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at 3.20 p.m.

27th
PLENARY MEETING

NEW YORK

This augurs well for all of us because your great
country, Zambia, under the leadership of President
Kenneth Kaunda, has been in the forefront of the
freedom struggle that has swept from the north to the
southern part of our continent. While congratulating
you as an illustrious son of Africa, we take special
pride in recalling that you received the first part of
your advanced education in the Kingd0m of Lesotho,
at what was then the Pius XII College. We pledge our
full support to you and to the other officers.
5. Allow me to seize this opportunity to pay a
special tribute to the President of the thirty-eighth
session of the General Assembly, who served concur
rently as the President of his great country, Panama.
6. As a member of the Commonwealth of Nations,
Lesotho warmly congratulates and welcomes the
State of Brunei Darussalam as the 159th Member of
the United Nations. The admission of Brunei Darus
salam to the United Nations is a reminder to all of us
that this is a universal Organization charged with
responsibility for the maintenance of peace and
security. Indeed, the Secretary-General, whom we
congratulate on his lucid and succinct report, has
stated that "the United Nations is a unique and ideal
forum for discussing and solving international prob
lems and conflicts even between the super-Powers".
7. Let us therefore take this auspicious occasion of
the admission of Brunei Darussalam to the United
Nations to rededicate ourselves to the ideals and
objectives of the United Nations as enshrined in its
Charter.
8. As we meet again, the international economic
crisis continues to threaten the survival of small
developing nations. Their efforts to restructure their
economies are frustrated by the polarized manipula
tion and refusal of the developed countries to accept
the new international economic order.
9. The ~: -'mate in the global negotiations has
further Orb~hllZed the North-South relationship into a
curious rectangular arrangement of first, second,
third and fourth worlds. In this scenario, develop
ment strategies conceived in the last decade have
degenerated into a thirst for regional domination
characterized by coercion and blackmail. Failure to
arrest this trend and revert to a normal dialogue
between nations can only take the world back to the
colonial era.
10. My country, as one of the land-locked and least
developed among the developing countries and one
of the hardest hit by economics and spiralling
inflation, is gravely concerned at the stalemate in the
North-South dialogue, which so far happens to be the
only possible means of restructuring the present
unjust economic order.
11. Of course, resolutions have been adopted by
various United Nations institutions and efforts have
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Adoption of the agenda and organization of work:
reports of the General Committee (continued)*

General debate (continued)

4. Mr. MAKHELE (Lesotho): Mr. President, at the
very outset permit me to extend to yoil and to the
members of the Assembly fraternal greetings and a
message of peace from King Moshoeshoe 11, the
Government and the people of Lesotho. We are
pleased to congratulate you on your well-deserved
unanimous election to the presidency of this session.

"'Resumed from the 3rd meeting.

President: Mr. Paul J. F. LUSAKA
(Zambia).

AGENDA ITEM 9

THIRTY-NINTH SESSION

Official Records

1. The PRESIDENT: In paragraph 1 (a) and (b) of
its third report [A/39/250/Add.2], the General Com
mittee recommends the inclusion in the agenda of an
additional item entitled HUse of outer space exclu
sively for peaceful purposes for the benefit of man
kind" and its allocation to the First Committee. In
paragraph 2 (a) and (b) of the same report, the
General Committee recommends the inclusion of an
additional item entitled "Inadmissibility of the poli
cy of State terrorism and any actions by States aimed
at undermining the socio-political system in other
sovereign StatesH and its allocation to the First
Committee. I take it that the General Assembly
approves those recommendations.

It was so decided (decision 39/402).
2. The PRESIDENT: The Chairman of the First
Committee will be informed of the decisions just
taken.
3. We turn now to paragraph 3 of the General
Committee's report. On the basis of the recommen~

dations of the Committee on Conferences
[A/39/482/Add.2], the General Committee recom
mends that the General Assembly should authorize
the following subsidiary organs to hold meetings
during the thirty-ninth session of the Assembly: the
Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an Internation
al Convention against Apartheid in Sports; the Com
mittee of Trustees of the United Nations Trust Fund
for South Africa. May I consider that the General
Assembly approves that recommendation of the
General Committee?

It was so decided (decision 39/403).

AGENDA ITEM 8

United NatioR1

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
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been made in an attempt to improve the economic sphere of heightened fear of nuclear confrontation
conditions of the least developed countries. These and violence.
en~eavours !TIay not have g~n~r~ted subs~antive 16. There has been violence in many parts of the
gams, ~ut !hls fact n~ed not dlmmlsh our WIll and world. The situation in Cyprus remains unresolved
determmatl0r:t to achIeve ,our set ~oals of deve~op- although the issue has been on the agenda of the
me~t. The faIlure of the sIxth sessIon of the Umted General Assembly for many years. Indeed, recent
NatIons Confer~nce on Trade and D~velopment, developments have exacerbated the problems in that
held at ~elgrade I~ 1983, se~ved as a remmder to the friendly Commonwealth country. The Government
developmg countnes of t.he Import~nce of mutua~ ,?o- of Lesotho continues to support territorial integrity
op~ratIOn..The developmg countnes s~ould. utIlIze and independence for Cyprus. We are encouraged by
theIr expenence furth~r to promote theIr umty and and commend the Secrr tary-General's efforts to that
move towards self-relIance. end.
12. Alt~ough m.ultil~teral co-operati~n has ma~e 17. The situation in Central and Latin America
substantIal co~tnbutIOns to economIc and s~clal continues to be characterized by interference in the
deve~opment smce the last world war, there I~ a internal affairs of smaller States. Hence our firm
growm,g awareness of the need, al?lon~ devel~plng support for the Contadora initiatives and the opening
countnes for refofI~ of the eXlst,mg mternatIOnal of dialogue between the United States and Nicara-
rt:l0netary and financIal systems. .It IS almost 40 years gua. We hope that the peoples of Central and Latin
smce the ~retton Woods blueprmt was a~reed upon America will soon be left alone to live in peace, free
as ,the basIc framework for glob~l economIc relatIOl~- of external pressures and intimidation.
shIps. Today, near chaos and dIsorder have madeIt, . .
urgently necessary to re-examine the system and the 18. A senous threat to world peace persIsts m the
whole machinery. Middle East. The Palestin~ issue is at the. heart of
13. Even though there are diverse views on reform, t~at probl~m. We are convm~ed that SecuntY,Coun-
we believe that close dialogue would culminate in cd resolut~on 242 (196?), whIch .endorses,the ngh~ of
some practical reforms. In Toronto, the Commonu all countnes of t~e regIon ,to eXIst, constItutes a Just
wealth Finance Ministers made commendable rec- and comprehensIve s~lutI,on. We contend further
ommendations, which have my delegation's full that an ~onquered te~ntofles must be ~e~urned and
support. That the Development Committee of the that t~e Inah~na~le nghts of the Pa.lest~man people,
World Bank is considering those recommendations is especIally theIr nght to self-determInatIOn, must be
encouraging. The international community should respected.
work towards the day when the world's financial and 19. The Iraqi-Iranian war is another outstanding
trading systems will be free of major banking crises, international conflict in which many lives have
disequilibrium in external payments, stagnant already been lost. What is even more painful about
growth, increasing trade barriers, volatile exchange that war is that it involves two fraternal non-aligned
rates and reduced investments due to high inflation States. Lesotho calls for a negotiated settlement to
and interest rates. No blame is being placed on any end that fratricidal war and commends the Secretary-
single country or group of countries for the prevailing General and others for their efforts in trying to bring
uncertainties, but there is no doubt that the major about peace in the area.
ind.us,t~ialized countries have a special responsibility 20. On the Korean question, the Lesotho Govern-
to ImtIate reforms. . ment has always supported the Korean people's
14. T~e Secr~tary-General ~as called the a~tent~on desi~e to reunify their country peacefully, without
of the H:tternatIOn'!-l cO~I?u;mty t~ the de~enoratI~g foreIgn interference. Talk~ have been held betw~en
economIC and SOCIal CriSIS m Afnca, partIcularly m the parties concerned wIth the aim of achievmg
the drought-stricken countries. This call could not genuine reunification. My delegation urges that those
have come at a more opportune moment, because we, talks continue.
in Lesotho, have experienced unpreced,ent~d dro~ght 21. There are many other areas of world tension,
for the l?~st three to four y~ars, resultmg m famme, but representatives will bear with me if I single out
~al~utntIOn and death. ~hIle ~e express our appre- southern Africa, since it is the m0st vexing problem
clat~~n to those countrIes whIch hav~ res'pon~ed and could engulf us in an inferno of immeasurable
posItIvely t~ the call, WP, must state that the sItuatIOn proportions. The Government of Lesotho has consis-
IS r:tot gettmg better. Meagre resources have b~en tently expressed its position on the Namibian ques-
redIrected towards emcrgency programmes, leavmg tion
very little for normal development activities. We . " . " '
therefore take this opportunity to 'A'elcome the 22. The Ulllte.d Nat~ons plan for NamIb~a s md~-
initiative of the FAO and the World Bank group in pendence remams ummplemented. The dIplomatIc
bringing to the fore the crisis situation in sub-Sahar- efforts launched by the fiv~ ~estern Pow~rs to
an Africa, of which Lesotho is an integral part. It is to persu,a~eSouth AfrIca to end Its Illegal occupat~on of
be hoped that the international community will NamIbIa have not shown any progress. Many Issues
respond positively and generously to requests for that ,had already been resolv~d are beiryg reopene.d
assistance in order to alleviate the plight of the ~nq Irrelevant matter~ ~re bemg drawn ,m. There IS
peoples of the region. mSIstence that NamIbIa ~annot be mdependent
15. Today, the global political climate is more unless Cuban troops are wIthdrawn from Angola,
volatile than ever before. The deepening confronta·, 23, We have maintained that Cuban troops are in
tion in East-West relations and the growing tendency Angob at the invitation of the Angolan Govern-
to resort to force is of the greatest concern to Lesotho ment-a bilateral arrangement between sovereign
and its peace-loving people. In the past year there has States. The illegal occupation of Namibia is a sepa-
been no progress in arms control negotiations. It is rate, colonial issue which should be treatcJ as such
our earnest hope that the recent contacts signal a new and not ccnfused with other extraneous matters,
era whose atmosphere will replace the current atmo- South Africa ought to set a date for the implementa-
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tion of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) and a
date for Namibia's independence.

24. The General Assembly, in its resolutions 38/11
and 39/2, unequivocally rejected the so-called consti
tutional reforms. Since independence, Lesotho has
upheld a policy of the resolution of problems be
tween nations through dialogue. Even today the
Government of Lesotho is still committed to that
policy. We are, however, apprehensive that as long as
apartheid exists our relations with our neighbour will
always present problems, much as both sides would
like them to be as reasonable as possible. The
Government of Lesotho therefore feels strongly that
the question of apartheid must be addressed as
seriously as possible if there is to be genuine peace in
that part of the world. The world should not be
deceived into thinking that the push for political
change in South Africa is mainly externally motiva
ted. Recent events in that country are compelling
examples of the impatiepce of the majority of the
black masses. What we all have to bear in mind is
that a people determined to liberate itself will not be
halted by anything or anybody.

25. The consequent reprisals by the South African
authorities have, as usual, resulted in an influx of
South African refugees into my country. In spite of
serious pressures from our powerful neighbour, we
find ourselves unable to deny sanctuary to those who
are denied civil and political rights. This is, first,
because, as King Moshoeshoe 11 stated in the Securi
ty Council on 14 December 1982, I we are ourselves a
nation of refugees. That is why we do not place
refugees in camps; instead, we integrate them into
our society. Secondly, it is because we are obliged to
honour international conventions on refugees to
which we are parties.

26. Lesotho will continue to receive those who run
to it for sanctuary. But we shall also insist, as in the
past, that our country should not be used as a
springboard for attacks against other countries. The
Government of Lesotho has made a declaration to
that effect, which has been reproduced in Security
Council document S/16746,2 It is because we are
committed to a policy of good-neighbourliness and
peaceful coexistence that we have continued to
impress upon our neighbour that it would greatly
facilitate matters for us if the South African Govern
ment were to engage in a serious and meaningful
dialogue with the black people of that country, the
legitimacy of whose struggle for a place in the sun is
accepted by the Assembly.

27. The struggle of the people of South Africa
affects us in Lesotho directly, for, as my Prime
Minister has stated, when these people flee to our
country we are used as scapegoats and are falsely
accused of giving military bases to the African
National Congress of South Africa [ANC].

28. Sometimes those accusations against us become
so acrimonious that our very independence and
sovereignty are threatened, as was the case recently
when South Africa interfered with goods destined for
Lesotho from other countries and at the same time
restricted the movement of people across our com
mon borders. Another very disturbing dimension in
this respect concerns the armed bandits who cross
our borders from South Africa into our country to
commit acts of murder and sabotage. To contain this
situation we have had to divert funds which could

