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contributions to world development should not be for­
gotten. In the last 15 years, developing eccnomies have
attained higher rates of growth than the industrialized
nations and the economic crisis reached our countries
later, which proves the impact of outside factors. Some
nations began to export manufactures. Latin American
nations made progress, as did oil-exporting countries. To
this must be added our contribution in food, raw mate­
rials, energy sources, financial resources due to the flight
of capital and workers, who today remain unemployed
in the countries of the North. But the crisis which began
in the industrialized nations has offset the modest pro­
gress achieved through so much effort, with the result
that today the third world is beset by serious economic
imbalances which in some cases are becoming chaotic.
6. Much has been said about the origins of the crisis,
but often only the most immediate causes are mentioned:
higher oil prices and interest rates, discrepancies between
economic and social policies, stagnation in productivity,
irrational decisions by the business sector~ and the fall
in world trade. No doubt that analysis is correct and has
been useful; nevertheless I believe the present phenome­
non is more complex and more significant than that, and
consequently it cannot be dealt with properly by an
analysis of merely circumstantial factors. In other words,
~t is my view that we are faced with an unprecedented
structural phenomenon, which calls into question the
bases on which the post-war world economy was $lrgan­
ized. Since today's crisis is not of a traditional tyPe, it
may well be asked if it can De resolved within the frame­
work of the traditional structures now in place.
7. I should like to make some comments here. Military
expenditures have resulted in the diversion of vast sums
from genuinely productive activities and from pressing
social problems. Furthermore, in the present state of
military technology and exploitation of the material
resources of the planet, wars do not add to the wealth
of the world economy, but rather destroy what there is.
Major investments devoted to the use of atomic energy,
to space exploration and to scientific research have done
little to invigorate productive activities in the short term.
Transnational torporations bypass national sovereignty,
and they lack vision and interest in economic and social
development. Oligopolistic control of technology has
prevented th!s sector from being included among the
needs and problems of the third world and might even
be a new element acting against it. International organi­
zations, controlled or bypassed by the major Powers,
have less and less influence on international relations and
the directioD. fif economic activity. The remarkable eco­
nomic expansion of recent years seems to have lacked the
basis necessary to ensure its continuity and a system to
control and guide it.
8. Getting ahead of history and foreseeing the economic
events we now witness today, in the mid-1970s the Gen­
eral Assembly adopted a programme of action for restruc­
turing international economic relations through the
establishment of a new international economic order [see
resolution 3202 (S- VI)). Later on, the General Assembly
decided to undert8.ke what was termed global negotiations
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AGENDA ITEM 9

Genera~ debate (continued)

1. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The
General Assembly will hear a statement by Mr. Osvaldo
Hurtado Larrea, President of the Republic of Ecuador.
On behalf of the Assembly, I have the honour to welcome
him to the United Nations and to invite him to address
the Assembly.
2. Mr. HURTADO LARREA (interpretation from
Spanish): IJl the countries of the world are suffering the
effects of the crisis in the international economy, some
more than others, but the 4 billion human beings who
inhabit the Earth are affected by its tragic and pernicious
consequences.
3. The industrialized nations were the first to feel these
effects, towards the end of the '70s, through the diffi­
culties that arose in the monetary system in 1974 and 1975
because of the adjustment of oil prices, and especially
since 1979, when their economies became stagnant, with
consequences that were immediately felt by all nations.
Furthermore, in 1978 the centrally planned countries,
which had attained a high rate of growth up to the first
part of the 1970s, also began to suffer from an economic
crisis. The countries of the third world have been enduring
a similar fate since 1981, with the stagnation and deteri­
oration of the relative degree of development they had
attained in recent years, a phenomenon which has not
spared even the oil-exPQrting nations or recently indus­
trialized nations.
4. How has it been possible for a phenomenon of such
unprecedented scope to have affected all nations. what­
ever their resources, the efficiency of their rul~rs and
administrators, the economic model they follow or their
existing political system? What is the explanation for the
sudden paralysis in a development process which was
considered to be Iirrdtless? Was it not thought that mul­
tinational corporations, free from "negative political
controls" and possessing the highest degree of technol­
ogy, were the best means for distributing development
throughout the world? Was it not thought that the degree
of modernization attained through public policies of
industrialized nations, capitalist as well as socialist, en­
sured that they would rapidly bring about such a result?
How could the experts of the financial transnationals
make such glaring mistakes? How is it that the interna­
tional co-operation systems and agencies, largely set up
in order to avoid crises, are incapable of achieving the
aims for which they were established?
5. But I have not come here in order to absolve the
nations of the third world from any lesponsibiIity, not
even my own nation. We are aware of the mistakes we
have made, as well as of our weaknesses, which have also
helped to cause the problems we face today. But our
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in the areas of commodities, energy, monetary and finan­
cial problems, trade and development. At present both
initiatives are at a standstill, and it is not an exaggeration
to say that so far at least they have failed. The same could
be said about the Cancun meeting, I which was guided
by the hicid report of the Brandt Commission,2 and the
sixth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development. In view of these frustrating facts,
pessimism is rampant and many wonder whether these
initiatives have any meaning in practice, whether any
positive results are to be expected of them and whether
the industrialized countries, over and above their always
generous statements of good intent, are truly interested
in shouldering the essential responsibility which they bear
for the development of the third world.
9. But if the principles of international policy defined
in the Charter of the United Nations, its initiatives and
proposals regarding the search for agreement and the
enlightened analysis and thorough study of social and
economic development in the world have not been suffi­
cient to lead us to think deeply, the serious events which
beset all nations today should do this. In this context,
the economic crisis in Latin America today is a good
example.
10. After three decades of continuous growth, Latin
America and the Caribbean are probably immersed in the
deepest depression of the century. Although the United
Nations Development Decade has only recently come to
an end, our peoples are not only still far from attaining
its purpose, but are going through a process of social
involution caused by a decline ill their economies. Inflan

tion, which in 1983 may well reach three figures, and the
rising level of unemployment and underemployment are
seriously affecting standards of living at the lower and
intermediate levels. There are nations in which the scourge
of hunger has appeared-something which was not be­
lieved possible in the region. Social conflicts are wors­
ening and political stability is becoming increasingly
vulnerable, with obvious consequences for the frequently
proclaimed need for hemispheric security, which today
is economic and social in nature, above all, and not
military, as some believe.
11. In facing the crisis Latin American countries have
shouldered their responsibilities. Almost all of them have
developed adjustment policies aimed at cutting the deficits
of their external and fiscal sectors. But the results have
been harmful in terms of income distribution and eco­
nomic growth, which in almost all countries of the region
today is negative. It must be remembered that austerity
programmes are bearable only if they are temporary, if
they are kept within certain limits and if they offer real
possibilities for overcoming the problems. But, despite
the major sacrifices made by our peoples, we do not see
any evidence that the recovery of the continent may have
begun. The reason for this is that the international factors
which gave rise to the crisis still exist, to which we should
add the floods and the drought which exacerbated the
economic problems of some countries of the region.
12. In the final cf~claration of the Williamsburg Sum­
mit 3 the industrialized nations recognized that the
"weight of the recession has fallen very heavily on devel­
oping countries" and said that they were "deeply con­
cerned about their recovery". They thus recommended
that certain measures be adopted-inter alia, the opening
of their markets and the re-establishment of the flow of
resources and official aid.
13. In this case, as in many others, there is a gap
between words and actions. The deterioration in inter­
national trade continues. The fall in the value of com-

. modities has been sO great that some of them are at levels

below those of 1930. The protectionism of the industrial­
ized nations takes a wide variety of forms and is reaching
inadmissible limits. In 1982 Latin America received less
than half the net inflow of capital that it had received
the previous year, and it is expected that the amount will
be still lower in 1983. In the last 12 months some countries
have not had a single loan from international banking,
and those that have had loans have got barely enough
to make their overdue payments and service their debts,
much less finance their development. In some cases the
scarcity of foreign exchange is so great that some nations
cannot even acquire essential raw materials and food­
stuffs. The high interest rates charged by the creditor
banks make it extremely difficult to renegotiate the debt.
14. The so-called Group of Seven4 believes that the
recovery of their economies is the best incentiVf': for the
reactivation of the economies of the less developed coun­
tries. It is no doubt essential for Latin Americ:a that the
recovery in North Amerita be consolidated and! extended
to other industrialized nations. But even if these optimis­
tic forecasts prove to be right, it will probably take more
than a year for the effects to be felt, and the delay will
aggravate the difficulties of the region. Furthermore, if
the problem of the debt remains unsolved and the present
stagnation continues, the recovery of the industrialized
nations might not occur to the extent desired. If that
happens, we may well be faced with a collapse of the
world economy.
15. It has been stated that in order to revitalizf, growth
there must be no increase in oil prices or intefl~st rates.
The former condition has been achieved at a cost to the
oil-exporting countries, which are suffering today from
serious economic problems. With regard to the latter
condition, the situation is uncertain and one wonders
whether high interest rates have not been mOle to blame
for today's crisis. It is true that nominal interst rates have
fallen, but real interest rates remain high because of the
high margins charged by creditor banks and because of
a drop in inflation in the industrialized countries.
16. We are faced with a serious economic problem
which has exceeded the ability of any State to solve on
its own and before which the traditional standards for
action of the international co-operation agencies have
proved inadequate and have become markedly political
in character. The United Nations is the highest world
political body and the Organization was established pre­
cisely to deal with this kind of problem. As this is the
first time a President of Ecuador has had the great honour
of addressing the General Assembly, I have chosen to
refer to a problem which is of vital importance to all
nations.
17. Interdependence is one of the factors characterizing
the second half of the twentieth century. If national
political conflicts or localized wars place world peace at
risk, how will it not be threatened when all nations and
their peoples suffer from a social upheaval hitherto un­
known to those who inhabit the planet today and to which
we cannot see a possible solution? Awareness of these
risks and the conviction that international co-operation
and multilateralism-which are so underestimated-are
today more than ever essential has led me to request of
two regional agencies, the Economic Commission for
Latin America and the Latin American Economic Sys­
tem, that they develop a programme of action for Latin
America and the Caribbean in order to deal with the
crisis. In order to study this, the personal representatives
of the heads of State of the region met in the capital of
my country and at Santo Domingo. In January an eco­
nomic conference will be held at Quito to adopt it. Latin
America wishes thus to contribute to the quest for a
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shared response by all of us who must deal with a solution
to the crisis: the countries of the South and of the North,
agencies of international co-operation and international
banking.
18. To this end, the costs of the adjustment must be
fairly distributed among all the parties concerned and not
only among third world nations, which has been the case
up to now. It must be borne in mind that the indebtedness
was due to the permissiveness of international banking,
which resorted to every possible means to place its sur­
pluses and through pressure converted them to short-term
debts. These operations have yielded excellent profits.
Thus, for example, it is estimated that almost half of the
1982 profits of the ten largest North American banks
derived from their international operations. With regard
to the industrialized nations, the recovery of the third
world is in their interest since the contraction of its
imports is having a negative impact on the economic
recovery of the North. They must therefore honour their
commitment to increase their quotas in IMF and use their
influence in this body, as well as in the World Bank and
in others, to ensure that their decisions and programmes
are adequate to meet the challenges of the crisis. Rene­
gotiation agreements must take into account each coun­
try's actual ability to pay, which depends on the volume
and value of its exports. Public financing must cover part
of the credit which used to come from private banks.
Above all, interest rates must return to their levels of the
previous decade. We must not forget that mankind is
sailing in a fragile ship which may well founder if we do
not all join together to keep it afloat. If it does go down,
it could take everyone with it. That others may ignore
this risk is explicable, but it would be unpardonable for
us, who are in government, to disregard it. .
19. Greater still is the tragedy of peoples who are not
only suffering from the economic crisis but also from the
scourge of war often visited upon them by extraneous
forces. My country has witnessed with much distress the
Central American conflict generated by the authoritarian
and exploitative regimes which held sway in the region,
a conflict which today is promoted by foreign intervention
intent on ending the EtlSt-West conflict. Ecuador once
again reiterates its support for the Contadora Group and
makes a fervent appeal to all parties concerned to co­
operate with the Group. There can be no further talk of
peace in Central America with wCiPons in hand For so
long the only language heard has been that of weapons,
and the time has come for the voice of the people to be
heard.
20. Ecuador has maintained, and will continue to advo­
cate, the imperative need for an end to colonial interven­
tion in the Malvinas Islands; for the withdrawal of foreign
troops operating in Afghanistan, Lebanoli, Cyprus,
Kampuchea, Namibia, Chad and other areas; for an end
to the cruel military conflict between Iran and Iraq; and
for a negotiated solution for the problems of the Middle
East, in particular of the Palestinian people.
21. For the good of mankind the arms race must cease,
especially that of the major Powers, and the threat of
a nuclear holocaust must end. After having lived thrOUgh
a promising state of detente in recent years, we now find
ourselves in the midst of a political and military~onfron­

tation whose consequences might be more serious than
those of the cold war. People everywhere are duty~bound

to defend peace, whether they come from the East, the
West or the third world. A return to dialogue and sanity
is, above all, a responsibility of the major Powers.
22. The United Nations must continue to preserve inter­
national peace and security and promote the peaceful
settlement of existing disputes in accordance with its

principles, which do not recognize the use.of force,
territorial conquest or the occupation of temtory, and
on the basis of reason and justice.
23. In the American continent there are problems whidu
are harmful to peace, security, co-operation and devel­
opment, such as the territorial claim by Ecuador in the
area of the Amazon, which must be resolved for the
common good of two peoples that wish to live in peace
within a framework of fruitful co-operation.
24. After one of the longest periods of dictatorship in
its history, on 10 August 1979, thanks to the will of the
Ecuadorian people and the co-operation of its armed
forces, a democratic system was re-established in my
country. A month ago I began my last year in govern··
ment, during which democratic institutions have been
consolidated with full observance of public freedc~ill) and
human rights and with attention to social needs, especially
those of farmers and the poorest, despite the economic
crisis which has also affected my country. Our citizens
are now preparing for the election next year of new rulers
and parliamentary leaders. With this background infor­
mation and in the name ofEcuadorian democracy, I wish
to express my sincere desire that all peoples of the world
may live in freedom.
25. My country, which was one of the founders of the
United Nations and has always remained loyal to its
principles, will contirme to support it. We consider the
Organization to be an essential instrument for the pres~

ervation of peace and the promotion of development.
It is my hope that this tragic year in which peace has been
violated on all continents, not only by violence and war
but also by serious economic and social problems, will
see the opening of a path along which the peoples of the
third world and the countries of the North will find the
necessary common response to the critical situations
which weigh so heavily on the future of mankind.
26. As a representative of the people of my country and
in compliance with the resolution adopted at the Seventh
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non­
Aligned Countries, held at New Delhi in March 1983, it
has been a high honour for the President of Ecuador to
come to this forum of peace and address the representa­
tives of all the nations of the Earth.
27. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish):
On behalf of the General Assembly, I wish to thank the
President of the Republic of Ecuador for the important
statement he has just made.
28. The General Assembly will now hear an address
by Mr. Pal Losonczi, President of the Presidential Coun­
cil of the Hungarian People's Republic. On behalf of
the Assembly, I have the honour to welcome him to
the United Nations and to invite him to address the
Assembly.
29. Mr. LOSONCZI (Hungary):- Let me first offer
you, Sir, a warm welcome and hearty congratulations on
your election to the presidency of this session of the
General Assembly. In you I greet a prominent personality
of the Latin American continent, whose peoples, culturel
and achievements are highly respected and appreciated
in the Hungarian People's Republic. I assure you of my
delegation's full support in your carrying out of your
important duties.
30. It was the horrible experience oftwo world confla­
grations that led to the great determination of nations
to establish the Organization, which is destined, in the
words of its Charter, "to save succeeding generations
from the scourge of war". Man's centuries-old desire that

-Mr. Losonczi spoke in Hungarian. The English version of his state­
ment was supplied by the delegation.



"nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more" was also engraved on the
wall of this palace of delibf~rations.But I wonder if we
can claim to have come any closer to this lofty goal.
31. I consider this question to be illusory at the present
moment of history, which is regrettably characterized by
a sharpening of international tension. Confrontation is
on the increase and attempts are made to upset the bal­
ance of power which is the guarantee of world peace, to
obtain military superiority and to reverse the process of
peoples' national and social liberation. All this constitutes
a source of concern to the people and Government of the
Hungarian People's Republic.
32. We see the stepping up of the arms race as the root
cause of this dangerous situation. Not only does the
unprecedented level of armament threaten our civilization
directly, by raising the spectre of a nuclear catastrophe,
but it also threatens it indirectly, by squandering man­
kind's material and intellectual resources, depriving peo­
ples of a considerable part of the results of their labour,
and perpetuating economic backwardness in a great
number of developing countries. I~ this not an absurd
contradiction in the century of sci~nce and technology,
in the era when we seem to be on the verge of solving
global problems through such achievements as the explor­
ation of new sources of energy, the exploitation of the
wealth of the oceans, the peaceful conquest of outer
space, the eradication of hunger and of widespread devas­
tating diseases, and the protection of the rapidly deteri­
orating natural environment? Can taking advantage of
such really tremendous possibilities be imagined without
global co-operation? One cannot help wondering, for by
the very act of adopting the Charter of the United Nations
we solemnly pledged to live in peace as good neighbours
and to promote social progress and better standards of
life.
33. The Hungarian People's Republic has declared its
faith in the peaceful coexistence of St~.tes with differing
social systems. By that we mean not only the absence of
war, although that would be no small achievement either.
For us, coexistence means active co-operation and a
constant strengthening of mutually advantageous politi­
cal, economic and cultural relations among peoples and
governments. During the past 10 or 15 years, we have
gained considerable experience in this regard, and it is
my understanding that our partners have no reason to
feel disappointed either.
34. Let us look at this in a broader perspective. When,
in the 1960s and early 19708, detente continued its upward
trend, important agreements were reached between the
great Powers and other States on the prevention and
limitation of the proliferation and quantitative and qual­
itative development of weapons of mass destruction on
earth, in outer space and on the sea-bed. The Helsinki
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe,
which was attended by 35 heads of State or Government,
laid a lasting foundation of principle for further co­
operation in Europe. Political, economic and other con­
tacts gained momentum. The consolidation of new States
liberated from colonial bondage in Asia, Africa and Latin
America continued at a rapid pace. Has any people seen
its interests damaged by that process? Does any people
feel itself the loser because of detente? The answer is no.
There is no such people.
35. The Hungarian People's Republic, acting on the
mandate of the Hungarian people, still considers preser­
vation of the results of detente and the maintenance and
exte~sionof international dialogue and co-operation to
be the prime concerns of its foreign policy, both in its
bilateral r~lations and in international forums. For us as
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for other countries there is no reasonable alternative to
peaceful coexistence.
36. That is why we feel concern about any sign of an
increase in the mood of confrontation, about any act
jeopardizing normal relations among States and about
any development adding to the strains of the already tense
international situation.
37. The Hungarian Government is convinced that the
course of resorting to a war of rhetoric, to smear and
innuendo, to discrimination and to the policy of force
is wrong and that, in any event, it has been shown by
experience to be ineffective. It is an old truth that anger
is a bad counsellor. Only reason and regard for one
another's interests can be good counsellors, even in rela­
tions between countries having differing social systems.
38. I can note with satisfaction that our policy of peace­
ful coexistence has been reciprocated by the governments
of all countries which have a sense of responsibility
regarding the development of the international situation.
We shall continue to seek wider contacts and more suc­
cessful talks and political consultations with other coun­
tries with a view to increasing mutual trust and improving
the international climate.
39. We are glad to see that the General Assembly in­
tends to devote much of its attention to the increasingly
urgent question of disarmament talks. During the past
years the Hungarian People's Republic has itself taken
an active part in the elaboration of several important
disarmament proposals, which still stand. Those propos­
als seek to ensure that strategic parity, guaranteeing world
peace, is maintained at the lowest possible level of arma­
ments. Regrettably, however, our proposals have not yet
received any substantive response from the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization [NATO).
40. Pending disarmament problems are numerous, and
each of them is important. If I single out some of them,
it is because I think that they are of particular significance
in the present tense international situation.
41. I refer, inter alia, to the limitation and reduction
of conventional armaments and the prohibition of chem­
ical weapons and other weapons of mass destruction.
42. But nuclear disarmament is the most pressing task
of the day. It must be tackled in order to bring about
a radical improvement in the international climate and
to avert the danger of war. The Government of the
Hungarian People's Republic therefore attaches para­
mount importance to the Soviet Union's commitment not
to be the first to use nuclear weapons under any circum­
stances. I am sure that a similar commitment by the other
nuclear Powers would be received with great relief by
international public opinion.
43. Implementation of the proposal that the nuclear­
weapon States should mutually freeze their nuclear arse­
nals would, in our view, be a significant first step forward
on the road to nuclear disarmament. Furthermore, we
believe that an agreement on the complete and general
prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests should be reached
as soon as possible and that the development of new types
of weapons and the upgrading of existing ones should
be halted. The emergence of new and more sophisticated
systems of weapons raises the danger that those weapons
will go beyond the scope of existing agreements and will
become ever more difficult to limit and control.
44. Also, we hold that strengthening the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons [resolution 2373
(XXII), annex), which is intended to prevent the spread
of nuclear weapons, and, in conjunction with it, the
creatiQn of security safeguards for non-nuclear-weapon
States are tasks closely related to nuclear disarmament.
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53. It is the earnest desire of the Hungarian Government
to see that the success achieved at Madrid will make its
favourable effect felt in other regions of the world as well.
Unfortunately, however, the policy of extremist circles
has an adverse effect on positive endeavours throughout
the world, thus hampering the efforts to eliminate the
hotbeds of crisis.
54. In the present tense international situation a great
role is being played by the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries, whose members represent the large majority
of the world's countries and population. The Seventh
Conference of Heads of State or Gov(\;mment of Non­
Aligned Countries, held at New Delhi in March, is added
proof that the non-aligned countries are actively engaged
in promoting the quest for solutions to the pressing
problems of our age. The further deepening of co-oper­
ation with them stands high in the foreign policy of the
Hungarian People's Republic.
55. The United Nations has from the outset contributed
to the formulation of principles conducive to a settlement
of the Middle East crisis. Nevertheless, we have for years
witnessed efforts to bypass the United Nations, to make
separate deals, to keep some parties out of the search for
a settlement. That explains why, more than one year after
the unanimous adoption of Security Council resolu­
tion 516 (1982), the Israeli occupation troops are still in
Lebanon and the Palestinian Arab people continues to
suffer and to be held in thrall.
56. The lack of a solution to the question of Palestine
as the key element of the Middle East crisis and the
rejection of proposals for a just and lasting settlement
are obviously liable to lead to further aggravation of the
crisis. The Hungarian Government is convinced that the
situation in the region can be settled only by an interna­
tional conference held with the participation of all the
parties concerned, including the Palestine Liberation
Organization [PLO].
57. Recently, the anxiety felt by the forces of peace has
been greatly increased by actions against the progressive
countries of Central America and the Caribbean. We
believe that those crises are equally impossible to solve
if one thinks in terms of force and places the interests
of certain Powers before everything else. A solution can
only result from respect for the right of the peoples
concerned to self-determination and from non-resort to
interference in internal affairs, military threats, intimi­
dation and economic and political pressure.
58. The Government and people of the Hungarian
People's Republic are in solidarity with the peoples of
Latin America in their struggle for national independence,
self-determination and social progress as well as against
oppression and neo-colonialist designs. We lend support
to the common actions by the countries of that continent
to achieve a negotiated settlement and to find just and
peaceful solutions for the conflicts that generate tension
in the region.
59. Similarly, the Hungarian People's Republic greatly
appreciates the efforts by the countries of Indo-China to
reduce tension in South-East Asia, and it supports the
proposals formulated at the April and July conferences
of their foreign ministers [see A/38/157 and 316).
60. The Hungarian Government attaches great impor­
tance to a peaceful solution of the question of Cyprus
that will accord with the interests of both communities
in the island country, guarantee sovereignty and the non­
aligned status of the Republic of Cyprus and rule out any
intervention from without.
61. Hungary shares the indignation of international
public opinion that the racist regime of South Africa

45. The Hungarian People's Republic is directly inter­
ested in an agreement that would provide that nuclear
weapons should not be stationed in countries where there
are no such weapons at present and should not be in­
creased in number where they are already deployed. The
establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones and zones of
peace in Europe and in other parts of the world would
greatly enhance trust and international security.
46. I should like to underline in particular the great
importance of the proposal made last January by the
States parties to the Warsaw Treaty at their Prague
meeting to the countries of NATO to conclude a treaty
on the mutual renunciation of the use of armed force and
on the maintenance of peaceful relations [see A/38/67
and CO".1]. Since the overwhelming majority of weapons
and the most destructive types are possessed by those two
alliances, I think that the conclusion of such a treaty
would be an effective measure to prevent acts threatening
peace.
47. The Hungarian People's Republic attaches the
utmost importance to the Soviet-American negotiations
on the limitation and reduction of strategic weapons and
is earnestly hopeful about their successful outcome.
48. The peaceful futur~ of mankind would be gravely
threatened by extending the arms race to outer space,
the prevention of which is sought by the highly im­
portant Soviet proposal now submitted to that effect
[A/38/194], which enjoys the full support of the Hun­
garian Government.
49. In common with many other European countries,
Hungary is concerned at the planned deployment of new
types of American nuclear weapons in Western Europe.
Upsetting the existing strategic parity is bound to entail
far-reaching consequences for peace and security not only
in Europe but also in the whole world. We believe that
the best solution would be the complete denuclearization
of Europe, an objective which we will not stop pursuing.
Until the international situation permits attainment of
that goal, we believe that reducing, and by no means
increasing, the number of medium-range nuclear missiles
is the most acceptable solution.
50. After three yearsof negotiations, the Madrid meet­
ing of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in
Europe has finished its work with the adoption of a
substantive and balanced Concluding Document. That
document is the first essential and broad East-West ac­
cord in many years, and 1 hardly need to emphasize its
special significance in the prevailing international situ­
ation. We think that the decision of the Madrid meeting
to convene a Conference on Confidence- and Security­
building Measures and Disarmament in Europe is of
exceptional importance.
51. The successful conclusion of the work of the Madrid
meeting at the level of foreign ministers holds out the
hope of continuing the multifaceted process started at
Helsinki and confirms our conviction that the more
favourable atmosphere of the 1970s will not have been
a passing episode in the history of Europe and that the
future will again belong to the policy of detente.
52. For its part, the Government of the Hungarian
People's Republic will continue to work in pursuit of that
goal and will strive, as it has striven in the past, for the
full implementation of the principles and recommenda­
tions embodied in the Helsinki Final Act and the Madrid
Concluding Document. We feel privileged that Budapest
has been chosen to be the venue for the cultural forum
to be held in 1985, as decided by the Madrid meeting,
and we shall make every effort to ensure the success of
that important event.
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continues its policy of apartheid in defiance of broad
international condemnation.
62. The intensification of the activities of the neo-colo­
nialist forces amid mounting international tension is a
particul~rly noteworthy feature of the situation with
regard to Namibia. Despite the Security Council and
General Assembly resolutions setting forth the prin­
dples of a settlement, Namibia is still prevented by the
strategic and economic interests of the South African
regime and its external supporters from acceding to
independence. Some Powers impose arbitrary conditions
not sanctioned by any United Nations resolution and
try to have the South West Africa People's Organiza­
tion [SWAPO], the sole legitimate representative of the
Namibian people, pushed into the background. The
Hungarian Government condemns such attempts and
calls for the implementation of the United Nations plan
for a settlement in accordance with the Declaration of
the Paris conference on Namibia.S

63. The worsening of international relations, the long­
drawn-out crisis of the world economy and certain polit­
ically motivated measures exercise a steady adverse effect
on nearly all areas of international economic, trading,
financial and scientific-technical co-operation. This raises
serious difficulties for countries which, like Hungary,
have a particular interest in the international division of
labour.
64. Everyone knows that the Hungarian People's Re­
public is a member of the Council for Mutual Economic
Assistance, an open economic community, and enjoys the
security and advantages offered by the co-operation of
socialist countries. At the same time, however, Hungary
is also seriously interested in strengthening economic
relations with all countries, whatever their social and
political systems.
65. We are convinced that the disorders of international
economic co-operation can be cured only by joint efforts,
by expanding co-operation based on.mutual benefit and
free from discrimination. We, for our part, intend to do
our utmost to this effect. This pursuit is dictated by our
national interests, and we think it provides the only basis
for the establishment of the new and more equitable
international economic order and the system of relations
that are rightfully demanded by the overwhelming major­
ity of the States Members of the United Nations.
66. The Hungarian People's Republic maintains that
mutual acquaintance with one another is the best means
of combatting the prejudices, national hatred and isola­
tionism that do so much damage to international rela­
tions. The Hungarian Government starts from this
premise also in respect of human contacts and human
rights. Socialist Hungary has nothing to be ashamed of
and nothing to conceal in this field either. We do not fail
to include the fundamental rights to life and work in the
sphere of human rights, and we disagree with those who
limit the scope of human rights. Their propagandistic
considerations in this area are common knowledge. But
are not the quality of life and the exercise of human rights
most directly affected when masses of people are deprived
of the possibility of becoming useful members of their
society and supporters of their families?
67. We maintain the position of principle that the inter­
national community should call attention primarily to
massive and gross violations of human rights, particularly
apartheid and other manifestations of unlawful discrim­
ination on grounds of race, colour, nationality or religion.
Suchpractices are unfortunately an everyday occurrence
in a number of countries, and, they are resolutely con­
demned by the Hungarian People's Republic.

