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The meeting was called to order at 10.30 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE

Prince AL-SAUD (Saudi Arabia) (interpretation from Arabic): On behalf of

His Majesty King Fahd Bin Abdul-Aziz of Saudi Arabia, ! have pleasure in beginning

my statement before the Assembly by congratulating you, Sir, on your election to

the pr~sidency of the fortieth session of the General Assembly of ~~e United

Nations. The confidence shown in you by the Assembly in electing you to that high

office is a tribute to your personal qualities and a recognition of the important

role played by your friendly country, Spain, in strengthening the bonds of

international understanding and laying the foundations of co-operation amongst

nations.

I take this opportunity to convey my greetings to the President of the General

Assembly at its previous session and to praise his wisdom and good administration.

It also gives me pleasure to express appreciation of the unceasing efforts of

the Secretary-General of the United Nation~, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, to

enhance the opportunities for peace and reduce the sources of tension that prevail

in various parts of the world.

We meet today on an important occasion as our Organization celebrates its

fortieth anniversary and this provides a good opportunity to evaluate the role and

achievements of the Organization. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is proud of the fact

that it was one of the original signatories of the San Francisco Charter and its

faith in the importance of this Organization and the objectives it strives to

achieve has never been shaken since that time. But that is not tbe only reason for
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our interest in this occasion. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, which adheres to the

religion of Islam, plays a significant international role because it follows a

foreign policy which conforms with the basic principles on which this Organization

is based and the noble objeccives laid down in the United Nations Charter, those

being in accordance with Islamic law, in matters pertaining to the conduct of

inter-State relations. The eternal message of Islam unites and does not divide,

establishes justice and does not inflict injustice, equalizes and does not

discriminate. It calls for work and co-operation among believers in God everywhere

to spread these sublime principles and to bring about security and prosperity for

mankind as a whole.

Based on these considerations, we confirm our serious dedication to working to

increase support for the united Nations and its specialized agencies, because we

believe that the Organization provides a viable framework for co-operation between

countries and peoples, an important forum for dialogue and understanding and

effective means of settling disputes and defusing crises. We deplore all the

tr~nds that hamper its activities and strongly condemn States that continuously

Violate its resolutions and disregard what this Organization represents in terms of

the collective will of the world community.

The world in which we live is overburdened with conflicts, restlessness and

trouble. There are complex political problems awaiting solution and acute economic

crises threatening security and stability. It is not at all fair to place the

burden of responsibility for all this on the shoulders of this Organization alone.

Inasmuch as a social community is affected by the behaviour and conduct of its

members, the success or failure of this international Organization is tied to the

stance of its Member States and the degree of their commitment to implement its

resolutions, their belief in its purposes and principles and their d~termination to

fulfil thp.ir obligations.

I
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In this ConteKt, special tesportsibilities are borne' by the great POwers. The

fact that they are great Powers has enabled them to acquire an abundant measure of

power and influence. It is the duty of those States to find common ground for fair

and just international co-operation and to safeguard the interests of small states

and· respect their independence. We call upon the great Power-s, and particularly

the permanent members of the Security Council, to live up to the serious

responsibilities that they bear.

We wish to express from this rostrum our satisfaction with the stand taken by

the United States in supporting the people of Afghanistan and their right to

self-determination. We also express satisfaction with the stand taken by the

Soviet Union in supporting the Palestinia~ people and their right to
,

self-determination. However, the Soviet Union's support for ths Arab cause and

Arab rights in Palestine does not give it the right to a free hand in Afghanistan

or justify its military occupation of that country and its depriVing the Afghan

people of their independence and dignity. Similarly, the opposition of the United

States of America to the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan and its call for

recognition of the right to self-determination of th~ Afghan people does not

justify its unlimited a~d unconditional support for Israel and its lack of support

for the right of the Palestinian people freely to determine their own destiny and

to establish their own State on their own land. The United States should support

right, justice and international legitimacy.

While the main objective of the United Nations and the principle on which the

philosophy of the Charter was established are those of international security and

stability, the fact is that since 1947 Israel has been working actively to

undermine that objective and principle in the Middle East, where peace has not

prevailed and security has not taken root.
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,Notlon9 4g0 we witne~sed ~e criminal tsrae~i act ofa~g~ession against

Iraq.. Now Israel's aggressive nature,has been even mor~clearly, demonstr~ted by a .

similar criminal act against the sister country of Tunisi~.. The Kingd~m of saudi

AraAia condemns that aggression, declnres its unwavering support for Tunisia and

calls u~n a~l peace-l?Vi~g,countriesand this O~ganization and all its organs to

impose deterrent sanctions. against Israel ..

I

I
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This 9all is. ad~re.ssed, inpatticular to the States members of the Security

Council. We ask them to shoulder their responsibilities for the maintenance of

international peace and security and to put an end to aggression.

Israel was created in the Middle East by an act of aggression against

Palestine and t1)e Palestinian people. His late Majesty King Abdul-Aziz, in a

message to this Assembly that was transmi tted at the time by His late Majesty

Kin~ Faisal Bin Abdul-Aziz, made the following appeal from this rostrum to the

representatives of the States gathered together on 26 November 1947, three days

before the adoption of the parti,Hon resolution:

RIn your hands lies the responsibility for achieving peace and security in the

Middle East, and in your hands lies also the capacity to fuel conflict and

bloodshed".

This message, with all its elements of perception and responsibility, is the basis

for the conduct of the policy of His Majesty King Fahd Bin Abdul-Aziz and his

Government - a course in favour of the rights of the Palestinian people that has

never changed. Until the aspirations of that people are realized, His Majesty

Fahd Bin Abdul-Aziz will continue to call for justice and fairness and to work

towards achieving them, since, in the view of His Majesty, the problem of the

Palestinian people constitutes one of the problems that is most dangerous for

international peace and security.

It is truly regrettable that the United Nations did not heed the warnings of

His Majesty King Abdul-Aziz, for its attempts during the 38 years of search for a

just solution to the Palestinian problem have had no results. This Organization

has adopted dozens of resolutions dealing with flagrant Israeli aggression against

the Palestinian people. Some of those resolutions have been adopted by the

Security Council and by the General Assembly since 11 December 1948, when the

resolution was adopted calling for the return of the displaced people of Palestine
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condemna tion to the level of concrete action to attain tha t settlement. This

unnecessary to cite them.
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the ground there are in fact, and in the final analysis, only repercussions of the

3ionist aggression against Palestine, and the actual result of the accumulatiion of

developments in the Palestine problem. The wars and political and military

Organization has no choice but to regain its credibility and to affirm that

The problems that our region is facing and the complications that appear on

left to the United Nations except to move this consensus ahead from the level of

done enough urging and condemning; yet a comprehensive and just settlement of this

problem has not been achieved. We should therefore ask ourselves what choice is

serious if they are not implemented.

The credibility of this Organization is likely to be shaken if it continues to

credibility by giving a serious character to its resolutions, for they cannot be

Organization. Indeed, Israel has even started attacking the United Nations itself

But, so long as the resolutions do not provide for penalties, Israel will

response fLom or be heeded by Israel, which was broQght into existence by this

veto, to adopt any resolution to deter Israel. Thus, any resolution condemning

and accusing it of bias.

resolutions by the failure of the security Council, owing to the exercise of the

Israel has been encouraged in its excesses and in its disregard for United Nations

confine itself to adopting resolutions and recommendations. The United Nations has

to their homeland; if they wished to return, or for compensation for those who did

Organization on this matter; indeed, there are so many of them that it is

not wish to return. That resolution was followed by dozens adopted by this

Israeli practices that is adopted by the Gener~l Assembly will find no positive

continue to ignore them and even to declare its determination to challenge them.

BCl'/ljb
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conflic;:ts through which the area has been living for the past 39 years are but one

'.effect"of the failure to solve the basic problem, and are a result of Israeli

aggression in the area. The perpetuation of Israeli occupation of Arab territories

is living proof of its designs for expansion, its flagrant defiance of United

Nations resolutions and its constant disregard for world public opinion and every

law and convention.

The painful circumstances and sad situations that Lebanon is suffering today

are in reality but one of the serious complications of this problem.

From all that, it is clear and obvious that the establishment of peace in the

Middle East requires the solution of the main problem, which is the problem of

Palestine, by tne recognition of the inalienable and legitimate right of the

Palestinian people to self-determination on its territory and in its homeland.

This requires the pursuit of firm and resolute steps in order to avoid the

complications created by reluctance and hesitation, which hinder the efforts being

exer.ted to achieve peace.

Israel's defiance and its continued attempts to hinder peace efforts in order

to gain time to achieve its objectives and designs cannot but provide the

opportunity for increased disturbances and cannot but lead to complications that

will increase the difficulties of solVing the problem, as well as multiply the

factors leading to inflammation of and explosions in the area.

Thus, we call upon the big Powers, to which the Zionist entity owes the means

of its existence and its continued viability, to refrain from giving the economic,

political and military assistance enabling Israel to continue its aggressive policy

in the Middle East, and to play a role that is in conformity with the principles of

right and justice and the right of peoples to self-determination. Otherwise, they

will lose their credibility and their effectiveness in influencing events in the



peace process in the Fez resolutions, which reflect the Arab consensus on peace

path to solving the basic problem, to the solution of which peace in the area is

There is no alternative to Israeli withdrawal from all occupied Arab

the sole legi timate

(Prince Al-Saud, Saudi Arabia)
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The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, together with the great majority of the world

tied. The overall perspective, - which is the necessary approach - requires a

clear insight into the problem and into the elements of a solution.

Al-Quds-Al-Sharif foremost among those territories.

community, demands withdrawal from all occupied Arab territories and considers

in the area and in the world at large. It is called for as a primary step on the

to the creed of our people, does not mean surrender and acceptance of the status

international will represented by United Nations resolutions. But peace, according

territories, because occupation is against all international laws and the

principles and purposes of the United Nations as well as against peace and security

On that basis, proposing any means or taking any step to solve the problem of

The Arab States have shouldered their historic responsibilities and have

~, for we are a people that seeks justice and upholds rights, while rejecting

peace and stability in the region, they have defined their understanding of the

based on justice and international legitimacy and which conform to the

oppression and refusing submission.

justice through which the legitimate owners will recover their rights.

representative of the Palestinian people - should be one of the parties in the

if it does not include the principal and genuine party to the conflict.

discussion and one of the participants in the dialogue. If peace is to be

permanent, it must emanate from the area of the conflict and must be based on a

Middle East. I need not reiterate the obvious fact that no solution will succeed

contributed everything within their capabilities for the purpose of establishing

Palestine requires that the Palestine Liberation Organization

BCT/l;jb
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without a firm stand being taken by the world community.

happen in the world, and the third ~orld in particular, should this trend continue



Otherwise, who will defend the peoples of the third world a~ainstdirect

to find a solution to tbis problem.

sorrow, has added a new dimension to the tense situation in the Middle East region,

(Prince Al-Saud, Saudi Arabia)
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fortunately, that manifested by what Iraq has shown of a total readiness to forget

all these efforts. If any positive stand has been taken so far, it is,

this bloody tragedy. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has supported and participated in

and the strongest of ties. The Organization of the Islamic Conference, the

The war between Iraq and Iran, which we are following with deep concern and

brotherly nations which ate bound to each other, and to us, by the closest of links

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, while it supports all these efforts, would like

the past and solve its problems with Iran by peaceful means.

and this international Organization have called for and worked towards an end to

Co-operation Council of the Arab Gulf States, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries

quite apart from the bloodshed, destruction and ruin it has brought about in two

into consideration the rights and demands of th~ Afghan mujahideen. Just as it

to draw attention to tha fact that any efforts exerted in this context should take

help eliminate the oppression and occupation to which the people of Afghanistan

establishment of a government of their choice that will maintain their neutrality

and preserve their religion.

people for the withdrawal of foreign troops from their land and for the

freedom and independence realized. The United Nations too has made wo~thy efforts

rights. The Organization of the Islamic Conference has made intensive efforts to

salutes the mujahideen, Saudi Arabia fully supports the demands of the Afghan

have been subjected, so that the wishes of that people may be met and its rights of

presence in Afghanistan has entered its sixth year, and the Afghan mujahideen

continue to wage a valiant war, defending their religion, their country and their

EMS/6

occupation like that experienced by the sister State of Afghanistan? The Soviet
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It is high time that Iran responded to Iraq's positive stand by taking a

similar position. It is high time that the fighters on both sides laid down their

weapons, stopped the bloodshed and turned to reason and wi.sdom ca ther than war and

destruction, and directed all their efforts to construction rather than·

destruction, progress rather than regression, and building rather than demolition.