otherwise have been used for development to
strengthen our internal security.
29. In this volatile situation, in which the positions
of the white rulers of South Africa and the black
majority of that country seem to be drifting further
apart, as a result of which we, in Lesotho, are not able
to concentrate on development, my Prime Minister,
Mr. Jonathan, has offered himself as a catalyst
between the two ;;ides, with Lesotho as a venue for
discussions towards resolving the conflict between
them. We have no desire to interfere in the internal
affairs of another country, but we are affected
because of our geographical position.
30. We, in Lesotho, do not subscribe to the view
that peaceful coexistence among neighbouring coun
tries in southern Africa can be attained through the
signing of so-called non-aggression pacts. It is our
firm and sincere belief that the problem of southern
Africa, at the centre of which is the apartheid system,
can be resolved by the dismantling of apartheid in
South Africa. As a matter of fact, we have stated that
we have no problem coexisting peacefully with South
Africa and, indeed, the current dialogue, if carried
out in good faith, holds good prospects for normali
zation of relations. But we also think that the
continuing influx of refugees into our country, which
we cannot stop, will continu" to threaten these
relations which are showing signs of improvement.
31. We should like to express a very special word of
gratitude and appreciation to the friendly countries
and international organizations which gave us eco
nomic support and political solidarity in our socio
economic development efforts.
32. Our ability to withstand the enormous political
pressures which undermine our sovereignty and
territorial integrity is firmly based on our historical
background. We are happy that the international
community is behind us.
33. Mr. NGUYEN CO THACH (Viet Nam) (inter
pretation from French): I should like first of all to
congratulate you, Sir, on your election to the high
office of President of the thirty-ninth session of the
General Assembly. I hope that with your talents and
extensive experience your leadership of this session
will result in many fine accomplishments.
34. I also warmly congratulate Mr. Jorge Illueca,
President of the Republic of Panama, for the dili~ent
and excellent contributions he made to the thlrty
eighth session of the General Assembly.
35. My heartfelt congratulations also go to the
Secretary-General of this imoortant international
Organization, who has worked tirelessly to promote
greater understanding among peoples. His dynamic
contributions deserve our profound appreciation.
36. I extend a warm welcome to Brunei Darussalam
on its admission to the United Nations as its 159th
Member.
37. We are all greatly concerned about the present
frenzied arms race and the danger of a nuclear war
which, scientists unanimously agree, would com
pletely destroy life on this planet. Who then is
responsible for this situation? Some put the blame on
the Soviet Union; others, on the United States; and
still others point an accusing finger at both. What, in
fact, is the truth?
38. It is well known that immediately after the
Second World War, while still maintaining a nuclear
monopoly the United States had already proclaimed
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loudly the so-called danger of aggression from com- Union and the United States, and improved East-
munism and the Soviet Union as a pretext for West relations and detente in Europe. But, since the
accelerating the arms race. Then, in 1957, when the late 1970s, the United States has considered detente
Soviet Union successfully launched the first satellite and improved East-West relations as not conducive
into outer space, the United States kicked up a row to its ambition for world hegemony. That is why it
about the so-called missile gap so as further to speed concocted the so-called Soviet military threat, thus
up the arms race. And, ever since 1978, the United provoking international tension, undermining East-
States has continued to raise a hue and cry about so- West relations, accelerating the arms race, and
called Soviet superiority in nuclear weapons in order pushing mankind to the brink of a world nuclear
to extend the arms race to an extreIllely dangerous disaster, with the intention of intimidating and
level. subjugating the peoples of the world and, through the
39. In fact, ever since it came into existence" more arms race, exhausting the Soviet Union economical-
than 200 years ago, the United States has never been ly.
invaded by anyone. On the contrary, it has acted as 42. The realities of the last four decades raise the
an international policeman, engaging in intervention following question for people of conscience: if the
and aggression everywhere, culminating in its war of United States had continued to maintain its monopo-
aggression against Viet Nam. Since it was founded, ly of nuclear weapons, what would be the fate of
more than 60 years ago, the Soviet Union has twice other nations today? It will be recalled that the
been the victim of imperialist intervention and United States used the atomic bomb while it had a
aggression. During the Second World War, it suffered nuclear monopoly, and that it has still refused to
the worst destruction at the hands of German cLmmit itself not to be the first to use nuclear
nazism. Soviet troops have never invaded the United weapons. It is obvious that the Soviet Union's
States, but, in the early days of Soviet power, the attainment of parity with the United States in
United States sent its troops to intervene in the strategic forces constitutes the firmest guarantee of
Soviet Union, and since then it has posed a constant world peace and the independence of all nations,
!hreat, to the Soviet Union's security and territ~rial 43. Like all peace-loving peoples, the Vietnamese
mtegnty. Over the pa~t four ,d.ecades, !he UnIted people favour the elimination of all types of weapons,
States. has forged va~l(;)Us mIlItary allIances and which alone can ensure a peaceful life for all people.
esta.bltshed overseas mIlItary ~ases 11,l an attempt ,to That is why we support the efforts of the Soviet
enc!rcle an~ threaten the SovIet UnIon. The ~o.v~et Union and other forces for peace to maintain the
l!mon, for Its 'pa~t, has undertaken. no suc~ actIvItIes present strategic balance between East and West, as
alm~d at enCIrclIng and threatenmg UnIted States well as the initiatives aimed at the gradual slowing
terntory. down of the arms race and at eventual disarmament.
40. Since the beginning of the Second World War, . . .
the United States, with its absolute military and 44. An.oth~r b~rnmg Issue that m1;1st be solv~d IS the
economic superiority, has never concealed its ambi- ec~nomlc sItuat.lon.of the. developm~ count~les. The
tion to impose on the world a United States order-a sen~us eco~omlc dlffic~ltles that .Aslan, ~fncan and
"pax americana"-and to make this century the Latm Amencan countnes are facmg are ou~, first ~f
United States century. To this end, the United States all, .to the c~nseq~e~ce~of prolonged c~lol.l1al doml-
has used two familiar instruments: the carrot and the n~tIOn a~d ImpenalIsm s onerous explOItatIOn. These
stick aimed at ensuring lasting military and economic dIfficultIes have been aggravated by .the ~~ms race
superiority so as to threaten and subjugate other and

t
the heavy bu~den of !he_ec~n~mIc cnsl.s of the

countries and compel the Soviet Union to engage in pas. 10 years, whIch the Impenaltst c<?untn~s have
an arms race which would result in its economic pla~ed on t~e backs of the peoples of ASIa, Afnca and
collapse. That is why, even in the 1950s when the Latm A~enca. Th,e gap betwe~n the Western and t~e
United States enjoyed absolute military and econom- devel.o~mf count~les grows WIder every ~ay. That IS
ic superiority over all the other Powers combined, it ~hy It I~ kmperatlve t~ struggle to establIsh the ~ew
still accelerated the arms race and adopted a policy of mternatIOnal econ0!TIlc .orde.r and gradually to I.m-
massive retaliation and brinksmanship. Even though prove. the economIc sItuatIon of the developmg
the United States has to this day remained the countnes, as called for at the Seventh Confere~ce of
number one Power in terms of strategic forces, ever Heads. of State or Govern~ent of Non-Ahgned
since the early 1960s it has continued to clamour CountrIes, held at New DelhI from. 7 to 12 ¥arch
against the so-called missile gap. 1983; The ~truggle of the developmg count.nes to

. acqUIre an mdependent economy and establtsh the
41. The past 40 years have wItnessed a struggle that new international ec.:onomic order is long and ardu-
changed the ~ilitary and economic balance of forces ous.
between the bIg Powers of the world. In order to deal , ,
with the United States threat, the Soviet Union has 4? The global negotIatIOns and the North-South
endeavoured to narrow the economic g?p between dialogue of the last ~ew years show that we can~ot
itself and the United States and, at the same time, to co~nt,on the goodwtll of som~ Western countnes,
catch up wi~h the United States in terms of strategic Thl.s. IS J?atural, for, after bemg. forced ,to grant
weapons. Because it was bogged down in and weak- poh.tlcal m~ependence .to the A~lan, Afncan and
ened by the Viet Nam war, since the early 1970s the Latm A.mencan countne,s, t~ey m,tend to use the
United States has not enjoyed the same military and econof!llc weapon to ma!ntam. their hold ~n those
economic strength it had in the 1950s. But there is countnes ,and, keep them m theIr sphere vf mfluence
still no country stronger than the United States in and dommatlOn.
military and economic terms. From the early 1970s 46. In Viet Nam, having failed to subjugate our
to date, the world has witnessed the emergence of a people by force of arms, the forces of imperialism
rough balance in strategic weapons between the and international reaction have tried by hook or by
United States and the Soviet Union, This rough crook to destabilize Viet Nam through an economic
balance led to a period of detente between the Soviet blockade and have carried out acts of sahotagc in
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order to bleed Viet Nam white. They want to destroy Nam; they must now unite with the peoples of
Viet Nam economically so that they can teach the Central America, the Middle East and other parts of
Asian, African and Latin American countries the the world to stop the United States policy of inter-
lesson that the peoples of the world may win a war of vention and aggression.
!1ationalliberation but will be beaten on the econom- 52. The Vietnamese people has consistently sided
le front. with the fraternal peoples of Cuba and Nicaragua in
47. Despite this, we have, step by step, achieved their just struggle against United States intervention,
some success. In spite of numerous difficulties, Viet aggression and threats of aggression. We strongly
Nam's economy has not collapsed, as some had condemn the United States invasion of Grenada. We

. hoped. It has survived the most difficult years and is fully support the peoples of El Salvador, Puerto Rico
now gradually and steadily improving. We have some and other Latin American countries in their strug!Jle
balance-of-payments problems, but our external debt for peace, independence, sovereignty and territonal
is small and almost negligible. We must do all we can integrity.
oursel~es and also ~ely on the assi~t.lnce and ~o- 53. We whole-heartedly support the struggle of the
operatIon of the ~octahst and non-alIgned countnes Arab peoples, especially that of the Palestinian
and other countnes. people, under the leadership of the Palestine Libera-
48. The friendly co-operation between Viet Nam tion Organization [PLO], its authentic and legitimate
and India in the last few years has brought some representative, against the Israeli aggressors and for
positive results. In particular, the visit by the General the establishment of its own State on Palestinian soil.
Secretary of the Party to India has opened up new We express our complete support for the important
possibilities for co-operation between the two coun- initiative of the Soviet Union to convene an interna-
tries in many fields. India is a great country, with rich tional peace conference on the Middle East. We fully
experience in building an independent economy and support the Saharan Arab Democratic Republic in its
a national culture and raising its people's standard of struggie to exercise its ri~ht to self-determination. We
living. The friendly co-operation between Viet Nam resolutely support the LIbyan Arab Jamahiriya in its
and India, based on a spirit of equality and mutual struggle against any threat of aggression by the
interest, is a good example of economic co-operation United States.
between two non-alig~ed countries as well as of 54. We resolutely demand that South Africa imme-
South-South co-operatIOn. diately restore independence to Namibia. We express
49. Since the Second World War, the United States our full solidarity with the strugg.'es of the Namibian
has assumed the role of international policeman, and people, under the leadership of the South West Africa
in playing that role it has intervened and committed People's Organization [SWAPO], of the South Afri-
acts of aggression throughout the world. In so doing, can people, under the leadership of the ANC and of
the United States has always used the anti-commu- the other peoples of southern Africa for national
nist, anti-Soviet argument, slandering the victims of independence and social progress. We attach the
its aggression as agents of communism and the Soviet greatest importance to strengthening solidarity and
Union, and declaring one part of the world after mutual assistance among the African countries.
another to be a sphere of interest vital to its security. 55. We unreservedly support the struggle of the
50. What i~ the truth? The 100 or so acts of Afghan people to defend and consolidate the fruits of
intervention and aggression by the United States in their April revolution. We support the position of the
the last four decades have been directed against Democratic People's Repubhc of Korea regarding
independent countries in Asia, Africa and Latin tripartite talks on the withdrawal of United States
America. As a pretext for its aggression against Viet troops from South Korea and the peaceful reurlifica-
Nam, the United States slandered Viet Nam as the tion of that country. We support the stru~le of the
agent of the Soviet Unioll, China and international Cypriot people to defend their sovereIgnty and
communism and declared South-East Asia to be an territorial integrity. We support the right of the
area vital to its national interest. But the whole world peoples of East Timor and of Micronesia to self-
knows that the struggle of the Vietnamese people was determination.
a struggle for !1ational ind.ep~ndence against Uni~ed 56. Although Europe was the batHeground of two
States ag.gresslon. N0'Y sImIlar slanders are be109 world wars and is currently the site of the world'~
use~ agamst Cuba, N I~aragua! G~enada,. Lebanon, most formidable arsenal, for the past 40 years it has
~yna anc:t other countn~s t~ JustIfy UOlted. States been the only region nOt to experience a local war. In
m~erventlOn and aggressIOn m Central Amenca, the sharp contrast, Asia and the Pacific are the only
Middle East and other parts of the world. places in the world where, during the same period,
51. The present anti-communist and anti-Soviet three massive and lengthy local wars have taken
policies of the United States cannot fail to remind us place: the Korean War and the two Indo-Chinese
of the Monroe Doctrine advocated by United States wars. That does not take into account the wars
expansionist elements in the nineteenth century. The unleashed by China against many of its neighbours.
difference is that the United States previously ap- After having established in Europe the biggest mili-
plied the Monroe Doctrine only to Latin America, tary alliance ever-the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
while it is now imposing it on the entire world, under zation [NATO]-the United States went on to set up
the anti-communist banner, regarding the entire an enormous number of military alliances in the
world as a zone of interest vital to the security of the Asian and Pacific region, including the Central
United States. Just as the Latin American peoples Treaty Organization, the South-East Asia Treaty
frustrated the Monroe Doctrine by their united Organization and the Australia-New Zealand-United
struggle, today the peoples of the world will certainly States, United States-Japan, United States-Taiwan
defeat neo-Monroeism. The peoples of the world and United States-South Korea alliances. However,
united with the Vietnamese people to defeat the the manoeuvres of the forces of imperialism and
United States in its war of aggression against Viet reaction have met with one set-back after another,
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and Asia is the continent which has experienced the reactionary forces from outside have coUaborated in
most fundamental upheavals in the world in the making use of the countries of the Association of
course of the past four decades. South-East Asian Nations [ASEAN]-except for In-
57. Despite repeated failure, the forces of imperia!~ donesia-and their territories to oppose the peoples
ism and reaction have still not abandoned their of Viet Nam, Laos and Kampuchea. These forces
aggressive hegemonistic designs concerning the peo- have tried to divide those countries, using the false
pIes of Asia. The United States is at present working concept of the so-called Indo-Chinese Federation
towards the creation of a military alliance with Japan which was abandoned by the three countries follow~
and South Korea. Japan is on its way to be~oming the ing the dissolution by France in 1950 of French Indo-
unsinkable aircraft carrier of the United States in China.
Asia. Today the peoples of Asia and the Pacific are 63. Fourthly, the aspiration of the three Indo-Chi-
gravely concerned at the increasing collusion between nese peoples to independence has crystallized into an
the United States and China and between China and invincible force. For the past 40 years, neither the
Japan, which is directed against the peace and successive long and brutal wars nor the sustained
independence of the nations of the region. Washing- economic blockades and attempts at political isola-
ton has never concealed its intention of forming a tion have been able to subjugate the three countries.
NATO-type military bloc in Asia. The aggressors have finally had to agree to partici-
58. This situation demands that the peoples of Asia pate in international conferences ending the war and
increase their vigilance and unite in the struggle for recognizing the independence and sovereignty of the
lasting peace on that continent. We welcome all three countries. Ours has been the only region of the
efforts to that end. In this context, we greatly world regarding which three international confer-
appreciate the initiative of the Mongolian People's ences have been held with the participation of the
Republic regarding signature of a treaty of mutual five permanent members of the Security Council.
non-aggression and non-use of force in relations They resulted in the only international agreements
between the countries of Asia and the Pacific. recognizing the national rights of the countries of
59. The fierce struggles and profound changes in Indo-China.
Asia find their fullest expression in the three coun- 64. Fifthly, the struggle in South-East Asia over the
tries of Indo-China. The so-called question of Kam- past four decades has resulted in the forma.tion of
puchea is nothing but a continuation of the evolution two groups of countries, with differing political and
of the situation in Indo-China over the last 40 years. social systems: the ASEAN countries and the coun-
In order to find a just solution to this so-called tries of Indo-China. In pursuance of their policy of
problem, the true nature of the situation in Indo- "divide and rule", the imperialist and reactionary
China and Asia must be considered. That situation countries have pitted the ASEAN States against the
may be summed up as follows. States of Indo-China. Peace and stability in South-
60. First of all, Viet Nam, Laos and Kampuchea are East Asia require both the peaceful coexistence of
the only countries in the world to have been ravaged these two groups of countries and the end of all
by 40 years of uninterrupted war and to have been outside intervention in the region.
the target of a quantity of bombs and explosives five 65. Sixthly, during the past 40 years the majority of
times greater than that used during the Second World Members of the United Nations have remained silent
War. in the face of the prolonged ap~ most brutal wars of
61. Secondly, the three countries of Indo-China aggression waged against th~ 'tries of Indo-Chi-
have been the main victims of aggression at the na. And today, again, the maj are siding with the
hands of the United States, China, Great Britain and expansionist forces by recognizing the Pol Pot clique,
France-all four of them permanent members of the which is guilty of the genocide of 3 million Kampu-
Security Council, a body with the primary responsi- cheans and is now trying to impede the rebirth of the
bility for the maintenance of world peace and the Kampuchean people. That is precisely why the
preservation of the sovereignty and independence of settlement of the Indo-Chinese wars-the longest
peoples. To ensure the success of their aggression and bloodiest in the world-has taken place outside
against the three countries of Indo-China, the imperi- the United Nations framework.
alist and reactionary forces have used the ploy of the 66. If the so-called problem of Kampuchea has
thief who cries "Stop thief', accusing the three Indo- dragged on for six years without being resolved it is
Chinese countries of being tools of communist because of an unwillingness to address the crux of the
expansion and a threat to neighbouring States. pr~blem: the stru~e ~f the three peoples of Indo-
62. Thirdly, the countries of Indo-China are the Chl.na to defend theIr mdependence and sovereignty
victims of a common enemy: imperialism and reac- ag~llnst the hegemonism and expansionism of their
tion. The aggressors have invaded the territories of neIghbour to the north. Some have deliberately
these three countries simultaneously, with the aim of supported the aggressors against their victims. Simi-
imposing their domination on all of them. Therefore, larly, there has been suppol1 for the Pol Pot clique.
solidarity in the fight against the common enemy is a which massacred 3 million Kampucheans, launched
necessity for the countries of Indo-China. Their wars of aggression against neighbouring countries,
armed forces have always fought side by side for the and is now trying to impede the rebirth of the
independence of each and all of them. They have Kampuchean people.
never gone beyond the borders of Indo-China, and 67. During the past six years, the People's Republic
the solidarity among the three countries has never of Kampuchea has become an undeniable reality.
threatened the interests of neighbouring States. Com- From the mass graves of the Pol Pot regime, the
mon solidarity is of vital importance for the three Kampuchean people have returned to life and re-
countries of Indo-China, as it is for the Arab gained their national unity and harmony. They have
countries. the African countries, the front-line States exercised, and are exercising, their right to sclf..
in southern Africa. and so forth. Imperialist and determination, which, for them. is first and forcmost
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the right to live free from the Pol Pot criminals. But, destruction, the Vietnamese people long for a life of
under the pretext of defending the Kampuchean peace more ardently than any other people. We wish
people's right to self-determination, the imperialists to entertain friendly relations with all countries and
and the reactionaries are trying to bring the Pol Pot especially with neighbouring State3. We are ready to
clique back to power. let bygones be bygones and to look to the future in
68. Vietnamese volunteer forces have on three our relations with those countries which have caused
occasions gone to Kampuchea to fight alongside the and are still causing so much suffering to our peoples.
Kampuchean people against their common enemy. 74. A stable situation in South-East Asia depends
Twice they have withdrawn from Kampuchea: the first and foremost on the relations between the two
first time was in 1954, at the end of the French main groups of countries, those of ASEAN and those
colonialists' war, and the second time was in 1975, at of Indo-China. There is no alternative to these groups
the end of the United States war. They will withdraw settling their differences through negotiations on the
for the third time when China has ended its threat. basis of equality and mutual respect, free from
69. The People's Republic of Kampuchea and the outside interference. The peop~es of Viet Nam, Laos
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam categorically reject and Kampuchea always respect the independence,
the demand for a unilateral withdrawal of Vietnam- sovereignty and territorial integrity of Thailand and
ese volunteers, a demand designed to bring Pol Pot- wish to develop neighbourly relations with its people.
either openly or in disguise-back to Kampuchea. However, it should be pointed out that the main
The Kampuchean people's recovery has made possj- obstacles are the hostile policies pursued by the Thai
ble a gradual withdrawal of Vietnamese volunteers authorities in collusion with the foreign reacti-ona-
from Kampuchea each year, starting in 1982. This ries, using the Pol Pot clique to oppose the rebirth of
has frustrated the design of those who would like the Kampuchean people, supporting acts of subver-
either to demand the immediate and complete with- sion against the Lao People's Democratic Republic,
drawal of Vietnamese volunteers, opening the way continuing their occupation of the three Lao villages
for the Pol Pot clique to return to power in Kampu- as well as their hostile policies towards Viet Nam. We
chea, or to keep these forces bogged down in hope that the Thai authorities will soon realize this,
Kampuchea unable to withdraw. for the sake of their national interest and for the sake
70. All the military, economic, political and diplo- of peace, stability and peaceful coexistence in South-
matic measures that China and the countries of East Asia. We demand that the Thai authorities put
ASEAN have taken against the three Indo-Chinese an end to their interference in the internal affairs of
peoples during the last six years have failed. All Kampuchea. Thailand must immediately withdraw
attempts to impose a unilateral solution on Kampu- its troops from the three Lao villages it has illegally
chea have come to naught. Now there is only one occupied since 6 June 1984, return the villagers it
alternative: to engage in a dialogue, to consider kidnapped, compensate the people for the loss of life
jointly the proposals of both parties and to start and property it inflicted and allow the three villages
negotiations on the basis of equality and mutual to return to their normal way of life.
respect for each other's interests. We are of the view 75. The occupation by Thailand of the three Lao
that if the parties concerned sincerely wish to settle villages-at a time when the differences between
their differences, the opportunity for doing so has
presented itself. Such a development will conform to ASEAN and the Indo-Chinese countries, having
the interests of all parties in South-East Asia and to dragged on for six years, have not yet been settled
the resolutions on South-East Asia adopted by the and mayor may not soon be settled-further points
Seventh Conference of Heads of State or Govern- to the urgent need to reach some agreement on

