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of conflict. Thus East-West relations, which are
essential in determining the political situation of the
moment, continue to deteriorate. Events in Poland,
especiaHy since last December, have added dan­
gerously to this t:ension, so that the process of detente
between East and West, which was so promising not
so long ago, has suffered serious setbacks.

7. In our view, detente can only be one and indi­
visible. Our position in this regard is clear and in
conformity with the principles of the Charter of the
United Nations and the Final Act of Helsinki.· These
two documents guarantee inter alia the right of each
people to choose and freely develop its own political,
social, economic and cultural system, as well as to
determine its own laws and regulations-. Logically the
Helsinki document refers to the necec;sity for each
State to abstain from any intervention, direct or
indirect, in the internal or external affairs falling within
the national competence of another State, whatever
their mutual relations may be.

8. I need not stress here that all the countries of
Eastern Europe have solemnly subscribed to the
10 principles of the Final Act. The events in Poland
are in flagrant contradiction of those principles. The
same is true of the Soviet Union's invasion of Afghani­
stan. Such flagrant violations have in no way served
the process of strengthening m\ltual confidence. Thus
it is not surprising that East-West relations have
been seriously affected.

9. A return to dialogue among all the component
parts of Polish society and respect for the rights of self­
determination of the peoples concemed are essential
for the restoration of a climate of true and lasting
detente.

10. For our part, we remain firmly attached to the
concept of such a true detente and an improving
climate of confidence between East and West. We
hope that, in the framework of the Conference on
Security and Cowoperation in Europe, it will prove
possible to achieve an agreement on a balanced text
guaranteeing real progress in all spheres, when the
'Madrid review session resumes its work in November.

11. In view of the slowness of the process ofdisarma­
ment, the convening of a conference on disarmament
in Europe, in conditions enabling tangible results to
be achieved, seems to us to be more indispensable
than ever. The con~entration of weapon systems on
the old continent, which is by far the highest in the
world, has reached unacceptable proportions.

12. In view of the disappointing results of the second'
special session devoted to disarmament, we think that
a regional approach, with a smaller number of par­
ticipants, to the problems of the reduction ·of arma­
ments might be more realistic, and offer better chances
of achieving tangible results. This does not mean that

107

AGENDA ITEM 9

President: Mr. Imre HOLLAl (Hungary).

THIRTY-SEVENTH SESSION

Official Records

United Nations

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

General debate (continued)

I. Mrs. FLESCH (Luxembourg) (interpretation
-from French): Before discussing the international

siwation, which this year again can only be described
as critical, dangerous and explosive, I must associate
myself with my colleagues in expressing our sincere
congratulations to you, Sir, on your election to the
presidency of this session. Your reputation as a
seasoned diplomat, your long experience acquired in
the course ofa brilliant career and your deep knowledge
of the workings of the Organization will enable you,
I am certain, to conduct the proceedings of the General
Assembly with all the skill required in these difficult
times.

2. I should like to take this opportunity also to express
very sincere thanks to some other outstanding persons,
and first to Mr. Kittani, President of the thirty-sixth
session, for the masterful and tenacious manner in
which he assumed his heavy responsibilities.

3. Our thanks go also to Mr. Waldheim, who for
10 years as Secretary-General saw to the proper
functioning of the Organization. His tireless dedication
and the matchless skill with which he carried out his
duties deserve our appreciation.

4. Finally, let me turn to the new Secretary-General,
Mr. Perez de Cuellar, who since he assumed his func­
tions has brilliantly succeeded in convincing us all
of his exceptional qualities and his tireless dedication
to the service of the Organization. I wish to reiterilte
to him our assurance of full and constructive co­
operation on the part of the Government and people
of Luxembourg.

5. The sessions of the General Assembly offer us an
opportunity each year to take stock of the world
situation. The Danish representative, speaking yester­
day at the 8th meeting on behalf of the 10 member
States of the European Community, presented the
views of the Community on the world situation. It
goes without saying that we fully subscribe to his
statements, so that I may confine myself to empha­
sizing certain problems which are of particular con­
cern to us.

6. In our view, the world situation has steadily
worsened since last year. The fundamental equilib­
riums which have dominated our globe since the
Second World War are breaking down; the worst
economic crisis since the war continues to beset us
without respite; there are more and more centres
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we oppose the carrying out of the world-wide efforts. realistic and have better chances of success? These are
On the contrary, the United Nations ought indeed to questions that must be answered at this session.
be able to play a more important role in this process 19. In this regard I should like to observe that if our
than it has been able to do so far. Unfortunately, hopes should be dashed and if global negotiations do
the second special session devoted to disarmament, not get under way-which we hope will not be the
in which so much hope had been placed by millions case-we ought not be too rigidly wedded to primarily
of citizens of good faith throughout the world, did not theoretical _.Jncepts but try to attack the problems
give any grounds for justified optimism in this regard. from a less ambitious but more 'concrete point ofview.
13. That special session of the Assembly, however, 20. What is important is that we should succeed in
did have the merit of producing a considerable continuing the dialogue and that we persist in seeking
impact on public opinion and beginning a process of a solution, whether it be global or consists of several
creating awareness, the effects of which may be felt partial phases. We should not lose sight of the fact that
only in the medium or long term. We hope that the it is the principle of interdependence that is the
new phenomenon of the pacifist movement-which governing factor, interdependence in an increasingly
should be allowed to express itself freely, even though complex world.
efforts are made to prevent it-will succeed in bringing 21. Unfortunately, the economic difficulties of today
moral pressure to bear throughout the world to adv~mce - . Th
the cause of disarmament, so vital for the future of lead to nationalistic reactions and self-protection. e
humanity. spectre of protectionism is once again looming on the

horizon. Have we so soon forgotten tbat the principal
14. The nuclear nations have a special role in the cause of the unparalleled economic boom following
disarmament process. I take this opportunity to the Second World War was the determined support
say how much importance we attach to ensuring that of the principles of free trade of goods and services?
negotiations between the United States and the Soviet 22. Experience has taught us that protectionism
Union on nuclear weapons of medium range lead inevitably leads to a limitation of growth, indeed a
rapidly to tangible results. We Europeans are indeed reduction in the volume of world trade, and to par­
the first to be concerned about this type of weaponry ticularly damaging repercussions on the small and
and for us the success of those negotiations are of weak. That does not exclude the fact that countries
primordial importance. whose economies are close to autarchy, which of
15. We hope also that the negotiations begun this year course are less seriously affected, do not escape the
between the United States and the Soviet Union on consequences of a world economy in recession.
strategic arms reduction lead to results within a 23. My country, which in view of its size is partic­
reasonable length of time and we are confident that ularly aware of its dependence and of interdependence
the proposals of the West submitted within the frame- in general, has always been especially atta.ched to the
work of the Vienna Talks on Mutual Reduction of concept of free trade in goods and services. I there­
Forces, Armaments and Associated Measures in fore take this opportunity to emphasize that one must
Central Europe will make it possible to bring about a not give in to protectionist temptations which may
progressive reduction of military forces. in the short run be alluring but lead, through an
16. If disarmament is a key problem in East-West escalation of counter-productive results, inescapably