68. The Hungarian Government believes that our
efforts should be concentrated on eliminating such phe­
nomena rather than on mounting propaganda campaigns
that reduce the lofty ideals of human rights to a device
for political designs alien to them.
69. The more tense the international situation, the
greater the responsibility for peac(;' borne by each and
every State. The Hungarian Government, wherever its
possibilities permit, assumes its share of responsibility and
selects the alternative of dialogue and negotiations rather
than confrontation. We hold the view that the United
Nations should play an important role in this endeavour,
as in the search for negotiated solutions to controversial
issues. Consequently my Government takes a resolute
stand in favour of strengthening the role and increasing
the effectiveness of the United Nations in accordance with
its Charter.
70. The Hungarian People's Republic has worked
and wishes to continue working in partnership with all
Governments in international co-operative efforts to
strengthen peace. We are convinced that there is no
disputed issue that could not be solved peacefully, by way
of negotiations. We most categorically reject the option
of allowing weapons to have the final word, which would
be a suicidal course in our time.
71. The Hungarian People's Republic, whose foreign
policy is consistent with the noble purposes and principles
of the Charter, is ready to contribute its share to the
efforts of the United Nations in pursuit of peace. Our
delegation will be guided by this spirit in the work of the
present session.
72. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish):
On behalf of the General Assembly I thank the President
of the Presidential Council of the Hungarian People's
Republic for the important statement he has just made.
73. Mr. GOMA (Zambia): Mr. President, I wish to
congratulate you on your election to the presidency of
the thirty-eighth session of the General Assembly. I am
convinced that with your vast knowledge and experience
in international relations you will ably steer this session
towards a successful conclusion. I assure you of my
delegation's full co-operation.
74. I wish also to commend your predecessor, Mr. Imre
Hollai of Hungary, for having ably presided over the
thirty-seventh session.
75. Let me also convey my delegation's appreciation to
the Secretary-General for his untiring efforts in the search
for world peace and security. We commend him for his
report on the work of the Organization [A/38/l], in
which he has defined with candour some of the major
problems that confront the world today.

Mr. Fakhoury (Lebanon), Vice-President, took the
Chair.
76. My delegation is pleased to welcome into this great
family of nations the newly independent State of Saint
Christopher and Nevis, and we look forward to working
and co-operating with this new State.
77. We meet once again against the backdrop of a
serious deterioration in the international situation. The
tension born of mutual suspicion and mistrust between
the super-Powers has of late led to particularly virulent,
bellicose and confrontational posturing and has thus
gravely polluted the international atmosphere, thereby
increasing the danger to international peace and security.
There is an element of super-Power rivalry in practically
every serious trouble-spot in the third world. We see this
in regional conflicts such as those in Central America,
Chad;',Southern Africa, the Gulf and the Middle East.
Even Namibia, a question that is concerned only with
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decolonization, has not escaped the injection of East- Economic Survey, compiled by the Secretariat's Depart-
West rivalries. ment of International Economic and Social Affairs, is
78. The grave international situation is, moreover yet another sad commentary on our inability to control
reflected in the deadlock in the initiatives to find solutio~ and develop our economic and social environment in an
in the areas of disarmament, international economic orderly and harmonious manner. It conveys further a
relations and general questions of peace and security in message which is more serious: we are slowly drifting
various parts of the world. from a crisis into a calamity, simply because we hav(~

79. This disturbing global atmosphere prompted the allowed the perpetuation of systems that can no longer
heads of State or Government of non-aligned countries bear the stresses and strains imposed on them by our
to issue the New Delhi Message at their conference last modern economic and social demands.
March [see A/38/132 and Corr.l and 2]. That was an 87. The structural imbalances and the inequalities of the
earnest appeal on the part of the Movement of Non- present world economic system were recogniz!ed nearly
Aligned Countries for a genuine global dialogue to seek two decades ago, not only by the developing countries
urgently practical, just and lasting solutions in the interest but by the industrialized world as well. It is therefore
of our common humanity. It was an appeal for a spirit distressing to note that at this time, despite the worsening
of give and take, indeed an appeal for political will on international economic situation, the hoped-for North-
the part of world statesmen. The concern of the Non- South dialogue in all essential areas has now moved from
Aligned Movement for world peace and security is indeed stalemate to retrogression.
reflected in the presence of many heads of State or Gov- 88. In the meantime, the plight of the millions of people
ernment of non-aligned countries at this session of the in many parts of the world, particularly in the developing
General Assembly. countries, who are now enveloped in a miasma of pov-
80. More than ever before, the arms race has become erty, disease, hunger and ultimately starvation, continues
the greatest peril facing mankind. It has manifested itself unabated. The question which the developing countries
in the qualitative and quantitative development of nuclear ask is what is their prospect for development and what
and conventional weapons. To these have been added new is their chance of becoming less poor? There can be no
generations of lethal chemical weapons. There is also the doubt that poverty, in its acuteness and its inequity, is
danger of extending the arms race into outer space. All an affront to human dignity. Therefore, we must all be
these developments have greatly increased the danger to concerned about it.
the &l1rvival of the human race. There is an urgent need 89. We should all recognize the current shortcomings
to halt the nuclear-arms race, to reverse it and to begin of our present economic management. We can go further
a process of genuine nuclear disarmament. by acknowledging that each and every country is intri-
81. No less urgent is the need to put a stop to the cately integrated into the world-wide economy and, there-
production and spread of conventional weapons. Con- fore, that measures adopted at the national level cannot
ventional weapons are in everyday use in all the hotbeds by themselves suffice to rectify or remedy the situation
of conflict which span the globe. Since the Second World even within national borders. That being the case, we
War, conventional weapons have been used to cause should like to take note of measures being pursued by
millions of human deaths and incalculable destruction of some industrialized countries in their bid to curb inflation
property and infrastructures. They are, therefore, a more within their borders. The strategy of reducing inflation,
serious problem than we may be inclined to think. while much appreciated by all, should be accompanied
82. The squandering of a large proportion of the by reduced interest rates if benefits are to accrue from
world's finite resources on the arms race, thereby depriv- such an appoach, lest the well-orchestrated signs of recov-
ing the world of much-needed means for development ery turn out to be a mirage.
and human progress, is scandalous. The developed world 90. The heads of State or Government of the non-
spends more on the means of destruction than the over aligned countries called for global negotiations on inter-
two billion of the fvorld's poorest people have to spend national economic co-operation for development, at their
on the means of survival. Thus at present nearly $800 bil- sixth conference, at Havana in 1979, and reiterated that
lion is being spent on armaments, while social and eco- call at the seventh conference at New Delhi this year. They
nomic development is lagging far behind acceptable levels expressed their firm conviction that global negotiations
in many parts of the third world. remained the most important and comprehensive endeav-
83. The world is thus confronted with increasing tur- our of the international community for restructuring the
bulence, uncertainty and tension. The major Powers are international economic system, accelerating development
unable to provide the one important thing that mankind of the economies of developing countries and strength-
badly needs, which is hope. We need some hope that the ening multilateral economic co-operation on the basis of
international environment can improve quickly so as to mutual benefit.
permit desirable co-operation and resolution of conflicts 91. The impasse in working out measures to enhance
by peaceful means. international co-operation cannot be attributed to any
84. Zambia regrets lack of progress in disarmament lack of effort on our part. Dw-ing the first six months
negotiations. We reaffirm our support for the view that of this year various important meetings devoted to eco-
world peace and security can be guaranteed only through nomic issues were held at the highest political level. The
general and complete disarmament under effective inter- heads of State or Government of the non-aligned coun-
national control. ~~esC~:I~~~~es~~~~~cf~eGrelnOcebal'apdopted !the [l?b~dJlaraTtih'on }.1 ,',!

85. In global affairs, politics and economics certainly rospen y I I. at .
do not divide easily into separate compartments; East- conference was closely followed by the Fifth Ministerial i !
West discord is bound to affect North-South progress. Meeting of the Group of 77, held from 28 March to ~ I
It is therefore in the economic interest of the thrr·d world 9 April at Buenos Aires, at which a message for dialogue f {
h h and consensus was adopted and later submitted to the l~ .1
tl~~~ ~~et~~ 8~:~d~ of tension between the two power sixth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade (: i

and Development at Belgrade.6 1;'he proposals agreed on ' !
86. Let me now turn to the economic problems which at those meetings have been conveyed to our partners in .CI
our world is facing today. The latest issue of the World the North, and the industrialized countries had ample ;t I
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opportunity to discuss and agree on these proposals at
the Ministerial Meeting of the Organization for Economic
Co-opention and Development and the Summit of Indus­
trialized Nations, at Williamsburg.
92. Despite those prior informal exchanges, no measure
of consensus on essential areas was reached at that fateful
session at Belgrade.
93. In today's world, where the interdependence of
nations and the interrelatedness of issues have become
facts of life, we need more than ever to discover those
points of convergence where the interests of a wider
humanity become those of its separate parts. Regrettably,
in the words of Mr. Shridath Ramphal, the Common­
wealth Secretary-General:

"The expectation that North and South would joint­
ly find a way to make the world economy both more
fair and more secure has been belied. It has been easier
to agree upon the growing interdependence of the
world economy than to face up to its implications;
easier to acknowledge that the recession is world-wide
than to accept world-wide solutions; easier to recognize
a global crisis than to accommodate the need for global
approaches to its solution."

94. It must be realized that economic recovery is not
likely to be forthcoming if done piecemeal. However,
international co-operation will be a reality only if we are
able to formulate effective international policy measures
which can be translated into concrete actions and co­
ordinatl~d national policies. Since the international policy
measures have to be all-embracing, covering develop­
ment, trade, industry, money and finance, transfer of
technology and so on, it is fitting and proper that a
OOnsensus on all these issues be reached in a global forum;
hence the urgent need to launch the global negotiations
on international economic co-operation for development.
95. Disparities in the conditions of human existence
cannot be redressed FoEthout international action. How­
ever, as President Ju.. 'ii Nyerere ofttie United Republic
of Tanzania has said:

"The problems of the third world will not wait until
we have eventually managed to introduce big changes
in the international economic institutions. In the mean­
time, we could help ourselves, and each other, if we
worked more actively to promote South-South trade­
that is trade among third world countries."

96. The questions of peace and security, disarmament
and international economic relations which I have ad­
dressed call urgently for solution.
97. I now wish to reiterate Zambia's position on a
number of specific political issues which continue to
trouble international relations and threaten world peace
and security.
98. Zambia views with grave concern the prevailing
tense situation in Central America, which is being aggra­
vated by external interference in the internal affairs of
the States in the region. This tension can be arrested only
if all the States in the region can apply the maximum
effort to resolve peacefully the issues involved. To this
end, we applaud the initiative of the Contadora Group
to bring about a negotiated settlement in the region.
99. The situation in Chad has taken a turn for the
worse. We in Zambia are concerned about the interna­
tionalization of the conflict in that country. We call for
an immediate end to all foreign intervention and inter­
ference in the internal affairs of Chad and for all con­
cerned to co-operate with the Organization of African
Unity [OAU) in its efforts to find a just ,and lasting
solution. .

100. There is an urgent need to find a lasting solution
to the problem of Western Sahara. The Saharan people
should be enabled to determine their own destiny through
a genuine referendum under the auspices of the OAU.
Until such a referendum is held, Zambia will co~tinue

to support the Saharan Arab Democratic Republic under
the leadership of the POLISARIO Front.7

101. The question of Cyprus continues to concern us
in Zambia. For this reason we urge the continuation of
intercommunal talks and the good offices of the Secre­
tary-General aimed at resolving the problem. We reaffmn
our support for the independence, sovereignty, territorial
integrity and non-aligned status of the Republic of Cyprus
and demand the withdrawal of foreign occupation forces
from the island.
102. The conflict between Iran and Iraq continues on
its ruthless and bloody path, with nCI end in sight. Its cost
in terms of human and material resources is immense and
its threat to international peace and security is a matter
of great international concern. We urge the two parties
to put an immediate end to this fratricidal conflict.