Among the positive achievements of which we are proud in the context of

political development in our area is the establishment of the co-operation Council

of Arab Gulf States. This is a model of what regional co-cperation should be, and

a pillar for strengthening the League of Arab States. Mo~eover, the Co-operation

Council conforms with the principles of the United Nations and the Non-Aligned

Movement and is a positive factor for stability in the region.

The policies and conditions imposed by South Africa in Namibia and in South

Africa itself are yet another example of the use of force, terror an~

discrimination to sl.o:h~'::Jate peoples and to overcome their will. Recent events in

South Africa draw atte!'tion to the gravity of what t3 taking place there. The

situation will become increasingly explosive as long as the racist regime continues

its violence through its system of discrimination and aeartheid, a system which is

doomed to inevitable failure.

In this context, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia reaffirms its total support for

the people of Namibia in its struggle for self-determination and independence and

its support for all steps taken by the United Nations and the Organization of

African Unity aimed at putting an end to racist practices and foreign occupation.

Experience in the United Nations over the past 40 years has proven the

need to reform the world economic order and the importance of urgently implementing

the decisions taken at the sixth and qeventh second special sessions of the General

Assembly, devoted respectively to the new international economic order and to

international economic co-operation for development. It has also demonstrated the
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viability of starting a new round of comprehensive global economic negotiations

aimed at achieving that goal. That experience has shown too the futility of

excessive claims and extreme positions and the necessity of reaching a reasonable

compromise between wide-ranging aspirations and limited possiblities.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabi~ has endeavoured to make a positive contribution to

the work of this organization and has always called for co-operation and the

avoidanc~ of confrontation in international economic relations. It has attempted

through its contacts with the industrialized countries to enhance interest in the

problems of development and developing countries while at the same time urging

developing countries to articulate their demands in a spirit of realism and

rationality. From this rostrum I wish to call upon the international community to

addr~ss the issue of international economic co-operation and the establishment of

an international economic order in a spirit of positiVism and realism, respecting

the legitimate interests of all Member States and giving the developnent dimension

its due place in international economic relations r while not infringing upon the

authority of the international specialized agencies which, while they have been

unable to meet the full aspirations of the international community, have proved

beyond any doubt their ability and effectiveness, within the limited means

permitted by their resources and mandates, in addressing the difficulties faced by

tha t communi ty •

The economic situation in a great number of developing countries, especially

on the African continent, is a very serious situation that urgently requires

commensurate concern on our part. The suffering and pain of the African peoples

has reaC"~ed dimensions of which mankind should be ashamed. I am sure that, God

Willing, our Organization will not disappoint the hopes of those peoples and will

seek ~o address the situation in Africa with the extreme concern and urgency it

demands.
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The Kingdom of Saudi hrabia recognizes the seriousness of the economic

conditions in Africa and, within the framework of the Organization of the Islamic

Conference, has for some time been taking the initiative to assist the African

countries which Ilave been suffering from drought. We have contributed $100 million

to the programme approved by that organization, part of which sum was earmarked for

immediate emergency assistance and the larger part of which will be allocated to

well drilling and water supply projects.

Recently the Kingdom increased its contribution to this programme by an

additional sum of $30 million. It has also responded to the call of the world Bank

and has supported the Bank's special programme to assist African countries

suffering from drought with a contribution of $100 million from the Saudi

Development Fund. At the same time, it recognizes the importan~e of continued

public participation in alleviating the pain of the African people suffering from

drought and has formed popular committees in various parts of the Kingdom to

collect contributions in cash and in kind for the benefit of the drought victims.

The African summit conference has considered the serious ~conomic conditions

prevailing on the African continent, and has adopted resolutions and

recommendations which are being presented to the General Assembly at its present

session. I should like to express the support of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for

the efforts of the African leaders and for their desire to see their resolutions

and recommendations considered with seriousness, care and concern in keeping with

the magnitude of the problems from which Africa is suffering. I should like also

to note the responsibility that falls on the shoulders of the united Nations in

mobilizing international efforts in this respect.
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The concern of the ~orld community for the problems of the African continent

reflects and urgent duty which should be accorded the attention it deserves, but at

the same time this should not divert attention from the suffering of a great number

of the other least developed countries or from their need for increased assistance

in their economic and social development efforts. I wish to declare from this

rostrum our continued support for the programmes of the United Nations that are

concerned with the least developed of the developing countries.

The grave economic conditions in many parts of the world - whi.ch are

characterized by widespread unemployment, a decline in world trading conditions, an

increasing trend towards economic protectionism and turbulent monetary and

·financial conditions in many countries, which threaten the international monetary

sy'stem at its very core - require stronger economic co-operation and renewed

confidence in the international economic system and its institutions. I hope that

this session will provide the political will and a favourable climate and

conditions for the beginning of a new page in the history of our organization and

for working in unison in the service of the human objectives for which the United

Nations was established.
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The passage of 40 years since the creation of the united Nations is an

important occasion requiring us to think urgently about serious and responsible

action to fulfil the commitment to the basic principles of our Organization and

enhance its noble goals. It is a timely opportunity for all members of the

international community to join toget'iler in building a world based on goodwill and

adherence to principles and morals rather than opting for the use of force and

oppression, so that the policies of conflict and war will disappear and peace will

prevail thereby solving disputes amicably and conducting relations in a

~onstructive and useful manner. This would lead to harnessing the world's human

and material potential to enhance the life of man rather than its being wasted on

the arms race and on instruments of death and destructioni and justice would then

prevail and relations between States could be based on equality, brotherhood and

co-operation. As God Almighty in the Holy Koran instructs us:

"Help ye one another

In righteousness and piety,

Bu t help ye not one another

In sin and rancouri

Fear Godi for God

Is strict in punishment. It

Mr. del VALLE (Chile) (interpretation from Spanish): On behalf of the

Chilean delegation I wish first of all to congratulate you, Sir, on your election

to the presidency of this session of the General Assembly. We are delighted that

such an important post should have been entrusted to a diplomat of your vast

experience, a person who has faithfully dedicated so many years to the United

Nations and who, from a sentimental standpoint, has been closely linked to my

country.
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It is also fitting to pay a tribute to Ambassador Paul Lusaka, who perfo~ed

his duties as President of the Assembly at its thirty-ninth session with .

brilliance, talent and impartiality.

We are likewi~e indebted to the Secretary-General,

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for his tireless efforts to revitalize the

Organization and make its presence more effective in all fields of human endeavour,

as well as for his special dedication to the cause of peace. We reiterate before

the Assembly our firm support of his conduct of United Nations affairs.

Forty years ago the founders of this Organization expressed their unswerving

intention to create an integrated international community in which sovereign States

could face the present and conceive the future, all united by the essential bond of

solidarity.

The tragedy of the Second World War, which in a single generation had

sUbjected humanity to untold suffering and death, had been left behind. Our

peoples had manifested their weariness and scepticism as a result of the

unsuccessful attempt to maintain peace through power politics and balances based on

f~agile and ephemeral alliances and counter-alliances.

An international community organized mUltilaterally appeared to be a suitable

response to the aspirations to peace, progress and solidarity: the United Nations,

through its mechanisms for security and co-operation, and together with the

establishment of an intecnational order based on the majesty of the law, would make

of these aspirations a reality. Furthermore, in San Francisco the representatives

of our Governments established principles outlawing the use of force and promoting

the peaceful settlement of international disputes. On the economic front, the free

flow of products, capital and services was emphasized in order to replace extreme

economic nationalism.
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In its 40 years of existence the Organization has made important contributions

and, despite its limitations, we must recognize the fact that ;,t has carried out an

essential function. Its universal character assures at all times a channel for

communication and dialogue. In periods of crisis it has been able to reduce

tensions and the peace-making action of its relevant bodies has proved to be

relatively effective on various occasions.

In fact, the United Nations has demonstrated that, if intentions regarding

common and higher objectives can be reconciled, it is capable of broadening the

frontiers of the human condition. That is the case with regard to decolonization.

Our Organization has been the key factor in the process of peacefUl transfer of

power from the metropolitan centres to the peoples that have recently gained their

sovereignty, thereby achieving the full application of the principle of

self-determination for peoples. This development takes on added importance as we

celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the adoption of resolution 1514 (XV).

As a member of the Committee on decolonization, my country is cummitted to

these processes of national emancipation, which evoke the glory of our own

independence that gave us, and the other Republics of the western hemisphere, our

nationality more than a century and a half ago. We shall continue to co-operate

actively with the United Nations in support of this noble cause, just as we have

done traditionally in the past.

Through the United Nations system, international co-operation has acquired a

dimension and scope unknown at any previous time. Perhaps this is one of the most

notable achievements of international coexistence.

The specialized agencies and the subsidiary organs have traditionally been

faithful exponents of the ideals that gave rise to their creation. Their

effectiveness largely depends on their not diluting their functions towards areas

outside of their fields of competence. The interest of certain States in
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introducing political problems into these bodies is of particular concern to my

Govern~nt. We reject these ~ndencies because we are conVinced that the role of

international organizations is to eliminate or reduce conflicts and in no way to

create, exacerbate or generalize them.

The United Nations can be considered as the most celebrated landmark in the

history of the struggle to base international relations on the rule of law. The

Charter of the Organization is the focal point, since it has laid down the bases

for a true international juridical order.
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In the field of the progressive development and codification of international

law, the Charter makes these tasks a political aim, and Member States are committed

to co-coperation in carrying them out. The work of the United Nations in this

regard has been notable and productive.

It is of particular interest and satisfaction to my country, which has

traditionally based its foreign policy on international law, to support and

participate actively in the work of the Organization. We are convinced that there

are no reasonable alternatives to the creation of what we could term a genuine and

effective legal and international community.

Another principle of the Charter incorporated into the core of Chile's foreign

policy is full support for the use of peaceful means for settling international

disputes. Chile and Argentina have recently given a new demonstration of the

validity of this principle and of the unlimited possibilities for reaching an

nnderstanding through peaceful means when the law and the will to negotiate are

present. In this endeavour in the cause of peace, the mediating efforts of His

Holiness Pope John Paul II were a determining factor. His concern made possible

the signing of a Treaty of Peace and Friendship that put an end to a complex and

delicate situation. Once overcome, a constructive and integrating stage of great

historical implication for these two sister nations became possible.

Throughout seven long years, Chile and Argentina were involved in a serious,

profound and transcendental process of negotiation, aimed at bringing an end to a

historic controversy. Government officials, technicians, diplomats and jurists of

both countries joined forces and talents to overcome difficulties and seek formulas

making possible the aforementioned settlement, a process culminating in

ratification of the Treaty of Peace and Friendship.

This accord includes four essential elements: solution of the dispute;

renunciation of the use of force; a mechanism for compulsory arbitration to solve



into a mere scenario for the exacerbation of conflicts and rhetorical outbursts.