f N Al ' d C . h Id N D Ih' peaceful coexistence between ASEAN and Indo.
ment 0 on- 19ne ountnes, e at ew e 1 China in order to defuse the explosive tensions whichfrom 7 to 12 March 1983, resolutions which were
accepted by the countries of both ASEAN and Indo- threaten to get out of control.
China, 76, While constantly consolidating and strengthen-
71. We welcome all initiatives by other countries to ing our relations with the Soviet Union and fraternal
facilitate negotiations between the two groups of socialist countries, we always wish to restore tradi-
South-East Asian countries to find a solution that tional friendly relations with the Chinese people. It is
ensures respect for each other's independence and our view that the normalization of Sino-Vietnamese
sovereignty and guarantees peace and security in relations and the restoration of mutual friendship are
South-East Asia. in the interest of both peoples and at the same time
72. Attempts to impose a solution aimed at thwart- constitute a very important factor ~or peace and
ing the rebirth of Kampuchea, which would result in security in South-East Asia.
the return of the genocidal Pol Pot clique and which 77. Even though it will take us a long time to
would threaten Laos and Viet Nam, should be overcome the consequences of the war of aggression
abandoned; (.:Lherwise peace and stability in South- conducted by Johnson and Nixon against our people,
East Asia will continue to be undermined. In this the people of Viet Nam always consider the Ameri-
context, with the growing strength of the People's can people as their friends, the peoples of the two
Republic of Kampuchea, Vietnamese volunteers will countries both being victims of that war. If the
continue their annual withdrawals from Kampuchea. United States Government really wishes to contrib-
Within 5 to 10 years, when most of the Vietnamese ute to peace and security in South-East Asia, its
volunteers will have been withdrawn from Kampu- efforts will be welcomeu. We once again reaffirm our
chea, the People's Republic of Kampuchea will be willingness to settle with the United States all
able to shoulder its own defence, and the question of problems that concern our two countries including
Kampuchea will thus resolve itself. the questions of the Americans reported missing in
73. As a people who have endured centuries of action, the Amerasian children and criminala in re-
foreign domination and half a century of wartime education camps, and so on.



78. The relationship between Viet Nam and the tude for the devotion a~d personal commitment he
Soviet Union and other socialist countries is one of displayed throughout hIs term of office.
e,nduring fratefl?al trus.t th~t has stood the test of 82. I should like also to take this opportunity to
tIme. The ~ovlet Un~on IS th~ only permanent welcome Brunei Darussalam to the great family of
member of t~e Secunty. CouncIl that has shown the United Nations and to wish it every success in the
respect for Vlet Naf!l's Independenc~ and whole- consolidation of its national independence and its
heartedly supported ItS strug.gle for Independen~e. economic and social development.
Thanks to the valuable assIstance of the SovIet , .
Union Viet Nam has been able to overcome the 83. We are partIcularly pleased wIth the Sec!et~ry-
most serious obstacles in defending and building its General's report ~n t~e work of~ the, Orga~l1zatIon
country [A/39/1]. Mr. Javler Perez de Cuellar s realIsm and
'.. far-sightedness, which we had occasion to emphasize

79. The Um~ed States, G~ma, J.apan and the at previous sessions of the General Assembly, have
ASEAN countnes are now raIsmg a dm about the so- been further confirmed in his persistent efforts to
called Soviet military base at Cam. Ranh. I sho~ld improve the functioning of the Organization and to
m~~e it clear t~at, ~t present, there IS no such SovIet strengthen its role in the consolidation of interna-
~llItary base I~ VI~t Nam but our country. has the tional peace and security, development and c!J-opera-
~Ight ,to let SovIet ~ucra.ft and vessels call at ItS, ports tion. We wish to commend his lucid analysIs of the
m Vlet Nam. SovIet aucraft and vessels callIng at world situation, which is a reflection of the main
Vietnamese ports do not pos~ a threat t~ a1,1y country. concerns of the international community, and we
The only real threat to all ASIan countnes IS posed by subscribe to the measures advocated for remedying
China with the largest arI!1ed forces o~ !he world, ~s the various crises affecting international relations.
well as by the colossal Umted States mIlItary bases m . . f bl
the PhilIppines, in Thailand and in Okinawa and 84. In ~Iew of th~ complexlt~0 the pro ems ,now
particularly by Japan's position as the United States' c~mff(:m~m~ mankmd and theu constant detenora-
"unsinkable aircraft carrier". This fact can be under- tIon, It IS In~eed ~ !J1atter of ~eg!et to have to no~e
scored by the use of these terri,tories a!1d bas~s i~ the that a ~ertam splnt of pessImIsm and av,,~erta!n
United States war of aggressIon agamst Vlet Nam conformlsm appear to be mo!e and more pre ,~Ient m
and the other Indo-Chinese countries. The outcry by our work. ThIS state of affaus may be explamed by
China the United States and the ASEAN countries the structural na~u.re of ~ur problem~ and also by ~he
about the purported Soviet military base in Viet Nam lack .of real polItIcal WIll to seek Just and lastmg
is simply aimed at obscuring the grave threat posed solutIons.
by China's gigantic military machine and by the 85, A more and more noticeable trend towards
colossal United States military bases in Asia. If these crystallization of our discussions around the same
countries are really worried about Soviet aircraft and questions indicates the urgent need for us to meditate
vessels in Viet Nam, why then do they reject the on our own individual and collective conduct and to
resolution adopted in 1983 by the Seventh Confer- give our joint actions the necessary dynamism and
ence of Heads of State or Government of Non- motivation. Above all, it is important to eliminate
Aligned Countries calling for the withdrawal of all the spirit of confrontation, selfishness and intransi-
foreign troops from the South-East Asian region? gence and the various kinds of pressure, which tend
Why then do they refuse to accept the concept of a to undermine the proper functioning and the very
zone of peace and neutrality in Asia, propos~d since raison d'etre of the United Nations.
1971 by the ~SEAN cou1l:tnes themselves? 'Yle~ Nam 86. The numerous failures and disappointments we
favours the Idea of turnIn& South-East ASIa !nto a have noted in the efforts of the Organization to build
zone of peace and neutralI,ty, as called for In the a world of peace justice and progress are nothing
Seventh Conferenc~ resolutIon and as proposed by more or less than 'a corollary to our own inconsisten-
the ASEAN countnes. cies and weaknesses. That being so, it is clear that the
80. Mr. SEMEDO (Guinea-Bissau) (interpretation problems besetting mankind as a whole can be
from French):* Mr. President, first of all, my dele~a- resolved only through a global approach and through
tion is very pleased to see an eminent son, of A~nca effective parti~ipation in !hat pr~cess by a!1 State~.
presiding over the G~neral Assembly at .Its thlrty- To try to aVOId that realIty or ~Imply to I~no~e It
ninth session. In electIng you to the presIdency for would be tantamount to denymg the prInCIples
this session, the international community wished, contained in the Charter and to condemning the
above all, to pay a tribute to your country, Zambia, United Nations to repeated failures.
w!th w~ich Guinea-B~ssau ma~nt~ins relations ~f 87. That helps to explain the various attempts
fne!1dshlp and brotherlIness, fo~ ItS ,Important cOIJtn- which have been made by the developing countries in
butl<?n to the process o~ de~olomzatI0I?- of the Afncan general, and particularly by the Movement of Non-
contInent and t~e realIzatIon of the Ideals of p~ace Aligned Countries, to encourage a constructive dia-
and freedom whIch are so dear t~ the OrgamzatI~n. logue with the wealthy countries on matters of
The qe1l:eral Assembly also, ~Ished, to ,sh,ow .Its development. It may be said that, despite the persis-
apprecIatIon for the lofty qualItIes, whIch dl~tI,n~Ulsh tent obstruction of certain countries, these efforts
you',to salute your 9ynamlc,and tlreles~ actlvltIes,as have nevertheless been pursued. The meetings held at
~resldent of the Umted NatIons COl;lncIl for Naml?- Quito, Cartagena and Mar del Plata a,nd the, recent
la, and to greet yo,u ~s a humam~t a,nd staunch meeting held at San Jose, Costa RIca, WIth the
defender of the p,nnclples, and objectIves of the participation of som.....tin American States, the
Charter of the Umted NatIons. members of the EUlvp~an Economic Community,
81. I should like also to express to your illustrious and Portugal and Spain, bear out that resolve.
predecessor, Mr, Jorge Illueca, my country's grati- 88. The economic indicators, in both the develop-

.Mr, Semedo spoke in Portuguese, The French version of his ing and the developed countries, clearly demonstrate
statement was supplied by the delegation. the pressing need for relaunching global negotiations.
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89. When we speak of NorthwSouth dialogue we do viewed theoretically, is also a constant preoccupation
not understand it to mean a sort of accommodation of mankind.
~esigned to satisfy the wishes of a particular group of 97. General and complete disarmament, which is
countries-in this case, the least developed countries. often erroneously presented as a matter within the
Rather, it is a common enterprise undertaken by the exclusive purview of the major military P,t;wers, is
international community under the auspices of the one of the essentip.l prerequisites for strengthening
United Nations, on the basis of a unanimous desire world security and creating a climate that would
to put an end to the present intolerable international favour the advent of genuine global peace.
economic situation. This action should be geared to
the creation of conditions that would make possible 98. The rechannelling of the tremendous resources
the achievement of balanced and equitable develop- now being used for military purposes so that they
ment which would be in keeping with the dialectic of may be used to further the economjc and social
positive interdependence among nations. In this progress of the developing countries in particular
connection, it is important that due account be taken would in this connection be a hea11ening sign of
of the constructive proposals made by the nonw humanity's choice to realize its profound aspirations