. relations, it is equally true of North-South relations. to a negative balance-sheet for all trading partners.
In this context the problem is mainly one of con- 24. I wish also to say a word on hunger in the
ventional armaments and the disproportionate finan- world. This question, which is the most urgent of all,
cial burden of armaments on the heavily burdened should have absolute priority. It is indeed absolutely
budgets of most developing countries. unacceptable that in certain parts of ~!!e world'mal-
17. However, the predominant issue in North-South nutrition should be the rule when f()od surpluses are
relations is clearly the economic problem. The longest being improperly used elsewhere and indeed destroyed
and most severe economic crisis since the last war in order to maintain a level of prices acceptable to
has had a particular.ly damaging effect on the devel- the producers. The right to decent nutrition is one of

the most fundamental human rights, if not the most
oping countries, primarily the least advanced. That fundamental, and should be guaranteed for all.
crisis, in my view, is the main reason why it has not
been possible so far, despite long and laborious negotia- 25. The United Nations and its specialized services
lions, to start global negotiations aimed at establishing have rendered particularly precious assistance in all
a new international economic order. areas where hunger threatens, but we must observe

that the problem is far from being resolved. Perhaps
18. Luxembourg has always been, and remains, we are over emphasizing food aid pe,. se, that is, the
favourable to the launching of global negotiations. mere supply of food products, whereas it would
Considering the time spent on negotiating mererlY the certainly be better to enable the populations concerned
procedure and the agenda, without its leading· to an themselves to meet their own needs.
acceptable result for all, this session may well be our
last chance. If we do not succeed in getting the 26. After these considerations of East-West and
process under way now, this ambitious and grand North-South problems, I should like to turn to the
undertaking may remain a dead letter. Have we been principal areas of tension in the world today. We must
too ambitious in our objectives in ·wishing to attack unfortunately observe that since last year there has
all the problems at a stroke? Is an undertaking of such been a tendency' for conflicts to increase. The unCor­
dimensions viable in these times of crisis? Are there. tunately "traditional" areas of conflict have been
other alternatives which are less ambitious but more compounded by a new one, that of the South Atlantic.
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On that occasion, one of the members of the European two conflicts tails to a super-Power, whether it is
Community was the victim of grave violations of the guilty of direct intervention, as in Afghanistan, or
principles of tbe Charter, namely those of non-resort indirect intervention, as in Kampuchea.
to the use of force and the peaceful settlement of 34. The occupation of Afghanistan by Soviet troops
disputes. in flagrant 'violation of the fundamental principles of
27. My country, itselfa repeated victim ofannexatkm the Charter is now in its third year, despite the
and occupation by foreign Powers, can never condone vigorous objectio"1s of all justice-loving peoples and
resort to force or violation of the right of peoples to the courageous resistance of the Afghan people. We
self-determination. reiterate our deep devotion to the right of the Afghan
28. As for the Middle East, the situation has dete- people to self-determination and its right to return
riorated continually since the last session of the to its previous status of neutrality and non-alignment
General Assembly. The gravity and· the inherent under international guarantees.
dangers of that crisis, which has continued to shake 35. In Kampuchea, on the pretext of eliminating an
that part of the world since the end of the Second inhuman genocidal regime, Viet Nam has imposed a
World War, have been emphasized at countless puppet Government upon which it seeks to confer
meetings of the Security Council and at the seventh legality. Without wishing in any way to acquiesce in
emergency special session, when the Assembly met the barbarous policies of the Pol Pot Government,
to consider the problem on three separate occasions. we remain convinced that the invasion by Viet Nam
29. The tragic events which have continued at an is contrary to the principles of international law. We
infernal pace in Lebanon since the invasion in June shall never subscribe to the idea that it is incumbent
by Israel led about 10 days ago to the horrible mas- upon a more powerful neighbour to decide on the
sacre of some 1,000 Palestinian civilians in two refugee well-being of another nation. We believe that it is high
camps in Beirut. That criminal and irresponsible act, time for the people of Kampuchea, after such trials
just like the act committed against President.elect and suffering, at last to have the opportunity itself.to
Bashir Gemayel, can only be condemned. Like its decide on its ownfuture, and we welcome the formation
partners in the European Community, Luxembourg is of a coalition Government as an important step in that
convinced that the future of the Lebanese State can direction.
be assured only Ef all troops at present occupying 36. In Central America, there is no end to dangerous
the count~1'-those of Israel or the Syrian Arab tension. Although there has been some progress in
Republic-withdraw as soon as possible. certain countries, the situation remains unstable and

the peoples of the region are far from having achieved
30. As for the negotiation of a comprehensive peace the kind of coexistence enabling them to live in peace
for the region, events in Lebanon have shown the
ner::d for all parties to be involved, .which means the and security. Interesting proposals have been put

forward by certain countries, and we would hope that
Palestine Lib~ration Organization [PLO] as well. The. they will contribute to diminishing tension in the near
principles that should guide those negotiations are, future.
more than ever, the security of all States in the region,
including the right of Israel to exist; justice for all 37. In Africa, there are still numerous conflicts-in
peoples, including the right of Palestinians to self- Somalia, Chad or the southern part of the continent.
determination with everything that that implies; and, Let us say at the outset that the painfiJI problem
finally, mutual recognition of all parties concerned. of apartheid in South Africa is not near to an accept-
31. I would not wish to fail to welcome the new able solution. We condemn this ignoble attack on the

dignity of the human person and we remain convinced
American proposals announced by President Reagan of the imperative need to abandon this policy of racial
on 1 September, as well as ~he resolution which the discriminat~on if. a dangerous escalation of violence
heads of State and Government of Arab countries in southern Africa is to be avoided.
adopted unanimously on 9 September at Fez at the end
of the Twelfth Arab Summit Conference [A/37/696]. 38. Nevertheless, I should like to end on a some-
These different ideas, American and Arab, could what more optimistic note with regard to this part of
encourage concrete progress in the quest for a just the world: indeed, the Namibian conflict seems close
and lasting peace, to which the people of the Middle to a solution. We hope that it will soon be possible
East have aspired for so long. A necessary pTe- to eliminate the last remaining obstacles in order to
condition, however, is the establishment of a climate enable the Namibian people to determine its own
of confidence which is still lacking. future.

32. Another dangerous and explosive conflict, of 39. In this respect I wish to emphasize how deserving
which there is too little discussion in the Assembly, are all those who played a constructive role in the
is also present in the Middle East. I am referring to solution of this problem, whether from the group
the particularly bloody war between Iran and Iraq of five Western States or the front-line States, and
which has led to a huge number of victims and great I should like to see others take inspiration from this
material damage. This is another dangerous desta- model, which proves once again that when people
bilizing factor in the region of the Middle East, which come to the negotiating table with the firm intention
has been so sorely tried. It is important that reason of succeeding, even the most thorny problems can be
overcome fanatacism and that a negotiated solution resolved in a manner acceptable to all.
put an end to that bleod-bath. 40. The picture of the international situation I have
33. In Asia, two serious drawn out conflicts continue just drawn is especially bleak. Rather than allowing
to be of concern. The main responsibility for these ourselves to be discouraged and falling prey to