This action by Chile and Argentina, designed to consolidate the peace,

non-intervention in their internal affairs. The history of the first 40 years of

(M~. del Valle, Chile)
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That is why the people of Chile take legitimate pride in the fact that these

The realization of the objectives confirmed by the Charter must be effected

is disrupted the mechanisms of the Organization become, at best, innocuous or turn

The vocation of universality of the United Nations has not weakened the basic

Similarly, whenever the United Nations intervenes in the internal affairs of

aimed at promoting broader integration between the two coun~ries. The negotiation

two South American nations have set an example to the world.

the Organizetion demonstrates that, to the extent that it maintains in its acts due

violated through discriminatory actions, a blow is delivered to one of the premises

any controversy that might arise in the future, and an instrument of co-operation

represents a sound pattern for giving effect to the principles of the Charter, in

idea that the sovereign State continues to be the basic unit of the international

lq:r the foundations for building the future together.

harmony between its goals and these two fundamental principles, the work of the

sharp contrast with the realities of a world full of violence and unsolved

with complete respect for the principles of the sovereign equality of States and

which enables the Organization to be effective.

effort was, therefore, undertaken not only to overcome past problems but also to

It is similarly in contrast with the impotence with which the international

JSMVrd

Security Council from making the contribution to peace which is incumbent upon it.

united Nations has been effective and productive for all peoples. When the balance

community views the existence of conflicts that become worse and tend to spread.

conflicts. It is also in sharp contrast with the paralysis which prevents the

community. For that reason, every time the principle of sovereign equality is
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States, the Charter is being violated and the Organization loses its power of

persuasion and the moral authority for achieving its objectives. In fact, the

principle of non-intervention and its confirmation as a rule of international law

have been regarded as a primordial objective of their international policy by the

countries of the Latin American region. My country, which gives a special meaning

to this principle, believes it is opportune at the present moment to recall the

historic "Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly

Relations and Co-Operation among States in accordance with the Charter of the

united Nations (resolution 2625 (XXV». Among other provisions, it emphasizes that

strict compliance by all States with the obligation not to intervene in the affairs

of others is an essential condition for assuring peaceful coexistence among nations.

Complete respect for the sovereign attributes of a State constitutes a

guarantee, especially for the small or medium-sized nations which, inclUding Chile,

represent the great majority of the Members of the Organization. They wish to

develop their own political, economic, social and cultural plans with full autonomy

and free from threats of foreign interference.

Chile, which in recent years has lived through difficult hours while seeking

tQ consolidate the freedom which was almost completely lost in the political

process of 1970 to 1973, has often suffered from blatant interference in its

internal affairs. Countries which are unaware of the real situation have always

been disposed to take a negative view of our actions. We have also been victims of

one of the most subtle forms of interference, namely, the campaign of

disinformation which was mounted politically on an international scale, aimed at

distorting our image in the eyes of world public opinion.

While acknowledging the accomplishments of the united Nations system in the

maintenance of security, the promotion of co-operation, the codification and

progressive development of international law, it is also necessary to refer to the



the reconstruction of a devastated world occurred.

in cases of a breach of the peace, did not succeed in surviving the emergency

created by the Second World War. It seems that the international community forgot

(Mr. del Valle, Chil!)
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the clear and mandatory rules contained in the Charter, the policies of force,

timely to reflect on the way in which the Organization and its Members have

responded to the challenge of history and to the expectations and desires which our

today attending the fortieth session of the General Assembly makes it even more

predecessors sowed in San Francisco. We observe with consternation that despite

the lessons of history as soon as the forces of aggression were defeated and before

effective because of the lack of co-operation among the permanent members of the

serious problems and obstacles which face our Organization. The fact that we are

aggression and ideological imperialism continue to exist. For its part, the

Security Council. That co-operation, a necesssary condition for effective action

JSMVrd

collective security system provided for in Chapter VIr of the Charter has not been



most of the countries.

of security.

deterioration in the terms of trade. More serious, however, is the enormous

(Mr. del Valle, Chile)
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Disillusionment with the way the United Nations system has operated since then

RM/9

The outlook is most disturbing. Interest rates remain high, and financial

Recovery appears uncertain and fragile, both in ~ace and distribution,

This session of the Assembly is taking place at a time of acute international

My Government is convinced that the challenge of today requires us to

In the area of promoting international co-operation we observe that the forms

in maintaining international peace and security has induced many to seek security

in the old notions of power politics and incr~ases in armaments. They ignore the

fact that such a strategy is futile and illusory, since the unilateral search for

for changing the status quo in the vain hope of achieving the much-desired feeling

they are finding themselves exposed to political upheavals and to economic and

principles of the Charter.

strengthen our common action through renewed support for the purposes and

economic crisis that is affecting most countries, and above all the developing

security only generates feelings of insecurity in others, thus creating incentives

of action accepted as effective and necessary yesterday are today going through a

and to deal with the grave problems now confr.onting us.

reaching only a small number of nations without reflecting itself significantly in

social conflicts with unpredictable consequences.

flows to the devc~loping countries are still inadequate. The servicing of foreign

debt has become an excessive burden and goes hand in hand with a dramatic

critical period. There is no political will to give a new impetus to co-operation

countries. Those countries see their prospects of progress fading alarmingly, and



for our products is not improved and stabilized.

as the source of funds. However, this aim will be unattainable if market access

countries, as has been the case for some years.

(Mr. del Valle, Chile)
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When the mere payment of interest forces a country to apply for further loans,

RM/9

It has been clearly demonstrated in recent years that none of the debtor

to stimulating employment. The main motive force remains the promotion of exports

International co-operation and obligations and commitments we have undertaken

Chile has made great sacrifices, as have most Latin American countries, in

There is an urgent need for a comp~ehensive analysis of the external debt

international economy have been limiting the inevitable transformation of their own

international trade system with the existing political and economic realities.

properly adjusted balance of payments and a gradually declining rate of inflation.

economies by increasingly resorting to protectionism.

developing countries, other countries with a decisive influence on the

discrepancy in the process of adjustment in the world economy: while a

macroeconomic programme we have undertaken to correct the situation provides for a

far-reaching adjustment, with very high social costs, is being imposed on us as

external effects of our internal economic policies into account.

problem of the developing countries based on the existing relationship between

require that all of us, and particularly the developed countries, must take the

trade and financing in order to align the presumed objectives of the monetary and

order to adapt its economy to steadily worsening external conditions. The coherent

~ historically unique and politically untenable stage has been reached where the

debtor developing countries become net exports of capital to the industrialized

growth and maintain the political and social balance in its own society.

This national development strategy encourages domestic savings and gives priority

countries will be able simUltaneously to pay its foreign debts, spur ecr ''l'1omic
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We recognize that annual negotiations have considerably relieved the problem

and that their conditions have improved over the years. However, the enormous

burden of a constant adjustment, supported exclusively by the developing couhtries,

in conjunction with an obvious deterioration in the world economic situation, makes

it clear that that cannot be regarded as the only way of handling this problem.

Responsibility for the debt is shared by the debtor countries, the creditor

countries, the international financial institutions and private banks. As already

stated, thus far the sacrifice involved in confronting the crisis has fallen

exclusively upon the developing countries, together with all the ensuing

unemployment, poverty and suffering.

There will be no solution to this situation unless all the actors in the drama

assume their share of responsibility. This has been the basis for the statements

that the countries participating in the Cartagena Consensus have been making. The

Consensus calls urgently for a political dialogue to solve the problem of the

foreign indebtedness of the developing countries 1 in terms not only in its

immediate aspects but also of its~' jections for the future of inter~~tional

economic relations.

Each day the world becomes less safe. In addition to the constant acts of

terrorism that oppress us with their widespread harvest of irrational violence and

death, there are international situations of conflict that seem to take on a

permanent form, testifying to the lack of willingness to s~ek peaceful solutions

that will ensure the rule of law.

We are concerned and distressed by the endless dismembering of Lebanon, a

nation to which we are joined by ties of friendship, and a country that was once an

outstanding example of prosperity in the region. We await with concern and

impatience the restoration of the forms traditional coexistence in that country,
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based on th~ essential conditions of respect for its territorial integrity,

sovereignty and political independence.

The bonds of friendship that link us to the nations of the Middle East go back

a long way. Many sons of those lands have settled in our country. Consequently we

look forward with particular anxiety and concern to the achievement of a just and

~aceful solution to the problem posed by this long-standing centre of

international tension. We trust there will be increasing acceptance of the

possibility of peaceful coexistence and collaboration among the States of the

region.

Chile continues to maintain that it is essential to ensure, in accordance with

Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), the right of all the States

of the 1::\"j.i.t:Jn, including Israel, to live within secure and internationally

recogniz,~ bounda~ies, and that that country withdraw from all the occupied

territories. It is also essential to ensure the exercise of the right of the

Palestine people to self-determjnation, including the right to found their own

State.

My Government wishes again to join ranks with the great majority of States

that categorically condemn and reject the Soviet invasions of Afghanistan and of

Kampuchea, the latter in association with its vassal regime in Viet Nam. We

indignantly denounce the veritable genocide being committed daily against the

patriots of those oppressed countries who are fighting for their inalienable right

to self-determination. The intransigence of the Soviet Union, which does not

hesitate to use military force if that suits its imperial interests, constitutes an

act of direct defiance of the international community and is an affront to our

Organization, which has demanded the immediate and unconditional withdrawal of the

aggressors.
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By acting as a sponsor of the draft resolutions this Assembly will be
/!

considering on ~se situltions. my country joins the internattonal communityGs

condemnation of the br~tal repression of the fUndamental rights of those peoples.

Chile energetically opposes the idea that such acts should be accepted as

irreversible. since they are backed by the illegitimate use of force. Aggression

confers no rights.
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With regard to the situation in Korea, we support the inter-Korean

negotiations as the only realistic, peaceful formula, f.ree from outside

interference, for harmoniously resolving a situation which has been dragging on f~r

so many years. My country, in keeping with its traditional defence of the

principle of universality of this Organization, takes the view that the presence of

both Koreas in the United Nations would contribuf::e t.o a rapproachement of the

parties and a negotiated solution of the dispute.

As an active member of the decolonization Committee and of the United Nations

Council for Namibia since they were first set up, Chile shares the growing

international concern a~er South Africa's unwillingness to grant the Namibian

people their right to independence by peaceful means and in conformity with

Security Council resolution 435 (1978).

We note with concern that the continuation of the practice of apartheid,

repeatedly condemned by the entire international community, could lead the region

of southern Africa to a serious confrontation, creating a new focal point of

international tension. There is still time for a peaceful and negotiated way out

of this critical situation which otherwise could become unmanageable.

Because they involve sister nations with which Chile is proud to have enjoyed

a long-standing relationship, we are deeply disturbed by the slow pace of the

negotiations for establishing peace in Central America.

We maintain our support for the Contadora Group's efforts to find a peaceful

solution to the Central American crisis, in order to give full effect to the

relevant principles of international law, as well as to the values of freedom and

human dignity desired by the republics of our continent.

We are most distressed to note once again the absence of progress in

disarmament and the conseq~ent increase in the arms race, particularly the nuclear

arms race. The serious difficulties facing the multilateral negotiations and the
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dialogue between the two great Powers are obvious, as well as the lack of

effectiveness of the legal instruments we possess to discourage this growing threat

to our peoples •

. The nuclear danger, undoubtedly the most serious threat, and the increase in

military expenditure, which seems to extend throughout the world, present us with a

gloomy picture, contrasting dramatically as they do with the poverty, hunger an~

despair afflicting millions of human beings.

Chile, in keeping with its traditional position, is prepared to support

international efforts aimed at the achievement of general and complete disarmament,

under effective international control and verification.

My country has throughout its history urged and supported regional initiatives

leading to arms control and the reduction of military budgets. In 1902 we signed

an agreement with the Argentine Republic whereby both countries committed

themselves to limiting their armaments and seeking a balance between their

respective navies.

Later, in 1959, the President of Chile, Mr. Jorge Alessandri, proposed a

limitation on arms in Latin America, as the General Assembly was duly informed,

designed to release funds to be used for the economic and social development of the

region. The Organization of American States (OAS) took note of the Chilean concern

and proposed the holding of a specialized conference on the subject. Unfortunately,

this did not take place. In 1977, we proposed to the Andean countries that they

reduce their military budgets, and two meetings were held to consider the proposal.

