Paithful to its traditions, Switzerland will catry on mobilizing available
human and material resources for humanitarian actions to alleviate suffering, for
human rights are bound up with a minimum of physical and moral well-being .

Pinally, in the economic field, we shall continue our fight against
protectionism, convinced a8 we are that it is a permanent element of crisis. In o
world whete interdependence between States hae becoms a basic charscteristic,
protectionism ig a perfect example of 8 short-sighted policy. To keep it in chack,

we shall continue to work towards balanced expanaion of tha world economy, suitable
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gtowth in the developing countries and increased stability in international
economic relations. A

While co-opuration in development, and especially aid to ths least-developed
countries must by its very natuvre fit into an economic context, we must also strive
to remove the injustice and inequality which so often ars ;ausel of tension in the
world. We shall certainly continue our efforts to thcse already devoted to such
activities, thus demonstrating our solidacity with the ifnternational community and,
in our view, contributing to peace in the world.

The anniversary that we are celebrating today quite naturally ieads us to
review the main international crises of today and the means to resolve them.

Pirst and foremost, we should like to stress that rLespect for human rights and
the establishment of lasting peace and security are closely linked concepts which
are becoming increasingly indissoluble. 1In our viaw, this is true the world over.
It would indeed be inconceivable that peace and security could ever take a soiid
hold az long as human rights are not respected, in keeping with the commitments

undertaken by almost 8ll countries in numerous international instruments.
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As for the debt crisis, which has reached such serious proportions, its
Settlement should be facilitated by helping countries in debt to mobilize enough of
their own resources to enable them to mest their obligations. Obviously, it is rot
by prevciting them from marketing their products in developed countries that

countries deep in debt will be helped to remedy their situation, Here indeed is a

case of jointly held responsibility.

Those observations quite rightly have their place in the United Nations, the
westing place of all peoples. Here many contacts may be made or renewed, a
dialogue may be started or continued, outside the official bodies. The United
Nations is, par excellence, the place where dialogue and negc*iation can and must
take the place of force - force still resorted to by so many States in spite of the
prohibition enshrined in the Charter. The peaceful settlement of disputes is the
ohligation of all States. It is those who refuse dialogue or negotiation that are
very largely to blame for the present tensions in the world.

There is an obvious affinity between the objectives of our foreigr policy and
those esbodied in the United Nations Charter. 1Is it surprising then that, though
absent at the creation of the United Nations, Switzerland has supported it on many
occasions? Our country has become a member of practically every speciaslized agency
of the United Nations and of some of its subsidiary organs dealing with
humanitarian or technical questions as well as with development. Por 40 years now,
we have been deeply involved in the United Nations system.

Our involvement in the field of multilateral co-operation has roots which go
deep into the past. It dates back to the end of the nineteenth century, when the

forerunners of today's international organizations wvere founded. GSeveral of them

were born in our ccuntry and established their headquarters there. It was in line
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with that very tradition that we signed an agreement with the United Nations as
long ago as 1946 in order to facilitate their establishment as well as &mk
activities on Swiss soil. The name of Geneva has ever since then been inseparably
linked to that of the United Nations, Now an essential element of our foreign
polivy, such an open-door policy is a concrete example of Switzerland's interest in
multilateral diplomacy and international co-operation in general. We are very
Pleased to see the excelient co-operation established in this respect between the
United Nations and our country.

Pinally, allow ms to express Switserland's admiration for the way in which the
Secretary-General of the United Mations is carrying out his duties. Through his
untiring efforts and his involvesent, which is constant, though self-effacing when
success requires it, the Secretary-General has tackled with lucidity and realism
the search for gradual solutions to particularly sensitive international problems.

A review of 40 years of existence is a very delicate undertaking. It is all
too easy, unfortunately, to notice the large number of yet unsolved problems while
losing sight of all that has been achieved within the frawswork of the United
Nations. And, to quote the last report of the Secretary-General, the world is
certainly still

"a very imperfect, insecure, unjust, dangerous and, in all too many regions,

impoverished place®”. (A/40/1, p. 3)

But we also note that for the first time in this century four decades have gone by
without the outburst of a world-wide conflict. International co-operation is of
course still undergoing and will continue to undergo many trials and incidents,
But by its very existence the United Nations expresses the will to overcome them.

To that will, Switzerland wishes today t» pay tribute from this rostrum.
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The FRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The next speaker is the
Secretary of State for Poreign Affairs and Special Envoy of the Government of the
Republic of San Marino, His Excellency Mr. Giordano Bruno Reffi. I now call on him.

Mr, REFPI (San Marino) (spoke in Italian; interpretation from French text
furnished by the delegation): I accepted with great pleasure the invitation
extended to me by the United Nations Secretary-General, and I am here at this
General 2saembly session to commemorate with everyone here the fortieth anniversary
of the founding otvth. United Nations.

This is the first time that a representative of the Government of the Republic
of San hurino and, in particular, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, are
participsting in the General Assembly of the United Nations. Allow me, therefore,
briefly to set forth before the Assembly some information on the historical
development and the political position of my country.

During its 16 centuries of life, liberty and independence, the Republic of San
Marino hes preferred to follow, vis-A-vis the communities that surround it, a
policy of apparent isolation; and until the end of the eighteenth century its
infrequent relations with other countries consisted primarily of the purchase of
neighbouring territories; the signing of peace treaties with neighbouring
suzerains; and arbitration, entrusted to the most important figures of the region,
to resolve disputes about territorial borders.