103. The situations of conflict and tension in Afghan­
istan and Kampuchea continue to be of grave concern
to my country. We believe that the problems of the two
countries have arisen because of failure to respect the
principles of non-interference and non-intervention in the
affairs of States. We call for comprehensive political
solutions to these problems which provide for the with­
drawal of all foreign forces and ensure full respect for
the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of
the two countries.
104. With regard to Korea, I wish to reiterate Zambia's
position of support for the Korean people's desire to
reunify their country peacefully in conformity with the
principles set forth in the joint South-North Communique
of 4 July 1972.8 We believe that the achievement of
reunification would be greatly facilitated by the with­
drawal of all foreign forces from South Korea.
105. Zambia deplores the increase in great-Power pres­
ence and rivalry in and around the Indian Ocean, which
is contrary to the aims and objectives of the Declaration
of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace [resolution 2832
(XXVI)]. We firmly believe that meaningful progress
should be made in giving effect to that Declaration. To·
this end we urge all States to co-operate fully to ensure
the convening of the long-delayed Conference on the
Indian Ocean, now scheduled to take place in JU:1e 1984
at Colombo.
106. The Middle East remains one of the most volatile
areas in the world. In spite of the efforts of the United
Nations, no solution appears to be in sight. On the con­
trary, the situation in the area has worsened and assumed
more and more alarming proportions, all because of the
policies and practices of Israel. Last year, for instance,
the international community witnessed the savage and
revolting Israeli invasion of Lebanon, which wreaked
havoc on innocent human life, as well as property. That
invasion was aimed at the liquidation of the Palestinians.
107. Peace and security in the Middle East will remain
elusive as long as Israel persists in its denial of the inalien­
able rights of the Palestinian people. As the General
Assembly has repeatedly stated, and as was reaffirmed
at the International Conference on the Question of Pales­
tine, held at Geneva from 29 August to 7 September, the
question of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people
is at the core of the Middle East conflict. The solution
to this'problem lies in Israel's recognition of the inalien­
able' rights of the Palestinian people and not in their
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liquidation. The international community should there­
fore guard against diversionary manoeuvres by Israel and
its collaborators on this central issue.
108. Zambia will continue to fully support the Pales­
tinian people, under the leadership of the PLO, in their
just struggle for the exercise of their inalienable rights
and the establishment ofa State of their own in Palestine.
We shall also continue to demand immediate and uncon­
ditional Israeli withdrawal from all Arab territories occu­
pied since 1967.
109. I now wish to deal with the situation in southern
Africa, where we continue to confront three major
problems whose impact on the region is of gigantic
proportions and which pose a threat to international
peace and security: namely, the liberation and genuine
independence of Namibia; apartheid and minority rule
in South Africa; and the destabilization of independent
neighbouring States by South Africa. All these problems
have been brought about and are kept alive by ~he apart­
heid regime of South Africa. Thus, the apartheid regime
of South Africa is the rogue in southern Africa.
110. The question of Namibia's independence con­
tinues to arouse grave anxiety and frustration. As we
meet today, the independence of Namibia is as remote
as ever. There does not seem to be any end to the blocks
that are constantly being set up on the road to Namibia's
independence.
Ill. We are meeting in the aftermath of the Secretary­
General's recent visit to southern Africa and the submis­
sion of his report on the visit, dated 29 August 1983.9
It is clear from his report that South Africa continues
to predicate Namibia's independence on the withdrawal
of Cuban forces from Angola. This position of South
Africa, engineered by the United States of America, is
responsible for the failure to implement Security Council
resolution 435 (1978), despite the fact that virtually all
relevant issues have been resolved.
112. I should like to reiterate Zambia's position that the
claimed linkage being insisted upon is unquestionably
illegal, irrational, irrelevant, diversionary and, there­
fore, totally unacceptable. The question of the presence
of Cuban forces in Angola is a bilateral matter between
the Governments of the two sovereign States, that is,
Angola and Cuba. It has nothing to do with South
Africa's withdrawal from Namibia. Zambia rejects any
attempt to shift responsibility for the delay in resolving
the Namibian issue on to Angola. The introduction of
the extraneous issue of linkage is also designed to turn
the independence of Namibia into an East-West problem.
Zambia insists that the question of Namibia should be
seen in its proper perspective and must remain a purely
decolonization matter.
113. It is the hope of my delegation that the Security
Council will soon meet to take appropriate measures for
the implementation of its resolution 435 (1978). The
Council has a responsibility, indeed a duty, to take prac­
tical measures to ensure implementation of its own reso­
lution without further delay.
114. It is evident that unless the implementation process
begins immediately, the conflict in Namibia will escalate.
The Namibian people will justifiably intensify thelrstrug­
gle for freedom and independence. Human life will con­
tinue to be lost, property to be destroyed. In these
circumstances, it is incumbent upon all freedom-loving
and justice-upholding countries and peoples to increase
their material and other forms of support to SWAPO,
the sole authentic representative of the Namibian people,
so that aquick end to the conflict can be secured through
all means.

115. With regard to South Africa, let me state what we
all know: there is in that country an open and continued
gross violation of the basic human and democratic prin­
ciples of justice, freedom, equality, respect for the human
person, and majority rule. This is not a matter of failu~e
in the implementation of accepted human and democratIc
principles. Those in power in South Africa are not strug­
gling to attain these principles; they are deliberately and
actively organizing South African society so as to destroy
the hold of these principles on the minds of men. The
abhorrent policy and practice of apartheid, the dismem­
berment and bantustanization of South Africa, the cur­
rent so-called constitutional reforms, South Africa's
continued stranglehold on Namibia and the destabiliza­
tion of neighbouring independent States are all geared
towards this goal.
116. Justice, freedom, equality, human dignity, major­
ity rule and national independence are values of life to
be cherished; they are not mere political or philosophical
concepts. When oppressed or colonized people struggle
for justice, for their dignity, for their liberty and for their
independence, they do so to uphold these values and to
preserve them for mankind as a whole. This is precisely
what the oppressed and colonized peoples of South Africa
and Namibia are struggling for. It is against this back­
ground that we in Africa and in our region support the
liberation struggles in South Africa and Namibia.
117. Under the prevailing circumstances, the oppressed
people of South Africa have been left with no other
alternative but to fight for their birthright, to regain their
freedom, justice and human dignity. The recent spate of
bombings in the land of apartheid is a living testimony
to the determination of the oppressed people there to
carry out the struggle to its logical conclusion.
118. In response to that challenge, the racist regime has
intensified its suppression in the vain hope that it will
subdue the oppressed masses. However, there can be no
turning the clock back in South Africa. Apartheid will
certainly be dismantled; freedom and majority rule will
certainly be secured in South Africa, however long it may
take to achieve that. The question is thus really one of
the method of achieving these goals, through violence and
armed struggle, or through peaceful change.
119. In recent times there have been a number of ~on­
taets and meetings between representatives of some front­
line States and those of the South African regime. At the
same time we have witnessed continuing and increasing
aggressive activities being perpetrated by the South Mri­
can regime and by bandits and dissident groups recruited,
trained, financed and armed by it against other States in
southern Africa, resulting in the destruction of.human
life and transport and economic infrastructures in these
States. To this day, South African troops are illegally
occupying part of Angola, while Mozambique and Leso­
tho, in particular, continue to be subjected to severe
economic and mili~arv pressures by the South Mrican
regime. These are not"the actions of a regime that wants
to see peace and stability brought about quickly in our
region or to see peaceful resolution of the problems we
confront in it. Maybe the South African regime regards
such contacts and meetings as nothing more than tactical
opportunities to hoodwink the world into believing that
it is prepared to participate in the quest for peaceful and
constructive change in southern Africa in general and in
South Africa in particular, whereas what it seeks is to
consolidate the present unacceptable situation.
120. South Afric.a's acts of aggression and destabiliza­
tion of neighbouring States in defence of apartheid will
not cow those States into submission. For its part,
Zambia remains committed to the total eradication of
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apartheid and minority rule and to this end will continue
to render support to the oppressed people of South Africa
and the national liberation movement, the African Na­
tional Congress of South Africa.
121. We in Zambia are distressed by the somewhat
ambivalent posture of some Members of this Organiza­
tion who are friends and allies of South Africa. On the
one hand they profess abhorrence of apartheid, while on
the other they pursue policies that are supportive of a
regime whose policies are deeply rooted in that same
diabolical system. Furthermore, when called upon'to
apply comprehensive sanctions against South Africa or
to use other forms of the enormous leverage they un­
doubtedly have with that country to bring about desirable
change by peaceful means, these countries continue to
plead their preference for persuasion, but at the same time
they disclaim effective power to persuade. The regime has
in fact interpreted such a posture of its allies and friends
as an endorsement and approval of its internal as well
as its external policies and practices.
122. It is against this background that we call upon all
those countries that have leverage with South Africa,
whether through economic, military or other ties, to come
out boldly and unambiguously and use their influence to
persuade South Africa to cease all acts of aggression and
destabilization against its neighbours and, above all, to
abandon the system of apartheid.
123. We appeal to the international community to give
all possible material and humanitarian assistance to the
oppressed peoples of Africa who are victims of the apart­
heid regime. In addition, we call upon the international
community to come to the aid of such countries as Leso­
tho, Mozambique and Angola, which are constantly
subjected to economic and political blackmail and sabo­
tage as well as military incursions by the apartheid regime
of South Africa.
124. Finally, I wish to reaffirm Zambia's faith in the
United Nations. Although its conception was rooted in
the past and its edifice erected subsequent to times of war,
it remains the only appropriate international forum for
finding solutions to major world problems today. It is,
therefore, incumbent upon all of us as States Members
of the OrganizatiQ!! to reaffirm our continued commit­
ment to the purposes ~md principles of the United Nations
and to summon the necessary political will to make this
institution work.
125. Mr. AZIZ (Iraq) (interpretation/rom Arabic): I
wish first to congratulate the President on his election
to that office. My delegation is confident that he will
conduct this session with complete success. For our part,
we are fully prepared to co-operate with him to bring the
work of this session to a successful conclusion, strengthen
the role of the United Nations in solving international
problems, and lay firm foundations for peace in the
world.
126. It gives me pleasure to welcome the accession of
Saint Christopher and Nevis to membership in the United
Nations. I wish it progress and am sure it will make an
effective contribution to the work of the Organization.
127. It is not often that the delegation of my country
has begun its statement to the Assembly by addressing
itself to issues that are of particular concern to Iraq. Iraq
has always shown and continues to show serious and
sincere interest in the major issues of its own area and
in international issues of a wider scope. Our delegation
has also focused on those issues which have had the effect
of promoting the attainment of mankind's goals of liber­
ation, progress and peace. But the aggression that has
continued against my country for more thanthree years

now cannot but assume the highest degree of importance
among the issues with which our delegation is concerned
and which it wishes to submit for discussion in this
session.
128. For the fourth time since 1980 we meet here in this
Hall while war continues to rage, with the regime in power
in Teheran insisting on maintaining and widening the
cOllflict and persistently pursuing its aggressive and ex­
pansionist designs and ambitions.
129. It is not for the first time that the Assembly is
hearing about the controversies relating to this conflict,
whether within the framework of the United Nations, the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries or the Organization
of the Islamic Conference, or on the bilateral level.
130. There has been some confusion with regard to the
circumstances which led to the outbreak of the war. On
several occasions in the past, representatives have heard
various arguments and statements from both our dele­
gation and the delegation ofthe other side. Iraq, however,
firmly believing in the justice of its cause and having full
confidence in the validity of its position, has now settled
the argument. Iraq has invited the international commu­
nity to arbitrate in this issue. We have submitted a pro­
posal to this effect to the Islamic Good Offices Com­
mittee and to the Non-Aligned Movement, and our
proposal was reiterated at the Seventh Conference of
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Coun­
tries, which met at New Delhi. We are reaffirming it now
in the forum of the United Nations. '
131. The Iraqi proposal calls for the formation of a
neutral arbitration committee to determine which side
started the aggression and the war and which side bears
the responsibility for continuing the war all this time, with
all the human and material losses that it has entailed. Iraq
is prepared to accept the results of such arbitration.
132. If the other side dares see the truth uncovered in
an objective manner, we urge it to accept this just, bal­
anced and practical proposal. We hope the General
Assembly will also support our proposal and entrust its
implementation to the Secretary-General, who has been
asked by the Security Council to undertake peace efforts.
133. While this constitutes the logical and sound solu­
tion to this problem, I do not think that anyone in the
Hall is unaware of the well-known fact that it is the
regime in power in Teheran which refuses to end the war
and insists on its continuation. Iraq has agreed to all
initiatives calling for an end to the war since 28 September
1980, when it unhesitatingly accepted Security Council
resolution 479 (1980). Iraq has also accepted all the
initiatives of the Islamic Good Offices Committee and
responded positively to the initiatives of the Non-Aligned
Movement. It has undertaken many initiatives of its own,
calling for a cease-fire on religious occasions in order to
provide the proper climate for ending the war. It has
proposed the conclusion of a special agreement with Iran
forbidding attacks against villages and cities and all
civilian installations with a view to protecting human lives
and material property.
134. In all these initiatives and deliberations Iraq did
not set any pre-conditions. It has always expressed its
readiness for a cease-fire and declared its wish to establish
permanent peace with its neighbour based on the princi­
ples of the Charter, mutual respect and non-interference
in internal affairs.
135. You are all well aware of the attitudes of the
Iranian government. This regime has earned for itself the
discreditable distinction of being the only one in the world
to reject Security Council cease-fire resolutions. It has
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138. Within the framework of the search for guarantees
of security and stability in the Arab Gulf area-a sensitive
region involving the interests of many countries of the
world-Iraq, speaking through its President, Mr. Saddam
Hussein, on 7 June 1983 called for the conclusion of a
bilateral agreement between Iran and Iraq under the
auspices of the United Nations with a view to ending all
military operations in the Gulf ar~a as a whole. This
responsible proposal would bring many benefit·\ to the
conflicting parties, banish a large part of the ~nxieties

and tensions prevailing in the countries of the region and
ensure the flow of oil and free trade in the Arab Gulf
area. It would also help tackle the problems of pollution
in the Gulf. Ifefforts or pressures should prove necessary
to achieve these goals, they should be directed towards
the regirile in power in Teheran to ensure its acceptance
of this practical, responsible and balanced proposal. I
earnestly hope that the proposal will meet with acceptance
and that the Secretary-General will take the necessary
steps to have it implemented in the way he deems appro­
priate for supporting his necessary initiatives. My Gov­
ernment is perfectly willing to co-operate with him in all
sincerity and with all seriousness, but we emphasize in
this regard that thes\: questions should not be dealt with
in a manner that would diminish the effort required to
end the war. The international community, and the
United Nations in particular, has the direct responsibility
to end this war. A special responsibility devolves upon
the permanent members of the Security Council, which,
in view of their special position in the Council and the
realities of international relations, assume additional
obligations with regard to the maintenance of interna­
tional peace and security.
139. It is the duty of all these parties ~o persuade, if
not force, Iran to end the war, which has lasted for such
a long time and is now threatening the entire region with
grave dangers.
140. We say this although we know well the details of
the efforts and attempts which have been made to end
the war. But we must state frankly here that those efforts
have been fa!" from adequate. Some of them have lacked
the requisite measure of seriousness, continuity and per­
severance; they could be described as efforts undertaken
in a spirit of feigning action just to avoid blame rather
than in the spirit of commitment, to say nothing of
sacrifice, which is needed in order to put an end to this
destructive and dangerous conflict. I would point out here
the fact that all these initiatives have long been suspended.
We also wish to point out, in all frankness, that there
are plans aimed at prolonging the war to achieve certain
selfish benefits or implement questionable scenarios in
our region. We know all these t~ngs and we know who
is behind them. We adv~se those who concoct them to
abandon their games and stop playing with fire. We also
tell them, in all frankness, that we cannot remain indif­
ferent to their activities and that we shall not fall prey
to treachery and deception. Our will is our own, and we
have sufficient means to defend our security and our
sovereignty. Our people have a will of steel; they have
the cap~,bilityand they have inexhaustible resources with
which to defend their lives, their dignity, and their sov­
ereignty:md make the aggressor understand by tangible
means that the cost of continuing his aggression will be
very high indeed.
141. Besides t,he aggression against my country by the
Iranian regime, there is the continued Zionist aggression
from which the Arab nation and the Palestinian people
have suffered for decades. The regime in power in Tel
Aviv is based on racism, expansionism and aggression.
It is a regime which scorns international law and all
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also earned for itself the bad reputation of officially and
ceaselessly expressing the wish to continue the war, to
occupy Iraqi territory and to change the system of gov­
ernment in Iraq as well as in other countries of the area.
Here I would like to draw the attention of representa­
tives to the glaring discrepancy between the statements
and declarations of the representatives of the Iranian
regime in international forums and those emanating from
the true authorities inside Iran. Words spoken in this HaIl
can have no serious meaning and cannot be regarded as
honest if they are not in line with the official and existing
positions taken by Governments. We can present hun­
dreds of proofs attesting to the ambitious designs of the
Teheran regime on our country. There are official Iranian
declarations ind~!'~ting that Iranian forces have occupied
parts of Iraqi territory and expressing the determination
of the Teheran rulers to occupy more territory, including
villages and towns. These declarations also point to the
insistence of those rulers on interfering in our internal
affairs, and some of these declarations have been circu~

lated as official records of the Security Council and the
General Assembly. Such are the official and existing
attitud.es that ought to count, rather than the embellished
words, full of hypocrisy, offered from the forums of
international conference~ and meetings for the purpose
of deceiving and misleading international public opinion
and avoiding pressure.