. d h G f 7"1 to peace, progress and happiness through a clearw
aligned countrIes an t e roup 0 , (. sighted, consistent and beneficial action. This is,
90. The distortions of the present economic and essentially, an indispensable step towards the estabw
financial situation, in addition to the natural catasw lishment of the new international economic order, to
trophes besetting the populations of developing counw which we all aspire.
tries, all require immediate and appropriate action.
The burden of external debt, compounded by high 99. The current international situation makes it
interest rates the drop in production and exports, the necessary for us once again to express our extreme
constant detetioration of the terms of trade, the food disquiet at the recrudescence of violence, instability
crisis and lack of the resources needed to exploit their and insecurity in various parts of the world.
economic potentials have today placed the developw 100. The persistence and constant deterioration of
ing countries in a grievous situation, the persistence areas of tension in the Middle East, southern Africa,
of which jeopardizes their achievements in many of Central America and southern Asia, as well as the
these fields and compromises the attempts to satisfy scant signs of any positive developments in these
the legitimate rights of their peoples to social well- matters,- make us wonder about our capacity to
being, health and education, and at the same time handle the present problems and a fortiori any others
tends to diminish their faith in the future. that might arise in the future.
91. The African countries are suffering particularly 101. Thus, for example, although it is unacceptable
from the consequences of the present world economw and has been the subject of unanimous condemnaw
ic crisis, and from the phenomenon of desertifica- tion, the attitude of South Africa and Israel has still
tion, which affects most of them. Affiicted by not been dealt with effectively by the international
drought, the countries of the SudanowSahelian area, community. The arrogance displayed by those two
including GuineawBissau, have experienced desert States and their total scorn for the principles and
creep, a decrease in their agricultural capabilities and norms of international law, the resolutions and
destruction of their cattle, without at the same time decisions adopted bv various bodies of the United
having the means necessary to enable them to cope Nations and all the lnitiatives that have been taken
with such situations. internationally can only be expLined by the considw
92. The impoverishment of Africa and the third erable support provided by their economic and
world in general has thus reached alarming proporw military allies. The continuation of this situation is a
tions, proportions which jeopardize the very possibilw threat to international peace and stability and clearly
ity of survival for millions of human beings tragically indicates the increasingly marked trend in certain
affected by hunger and sickness. States to seek simply to serve their own interests to
93. Nevertheless, nothing can justify acceptance of the detriment of the rights of other peoples.
hunger as a necessary evil of our time. Nor can the 102. Our solidarity must be ever more active vis-a-
absence of adequate measures for the eradication of vis the peoples of South Africa, Namibia and Palesw
this scourge be justified when it is borne in mind that tine, as also those countries that border on those
there are enormous food surpluses elsewhere, in bastions of apartheid and zionism, by way of defend-
other countries, the rational utilization of which ing their natIOnal independence and theIr terrItorial
would make it possible to save millions of human integrity.
lives. 103. The effective support of the international
94. In the light of this gloomy and regrettable state community for the liberation movements in southern
of affairs, I think no one can deny the historic Africa, in particular the ANC and SWAPO, should be
responsibility borne by our northern partners, regard- aimed at providing a clear-cut affirmation of the
less of their sociowpolitical and economic systems, to justice of their strugg~e and the need for full realiza-
be actively involved in efforts to promote collective tion of the inalienable rights of the peoples of
prosperity. Namibia and South Africa to independence, progress
95. In this connection, we hope that the appeal and social justice.
made by the Secretary-General of the United Nations 104. Full implementation of Security Council reso-
and the DirectmwGeneral of the Food and Agricul- lution 435 (1978) remains thj~ most appropriate way
ture Organization of the United Nations will help of ensuring NamIbia's swift al.·q peaceful accession to
produce a heightened awareness of this tragedy and independence. The attempts to link that country's
encourage the specific emergency measures the situa- independence with the withdrawal of Cuban forces
tion dictates. from Angola are nothing more than a delaying tactic
96. The question of peace, the relationship of which whkh the United Nations and the vast majority of its
to development seems for the time being only to be Members have rejected out of hand.
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made by the international community to liberate
them.
113. In this connection, the situation prevailing in
north-west Africa, where there is still a dangerous
source of tension and conflict, is a matter of particu
lar concern to us. We regret that resolutions on the
question of Western Sahara adopted at the nine
teenth ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads _-
State and Government of the OrganizatIon of Afric~, ",
Unity, held at Addis Ababa from 6 to 12 June 1983,3
and at the thirty-eighth session of the General
Assembly [resolution 38140], which, inter alia, advo
cate direct negotiations between the Kingdom of
Morocco and the Frente POLISARIO,4 have as yet
not been implemented. However, were those resolu
tions implemented, that would undoubtedly be a
factor of prime importance, not only in ushering in
peace in the region, but also in laying the groundwork
for strengthening the unity of the peoples involved
and of the Organization of African Unity [OAU], and
the advent of a greater Maghreb.
ll4. We would like to reiterate our continued
support of the Saharan Arab Democratic Republic
and the Frente POLISARIO in their just struggle for
the independence of Western Sahara.
115. The situation in Chad is also a matter of
concern to us. Here, we remain convinced that the
solution to the problem of Chad should be an
internal one, free from any external interference.
That is why we hope that the recent developments in
Chad will help to promote a settlement in accordance
with the resolutions of the OAU and also serve to
safeguard the higher interests of the people of Chad.
116. We could not give any coherent account of the
history of decolonization or talk about the ri~t of
every people freely to determine its destiny without
referring to the question of East Timor. The repres
sion and massacre of the Maubere people are facts
that no member of the international community,
whatever its socio-political system or ideology, could
possibly overlook. The final solution of that question
presupposes recognition of the inalienable right of
the people of East Timor to self-determination and
independence and requires that negotiations be
held amon, all the parties concerned, namely,
FRETILIN, Indonesia, and Portugal as the legal
administering Power.
11 7. We believe that the steps taken by the repre
sentative of the Secretary-General to find the neces
sary conditions for a final solution to this problem
should be pursued and should enjoy the support of
the parties concerned and of the mternational com
munity.
1J. 8. My country supports the plan for the peaceful
reunification of Korea and welcomes the efforts that
have been undertaken to make it possible for this
legitimate aspiration of the Korean people to be
satisfied.
119. Safeguarding the national unity, territorial
integrity and non-aligned character of Cyprus is also
somethmg that enjoys our full sUl'port. That is why
we should like to commend the efforts made by the
Secretary-General to achieve those ends.
120. The persistent tensions in South Asia, Central
America and the Caribbean do not augur well for any
lasting solution or any return to peclce and stability as
long as the legitimate rights of all States in those
regions to the free conduct of their own affairs and
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105. The self-styled constitutional reforms and the
semblance of a democratic trend in South Africa can
surely only be construed as an insidious attempt to
improve cosmetically the racist image of the apart
heid regime. Furthermore, the genuine reasons for
this scenario are quite obvious: the further alienation
of the black majority from political life in the country
and the accentuation of racial stratification by arous
ing disJension in non-white communities and justify
ing the inhuman treatment inflicted on the black
populations.
106. Guinea-Bissau subscribes to Security Council
resolution 554 (1984), which rejected the so-called
new constitution. We should like here to express our
full solidarity with the patriots of South Africa who
have courageously and resolutely opposed this new
manoeuvre on the part of the South African regime,
thus issuing a heart"'elt appeal to the universal
conscience that steps be taken to make it possible to
eradicate the odious system of apartheid.
107. The extraordinary summit meeting of the
heads of State of African countries whose official
lan~uage is Portuguese-Angola, Cape Verde,
Gumea-Bissau, Mozambique and Sao Tome and
Principe-on 27 April last in Maputo, reaffirmed the
unflagging support of our five countries for the
struggle of the fraternal peoples of Namibia and
South Africa. The summit went on to emphasize that
as long as apartheid-being, as it is, the main factor
leading to tension and destabilization in the region
continued to exist, there could be no genuine peace in
that part of the African continent.
108. The summit also welcomed the negotiating
process initiated in southern Africa and reaffirmed
its solidarity with the front-line States, the People's
Republic of Angola and the People's Republic of
Mozambique in particular, in their efforts to preserve
their national independence and territorial integrity.
109. Guinea-Bissau, which is aware of its own
responsibilities in the total liberation of the African
continent from all forms of domination and oppres
sion, would, in the li~t of the principle of the
peaceful settlement of dIsputes among States, lend its
support to any initiative that would take into account
the expressed interests of the Namibian and South
African peoples regarding peace and stability in
southern Africa.
llO. In the Middle East, it is quite obviu,,~, '!1\1t as
long as there is no solution of the Palestinian issue
a solution that should involve full exercise of the
Palestinian people's legitimate right to create a
sovereign and independent State-and as long as
Israel continues illegally to occupy Arab territories,
there can be no real possibility of peace in the area.
Ill. The seriousness and complexity of the explo
sive situation prevailing in that part of the world
fully justify the convening of an international peace
conference on the Middle East with the participation
of all the parties concerned, including, quite obvious
ly, the PLO, the sole authentic representative of the
Palestinian people.
112. Although we have achieved noteworthy re
sults, particularly in the process of decolonization,
along the lines laid down in the historic General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), it must at the same
time be admitted that this is a matter still at the
forefront of our attention. Particularly on the African
continent, certain Territories are still subject to
foreign domination, despite the repeated efforts
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the free choice of their economic, social and political on a global scale. Our efforts must be collective; they
systems are not respected. must all be foc~sed on a better stat~ of und.erstanding
121. The action of the Contadora Group to estab- amo.ng our natlOn~; th~y sho~ld dIspel mls!rust and
lish a climate of peace and understanding in Central tensIon, thus makmg It p<?sslble !o co~solIdate the
America through dialogue and concerted effort de- ~ases for global co-operatIon whIch wIll serve the
serves our encouragement. We believe that all the mterests of all mankmd.
countries in the region, and particularly Nicaragua, 129. Mr. TULL (Barbados): Mr. President, I wish
should be in a position, quite free from any external to add my congratulations to those which have
interference, to resolve their domestic problems and already been expressed as you commence your tenure
create the necessary conditions for peace and devel- ofoffice as President of the thirty-ninth session of the
opment in their respective countries. General Assembly. In addition to our admiration for
122. My country is increasingly disturbed by the your sterling qualities, well-known diplomatic skill
tragic situation prevailing in the Gulf as a result of and vast e~penenc.e, my ~ountry has always ~ad the
the war between Iran and Iraq. Once again we urge most cordIal relatIons wIth the country whIch you
those two member countries of the Islamic Confer- have. the honour to represent. !"lay I aqd,. Mr.
ence and the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries to Presldent1 that you, as a former HIgh Co~misslon~r
opt for the path of negotiation, which is the only way of Za;mbIa to Barb~dos, played a major part m
in which the higher interests of the Iranian and Iraqi fostermg those relatIOns. Because of the bonds of
peoples can be safeguarded and the only way they can history and culture that link Africa with the Carib-
be guaranteed the peace that they so sorely need if bean, the pe~ple of Barbados can, and do, lay a
they are to make progress within their respective secondary claIm upon you.
frontiers. 130. May I also express my congratulations to the
123. In recent years, Guinea-Bissau has suffered outgoing President of the General Assembly, Mr.
from drought, a drop in ~gric!11tural <?utPt:tt and Jorge ~l~uec~, of Pan~ma, for his capable handl~ng of
declining exports. The detenoratlon of clImatIc con- the cntIcal Issues whIch commanded the attentIon of
ditions, together with the devastating effect of the this body during the thirty-eighth session.
world economic crisis at large, is one of the ~ain 131. Barbados extends a warm welcome to Brunei
c~ncerns of t~e people and Govern~ent o~ Gumea- Darussalam as it joins the membership of the United
Blssau. Th~t IS why o~r Government IS ma~mg every Nations. I am certain that our common characteris-
effo~ to stlmul~te agncultural output, partIcularly by tics as small island States will lay the foundation for a
havmg productIon-support sectors whose commerce, fruitful associ&tion in pursuit of the goals of the
transport and wareholls.ing in~rastructures will help Organization.
!o guarat.:ttee self-suffiCIency m foodstuffs and an 132. Since I last had the honour to address the
Increase m.exports. . . Assembly, little headway has been made in resolving
124. The Imple~entatIon of t~e first natIonal d~- the critical and often overwhelming problems with
vel<?pment plan IS thus responsIve to o~r c~untry's which mankind is beset. Indeed, one may be forgiven
desl~e to structure the economy by ada~tmg I! to t~e for yielding to cynicism and despair at the daily
requIrements of t~e proce~s of economIc anq SOCIal reports of hunger, strife and economic collapse, and
de~elopment. It IS ID .thls context th~t, WIth the at the endless chronicle of increasingly chilling
asslst~nce of UNDP, t~IS year we orgamzed a r<Jund human rights abuse.
table mvolvmg the mam tradmg partners of Gumea- ....
Bissau. A rapid follow-up to the conclusions reached 133. For.us, m the EnglIsh-speakmg Canbbe~n, the
at that meeting will lead to the implementation of events whIch began on 19 October last year WIth the
measures required for the stabilization and revamp- bloody overthrow of the 90vernment o.f Grenada
ing of our economy. have co.nstItuted, unqu.estlOnably, the .s!ngle .most

. traumatIc development m the recent polItIcal h!story
125. 9n behalf of my Government, I should.lIke to of our region. After all the years of struggle for our
take thIS opportumty to thank all those count~les .and internal political emancipation, followed by the
go~ernmental an.d non-governmental orga~llzatlons battle for our independence, the practice of electoral
whIch took p~rt m that round. table for thel~ clea~!y democracy has become engrained in the psyche of
exp.ressed.deSIre to develop fruitful co--operatlon with our people. Government by the duly elected repre-
Gumea-Blssau. sentatives of the people is something which we have
126. As we approach the commemoration of the come to take for granted as a natural part of our
fortieth anniversary of the United Nations, despite political reulity. Any overthrow of such a system t an}'
its Aifficulties a.n~ weak~esses,. we think it is quite Imposi~ion of gun rule on the people in one pa~ of
legItImate to rejOIce at ItS achievements. But there our re~lon-peoplewho are often our blood cousms,
can be no doubt that a grek deal remains to be sometImes even our blood brothers and sisters-
achieved and that the responsibilities weighing on the strikes instantly at the deepest level of our security.
United Nations are becoming ever heavier. Despite the formal constitutional divisions between
127. We are convinced that the realization of the the entities in the English-speaking Caribbean, we are
hopes of the peoples we represent here if within the essentially one people. The events in Grenada
grasp of the human resources and imm\,;nse wealth brought this home with a new and frightening
available on this planet. . awarenes~. Unfortunately, in a world which has
128. Man's creative genius, judiciously used for b~~ome I~ur~d to ~hange of g<?vernment by coup
peaceful purposes, can help to eliminate sickness, d etat, whIch mcreasmgly a;ct.s as If democra;cy wer~ a
hunger, poverty and injustice and to promote the luxury re~er,:,ed for a pnvl1eged few, thIS speCial
collective prosperity for which we all yearn so deeply. relatIonshIp IS not generally understood.
It is the duty and responsibility of our States to work 134. Happily, throughout the Caribbean the feeling
to create peace in the world and to mobilize available has grown that the time lor recrimination has passed.
resources in order to achieve development objectives The process of reconstruction, both economic and
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political, has begun in Grenada, and shortly, in the out the recruitmen.t, use, financing and training of
full glare of international publicity and scrutiny, the mercenaries.
people ofqrenada will elect a government in free and 140. We are heartened by the fact that the Ad Hoc
open electIOns. Committee 0:1 the Drafting of an International
135. It is a sad but seemingly inexora;ble rule of Conven~i~nagainst the R~cruitment, Use, Financing
history that great change seldom comes wIthout great and Trammg,?f Mer~enaneshas a~ 13;st been .a~le to
shocks to trigger it. The shock of the Grenada tragedy agree on a ConsolIdated NegotIatmg BasIs for
m~y turn out to be salutary if it pushes the interna- future negotiations. We are optimistic enough to
tional community to recognize the fact that it owes a interpr~t this as a signal that the ~embe~s of the
particular duty to the smaller. States among i~s C0n:tmIttee are prepared to work s~nously m future
membership. It is a duty that spnngs almost orgam- seSSIOns towards the early elaboratIOn of a conven-
cally from the nature of international socie!y. The tion,. which is ~o sorely. neede~i. Barbados wi!l
integrity of small States is, first of all, the busmess of contmue to contrIbute to thIS end m whatever way It
those States themselves, otherwise there would be no can.
meaning to the concept of national sovereignty. But, 141. It is evident that the original concept of a
for the very health 0'£ the in~ern~ti0I?-a~ c.ommun.ity nation State, responsible for, ~nd capable of, p~ovid-
Itself, and heI?-ce o.f thIS qrgamzatIOn, It IS Imperat!ve ing fully for its own defence, I~ no lon~er appl~cable
that the speCIal dIfficultIes of smaller States be hIgh in today's world. Nor is the Umted NatIons eqUIpped
on the agenda of international deli?erations: A in its present form to play this role. As Prime
former Secretary-General of the Umted NatIOns Minister Olof Palme, of Sweden, Chairman of the
argued eloquently that the Organization is, above all, Independent Commission on Disarmament and Se-
the Organization of the small and the weak. Much curity Issues, points out in his report, "Common
lip-service has been paid to this concept, but the Security",6 the present United Nations security role
truth is that the Organization has not ye! been. able to is restricted to peace-keeping. The report highlights
wind its increasingly cumbersome machmery mto the the limitations of United Nations peace-keeping
proper position for dealing with the realities of the operations, noting that such operations "can only be
plight of many of its smaller Members. It brings to launched after a conflict has broken out", and then
mind the unhappy image of a great ship incapable of only "with the consent of . . . the warring parties",
changing course quickly or safely enough to save the and require "the mandate of the Security Council
man who has fallen overboard. which may not be forthcoming because of political
136. More and more, it is obvious that the interna- differences among the permanent m~mbers . . : In
tional community must gear itself, both practically short,.current concepts ofpeace-keepmg possess lIttle
and constitutionally, to the task of shoring up the capaCIty to deter".
sovereignty and integrity of its smaller member 142. Until the necessary international machinery is
States. The other possibilities are stark: if, in times of put in place to safeguard their security, the sense of
trouble, small States cannot be confident of the vulnerability felt by small States will continue to
disinterested embrace of this Organization, there is a increase. It is therefore incumbent on the Organiza-
very real risk that they will fall into the clutches of tion to set about this task as a matter of urgency.
!h~s~ whose interes~s ~nd po~er a!e by d~finition 143. Economic security goes hand in hand with
ImmIcal to the flounshmg of dIverSIty and mdepen- political security. Indeed, the security of small States
dence among States. can hardly be considered in isolation from their
137. It is not only on the political front that small special economic problems. Caught in the ebb and
States are exposed to security threats. Policies on the flow of global economic fortunes, small States have
part of powerful States which amount to economic their extreme fragility brought into sharp focus. It is
coercion can easily upset the fragile balance of small in such States that the impact of a sudden economic
open economies. I need hardly say that disruption of downturn in the international economy is felt first
economic security leads sooner or later to political and most forcefully, and they are the last to benefit
instability. from any subsequent upturn.
138. Fortunately, the past few years have seen a 144. Against. this ba~kground, we ~us! once .again
growing recognition of the special difficulties faced call upon the mterna~IOnal commumty, I~ partIcular
by small States. The particular problems of small the .developed countne.s, to show substantIve proof of
island States of which Barbados has an intimate then oft-stated commItment to the development of
knowledge. h~ve also been receiving the attention not the ec~nomi~ally disad~antaged n3:tions. The eyi~
only of the United Nations through the work being dence IS growm~ that then own contmued prosperIty
done by UNCTAD, but aiso of the Movement of !S inextricably lInked to the viability of the develop-
Non-AlIgned Countries. It is to be hoped that some mg world.
of the fruits of this work will be presented to the 145. We take note of the Economic Declaration
General Assembly in order that the international issued at the tenth Economic Summit of Western
community may be made more aware not only of the industrialized countries, held in London from 7 to 9
problems but also of the possible solutions to the June 1984 [A/39/304, annex]. In this document,
dilemmas of these geographically disadvantaged recognition is given to the economic pressures on the
countries. developing world and to the vital role which industri-
139. Until very recently, however, consideration of alized cou~tries must .play in ~romoting the process
this issue has focused primarily on economic con- of economIC growth m the thIrd world.
cern~. One notable exception has been the work of 146. This is fine language. But what is needed is
the United Nations with regard to mercenaries. action, urgent and purposeful action. It is our firm
Mindful of our own vulnerability to mercenary belief that a restructuring of the international eco-
attack, Barbados has been consistent in pressing for nomic order is imperative if the third world is ever to
the adoption of resolutions and conventions to stamp attain acceptabl~ levels of prosperity. It is evident,