The first treaties of friendship and trade with the Roman Republic, with the
Cisalpine Republic and with the Italian Republic date from 1700. After the decline
of the Napoleonic epoch, the territory of the Republic was surrounded by the Papal

Stat:s, and two treaties with the Holy See broke a long period of international

inertia.
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However, from Romagna, shaken by political upheavals, and from more distant
regions came 3 host of political refugees, and these exiles were waruly received
and protected - sometimes at the risk of great danger - by the people of
fan Marino. Moreover, the Republic, in which the principles of freedom are deeply
rooted, could not fail to show, even in a covert way, its full solidarity with the
cause of freedom for the Italian people. Indeed, it contributed to the formation
of the Italian Kingdom by sending volunteers and by extending its hospitality to
Garibaldi and all those who were struggling for the unity of Italy. That is well
known,

From that time on, for political as well as economic reasons, relations with
the neighbouring country became ever mocre intense, and there wvas also an increase
in relations with other European and non-European States and, later, with
international organizations.

The Republic, faithful to its tradition of freedom, firmness and courage, has
shown a consistency of policy ond dignity for which praise and approval have been
expressed on many occasions throughout the centuries. Indeed, this is what
Voltaire said:

"The size of the territory of the Republic of San Marino is nearly equal to

that held by Romulus, and yet it is the clearest proof of an existing denial

of superstition and the perpetuation of war".

Napoleon Bonaparte assured the Republic of peace and the inviolable friendship
of FPrance, and he stated that this provided him with the opportunity to attest to
the great veneration which the inhabitants of San Marino inspired in all friends of
freedon,

In 1861, Garibaldi wrote to the Captains Begent that:

"I am proud to be a citizen of such an honourable Republic. Amung the many

examples of the generosity which has made it reapected and much loved
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throughout the centuries, there is that recent one - for which I shall be
eternally grateful: the hospitality that it offered to me and my soldiers
during the withdrawal from Rome in 1849°.

In the same year, 1861, the President of the United States, Abraham Lincoln,
saids

“Although your domain is a small one, your State is one of the most honoured

in history. It has proved by its experience a truth that is so encouraging to

the friends of mankind: that a Government based on republican principles can

be secure and can endure”.

In 1980, the President of the Italian Republic, Sandro Pertini, addressed the
Captains Regent as follows:

“From its very origins the Rapublic o_t Titan has been a psaceful community, a

refuge for the cppressed and the pestsecutsd in the neighbouring areas, From

the time when its sovereignty was recognized up to signing of the Treaties of

Westphalia, San Marino has been able to maintafin its borders and its

traditions intsct, thanks to the high quality of its democratic institutions,

which have been an example of freedom and independence throughout the

centur jes”,
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.

In that saxe year, Pope John Paul II said:

“I see before me the image of the entire population of this Republic of
many Towers, which, honouring its tradition of freedom and peace, is pursuing
to its end a path of generosity and constructiveness, thus adding new merits
to those of its age~o0ld hospitality and brotherly solidarity."”

San Marino wishes to maintain intact that well-known tradition and has
therefore based its international conduct on recognition of its own sovereignty and
protection of the interests, modest though they be, of the Republic and its
citizens, in the conviction that every State, however small, has an obligation to
contribute to the attainment of the following goals of international development:
sovereign equality and respect for sovereign rights, including full respect for the
individuality of each country and all the inalienable rights connected with the
freedom of every State freely to choose and develop its own political, social,
sconomic and cultural system; the non-use of the threat or use of force in
bilateral and international relations against the tercritorial integrity or
political independence of States; the territorial integrity of States; the peaceful
settlement of disputes; non-intervention in the internal affairs of other States;
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; and the self-determination of
peoples,

It follows logically from this that neutrality has for centuries been the
consistent basis of San Marino's political activities at the international level.
That position, which iz the most appropriate for a small State, cannot and must not
take the form of isolation and total passivity as manifested in a refusal to
express its views on the most important international problems or in a refusal to
contribute, if possible, in a practical way to the advancement of peace and justice
in the world, to economic and social progreys and to the affirmation of the right

of peoples to self-determination and complete independence. HNor can it fail tc
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condean all forms of colonialism, racism and foreign intervention and to call for

rerpect for human rights and an end to all duplicity in international relations.

Moreover, respect for the principle of neutrality is unquestionably in keeping
with the harmonization of relations between States and the free progress of the
international community towards peace. The pursuit of a policy of active
neutrality on the basis of the above concepts requires that the Republic take a
stronger and more active part in congresses, bodies and initiatives where it can
make a valuable contribution and play an important role in mediation and in
reconciling the interests and positions of opposing blocs.

The Government of the Republic of San Marino wished to be represented at this
special, significant session in order to convey, through me, the deep gratitude of
the people of San Marino for the role played by the United Mations during its
40 years of fruitful activity in the interest of peace, the development of
countries and the progress of pecples.

Society today is marked by grave imbalances and profound economic contrasts,
which favour the rich countries at the expense of the poor, which are becoming
still poorer. Races, minorities, entire peoples, must still endure harsh racial
discrimination and apartheid. Peoples are still unable freely to determine their
own fate, for military occupation or economic difficulties prevent the free
exercise of that basic right. Millions of human beings continue to live in the
unjust, harsh conditions, lacking the food needed for survival and the fight
against hunger is still dependent on the philanthropic inclinations of the most
sensitive. It is difficult for small States to achieve respect for sovereign
equality and individuality and the free exercise of sovereign rights.

In all too many countries, the true exercise of the civil, political,
economic, social and cultural rights and freedoms inherent in the dignity of the

human person has not been achieved, but is rather being smothered. Scientific
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progress is used in the service of torcc; The most sophisticated weapons are being

placed at the service of threats and of a determination to achieve supremacy no
matter what the cost. The arms race continues unchecked; the desire for
disarmament and peace comes up against the political and strategic need for a
balance of arms and the interests of the super-Powers, on which the hopes of
peoples inevitably depend.