.-
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pessimism, we should consider this bitter reality as
a new challfmge and redouble our efforts to reverse
this trend.
41. The Organization-at least if we persist in up­
holding the Charter--is a precious instrument in this
regard. However, we must make use of this instrument
with deftness and dexterity if it is to function according
to the intentions of its founders. Hence, we must
guard against abusing it or making inadequate use of
it, be it for propaganda purposes or for short-term
political gain. In particular, we must ensure that every
organ functions in keeping with kis mandate and the
principles enshrined in the Charter.
42. Let us guard against bringing before the organs
of the Organization problems they are not competent
to deal with. Otherwise, the only result would be a
profusion of texts whose impact would be inversely
proportional to their number. That would only lead to
false hopes followed by political discontent from a
public which is already weary of the few successes
of the United Nations in certain specific tragic and
easily identifiable problems.
43. Those few thoughts concur with the substance of
the Secretary-General's analysis of the situation in his
report on the work of the Organization [A/37/1]. That
report, made without complacency, speaks to certain
weaknesses of the Organization but, above all,
addresses itself to Governments-that is to say, to
us-inviting us to go beyond short-term political
expediency and rediscover the true objectives of the
United Nations.
44. The fact remains that the Organization offers a
unique advantage, allowing constant dialogue amongst
all of us. It is up to us to preserve this advantage and
develop it to its full potential, so that the Organization,
in accordance with paragraph 4 of Article 1 of the
Charter, can be "a centre for harmonizing the actions
of nations in the attainment of common ends" and
re~ain so for future generations.
45. Mr. ANDREI (Romania) (interpretation from
French): Sir, it gives me particular pleasure to extend
to you the heartfelt congratulations and best wishes
for success on your election to the lofty post of Presi­
dent of the thirty-seventh session of the General
Assembly.

46. I should also like to take this opportunity to
express the Romanian Government's appreciation
for the activities engaged in by the Secretary-General
and to assure him of our full support in the discharge
of the mandate ofgreat responsibility entrusted to him.

47. The General Assembly at this session is called
upon to take up particularly serious problems and
questions of vital importance for the cause of peace
and international co-operation and the independence
and progress of all peoples.

48. Intemationallife'is charged with extreme tension.
Conflicts are raging in various parts of the world. We
see an intensification of the imperialist policy of
domination, of spheres of influence and of violation
of the sacred right of nations to freedom and sover­
eignty. The arms race, in particular the nuclear arms
race, is being pursued at an unprecedented rate and
there is an increased risk of seeing a nuclear war
break out, thereby imperilling the very existence of

human civilization. The world economic crisis has been
exacerbated and the gap between the developed and
developing countries is widening. That gap between
rich and poor countries is ever more acute and wider
in scope, thus increasingly becoming the fundamental
contradiction of our times. .
49. On the other hand, there is in intemational life
the gUl\wing will of peoples to put an end to the
imperial,ist policies of force and diktat, to put an end to
the arms race and to proceed to disarmament, pri­
marily, nuclear disarmament. Never before have the
aspiratit)ns of millions throughout the world to lead
a life cf dignity, freedom and independence and to
co-operate in peace and goodwill been so obvious
and ac'llieved such scope. Never before have the
protests of world public opinion been so vigorously
raised against the arms race, against acts of aggres­
sion and interference, against inequity and ineGuality
between States and, in particular, against war, which
is the most abnormal way of dealing with interna­
tional disputes. This awareness of the peoples, their
refusal passively to accept a foreign policy doing great
damage to their interests and eagerness with which
they demand their right to life, freedom, peace and
progress constitute a remarkable positive factor, a
source of optimism and hope that a better future will
dawn and that there will be a more equitable and
reasonable world.
50. The solution, in the interests of peoples, of all
problems constituting a h~avy burden in intema­
tionallife which have caused serious tension in inter­
State relations requires that all Govemments and
peoples unite their forces and co-operate more closely
to halt the dangerous course of events in Qrder to
resolve, by political means, situations of war and
tension and resume and strengthen the policy of
detente, co-operation, independence and peace.
51. The highest duty of conscience for all heads of
State and Government, for politicians of all persua­
c;:ions, is to identify with the vital aspirations of their
own peoples and of mankind as a whole, to devote
their energies to serving them, to become faithful
and active interpreters of the peaceful ideals of
mankind, to prove themselves dynamic activists for
the attainment of those ideals. That is the highest
reaso:: that should guide the statesman and politician
in their task. It is aiso their chance to stamp their
personalities on the destiny of our age, to go down in
the history of these tumultuous times as shining
examples of humanism and progress.
52. In the spirit of those major requirements of the
contemporary world, Romania and President Nicolae
Ceau§escu himself are persevering to improve the
intemational climate, to resolve by political means,
in the interests of all peoples, the enormous problems
confronting mankind, seeking to establish relations
between States on the basis of new, democratic,
equitable principles. The frequent meetings and talks
by the head of our State with the leaders of other
countries and politicans of all persuasions, and Roma­
nia's whole foreign policy, are constantly aimed at
achieving better co-operation and understanding
among States, at combining the efforts of all nations
to eliminate force completely from relations among
States, and at defending the freedom and independence
of peoples and the fundamental right of human beings
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and nations to Jive in peace in a world of co-operation develop in fuU freedom and independence and in
and understanding, free from weapons and wars. accor~ance with the general interests of world peace
53. The course of events has clearly shown that the and security. T~e Romani.an Government also advo-
outdated policy of the use of force and the threat of cates, a~d acts resolutely ID favour ~f, the :.ettlem~nt
force, of domination and diktat, of "might is right", of all disputes and states of. ~enslon and conflict
is the cause of phenomena which have led to and now betwe.en. States solely. br p~htlcal mean.s, th.rough
maintain the present state of tension in the world, as nego.tlatlon; the total elImmatlon of the pohcy of force
manifested in various aspects of international affairs. and !nterferen~e,and effort.s by the S~tes concern~d
Resort to fotCe is the origin of hotbeds of tension and to stifle ~.confllct as soon ~s It e"?-erges ID o.rder to aVOid
conflict, of all actions which disregard the legitimate new mIlitary confrontations hkely. to mcreast: the
rights of other peoples and the independence and dangers to world peace an~ secunty. As Preslde!1t
sovereignty of States. It is one of the main reasons Ceau§escu recently emp~a~lzed, no matter how dif-
for confrontation and armed conflict and for the flcult and hard the negotiations, those are the means,
intensification of the arms race, and one of the main and no others, that .must .b.e used to .solve problems,
obstacles in the way of economic and social progress completely renouncm~ mIlitary solutions and ~cts of
and the establishment of a new international econcmic force, which always bnng about loss ofhuman life and
order. material damage, causing heavy losses and' great

suffering to people~.
54. Resolving the major problems ofmankind, ending . . . .
existing conflicts and preventing new ones, therefore 58. The talent and gemus o~ s.tatesmen .10 thiS field
demands firm action to eliminate from international should ~e proved at !he ne{!otlatmg ta~le! ID the sub!le
life the use of force or the threat of force, and the and rational analysIs of ways to eh~mat~ con~lct
establishment of a new system of inter-State relations. and promote understandm~among nat.lOns, m seeking
Any strategy for tackling the problems of today, for mutu~lly acceptable sol~tlons;. t~ere. should be com-
striving to establish peace and bring about a new promise between th~ parties, ehmmatIon o!factors that
international political and economic order, must be prov~kec0!1front~tlon,and the sa!eguardmg of under-
based on the requirement that the use or threat of standmg, f~endshlpand co-~peratIonbetween pe~ples.
force must be completely renounced. That was, IS. ~n.d always will be t~e great vocation ~f

the real pohtlclans who are destmed to go down m
55. The complete rejection of the policy of force for history. Negotiations are preferable to even the
the solution of international problems is deeply smallest military conflict, and we must therefore
rooted in the traditions of the Romanian people. The' everywhere and in all circumstances follow the normal
great Romanian diplomat Nicolae Titulescu, Foreign path of starting r'egotiations with a view to preventing
Minister of Romania between the two world wars, military actions, not begin peace talks after force has
whose centenary is being celebrated in many coun- already been used, after blood has already been shed
tries this year, said: "War is never, absolutely never, and after serious human and material losses have
the solution to a conflict." That conviction led him already been caused. .
}~r~~e that the "force of law" replace the "law of 59. At this period so crucial for the fate of mankind,