27th meeting-9 October ! 984 563

too, that such a process must involve a significant 153. The Middle East co.nflict continues to occupy
input from the developing countries for whose bene- centre stage, ""mid the myrhd conflicts raging around
fit it is intended. In this context we reiterate our the globe.
supp~rt for glo~~l n~gotiations, with. the full ~nd 154. The Government of Barbados maintains its
meanmgful partIcIpatlon of all developmg countrIes. position that the resolution of the question of
147. A genuine and consistent effort is needed to ~alestine.is fundamental to the achievement of peace
reverse the protectionist trends in international trade I~ the ~tllqdle ~a~t. Just as the State of Israel ~as the
which are effectively stifling the efforts of developing rIght to eXIst wlthm agreed and sec~re bou!1da~Ies,by
countries to create the linkages essential for self- t~e same token Isrfl,:l must recogmze the mal!enaple
sustaining growth. At the same time, the internation- rIght of th~ PalestIman people. to self-d~termmatlon
al community must be prepared to channel a greater and to .ex~stence as a sove~elgn and mdependent
flow of resources to developing countries to assist in State wlthm secure boundarIes.
the necessary structural adjustment of their econo- 155. In thus respect, I wish to reiterate my country's
mies. In concert with this, ways must be found to support for Security Council resolutions 242 (1967)
ease the debt burden of these countries and to initiate and 338 (1973), which provide a valuable starting-
the long-overdue revamping of the international point in the search for a negotiated settlement of the
financial system. Middle East problem.
148. My Government considers that the debt prob- 156. Barbad~s views with deep .concern the la.test
lem is one of the most crucial and urgent issues on development l~. the troubled MIddle East regIon,
the international agenda Unless there is rapid accep- namely, the mmmg of the Red Sea waterways. Not
tance of the need to res~hedule short-term debts and only has this. succeeded in 4isrupting shippi.ng in the
to accord an extension of repayment periods, it is r~glOn, but It ~ould conceIvably hav~ c!al11?-eq the
difficult to see how a real and comprehensive recov- lIves of many ~nnocent people. Such mdISCrImmate
ery can. come about. acts .of terrOrIsm encourage even more. ex.treme

49 A h
.. b . retalIatory measures and prove self-defeatmg m the

1 '. t t e same tIme, It must e rec~gmzed !hat long run.
there IS an urgent need to restruc!u~e the ~n.te11?-atIon- 157. It is with a sense of cautiou5 optimism that we
al monetary s~stem: The endeml.c mstabIlIty m that follow the tentative progress being made in Lebanon
syste~, wIth ItS ~Ildly !1uctuatmg exchange .rates, towards restoring peace in that country which has
constItutes a real Impedl11~ent to the economIC ad- suffered for so long. The formation earlier this year
vancement of the developmg world. of a Government of national unity comprising repre-
150. High on the agenda of international political sentatives of the Christian, Muslim and Druse com-
concerns is the question of Namibia, which continues munities was a welcome and positive development.
to defy solution. The world body finds itself pow- Recent indications that withdrawals of foreign mili-
erless to end the illegal occupation of that country by tary forces may soon be under way also give cause for
South Africa. In 1978 there was optimism about a cautious optimism.
settle~ent of the Namib~a issue, when the Security 158. The outlook for peace in another part of the
C;ouncIl ado~ted resolutIon 435 (1978)..However, Middle East appears far less promising. We must all
SInce then., lIttle I;'rogress h~s bee~ ach~eved and deplore the loss of human life and the waste of
Sout~ Afnca contmues. to tIghten ItS g~lp on the resources which the conflict between Iran and Iraq,
Terntory and to explOIt and plunde! ItS.. ~atural now in its fifth year, is continuing to cause. We join

, resources.. In the rece~t past, the racIst regIme of others in calling on both Governments to declare a
South AfrIca has con~mued to thwart all ~ope of cease-fire in the conflict and to enter into negotia-
progress towards. the mdepend~nce of Nam~bla, by tions to settle their dispute, which poses such a grave
stubbornly refusmg to make smcere or serIOUS at- and growing threat to mternational peace and securi-
tempts to come to terl1l;s wi~h the genuine efforts of ty.
SWAPO a!1d the front-lIne States to reach an accept- 159. Nearer home, international attention con-
able solutIon. tinues to focus on the situation in Central America.
151. Barbados must once again unreservedly con- We are convinced that deep-seated social and eco-
demn South Africa's refusal to comply with United nomic inequalities are at the root of the conflict in
Nations resolutions on Namibia. We categorically Central America and must be redressed as a matter of
reject all efforts to link the independence of Namibia urgency.
to extraneous considerations. Such demands are 160. The Government of Barbados is therefore
nothing more than diversionary and delaying tactics. deeply disturbed by the massive buildup of military
152. I wish here to reaffirm the unchanging deter- forces in the area, which. no~t. onl¥ is dangerous in
mination of the Government of Barbados to support Itself but repr~sents a tragIc ~werslon of funds from
the struggle to free the black majority of South Africa neces~ary socIal anq econolIpf.: development efforts.
from the yoke of apartheid. The recent constitutional In thIS context, I WIsh to reIterate our f1rm sup,port
reforms are purely cosmetic, as they plainly fail to for the efforts of th~ Contadora Group In seekl~g a
address the fundamental issue in South Afnca-the peaceful and negotIated settlement of the conflIct.
systematic and constitutionally sanctioned suppres,~') 161. Elsewhere, we seem to be faced with stalemate
slon of the black and coloured majority in ·their own after stalemate. This is true with regard to Afghani-
country. The elections recently held in South Africa stan, Kampuchea ~nd Korea. In the case of Korea,
have been shown up for the sham which they are, ther~ ~r~ SIgns, whIch we war~ly we.lcome, that the
through the boycott of the polls by the overwhelming posslblbty of peaceful resolution eXIsts. We would
maj.ority of the coloured and Indian peoples of South exhort the two ~ides to grasp suc~ opportunities and
Afr~ca. My Government renews its pledge not to rest to seek a creatIve and constructIve path to peace.
~nt11 the scourge of apartheid is relegaten finally and 161., Against the background of the intensification
Irrevocably to the scrap-heap of history. of l!;lobal conflict and the security needs of small
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States, it is pertinent here to touch on the issues of deliver the programmes required to give the majority
the arms race and disarmament. of mankind the chance to reach the minimum living
163. The breakdown of the Geneva talks on strate- standards established by the international commu-
gic arms reduction gives cause for deep disappoint- nity itself.
ment. It is in the hands of the two major Powers that 169. The Charter was drafted on the assumption
the delicate balance of world peace is held. It is that the great Powers would act in concert to
therefore their solemn duty to put aside intransigence safeguard peace and security in the world. This
and to seek a viable agreement in a spirit of concept emerged in the aftermath of the Second
compromise. Nothing casts so large a shadow over World War, when horror at the devastation suffered'
the world as the fear of nuclear war. Those who hold f cted as a catalyst for a new international solidarity
the keys to the final holocaust have an overwhelming that would for ever banish the scourge of war.
duty to mankind to narrow their differences and to 170. Events since the Second World War have
mamtain permanently open channels of dialogue. created a completely different atmosphere on the
164. In this context, the statistics on military international scene and it has now become virtually
expenditure are depressing in the extreme. It is impossible for the great Powers to act in concert. My
particularly heart-breaking to see small developing Government believes that the fortieth anniversary of
nations devoting vast sums to military budgets while the United Nations would be an excellent opportuni-
poverty, hunger and unemployment run rampant in ty to ~nd~rtake a.review of the way in which the
their countries. This phenomenon serves to under- OrgamzatlOn functIons and to determme what practi~
score my earlier remarks concerning the need for cal steps could be taken to make it a more flexible
effective international machinery to shore up the and apt instrument for dealing with present-day
security of small States. For where there are real or realities. It may be that a special session of the
perceived threats to their national security, nations General Assembly with this single item on its agenda
cannot concentrate fully on their economic develop- would be appropriate, and the Assembly might wish
ment and social progress. at this present session to set in motion the prepara-
165. I need hardly point out that if a fraction of the tions towards that end.
resources devoted to the expenditure on arms were 171. Whatever reservations I may have expressed, I
channelled instead to social and economic develop- feel bound to conclude my statement before the
ment a better life might at last be within reach of the Assembly by reasserting my Government's continu-
wretched majority on this planet. Moreover, until the ing faith in this great Organization. If the problems of
world as a whole, and the super-Powers in particular, the world were simple, there would be no need for the
are prepared to show tangible proof of their commit- United Nations. But that, alas, is not the case. At the
ment to disarmament and to putting an end to the storm-centre of the difficulties which face the inter-
arms race, the threat of a sudden conflagration ,:HI national community is a problem as easy to identify
continue to hang over us like the sword of Damo\. ';,~§, as it is hard to solve, the problem of ideologies, of
166. Mr. President, one of your most oneroL.~ methods of viewing the world and its history. There
responsibilities in the coming year will be to oversee ~s, we all know, no magic potion, no technology, no
preparations for the celebration of the fortieth anni- \' ~ctric-shock therapy that will suddenly bring about
versary of the United Nations. Barbados considers a ,.miversal perspective in which we can all happily
the celebration of this anniversary to be of the utmost acquiesce. Meanwhile, we know only too well that in
importance, beyond the formalities of ceremony and a nuclear world we have no choice but to find, in the
protocol. This anniversary will provide the opportu- grimmest sense of the expression, a modus vivendi.
nity for the international community to assess the 172. In this search, the United Nations system is
operation of the present international system and the best that we have been able to achieve so far. It h:
then to improve it to meet the realities 0f today's the repository of our best hopes, the expression of
world. our highest ideals. Its universality is a promise that
167. The Charter of the United Nations was framed with persistence and imagination the community of
at a particular point in history, in the face of a States may yet find its way out of confrontation and
particular set of circumstances, to meet a particular conflict into an era of compromise and conciliation.
set of objectives. There is no doubt that the interna- Let us keep our feet firmly on that path.
tional system has been eminently successful in the 173. Mr. ROGERS (Belize): We are fortunate in-
humanitarian and social areas, in health and educa- deed, Sir, to be approaching the end of the fourth
tion, in agriculture, in emergency relief, and in decade of the life of the United Nations under the
relation to the interests of workers and the welfare of distinguished presidency of a man such as yourself, a
refugees. Despite all this, the United Nations system man of experience and stature closely identified with
is too frequently the target of criticism. your own land, Zambia, your continent, Africa, and
168. This state of affairs arises because so often in your constituency, the world. It is my particular
the areas of both politics and economics the interna- persona! pleasure to congratulate you on behalfof my
t · It' 11 d fi' . fi II country, Belize, and on my own account on your
Iona sys em IS not a owe to unctIon to Its u est election to steer the deliberations er this session.