Thus, today as never before we must have complete confidence in the United
Nations, the only Organization in a position, thanks to the co~ordinated will and
efforts of all its Members, to make the behaviour of States more equitable and more
in keeping with the aspirations of individuals. That confidence is based on a
conviction that the international society of our time must be organized if it
wishes o achieve what we believe is the unanimous and sincere objective of
harmonious development for all, the preservation of peace and harmony among all the
world's peoples,

By expressing that confidence, the Republic of San Marino wishes, through me,
to declare its desire to establish soon 8 more organized relationship with the
United Nations. This will be possible thanks to the fact that in the Republic
there is absolute respect for the principle of the preservation of the freedoms and
rights of the individual,

We also believe that our relations with the International Court of Justice,
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the wWorld
Health Organization, the International Telecommunication Union and the
International Labour Organisation and our active participation in the long and
difficult process of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Burope attest

to our indisputable will to co—operate.
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I 40 not believe it could be otherwise for a State which - permit me to say on
behalf of the citizens of San Marino - is proud of its 1,685 years of freedua, of
autonomy courageously defended and fortunately retained and of democratic
government that respects the rights and wishes of the people, in the service of the
cause of justice for all. It could not be otherwise for a State that practises
active neutrality as a matter of cutomary law, which last took part i1 a war ir
1462, and vhich, although ruined during the last world war, which did not spare
non-combatant States, by aerial bombardment and invasion of its neutral,
unprotected territory, offered its hospitality to 200,000 refugees from
neighbouring cities which had been destroyed.

The universality of the United Nations leaves room also for saall States which
could certainly never determine what acuo_n the Organization should take - and San
Marino would never want this ~ but which can make a contribution to any cause that
promotes peace and justice.

Justice in a scciety affects each individusl and all of mankind and requires a
new economic order that ensures for all peoples, especially developing puoples,
fair access to avajlable goods.

Justice wears the achievement of peace, Peace is not utopian any more than
war is an inevitable calamity, Peace is possible, indeed it is a duty for thcse in
a position to ensure it, and it is therefore & heavy reseponsibility for those that
have not wished or do not wish to maintain and guarantee it.

I bring a message of encouragement and hope to the United Nations from the
small Republic of San Marino, which occupies only 62 square kilometres of the
Italian peninsula and ig inhabited by 23,000 people ~ while the unfortunate need to
emigrate has sent another 11,000 abroad, All of these shate the expectations of

the peoples of the entire world.
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It is o wassage of encouragement not to let the will ¢o change and to improve
be weakened by the complexity of problems, by the inevitable errors and by the
setbacks of the past, the present and the future; and it ic a message of hope born

of confidence in man and his natural instinot vo live in peace.
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The PRESIDENT (intexpretation from Spanish): The next speaker is ths
Secretary of State for External Relations and Special Envoy of the President of the
Argentine Pepublic, His Excellency Mr. Jorge Sabato.

Mr, SABATO (Argentina) (interpretation from Spanish): I wish to convey
to you, Mr. President, to the Secretary-General and to the Beads of delegations the
greetings of the President of the Republic, Dr. Raul Alfonsin, and his hope that
this commemoration will help strengthen the commitment of the international
community to the purposes that inspired the creation of the United Nations.

Throughout its 40 years' eristence, the Organization has played a fundamental
role in upholding the purposes and principles of the Charter, just as it has been
an essential instrument for the elimination of discrimination and for
decoloniszation, the strengthening of human rights and the promotion of economic and
social progress.

Over those years mankind has avoided the tragedy that a new world war would
have meant, However, there have been, and there still continue, regional conflicts
that, in addition to their resultant death and destruction, threaten world peacs.
We believe that the United Nations was and is indispensable ¢o resolve them. One
could only wonder what would have happened in the world if it had not been for the
existence and activities of the United Nations.

Argentina firmly believes in the need to resolve conflicts through dialogue
and diplomatic negotiation. 1t has demonstrated that with Chile, resolving in that
manner the age-~old controversy over the Beagle Channel. It is also trying in that
way to secure acceptance by the United Kingdom of the path uf diplomatic
negotiation to resolve all the differences between that country and mine, including
the question of the Malvinas Islandg, the South Sandwich Islands and South
Georgia. 1In that effort Argentina has encountered at the United Wations constant,

helpful co-operation, for which my Government must express i{ts gratitude, just as
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it wishes to thank the Secretary-General for his ongoing interest and for his hard
work in seeking the necessary common ground so that we may arrive at the moment for
fruitful negotiations.

While my country has adopted that approach to resolving international
conflicts, it notes with concern how the arms race has intensified, thus
heightening the danger of nuclear conflagration. We are all involved in that
situation, some being responsible for it, but acet being victims -~ and therefore
all nations must make an effort to see the use of the rationality needed by mankind
in order to assure the essential right to life that we all possess.

That was the meaning of the Delhi Declaration of 28 January 1985, which
expressed the common will of Argentina, Greece, India, Mexico, Sweden and the
United Republic of Tanzania - that is, peoples of different cultures and
geographically far apart « for the initiation of a new course in respect of our
sain common inheritance: survival,

It is also clear that today the right to life is inseparable from the right to
a dignified life. Much of mankind suffers the incomprehensible scourge of hunger,
poverty, indignity and insecurity. WNone the less, the progress of mankind has
generated the necessary resources for us now to begin on the task of securing
justice 80 that we may soon revecrse that reality, which causes us so much shame.
Por that it would be sufficient to put to the service of economic and social
develomment the effort, the scientific progress and part of the immense rescurces
now devoted to destruction, In that way, moreover, we should achieve the true and
definitive consolidation of peace, because only those peoples that have achieved

good living conditions can fully appreciate life's worth and struggle to maintain

it.
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In addition, the absorption Of resources by the arms race not only makes it
difficult to improve the vorld in which we live; those expenditures have also
caused a grave change in the system of international economic relations,
accentuating its shortcomings and aggravating a orisis that is having an adverse
effect on the prosperity of the developed countries and is impeding the progress of
the more backward regions of the world, to the extent that such progress sometimes
sSeen an impossible dream.