A few weeks ago the President of Chile, Mr. Augusto Pinochet, gave a clear

demonstration of the peace-loving spirit of my country, when he responded to the

call of the President of Peru, Mr. Alan Garcia, calling on the South American
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n&tioilS to abstain from acquiring more weapons. In his reply, the Chilean Head of

State indicated his willingness to support the proposal on the basis of regional

reciprocity and to have those resources allocated to the material development of

our continent.

We trust that this noble proposal will materialize for we are committed to

collaborating firmly on this initiative.

One of the most important instruments, and certainly the most successful in

this field of disarmament, has been the Antarctic Treaty signed in 1959. The

system, created by this international instrument, has established a regime of peace

and demilitarization on an entire continent. Military deployment and the

introduction of armaments, conventional or nuclear, are prohibited. For the first

and only time in the history of disarmament agreements, an effective on-site

inspection system was instituted and the dumping of nuclear waste was forbidden.

The benefits of the Antarctic Treaty are not limited, h~~ever, to the sphere

of disarmament. In reality, it deals with an integral system of broad

international co-operation for exclusively peaceful purposes, open to the

participation of any interested State. It stands as an example for all nations.

Chile, a country which enjoys and exercises sovereign rights in the &itarctic

and linked to it by unquestionable historical and juridical bonds, as well as

geographic continuity and a long-standing presence, fully supports the operation of

the Antarctic Treaty, which adequately guarantees the interests of all countries,

and upholds the maintenance of consensus within our Organization for dealing with

the subject.

The international community notes with growing concern an increase in

terrorist actions in various parts of the world. It notes with anxiety that in

many instances these crimes against mankind remain unpunished because of the

protection those responsible find in some States.
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The urgent task today is to make a serious effort to discourage this criminal

activity whiCh affects innocent human lives and can jeopardize the normal

development of relations of friendship and co-operation among peoples.

My country supports efforts to find a global solution for this social evil

through the drafting of clear legal rules banning terrorist acts anywhere they

occur and curbing those who are involved in any way. We must commit ourselves as

States to providing international guarantees for the safety of individuals and

their possessions.

Based on a wide and general politic~l consensus, terrorism must be repudiated

in all its forms, regardless of its motives. S\;lch behaviour 1I1USt be treated ::lS a

er ime against mankind so that justice will not be obstructed for any reason.

Chile's foreign policy gives high priority to our ties with the Pacific Basin

and seeks t..o develop broad and reciprocally beneficial means to co-operate with the

coastal and insular States of the Basin. We hope that as a result of these efforts

we can create new forms of integration which will encourage greater interchange of

all kinds.

We also share with these nations a deep concern with regard to the continued

French nuclear explosions taking place at the Muroroa Atoll. The Permanent

Commission of the South Pacific, to which we belong together with Peru, Ecuador and

Colombia, has repeatedly expressed its condemnation of and protest against these

nuclear tests which pose ~ gr3ve danger to people, to the environment and to

natural resources.
I
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with regard to the present state of the explot"tion of outer space and related

research, Chile encourages the development of space law, scientific co-operation

and the basic idea that all activity in that sphere must always be carried out for

peaceful purposes of benefit to mankind. In this regard we reiterate our

initiative to create regional mechanisms in Latin America.

Chile has a long history of active participation in the formulation of the

contemporary law of the sea, and its contribution to this subject has been relevant

and forward-looking.

In this context I believe it is necessary to call special attention to the

recent decision of the Chilean Government, which, supported by the norms of the new

law of the sea, recently proclaimed national sovereignty and jurisdiction over the

sea-bed around the islands of Pascua, Sala and Gomez in the Central Pacific OCean

for a distance of 350 miles.

In my capacity as Special Envoy to the celebration of the fortieth anniversary

of the founding of the United Nations, I have the honour to transmit the following

special message from the President of Chile, His Excellency Augusto Pinochet Ugarte:

"On this historic occasion, Chile wishes to reiterate the commitment made

in 1945 as a signatory country to the Charter of San Francisco, reaffirm its

confidence in the principles and objectives of the Organization, and ratify

its willingness to collaborate with States prepared to make a reality of the

theme 'The United Nations for a better world'.

"During the past four decades the Organization has left its mark on the

action taken by its peoples to realize the objectives of peace, security,

freedom, justice and development that inspired the founders of the

Organization.
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"Howevert despite the efforts made and the successes registered, there is

still much to be done to make the principles of the Charter a reality.

·We live in a world distressed by violence and terrorism, which,

encouraged and directed by very well defined interests and ideological centres

of power, cause death, sUffering and chaos in the most varied latitudes.

"Fairness is absent from international economic relations, and the

developing countries do not encounter the understanding necessary for the

mobilizing of their resources and the benefiting of their peoples through the

efforts they have made.

"The Chilean Government has observed with concern the persistent

violations of the principle of non-intervention in the internal affairs of

States. This principle, the basis of international coexistence, is ignored

not only in the unilateral actions of some States, but also, and this is even

more serious, in the headquarters of some international organizations.

"In an Organization of sovereign States, In which decisions are applied

through conviction rather than coercion, the political willingness of States

to apply the mechanisms of the Charter and make its principles operational is

essential.

"We have noted a crisis in the collective political will. The goal of

understanding is absent. Conflict predominates over consensus, and unilateral

decisions prevail to the detriment of co-operation.

"The Chilean Government expresses its fervent desire that this

anniversary represent the beginning of a new era in the life of the

Organization in which the international community will witness realization of

its desires for peace, prosperity and development, the values that constitute

the basis of the San Francisco Charter.
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commitment to them and to their strengthening."

strengthening of international peace and security.
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"Chile's foreign policy has always been inspired by the principles of the

The terrible trials of the Second World War will always be present in the mind

place. The world-wide celebrations over the past months have recalled the fact

Charter, and my Government, on this solemn occasion, reiterates its per!manent

May I take this opportunity to express our sincere appreciation to your

is good testimony to the possibility of rising above the differences in ideologies

In the year 1985 several anniversaries of historic significance are taking

Mr. VARKONYI (Hungary): Allow me to congratulate you, Sir, on your

predecessor, Ambassador Lusaka of Zambia, for his highly competent guidance of our

ideas against the common enemy, fascism. The victory of the anti-Fascist coalition

performance of your duties.

spirit that 40 years ago the United Nations was born to promote the maintenance and

work at the preceding session of the General Assemb1y.*

session. In wishing you every success in your honoured and responsible post, I

election to the presidency of the United Nations General Assembly at its fortieth

that the years of the Second world War witnessed the forging of broad international

and political endeavours among those fighting for common goals. It was in that

RH/ll

devastation of that war would pale by comparison to the horrors that a world

should like to assure you of "the Hungarian delegation's active co-operation in the

co-operation in the struggle for the defence of human civilization and democratic

of mankind. Everyone of common sense will, however, realize that the appalling
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with the agreement of the parties - the close relationship between space weapons

Soviet-American talks at Geneva, where it is possible and also necessary to make
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We support the efforts of the Soviet Union to reach agreement and welcome its

conflagration in our age, a nuclear exchange, would bring upon the peopleS,

threatening the inhabitants of our globe with total annihilation. The most

We are convinced that the cause of the development of Soviet-American

is not only necessary but also possible when mankind is in peril. In the world of

today, fraught as it is with grave dangers, the common goal must be to avert a

thermonuclear catastrophe and, to that end, to conduct a dialogue between States,

settling controversial issues by way of negotiations and developing co-operation

this year has in addition to long-standing serious problems also seen certain

important lesson to be drawn from the events of four decades ago is still valid:

co-operation between, and joint action by, countries with different social systems

relations has a determinant role in maintaining peace in the world. We feel that

international tension. We, for our part, welcome that meeting, just as we do the

the Soviet Union and the United States scheduled to take place soon may contribute

to the improvement of relations between the two countries and to the relaxation of

developments that may give cause for hope. The summit meeting of the leaders of

progress in the limitation of strategic weapons, keeping in mind- in accordance

and strategic and medium-range nuclear weapons. We think this calls for

highly important moves such as the unilateral suspension of the deployment of

medium-range missiles and the halting of counter-measures, as well as the

moratorium on nuclear explosions for a definite period. Those moves serve to

substantive measures to prevent the militarization of outer space.

cr~ate the more favourable atmosphere necessary for an agreement.
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race and reduce the level of military confrontation. We attach particular

and promoting co-operai:ion in good faith between States.

(Mr. Varkonyi, Hungary)
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substantive negotiations on the subject. We also clearly expressed the intention

the Warsaw Treaty Organization and NATO, and that we were ready to start

their respective countries, the Warsaw Treaty States prolonged the validity of the

With a view to safeguarding peace and further guaranteeing the security of

Aa a member of the Warsaw Treaty Organization, Hungary takes an active part in

We think that international security would be greatly enhanced by a similar

their appeal addressed to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) countries

in May 1984 in which they proposed the conclusion of a treaty on the mutual

the elaboration of proposals seeking to lessen international tension, curb the arms

of our alliance to launch initiatives on ramoving the danger of a nuclear

concerning the simultaneous dismantling of the two military-political alliances,

importance to those endeavours because we believe that the process of detente

renunciation of the use of armed force and on the maintenance of peaceful relations.

cannot become definitively irreversible unless it is extended to the military

field. The States parties to the Warsaw Treaty based themselves on that premise in

Treaty last April. On that occasion we reaffirmed that we upheld our proposal

national construction. Guided by this spirit, we feel duty-bound to make a

contribution, commensurate with our means, to strengthening international security

solving pressing problems; this new opportunity should not be allowed to slip away.

The Hungarian People's Republic considers that the fundamental goal of its

foreign policy is to create favourable international conditions for peaceful

already been missed for building mutual confidence and for meaningful progress in

response by the United States ~o the, Soviet initiatives. Many opportunities have

JP/ljb
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proof that small countries like Hungary can make a useful contribution to efforts
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major role to play in strengthening confidence between States and lowering the

In our international endeavours we, as a European nation, devote special

the participating States of the provisions of the Helsinki Final Act. The

to maintain peace and strengthen security and confidence.

We maintain that the most effective way of protecting the results of detente

that forum is possible even in the current complex international situation. In

level of danger of military confrontation in Europe. We believe that agreement in

We consider the Stockholm Conference to be an important forum which may have a

attention to questions relating to peace on the continent and co-operation between

and summon up the necessary political will.

10 years and the development of its relations with all participating States are

activity, the dissemination of cultural values and cultural co-operation. For our

and strengthening European co-operation lies in the balanced implementation by all

order to achieve it, all participating States must make further significant efforts

activities carried out by my Government in the spirit of Helsinki during the past

anniversary of the signing of the Final Act of the Conference on S&'curity and

its countries. The meeting of Foreign Ministe~s held in Helsinki to mark the tenth

We consider it a privilege to host in Budapest the European Cultural Forum

scheduled to begin this month. The Forum will be discussing questions of creative

all-European process and its relevance in international politics.

(Mr. Varkonyi, Hungary)

catastrophe and preserving detente. An early constructive response by the North

occupies an important place in the process of European security and co-operation.

JP/ljb

Co-operation in Europe was another manifestation of the significance of the



Soviet Union and the United States that

the extension of the arms race to outer space emerges as a real danger. We are

broad international co-operation in preventing the militarization of outer space

(Mr. Varkonyi, Hung~)
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fully agree with the assertion in the organization's appeal to the leaders of the

to stress that co-operation, not confrontation, is imperative in a nuclear age. We

The organization called International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear

During its four decades of activity our world Organization has devoted great

Union to the General Assembly at its present session concerning the development of

We welcome and support the highly important proposals submitted by the Soviet

the nuclear-arms race, and to avert the threat of a thermonuclear war.

But, despite disarmament efforts made in the United Nations and in other

and promoting its peaceful, non-military uses.