136. The history of the ruling clique in Iran abounds
with attempts at blackmail. During the last few weeks,
they came up with a fresh attempt of this kind when they
launched their threats to close the Strait of Hormuz and
prevent the Arab Gulf countries from exporting their oil.
In fact, by its cont;;1Ued armed aggression against my
country, the Iranian regime has deprived Iraq of the
possibility of exporting its oil and engaging in free trade
in the Gulf area. This constitutes an explicit threat to the
vital interests of Iraq. Iraq, however, will not stand with
arms folded before such a situatkm, nor can it be expected
to submit to Iranian blackmail. I am sure that the States
of the region, which cherish their dignity and indepen­
dence, will not, for their part, submit to this sort ofcheap
blackmail. They have adequate means to deal with it. But
it seems strange indeed that certain international quarters
should see nothing wrong in this cheap blackmail and try
to adopt attitudes that, if implemented, would only
encourage the aggressor to persist in aggression and
blackmail. We wish to make our position unequivocally
clear: we are not prepared to tolerate blackmail by the
regime in power in Teheran on the one side, and black­
mail by the regime in power in Tel Aviv on the other.
Our peoples have the will, the dignity and the strength
that will enable them to withstand such blackmail and
to make the aggressors see that their acts of aggression
will inevitably cost them dear.

137. Iraq has always been concerned to see that peace
and stability prevail in its area and that foreign influence
be kept away from that area. This position ofours is quite
clear and free from ambiguity. However, it shonk~ be
equally clear that security, stability and prosperl.~yshOUld
extend to all and be the responsibility of all. To shift the
entire responsibility to one party with no regard to its
security, its stability and its interests would be a most
abnormal state of affairs. If anyone were to take such
a position, Iraq would certainly not accept it. Iraq is
prepared to undertake a joint, responsible search for ways
to guarantee the security, stability and prosperity of the
States of the area and the world at large, Jut only on
condition that it will itself be assured of its rightful share
of security, stability and prosperity rather than being
askeG to pay the whole price alone.
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human considerations. It refuses most impudently to
implement General Assembly and Security Council res­
olutions. It imposes on the region policies of terrorism,
expansionism and destruction.
142. This fascist regime has a strange theory of security,
a theory which is contrary to all the norms observed by
the international community and to all the laws and
customs of mankind. It allows itself to occupy the terri­
tories of others and to launch raids on neighbouring
countries on the pretext that it is protecting its security,
whereas all the world knows that it is that regime alone
which has threatened and continues to threaten security
and stability in the region.
143. My country was subjected to a flagrant aggression
by that fascist regime when, on 7 June 1981, taking advan­
tage of the circumstances created by the war of aggression
waged by its fellow in thinking and in action, the Teheran
regime, it attacked our installations for the peaceful uses
of nuclear energy.
144. If a number of States in this or any other region
were to adopt the Israeli theory of security and the the­
ories of the rulers in Teheran, who give themselves the
right to expand and to chaLge regimes, one could imagine
how much anarchy, insecurity and instability would
prevail in the whole world.
145. Such theories and practices must be resisted with
all our might and by all the means at hand. We call upon
all the countries of the world to resist these irresponsible
actions. In particular, we call upon the United States of
America to desist from supplying the Zionist aggressors
with military and financial support and stop providing
them with a political cover. All the world knows that
without the support by all possible means given to this
regime by the United States, it would not have been able
to persist in its aggression. It is not our wish that the
United States should be an accomplice in the Zionist
aggression against the Arab nation, but its continued
support for the aggressors and the political cover it pro­
vides them with makes it, in fact, an accomplice-and
an active one at that.
146. The fact that the United States boycotted the
International Conference on the Question of Palestine
held recently at Geneva confIrms United States complicity
with the Zionists in their denial of the rights of t~.e Pal­
estinian people. Be that as it may, the Geneva Declaration
on Palestine 10 has made it quite clear that the interna­
tional community affirms these rights, and the Pro­
gramme of Action which the Conference adopted 10 lays
the sound foundations for dealing with the issue. We call
upon all Members of the Organization to do their utmost
to support the Geneva Declaration and to implement the
recommendations of the Conference in order to establish
peace and stability in the area.
147. We also urge States, and particularly those Western
States which co-operate with the Tel Aviv regime on both
the bilateral and the multilateral levels, to re-examine the
ethical validity of s~ch co-operation, especially in the
military and economic fields, as well as the legal basis
on which it rests. While declaring that they do not give
political or legal recognition to annexation by the Zionist
entity of occupied Arab territory, these States deal with
it in the economic, commercial and fInancial fields as if
it were a normal entity which does not annex the terri­
tories of others by force or illegally exploit their natural
resources. This kind of normal dealings with Tel Aviv
will only encourage the aggressor to persist in the policy
of seizing lands and annexing territories by force and
constitutes an acceptance of· the de facto situation im­
posed by that policy.

148. Such attitudes cannot be explained in terms of
even-handedness or neutrality. When there is an aggressor
who persists in aggression and who refuses to listen to
the voice of the international community with regard to
the restoration of justice and peace, then it is not being
neutral, objective or even-handed to provide that aggres­
sor with assistance or to deal with him by such means
as allow him in fact to continue his aggression and his
irresponsible behaviour.

149. We must recall here the r.esolutions adopted by
both the General Assembly and tbe Security Council on
the annexation by the Zionist entity of Arab Jerusalem
and its declaration of that city as its capital. Any State
which decides to transfer its embassy to the Holy City
of Jerusalem not only encourages the Zionist entity to
continue its policy of aggression, but also participates in
that aggression, flagrantly chailenging the rights of the
Palestinian people as well as this Organization and its
Charter and contributing to the weakening and diminu­
tion of the status of the United Nations.

150. Iraq supports with all its power the just struggle
being waged by the Palestinian Arab people to regain its
inalienable rights in its own land and its own home,
Palestine. We also reaffIrm our support and backing for
the PLO as the sole legitimate representative of the Pal­
estinian Arab people. The attitude of certain States,
including the United States, which deny recognition to
that organization and refuse to deal with it as the sole
legitimate representative of the Palestinian Arab people,
reflects their total partiality to the Zionist aggressors and
bears no relation to the true situation in our area and in
the world as a whole. Such an attitude has no legal
justification. Those who are really concerned with peace
and justice in our region and in the world at large should
abandon that anomalous attitude, recognize the facts and
deal with legitimacy.

151. There have been attempts at the political and
physiulliquidation of the PLO. More than a year ago,
the Zionist invasion of Lebanon was undertaken with a
view to liquidating the PLO and murdering the Pales­
tinian Arab people. Sordid massacres were committed
against that people, supervised and carried out by the
leaders of the Tel Aviv regime and their armed forces,

152. In the West Bank there has been an acceleration
of organized acts of terrorism against the Palestinian
people and of attempts to have Palestinians deported
from the land of their forefathers. The plans of the rulers
of Tel Aviv to establish settlements in usi1.~Arab lands
continue to be implemented. This colonial PIOject should
stop immediately. We are truly amazed at the attitude
of the United States, which offers excuses for this colonial
project, which is contrary to all international law, to
human rights and to United Nations resolutions.

153. The time has come for the international commu­
nity to go beyond condemnation of this policy and its
results and to·proceed to make use of the measures set
forth in the Charter to thwart this colonial project and
to take a stand against the policies of terror and repression
carried out by the rulers of Tel Aviv against the Pales­
tinian Arab people.

154. Needless to say, Iraq's fIrm position is to support
the PLO and its legitimate leadership. Iraq rejects and
condemns all attempts to weaken or fragment the PLO
or to rob it of its political will. Whatever their pretext,
such policies can only serve the purposes of the Zionist
plan to liquidate the PLO and to deprive the Palestinian
Arab people of its ability to eVJ)ress itself both by active
struggle and by political means.
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Second World War the per capita gross domestic product
has declined in many developing countries, and the pIices
of basic commodities have fallen in real terms to their
lowest level in 50 years. The access of the exports of
developing countries to the markets of the developed
countries is being greatly reduced. Consequently, the
revenue of developing countries from those exports has
decreased, while the interest on loans to them has soared,
a matter which has led to considerable deficits in their
balances of payments and to substantial increases in their
debt obligations.
163. The developing countries, which have borne the
greater part of the burden resulting from the rmancial
crisis in international economic relations, have tried
sincerely to enter into dialogue with the industrial coun­
tries. They have submitted practical and realistic pro­
posals to find a way out of the present crisis. The best
example of those initiatives is the Economic Declaration
of the Seventh Conference of Heads of State or Govern­
ment of Non-Aligned C.ountries [see A/38/132 and
Corr.l and2], which contained new ideas and construc­
tive proposals, both short-term and long-term, to deal
with the international economic situation. The final
document of the Fifth Ministerial Meeting of the Group
of 77, held at Buenos Aires from 28 March to 9 April,6

also contained realistic proposals and draft resolutions
which were subsequently submitted to the sixth session
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel­
opment at Belgrade in June. But all those initiatives, as
well as the desire to institute a permanent constructive
dialogue, were met with rejection and inflexibility on the
part of some industrial countries, and the opportunity
offered by the sixth session to introduce new approaches
that might serve the international community a~ a whole
was missed as a result.
164. The present session of the General Assembly fol­
lows a number of extremely important conferences held
this year which issued documents that merit serious study.
This session offers another excellent opportunity for
deliberations and consultations on the follow-up steps
that should be taken with regard to the important pro­
posals put forward by the developing countries. It is our
hope that the industrial States will respond in a construc­
tive spirit so that solutions may be found that will benefit
all the peoples of the world.
165. As a developing country, Iraq has worked in all
international forums in support of proposals to introduce
structural changes in the world economy to make it more
equitable. It is also the view of Iraq that international
economic co-operation is a matte - Jf the utmost impor­
tance, and no group of States, no matter how great their
economic power, can alone avert the effects of the present
crisis.
166. Economic co-operation among the developing
countries has become an important factor in international
economic rebtions. Iraq has made such co-operation one
of the main goals of its foreign policy. This approach has
been translated into practical action, as represented by
the loans and con:essionary assistance which Iraq has
offered to other developing countries; but the circum­
stances created by the Iranian aggression against our
country that has continued for more than three years have
led Iraq to discontinue its assistance for the time being.
167. It is our hope that during this session tangible
progress will be made towards rmding solutions to all the
political and economic problems I have spoken about,
which are of interest to all mankind.
168. Sheikh AL-SABAH (Kuwait) (interpretation/ram
Arabic): It is my pleasure at the outset to congratulate

155. The rulers ofTeI Aviv continue today to implement
their blueprint for the establishment of a Greater Israel.
They are bearing down heavily on Lebanon, that small
and weak Arab country, in an attempt to appropriate for
themselves part of its territory. The redeployment,of the
Israeli forces in Lebanon is an overt attempt to maintain
the Zionist occupation of substantial parts of Lebanese
territory with a view to anneXing them eventually to their
fascist expansionist regime.
156. Since the Zionist invasion of Lebanon, the United
Nations has adopted many resolutions calling for the total
and unconditional withdrawal of Israeli forces from all
Lebanese territory. The rulers ofTel Aviv, however, with
their well-known contempt for the Organization and for
international public opinion, have refused to comply with
those resolutions, and th.~y continue v:., occupy substantial
parts of Lebanese territory.
157. We emphasize here the need to adhere to principles
and to apply the international decisions relating to the
preservation of the unity and sovereignty of Lebanon and
preventing any party from partitioning that country
through the impo~;tion of a de facto situation, of a
capitulation or of an exchange of benefits in order to
expand at the expense of this small and peaceful country.
158. Iraq hereby reaffirms its total solidarity with the
Lebanese people in its efforts to preserve its sovereignty,
independence and territorial unity and to impose its own
independent will in the decisions it takes. Iraq will do all
it can, especially within the Ara'J framework, to assist
Lebanon and its people to achieve those aims.
159. When we call for and work towards the establish­
ment of a just peace in our area and for our Arab people,
we in Iraq are not unaware of the climate of tension that
prevails in many parts of the world and of the wars raging
in more than one area. The majority of such crises are
caused by policies of force and hegemony, by attempts
to acquire spheres of influence, by interference in the
internal affairs of States and by Don--respect for the will
of their peoples to live in freedom and peace. Worthy
of attention also is the grave acceleration of the anus race,
especially in the nuclear field, and the acquisition of a
nuclear capability by racist entities such as South Africa
and the Zionist entity. Such a capability will enable them
to engage in nuclear balckmail so that they may persist
in their radst and aggressive policies in Palestine, South
Africa and Namibia, which continues to suffer under the
illegal occupation of Pretoria. We support the struggle
of liberation movements in southern Africa, which aim
to secure freedom, dignity and equality for the peoples
there.
160. It is nece£sary to call attention also to the tense
situation in Central America and the Caribbean region.
Based on our firm principles, we reject all forms of
interference in the internal affairs of peoples and urge
that solutions to the problems of this c.:rea be sought
through negotiations, without the use or threat of use of
force.
161. Finally, it is necessary te point to the deterioration
in the international economic situation, especially that
of the developing countries, which suffer from grave
problems which are discussed in detail by the General
Assembly every year. It is regrettable that no progress
has been made so far towards solving these problems or
towards easing the difficulties of the developing countries.
162. The present crisis in international economic rela­
tions, with the widening gap between the developing and
the developed countries, constitutes one of the gravest
of problems and is a source of instability threatening
world peace and security. For the first time since the
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the President on his election as President of the thirty­
eighth session of the General Assembly. I trust that his
long experience and high qualifications will be a great help
to the session in reaching the results we all seek.
169. At the same time, I should like to thank the Presi­
dent of the preceding session, Mr. Imre Hollai, for the
wisdom he displayed while conducting the affairs of that
session.
170. I should like also to express our appreciation of
the efforts made by the Secretary-General to consolidate
the role of the United Nations and increase its efficiency.
171. Kuwait, which believes the world Organization is
but a reflection of international society, would like to
congratulate the State of Saint Christopher and Nevis on
joining the United Nations and takes this opportunity to
express its conviction that that new Member will respect
its international commitments and fulfIl its responsibilities
in a capable ~md competent manner.
172. I should like us all to look back and recall together
the gist of th~ statements made during the general debate
at the thirty-seventh session. Those statements concen­
trated on the spirit of hope and optimism expressed in
the Secretary-General's report on the work ofthe Organ­
ization, which courageously and realistically diagnosed
the weaknesses in the international situation that were
threatening to lead to the brink of disaster and the effec­
tive role that the United Nations should play regarding
the world order, and offered valuable suggestions for the
course of treatment.
173. Now that a full year has passed since the presen­
tation of that report, on which the Security Council
continues its consultations, we must ask ourselves respon­
sibly and honestly what has been done to translate the
letter and spirit of the report into reality. What contri­
bution have we made to improve the bleak image of our
world today, to eliminate or defuse the hotbeds of inter­
national conflict and to enhance the role and effectiveness
of the world Organization? .
174. Regrettably, the response to all those questions
must be negative, for the international situation has not
improved, the role of the United Nations has not become
more prominent or assertive and the Organization has not
b~ome more effective. On the contrary, grave events
persist on the international scene, with all their dangerous
implications with regard to war and peace, backwardness
and development. Last year the world witnessed, as it
continues to witness, the occupation of Lebanon, the
destruction of Beirut, the refusal of Israel to comply with
Security Council resolutions regarding the immediate and
unconditional withdrawal of its forces, the escalation of
oppressive actions in the occupied Arab lands, the con­
tinuance and escalation of the war between Iraq and Iran,
the grave tension in Central America with all its danger­
ous potential, the escalation of racist oppression in south­
ern Africa and the continued deterioration of the situation
in Afghanistan and Kampuchea. But that is not all. There
are also problems relating to the economic and social
fields as' well as human rights.
175. The big Powers bear the primary responsibility for
the deterioration of the current world situation. The
international community has seen how the narrow special
interests of those Powers have been given precedence at
the expense in the long term of the common interests of
the majority of the nations of the world. It has also
seen how they use situations not for the purpose of
liolving' problems, but rather for the purpose of in­
cluding them in their strategic plans. The inability of the
United Nations to solve various problems is,but a reflec­
tion of the general international situation. The big