Peace and progress, disarmament and growth, have rarely been so closely linked
as they are now. At the same time, rarely have tho\ interests and aspirations of
the peoples of the world been more suitable to uniting those peoples in
co-opetation for justice and life. That is one of the fundamental objectives of my
country's foreign policy, symbolized in the Delhi Declaration to which I have
referred and, within Latin America, reflected in a broad range of international
political and economic initiatives.

Despite all the potential for world peace and progress, we are today
vitneasing a crisis in international esconomic relations as seriocus as, or more
serious than, that of 1930, The crisis is the culmination of the erratic
functioning of an international economic order which has accentuated the
inequalities in economic and social progress between nations.

The irrational nature of the prevailing economic system manifests itself in
many ways., We see it, for example, in the accumulation of food stocks. In wheat
and fodder alone surplus commercial stocks amount to 200 million tons, equivalent
to 15 per cent of worid output, while tens of millions of buman beings go hungry.

Hurt by protectionism and the trade discrimination of the more developed
countr jies, the countries of our region - as of other regions of the world - find

one of the most serious aspects Of the present crisis to be the problem of the

external debt.
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Since 1980 interest rates on the world market have increased by five times
over the historic average of the previous 70 years, through circumstances snd
decisions beyond the control of our peoples. The result is the absurd parsdox that
& large region fighting to grow and develop has been turned into an exporter of
capital, It is sufficient to point out that in 1983 alone net payments to *he
developed world to service the Latin American debt resched $30 billjon.

Those confronted with that tragic state of affairs experience temptations to
act in haraful ways. On the one hand, they can fall for the illusion that the
situation is temporary. 1In other words, one can deny the gravity of the crisis and
its consequences and pay up, whatever the ocost. On the other hand, there is the
tesptation to 9o in for isolation, without assessing its affects - in other words,
to repudiate the debt. That would be to deny the interdependence of international
economic relations and the weakness Of national markets as a prop for growth.

Latin American democtacy has rejected that false alternative. It has
accepted, with realism, that no progress for its pecples is possible if it ignores
the complex international network of economic relations that is the hallmark of
today's world, With the same realism, we note that the external debt is not a mere
trade or short-term problem, and point out that it ie the consequence of a global
crisis of the system underlying those international economic relations.

Therefore, in the game way as we refuse to subject our peoples to the
inevitable backwardne¢ss of isolationism, we emphasize that there is no solution to
the problem of the external debt based on impoverishment and hunger.

That is the common experience of Latin America, and it is algo the basis of

the lesson in goud senge our region is giving to the worid.
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PFor many dscades Latin America placed its hopes in the consolidation of the

progress made by the central economies, and time and time again it was the
principal victim of their crises. This harah apprenticeship has emphasized the
weakness of that type of radial relationship with the msjor power centres,
reflected in inherent constraints not only on our own capacity for growth but also
on the contribution which the region can an& should make to the progress of mankind,

In recent years the Latin American countries have made and are making major
adjustments /n their economies, which have revealed how inadequate they are to
resolve the problem of the crisis. MNone the less, these adjustments demonstrate
the scundness of our present situation as societies, and indicate that only a
resumption of growth will be able to offer a definitive and lasting solution
through a nev internationsl economic order, This implies that the common senss and
efforts of our peoples must be parallelled by similar common sense and efforts in
the developed world which must, without further delay, examine the reasons behind
its progress and realize that a global crisis calls for a global responss.

Half a century ago the crisis of the central economies opened up the way for
the consolidation of national territories in Latin America. Wow this crisis is
beginning to transfors the rhetoric of our Latin American integration into a real
necessity, in other words, it is beginning to open up possibilities of a new
regional economic area in the service of our peoples and cf mankind as a whole, not
contradictory but complementary to the other regional economic areas which with
each passing day become more characteristic of our age.

This is the reason for the need for a political and global discussaion of the
crisis which Latin America began a year and a half ago in the (artagena Consensus,
and which we now see 18 beginning to be understood by those who bear the prime

respoagibility for the situation and for finding a way out of it,
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The congolidaticn of peace through control of the arms race is indissolubly
linked to the need to overcome backwardness and to stimulate economic growth on the
basis of a mature and responsible dialogue among nations. Pour dscades later the
principles, cbjectives and values of the United Nations Charter are still a major
reflection of what all the peoples yearn for the most.

It is essential to recognize the impediments and obstacles which the United
Nations and its agencies have encountered in their efforts to achieve the
objectives laid down at the time of their creation, but it is also essential to
confirm and endorse the confidence placed in the United Nations as an instrument
necessary to realize those aspirations.

My country is convinced that active participation in all international forums,
and principally in this one, is essential to overcome these difficulties and
constraints in an imaginative, dynamic, and creative spirit, which will strengthen
the bonds that unite us and banish for ever what separates us. What unites us is
the survival of mankind based on dignity, justice, security and progress,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I call now on
Mtr. Rene Novella, Special Envoy of His Serene Highness the Prince of Monaco.

Mr. NOVELLA (Monaco) (interpretation from French): Mr. President, first
of all, I should like to extend to you, on behalf of sy Government, my very warm
congratulztions on your election as President of this fortieth session of the
United Nations General Assembly. This choice made by the Asgsembly is a
demonstration of its confidence in you and in Spain, which in today's internaticnal
community occupies the place for which its past has marked it,

In a few days we shall be celebrating the fortieth anniversary of the entry

into force of the Charter, which lays down four major objectives for the United

Nations.
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rirst:

“to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our

lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind, ... ."

This objective wvas the one which the fifty-odd States which participated in
the San Prancisco Conference wished to make the first and the most important.