. and for peace, the United Nations should carry out the
56. Today more than ever the use offorce is a double- task entrusted to it by the Charter and make good use
edged weapon. Apart from the human losses and of the possibilities open to it in terms of its purposes
material damag~ that it causes, as well as ~he op. and principles and its universal character. It should
probrium of world opinion and the vigour witn which support with its full authority the independence and
peoples unite in solidarity with the victims of acts of sovereignty of States and the right of each people to
aggression, the very results of the acts of force turn decide its own destiny, as a central pillar for building
against those who have perpetrated them. It is true new international· relationships in which the non-use
that no people will any longer allow itself to be of force or threat of force should become an effective
oppressed and that the brutal external policies of a rule in international life.
State and the violation of the nor!Ds of in~em~tional 60. In the light of these considerations, we believe
law and of the <?harter of ~e Umted NatIons m the that we must act without further delay, and as reso-
end red~und agamst the nation concerned. Therefore, lutely as possible, to resolve all conflicts between
the saymg that a pe~ple ~hat 0I?presses other pe.oples States by political means, through negotiations, in
c~n never be free IS stdl vahd, always and ID all order to prevent new disputes and military con-
circumstances. frontations.

57. Today, in a period of profovnd revolutionary 61. The grave situation in the Middle East, in par­
transformation, of broad changes a.nd the reshaping of ticular that resulting from the aggressive actions of
relationships on a world scale, of ~he establishment Israel against Lebanon and the Palestinian population
ofa new balance between States and groups of States, in that country, is a cause of the utmost concern.
the new system ofinternational relations must be based The Romanian Government has strongly condemned
on the principles of equality, of respect for national the military invasion of Lebanon by Israel, and in
independence and sovereignty, non-interference in particular the atrocities committed against the civilian
the internal affairs ofother peoples, and the settlement population in the refugee camps of west Beirut,
of all international problems and disputes by exclu- following the occupation of that part of the city by
sively peaceful means. We firmly' believe that there are Israeli troops. We are strongly in favour oftbe prompt
no problems, however complicated, which cannot be withdrawal of Israeli troops from Lebanon, of the
resolved by peaceful means, by negotiation, if the guaranteeing of that country's independence and
starting-point is respect for the right of each people to national .sovereignty, and its unity and territorial



68. At this session the General Assembly is to take
a decision on a draft declaration on the peaceful
settlement of intemational disputes,2 which has been
negotiated over the last three years. We believe that
the adoption of that text by consensus would constitute
an importalllt concrete step towards strengthening the
ability of the United Nations to make an effective
contribution to tile prevention of conflicts and to the
peaceful settlement of disputes among nations.
69. Romania considers that, in order to prevent the
appearance of new military confrontations and to find
viable solutions to existing conflicts, it is necessary
to create in the United Nations framework a special
body for good offices, mediation and conciliation,
which would act closely with the Security Council to
organize talks and to resolve differences among States,
exclusively by peaceful means.
70. Romania's initiative regarding the strengthening
of good-neighbourliness between States is aimed at
the same goal of consolidating international peace
and security by stimulating the development of
relations of co-operation· and understanding between
neighbouring States. We hope that the consideration
at this session of the Secretary-General's report on
ways of strength~ninggood-neighbourliness [A/37/476]
will constitute a step forward towards the attainntent
of fltis important goal.
71. Tbree months ago it was my honour, on instruc­
tions from President Ceau~escu and on the basis of the
mandate handed down by the Grand National As­
sembly, to stand at this rostrum, at the 22nd meeting
of the twelfth special session, and set forth Romania's
position and proposals regarding disarmament
problems.
72. That second special session of the General As­
sembly devoted to disarmament highlighted the
demand of the world's peoples to put an end to the
arms race and to proceed to specific disarmament
measures. Halting the arms race and moving towards
disarmament-iri the first place, nuclear disarma­
ment-are the central problem facing mankind. The
very existence of life on our planet, and of a civiliza­
tion which has been built up over thousands of
years, is threatened. Never before has the burden of
the arms race weighed so heavily on the shoulders of
all peoples, on the economies of all States, including
the most powerful and highly developed; never before
has the impact of the incredible military expenditures
on economic development been so sorely felt.
73. Weaponry is a tragic and absurd waste of the
resources of our plane~ and of the work of mankind,
a terrible factor in the impoverishment of peoples,
and an obstacle on the path of civilization, at the very
time when two thirds of mankind can barely subsist.
Nuclear catastrophe has become a world-wide obses­
sion, a source of terror for all, and has left its gloomy
imprint on future generations. It is high time for all
men of conscience throughout the world to unite to
put an end to this anomaly, this absurdity.

74. Although at that special st~ssion the representa­
tives of States came OlJ sCrongly against the danger
looming over mankind, the Assembly was unable to
adopt decisions leading to concrete measures for
disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, on the
basis of a comprehensive programme. We consider

lU General Assembly-11Vrty-seventh SessIOn-PIenary Meetings

integrity, and of a b10ad-based reconciliation of all
p'"Utical forces in Lebanon, in order to permit the
reconstruction of the country and to bring about peace
and tranquillity.
62. It is now imperative that we step up political
and diplomatic efforts to bring about a compre­
hensives just and lasting settlement of !he situation.
in that area, on ~he basis of the withdrawal of Israel
from the Arab territories occupied as a result of the
1961 war; the solution of the problem ofthe Palestinian
people through the recognition of its right to self­
determination, including the establishment of its own
independent State; and the gu.aranteeing of the
integrity, independence and sovereignt:; of all the
States of the area. ~n view of its conv~cti(1O that the
settlement of the Palestinian problem is the key to
peace in the Midd~~ East, Romania con~iders that a
Pale~tinian State mllst be created alongs~de the inde­
pendent Israeli State, and that everything must be done
to ensure the peaceful coexistence ,of those two States
and of all the countries of the region, each of them
enjoying appropriate guarantees of its security and
independence.
63. Romania and its President believe that it would
be necessarJ and useful to convene an international
conferenc~ under United Natiom.\ auspices and with
the pao.J1icipatkm of all interested States and parties,
including the PLO as the le:~itimate representative of
the Palestinian people, as well as other States which
could make ii positive cuntribution to the establishm{;nt
of peace in that '?'egion, including a contribution to the
solution of the Palestini.an problem.
64. A series of proposals has recently been made
for the resolution of the conflicts in the Middle East.
These contain new elements and positive approaches
and set forth a basis fo[' ihe intensification of politkal
and diplomatic activity in order to achieve a compre..
hensive, just and lasting solution of the situation in
that region.
65. Romania, which maintains relations of friendship
and co-operation with both Iran and Iraq, considers
that it is necessary to put ~nd end to the fighting
between those two neighbouring countries, which has
already caused great losses of human life and of
property for both parties, and that their troops must be
withdrawn to the intemational boundaries which
existed before the outbreak of the war. It is neces­
sary to move on to a political solution of the problems
between the two countries.
66. I take this opportunity also to reaffirm Romania's
solidarity with and active support for the position and
initiatives taken by the People's Democratic Republi,~

of Korea aimed at the peaceful and independent
unification of Korea.