capacity. Narrow concepts of national interest are
given a higher priority than the peace and security of 174. You follow in the footsteps of another great
mankind; the Governments of some nations are so friend of Belize, President Jorge Illueca, of Panama,
busy trying to impose their values on the Govern- whose conduct of the thirty-eighth session of the
ments of smaller and weaker countries that they fail General Assembly's difficult and at times awesome
to see that the longer-term interests of all countries agenda assures him posterity's recognition as one of
and peoples depend on co-operative international the eminent statesmen of Latin America.
effort. Some United Nations agencies find them- 175. Both our nations are the product of the ideals
selves starved of resources and are correspondingly promulgated in the landmark decision of General
ineffective as they try to fulfil their mandate to Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 1960-a testimo-
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ny to the p~teiJltial ~or world transformation inherent 184. To our neighbour State of Guatemala. which
in the Umted NatIons. persists in claiming our rand, Belize reiterates its
176. The fact that this potential has not as yet been willingness to negotiate with good faith and determi-
more fully realized is a comment on the absence of nation to find a just solution. Such negotiation,
moral and political commitment among those with however, will not be predicated on allY presumption
the authority and the influence to translate for the on the part of Guatemala that it has any rights over
benefit of their own peoples the principles pro- independent Belize. The independen.ce, sovereignty
claimed in the Charter of the United Nations for the a.nd territorial integrity of Belize are not for negotia-
benefit of all peoples. tIon.
177. We welcome the admission of Brunei Darus- Mr. Adjoyi (Togo). Vice-President, took the Chair.
salam as th.e 159th fy1emb~r State of the Or&anization 185. We invite Guatemala to face the reality that
and offer It our frIendship and co-operatIOn. the self-determination of the Belizean people, after
178. Belize begins the fourth year of independent years of struggle and constitutional evolution, culmi-
life as a functioning democracy in the Central nated in the process of decolonization and separation
American and Caribbean region. At this time, the from the Administering Authority and the emergence
people of Belize are on the threshold of both local of a new nation in Central America. Belize did not
and national elections, under the provisions of a have two colonizers. The independence of Belize
Constitution that guarantees universal adult suffrage could not have been a unilateral grant from the
to all citizens aged 18 years and more. United Kingdom; it was the result of a legal and
179. In a region of the world where violence and con.stitutio~al process. This fact is r~c~gnized by ~he
civil strife seem endemic, where human rights and Umted Na~lOns, the Charter and prmclples of which
human values are often mortgaged for political quat.emala s s,pokesmen profess t~ respect; and Be-
advantage or ideological impulse, I am proud to IIze IS recogmzed by all the natIons of the world,
speak for a nation that has no political prisoners in except Guatemala.
its gaols, that recognizes that men and institutions 186. We invite the Government and the people of
remain free only when freedom is founded upon Guatemala to move away from the archaic and
respect for moral and spiritual values and upon the anachronistic attitudes of the past, to acknowledge
rule of law. the exercise of the right of the Belizean people to self-
180. Our policies of government are based on determin~tion, to respect our la~d and sea borde~s,
principles of social justice. These principles allow us to rec~gmze the new State of BelIze and to accept Its
to operate the economic system in such a way that sovereignty.
the material resources of the community are distrib- 187. The failure to recognize Belize adds special
uted to serv~ th~ common good and ensure adequate it:npediments to negotiations between our two sover-
means of lIvelIhood for all; that labour is not elgn States. The Government of Guatemala must
exploited, or forced by economic necessity to operate recognize that authority over Belize is vested in the
in inhumane conditions; and that there is opportuni- Goyernment of Belize; therefore, negotiations over
ty for all to advance on the basis of merit, ability and BelIze must be with the Government of Belize. It is
integrity. the Government of Belize-and only the Govern-
181. But we recognize that it is not an easy task to ment ~f Belize-that has and ca!1 exercise the
maintain these noble principles in difficult political authOrIty to conclude a settlement With the Govern-
and economic circumstances. There must be a daily ment of Guatemala.
struggle to keep our freedom, our independence and 188. To perpetuate the fiction that Guatemala is
our sovereignty iutact and secure. A nation three negotiating with the United Kingdom over Belize is
years of age is an infant nation. It needs the help and unreal and unproductive. We invite Guatemala to
understanding of older nations, especially those abandon this fiction and to recognize the State of
~oncernedwith the peace and s~ability of our region, Beli~e. In this way, w~ can move forward with
If we are to fulfil the promises of the fruits of realIsm towards a solutIOn.
independ~nce for our pe~ple and c(:mtinue to be a 189. It is equally fictitious to pretend that Guate-
free, and mdependent natIOn, sovereign over all our mala can strengthen its ties with the people of Belize
terntory. as long as there exist the institutional distrust and
182. As a young nation, we wish to live in peace disrespect inherent in their reluctance to accept
and harmonious co-operation with all our neigh- Belize's independent existence. [ can assure the
~ours. We cherish the example of good-neighbour- international community that the people of Belize
lmess that characterizes the relations between Belize are as united now as they have ever been against the
and Mexico, our larger northern neighbour, with false claims of Guatemala over our territory. We
which we share land and sea borders. We also cherish hope that our continuing discussions will bring it to
the relationship of trust and understanding devel- the realization that the way to strengthen the des
oped over the years with the nations of the Caribbean b~tween our peoples begins with recognition of our
community which share with us a common history, independent existence as a State, respect for our
culture, language and experience. sovereignty and acceptance of our historical borders.
183. We are enriched by the friendship of the 190. Belize continues to agonize over the deterio-
Central American nations with which we share a rating situation in our region of Central America. We
common ~eography, common aspirations and a com- ex~ress our solidarity with our brothers and sisters in
mon destmy. We thank them for their friendship, the area and our readiness to assist in every way in
their support and their co-operation. In return, we the search for peace and stability. We regret the
ask them to recognize our God~given right to deter- introduction, with the resulting damaging effects, of
mine our existence as a nation for ourselves, free considerations of an East-West configuration.
from extern!ll t~reat and domination, sovereign over 191. We support peaceful solutions and adhere to
all our terrItorIal treasures. the principle of non-intervention in conflict situa-
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tions. Because of this, we welcomed the initiatives of 198. We continue to support the United Kingdom
the Contadora Group in searching for regional in its efforts to find an honourable settlement that
solutions to regional problems. We congratulate the will not infringe upon the rights of the people of the
countries of the Contadora Group on their positive Falkland Islands to decide their own destiny, and w~
efforts towards a peace agreement and look forward call on the new Government of Argentina to resume
to early acceptance and implementation of the agree- negotiations without pre-conditions that would be
ments by the 'Countries of the region. For our part, prejudicial to the islanders' rights.
Belize s~pports the principles and concepts put 199. The independence of Namibia is inevitable.
forward In the new Contadora accords. Efforts to discourage the acceleration of that process
192. Belize thanks all its friends and allies who, in serve only to delay the final outcome but cannot
this world of interdependence, work together with it prevent it. We reiterate our support for and solidarity
to advance the economic development and social with SWAPO in the heroic struggle for the liberation
progress of its people and the peoples of the region of that country.
and the world. At the same time, we cannot ignore 200. The suffering continues in South Africa, where
the fact that, for reasons extraneous to our develop- the racist apartheid regime arrogantly, and with
ment needs, Belize often finds itself excluded from seeming impunity, persists in trampling on the rights
regional and hemispheric initiatives designed to and dignity of the majority black population. We
improve the economic conditions of our region. condemn the trickery an~ ~leight-of-hand bei!1g at-
193. As a Central American State, my country is temp~ed .by the racIst ~egIme under the gUl~e. of
not immune from the results of the conflict in the constItutIOnal reform desIgned to defy world OpInIOn
region. While not a participant in the conflict, we are and divide the oppressed people of South Africa.
a recipient of some of the inevitable tragic results, 201. While recognizing the right of Israel to exist,
including the need to give refuge, at great sacrifice, to we recognize equally the right of the Palestinian
thousands of displaced refugees fleeing from the people to forge their own destiny in their own
theatre of civil war. Motivated by our human duty, homeland on their own territory.
Beliz~ provi,des a safe ~aven for our brother Central 202. Belize joins the rest of the international com-
Amencans In our socIety. munity in deploring the continuation of the unfortu-
194. As a disadvantaged developing nation, Belize nate war between the non-aligned States of Iran and
grapples daily with the facts of underdevelopment: Iraq and imploring them to put an end to war and
declining export earnings for our sugar and other begin the task of reconstruction and reconciliation.
primary products, high interest rates and the subse- 203. We remain concerned at the situation in
quent lessening of ioreign exchange available for Afghanistan and look forward to a ne~otiated politi-
purchases from the industrialized world. While we cal settlement that does not prejudice the indepen-
have initiated policies to stimulate economic growth, dence, sovereignty and non-aligned status of that
countries such as ours rely heavily on concessionary country.
arrang~ments . and technic~l and oth~r a.ssistance 204. As a minor actor on the international stage,
fro~ II?ternatIOnal and regIonal organIzatIons and Belize has no pretensions to considerable influence in
InstItutIons. world affairs. Our domestic concerns are limited to
195. We regret, therefore, the deliberate policy of the consolidation of our independence, to building a
exclusion that prevents Belize from participating in durable and enduring democracy, to extending the
the Or~anization of American States and its institu- fruits of development and a better life to all our
tions, In the economic initiatives designed for the people, and to off~~ring every Belizean a dignified
Central American region and in financial institutions existence.
established to 8:ssist the developme~t of our part .of 205. On the international scene, our policies of
the ~orld. PassIve .acceptanc.e or. thIS state, of ~ffaIrs peaceful coexistence, good-neighbourliness, non-
by fnendly States In the regIOn IS a contnbutIOn to interference and non-intervention in the internal
the. slowing down of the develop,ment pr~cess!n affairs of other States, non-violence and the peaceful
BelIze a~d runs counter, to protestatIOns of fnendshIp settlement of disputes are aimed at promoting inter-
and regIOnal co-operatIon. national peace, security and co-operation among
.I. 96. Nearly a year has passed since the tragic events nations. They are aimed at assisting in the establish-
in Grenada traumatized the Caribbean and caused ment of a just and equitable international economic
such deep disquiet among our Caribbean sister States and social order in the world, with respect for
and in the larger international community. Our international law and treaty obligations in the deal-
Commonwealth family has agreed that the time for ings among nations. And they are intended to protect
recriminations has passed and that all possible efforts and preserve the sovereignty and territorial inte~rity
should be made to assist the Grenadian people to of Belize, to broaden our International recognItion
reconstruct their shattered country. We view posi- and to consolidate our nationhood.
tively the announcement of free and fair elections, to 206. We have an abiding interest in the continued
take place in December, and we commit ourselves existence of the planet Earth. All our efforts to
again to respect for the independence, sovereignty fashion a world order would be meaningless in the
and territorial integrity of that Caribbean country. aftermath of nuclear war. We call on the internation-
197. We maintain our solidarity with Guyana and al comm~nity, a,nd the nu~l~~r Powers in I?articular,
support for its right to exercise sovereignty over all not to shIrk theIr responsIbIlIty to humanIty but to
its territory, and are encouraged that the Secretary- work strenuously to save us ~ll from the unspeakable
General has become involved in the search for a horrors of nuclear devastatIon.
suitable settlement of the controversy. We wish him 207. Belize's policies coincide with those of the
well in this effort and respect the assurances from Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and the princi-
both sides concerning the maintenance of a climate pIes of the Charter of the United Nations, as well as
conducive to a favourable outcome. with the approach adopted by the Commonwealth of
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Nations. We reaffirm our commitment to those face of those noble standards, has been occupying a
organizations. large part of Chadian territo'ry since 1973. In August
208. My delegation cornmends the Secretary-Gen- 1983, it extended that occupation to the entire
eral for his untiring efforts to streamline the Organi- no..thern section of Chad. This area of 550,000
zation in the face of great odds, for his report on the square kilometres has fallen under Libyan adminis-
work of the Organization [A/39/l]-a forthright, tration as a result of land-based and air otTensives by
frank and realistic report-and for his faith in the the Libyan regular army and the so-called "Islamic"
vision expressed in the Charter. legion, which is composed of mercenaries of all
209. Our vision of the usefulness, indeed the neces- nationalities. Libya, which had always denied its
sity of the United Nations is not clouded by the military presence in Chad, has finally acknowledged
criticisms the Organization has attracted during its it, because it has said that it intends to withdraw its
39 years of existence. The list of accomplishments of troops from Chad in accordance with the arrange-
the United Nations far outweighs the amount of ment it has just concluded with France.
criticism it receives. Indeed, the United Nations 217. The Chadian people and its Government are
reflects the aspirations and frustrations of many pleased by that Libyan intention and keenly hope it
nations and groups all over the world. We share the will be translated into reality. Howe:ver, past experi-
Secretary-General's view that "one of its great merits ence has shown us that when their backs are to the
is that all nations-including the weak, the oppressed wall the Libyans use subterfuge to mislead interna-
and the victims of injustice-can get a hearing and tional opinion. Since we are accustomed to the
have a platform even in the face of the hard realities delaying tactics of the Libyan Government, we
of power."[lbid.] cannot but remain sceptical about the withdrawal of
210. As we approach the fortieth anniversary of the Libyan forces from our territory.
United Nations, let us pledge to preserve and 218. There is a Chadian proverb that says, "He who
strengthen the Organization so that it emerges has been bitten by a snake is frightened at the sight of
stronger and more responsive to the needs of the kind a mere rope". The Chadian people has not just been
of world we are in the process of creating. bitten, it has lost a limb.
211. Mr. LASSOU (Chad) (interpretation from 219. At the same time that Libya is announcing its
French): I should like first, on behalf of the Chadian intention to withdraw militarily from Chad, in the
delegation, to congratulate the President of the south of the country it is continuing to arm rebel
General Assembly most warmly on his unanimous factions so as to sow subversion, death and desola-
election to guide the work of the thirty~ninth session. tion among the peace-loving inhabitants and cause
The confidence which the international community the country's destruction. That is why the interna-
has placed in him is a recognition of the role that his tional community must not be duped by dissociating
country, Zambia, plays in the maintenance of inter- what is occurring in the south of the country from the
national peace and security. Similarly, it is a recogni- war of aggres.sion that Libya is waging in the north of
tion of his own qualities as a statesman with great Chad. That leads us to believe that the Libyan
experience in international relations. I am convinced announcement to withdraw its troops is nothing
that under his wise and enlightened guidance the more than a tactic to recoil the better to strike.
proceedings at this ses§ion will be crowned with 220. Despite Libya's warlike and expansionist atti-
success. tude, Chad has always wished to settle its dispute
212. It is also my pleasant duty to pay a well- with that country by peaceful means. That is why my
deserved tribute to his illustrious predecessor, the country has frequently had recourse to international
head of State of Panama, Mr. Jorge Illueca, who bodies, in particular the OAU and the Security
guided the proceedings of the General Assembly at its Council. Each time we encountered Libyan evasions.
thirty-eighth session with wisdom and dignity. Each time Libya answered our peaceful steps with the
213. We wish to express our gratitude to Mr. Perez language of force.
de Cuellar, our dynamic Secretary-General, for hav- 221. If the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya respects its
ing spared no effort in the service of peace in this commitments the Chadian Government for its part
troubled world. We thank him, too, for having made will, as always, be ready to abide by the resolution
international public- opinion aware of the economic adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and
and social crisis buffeting the countries of Africa, Government of the Orgamzation of African Unity at
most of which are among the poorest in the world. its nineteenth ordinary session, held at Addis Ababa
214. Finally, I extend my dele~ation's congratula- from 6 to 12 June 1983,7 and the statement by the
tions to the delegation of BruneI Darussalam on its Security CouncilS inviting the two parties to settle
admission as a Member of the Organization. The their dIspute by peaceful means.
admission of that young State is a proof of the 222. I should like to emphasize the fact that the
vitality and universality of the great family of the people of Chad feels no animosity towards the
United Nations. fraternal Libyan people. The sufferings, atrocities
215. As everyone knows, the fundamental objec- and bereavement caused us by the regime of the
tives of the Organization are the maintenance of Jamahirir.a can be ascribed only to that regime, not
peace, the development of friendly relations among to the LIbyan people which is itself tyrannized by
States and international co-operation. UnfO(lunately that terrorist regime. The people of Chad has known
there are Member States of the Organization which, the anguish of war all too well. It aspires to peace and
far from contributing to the achievement of those hopes to live in friendship with its neighbours,
aims, are, on the contrary, deliberately violating the including Libya, so as to be able to devote all its
rules to which they have freely agreed. resources and energy to the reconstruction and
216. It is well known that Chad is one of the major development of the country. That is why, once the
victims of the flagrant violation of the rules and Government of the Third Republic was established,
principles of the Organization. Libya, flying in the it deliberately opted for negotiation in the hope of
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finding reconciliation among all the citizens of Chad. The constant deterioration of the environment and
It was within that context that the Government the spread of desert'ification have caused a mass
multiplied its initiatives to meet with its opponents. exodus of population and livestock from the north,
It was also within that context that it gave full east and centre of the country to regions considered
support to the current Chairman of the OAU in to be better. The persistence of drought has caused a
organizing a round table between the opponents an1 chronic food crisis which will become aggravated this
the Government. We endorsed that initiative, be- year and in coming years owing to an almost total
cause we were aware of the need to bring peace to lack of rainfall. Recent cases of famine in the
Chad, reinforce its unity and preserve its indepen- southern regions of the country are a striking exam-
dence and territorial integrity in order to devote pIe of the consequences of population exodus and the
ourselves to its reconstruction and development. effects of drought.
223. Unfortunately, we must note that the efforts of 229. Faced with that tragedy, the Government,
the pan-African organization were impeded by the with the help of friendly countries and international
manoeuvres of some countries which prevented the organizations, has tried everything to take corrective
holding of a frank and direct meeting between the measures, but they have been in vain, given the
opponents and the Government. If the round table at immensity of the task.
Addis Ababa scheduled to be held last January did 230. I should like to reiterate my Government's
not take place, it was the enemies of peace in Chad- successive appeals to the international community
and they alone-who were responsible for that. An not only to render emergency aid to Chad but also to
attempt has been made to place a Government and support our efforts to eliminate this scourge.
its opposition on an equal footing. That is inadmissi- 231. Chad also joins in the appeals of the Sahelian
ble, for it is tantamount to asking the Government of countries to the international community to define a
Chad to relinquish its attributes of sovereignty. strategy for the countries of the Sudano-Sahelian
224. The Government did not fall into that trap. region and other regions stricken by drought and
None the less, it remains devoted to its objective of desertification and to mobilize the resources needed
peace and national reconciliation, with respect for to implement it.
Chad's independence, dignity, unity and territorial 232. Although the military aggression of which my
integrity. That is why the Government of Chad is country is a victim has blurred the renewed solidarity
grateful to the Congolese Government and encour- that was manifested after the International Confer-
ages it to continue and step up its efforts to organize ence on Assistance to Chad, held at Geneva in
a conference on national reconciliation. November 1982, Chad's economy has recorded rath-
225. The Government of Chad trusts in the course er encouraging signs of recovery. However, my
it has laid out for itself to achieve national reconcilia- Government is aware that the needs and problems
tion. Our confidence has been increased by the recent are enormous; that is why it is looking to the
positions taken by some citizens of Chad who have international community to help it promote econom-
distanced themselves from their Libyan protector. ic and social activities.
They have unambiguously denounced Libya's expan- 233. In this connection, the Government and peo-
sionism and manoeuvres to divide the citizens of pIe of Chad express their thanks to States and
Chad so as to conquer them. Indeed, those persons international organizations for the aid they have
now know that they have been used by Libya to sow been so kind as to grant to Chad.
trouble in their own country with a view to Libya's 234. I should like to remind the Assembly that, in
annexing· it. We are pleased that our compatriots accordance with General Assembly resolution
have come to realize that, although belatedly. Those 38/214, my country intends to organize a pledging
among them who are still in Libya are, in fact, conference, with the technical assistance of UNDP,
prisoners of the Libyan regime and Its war machine. during the last quarter of 1985. That conference will
The least inclination towards independence by them consider a general programme of reconstruction and
endangers their security. This is the appropriate place development and the financing of detailed projects in
to request the international community's assistance priority areas. A development plan will be before the
to exert pressure on the Libyan regime to allow our conference for its consideration. It will cover the
brothers to leave Libya freely. main priorities, namely: development, agricultural
226. Our desire for reconciliation with our brothers production and stock raising, the diversification and
and to live in peace with our neighbours is sincere. processing of primary products, the opening up of the
We want that to be clearly understood and would country both internally and to the outside world, and
appreciate all efforts directed to that end. the promotion of harmonious regional development.
227. The particularly difficult economic and social We call upon all countries and all bodies to take part
situation in Chad owing to the war imposed upon us in this pledging conference, of which Chad has great
by Libya is another subject of great concern to us. expectations.
228. Indeed, in addition to the already serious 235. The Government and the people of Chad wish
problems confronting it because of its status as a less to express their deep gratitude to the countries and
developed and land-locked country, Chad is con- bodies that are good enough to provide them with
fronting other problems caused by natural disasters, invaluable assistance.
such as drought and desertification. The magnitude 236. If the economic situation in Chad is cata-
of the destruction caused by those phenomena is strophic it is because it also suffers from the side-
considerable. It is a situation the dimensions of effects of the world economy, which are very dis-
which are not entirely appreciated but certainly quieting.
constitute a mortgage on our country's future devel- 237. Even though we see certain si~ns of economic
opment. Indeed, the drought which at the outset recovery in the industrialized countrIes of the Organ-
afflicted only parts of Chad steadily spreads each isation for Economic Co-operation and Develo('-
year over vast areas that had previously been spared. ment, the shortcomings of the current economic
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order result in an ever-growing burden for the 246. As in the case of Chad, which we have already
developing countries, which have been severely af- emphasized, Lebanon, Palestine, Cambodia, Afghan-
fected by the repercussions of the prolonged structur- istan and Namibia continue to suffer humiliating
al crisis in the world economy. foreign occupation, and the rest of the world remains
238. The reduction of external resources and capi- impote~t in t~e face of the. shaJ!lef~1 ~olicy of
tal flows from the developed countries, which is due apartheid practIsed by the whIte mmoflty m South
essentially to the increase in protectionism and the Afnca. ,
fall in commodity prices, has placed the economies of 247. Such upheavals, whIch are a feature of the
the developing countries in a precarious situation. present day, demand that we react in a way that is