By placing it in the Preamble, and highlighting it in that constitutional
instrument that was to govern the activities of what was shortly to become the
United Nations, they stressed, at a time when the clamour of arms was slowly
subsiding, their unanimous determination to preserve once and for all peace and
Security in a world which had been bled white by more than five years of
unprecedented armed conflict. Are there any democratic nations which do not
subscribe wholebeartedly to such an objective?

I should like ¢to recall here that Monaco, under the guidance of its Princes,
has alvays fully supported this principle of peace and security and has never
spared any efforts in disseminating its underlying ideas and in helping to
consolidate it.

At the dawn of a century which was to be darkened by two global
conflagrations, Prince Albert I, convinced, as a scholar, that only progress and
knowledge could bring happiness to mankind and aware that such progress could be
achieved only in a spirit of harmony, invited the Eieventh Univers:l Peace Congress
to Monaco.

A few months later, on 20 PFebruary 1903, he founded the International Peace
Institute which he entrusted with the task of studying ways of extending the use of
methods of understanding and resolving, solely through arbitration, those disputes
which inevitably arise among nations.

"1 have long been searching," he wrote, “for wayg to open the eyes of one and

all to the need to resolve difficulties as soon &8s they arisge.”
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But he was not simply a perceptive theoretician of pacifism. A few hours
before the great conflagration in August 1914, he made one last attempt to bring
the warmongers to reason.

In pursuing the work done by his father, Prince Louis II in 1934 created the
Legal-Medical Commission which from the very beginning of its work drew up the
so—called Monaco Project, a genuine codification of respect for life in time of war
which was to play a decisive role in the preparation of the Geneva Conventions
of 1949 and the additional Zrotocols of 1977,

The second objective of the Charter strengthens and supplements the first:

"To develop friendly relations among nations based on cespect for the

principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, ..." (article 2).

Is there any need to encourage this Assembly to expand and to express such an
objective in greater detail at a time when in several parts of the world dark storm

clouds seem likely to eclipse it?
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Is there any need to stress the extent of the dedication to such friendly
telations of a country whose sovereigns for eight centuries now, and throughout all
the vicissitudes of history, have sade efforts to saintain with nations near and
far ties of the most cordial openness?

"To achieve international co-operation in solving international problems
of an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian character, and in promoting
and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all
without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion®.

Those who drafted the Charter, aware of the close relationship between the
political, economic and social spheres, saw the need simultanecusly to work on
international co-operation in the wost varied areas.

Co-operation in the sciences, the hermonization of means and systens of
communications, the working out of inter-linked study programmes, the protection of
the environment and humanitarian assistance found within the United Nations system
that gtructure required for their implementation at the world level.

However, the importance of regional co-operation cannot be forgotten. Monacoe,
which attaches special importance to it, has made an effort under the leaderghip of
its sovereigns to stimulate co-operation among neighbouring States in such areas as
the environsent in which it believed its actions could serve as an example.

As far back as 1910 it convened the Commission on the Mediterranean, which
since then has become the International Commission for the Scientific Exploration
of the Mediterranean Sea, and at the present time it is host to the Commigsion,
which is presided over by Prince Rainier.

More recently, the tripartite RAMOGE Convention was one of the first examples
of scientific, technical, legal and administrative joint co-operation undertaken to

protect a coastal zone that was experiencing heavy tourist development and rapid

urban expansion.
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We are extremely proud of our cultutal activities which support the idea of
universal peace in the plastic arts, music, literature, information, education,
youth activities and sports; somstimes, too, we are proud that we manage to win.
This does not preclude Baron de Coubertin's slogan: “to be a centre for
harmonizing the actions of nations in the attainmen: of these comson ends.” Just
as troops cannot advance in disarray, the objectives of the Charter cannot be
successfully implemented in a reasonable period of time and in a rational manner
without constant and vigorous conoern for co-ordination,

The proliferation of organizations both intecgovernmental and
non-governmental, confusion as to their spheres of competence, the overlapping of
programmes - all can only do harm, by overburdening and unbalancing budgets, to
actions undertaken for development and co-operation,

As regards those bodies that the United Nations has wisely set up, allow me to
express the hope that the harmonious definition of their spheres of competence will
allow us to achieve the co-ordination that is so indispensable.

My Government decided to accept the invitation that was sent it to address
this Assesbly in order to emphasize its deep conviction that progress towards &
world society living in peaceful and harmonious development can only take place if

there is respect for and strict observance of those fundamental principles that

were soleanly adopted on 26 June 1945,

My Government also wished to show that throughout these 30 years during which
it has been allowed to be present as an observer, Monaco, under the leadership of
its sovereign, has not wanted to confine itself to such an undemanding role, 1In
keeping with ite tradition it has indeed made an effort to continue to participate
actively and positively, as fully as it can, in international life., We believe

most sincerely that this participation has always been carried out in the spirit of

the Charter, to which Monaco fully subscribes.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The next speaker is the
Special Envoy of the Government of the Republic of Bolivia, His Excellency
Mr. Carlos Salamanca.

Mr, SALAMANCA (Bolivia) (interpretation from Spanish): Mr. President,
allow me to convey to you my aost cordial congratulations on your election. 1 take
great pleasure in noting that a diplomat with your talent and experience is in
charge of the work of this session of the General Assembly, during which it is
commemorating the fortieth anniversary of the United Wations,

I also take great pleasure in greeting the Secretary-General,

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuesllar, whose tireless work in the service of the United
Nations has been acclaimed and recogniszed by all.

It is a special privilege for me to speak from this rostrum as a member of the
Bolivian delegation. Porty years ago I alsc took part as & member of our
delegation on the semorable occasion of the signing of the United NHations Charter.
We are now gathered here to commemorate that event, vhich was a beacon of hope in
the history of mankind. I would have liked to have had present with me today sy
Bolivian colleagues who were at San Prancisco, Mr. Victor Andrade and
Mr. Eduardo Arze Quiroga.