67. While working for the elimination of ,~xisting

confljcts, it is neces~ary to act res,olutely and to arl\.lpt
measures to forestall ihe appearance of ntlW conmcts.~
States must rel!()unce an ar;ts of force and settle aH
their disputes by peaceful means; the United Nations
must make a greater contribution in this field. In this
connection we have followed with interest, and
we SUppJrt, the Secretary-General's efforts to
strengthen the role ,CJf the United Nations in the
maintenance ofintemational peace and security, wllich
is an objective of vital interest for all States.

j
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79. The implementation of a set of measures for
halting the arms race and proceeding to disarmament
should be carried out in conditions of reciprocal trust
and equal security for all· countries, through the
achievement of a military balance at levels as low as
possible and under suitable international control.

80. To this end, we are in favour of the creation
within the context ofthe United .Nations of an interna­
tional body having the right to inspect and monitor the
implementation of agreed disarmament measures. To
make real progress towards disarmament it is neces­
sary to do everything to dismantle opposing military
blocs.

78. Also ofparticular importance for the maintenance
of international peace and security would be the adop­
tion ofeffective measures for the substantial reduction
of conventional weapons and for building confidence
among States. Rcmania is in favour of the establish­
ment of a common agreement on the part cf the two
blocs and, in general, between the two sides, on as
~ow a ceiling as possible for the principal weapons:
aeroplanes, tanks, warships, missiles, heavy guns,
and so forth.

77. In order to halt the arms race, Romania has
proposed a freeze on military expenditures at 1982
levels, ar.d their subsequent reduction by 10 to 15 pet
cent by 1985. A portion of the funds thus released
would be used to support the efforts of developing
countries, the remainder being devoted to the eco­
nomic and social development of the countries which
have made those reductions. Romania intends to act
in that direction at the prer:~:mt session, to encourage
efforts towards the freeze and reduction of military
expenditures and towards the enunciation of prin­
ciples which could govern the activities of States in
this field.

75. Romania is expressing the unanimous will of
the Romanian people, which has taken and continues
to take broad action for djsarmament and peace, by
continuing to stroggle for the achievement of th~ vital
aspiration of mankind to live in a world free from
weapons and free from war. At the special session,
my Government for its part put forward· a set of
specific proposals on disarmament, the stronger for
being subscribed to by 18 million of its citizens.

76. We believe that the highest priority must be given
to nuclear disarmament and, first and foremost, to
halting the manufacture of nuclear .weapons and· to
moving forward to the gradual reduction of existing
stockpiles to the point of their total elimination, and
to banning completely all nuclear weapons and other
weapons of mass destruction. That process should
begin with the significant reduction ofnuclear weapons
by the two great Powers, for example a 50 per cent
reduction in an initial phase, as a step towards the
total elimination of nuclear weapons.

that especially important proposals were put forwara 81. Given the particularly serious situation in Europe,
during the special session and that those proposals we are resolutely in favour of a halt in the stationing
should be taken into consideration to identify common of new medium-range missiles in Europe. We favour
elements which could form the basis for the elaboration the withdrawal and destruction of missiles' already
of the comprehensive programme of disarmament and installed and the elimination from the continent of all
which should be taken up by the working bodies on nuclear weapons. In this spirit Romania welcomed
disarmament. the negotiations between the Soviet Union and the

United States of America on medium-range nuclear
missiles as well as those on strategic weapons and
expressed the hope that those negotiations would
yield positive results•.Since the problem of medium­
range missiles is Gf direct concern t<;». all El.,tfo~a.n

nations, we expressed the opinion that in one way or
another all States of the continent must participate in
the Geneva negotiations. The bringing about of urgent
agreements on these questions is of vital importance
for all States, since missing this crucial opportunity
would mean the opening up of a nGN long phase of
military competition, with incalculable consequences
for Europe as a whole and indeed for all mankind.
82. As a European country Romania is constantly
endeavouring to bring about security and co-operation
on the continent so that when it resumes its work the
Madrid session of the Conference can proceed
fruitfully and constructively and agree on the con­
vening of a conference on confidence-building and
disarmament in Europe and thus contribute to the full
implementation of the provisions of the Final Act of
Helsinki and ensure continuity in the proceedings
of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in
Europe.
83. As part and parcel of its policy of peace, secu­
rity and disarmament in Europe, Romania is ·striving
for the comprehensive development of relations
among the States of the Balkans so as to transform
that region into a zone of friendship, co-operation,
good-neighbourliness and peaceful coexistence and a
nuclear-weapon-free zone.
84. By its very structure and functions, and because
it is a forum for all States, the United Nations must
play a particularly important role in an authentic
disarmament process. In view of the primary responsi­
bility of the United Nations for the maintenance of
international peace and security its role and its con­
tribution to di~armament must be strengthened by
bringing about, under its auspices negotiations and the
adoption and monitoring of disarmament measures.
85. The extensive demonstrations for peace and
disarmament that have taken place recently, and
which continue to take place in a number ofcountries,
including Romania, eloquently prove the strength of
peoples and their ability to' bring about, by acting in
increasing unity, the transition to effective measures
of disarmament that would stave off the nuclear
danger. We believe that these movements must enjoy
full support, including support from the Un!t~d

Nations, because in the present circumstances the role
of the peoples of the world as a whole is really decisive
in the bringing about of disarmament, in guaranteeing
the national peace and independence of all States. In
this regard a particular role and responsibility devolve
on scientists, who know better than anyon~ the
destructive capacity of modem weapons and the
catastrophic consequences of a nuclear war. Through
United Nations studies and research on disarmament,
and conferences, symposiums and seminars organized
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with the broad participation of non-governmental
organizations and the mass media, and with the help
of scien.tists representing world public opinion, the
United ~ations can make a signal contribution to
ensuring effective support for the struggle for
disarmament.

86. Broad dissemination, within the framework ofthe
World Disarmament Campaign, of the latest report of
the Secretary-General entitled Economic and Social
Consequences of the Arms Race and of Military
Expenditures [A/37/386P will help to emphasize the
extremely harmful consequences of the increasing
stockpiling of weapons for the economic and social
life of all peoples and for world peace and security.

87. Still within the framework of the World Disarma­
ment Campaign, Romania recently hosted at Mamaia
an important meeting of representati\'~s of public
opinion with the participation of representatives
of non-governmental organizations from the ma­
jority of European countries, the United States and
Canada. They had a constructive and fruitful exchange
of views on specific ways to halt the arms race and to
bring about disarmament. In the same spirit, Roma­
nia proposed the convening of a world conference on
the role of the mass media-radio, television, the
press-in promoting a climate of understanding, con­
fidence and co-operation that could contribute to
peace and disarmament.