War held its fifth Congress in Budapest last summer. The basic theme of the

path towards the achievement of that goal is the establishment of relations between

Congress, which was attended by delegates from nearly all parts of the world, was

coexistence and the elaboration and adoption of agreements based on the principles

arms race and bring about a radical change in the cour~e of events. A reliable

forums, the arms race continues, and with increasing intensity. Following the

convinced that there is a real chance, even in the current situation, to curb the

the Helsinki process and improving the general political atmosphere.

of equality and equal security, with a view to stopping the arms race, particularly

development of new generations of nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction,

co~ntries with different social systems on the basis of the principles of peaceful

fundamental importance and adopted resolutions to implement them.

attention to timely disarmament issues, elaborated numerous positions of

part, we shall make every effort to see that the Forum contributes to strengthening

JP/ljb
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"indeed, there is now a new international consensus - that the only rational

response to the threat of nuclear war is to work for its prevention".

The community of socialist countries, including the Hungarian People's

Republic, has presented a whole range of concrete proposals in pursuit of that

goal. In that context, we deem it of particular impo~tance that every nuclear

Power that has not yet done so undertake not to be the first to use nuclear

weapons. Such a commitment could be instrumental in bringing about an

international atmosphere that would offer a more realistic possibility of halting

and reversing the nuclear-arms race.

We think that, in addition to bilateral talks, the Geneva Conference on

Disarmament, a multilateral forum established to elaborate disarmament accords,

also has an essential role to play in this field. Concrete proposals for the

elaboration of measures to prevent a nuclear war, as well as for the general and

complete prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests, have long been on the table at that

Conference. It is to be noted with regret that the negative tendencies generated

by the attitude of extremist circles have in fact doomed that important disarmament

forum to inaction and lack of success.

In connection with nuclear disarmament, my Government attaches great

significance to the Non-Proliferation Treaty, which it was among the first to sign

and ratify. The experience of the Third Review Conference of the Parties to the

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, held recently, has confirmed us

in our belief that there is a possibility of preventing the further spread of

nuclear weapons and the common will to do so. progress in arms control and

disarmament on the European continent, with its stockpiles of destructive weapons,

would be of paramount significance for the whole world. We welcome any positive

effort aimed at the removal of weapons from that continent.
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We support the proposal of Czechoslovakia and the German Democratic Republic

for the creation of a zone free of chemical weapons in EuropeD a proposal which

could make an effective contribution to the elimination of this particularly

inhuman type of weapon.

The past year has seen no improvement of the situation in local ,nd regional

hotbeds of crisis. Under the prevailing unfavourable international conditions,

there are also no signs of actual progress in their settlement.

With the continuing Israeli occupation of territories of several Arab

countries, the denial of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, the lack

of any solution to the problem of Lebanon and the long-drawn-out Iraqi-Iranian war,

the Middle East continues to be a most explosive regi~A of the world, one that is

fraught with the gravest danger of conflict. That situation poses a threat not

only to the peoples liVing in the region but also to the cause of universal peace.

My Government deems it necessary therefore for both the countries of the region and

the international forums, primarily the united Nations, to undertake the necessary

efforts to find a negotiated solution to these conflicts.

We favour a comprehensive, just and lasting settlement of the Middle East

crisis and the related question of Palestine that will ensure the legitimate rights

of the Palestinian Arab people, including the exercise of its right to establish a

State of its own D as well as all the conditions and guarantees necessary for all

States of the region to live in peace and security within internationally

recognized borders. For a comp~ehensive settlement of the problems in the region

it is necessary to convene an international conference with the participation of

all the parties concerned.

The Government of the Hungarian People's Republic follows with great attention

the developments in the Latin American continent and is sympathetic to the

constructive efforts being made to solve the political and economic problems of
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the region. We regret that tension is being further exacerbated in Central America

and in the Caribbean region~ and actions threatening the sovereignty of Cuba and

Nicaragua have mUltiplied and intensified over the past few years. My Government

is increasingly concerned at such developments, which endanger the independence and

the peaceful constructive efforts of the peoples of the region. It therefore lends

its support to all efforts towards the solution of the problems by peacefUl,

political means, in~luding, in the first place, the internationally commendable

proposals made by the countries of the Contadora Group. It is appreciative of the

participa tion of more La tin American coun tries in the quest for a negotia ted

solution to help eliminate tension.

The Government of the Hungarian People's Republic contimles to favour the

independence, sover~ignty and territorial integrity of the Republic of Cyprus and

respects its non-aligned status. It supports the efforts of the Secretary-General

to secure a peaceful, neg,<::iated settlement of the question of Cyprus in the spirit

of the relevant United Nations resolutions with due regard for the interests of

both ethnic r-ommunities.

South-East Asia continues to be a sensitive spot in the international

situation. We believe that the elimination of tension and the strengthening of

secur ity and stability in the region would serve the interests or all the peoples

concerned and would have a favourable influence on the efforts being made to create

a system of Asian security. With this end in view, we support any effort aimed at

a political settlement of the confrontation which has emerged in that part of the

world concerning, in particular, Kampuchea. Also we follow with sympathy the

efforts of the countries of the region to establish a zone of peace,

good-neighbourliness and co-operation in South-East Asia.

As regards the situation around Afghanistan, we maintain that what the people

of Afghanistan needs more than anything else is peace for the continuation of its
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national construction programme. We support the proposals for a settlement made by

the Government of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, which take into account

all the essen tial aspects of the problem. We welcome the activity of the special

representative of the Secretary-General and are hopeful that the countries

interested in a settlement will find a way to get down to direct negotiations.

The resumption of the inter-Korean dialogue is intended to promote a peaceful

settlement, free from external interference, of the contradictory situation

prevailing on the Korean peninsula. The Government of the Hungarian People's

Republic sees promising prospects for further progress, and hopes that the

constructive initiatives of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea will meet

with a positive response from the parties concerned.

The policy of the regime in Pretoria, which enjoys the support of influential

external forces, continues to pose a grave threat to the peace and security of the

African continent. Under the prevailing system of apartheid the black population

still lives in conditions of complete subjugation, deprived even of its most

elementary human rights. The situation has been further aggravated by the state of

emergency recently declared by the authorities. The foreign policy of the South

African Government seeks to destabilize the neighbouring countries and, to that

end, it resorts to various political and economic measures, not even shrinking from

armed intervention. Acting in open defiance of United Nations resolutions and

appeals, it continues to prevent the Namibian people from gaining independence.

The Government of the Hungarian People's Republic most resolutely condemns the

actions of the Pretoria regime and calls for concerted and effective international

action against it, inclUding coercive measures as provided for in Chapter VII of

the United Nations Charter. It pledges support to and solidarity with the forces
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fighting against the system of apartheid and with the countries threatened by the

racist regime, and demands an early impl~~entationof the United Nations

r~solutions on Namibia.

The economic situation is extremely grave in most countries of the African

continent. The servicing of accumulated foreign debts absorbs a large part of the

national income of those States, while the unparalleled drought in several

countries threatens millions of people with starvation. My Government contributes,

within its means, to alleviating the consequences of this tragic situation. At the

same time, it shares the position of the Organization of African unity that, in

addition to the relief $upplies that help to meet immediate needs, a lasting

solution of the problems and the creation of conditions for economic progress on

the continent call for joint efforts by the countries involved and require the

implementation of long-term programmes.

It will be recalled that it was eYoactly 25 years ago that the General Assembly

adopted the historic Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial

Countries and Peoples, which solemnly called for an early and unconditional

elimination of all forms of colonialism. The practical implementation of the

purposes and principles laid down in that document has brought about significant

changes in this respect. We believe that broad international co-operation and

resolute action are needed, on the part of the United Nations. too. in order to do

away with the remaining vestiges of the colonial system. We support the just

struggle of the national liberation movements and are in solidarity with the

peoples fighting for the consolidation of their independence and against

dictatorial and racist regimes.
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The Hungarian People's Republic lends support to the just aspirations of the

Movement of Non-Aligned Countries. We practice fruitful co-operation an~ maintain

friendly relations with many countries of the movement. We seek to continue

strengthening those relations, and that endeavour is facilitated by the fact that

our views are identical or similar on most issues of international politics. we

are firmly conv~nced that the Non-Aligned Movement will remain an impor~nt an~

positive facto! of interna(ional life in the future as well.

These days the world economy is faced with worsening problems in the solution

of which the United Nations and its spec:ialized agencies have a significant role to

play and a great responsibility to bear. It is our conviction that there is but

one way leading to recovery, tha t of developing co-opera tion and crea ting the

necessary conditions for it. The expansion and dee~ning of international

co-operation requires reco~lition of and respect for the legitimate interests of

all parties concerned. Several countries, including mine, are confronted with

great difficulties as a result of the increasingly widespread policies of

discrimination, embargo and protectionism. Their elimination from international

practice would be greatly instrumental in coping with the p~Oblem$ of the world

economy.

The Hungarian People's Republic continue's to favour the development of trade,

economic, scientific and technical relations among States based on mutual benefit

and free from discrimination.

Joint efforts are similarly requir~d in removing th~ ~i30rders of the

international monetary system, making rational use of raw mate:rials, energy

resources and food, and protecting the environment. We wish to be a good partner

of States participating in the work of the United Nations and its specialized

agencies and to make a contribution, within our means, to the solution of the

pressing problems faced by the community of nations.

I
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It derives from the nature of our social system that we attach great

importance to co-operation within the framework of the United Nations in promoting

the fullest possible exercise of h~man rights. We regard it indispensable for the

international community to take joint and effective a~tion against the mass and

gross violations of human rights. We, for our part, contribute our share to the

implem~ntation of human rights by developing our society, strengthening the

substantive elements of Socialist democracy &nd, in accordance with this r

consistently fulfilling our international obligations.

In referring to the difficulties and problems to be met by the international

community, it has been my aim bo underscore the urgent need for well-conside~ed

steps, broad international action, constructive approaches and forward-oriented

deeds. We are convinced that mar.kind has the intellectual and material resourcep.

which, if mobilized, will enable it to meet the challenges of our age. However,

finding successful and lasting solutions for the global questions and for other

pressing problems affecting the future destiny of the worl.d is conditional on

exploiting the body of experience accumulated by mankind in the course of

centuries, on making use of the almost unlimited potential created by the modern

technology of our time for the attainment of those lofty goals and on putting an

end to the inordinate squandering on an arms build-up of immense material and

intellectual resources.

In establishing international co-operation and co-ordinating joint actions, a

major role is reserved for the United Nations, which is celebrating the fortieth

anniversary of its foundation. The world Organization set forth in its Charter

four decades ago the purposes of maintaining international peace and security,

developing relations among nations and achieving international co-operation in

solving economic, social, cultural and humanitarian problems.
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It i's a fact that since the United Nations was founded the world has witnessed

deeply penetrating changes that have left their mark on our Organization as well.

Nevertheless, we maintain that the purposes and principles enshrined in the

Charter are still valid today. Despite the significant results achieved during its

40 years of existence, the world Organization has not been able, nor has it been

enabled by international realities and the divergent endeavours of Member States,

to find solutions to all the problems that mankind has to face today. But this

does not alter our conviction that the United Nations has ~n indispensable role to

play in moulding the shape of our future. We do believl8 that the community of

nations, including our world Organization, can do a g'lealt deal "for a better

world", as is also emphasized by the official theme of the United Nations Year.

The fulfilment of this role would be greatly facilitated by enhancing the

effectiveness of the work of the United Nations system.*

The celebrations of the fortieth anniversary of the establishment of the

United Nations are of particular relevance for Hungary, since it was 30 years ago

that our country was admitted to membership in the world OrganizationG On that

occasion, the Hungarian Government pledged that, in its foreign policy directed at

safeguarding peace and promoting international co-operation in the spirit of the

United Nations Charter, it would use its best efforts at the forums of the United

Nations as well for maintaining and strengthening universal peace and security and

ensuring peaceful coexistence among States with different social systems.

* The President returned to the Chair.
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Nations. This is evidenced by our efforts to improve the international atmosphere

and carefully and purposefully t~ cUltivate relations among peoples. I should like
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to a~nfirm that it is the intention of the Hungarian Government to continue working
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fUture international activity in that same spirit. with its foteign policy cOUfSe

aimed at serving the universal cause of peace and progress,. my country reaffirms

itB.co..itment to the purposes a~Q principles embodied in the Charter"of the United

(Mr. Varkonyi, Hungary)

During the past 30 years, the Hmlgarian people'S Republic has pursued its

foreign policy in accordance with that declaration, and it intends to conduct its



of the establishment of the United Nations.

most favourable results, for the benefit of mankind.