Though I do not underestimate the work done by the Organization in its
40 years, I must admit that, in certain fundamental respects having to do with
international peace and security, the purposes of the Charter have not been
fulfilled in the terms in which they wete originally conceived. The San Prancisco
Conference adopted a fundamental concept: the special permanen: responsibilities
of the military Powers in connection with problems of international peace and
security. Chapters VI and VII and Article 26 of the Charter set up a system
designed to prevent an arms race. By establishing exclusive areas of security, the

great Powers in fact had watered down the system established by the Charter.
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By withdrawing from the system, the dominant Powers in opposing security zones
set in motion a virtually uncontainable arms race in conventional and nuclear
weapons. Military expenditures now amount to the astronomical sum of
$3,000 million & day.

The founding of the United Nations represented the elimination of shaky
alliances that never vorked, but subsequent developments have, as the
Secretary~-General recognizes in his message, far from corresponded to that vision,

Hence we have an ambivalent situation. On the one hand, there is a balance of
povers laden with danger; on the other, there are the peaceful solutions provided
for in the Charter.

In this respect we have retrogressed. The United Mations has remained
powerless in the face of opposing alliances. The United Nations cannot operate
sffectively unless the arms race is stopped.

S8ince its foundation the United Nations has responded as far as it could to
the changes that have occurred in the world. There is no subject that bears on the

well-being of mankind that has not been included on the agendas Of the Assembly o¢

the various bodies assoriated with the Organization.
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Legal principles and instruments have been formulated to secure respect for
human rights, to extend the bsnefits of science and education, and to protect
children, The Organisation has concerned itself with seeking a new international
economic order that would reduce the disparities between developed and poor
countries. One example is provided by the various programmes for the developmeit
of technical co~operation. It should be noted that the original programme was
initiated by the Latin American Group at the Assembly's 1952 session.

The maintenance of peace has a vital connection to economic development. 1In
these depression years the problems have bo’n multiplying. There has been a
decline in world economic growth, thus seriously aggravating the situation in many
developing countries. The result has been inflation, unemployment, external debt
at high interest rates, and a lack of funds to check the dehumanizing power of
hunger and poverty.

Until the major Powers succeed in normalizing their relations it will be
impossible to secure the three essential elements for which the United Nations was
established: peace, development and Jisarmament, When the Dumbarton Osks proposal
was discussed at the San Francisco Conference, the Latin American Group

incorporated substantial modifications in the Charter, inter alia, to mention two

of the more important, the broadening of the Assembly's powers, and Chapter VIII of
the Charter on regional arrangements, The delegation of Bolivia included the word
"justice” in the Charter's Preamble, as it related to the subject of international
obligations and other sources of international law. 1In Article 14 we broadened the
powers of the Assembly to recommend measures for the peaceful adjustment of any
situation, regardless of origin.

At the 1952 sesaion of the Assembly, the joint efforts of Bolivia and Uruguay

led to the Assembly endorsing the right to economic self-determination. 1In 1958
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the subject of free access to the sea for land-locked countries was brought up, and
later adopted at the first Conference on the Lav of the Sea.

As a2 mexber of the Trusteeship Council Bolivia presided over the South Seas
Commission and vas a member of the Commission on New Guinea; Bolivia was appointed
by the Assembly and the Security Council to the chairmanship of the Comsission on
Angola. The years during which we represented Bolivia saw the beginning of the
decolonization of the countries under the Council's jurisdiction.

Having analysed the limitations and critical circumstances in which the
organisation must function and develop we can come to only one conclusion: its
Members must respect the Charter, for within its legal and conceptual framework we
can coexist, but outside it no peaceful solutions are possible.

The United Mations, as the first paragraph of the Preamble to the Charter
states, was organized as a result of two world wars; that is why that Organfization
represents the will to affirm life, to organize creative peace and to seek in human
coexistence the rationsle for our own lives.

1 would like to Zepeat here ~ and I would ask representatives to listen
carefully ~ what the great leaders of that period said in San Prancisco in support
of the United Nations. President Truman stated:

®1f rot brought under control, wodern war weapons, with their increasing

brutality, can destroy our civilization completely. It is still open to us to

choose between two alternatives: the continuation of international chaos, or
the establishment of a world authority to keep the peace.®

Molotov, Poreign Minister of the Soviet Union, said:
"The Soviet Government {8 a firm and sincere champion of the establishment of
a strong security organization, We must create an international organization

to safequard peace.”
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Anthony Eden, Foreign Secretary of the United Kingdom, stated:

°It is no exaggeration to say that this meeting we have begun may be the last

opportunity the world has. International security cannot be created

Overnight, it must be the result of a constant effort."

Mr, Spaak, the Belgian Poreign Minister:

“Solidarity will be weaningless if the peoples of the world fail to understand

clearly that they must help each other in time of peace. We cannot banish

from our minds the idea of justice and peace.®
Edward Stettinius, United States Secretary of State:

“The responsibility of the powerful States is to serve the peoples of the

world, not to dominate them."

Today more than ever, faced as we are with unimasginable dangers, everyone
hopes for a reduction of the tensions that now divide the world. The ideas of the
founders of the Organization and the promises made at that time have after 40 years
lost none of their vigour and are vitally needed today.

In conclusion, I should like to thank Mr. Julic Garrett Afllon, the
Vice-President of Bolivia, for his kind words in mentioning my own services to

Bolivia and to the United Nations.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The Assembly will now hear
a statement by the President of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, His Excellency
Lieutenant-General Hussain Mubammad Ershad,
Lisutenant-General Hussain Muhasmad Ershad, President of the People's Republic

of Bangladesh, was escorted to the rostrum.
President ERSHAD (spoke in Bengali; English text furnished by the

deloqaubn): 1 bring the warm and friendly greetings of the people of Bangladesh.
1 take this opportunity to congratulate you, Mr, President, on the effective manner
in which you are guiding our proceedings and also to -\ay tribute to the
Secretary-General for his very competent leadership of the Organiszation,

Our presence here - this gathering of o many leaders from all parts of the
world to commemorate *he fortisth anniversary of the world body - is a vindication
_ot the importance that the peoples and nations of the world attach to the United
Mations. It is a reaffirmation of our faith in, and commitment to, the noble
purposes and objectives enshrined in the Charter.