. ~ ' , . devoid of any partisan spirit and aimed solely at
239. , In partlcu!ar, the Alflcan contment contmues preserving and strengthening world peace.
to faIl to meet Its targets. .".

, , ,~ 248. WIth Its long hIstory of uneasy coexIstence
240.. The Spe~lal ¥~morandum on Afnca s Eco- with its neighbour to the north, the people of Chad is
nom~c .and SOCIal Cnsls, a90 pted b~ t~e Confere!1c~ aware that no force, however powerful, can occupy a
of Mlmste~sof the Econo~lc CO~~lsslon for Afr!ca country for long without clear and disastrous conse-
and submltt.ed by the Afncan Mlmste~s responSIble quences. It is for that reason that we consider that
for ~conomlc Develop.ment and ?Iannmg ~t ~he last dialogue and concerted action offer the only possible
sesSIOn of the ~c(:momlc and SOCIal, CounCIl ~Ives.a.n means of solving all the major international issues.
eloquent descnptIon of the economIC and SOCIal cnsls 9 ~ ' f
which is being experienced by Africa, and puts 2~. Let us take, lor exam.ple,. the q.ueshon 0
forward emergency as well as short- medium- and dIsarmament. Our greatest anxIety IS that .If a nu~lear
long-term measurds ' war were t9 break. out there would be neIther v!ctor

, . . . . , , ., nor vanqUIshed smce there would be no survIvor.
241. The Afncan countnes are m a CrItIcal sItuatIon The most heartfelt desire of countries such as mine is
~hich deserves, the special a~tention of the intema- that negotiations on strategic and medium-range
bonal c<?mmumty.. The spe~lfic nature of the pro~- weapons be resumed as quickly as possible in order
lems facmg. th.e Afncan ~ontment today.demand thIS, to bring about first a freeze and then a quantitative
be.c~use thIS IS a qu~stIon of t~e surVIval of m~ny reduction of nuclear weapons.
rnll,hons of hUll?an. be!ngs. Th:at IS why my. delegatIon 250. Adoption of this peaceful initiative, as we have
~eheve~ that It IS ImperatIve to put. mto effect emphasized previously, is the only way to prevent
IJ!lme~lately a programm~ of measur~s I~ matters of encroachments on the sovereignty of other States,
Vital .Import~nce f~r AfrIcan countnes In order to invasions and even continuing occupation of foreign
alleVIate theIr tragic plIght. territories, intervention and all other types of aggres-
242. The Economic and Social Council, at its sion.
se9o~d regular .session, disc.ussed as ~ mat.t~r ~f 251. On the African continent, there are many
pn<?nty the senous econoJ.111c and SOCIal cnSls m tensions which are the result, as elsewhere, ofdeliber-
Afnca but .was u!1able ~o arnve at a consen~us text on ately ignoring the fundamental principles of the
the ways In whIch thIS should be remedIed. United Nations and of the OAU, namely, those
243. Turning now to the world economic situation, concerning the self-determination of peoples, inde-
we believe that it is high time for the developed pendence, respect for human rights, human dignity,
countries to act on the commitment made with sovereignty, territorial integrity and non-aggression,
regard to the implementation of the Substantial New to cite but a few.
Programme of Action for the 1980s for the Least 252. In North Africa, the tensions engendered by
Developed Countries, to adopted at the Paris Confer- the botched decolonization of Western Sahara are
ence, and to agree to the launching of global negotia- still smouldering. The refusal of one of the parties to
tions. We believe that this would be at least the the conflict to abide by the relevant resolutions of the
beginning of the solution of the present crisis. OAU is not calculated to promote a final settlement
244. The interdependence of developed and devel- of this conflict.
opin~ countries should not result simply in intermit- 253. Chad, which has always supported self-deter-
tent mternational aid, while such fundamental prob- mination for the Saharan people, will give full
lems as the restructuring of international economic support to any initiative that will help to facilitate the
relations to ensure more equitable co-operation are full implementation of the provisions of the resolu-
ignored. In fact, in such an unfavourable internation- tions adopted at the nineteenth ordinary session of
al climate, it would be an illusion to envisage, even in the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of
the short term, economic development that would the Organization of African Unity, particularly that
take full account of the interests of the third world. which advocates direct negotiations between the two
Selfishness must give way to solidarity so that parties.3

t~gether we ca~ endeavour to .establish.a new interna- 254. In southern Africa, the racist minority regime
hon,al economIc order that IS more Just and more of Pretoria continues to keep Namibia under the
eqUItable. colonial yoke and to exclude the black South African
245. The world economic crisis has been further majority from power. Recent developments in this
compounded by the political tensions which continue part of the wor!d show more clearly ~han ever the
to buffet our planet, thus posing a dangerous threat Implacable, cymcal nature of apartheid.
to the future of mankind as a whole. Although it must 255. In order to perpetuate their oppressive regime,
be acknowledged that the United Nations has been the South African racists have even tried to use
able to prevent certain situations from getting out of coloured people and Indians in their efforts to
hand, it nevertheless remains true that frequent perpetuate their domination. The glaring failure of
violations of the principles of the Charter of the that attempt, caused by a general boycott of the so-
United Nations continue to threaten the already called elections by the communities concerned, is
precarious equilibrium of the world. clear proof that in matters of domination and
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exploitation it is pointless to rely on dividing people, 265. With regard to the question er Cyprus, we call
particularly if the oppressed people has no option but upon the Greek and Turkish communities to take
to resort to force. part in brotherly talks in order to preserve the unity
256. The delegation of Chad, which upholds the and integrity of an independent and non-aligned
just cause of the South African majority, strongly Republic of Cyprus.
condemns this inadmissible denial of elementary 266. I turn now to Central America, where my
human rights. delegation earnestly hopes that the process of dia-
257. With regard to Namibia, we must recall that logue within the framework of the Contadora Group
the people of Chad consider the full, unconditional will shortly bear fruit, so that the States and peoples
implementation of Security Council resolution 435 of the region may enjoy peace and stability.
(1978) to be the only suitable path to decolonization. 267. Next year, we shall celebrate the fortieth
South Africa should unconditionally accept the de- anniversary of the United Nations. That will be a
colonization of Namibia, under the leadership of fitting occasion tc' consider ways and means to use all
SWAPO, its sole, authentic representative. the resources of the Charter to enable the Organiza-
258. In the Middle East, Israel's intransigence and tion to carry out its mission effectively. That will
its expansionist policy continue to foster tension and involve the full shouldering by the Security Council
war. The right of the Palestinian people to establish of its responsibilities, rising above ideological and
an independent State, under the leadership of the partisan squabbles and selfish interests. It will also
PLO, and Israel's right to exist are no longer open to involve strengthening international co-operation, in
discussion. In the light of this, it is important for the the higher interests of all nations.
international community to bring pressure to bear on 268. The failure to apply sanctions over violations
Israel, through an international conference on Pales- of United Nations principles and resolutions has
tine, to agree that the Palestinian people has the right contributed to reducing the Organization's ability to
to recover its plundered lands. resolve the many problems that the international
259. Furthermore, it is undeniable that the foreign community faces. It is therefore imperative to devise
occupation of Leb,qnon is impeding the national ways to restore the credibility of the United Nations,
unity of that country. As long as the uninvited which remains the hope of peace-loving and justice-
foreIgn armies remain in Lebanon, peace and harmo- loving countries-in particular, the small, defence-
ny among the people of Lebanon can be only pious less countries.
hopes. 269. Chad remains faithful to the rules and princi-
260. Still in the Middle East, for many years an pIes of the Charter of the United Nations, and
unrelenting war has continued to rack two neighbour- appeals to the world conscience [Jr scrupulous
ing Islamic countries. I refer to the conflict between observance of them.
Iran an . Iraq. My delegation once again appeals to 270. Aggression and repeated acts of interference,
thoseLwo countries to settle their differences by of which my country is a victim, are results of the
peaceful means. In this connection, we welcome flagrant violation of the principles of the Charter.
Iraq's readiness to resolve the problem through 271. Therefore, we call upon the international
negotiations. community to do everything it can to support Chad
261. The Afghans cannot begin to settle the prob- in its efforts to regain tranquillity and recover its
lems between them, in a brotherly spirit, until the territorial integrity, as inherited from colonialism, by
occupying Soviet troops have been withdrawn from persuading the Tripoli regime to end its aggression
their country. However, despite the relevant resolu- and its continual interference in my country's inter-
tions of the United Nations and the appeals of peace- nal affairs.
loving countries, those occupation forces show not 272. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from
the slightest intention of withdrawing. That is a French): I shall now call on those representatives who
cynical way to delay the solving of the Afghan wish to speak in exercise of their right of reply.
problem. 273. Mr. ADDABASHI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya)
262. Another subject causing anxiety and concern, (interpretation from Arabic): I apologize for speakmg
because it results from the use of armed force, is the at this late hour. My delegation had not intended to
continuing foreign occupation of Kampuchea. It is speak, but the preceding speaker's campaign to
encouraging to note that the people of Kampuchea distort the truth in a desperate attempt to slander my
has not stood idly by, as is shown by the military and country necessitates our making some essential ob-
diplomatic successes achieved under the leadership servations.
of the Coalition Government headed by Prince 274. Speaking on behalf of the Ndjamena group,
Norodom Sihanouk. Mr. Lassou tried to hide the facts; he tried to say that
263. As is the case with Af~anistan, the problem of Chad's problems were due to a conflict between Chad
Kampuchea can be resolved only through the imple- and Libya.
mentation of the relevant resolutions of the United 275. The truth, however, is clear to all: it is that
Nations-that is, through the withdrawal of all Chad's current problems are internal problems, the
occupying forces and the exercise by the Kampuche- main cause being the rebellion of Hissein Habre and
an people of its inalienable right to decide its own his group, known as the Armed Forces of the North.
future. With the support of imperialist forces, they caused
264. The partition of Korea into two States remains the overthrow of the transitional Government of
the main subject of concern to the Korean people. national unity, under the presidency of Goukouni
The delegation of Chad hopes that the country will be Oueddei, the only Government since independence,
reunified through the initiation of direct negotiations which had been set up democratically under the
between the two Governments, without any outside Lagos agreement on national reconciiiation, which
interference. was accepted by all 11 parties in Chad and had the
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blessing of the OAU. Had that Government re- Lagos agreement and under the auspices of the
mained in power, it might have been able to improve Chairman of the Organization of African Unity, with
the situation in Chad. In that event, Chad would not the participation of all parties which signed the
be in the situation it finds itself in today. agreement. Hissein Habre's continuing rebellion will
276. But Hissein Habre's lust for blood and power only increase tension, prolong the blood-bath and
made him continue to rebel and to obstruct all efforts destroy Chad.
aimed at restoring peace and stability in Chad. Every 281. As we see it, the current situation in Chad
agreement reached among the conflicting parties has involves, on the one hand, a legitimate Government
been obstructed. He has rebelled against President of national unity, under the leadership of Goukouni
Felix Malloum-having once sided with him, serving Oueddei at Faya-Largeau, which controls most of the
as Prime Minister towards the end of August 1978. country, and, on the other, a rebel Government
He rebelled against the March 1979 Kano agreement. which controls Ndjamena with imperialist assistance.
Finally, he rebelled against the Government of That is the situation which we must consider.
national unity e~tabli~hed br virtue of t~e. Lagos 282. The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, as a neighbour-
agreemen.t followmg hjs appomtment as MmIster of Iy, fraternal country, is prepared to participate, as it
Defence In that Government. has done in the past, in any efforts undertaken within
277. Hissein Habre is an adventurer! [ do not the OAU to achieve security and peace in Chad.
believe I need to put forward any historical facts to 283. I wish to conclude by stating that the Libyan
prove that the support given to him by imperialist Arab Jamahiriya has consistently stressed that it
and colonialist forces is a clear indication of his true wishes to see a united and independent Chad. At the
nature. I do not need to prove the massacres against same time, however, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya will
the people of Chad during the time he was in control defend its territory at any cost. The distributIon by
in Ndjamena after he rebelled against Felix Malloum the representative of the Armed Forces of the North
and Goukouni Oueddei, for dozens of skeletons were of a faked map, including Libyan territory within the
found in the Shari river and in his own yard. Did he borders of the Republic of Chad, is totally unaccept-
not assassinate Idriss Miskine, even though he had able. I stress that what is called Aouzou is an integral
long praised him? part of Libyan territory, inherited from Italian
278. Mr. Lassou, whom we have heard today, was colonialism in accor~ance wi~h the map-att~chedto
himself imprisoned by Hissein Habre, the Pol Pot of the ~eport of the Umted N~tlons rep~esent~tlve,Mr.
Africa. He said here that once you have been bitten Adnen .Be~l-on the baSIS of ~hl~h Libya. was
by a viper you look askance at a rope. One would grante9 Its md~pendence. Aouzou IS Libyan terrItory
think, then, that he would do well to follow that and wIll remam so for ever.
advice, so as to avoid further suffering at the hands 284. Mr. BARMA (Chad) (interpretation from
of Hissein Habre; he would have been better off French): My delegation does not intend to respond to
never having co-operated with that butcher. what has Just been said by the representative of
279. Since Habre took control of the capital, he has Libya, because,. as ~veryone will have .observed, ~e
persisted in his efforts to obstruct every sincere spok~ only as IS ~IS custom, of Chadlan domestic
attempt to achieve national reconciliation in Chad. questIons, attemptmg to take th.e place of the people
He aborted the initiative of the Chairman of the ~f Chad themselves, and descnbmg the .hea~ of an
Organization of African Unity to hold a Chadian Independent ~tate Member of the OrgamzatlOn as a
national reconciliation conference at Addis Ababa by reb~l. I lea~e It for members of t.he ~ssembly to form
insisting on certain procedural points-which he the~r own Judge~ent a~out thiS kmd of languag~,
himself had opposed during the national reco.lcilia- ~hICh shows ma.nIfest dl~respect for the lofty tradi-
tion talks which took place during the Kano confer- tlOns of the Umted NatIons.
ence, in 1978, when Felix Malloum was President of 285. The representative of Libya at no time denied
Chad. We have no doubt whatsoever that he will that Libyan troops had been occupying Chadian
continue in his destructive efforts to abort any territory since 1973. They have been occupying our
attempt at achieving peace and stability in Chad. territory and, as our Minister said in his statement,
280 Th h I I k "h h they have extended their occupation to several