This session, which coincides with the fortieth anniversary of the
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Mr. AL-SHARA (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic): It

giVing the Organization a new impetus to enhance its role as the most effective

of the recent disaster, the earthquake in their country.

establishment of our world Organization, deserves to witness a drastic change,

his major and difficult task of achieving a more effective role for the United

heartfelt sorrow of the Syrian Government and people over the tragic consequences

international relations, have earned our great admiration and appreciation. While

I take this opportunity to express to the Government and people of Mexico the

The untiring efforts exerted by Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, the United

Nations in bringir~ about peace, justice and prosperity in the world.

the outgoing President, whose wisdom ~nriched the work of the thirty-ninth session

I take this opportunity to express our appreciation to Ambassador Paul Lusaka,

Bonds of history, culture and civilization have linked your beautiful country,

and helped it realize significant step~' and worthy achievements.

wishing him further success in his work, we reiterate our full support for him in

Nations secretary-General, to enhance the role of the United Nations in

confident that your distinguished diplomatic experience and your exceptional

and satisfaction to us to see you assuming this high office. We are fully

presidency of the fortieth se$sion of the Gene~el Assembly. This sessiun has

Damascus was the capital of the first Arab State. It is indeed a source of pride

qualifications are a sure guarantee of the success of this session in yielding the

Spain, and its great people to my country, £ 'ia, and the Arab pe~ple ever since

acquired particular significance since it coincides with the fortieth anniversary

BC'r/at

gives me great pleasure to congratulate you, Sir, on your election to the
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In the light of the present deteriorating international situation, this

economic, cultural, social and scientific development in those countries, which,

colonialism, racism and exploitation. Syria, as a founding Member of our

(Mr. Al-Shara, Syrian Arab
Republic)

consolidating the principles on which
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after being liberated from the yoke of colonialism, have faced a burdensome

inheritance of economic difficulties as well as of social and political hotbeds of

tension, which have undermined the independence of those countries and forced some

to implement the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries

Organization and its specialized agencies in solving many problems in the fields of

We also highly appreciate the significant achievements of the international

Looking back over these 40 years, one cannot but note wi th apprecia tion the

the decolonization of a great number of countries and peoples victims of

important and effective role which the United Nations has played in assisting in

Organization, has unfailingly contributed to the strengthening of the role of the

United Nations. Syria has done its utmost in this regard through its active

membership in the Committee on decolonization since it was established 25 years ago

and Peoples, whose twenty-fifth anniversary our Organization is now celebrating.

the best circumstances to bring about justice for the oppressed peoples, thus

coming generations the scourge of wars and destruction.

respecting their rights and sovereignty over their territories and sparing the

airm of finding solutions to intricate international problems, eliminating all

international relations are based.

forms of racism, colonialism and nee-colonialism, checking aggression and creating

anniversary should be regarded as a further incentive to mobilize efforts with the

prog~ess, safeguarding peace in the world

instrument and~most appropriate .framework for achieving economic and social

Bel/at



neo-colonialism.

In the midst of our celebrations of the fortieth anniversary of the

and the peoples of the world from the serious efforts that should be made for

(Mr. Al-Shara. Syrian Arab
Republic)
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the world Organization's capability of dealing with the many regional hotbeds of

not succeed in preventing the militarization of outer space, that will undermine

disarmament on our planet. Consequently, it is certain that if the preoccupation

tension, the most dangerous of which are the Middle East and southern Africa. Such

No one can claim that the lesson of Hiroshima and Nagasaki has been well

The danger of this new development does not lie only in the increase in the

nuclear arms race in outer space would divert the attention of both the Governments

imperialism rejoices in its nuclear potential and insists on militarizing outer

exist on earth are sufficient to destroy all forms of life on it; nor does it lie

development. Rather, the major danger lies in the fact that the launching of a new

otherwise have been used to combat famine and disease and solve problems of

space.

mankind and must not be repeated in the future in any manner whatsoever.

of the United Nations with tackling this problem and the debate surrounding it do

lethal nuclear capabilities, inasmuch as part of those capabilities that already

in various parts of the globe is continuing. Likewise, no one can be optimistic

only in the tremendous expenditures of hundreds of billions of dollars, which could

and reassured about the future of mankind so long as the leadership of world

establishment of the united Nations, we owe it to ourselves to pause in humility

learned so long as the nuclear-arms race is escalating and the deployment of bases

and to reflect as we remember the victims of the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima

and Nagasaki. This event will remain a terrible nightmare and a costly lesson to

BCT/at

of them to fall once again under the domination of the forces of imperialism and



No one can doubt that the United Nations has played an effective role in

way for a more just and equitable era of international relations under the

the geography of nations - with no end to this appearing to be imminent.

(Mr. AI-Shara, Syrian Arab
Republic)
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provis ions of the Uni ted Na tions Char ter •

Africa. We may conclude without hesitation that the Tel Aviv and Pretoria regimes,

The 40 years of the life of the United Nations have provided the oppressed

impose their will and humiliating conditions on the Arabs and Africans.

51 Member States in 1945 to 159 Member States at present, in 1985, thus paving the

practices, strengthen their racist doctrines and forge the history of peoples and

gradually able over the past four decades to expand their areas of occupation,

peoples with an opportunity to liberate themselves from the yoke of colonialism and

policies, their oppressive and brut~l practices and their continuous attempts to

because of the continuous and unlimited support of world imperialism, have been

collapsed; and the number of independent nations has considerably risen, from

whenever their independence has been jeopardized. Regrettably, however, the United

Nations has remained unable to solve the problems of the Middle East and southern

achieve their national independence. Empires from which the sun had never set have

a sit~~n would afford appropriate opportunities for exploitation by the racist

regimes in Tel Aviv and Pretoria in persisting in their aggressive expansionist

BCT/at

affirming the independence of tilese States and extending assistance to them

consolidate their military potentials, escalate their aggression and oppressive
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On the abrogation of that humiliating ~greement the United States

Administration issued direct ~arnings to the effect that it was for those who

scrapped the agreement to get the Israelis out of Lebanon. In other words, the

United States was encouraging the Israelis to remain in Lebanon. Once again, a

shining landmark in the history of the Arab-Israeli conflict was established when

President Assad resolved decisively that

"SY:'ia will extend all-out support to the national resistance until the last

Israeli soldier has left Lebanon".

There were successive waves of martyrs, ushering in the defeat of the Israeli

troops. Consequently the excuse of "Israeli security" - which means menacing Arab

security with impunity - has been completely discredi.ted.

The Israelis are now trying to remain in the border area, which they call a

security belt, and are refusing to implement Security Council resolution

425 (1978). Meanwhile, the operations of the heroic national resistance con~inue;

their glory radiates beyond the borders to invigorate resistance in the West Bank,

the Gaza Strip and the Golan Heights and unite all resistance, thus opening a new

chapter of heroic struggle against Israeli occupation.

The Israeli occupation forces have inflicted horrible destruction and

devastation on Lebanese towns, villages and farms, leaVing behind scores of

thousands of victims and bereaved families. The objective of the Israeli troops

was clearly to destroy Lebanon in order to occupy it, and to tear it apart if they

were compelled to withdraw from it.

Israel's claim that it has nothing to do with the current explosions, fighting

and anarchy in Lebanon does not change the facts. It is true that the structure of

the Lebanese system is not flawless and that the seeds of contradiction exist in

its institutions. That is recognized and admitted by the Lebanese themselves, and
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that is why they are calling for the reform of that system. But it is also true

that the horrible devastation, brutal massac~es and tremendous suffering inflicted

by the Israeli occupation troops on the Lebanese have generated in the minds and

consciousness of the Lebanese people highly explosive feelings of bitterness,

hatred and vengeance. Those feelings have had tragi~ consequences as they have

exploded among the Lebanese or between the Lebanese and the Palestinians. On the

other hand, those feelings have had a splendid, heroic aspect when embodied in the

operations of the national resistance to the Israeli occupiers.

That is how we in Syria perceive this issue and why we are exerting all

possible efforts to help our Lebanese brothers put an end to their ordeal, achieve

national reconciliation and restore security and stability throughout their

country. By the same token we shall assist and back the brave Lebanese national

resistance until Lebanon is totally liberated and the phase of reform and

reconstruction begins~

I

I
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Syria has ~onsistently sought the achievement Qf a just: comprehensive and

lasting peace in the Middle East. We have strongly supported the United Nations

resolutions relevant to the Arab-Israeli conflict and the Palestinian question.

Along with its sister Arab countries, Syria contributed to the unanimous adoption

of an Arab Peace Plan in Fez in 1982. The Plan calls for Isra~l's withdrawal from

all the occupied Arab territories and for the restoration of ~Qe inalienable

na tional rights of the Palestinian Arab people, including their tight Colf return, to

self-determination and to establish their independent State on their native soil,

with Jerusalem as its capital. We support the call for the convening of an

international conference on peace in the MiGdle East under the auspices of the

United Nations and with the participation of all the parties to the conflict, as

well as the two super-Powers, the Soviet Union and the United States of America.

Because Syria stands firmly against attempts to exclude and circumvent the

United Nations, we strongly condemn all separate and partial solutions, such as the

Camp David Accords and the Egyptian-Israeli Treaty. Syria regards the current

attempts to market the Amman agreement of 11 February 1985 and put it in a pUblic

auction as tantamount to denying the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people,

foremost among which is the right to establish their independent State on their

native soil, which has been reaffirmed fr~uently by United Nations resolutions in

the past 40 years. It is axiomatic that the renunciation of an independent

Palestinian State would make the concept of self-determination useless and devoid

of meaning.

The economic crisis and acute social and political tensions in the world in

recent years must prompt the industrialized countries to realize that the

maintenance of a one-way course of prosperity and development is no longer possible
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in our time, particularly when all peoples of the world look foward to the

establishment of normal, balanced international economic relations based on mutual

trust, to the benefit of mankind.

The terrible famine suffered by some African countries, the burdensome debts

borne by many countries of the world, particularly in Latin America, and the

decline in growth rates in most countries cannot be truly remedied in the absence

of an equitable world economic order and with the continuing frenzied arms race on

earth and in outer space.

Today the arms race undoubtedly represents the major obstacle in the search

for solutions to other ~roblems and the social and economic tensions resulting

therefrom. The maintenance of in~ernational peace and security can be realized not

through the arms race but only through respect for rights, the establishment of

justice and the elimination of all aspects and forms of aggression and racism.

Syria backs all efforts designed to lead to the cessation of the production of

nuclear weapons and the destruction of stockpiles. It also condemns the current

attempts of world imperialism to militarize outer space, which is the common

heritage of all mankind. Syria calls for the full implementation of the Treaty on

the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and for new agreements to limit the arms

race and ban ~~e production of nuclear weapons and nuclear tests.

The connection between European security and the security of the Mediterranean

region is a geographical fact that cannot be ignored. Any security measures which

may be adopted in Europe must be accompanied at the same time by similar security

measures in the Mediterranean region, along with international guarantees not to

use the nuclear installations existing on the territories of some European

countr ies against Medi terranean countr ies.

I
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Mediterranean region into a zone of peace and a nuclear-weapon-free zone, would

like once more to draw the attention of the international community to the fact

that Israel's nuclea!: capabilities and its persiste,~~ refusal to ratify the

Non-Proliferation Treaty andr:o place its nuclear' il'!stalla tions under international

safeguards pose a real threat to the security of both the Mediterra~ean countries

and the Middle East and impede the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in

that region. The Syrian Arab Republic fully supports the transformation of the

Middle East region into a nuclear-weapon-free zone, in accordance with the

resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly, in order to ease tension in the

region.