This session is teking place in a complex internationsl situation in which we
still f£ind many reasons for anxiety. It is, therefore, an occasion not only for
celebration but also for sober reflection and introspection. Since its birth
40 years ago the United Nations has seen great changes in the world, Though
nomentous strides have been made by mankind, we still see uncertainty everywhere
about a world in parts of which the guns of war still boom, uncertainty about our
economic prospects, uncertainty about the quality and meaning of human life,
uncertainty about the state of the environment, and of course, above all looms the
nightmare of nuclear war. I therefore strongly believe that today we need this

Organization far more than we did in 1945,
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Like the stories of all worthwhile human endeavours, the history of the United
Nations has been marked by successes, as well as disappointments, frustration and
even failures in certain areas.

The balance sheet is, however, more positive than it may appear at first
glance. To the scores of newly-independent countries of the third world, the
United Nations has continued to serve all these years as a main guarantor of the
political independence and sovereign equality of States and the best instrument to
promote their economic and social development in a secure enviromment. To
countries like ours, the United Nations holds out the best prospect and potential
for the survival and progress of mankind. The greatest relevance and most
important function of the United Nations is to represent man in terms of his quest
for survival as a decent human being, the prerequisites for this can no longer be
adequately ensured by individusl nations.

%o country can better exemplify the need for the United Nations than my own,
The fresdom-loving pecple of Bangladesh, in its struggle for liberation, has
derived strength from the principles of sovereignty, independence and
self-determination enshrined in the Charter. The role played by the United Kations
during our movement to independence, in efforts to minimize the effects of the
man-made tragedy suffered by our people, and subsequently in help for the
rehabilitation and development efforts of independent Bangladesh, is known by the
international comsunity., The basis for Bangladesh's multilateral diplomacy, which,
inter alia, derives from its strict adherence to the Charter of the United Hations
and the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Priendly
Relations and Co-operation among Btates in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations, emanates from the lessons learned from that experience., We in
Bangladesh have paid our highest tribute to the principles and objectives of the

Charter by incorporating in our Constitution the nation's resolute commitment to it,
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For nations such as Bangladesh, Lhe United Mations is thus both a defensive
shicld and the foundation of security. In fack, over the last four dcc;dca a
symbiotic relationship has grown up in the United Nations. The United Nations
survives on ths collective will of Member States, and the smaller Powers of the
so:ldAhavc auch at stake in sesing that the world body continues to gros in
strength and paves the way for the establishment of an internationai code, based on
peace and justice, which could enable the deepest aspirations of mankind to be
fulfilled, or which at least offers the potential for fulfilment.

Through the four decades of its existence the United Nations has contributed
in every area of husan endeavonr., It has significantly advanced human progress in
the political, economic, socisl and cuitural fields. fFrom the improvement of food
and agricultural production to the exploration of outer space, from science and
technology to the preservation of cultural heritages, from the law of the sea to
the status of women, from peace-keeping to population control - we £ind everywhere
sanifestations of the activities of the United Nations. It is due to the efforts
of the United Nations that lives of millions of children the world over have been
saved. It is because of the United Nations that millions around the world are
receiving their basic education and becoming literate. Again, it is due to the

United Nations that milljons are provided with basic health facilities,
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As we observe this year the twenty-fifth anniversary of the adoption of the

Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the
United Nations has seen remarkable progress in the deocolonization process.
Bowever, there are still people who are being denied their right to
self-determination and independence. We are particularly concerned that the
national rights of the peoples of Palestine and Namibia are being denied in total
dafiance of world opinion and decisions of the United Nations., The most deplorable
policy of apartheid is still being perpetrated on the people of Africa. The
outragecus situation now prevailing in South Africa has shaken the conscience of
humanity. As we are gathered here on the occasion of this comemoration, can we
not assert our joint will on the racist régime of South Africa and force it to
abandon for ever its heinous policy?

The theme for our commemoration is -u'nxuc Nations for a better world®". We
believe that this theme very adequately and effectively expresses what the United
Nations stands for and what role it can play for humanity. ¥e believe that this
theme also presents us with the basis for United Nations activities in the years to
come. The world will be listening to what we say and watching what we do here at
this session. May this collogquium hold out a beacon of hope on the future of
mankind to the discomfort of the prophets of doom concerning the United Nations.
Lec us nurture all that unites us and narrov the attitudes that divide us. Let us
not postpone but act honestly to lighten the afflictions which weigh so heavily
upon mankind, It should be our common endeavour to work for the achievement of
global peace and justice, social and economic development, independence and
progrese of all peoples. On our part, allow me on behalf of the people and the
Government of Bangladesh, to reiterate our total support for the struggle against

all forms of colonialism and racism and reaffirm our support for the principles of
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sslf-determination and human rights. We again emsphasize the need for achieving
universality of membership so that the United Nations encompasses all peace-loving
countries which undertake to respect the Charter. We again stress the priority
objective of economic and social development, which should be the subject of the
strongest commitment on the part of all members of the international community.