Powers increasingly push the Organization towards the
periphery of events instead of using it as the prime mover
in the settlement of the serious crisis.

176. Kuwait's responsible attitude is that this situation
is not in keeping with the hopes and aspirations of man­
kind for peace, progress and justice, the very hopes and
aspirations which are embodied in the ideals and concepts
(j,f the Charter, for whose preservation mankind has
carried out a bitter struggle.

177. The question of Palestine has been the focal point
of attention since the creation of the United Nations. It
has been discussed at all General Assembly sessions. The
first international conference sponsored by the United
Nations on the question of Palestine was held recently,
which in itself is an indication of the importance of this
question and its relationship to world peace a~d security.

178. It is clear to the world that the question of Palestine
is the basic problem in the Middle East and the nucleus
of the Arab-Israeli conflict, and until the international
community imposes a just, permanent and comprehensive
solution which is acceptable to the Palestinian people and
satisfies its national ambitions, there will be no peace in
the region, the state of conflict will persist and world
peace and security will remain jeopardized.

179. Through the ages it has been proved by experience,
particularly in the Middle East area, that force, no matter
how heavy and how varied its methods, will never succeed
in uprooting national feelings or forcing rightful owners
to relinquish their rights. On the contrary, people cling
to their rights and defend their principles. Therefore, we
reiterate the principles on which peace in the region must
be based and which are accepted by the international
community and were asserted recently in the Geneva
Declaration on Palestinf' "'nd the Programme of Action
set forth by the International Conference on the Question
of Palestine. IO These are: unconditional Israeli with­
drawal from all Arab lands occupied since 1967, including
the Holy City of Jerusalem; the restoration of the inalien­
able national rights of the Palestinian people, including
the right of the Palestinians to return to their homeland
and recover their properties and their right to self-deter­
mination and to establish their own independent State;
recognition of the PLO as the sole legitimate representa­
tive of the Palestinian people; and the cessation of the
establishment of Israeli settlements and the dismantling
of those already established in the occupied Arab lands.

180. The real catastrophe of the Palestinian people
regrettably reflects, in one of its aspects, the weakness
of the international will and its submission to the logic
of force instead of defence of truth and justice. In spite
of the international attention to and awareness of the
Palestinian question, and in spite of the various confer­
ences and resolutions, this question remains unsolved. In
fact it is becoming more and more complicated and tense
because of Israel's policy of jait accompli in continuing
its aggression to keep the world preoccupied with what
is new and co forget what is old. Israel has ignored all
the resolutions of the United Nations, in particular those
of the Security Council, aided and abetted by the United
States, whose unlimited support includes all the financial,
military and moral support that Israel needs. This has
made Israel an instrument of United States strategy in
the region at the expense of the legitimate interests and
the historic rights of the rest of the region's nations.

181. It has become quite obvious that as long as the
United..8tates is conferring this kind of immunity on Israel
and pr6tecting it from the implementation of the inter­
national will, the settlement of the Palestinian question
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will remain unattainable. Therefore Kuwait invites the 190. The cause of peace and security in any part of the
United States to take a balanced look at that principal world is indivisible, and nations cannot allow that danger,
question. An unbalanced view could threaten the security which threatens the peace and security of the world, to
and interests of a great number of the nations of the continue, grow and bear along with it human and eco-
world. nomic forces, diverting them from their natural course
182. Driven by its aggressive tendencies and expansion- in the service of man and of peace, without taking com-
ist and racist philosophies, Israel has committed another mon action to stop the war. Kuwait feels that the big
crime in Lebanon, one which started a year ago and is Powers and the Security Council have a certain respon-
still going on, by occupying its land, dispersing its people sibility to take quick and serious action to stop this war.
and perpetrating massacres unprecedented in the history 191. The strategically located Arabian Gulf area has
of mankind. Israel, with its military brute force, still always been a focal point of attention for the big Powers,
refuses to withdraw from Lebanon and makes uncom- which were always looking for footholds there, and to
promising conditions which only reveal its real intention such an extent that with their political awareness, the
to continue the occupation. peoples of the region soon realized the far-reachang im-
183. The international community, embodied in this portance of co-operation among themselves in various
Organization, bears a primary responsibility for restoring spheres as an exemplary,deterrent to surrounding dangers.
security and stability to that blighted land. First and The Gulf Co-operation Council has asserted that it repre-
foremost is the responsibility to deter the Zionist entity sents the consensus and unity of purpose of the member
and force it to withdraw from Lebanese territory, instead States. The Council expressed the natural truth that the
of supporting it with more supplies of the machines of preservation of the peace, security and stability of the
war and destruction and providing a political cover for Gulf area is the collective responsibility of its States,
its practices, which are contrary to the principles of justice without foreign intervention of any kind. The Council
and international law. has proved in the short period of its existence that it is

an important and effective political and economic instru-
184. The Israeli invasion of Lebanese territory has ment, and the results of its efforts are beginning to show
created internal complications which have almost dis- clearly in the region.
rupted the Lebanese entity. It has also created devastation
and destruction. The brothers and friends of Lebanon 192. Kuwait, which supports all international efforts to
were duty-bound to stand by it in its plight. Efforts were implement the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone
made and many initiatives were taken to preserve its of Peace [resolution 2832 (XXVI)], views that concept
people, its sovereignty, its national integrity and even its from its deep conviction that the whole Asian continent
national cohesion. The world has seen the positive results is in need of peace so as to allow its valuable economic
of the initiatives of the sister Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: resources and natural wealth to be developed under
its good offices and its extensive efforts to get the parties programmes beneficial to its peoples. We hope that the
together and entice them away from the battlefield to the countries participating in the preparatory work of the
negotiating table. While we pay a tribute to that initiative, conference on this subject will display se,daus political
we look forward to the support and help of the interna- will in order to promote the Declaration of the Indian
tional community in festoring life, stability and security Ocean as a Zone of Peace.
to our sister Lebanon. 193. International problems do not persist or escalate
185. Kuwait demands the implementation of the Secu- unless there are extraneous forces which aggravate them
rity Council resolutions which call for the unconditional and utilize them for special objectives or purposes. Ku-
and immediate withdrawal of Israel from Lebanon and wait therefore would like to see the Muslim people of
the cessation of all intervention in the internal affairs of Afghanistan exercise its right to independence free from
that sister country and of all efforts to provoke troubie foreign intervention. We look forward with hope to the
and feuds among its people. Kuwait has always supported success of the United Nations efforts to restore normal
the unity, integrity and independence of Lebanon and the life to Mghanistan and to settle the Kampuchean problem
restoration of its stability and prosperity. by peaceful means, without resorting to any acts that may

justify foreign intervention.
186. The other bitter conflict which afflicts our region
is the continued Iraq-Iran war, which has now, regret- 194. The reality which we are exp~.'riencing today in the
tably, entered its fourth year. Middle East is similar to another re.'lity in the African
187. The developments in and continuance of that war continent. In the same way as our legion has been af-
in that strategically important location of the world fected by a Zionist racist regime and a usurping system,
threaten not only the two parties to the dispute but all Africa is being assailed by a hateful racist regime which
the States of the region. dominates the black majority, by right the lawful owners '

in South Africa, which continues to occupy the prov- I
188. We fully appreciate all the sincere international ince of Namibia. The racist regime is not even satisfied I I
efforts, both collective and individual, made so far to stop with this; it also seeks to follow a policy of hegemony ;" j
the war, the latest being the initiatives taken by the States and intervention in the affairs of neighbouring African ;'.1
of the Gulf Co-operation Council. We regret that none countries. ) ,j
has been successful. . ;195. Kuwait considers the situation in southern Africa !
189. While welcoming from this rostrum Iraq's accep- a fundamental challenge to the international community ,\ i
tance of and concurrence with all peace initiatives, Kuwait and to this Organization in particular. The repeated '~ I

hopes that neighbouring Muslim Iran will follow suit and recommendations and resolutions adopted lately by the ~~, i
invoke the letter and spirit of Islam, which call for peace, Security Council, the International Conference in Support l'i J
goodwill, brotherhood, justice and coexistence and reject of the Struggle of the Namibian People for Indepen-,;j.:,,"1
hostility, hatred and grudges, so that the human and dences and the Second World Conference to Combat It I

economic capabilities of the peoples of Iraq and Iran may Racism and Racial Discrimination 11 indicate how con- ,.,;,!
become,springs of goodwill, well-being and peace which cerned the international community is about this crucial ~. i
will overflow and spread throughout the region and the situation. These bodies also call on all parties concerned.,TI.

j
'