Syria contributed to the establishment of the United Nations and it upholds

the purposes and principles of the Charter. Its people is one of the peoples of

the third world, whose causes and national liberation movements Syria supports, and

it will not yield to aggression or compromise its principles. At the same time,

Syria is fully aware of its role and commitments in both the Arab and the

international a~enas.

Inspired by its principles, Syria contributes with all the means at its

disposal to the serious search for a peace that guarantees the restoration of

national rights and human dignity, redresses injustices and eliminates aggression.

Accordingly, Syria firmly backs the just struggle waged by the African peoples

against the racist regime in South Africa. We believe that the courageous uprising

of our African brethren in recent mon ths .is a shining landmark on the pa th towards

the elimination of racism in southern Africa. The alliance between the South

African regime and tile racist regime in Tel Aviv and b)eir collaboration in all

fields, in patticular the military and nuclear fields, as well as the co-ordination

I•
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of t&~eir aggressive policies and ses'iemi::s against: ta'1e African and b'1e Arab peoples,

must be met with better co-ordination and increased co-operation among the Arab and

African countries in various domains.

It is no exaggeration to say that the continuing aggressive and racist

policies of the Pretoria and Tal Aviv regimes remai'As the "fuse moat likely to

ignite the international situation and confront the world with a potential nuclear

disaster. The continuance of the strategic alliance between the united States of

America and those two racist regimes, and the fact that the united States is

supplying them with all the means of aggression while obstructing the imposition of

comprehensive mandatory .sanctions against them, constitute the main reason for the

isolation of the united States in the international aLena and the condemnation of

its policies in the world.

The question of Cyprus remains one of the most complex problems causing

concern to the international community in general and to the non-aligned

Mediterranean States in particular. This is because of its implications for the

security and stability of the entire region. The just solution of this question

can be achieved only through the implementation of the relevant United Nations

resolutions in such a way as to preserve for tile Republic of Cyprus its

sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and non-aligned status and by

means of negotia tions be tween the two Cypr iot commun i ties. i'le sincerely hope tha t

the endeavours of the Unit.~d Nations Secretary-General will be crowned with success.

With regard to the situation in Afghanistan, we reaffirm the need to recognize

the right of the legitimate Afghan Government to defend its country's independence

and sovereignty against any foreign interference. We are totally cooonitted to

ensuring that this country, which is linked to ours by ancient historical ties,

remains a member of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries.



representative of the Secretary-3eneral, and we wish him all success.

serious dimensions, cannot be isolated from united States acts of intervention

The process of decolonization and the achievements in the scientific and

(Mr. Al-Shara, Syrian Arab
Republic)
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The reunification of the two parts of Korea has become an urgent necessity in

Hotbeds of tension in various parts of the world may still explode at any

Current developments in Central America and the Caribbean, which have acquired

We hope that the countries. neighbouring on Afghanistan, with which we have the same

moment. Hundreds of millions of people in the third world are experiencing

problem, which calls upon the United States of America to withdraw its forces from

technological fields witnessed during the last 40 years have shortened distances

for the systems of their own choice. These are manifested in the threat or use of

problems on our globe have kept growing and seem to remain without solutions in

view, the implementation of the United Nations resolution relevant to the Korean

force, accompanied by pressures, political blackmail, economic blockades and the

financing of mercenaries and their use to destabilize regimes that reject

sight. The arms race is spiralling uncontrollably and is apt to reach outer space.

JSMVrd

education. None the less, the presence of the United Nations per se will represent

keeping with the interests of international peace and the Korean people~ In our

people of Nicaragua, from exercising their right to self-determination and opting

close historical ties, will be able to resolve the difficulties among themselves.

We are closely following the ongoing negotiations in Geneva, through the

subservience and hegemony.

among nations and have considerably narrowed gaps among peoples. Yet numerous

aimed at preventing the peoples of the region, foremost among which is the heroic

South Korea, is the right course for solving the problem.

difficulties in securing the very minimum of food, clothing, lodging and



the ideals of the United Nations,

kind-hearted man. The actions and convictions of a man of his stature and

necessary resources to work for justice and a better world for all.

(Mr. AI-Shara, Syrian Arab
Republic)
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A particular tribute must be paid to our Secretary-General,

Mr. TALES IBRAHIMI (Algeria) (interpretation from Arabic):

~ingled out one of its most deserving and energetic servants. Hence I do not know

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar. The excellent report he has given us is in itself

Your predecessor, Ambassador Paul Lusaka, also deserves an expression of great

At a time when the Organization is reviewing its past, probing the present and

be best for our turbulent and troubled world. To your country, Spain, we owe a

gratitude. This worthy son of Africa has left you the exemplary legacy of a

sufficient proof of his determination and courage. In his vast undertaking and the

wondering about its future, it is extremely comforting to have a man of your

qualities gives hope and strength to those who believe that mankind has the

Organization, it is indeed fitting that the United Nations should have honoured and

and aggression and where justice and peace prevail.

of the most dedicated observers of the vicissitudes of the Organization.

Mr. President, at this session which is a high point in the life of the

what would be more appropriate: to congratulate you, Sir, on this honour and

judicious choice which ensures for our. Assembly an invaluable contribution from one

solutions for these problems within the framework of constructive international

debt of gratitude for having provided us with a citizen of the world dedicated to

a major achievement should the leaders of the world resolve to seek appropriate

distinction that has be~n conferred upon you or to congratulate ourselves on our

commitment, lucidity and selfless dedication guiding us towards what we believe to

co-operation in order to create a better world free from all forms of oppression

JSM/rd



terror still remains terror; that if freedom can accommodate even one single

circumstances.

capacity of man to come to grips with problems and to make the right choices -

• J} ' ..
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(Hr. Taleb Ibrahimi, Algeria)
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especially when confronted with today's very serious problems and prevailing

~he United Nations, therefore, is an act of hope, because of its faith in the

acceptable where the opulence of a few draws on the poverty of the many.

violation, it is no longer true freedomi and, finally, that no order can be

Emerging from total chaos born out of madness, the United Nations sought to

The United Nations is an idea as well as an act of hope. It is an idea which

that fear, even organized fear, can never replace confidencei that the balance of

The united Nations is currently commemorating its fortieth anniversary. In a

rejected war and made a wager on peace; at a time when colonialism had tarnished

will always hold that dialogue offers more than an unbridled exercise of force~

States mankind has ever known is due to the astuteness of its wager and the majesty

of its promise. There is no doubt that this wager and this promise is still the

order of the day.

human civilization, it condemned the oppression of man by man and chose freedom; in

a world living in poverty and destitution, it promised that progress would be made.

That the United Nations has brought together the greatest number of peoples and

time for taking measures to correct, adapt or redirect actions towards goals,

human lifetime 40 years is already a generation, just as it is also an appropriate

restore order and reason - to its credit, its first step towards dignity for all.

aspirations and ambitions in the light of past experience, and the same holds true

shamed mankind, the United Nations was born in a world which had categorically

for organizations. Forty years ago, in the last smouldering fires of a war which

reforms he seeks to be applied collectively, we wish to assure him that we will

stand by his side and join forces with him.

JSM/rd



None of this can diminish the achievements of the United Nations. Even if it

has merely transferred conflicts from one arena to another, it has, for the present

every effort to make it strong.
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their struggle and have found in it understanding, solace and support. To a world

their destiny, all the oppressed peoples have seen the Organization join them in

to carry out its universal mission.

. At this period of stocktaking there is no principle of the Uni ted Na tions tha t

to fulfil our hopes and expectations we must believe in it and make of it a real

instrument of peace and co-operation among nations ~ giving it the necessary means

But we expect more than that of the United Nations. If the United Nations is

(~! Taleb Ibrahimi, Algeria)

Indeed, we are daily coming closer to the ultimate choice: prosperity in

That the United Nations exists is already a meaningful achievement. If our

a system of peace through collective securIty and co-operation.

would justify its being maintained; if it served only as a forum in which our

diVided against itself it has pain ted ou t the pa th of true reconcilia tion based on

harmonious coexistence and friendly ties that will enable mankind to survive•

has been altered or made invalid in the 40 years of its existence. Time has not

RM/19

Organization served only as a means of communication between peoples, that alone

meaningful as ever. The breadth of our ambition has lacked only the power of

made any of its aims obsolete. Its outlook, its concept and its progress remain as

States could speak and listen to each other, it should still be upheld; if it

SOlidarity or uncontrollable and inevitable turbulence; to consolidate the bases of

generation, exorcised the spectre of world conflict; in their long march towards

served only to allow dialogue to prevail over conflict, it would still deserve our

action and our great dreams have not been made everyday realities.

guaranteed universal destruction and increase the risk of its happening or ensure

~.r;, ~ : . ", ,,' ..
..:. .. ' ~
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Basically, the United Nations has carried the> burden of bringing some

South, and the protagonists in the last enclaves in which the fate of freedom

responded to the challenge of a new international economic order, international

(Mr. Taleb Ibrahimi, Algeria)
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selective bilateralism and oriented away from multilateral action or called upon to

The victim of factitious political quarrels, tainted by the preference for

take sides When in fact it should be acting as judge, the United Nations is but the

certain Members lacked the necessary will, conviction and foresight.

We need only look at the horizons of Palestine, Namibia, South Africa, western

Surely this is an immoral state of affairs at a time when not all the people

We must note that the new order of international co-operation announced by the

image of the society that gave it birth; torn between East and West, North and

development strategies or global negotiations. As was the case with disarmament,

Sahara and other places to measure the extent to which one of the essential tasks

the imposition of power and collective suicide.

of the United Nations has remained unaccomplished.

resources are fuelling the forces of destruction. That represents a clear denial

United Nations has not yet been put into practice. The United Nations has not

distorted form of security based on deterrence, as if there were no choice between

of all the things that constitute the essence and spirit of the united Nations.

'cbe world. The need for a system of collective security gave way to a stunning

of our planet are assured of food, health, education and shelter and precious

most regrettable that the collective effort has not been commensurate with the

intentions and that the action taken has not been in lina with the new vision of

forth conditions, formulated guiding principles and outlined a framework. It is

accumulation of armamentsJ true security through disarmament has been replaced by a

semblance of order and justice to international relations. In so doing, it has set

BM/19
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remain silent about its weaknesses.

connection with the work of the United Nations. Because we believe that the vision

place in a situation that clearly reveals what remains to be done.

(Mr. Taleb Ibrahimi, Algeria)
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way, to improving international relations should be given consideration. We remain

In an interdependent world everything that can contribute, even in a limited

Algeria cannot forget that it was at the United Nations that its struggle for

The world climate is disturbed. The reopening of East-West negotiations has

The nature of present-day international relations, which are characterized by

The commemoration of the fortieth anniversary of our Olganization is taking

the United Nations to inaction. Even the rights of peoples and the causes of

force in all environments, although nature intended them for other purposes.

that Algeria found friends, comrades and brothers, and they were many; it was here,

known to tne world.

of influence, able to rely upon general and complete disarmament and based on a

light of other calculations, other interests and other goals that have no

convinced of the need to establish a world order free from the policies of spheres

freedom are subjected to 'obstacles that can be explained or understood only in the

freedom received one of the most striking manifestations of sympathy. It was here

and action of the United Nations are part of the course of history, we cannot

finally, that the martyrdom of its people and the justice of its struggle were made

dominant positions and at the cost of the total deprivation of others has condemned

divisions to our Organization.

RM/19

occurred in an atmosphere of reciprocal mistrust and amid an escalation of shows of

attachment of some to the privileges of a garish opulence acquired through their

against oppression is being decided, that society cannot help but transfer its deep

conflict, reflects upon the United Nations and saps its effectiveness. The
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meaningful in thts regard.'"

* Mr. Oyoue (Gabon), Vice-President, took the Chair.

(Mr. Taleb Ibrabilli, Algeria)

system 'of real collective security. The extension of the reQ~n~ East-west

negotiations to include regional or local tensions, crises and conflicts is

'~'~ . -
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There can be no detente unless it is universal, as indeed theJ:'e can be no

security unless it is shared by all.