Our genuine support for and commitment to international co~operation has found
clear expression through our initiative for institutional regional co-operation
arrangements among the countries of South Asia - South Asian Regional Co-operation
(SARC) - whose first ever summit will take place ir Dhaka, the capital of
Bangladesh on 7 and 8 December this year,

¥We may have gathered here as seprrate nations but we should not forget that we
are all members of a family ~ the human race. Our future lies in our common
progress and betterment. Wherever we come from, whatever our political, economic
or social systems are, whatever credentials we hold, we ate all here representing
mankind. It is man who is the ultimate beneficiary of the activities of the United
Nations. As we scan the international scene, we find that where poverty and
starvation are most glaring, conflicts are bred. Peace and development are,
therefore, closely linked, And we believe that one cannot be achieved without the
other. Development should be the new face of peace. It is the best alternative to
to the wasteful expenditure on armaments and the mad race tovards raclear
apocalypse. If we desire to extend the writ of peace to all lands and peoples, the
determined struggle for survival and development being waged by the developing
countries, aimed at improving the quality of life of their peoples, should get the
total support of the international community, particularly the United nations.
Though we fully acknowledge that the primary responsibility for development rests

with zhe respective zsountries, the success of thelr efforts needs effective
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international support. As has been said, development is a co-opetative, not a
coapetitive, enterprise which enables nations to attain true freedom and equality,
It is therefore through development that our objectives of international peace and
security could bs translated into reality.

All our efforts should be made in a co~ordinated and sustained manner to
promote the rapid development of devel_ping countries. We, as Members of the
United Nations, should take steps both individually and collactively to formulate
international development policies with a view to facilitating the full realization
of the right to development. Towards this objective and as a complement to the
efforts of the developing countries, effective international co-operation is
essential in providing these countries with appropriate means and support to foster
their comprehensive development. Nothing could be more titting to <he objectives
of achieving global peace than this, as the United Mations commences tomorrow the
International Year of Peace.

As we observe the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations, this year ~
1985 ~ has also been proclaimed by the United Nations as International Youth Year.
It is the youngy people of today who will carry forward our struggle for economic
and social development into the next century and it is they who will inherit the
world, It is for us to ensure that the goal and aspirations of youth remain in
the forefront of development efforts worldwide. Today's generation has no direct
knowledge of the ordeal and catastrophe from which the United Nations was botn, We
must endure that such an experience remains for eve‘r foreign to them and to their
children, The actions that we take today should facilitate the efforts of tomorrow
to make this world a better place in which to live., We believe that at its mature
age of 40, {t is the most appropriate time for the United Nations to place due

emphasis on the enrichment and enncblement of the life of youth., To tap this
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vitality, we suggest that an international corps of young volunteers should be
created by the United Nations to integrate youth more effectively into the
developsent process both at the national and international levels. As great
strides are made through the strategy for child survival with its enormous
potential to save millions of children every year, life thus saved should not be
allowed to go to waste. Their survival and development is our investment in the
future. In this context, we strongly emphasize that the goal of universal child
immunization by the year 1990 is worthy of being pursued with vigour. As for my
country, I have given the necessary directives to ensure that universal child
immunization may be achieved by 1988,

We have before us s challenging opportunity. We should bear in mind that the
United Nations is not an abstract - it is composed of us, its Members. It does not
exist spart from us and it can only 40 what we, its Members, are prepared to do,
acting together. Acting in concert, we can accomplish whatever we set out to do
provided our will to succeed is sustained, sincere and strong. 1In recerit years the
United Nations has come under attack from certain quarters accusing it of failure
and ineffectiveness. Raising the decibels of our coriticism, however, will not in
itself make the United Nations more effective., Though the United Nations has
evolved through 40 years of its existence, we believe that its full potentials are
yet to be explored. Ag responsible Members we should come forward with ideas and
suggestions for improving its effectiveness., The role of the General Assembly, the
mogt universal forum, should be further strengthened and its decisions made more
obligatory. The Office of the Secretary-General could be more effectively utilized
not only to resolve problems but also to prevent them from happening in the first

place.
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In this regard we have lent our full suprort to various ideas presented by the
Secretary-General himself during the last two years, His direct involvement in the
area of international co-operation for development could also ensure due emphasis
in this area, The United Nations system as a whole should focus activities on
development as a comprehensive process. Greater attention by the Secretary-General
towards implementation of the consensus documents in the economic and social
fields, namely the recommendations of the International Conferernce on Population,
the Substantial New Programme of Action for the least developed countries, the
Porward-Looking Stratecies to the year 2000 adopted at the World Conference on
Women and other similar documents would go a long way in increasing the
sffectivness of the United Mations,

While we note with great satisfaction the remarkable achievements of the
specialized agencies in various fields, one should no longer think of the United
Nations family as a system of virtually independent, competing agencies, but as a
multifaceted integrated whole through which the international community seeks to
achieve the purposes so admirably defined in Article S5 of the Charter, While
supporting the evolution of a system of preventive peace~keeping, we believe that
permanent peace observation machinery will go a long way towards providing
effective deterrence against aggression, The streamlining of the Secretariat
continues to remain an important objective in our quest for progressive
effectiveness.

In reiterating of our commitment and our rededication to the United Nations on
the occasion of the fortieth anniversary, we have a vision for the future, a vision
of a world in which conditions of peace, a better life and human dignity are
understood and upheld, As we Step into the next decade in the life of the
United Nationg, and as we approach the twenty~first century, we should be fully

awate that we are entering a new era in the history of mankind. We want to see
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a better world, s secure and peaceful one, where human life will be cherished and
nurtured and where ve shall see many more sailes and much more happiness on the
faces of the peoples of the world.

The other day I was reading Thomas Carlyle. He said that this world, atter
all our science and sciences, is still a mirasle; wonderful, inscrutable, magical
and wore, to whososver will think of it., We may also say that, for all the
wonderful achievements of modern science, the desonstrations of its power and the
teach of its knowledge far into the distances of the universe and the depths of the
oceans, the misery of a single child loudly proclaims that man's achievement is far
from complete. There is no greater mystery than human misery, and to conquer this
mystery is the challenge of our tise.

Lisutenant General Russain Muhammad Ershad, President of the People's Republic

of ladesh, was escor tom the rostrum.

The meeting rose at 5,55 p.m,