88. The present division of the world into rich and
poor countries, a result of the long policy of imperialist
and colonialist domination, alLd the persistence of
unjust and inequitable economic relations among States
have engendered grave economic anomalies and
tensiOli in international life and have reduced, some­
times to nothing, the results of efforts at the economic
and social level made by developing countries,
worsening the economic gap between the developed
countries and the developing countries. Unfortunately,
the conferences and meetings that have taken place in
recent years on the new international economic order
have· yielded virtually no result. Urgent actions are
necessary to bring about the adoption, through interna­
tional negotiations of effective measures to speed up
the'economic and soci&l progress of the developing
countries, to revitalize economic activity at the world
level and to bring about new relations among States on
justice and equity and mutually advantageous eco­
nomic trade through ensuring that the developing coun­
tries have broad access to modern technology.

89. In this regard Romania believes that it is par­
ticularly important to embark on global negotiations
without delay within the framework of a United
Nations conference to examine and resolve basic
problems concerning international economic co­
operation. This is especially important and necessary
since the world economy is now on a particularly
dangerous slope.

90. The arms race and the economic policies followed
by certain deveioped countries, far from opening up
prospects for the overcoming of crisis phenomena and
instability, which are proliferating, merely aggravate
the situation, with extremely negative consequences
for the developing countries. The recession in the
capitalist developed countries, the high cost of energy,
the excessive interest rates, the protectionist policies

and the drop in the price of raw material, coupled
with increased prices for manufactured goods, have
created obstacles in international economic relations
and severely damaged the developing countries,
thwarting their efforts to develop their human and
material resources.
91. Given the growing interdependence that char­
acterizes the world economy there is a real danger of
being plunged into a crisis of devastating proportions.
In one way or another, all the peoples of the world
are affected by the world economic crisis. All nations
are paying for the upheavals which have taken place
in the world, and the effects of the continual slide of
the economy are unforeseeable. It is in the interest of
.111 States, irrespective of size, social system or degree
of development, to act together in joint efforts to
eliminate factors that artificially heighten the crisis,
to find reasonable solutions to economic conflicts and
contradictions, to bring about new and equitable rela­
tions among States so that the new international
economic order may be established.
92. This present session of the General Assembly
must also be availed of to launch comprehensive
negotiations, and the sixth session of UNCTAD must
be used to translate into reality the programmes
of action adopted under the auspices of the United
Nations and in general to produce a radical change
in the state of affairs that characterizes the world
ecor.omy. Proceeding to disarmament is a major
imperative in the maintenance of international peace
and security, and the establishment on a new basis
of economic relations among States is just as vital in
the safeguarding of the prospects for progress 01 all
the peoples of the world.
93. In recent years we have witnessed the intensi­
fication of the developed countries' practice of
recruiting qualified personnel from the developing
countries. The exodus of skilled people to the
developed countries, which in fact represents an
important transfer of human resources, only per­
petuates and aggravates the imbalac~~s and difficulties
in the economies of the developing counbies, with
grave economic and social implications. Since it
deprives these countries of an important part of their
skilled labour force-an essential factor in economic
growth, for the training of which those countries
made great efforts, expending important material and
financial resources-such an exodus of skilled people
acts as a brake on economic and social development
and thus contributes to widening further the gap
between the developed and the developing countries.
That is why Romania considers it necessary that the
United Nations assume a greater role in extending
international co-operation aimed at stopping this
practice, encouraging the return to their countries
of origin of qualified personnel settled in developed
countries, compensating the developing countrl~s for
the expenses they have incurred and assisting the
developing countries in training and retaining qualified
personnel in accordance with the requirements of
their national economies.
94. In present cir~um5tances, we believe that we
must expand and intensify efforts staunchly to defend
the supreme fundamental right of peoples and nations
tn life, peace and a free and independent existence.
This right should be more forcefully and more dearly
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reflectea in the debates and documents of the States, irrespective of their system, size or potentim,
General Assembly. Priority attention should be given in solving the problems confronting mankind. It is
to the solution of problems as important to the human particularly necessary to ensure conditions that will
condition as the guarantee of the right to work for all enable small and medium-sized countries, the devel-
members of society, the effective exercise of the right oping countries and the non-aligned countries to play
to education and the assurance of living conditions an increasingly active role in the debate on and the
which permit the full flowering of the human per- settlement of all problems arising in relations between
sonality. States. We must not forget that the balance of power
95. Romania, the Romanian people, affirm their has changed radically, that a diversification of the
active solidarity with the Namibian people in their centres of power has occurred, that the so-called
struggle under the leadership of the South West Africa third-world countries represent the great majority of
People's Organization [SWAPO] to accede to com- the world's population and that, consequently~ they
plete national independence, and act consistently to must have an important voice in all world policies,
ensure the elimination of the policy of apartheid and in the consideration of controversial issues and in the
racial discrimination in South Africa, condemning search for new solutions which meet the interests not
acts of aggression committed by that country against only of a group of States but of the international
neighbouring States. We must most resolutely combat community as a whole. In this respect, we attach
the activities and ideologies which foster hatred and particular importance to the drafting and adoption of
violence, while taking every care to protect the younger a universal code of conduct concerning the funda-
generations from their baleful influence. mental rights and obligations of States.
96. The problems facing youth will be thoroughly lOO. In order to obtain those goals, it is necessary to
examined by the General Assembly in the framework improve the activity of the United Nations, demo-
ofthe preparations ti,)f International Youth Year, which cratize its organs, structures and functions, increase

'n be I b d' 1985 d hP' its effectiveness and adapt it to the present and future
WJ ce e ,rate.a un er t e motto •• articlpa- requirements and realities of the international com-
tion, Development, Peace". At its second session,
the Advisory Committee for International'Youth Year munity. The United Nations must become a dynamic
db' d . and effective forum for the political settlement of

ma e su stantlve recommen atlons concerning .the international problems, conflicts and situations of
implementation of the Specific Programme of Mea-
sures and Activities to be undertaken prior to and tension among States and for holding multilateral
during that Year.4 It is our view that activities under- negotiations.
taken during ~nternational Youth Year should be' 101. In order to enhance the role and the contribution
directed at strengthening international co-operation in of the United Nations in resolving international
the solution of the specific problems which are today of problems, it is imperati\'~ that each State strictly
concern to the younger generations. We attach great respect the decisions of the Organization and that the
importance to the proposal to draft a declaration on obligations and commitments undertaken during
the rights and responsibilities of youth. the negotiating process be fulfilled in good faith.
97. An important role will also be played by the 102. In conclusion, the Romanian delegation wishes
Organization in 1983 in five regional meetings devoted to reaffirm from this rostrum its determination to
to youth, including a meeting that the Romanian co-operate closely with all other delegations in the
Government has offered to host in Romania. We search for the best way of achieving all those ob-
believe that all these meetings will provide oppor- jectives, so that the present session may by its results
tunities thoroughly to consider the specific problems discharge the great responsibilities with which the
of the younger generations on all continents and will United Nations is entrusted in the fulfilment of the
make a valuable contribution to the preparation for aspirations of all peoples to peace and progress.
and successful celebration of International Youth 103. Mr. COLOMBO (ltaly):* Allow me, first of ail,
Year. The Romanian delegation, aware of the ever Sir, to convey to you, on behalf of the Italian Govem-
greater interest of States in problems relating to youth, ment and on my own behalf, most sincere congratu-
expresses its conviction that the General Assembly lations on your election as President of the thirty-
will approve all the recommendations drawn up by the seventh session of the General Assembly. Wc are
Advisory Committee for Internat~onal Youth Year at pleased that this honour has been conferred on the
its second session. representative of a nation with such great traditions.
98. If the complex problems confronting mankind Your vast experience of the workings of the United
today are to be solved it is more than ever necessary Nations is a guarantee of the successful performance
to strengthen the role that the United Nations is called of the delicate task entrusted to you. "-', -
upon to play in the maintenance and c(in~olidation 104. I should also like to express our sincere gratitude
of peace and security, the promotion of international to your predecessor, Mr. Kittani, who fulfilled the
law in relations between States and the democra- mandate entrusted to him by the Gen~ral Assembly
tization of international life. last year at a particularly challenging time for the
99. In the view of Romania and of President Ceau- Organization with great dedication and skill.
~escu, the United Nations can and must play a more 105. The deep appreciation of the Italian Govern-
active role in resolving the major problems of the ment, and my own appreciation, also go to the new
contemporary world in the interest of the peoples. It Secretary-General, Mr. Perez de Cuellar, who, in the
.must act resolutely to establish relations between
States on new and democratic bases which guarantee • Mr. Colombo spoke in Italian. The English text ofhis stat~ment
the participation in conditions of equality of all was supplied by the delegation.