If the continuation of tension, of crises and regional disputes are of concern

to the whole international community, then it is essential that a settlement of

disputes should not be tied to the geostrategic interests of any particular Member.

In present-day international economic relations, we see proof of the many

tasks that the united Nations has not been able to accomplish. We commemorate

these 40 years of the existence of our Organization in a world which has been

shaken by acute economic crisis. Whether we speak of international trade, of the

monetary system, of the financial system, of agriculture, industrialization or the

commodities market, it is the very structures of the world's economic system which

has been shaken.

Worse than precarious, the present system of economic international relations

is obsolete. It is not adapted to present-day problems or to the new ~onditions of

our times. And this is undeniable. It was able to carry out its historic task

when it was devoted to building up the exclusive prosperity of a few, but this

system very quickly showed that it was inadequate when faced with the challenge of

universal prosperity.

World indebtedness today is the revealing factor which shows up the

disruptions and the inadequacies of the system.

The economic situation in Africa is another revealing factor. The drama of

survival, which Africa lives through on a daily basis, must awaken our ~onscience.

The United Nations has brOtlght solace to Africa in its distress, but action and

assistance at present under way are not commensurate with the scope and the reality

of the needs in Africa. A consistent and integrated programme of economic recovery

remains essential for Africa. This constitutes a challenge for international
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co-operadon and development which mus t be recognized in order to reactiva te its

original spirit and ~econcile us to its origin~l vocation.

The twenty-first. Conference of Heads of state and Government of the

Organization of Afri~an Unity (OAU) showed the way to the rehabilitation of African

economies. The l\frican States agu{1'd on the responsibilities they were prepared to

shot.:'.der. They also told the international community and the United Nations system

what they expected of them.

In so far as it is capable of meeting these expectations, the United Nations

will find an ideal occasion to live up to its ideals.

Qvt'. and beyond its ililllediate intervention in areas of critical interest and

its response to calls for assistance from certain countries or regions, the United

~dt~~ns has been faced with an overall problem by reason of the world economic

i~risis. Fran that standpoint the establishment of a new international economic

order is consistent with the course of history.

In a worl& of interdependence, where obviously all problelllS are closely

interrelated, there i::l no real alternative to global negotiations. In taking note

of the oLstacles which have ptevented them from being initiated, and at the same

time assessing thei~ ability to bring a true solution to the problema before us, we

cannot but maintain our belief that global negotiations constitute the future for a

North-South dialogue engaged in loyally and with determination.

The international financial and monetary system is one of the main parameters

of the world economic crisis which we have to face. Its present inad~'lacy

restricts growth and development. It must therefore be revised in the common

interest.

The world economic crisis i~ the source of serious instabili,ty in

international relations. Its continu~t~on will inevitably degenerate into
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fUJ:'ther aggravations for which one day we will have to pay a very high price. Must

that actually happen in order for us to effect, at a cost which we cannot count

today, the essen tial changes and transforma tions which mus t be brought abou t in the

world economy? The latteer provides sufficient grounds for concern which should

encourage us immediately to take collective action capable of reversing the present

course of events. The world economic crisis, because of the diversity of its

effects and its ramifications in international life, must lead us to seek solutions

on the basis of shared political responsibility.

We can tackle that task provided we can draw, with lucidity and courage, from

the lessons we have learned in the past.

The Movement of Non-Aligned Countries has dedicated itsel.f to that particular

task, having always emphasized its importance.

This is the appropriate time to refer to the contribution made by the Movement

of Non-Aligned Countries in identifying itself with the ideals of the United

Nations.

The independence of peoples, collective security, disarmament and development,

which form the very basis and essence of the United Nations, are also causes to

which non-alignment is dedicated.

By ths very fact that it stands aside from all blocs, non-alignment. has made a

contribution to peace which it; already a fact of history.

But by placing 1,tself outside blocs, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries

does not intend to remain passive. An independent source of reflection and action,

it has sought to contribute to an improvement in international relations through

proposals and initiatives. The difficulties experienced in carrying them out have

not discouraged the Movement from persisting in its efforts.
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After a quarter century Of existen(~'l! 1 the Hcwe_nt Qf NOn-Uigned Countries

has reason to take pr ide in having served the uni ted Na1:10n8.

We have come here today to share our satlsfae~ion and our frustrations with

regard to the United Nations, but we are also here today to express our fira

attachment to the ideals of the Organization. There is no betterpreof of this

attachment than the principles which are the basis of my country's policies and

action in our region. The principles are mutual respect, good-neighbourliness and

co-operation; the action is to IDObilize the region's entire potential for the

benefit of our stability and the progress of our peoples.

Together with all others displaying goodwill, Algeria is dedicated to the

establishment of a united Maghreb achieved through recOnciliation between all

brotherly peoples and the removal of all obstacles, whatever their nature or

scope. The Greater Maghreb can only translate vision into reality through a

determined commitment of all those involved.

I • , ., •
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tf'tQoseparties are convinced of the inevitabilityo~.~heestablishment of a

United Maghreb, they must create the most favourable conditions for it. The only

destiny for the peoples of the Maghreb is a common destiny. Their shared history

has foreordained that destiny. Divided~ we ~hal1 have no power.andour voice will,

not be heard: united, we shall become a zone of prosperitY,~nd be substantial

partners as a resul.t of our combined wills and capacities.

The choice before us is therefore crystal-clear~ and ,so is the right choice.

We in Algeria are confident that the right choice will be ,made.

But the Greater Maghreb cannot be built up through the sacrifice of anyone of

its peoples ~ to be specific, the people of western Sahara - without abandoning our

long-held aspirations and without losing our own souls.

The western Sahara conflict is at the same time a national and an

international fact. There is both a national and an international reality in that

territory. Consequently any final and peaceful solution of that conflict must

ensure that that dual reality will be fully taken into account.

The Organization of African unity, the united Nations and, more recently, in

Luanda, the Non-Aligned Movement have taken a common stand evoking that dual

realitYr and defining its framework and the ~ppropriate means. The concept is a

decolonization process to be concluded by implementing the right of the people of

that territory to self-determination and independence. The framework would involve

direct negotiations between the parties to the conflict. The means would be a free

and fair self-determination referendum without administrative or military

constraints, and both parties to the conflict, identified as such, would negotiate

the modalities of such a referendum. There is full international consensus on such

a step. It is well known where the responsibility lies for the fact that it has

not been taken and also for the attempts to pervert the consensus and distort the

settlement process which is the subject of that consensus.

• ,
I
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In this 'respect, I ~ou1d recall three facts. First, that since the conflict

in Western Sahara concerns a decolonization process that remains to be completed,

there can be no viable and cree1ble settlement that is not concluded by the

combatants and guaranteed by themJ secondly, formally declaring that it will have

no other value than to'conf!tm cl fait accompli is not a referendumJ and lastlyu the

Organization of African unity, together with'the united Nations, have full

responsibility for a decolonization process described as such by both organizations.

Having e~ercised all means within its power to put an end to this fratricidal

conflict, Algeria reiterates its appeal to reason as' well as to the sense of

responsibility of those who have still not shown a ~eadiness to enable the peoples

of the region to cease u~ing their energies in the service of destruction and to

join forces to build their country.

Now that the path to peace has been clearly indicated, we congKatulate the

Organization of African unity, the United Nations and the Non-Aligned Movement on

what they have achieved. We would encourage the United Nations Secretary-General

to collaborate with the authorities of the African organization to ensure strict

application of the settlement plan, 'en which there is a universal consensus.

The United Nations has condemned apartheid as Q crime against humanity. The

racial oppression suffered by the South Afri~~n people, the illegal occupation of

Namibia and the aggression and intimidation suffered by the front-line countries

cannot be described as anything but crimes against humanity.

Some among us here have believed the promises that apartheid would change,

while others have actively encouraged those promises. Today that system has

revealed itself to the world for what it really is and for what it always has
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bee~.. ~t is within its own logic that its truly evil nature is to be found, it is

within that logic, but also because of th~ toleration it has enjoyed that it has

been able to surYlve for so long.

Since that awareness has taken considerable time to develop in some quarters,

collective action is all the more urgent. That awareness can be expressed only

through comprehensive mandatory sanctions.

Those who have never abandoned hope in the United Nations and those who have

worked for the establishment of justice and peace in southern Africa will draw hope

and faith from such action. The peoples of southern Africa and Namibia will be

able to draw solace from it in their just struggle. The international community

owes the African National Congress, the South West Africa People's Organization and

the front-line countries - and through them the whole of Africa - this expression

of support in their struggle for their freedom.

The crimes of apartheid in southern Africa recall those of Zionism in

Palestine and in the Middle.East.

In speaking here today on this subject I am forced to recall that it was a

United Nations concept that led to the present martyrdom of the Palestinian

people. In order to ease the conscience of some, a whole people was condemned to

exile.

The unjust fate of that people, and its unfulfilled destiny, are at the heart

of the Middle East crisis, with all its regional and international repercussions.

This Assembly has recognized the inalienable national rights of the people of

Palestine. From henceforth those rights cannot be prejUdged or predetermined

against the will of that people.



solution.

unacceptable.

unpunished.
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Similarly, the ~eneral Assembly has bestowed international recognition on the

community to shoulder its responsibilities and ensure that it does not go

Algeria strongly condemns that new act of aggression and calls on the international

Algeria, which has always believed that Zionist practices are a denial of

peace, sees in the brutal aggression against our brother and neighbour, Tunisia,

Since inalienable national rights are expressed through the natural right to

people, which is a constant goal of Zionism, is being carried to the furthermost

further justification for that belief. The genocide against the Palestinian

Finally, in view of the regional and international dimensions of the Middle

corners of the host countries in which the Palestinian people have found refuge.

participant in negotiations on the Middle East and Palestine would be totally

East crisis and the question of Palestine, it is clear that an international peace

conference under united Nations auspices is the only valid framework for a lasting

through the creation of its independent State in Palestine, its historical homeland.

therefore peace in the Middle East.

self-determination of all peoples, without exception, it is only logical that the

representative of the Palestinian people. This shows the impe~ative need for the

Therefore, any change in the PLO's representative status or its status as a

Palestinian people should enjoy those rights without hindrance, particularly

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) as the sole, legitimate and authentic

PLO's participation in any negotiations on the future of the Palestinian people and

JP/mh
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some worth-while achievements, much remains to be done.

effective only to the extent that we make the necessary means available to it.

A/40/I?V:IG
92

(Mr. Taleb Ibrahimi, Algeria)

~~-~~~~-._..~-~--~'""'i""'------------- __

In acknowledging the wisdom of the purposes and principles of the Charter, we

from our strengthi its rationality can come only from our reason; it can be

Nations was founded. Any strength that the United Nations possesses can come only

The problems of our age demand respect for the ideals on which the united

Having proclaimed the theme "United Nations for a better world", we must remember

increased uncertainty. The United Nations and its multilateral work for peace and

During its 40 years of existence the United Nations has been the setting for

encouragement and our confidence.

view of the importance of its task, it deserves broad support and merits our

that that world will be only what we collectively make it.

peace. The Contadora Group is persevering in a responsible manner to that end. In

development are as valid as they ever were, but while that work has resulted in

The meeting rose at 1.40 p.m.

Those same purposes and principles of the United Nations must prevail in

hidden and declared differences, compounded by conflicts of conscience that have

with faith and courage, prove able to rise above thelr differences and take up the

and that the waste of energy and strength in the conflict isvery~amagin9 to their

Central America, where the peoples must together take up that same challenge of

plans for development and progress, Algeria hopes that Iraq and Iran will finally,

challenge of peace.

,
Convinced that the interests of their two peoples lie in art end to the bloodshed

Iraq and Iran. Nothing concerns and sadQep~~lge~i~more than the persistence of"., .. :'~:.< > :'.: ;,. ~
. '. . 'I!'o',i+ '._ .' _;0>

ti)at conflict between two countries with which we maintain brotherly relations.

can hope for nothing better than th~ir observance in solving the conflict between
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