world. to assume their international responsibilities, particularly;'

~~~~~~m~~~~~~J
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those which the five Western Powers took upon them- 202. I should like to make clear that Kuwait is fully
selves in order to solve the question of Namibia and aware of its responsibility to strengthen economic co-
oversee the implementation of Security Council resolu- operation among developing nations.
tion 435 (1978), which offers the primary basis for the 203. It is Kuwait's conviction that concern over the
settlement of the problem of Namibia. increased hotbeds of tension in the world and the con-
196. Kuwait confirms its support for the rights of the tinuation and intensification of international conflicts
black majority in South Africa and its solidarity with it should not prevent us from considering the greatest
in its bitter struggle against policies of discrimination and danger which threatens world peace and security, namely,
apartheid and affirms its support for and solidarity with the unchecked arms race which threatens the whole world
the just struggle of the people of Namibia under the and pushes it towards the edge of the precipice.
leadership of its sole legitimate representative, SWAPO, 204. Kuwait feels that the dawning of a new era of
for independence and self-determination. It also affh "Us peace, progress and justice for all peoples is still being
its support for and solidarity with the African front-line hindered by the continued escalation and stunning devel-
States in their struggle against repeated aggression from opments in means of mass destruction. Kuwait therefore
South Africa. calls for the full scientific and technological potential, as
197. While watching with concern the increasing chal- well as the financial means and human resources, which
lenges confronting the international community, Kuwait have so far been directed to armament programmes and
is very sorry that the area of Central America is now military development to be used for peaceful purposes
witnessing an aggravated conflict between the two great in the service of mankind, which seeks to protect present
Powers, the very thing which raises tension in the area. and future' generations and to narrow the gap between
We feel that the problems which confront the States of the rich countries and those still in the developing stage.
that area cannot be solved by flexing one's muscles, but 205. Kuwait calls upon the international community to
rather by supporting honest peaceful initiatives which aim face up to the great challenge presented by the close
at solving them and by providing econ'1mic and social relationship between disarmament and development-a
justice to its peoples. We therefore attach special attention challenge which calls for joint action to meet it.
to initiatives by the States of the area, particularly the 206. A great number of world leaders having come
States of the Contadora Group, to put an end to the
deteriorating situation and to restore peace and stability here to address the General Assembly at its present ses-
to this important part of the world. sion, in response to an initiative taken by Mrs. Indir~

Gandhi, current chairman of the Movement of Non-
198. The currently deteriorating conditions in the world Aligned Countries and President of the Movement's latest
economy are the result of the economic policy practised summit conference at New Delhi, Kuwait feeis that this
by the industrialized nations, which tend to solve their gathering is in itself an expression of the deep sense of
problems in a spirit of individualism, in is:"la~ion from a collective international desire to contribute to the solu-
the interests of the international community md without tion of current problems and to support and reassert the
taking into consideration the interaction of integrated principles of truth, justice, peace and coexistence among
international economic relations, a rrerequisite for a nations which have become an acceptable framework for
prosperous world economy as a whole. The continuation joint action. Kuwait hopes therefore that the general
of such economic policies by the industrialized nations debate and bilateral and multilateral meetings among
is threatening to lead to a collapse of international eco- those leaders will offer a good opportunity for a meeting
nomic relations, as well as to confrontation among the of minds and a determination to start joint action for the
industrialized nations themselves on the one hand, and good of mankind and peace for humanity.
between them and the developing nations on the other.
We therefore believe that the advanced nations should 207. I also pledge to the President of the General As-
revise their negative attitude towards the launching of the sembly the positive contribution of the delegation of
global negotiations, which will constitute the proper Kuwait in seeking to reach common goals. '
framework for the creation of the new international 208. Mr. MORAN (Spain) (interpretation from Span-
economic order. ish): First of all, I should like to express our sincerest
199. The currently adverse situation ofthe world econ- congratulations to Mr. Jorge Illueca on his election and
omy has left its negative impact even on the petroleum- my delegation's great satisfaction at seeing a distinguished
marketing situation, which in turn affected the countries representative of the beloved sister nation of Panama
of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries occupying the presidency of this session of the Assembly.
by leaving them in a situation where they cannot accept His well-known gifts as a statesman and his profound
new fmancial commitments. The increasing cost of devel- experience and knowledge of the United Nations lead us
opment, coupled with the reduction in revenues, has led to entertain great hopes for a fruitful outcome of o~r
to the emergence of deficits in the balances of payment work. In extending the full co-operation of the Spanish
of some of those countries and to a lessening of the ability delegation to him, I can assure him that this year our
of some of them to secure fmancial aid. Kuwait therefore co-operation will be extended with particular pleasure.
feels that no new financial apparatus should be intro- 209. i should also like to extend our congratulations and
duced, efforts being concentrated instead on the present thanks to the outgoing President, Mr. Hollai, for the
apparatus with a view to amending it in such a way as great dedication and skill with which he led the work of
to enable it to adapt to changes in the world economy. the last session of the Assembly.
200. In spite of this, Kuwait is doing its best, either 210. To the Secretary-General, an outstanding son
alone or in conjunction with the other members of the of a sister State, Peru, I am pleased to repeat our senti-
Gulf Co-operation Council, to help developing nations ments of affection for him and ofconfidence in and satis-
and increase its co-operation with them. faction for the outstanding task he has been performing
201. We all have a duty to ease the burden ofthe devel- through some particularly difficult times as head of the
oping nations, particularly the,least developed among Secretariat.

, them, since those countries are-suffering frolJl the burdens 211./11'0 the youngest Member of the United Nations,
of accumulated debts, inflation and the escalating prices Saint Christopher and Nevis-to which we are linked by

I, of imported products. an intimate historic event, an expedition of the Spanish
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Crown under Admiral Christopher Columbus, who, com­
ing from the old continent, set foot there for the first time
in 1493-we extend our warm welcome and wish it a
prosperous life as an independent State.
212. The Spanish Socialist Government, constituted
after the elections in Octob~r 1982, has set as one of its
fundamental objectives the development of a foreign
policy in keeping with the new structure of Spanish society
and the renewed faith in Spanish democracy. So far as
foreign policy is concerned, the new Government's pro­
gramme is in keeping with the objectives of the United
Nations. By defending the purposes and principles of the
United Nations we wish to contribute to the consolidation
of the democratic values in our country and, at the same
time, to the task of promoting faith in the ideals which
inspired the Charter-a faith which has not been lost but
which must be translated into concrete actions in a world
plagued by tensions.
213. Spain wishes to take part in the task of attaining
a more secure and just international order-two objec­
tives that deserve our full support but which are not
always easily compatible. The first compels us to give
continuous support to the cause of detente and disarma­
ment. The second allies us with efforts for a new interna­
tional economic order and a better world which respects
human rights and duly appreciates the quality of our lives
and environment. Only thus can we make an effective
contribution to peace.

214. In recent years, in this very forum, many voices
have been raised to condemn the grave climate oftension
on the international scene. This year it cannot be denied
that the situation is even worse. The utterly despicable
shooting down of a South Korean civil aircraft by the
Soviet Union has made clear the fragility of the armed
peace on which today's international relations are based
and has shown clearly how close we are to the point of
no return. However, we cannot allow ourselves to lose
hope; rather, we must do everything we can to revive the
process of detente.
215. In recent years the East-West conflict has been
reduced to its strictly military aspects, with risks of un­
due simplification and overdependence on technological
imperatives.

216. My country considers it urgent to restore priority
to political factors, which are the factors that can restore
common sense in internationai relations. Hence we have
been making stalwart efforts in recent months, within the
framework of the Conference on Security and Co-oper­
ation in Europe, to keep open the channels for dialogue
and to keep alive the possibility of compromise.
217. A few days ago the countries which signed the
Final Act of Helsinki in 1975 12 took an important step
in this direction at Madrid. Despite the very serious
problems, the 35 States which signed the Concluding
Document of the Madrid meeting after three years of
hope and hard effort have shown our determination to
keep alight the ideals of peace, security and co-operation
which we all share and all need, whatever differences may
separate us.

218. Spain has always taken a sincere interest in any
proposal to control and reduce the present level of arma­
ments, which is dangerously high and outrageously expen­
sive. We are therefore determined to redouble our efforts
and to work imaginatively in all forums dealing with the
question of the reduction of conventional and nuclear
arsenals. We are convinced that it is possible to reach a
balance at a lower level of armaments without thereby
endangering the legitimate security interests of each State.

219. We wish also to reiterate the need for a total
nuclear test-ban treaty, which would undoubtedly be an
effective obstacle to the quantitative and qualitative
development of nuclear weapons.
220. On the other hand, Spain has been following with
particular attention the negotiations on intermediate­
range nuclear forces and the strategic arms reduction
talks. Our interest is inevitable, since our country is
situated in the continent with the greatest stockpiles of
nuclear weapons. Similarly, we have been following with
renewed hope the preparatory work for the European
disarmament conference. We trust that at that conference
it will be possible to make decisive progress towards the
reduction of tension in Europe.
221. These concerns, doubtless shared by nearly all of
us, are the reflection of the growing and legitimate anxiety
of our citizens, who are opposed to living on the brink
of the abyss. As I had occasion to say at the Madrid
meeting of the Conference on Security and Co-operation
in Europe, the least we can offer in the short term to the
young people who are yearning for peace and developing
a new, world-wide patriotism is the prospect of non­
confrontation, in which visible and practical steps can be
taken to avoid the causes of conflicts and reduce the
means of destruction.
222. Spain considers that detente is not enough to attain
lasting peace, nor are the efforts to limit and cootrol
weapons. We must realize that we have to seek out the
deep roots of the conflicts which have been bedeviling
international society, because only if we have a fairer and
freer world can we have a safer world.
223. Hence the capital importance which the Spanish
Government attaches to the defence of human rights and
the establishment of effective machinery to guarantee
their protection. My country has made the defence of that
principle a cardinal point in our own society, and we are
continuing to refine the high standards set in this respect
in our Constitution.
224. Furthermore, Spain, which is already a party to
the main international conventions on human rights,
hopes shortly to ratify the Convention on the Elimination
of AIl Forms of Discrimination against Women [see reso­
lution 341180], and we have gone a long way with the
procedures for accepting article 41 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights [see resolu­
tion 2200A (XXI)], and also for acceding to the Optional
Protocol to that Covenant.
225. Our domestic policy is accompanied by a deter­
mined and punctilious foreign policy, since we believe that
it is clearly established in the United Nations that the
systematic violations of human rights are not covered by
Article 2, paragraph 7, of the Charter and that, accord­
ingly, intervention in this field cannot be regarded as
interference in the internal affairs of another State.
226. Spain does not share the selective criteria which
this Organization often uses to condemn violations of
human rights. However, we cannot hide the fact that the
people and Government of Spain are particularly dis­
turbed by those situations which have produced enormous
numbers of deaths and disappearances and of people sent
into exile or imprisoned for their political ideals in coun­
tries to which we are closely bound by ties of history,
culture and blood.
227. I would like to emphasize that as far as we afl~

concerned civil and political rights and economic, social
and cultural rights form an inseparable whole and that
it is necessary to protect both individuals and peoples
against violation of any of these rights. We cannot accept
the argument that a given level of economic and social
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which would prevent our automatic alignment with inter­
ests which may not coincide with our own. This is logical,
since Spain, for reasons of geography and history, has
special interests and aspirations which are a source of
both distinction and enrichment.
239. The Spanish Government wishes to co-operate
fully in reducing tension and international conflicts, while
not upsetting the delicate balance on which relations
between blocs are often based. Therefore, it maintains
a stand of firm co-operation within the alliance to which
Spain belongs. At the same time, in accordance with an
electoral programme supported by the broad majority of
our people, it has started a thorough study of the possible
forms its contribution to the West's defence could take.
That contribution could take various forms, and that
question will be decided in due course by the Spanish
people.
240. We also reaffirm the European basis of our foreign
policy. With the continuation and, we hope, the final
conclusion'of negotiations on membership of the com­
munities, we wish to contribute to the task of building
a Europe, an entity which will have meaning only if the
political ideas which gave it birth prevail over immediate
economic problems.
241. Our policy is also intended to strengthen relations
with the countries closest to us historically and geograph­
ically. To begin with our African neighbours, I wish to
state that we view with great satisfaction the process of
rapprochement in the Maghreb, which in essence was'
resumed with the meeting in February between King Has­
san of Morocco and President Bendjedid of Algeria. If
this movement progresses in a climate of sincerity and
fraternity, there will be highly favourable prospects for
strengthening peace and development in northern Africa.
For our part, I can state firmly that we shall spare no
effort to strengthen co-operation not merely with our
nearest neighbours in the Maghreb, Morocco and Algeria,
but also with the other countries of the region.
242. In our desire to see a prosperous and stable greater
Maghreb, Spain is very mindful of the people of the
Western Sahara whose future will be fully attained in this
broader and united political and economic context to
which the countries of the area are aspiring.
243. As is well known, Spain informed the United
Nations on 26 February 1976 that it was ending its pres­
ence in the territory of the Sahara as administering
authority, but, under relevant resolutions, the process of
tlecolonization is not yet over. This cannot be completed
until the Saharan people expresses its wishes as to its polit­
ical future, through the exercise of its right to self-deter­
mination, ~hich has been acknowledged repeatedly both
by the United Nations and by the OAU, most recently
in the resolution adopted at the nineteenth session of th~
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the
Organization of African Unity last June [see A/38/312].
The Spanish Government trusts that this people will be
able to exercise that right to self-determination through
a referendum within the period and under the terms laid
down by the OAU.
224. As to our European neighbours, we welcome the
closer contacts with Portugal, and France, which portend
a new climate in our relations. It is a path we shall be
pursuing, convinced of the multiple benefits to be ob­
tained by all of us from closer relations.
245. Though proximity led me to refer first of all to
the Maghreb, Portugal and France, historical and emo­
tional .r@asons prompt me to refer immediately to the
Republic of Equatorial Guinea, a country with which
we wish to maintain the special relations which derive

General Assembly-Tbirty-eighth Session-Plenary Meetings

development must be attained before torture or arbitrary
arrest can be dispensed with. Conversely, there is little
point in having theoretical enjoyment of public freedoms
when poverty and ignorance prevent not merely the full
exercise of such rights but even the satisfaction of the
most fundamental human needs.
228. Spain, which next year will become a member of
the Commission on Human Rights, intends to co-operate
in the hope that the Commission may become an increas­
ingly effective body, performing a task to which we attach
special importance at a time when we need to reduce
international tension.
229. In this connection, I should like to reiterate my
country's constant concern at the persistence of the apart­
heid regime. This is undoubtedly one of the most hateful
systems of massive violation of human rights and a threat
to peace and stability in southern Africa.
230. We are aware that only a fairer and more balanced
economic and social order can guarantee peace.
231. After the two severe recessions of the past 10 years
the world economy remains at a low level of activity and
unemployment has become an economic scourge and the
source of personal frustration for millions and millions
of people. The contraction of the world market, neo­
protectionist measures and high rates of interest in certain
countries have hampered the recovery of the economies
of both developed and developing nations.
232. For more than two thirds of mankind, stagnation,
unemployment and poverty are not passing phenomena;
rat.her they stem from the very structure of international
economic relations. Furthermore, the least developed
countries have suffered dramatic effects from the world
economic crisis.
233. Recently the Brandt Commission, in its second
report,13 has added its voice to the many publicizing the
need for structural changes in North-South relations.
234, It is true that there are many powerful reasons for
pessimism, since up to now-and the sixth session of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
was the latest example of this-discussions of the question
have not borne any substantial fruit, while the imbalance
between rich and poor countries continues to worsen and
the urgent need for change becomes daily more obvious.
235. However, if the signs of economic recovery are
confirmed and if political determination, which today is
conspicuous by its absence, does emerge, the next few
months may provide favourable opportunities for coun­
tries of the North and South to find flexible and prag­
matic ways of establishing a true dialogue and, more
specifically, of setting in motion the process of global
negotiations in a United Nations framework.
236. Spain supports the creation of a more just inter­
national order. Just as we wish to become a factor for
detente in East-West relations, we intend our foreign
policy to favour the restructuring of North-South rela­
tions. In this respect we think that our country is partic­
ularly well qualified, given both its intermediate level of
economic development and its special political and cul­
tural ties with broad regions of the developing world. The
Governmen.t to which I belong intends to increase pro­
gressively its bilateral and multilateral development assis­