t

116 General Assembly-Thirty-seventh SeaIon-PIenlry Meetings

II I

nine months since he took office, has so completely standing among Member States in general and, in
fulfilled the hopes placed in him. A worthy representa- particular, those with seats on the Security Council.
tive of the illustrious Latin American legal tradition, 112. In fact, only the United Nations, constituted
and particularly the Peruvian school of international and consolidated around an ethical and normative
law, he has tackled the difficulties which the Organi- system of peaceful and civilized international co-
zation has had to overcome in this period of his term existence, can point out the difficult but necessary
of.office with wi~dom, equanimity and, above all, a course, not based on the mere reality of the balance
keen sense of justice. In his search for the road to of forces but guaranteed by the rule of law and by
peace, in his indefatigable championing of negotiated considerations of justice. It is to this goal that our
solutions and in his firm defence of the principles of common efforts must be directed, benefiting from the
the Charter, the Secretary-General has had and will growing maturity of conscience evident on all sides,
continue to have the full support of the Italian and not forgetting that the initial and the most con-
Government. crete means of expressing our will for peace is con-
106. The international situation during the past year stituted by a balanced reduction of nuclear and con-
has been growing steadily worse: hotbeds of tension, ventional armaments.
sometimes turning into violent struggles and wars 113. Italy is convinced that the way to peace is to
-with immense losses of human life and acute be found primarily through development. Hence the
suffering-have, in fact, constituted threats to the need to allow each country to pursue the development
p=&ce and security of the world. course best suited to its own requirements, while
107. The United Nations is all too often faced with respecting its own traditions, and to participate ade-
serious restraints. Even in its most committed actions, quately in the global world process of production
it seems unable to fulrd the expectation that it should and distribution of goods.
not only be the forum of major international debates 114. The recent Toronto meetings marked a positive
but also the institution capable of acting dTectively stage within the framework of the North-South
to prevent or to extinguish conflicts. This must not dialogue. My country, together with other members
discourage us. It is the specific duty of us all-in of the European Community, has made a concrete
taking note of this disquieting reality-to analyse in effort to solve the problem offinancing the sixth replen-
depth, with proper realism, the causes of these limita- ishment of the International Development Association
tions, and to give careful but dynamic consideration L1DA] and thus to guarantee adequate ald- flows. The
to the most effective means of enhancing the role of understanding concerning the start of negotiations for
the Organization which, in an international situation the further financing of the seventh replenishment of
characterized by an increase in hotbeds of war, is IDA also constitutes a major advance. The problem of
finding it hard to promote a more equitable interna- the Eight General Review of the International Mone-
tional order and is often powerless to prevent violations tary Fund [IMF] Quotas, even if not finally resolved
of the peoples' sovereignty, offreedoms and ofhuman at Toronto, now appears in a more favourable light as a
rights. result of the agreements reached there on the consid-
108. In suggesting this I am fully mindful of the eration of increased quotas, which we favour.
recent detailed report of the Secretary-General on the 115. But solution of these and other problems re­
work ot the Organization [A/37/J]. The ideas under- garding relations between industrialized and emerging
lying this report naturally elicit a deeply felt and countries requires a more rational and adequate
positive response from my country. negotiating framework. That is why we remain con-

vinced of the urgent need to initiate the global nego­
109. In fact, we share, on the whole, the perceptive tiating process. The important developments of the
evaluations he has made of the causes most frequently last few months, as reflected in the submission of the
responsible for the limited effectiveness of United draft resolution by the developing countries and in
Nations action. In particular the slow recourse of the results of the June Versailles Economic Summit,
Member States to the mechanisms provided for in the should induce us to take the present opportunity to
Charter and the failure to adapt national policies to the reach an agreement. More important than the excessive
specific provisions of the resolutions adopted, refinement -of the text of a resolution is the setting in
especially those adopted unanimously, are in our motion of a. negotiating mechanism and to begin,
opinion most often and most directly responsible for together, the global study of North-South relations
the failure of United Nations action. with a view to their improvement and development.

110. Even though it was signed 37 years ago, the 116. On the basis of these assumptions, as well as
Charter still provides means for prompt and effective for other idealistic and humanitarian reasons, my
action in order both to prevent international crises country has decided to make a particular effort in
from arising-before situations have crystallized t appropriating, for the three-year period 1981-1983,
sometim~s irreversibly---and to ensure the rapid return some $4 billion for development co-operation, notwith.
to a state of normalcy in the areas concerned. standing the considerable economic difficulties which
111. It is therefore not outside but fully within the we, too, are facing.
Charter that the study I just mentioned would seek 117. In this context ample priority will be given
ways of restoring active vitality and decisive effective- by Italy to assistance to the less developed countries,
ness to the Organization. Such a conscientious analysis particularly in the agro-industrial sector. In April of
could, in our opinion, give rise to a more binding this year a high-level technical meeting was held in
system of collective security, the most solid founda- Rome, in preparation for a subsequent meeting at the
tions of which would be constituted by greater under- political level, to discuss in depth the problems of
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hunger ID the world. That meeting showed that there
was broad agreemen~ on the most suitable and
effective, as well as the most modem, means of action
to combat that scourge. The purpose of this initiative
launched by Italy at the Ottawa Economic Summit
meeting of industrialized countries in July 1981 was to
promote a set of joint initiatives while broader discus­
sions would develop in the framework of global
negotiations.
118. I would also recall that my country has reached
agreement with UNICEF and WHO on a five-year
programme, 1982 to 1986, involving $100 million, that
will help to reduce infant mortality in 15 developing
countries.
119. I should also like to mention the outline agree­
ment signed in Washington with the World Banks
whereby the Italian Government will make available
to that institution-in addition to the regular contribu­
tions already made by Italy-a sum of approximately
$400 million in assistance loans and grants over a
three-year period.
120. The last specific action, in chronological order,
by Italy is the initiative', in collaboration with FAO,
to alleviate the food problem in eight countries of
the Sahel. Altogether this programme will cost
$500 million, to be provided entirely by my country,
over a period of five to seven years.
121. With these initiatives Italy intends to carry out,
in the immediate future, an even more organic policy
of co-operation, in collaboration with United Nations
agencies and programmes, based on a realistic and
effective strategy for action that will directly and fully
involve the developing countries themselves as
partners. South-South relations, in which we see the
prospect of concrete and substantial developments
in the years to come. should also be encouraged.
122. Italy will continue to provide financial support
for the growth of the developing countries with a view
to attaining even before the end of the decade the goal
of assigning 0.7 per cent of the gross national product
l~ development, in accordance with the International
Development Strategy for the Third United Nations
Development Decade [resolution 35/56, annex].