. e woe wor d nows tat. t e Ar~ed .Forces thousand square kilometres of Chadian territory The
of the North, under the leadershIp of Hlssem Ha- L'b . h' .'
bre-who sent a representative to speak here on his . I yan representatlv~ as sald.~hat there IS n<? peace
behalf-represents only one of the 11 conflicting In Chad and that If what he calls a legitimate
parties in Chad which were signatori~s of the Kano Governm~nt had not been overthrown there would
agreement on national reconciliation. The world be peace In Chad.. .
must not fool itself by legitimizing a Government 286. We chal~enge LI~ya to. withdraw once ~nd for
which represents only one of the 11 conflicting all ffom Chadla~ ter~ltory, m accordan~e with t.he
parties and which took power by force of arms and arrangement which It has recently, signed wl~h
with the assistance of ImperialIst forces and their Fran~e, and.to put ~.;, t:' ' t<? any mterfer~nce ~n
puppets. The rebel Hissein Habre and his chosen few Chadlan terrItory; the ·n.. ;rettlonal communIty will
have no legitimacy and no popular support among then see whether Chadl~j~·;' ~an make pe~e among
the people of Chad. What is currently taking ,Iace in !hemselves. ~e call upon Libya to halt Its reckless
Chad is a civil war which goes back 20 years and is mterference In Chad.
due to the presence of elements loyal to Hissein 287. We know that Libya is rich and that it is well
Habre, who put their own selfish interesta before the armed. Let Libya devote ill wealth, itl resources and
interests of the people of Chad. This attempt to itl armam.-tl to tM defence of Libyan territory and
divert international attention from the true situation leave Chad alone. Chad is a country which is
in Chad by hurling insults at the Libyan Arab'.lnderprivileged in terms of natural resour~. Let it
~amahiriya will solve nothing. The only solution lies devote its meagre resources to its economic and
In national reconciliation, in accordance with the social development and the well-being of its people.
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288. Let me state for the record that we stand manipulation of which by Honduras may lead to
entirely by the statement just made by the Minister confusion on the part of the international commu-
for Foreign Affairs of Chad as far as Libyan aggres- nity.
sion and Libya's constant violation of the principles 292. The line of argument used by the Honduran
and rules of the United Nations and the OAU are representative against my country is strangely similar
concerned. Libya must withdraw from Chadian to the line of reasoning which has been used in the
territory and leave the Chadians in peace. Libya has Security Council by the United States, and with
imposed too many afflictions upon the people of which we are already familiar: "Nicaragua is paranoi.
Chad. The people of Chad have suffered too much ac about an invasion"; "there is a relationship in
from the Libyan presence. They want only to live in timing between our accusations and the meetings of
peace with ali their neighbours, including Libya. the Contadora Group"; "there is a parallel with the
289. Everything that the Libyan representative has situation of civil war now prevailing in El Salvador".
said shows again the full extent to which Libya has 293. It is not without cause that our country is
been interfering in the internal affairs of Chad. presenting facts regarding an imminent invasion by
290. Mr. ADDABASHI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) the United States. Information is brought to light
(interpretation from Arabic): I apologize for asking to almost daily in this respect even in the United States
speak a second time. It is not my intention to media.
respond to the attacks just made by the representa- 294 W Id 1 l'k k ~
tive of Hissein Habre. All I wish to say is that he is . e wou mere y 1 e to as a lew concrete
seeking legitimacy for his elite, a legitimacy which he cl~~~tions and address them to the Honduran delega-
has not been able to obtain from the Chadian people
itself. However, earlier, he mentioned something to 295. When its Minister for Foreign Affairs an-
which I should like to have responded, but time did nounces that our nation should not fall prey to
not allow me to do so. He mentioned an agreement expansionism from outside the continent, should we
between France and Libya on withdrawal from Chad. take it that it accepts the historic presence of the
Indeed, there is an agreement. However, what is the United States in that region? Is it prepared to
framework of that agreement? There is an agreement el~linate the military bases once and for all, as
to withdraw the support forces of Libya from Chad, 1 ;agua has proposed, and not to accept them,
as well as the French forces. We do not have an army regardless of whether they are United States or Soviet
of occupation in Chad. We have advisers assisting bases, or those of any other Power? Is it prepared, as
the Government of national unity of Goukouni Nicaragua was, not to fall prey to foreign interests,
Oueddei, the legitimate Government. This assistam~e and not to be the first to attack any other Central
is given on the basis of an agreement, arrived at with American country? Is it prepared to stop being the
that legitimate Government and registered at the launching pad for the CIA in its undeclared dirty war
United Nations. We could indeed have sent forces to against my country, by expelling mercenaries who are
Chad under that agreement. However, desirous of not and cannot be refugees, by not allowing them to
maintaining peace and security in Chad, we did not use its territory and military installations? Our dead,
do so. This is all I wish to say. I certainly do not see the destruction we suffer, and the base, undeclared
any need to respond to all the claims and allegations war waged by the CIA which involves them, are these
mentioned by the representative of the Ndjamena the product of our imagination or are they the results
clique. of a reality known by all and condemned by all?
291. Mr. ICAZA GALLARD (Nicaragua) (interpre- 296. Nicaragua reiterates its commitment to peace
tationfrom Spanish): In exercise of our right of reply, and co-operation in the region and to the Contadora
we should like to make some clarifications in respect Act of 7 September and the commitments arising
of the statement made this morning by the Minister from it: our commitment not to become .an aggressor
for Foreign Affairs of Honduras [26th meeting]. against our Central American neighbours, not to be a
Those clarifications will not focus on the Honduran base for any Powe~ not to allow the use of our
delegation's attempt to conceal the sad reality of that territory for the advantage of foreign interests. We
country as regards the military situation and the role hope that when Honduras recovers its dignity and
that country, occupied by the United States, is sovereignty, which are now lost, we may walk
playing in the strategic plans of that Power in the together on the path of peace.
Central American region, because the constant joint 297. Mr. HERRERA CACERES (Honduras) (inter-
military manoeuvres by United States and Honduran pretation from Spanish): 'Ne have listened to the
troops are familiar to all; because everyone is aware reply by the Nicaraguan delegation to the remarks
of the permanent presence of United States troops in made by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Hondu-
that country, troops that number over 1,000 at the ras this morning.
present time; because everyone is aware of the 298. We respect points of view which, although
existence of a central military training camp for different from ours, delegations are fully entitled to
Salvadorian and Honduran troops; and because
everyone is well aware of the expansion and improve- express.
ment of air and land military bases, and of the 299. This attitude is consonant with the internal
remnants of ar"laments and military constructions philosophy of the Government and life of my
that have escaped the control of the Congress of the country, in which the free expression of thought
United States and are used by the CIA [Central proceeds unimpeded along democratic channels,
Intelligence Agency] for training on Honduran terri- with due respect for the rights of individuals and
tory. Everyone is fully aware of the vast foreign States.
military presence which makes of Honduras-to the 300. Therefore, my delegation did not wish to
shame of its nationals and of all the peoples of exercise the right of reply when Commander Orte~a
Central America-one more United States aircraft addressed the Assembly and made a statement III
carrier. We should like to refer to other issues, the which he sought to persuade the Assembly that my



27th meeting-9 October 1984 573

country was involved in hypothetical aggressive best pledge for the well-bein~of our peoples, the best
adventures against his country. political expression that theIr leaders could offer not
301. Now the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Hon- to use the weapon of confrontation against their
duras has stated the point of view of the Honduran neighbours to further their domestic policies.
Government and we would expect some small degree 307. Mr. ICAZA GALLARD (Nicaragua) (interpre-
of reciprocity from the delegation of Nicaragua. tation from Spanish): I have asked to be allowed to
However, the facts unfortunately prove, with increas- exercise the right of reply in response to the asser-
ing emphasis, that any expectations we had of mutual tions made by the representative of Honduras. I
respect and understanding in our relations with wanted to add one more to my list of questions: we
countries such as Nicaragua were quite illusory. should like to know what the reply of Honduras is to
302. We have just heard a Nicaraguan reply invok- our invitat~on to accept immediately-right now, at
ing arguments which have already been used to the this time of great danger, a time when concrete
detriment of the work of United Nations organs, in decisions are being made in the :>rocess of bringing
particular the Security Council and the General peace to the region through the efforts of the
Assembly, in dealing with serious and responsible Contadora Group-the Act of 7 September, so that
expressions of policy in the quest for positive contri- the will of the United States may no! be imposed on
butions to the major problems of peace and security us.
facing many countries in many regions of the world. 308. The response from the Government of Hondu-
303. As can be seen from the documents of the ras will allow us to perceive the real intentions of that
General Assembly and the Security Council and from Government and its degree of independence, its
protest notes sent directly to the Government of degree of interest in the safeguarding of its genuine
Nicaragua, we have in the past repudiated these false national interests. We hope that the spectre of war
charges which are now being repeated, unnecessarily will not soon become a destructive reality for our
and maliciously. I shall not revert to them, but if we peoples and our countries.
continue to be confronted with such remarks i shall
do so. 309. Later polishjng may be needed for the Agree-
304. We are nevertheless aware of the fact that the ment, but not substantive changes. In signing it, in
reply by Nicaragua has been made because its having faith in our commitment, we see perhaps the
systematic distortions of fact and the misuse it has last opportunity to achieve peace in the region.
been making of the United Nations for purposes 310. Mr. HERRERA CACERES (Honduras) (inter-
alien to those of the Organization are bein~ hrought pretation from Spanish): We have always used lan-
to light. guage consistent with the quest for peace, and we are
305. However, in our statement to the Security very pleased to hear peaceful expressions when, in
Council on 3 February 1984, we had anticipated that. fact, Nicaragua's statement was quite a warlike one.
We said this: Reference has been made to signin~ the Contadora

"If we have spoken about the Sandinist Govern- Act and the need to press forward wIth that effort. In
ment's systematic campaign of false accusations this we agree. It was the Minister for Foreign Affairs
before various forums and for the benefit of the of Honduras who proposed that negotiations to draw
media? it is because the facts bear these out. As up the Contadora Act should continue until 30
everyone knows, in international relations both September. It was the Minister for Foreign Affairs of
indirect provocations and press campaigns are Nicaragua who, in the Contadora Group, proposed
inimical to international negotiations. . . the date of 30 October. The Contadora Group

"As a distinguished author from a country that proposed the date of 15 October. So it is paradoxical
suffered the serious consequences of the Second to talk about earlier dates when in Central America
World 'Var and Hitler's policies said, control of the itself attempts are being mad€;., through other chan-
media can make it possible for some Governments nels, to delay matters.
to produce sentimental and even passionate reac- 311. In addition, we are within a process and we are
tions among their people and create a political acting on the basis of consensuses adopted by the
crisis. Hitler's tactics featured an impressive bal- new countries of the Contadora Group, in whIch it
ance of attacks, like the ones being made now, and has been pointed out that th\~ Contadora Act on
offers at negotiation, like the ones that the Sandi- Peace and Co-operation in Central America is a
nist Government says it is putting before the fundamental phase in the deliberations so that the
Contadora Group. It is interesting that a Govern- five Central American countries will meet as soon as
ment which has already shown the world what its possible to define pragmatic and rea!istic formulas
basic ideological orientation is does not seem leading to the final form of the Contadora Act.
willing to follow its own orientation but has Yesterday, we sent the five Central American Minis-
assumed certain immoral attit.udes which have ters for Forei"'':\ Affairs an invitation to a meeting on
already been historically rejected by the entire 19 October < Tegucigalpa, so that they, within the
world community."1I Contadora pi. ,cess, through co-ordination among the

306. I wish to conclude by merely making an appeal Central Americans themselves, may be able to arrive
to our Nicaraguan brothers. We should leave the 8.t a final position for the definitive Fhase of the
tortuous paths which lead us away from the path of negotiations. I can state publicly that i our Nicara-
peace and harmonious understanding among our guan brothers choose not to come to Hond <.' ;-oas, we
peoples. We also urge them to redirect the misguided would be most willing to go to Nicaragua. It is up to
efforts of the past and strive together for an early them now to respond to this serious and responsible
agreement which will restore peace, co-operation and move, so that we Central Americans ourselves may
democracy in Central America, because such an define our problems, for the purpose which he claims
agreement, to~ether with the political will to preserve to be pursuing: the restoration of peace in that
it and put it mto effect in good faith, would be the tormented area.
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