tance and is preparing new legislation on international
co-operation.
237. Within this framework of peace, freedom and
progress, we wish to set forth the specific aims of Spain's
foreigl}. policy.
238. My Government has unequivocally reaffirmed
Spain's membership in the Western world, liut this does
not rule out our seeking a broad margin of autonomy
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essential preconditions: the establishment of genuine
pluralistic democracies, the fruit of the popular will;
scrupulous respect for human rights; an end to persecu­
tion of people because of their ideas; free exercise of
political activity; the urgent need to guarantee sovereignty
and territorial integrity of all States and the inviolability
of their frontiers; rejection of the threat or use of force
in international relations; the elimination of any form of
outside interference; the control of the level of arma­
ments; and the gradual suppression of foreign military
bases and advisers.
255. The increase in tension in Central America de­
mands a formula which, based on negotiations between
the countries concerned and in co-operation with friendly
nations in the area, can prevent the situation from dete­
riorating into an open international conflict. That offered
by the countries of the Contadora Group is the most
informed and serious proposal in the sequence of peace
initiatives presented so far. It has opened the door to
hope. It has lessened tension and it offers the best way
of attaining a peaceful solution. The commendable joint
effort of the Presidents of Colombia, Mexico, Panama
and Venezuela, which has generated evident international
support, deserves public recognition as well as the con­
sideration already given it.
256. The Spanish Government, which has been follow­
ing with natural concern the development of the crisis in
Central America, expressed its full support for the steps
taken by the Contadora Group in a Declaration of the
Council of Ministers on 20 April this year. Similarly, it
gave immediate support to the Cancun Declaration of
17 July 1983 [A /38/303], the general guidelines of which
are in keeping with our approach to the matter. Indeed,
it responded to the appeal in the Declaration "to all
members of the international community, especially those
which have expressed sympathy with the efforts of the
Contadora Group . . . to contribute, with their experience
and diplomatic capability, to the search for peaceful
solutions to the problems of Central America".
257. This effort to bring about peace in·Central America
is part of a more general struggle by the 'peoples of Latin
America, who are seeking to achieve, recover or consoli­
date a political life based on institutions and values
guaranteeing the effective exercise of human rights under
the rule of law. In this connection, Spain follows with
particular interest the significant progress made in recent
months towards the restoration of democracy in various
countries of South America, and particularly in Argen­
tina. The aspiration of the people of Argentina to a
democratic life that will heal the wounds caused by the
accumulated suffering of the past is shared by us and,
undoubtedly, by the other countries in the southern part
of the continent, whose peoples are demanding peacefully
but with increasing firmness the exercise of their own
sovereignty.
258. In the south Atlantic, in the Malvinas, a source
of tension continues to fester, impeding relations of all
kinds, not merely between the countries directly involved
but also between Western Europe and Latin America.
259. Spain, which has always opposed and continues
to oppose the use of force as a means of resolving inter­
national disputes, believes that it is urgently necessary for
the Governments of Britain and Argentina to set in
motion the final solution of this problem through the
decolonization of the territory, while guaranteeing the
interests of the inhabitants, in keeping with the resolu­
tions of the United Nations.
260. In this connection, the development of the political
situation in Argentina should facilitate the diplomatic
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not from any neo-colonialist paternalism, which we
reject, but rather from historic links and the use of a
common language which the people of Equatorial Guinea
honour and respect. I must not conceal the fact that our
relations with the Malabo have been difficult at times
over recent months. However, these difficulties in no way
rule out Spain's continuing'desire to support and co­
operate with the Republic of Equatorial Guinea in its
programme for political democratization and economic
reconstruction, always provided that the existing agree­
ments are honoured.
246. In setting forth the highest priorities of our foreign
policy I am bound to refer to our firm intention of
recovering Gibraltar. We are linked with Great Britain
by good relationships in almost all fields, but these rela··
tionships are absurdly affected by the persistence of a
colonial situation on our soil. On behalf of my Govern­
ment, I wish once again to state our determined and

. unshakeable resolve to restore the territorial integrity of
Spain. At the same time the Spanish Government is
.determined to settle the problem by peaceful means and
through dialogue, in the form of negotiations with the
United Kingdom on the basis of the relevant resolutions
of the United Nations and with full respect for the legiti­
mate interests of the population of Gibraltar.
247. As evidence of this constructive spirit, and for
humanitarian reasons, the Spanish Government took the
unilateral decision to open the pedestrian crossing point
between La Linea and the City of Gibraltar in Decem­
ber 1982.
248. We trust this process can lead to better understand­
ing between communities which are so closely bound by
family and social ties, and to an understanding between
Spain and the United Kingdom which will enable us to
find the best formula for full implementation of the 1980
Lisbon Declaration. :
249. As part of this policy which, although with a
European and Western basis, I have defined as the search
for a greater degree of autonomy, my Government wishes
to strengthen other natural aspects of Spain's foreign
policy relating to Latin America and the Mediterranean.
250. There is no need to emphasize here the special
relationship which Spain enjoys with Latin American
countries. These are not the prerogative of any given
Government, but part of a continuous historical State
policy.
251. But I would like to repeat explicitly the determi­
nation of the new Spanish Government to support to its
utmost the various processes of change and self-affirma­
tion now occurring in Latin America, which is increas­
ingly raising its voice, aware of the responsibility for the
future which rests with its peoples. That is a voice which
Spain feels is its own,and a future in which we wish to
be participants.
252. Accordingly, Spain has been following with deep
concern the conflict convulsing the countries of Central
America. This conflict is deeply rooted in local and
domestic events but now has regional consequences which
include serious border tensions and covert acts of aggres­
sion which are being internationalized; these dangerous
elements are being introduced into the process of East­
West confrontation.
253. The origin of the conflict, it cannot be emphasized
enough, lies in obsolete political, economic and social
structures which have led to an unbalanced and unjust
distribution of wealth and to a failure to satisfy the
expectatiops of the poorest sectors of the population.
254. In order to attain peace, which is so sought by the
peoples of Central America, we feel there are certain
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negotiations which should culminate in the restoration 271. The moderate character of the Declaration and the
of Argentinian territorial integrity. Programme of Action adopted by the Conference 10

261. The Mediterranean constitutes another traditional demonstrated, we believe, how well-founded that ap-
and specia!dimension of Spain's foreign policy. proach was.

272. The prolongation of the bloody conflict between
262. My Government trusts that the coastal States of Iran and Iraq, with both of which countries we enjoy
the Mediterranean will be able to create a stable frame- excellent relations, similarly fills us with deep concern.
work which will ensure that any possible conflicts in the We call on their leaders to do their utmost to reach a
area will not lead to intervention by outside Powers compromise which will enable them to live in peace and
tempted to resolve problems in the light of their global good-neighbourliness, with respect for sovereignty and
interests at the expen:ie of the interests of the countries territorial integrity.
directly involved. We shall spare no effort to attain this
goal and we shall not be discouraged by any difficulties 273. Anxious to see the Mediterranean become a true
which may arise. sea of peace, Spain calls for a speedy, just solution to

the problem of Cyprus through a compromise which on
263. In the meantime, we note with grave concern the the one hand would respect the sovereignty, independence
dramatic situation in the eastern Mediterranean, the Near and territorial integrity of the island and on the other
East. ensure the peaceful coexistence and balanced economic
264. The invasion of Lebanon by the Israeli army con- development of both communities. We reiterate our
tributed to plunging the area once again into a bloody support for the intercommunal talks under the auspices
civil war. This was encouraged by outside Powers and of the Uniied Nations and for the efforts of the Secre-
factors. We trust that the cease-fire agreement secured tary-General.
recently will prove a first step towards peace and national 274. As the Secretary-General made clear in his re-
reconciliation in Lebanon. cent admirable report on the work of the Organization

[A/38/l), "There have been, at any given time in past
265. In 1982 Spain, from its seat in the Security Council, years, several regional situations with grave potential
co-operated actively in the efforts to alleviate as far as . l' . ~. . al "
possible the tragic situation of the Lebanese people. Imp IcatIons 10r mternatIon peace.
Today in the Assembly we reaffirm that the sovereignty, 275. We share the Secretary-General's concern, all the
independence and unity of Lebanon must be preserved more so because these conflicts are worsening and being'
at all costs, as must its character as a multiracial and compounded by the East-West tension. I have referred
multireligious society. The pluralism of Lebanon once to some of these at some length, but I should like briefly
provided a model of peaceful coexistence which must be to refer to some others.
restored so that its example may benefit the whole region. 276. The lengthy struggle which has been convulsing the
266. One of the primary factors in the development of Republic of Chad for some 20 years now has become
the Lebanese crisis since 1975 has undoubtedly been the worse over recent months. The Spanish Government
Palestinian problem, which, furthermore, also constitutes supports the efforts of the OAU to find a peaceful, stable
the core of the endless, painful conflict. in the Near East. and lasting solution which would enable the people of

Chad to undertake national reconstruction and the eco-
267. Spain's position in this connection has been reiter- nomic development of the country in conditions of free-
ated on many occasions and is well known: a solution dom, independence and full sovereignty.
to the problem must be based on withdrawal from all l'b .
occupied Arab territories, respect for the legI'timate rights 277. In connection with the prob em of Namt ia, SpaIn

has repeatedly and unequivocally called for the speedy
of all peoples, including Palestine, and the security of all independence of the Territory. The illegal presence of
States in the region, including Israel. South Africa in Namibia, as well as the delaying tactics
268. Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 of Pretoria, have been condemned by our country on
(1973) were milestones in the search for a solution to many occasions and in many international gatherings. We
the conflict in the Near East. But they are not suffi- believe that the only just solution lies through implemen-
cient to bring about comprehensive and lasting peace tation of the plan contained in Security Council resolu-
unless an effort is made to deal with the substance of tions 385 (1976), 435 (1978) and 532 (1983), which my
the question, which is not being done because of the country fully supports.
need to take short-term steps. The Security Council 278. We also support the efforts by the Secretary-
should, therefore, supplement its resolutions by a state- General, one of the most recent manifestations of which
ment clearly and unequivocably reaffirming the inalien- was his journey to South Africa, Namibia and Angola.
able rights of the Palestinian people, including its right in order to try to find a solution to the grave problems
to self-determination. besetting southern Africa.
269. In this effort to attain comprehensive peace in the 279. We similarly repeat our determined support for the
Near East positive steps have been taken which deserve United Nations resolutions on the situation in Afghani-
serious attention. I am referring to the plan adopted at stan and in Kampuchea. Spain joins with those who call
the Arab Summit Conference at Fez last September,14 for withdrawal of foreign troops from those two countries
which presupposes a new Arab and Palestinian attitude so that their peoples can have a genuine possibility of
which could offer possibilities of a dialogue on the attain- choosing their own future in peace and freedom without
ment of such a peace. any form of pressure or outside interference.
270. Spain took an active part in the International 280. Although, as the Secretary-General says in his
Conference on the Question of Palestine, which met at valuable report on the work of the Organization, "1983
Geneva only a few weeks ago. My country attended the has, so far, been a frustrating year for the search for
Conference in a constructive spirit, believing that we peace, stability and justice", nevertheless we share his
should not reject a priori any non-violent path which belief that, for all its defects, the United Nations is "the
might lead to peace, especially if such a path'were being best available international instrumentality to achieve
sponsored by the United Nations. these ends".
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281. This will be the spirit in which the Spanish delega­
tion will be acting during this session of the General
Assembly.
282. The PRESIDENT (interpretation/rom Arabic): I
shall now call on those representatives who wish to speak
in exercise of the right of reply.
283. Mr. ELHOFARI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (inter­
pretation from Arabic): On behalf of my delegation, I
should like to express our regret at what was mentioned
in the statement of the head of the Luxembourg delega­
tion at the 10th meeting and her references to the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya, when she was speaking about the
situation in Chad. What she said in her speech is untrue
and does not correspond to the facts of the situation. This
shows that she does not know what is going on in Africa;
she is far removed from African problems. The head of
the Luxembourg delegation has forgotten that legitimacy
rests with the nationalist coalition Government headed
by Goukouni Oueddei, which is fully recognized by the
OAU. Hissein Habre himself was Minister of Defence in
Goukouni Oueddei's Government. She has deliberately
ignored-perhaps under instructions from others who
have asked her to say this-that what is going on in Chad
is an internal dispute that has nothing to do with Libya
at all.
284. We have confIrmed that there are no Libyan forces
in Chad. We have suggested that the OAU should verify
this.
285. We would have wished that the head of the Luxem­
bourg delegation, who has suddenly shown such great
interest in African problems, had said the same thing
when Hissein Habre, supported by African and non­
African foreign forces, mutinied against the legitimate
Government.
286. While we excuse the head of the Luxembourg
delegation because of her ignorance of African problems,
because she is geographically located far away from
Africa and because Luxembourg has no representation
in the whole continent of Africa, we express our willing­
ness to help to provide her with information to correct
her mistaken concepts. We also advise her to peruse the
documents of the OAU, which are available in New York.

. 287. I would have preferred the delegation of Luxem­
bourg to be here now but, regrettably, it is not present
for most of the time, and it is its absence and its inability
to keep in touch which had led to this mistake and to the
fact that it does not fully understand all the facts of the
situation.
288. Mr. MUNIZ (Argentina) (interpretation from
Spanish): In his statement at the 10th meeting the British
Secretary of State referred to the q",estion of tile Malvinas
Islands. It is not my intention to respond to him in detail,
since the Assembly will consider this problem during the
debate on item 25 of its agenda. However, I should like
to emphasize the following.
289. Secretary of State Howe reiterated his Govern­
ment's intransigent position which is hampering a defin­
itive solution of the conflict between our countries. This
does not surprise us, since we know that the British Gov­
ernment is perpetuating the climate of confrontation
with Argentina in order to justify its refusal to nego··
tiate and its policy of military expansion in the South
Atlantic. We know, furthermore, that the attitude of the
Argentine Government, which h~ 1!.ime and again sup­
ported a peaceful negotiated solution, has, both at home
and internationally, unsettled the British authorities,
which are anachronistically determined to halt the march
of history.

290. It is therefore not surprising that Secretary of State
Howe omitted any reference to what has happened since
June 1982-in other words, the facts mentioned by the
Argentine Minister for External Affairs in his state­
ment of 26 September [6th meeting], facts that constitute
fundamental elements in the dispute between the two
countries.
291. In November 1982 the General Assembly adopted
resolution 37/9, in which it requested the Governments.
of Argentina and the United Kingdom to resume negoti­
ations, with the participation and good offices of the
Secretary-General. This resolution is not merely a logical
corollary of the obligation incumbent upon all the Mem­
bers of the United Nations to solve their international
disputes peacefully, preferably through negotiations; non­
implementation of the resolution accordingly implies
disregard for one of the basic principles of the Charter.
The obligation to negotiate is even more concrete in the
case of the United Kingdom, which as a permanent
member of the Security Council has a special responsi­
bility in the maintenance of international peace and
security. As I have said, no reference was made in the
British statement to resolution 37/9.
292. The British Secretary of State forgot also resolu­
tions of the Organization of American States, the Decla­
ration of the Seventh Conference of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries and the resolution
recently adopted by the Special Committee on decoloniza­
tion; indeed, in what constitutes a new challenge tf) this
Organization, his Government disregaaded the Special
Committee's resolution from the very dlay it was adopted.
The Special Committee's decision, I would remind the
Assembly, explicitly refers to the interest of the interna­
tional community in the resumption of negotiations by
the Governments of Argentina and United Kingdom.
293. Another notable omission in the British statement
relates to the strategic airbase which the United Kingdom
is building in the Malvinas Islands. I suppose that where
London is concerned this issue also is part of what is
rudely described as Argentine "rhetoric". The British
Government should be better informed. It is not just my
country but Latin America as a whole that is profoundly
disturbed by the serious military buildup engaged in by
the United Kingdom in the South Atlantic, since this
expansionist policy directly and gravely affects the re­
gion's interests in regard to peace and security.
294. The rhetoric in this debate was in fact brought
here by the British delegation itself, particularly when it
attempted to portray the United Kingdom as the cham­
pion of self-determination and of the process of decolo­
nization. We all know the United Kingdom's attitude in
its relations with the peoples on which it imposed its
colonization. Furthermore, as was acknowledged by the
British Government itself during the voting on resolu­
tions 2065 (XX), 3160 (XXVIII), 31/49 and 37/9, in the
specific case of the Malvinas Islands the General Assem~
bly has clearly ruled out implementation of the right to
self-determination.
295. Another part of the British rhetoric was the ref­
erences to the supposed contributions by the United
Kingdom to the improvement of my country's financial
situation. It is clear that, above all, the refmancing of
Argentina's external debt benefits the creditors and con­
tributes to the stability of the international fmancial
system. In this, as in so many other fields, the supposed
British generosity simply does not exist.

The meeting rose at 7.35 p.m.
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