123. The creation of a better international order
presupposes the commitment of all States-whatever
political-institutional pattern they follow, in keeping
with their respective ne:ds and traditions-to respect
human rights, which represent the highest value that
our society is required to protect.

124. These are the beliefs of Italy, a nation that can
speak in the name of its ancient traditions as well as
its active and highly dedicated present. It has known
3,000 years of history, difficulties, disputes and wars,
but in the Mediterranean region, from which I come,
in the course of encounters and, admittedly, clashes
between different civilizations originating in three great
continents, there has been growing consideration for
the values of the human being, his rights and his
freedom everywhere in the world, and we are proud of
that fact.

125. However, it is in this very area. of age-old
civilization that in the last few weeks human rights
have been totally ignored and trampled underfoot.
The images of the tragic events in Lebanon are stl~1

vividly and horrifyingly impressed on our minds.
Following the assassination of President-elect Bashir
Gemayel and the entry of Israeli troops into west
Beirut, in flagrant violation of Israel's commitments,
there was a tragic increase in violence. In connection
with the Sabra and Shatila camps one of the most
bitter pages in recent history was written. It revolts
the conscience of the world and it arouses feelings of
indignation and the strongest condemnation against
those directly and indirectly responsible for the
slaughter, as well as feelings of pity for the innocent
and helpless victims. This is a lesson which should
induce everyone to reflect on the inhuman and
monstrous consequences which await those who
repeatedly take the path of violence.
126. Since in too many areas there is still a dis­
turbing discrepancy between theoretical affir~ation

of principles and their concrete application in regard
to human rights, Italy deems it essential that the
United Nations be enabled to have: a more direct
and incisive impact on the work of verifying effective
respect for such principles. The lack of a suitable and
prompt response to the intolerable defiance inherent
in the persistence, and indeed the spread, of flagrant
and serious violations in many countries is highly
damaging to the prestige of the United Nations.
127. We certainly do not consider that an organi­
zational adjustment is an adequate response to one of
the most serious problems of our time, the solution
of which depends on the ever increasing maturity of
our common sensitivity and on the courage, never
clouded by opportunism, to denounce any violation
of human rights.
128. On East-West relations, Italy continues to
pursue a firm, responsible policy and is therefore
always ready to take part in a constructive dialogue.
Detente must be preserved and indeed given a new
impetus. Italy is convinced that there is no alternative;
therefore, wherever possible, it works with the utmost
commitment for the fruitful resumption of the process
of detente. Sometimes more recent and very serious
events may make us forget or may divert our attentio'
from the events which have most affected the increase
in tension between East and West and are decisive
elements in the disquieting international situation
facing us today.
129. In view of its gravity, the Afghan problem must
continue to be a focal point of our debate at the
thirty-seventh session of the General Assembly and for
United Nations action in general. Three years have
now elapsed since the Soviet invasion, but the resis­
tance of the proud Mghan people to a regime imposed
from outside is stronger than ever. The tragic ody§sey
of those long-suffering people, great numbers ofwhom
have been forced to leave their homeland and seek
refuge in neighbouring countries, troubles us pro­
foundly. We have to note with deep regret that there
has still been no response to the appeals and the
constructive proposals mllde by the General Assembly,
the non-aligned movement, ~he countrIes of the Orga­
nization of the Islamic Conference ~::ld the countries
of the European Community with a view to the
restit.ution of the right of the Afghan people to self­
determhlation and the re-esrtablishment of that
country's traditional status as zrti independent, neutral
and non-aligned State. Thf;rerore we fully support



continued pursuit of the Secretary-General's initiative
concerning tripartite negotiations in Geneva.
130. The Polish problem, not only because it is being
emitted only a few hundred kilometres from our
borders but also because it involves our culture,
affects us directly as Italians and Europeans concerned
with the construction of an open Europe committed
to human rights, peace and progress. The Italian
Government and Italian public opinion is deeply con­
cerned about the drama of the Polish nation, whose
courageous search for valid and autonomous forms of
renewal has been violently interrupted.
131. Unfortunately even the most recent events con­
firm that there has been no significant development in
that area, which is still the scene of a series of
challenges to the Polish people's aspiration. to free­
dom, ranging from the persistence of martial law to
arbitrary arrests, and contacts between the Govern­
ment and the bodies most representative of the people
have not been resumed. Only a resumption ofdialogue
and the participation of all the vital forces of the
nation can give the support ofa consensus to economic
revival and social peace.
132. But the situation h Poland is not the only ob­
stacle to the process of detente, the momentum of
which unfortunately diminished following the signing
of the Final Act of Helsinki. Serious blows have been
struck at the foundations of world peace by changes in
the balance of forces to the ;)dvantage of the East.
These balances must be restored. That is the firm
resolve of my Government. Italy is ready in this
context to make its full contribution to the study
and solution of the problems deriving, above all, from
the accumulatinn of all kinds of armaments, often in
excess of any reasonable or legitimate national
security need. In that spirit and in expectation of
general afid complete disarmament under strict interna­
tional control, my country participated with hope and
commitment in the second special session of the
General Assembly devoted to disarmament. We are
not ·taking a sceptical view of that session. We merely
say that efforts should be continued and intensified.
133. In this connection, I should like to confirm that
my country considers that the solution must be sought
in the direction of the zero option, with the aim of
ensuring the total elimination by bo~h the Soviet Union
and the United States of the lethal and destabilizing
medium-range missile systems. Also, as regards the
strategic arms reduction talks, Italy is determined to
make its own contribut~on both in the framework of
Atlantic consultations and through appropriate
bilateral channels with the two Powers involved.
134. While recognizing the objective difficulties in
a.rdving in the near future at a verifiable treaty on the
comprehensive prohibition of nuclear tests, I confirm
that my country attaches paramount importance to
that objective. However, we must not neglect the very
serious issue of chemical weapons. Italy is also com­
mitted to progress in negotiations on the subject of
conventional weapons, particularly as regards initia­
tives aimed at limitinR and reducing internatianal
transfers of that type of weapon.

135. The crisis in the process ofdetente unfortunately
had negative repercussions on the follow-up meeting
to the Conf~rence on Security and Co-operation in
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Europe, held in Madrid, which after three post­
ponements was approaching a positive outcome. Our
concern for safeguarding the process of that Con­
ference, because of its world-wide as well as European
importance, led us to agree to a further postponement
until the beginning of November, which is now close.
We hope that the General Assembly will encourage
the European countries to create, in keeping with the
provisions of the Final Act of Helsinki, the necessary
conditions for the proceedings to be resumed and to
move towards a positive conclusion.

136. Unfortunately, the persistence and aggravation
of focal points of tension in many parts of the world
inevitably cause serious apprehension among the
entire international community. The Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Denmark, in his capacity as current
President of the European Community, expressed
here, at the 8th meeting, the anxiety which we all feel
over the world situation and identified and commented
in depth and with lucidity on those international
problems which, because of their gravity, must be
brought to the attention of the Assembly.

137. I am thinking first of all of the Middle East,
an area of traditional and direct responsibility for my
country, situated as it is in the centre of the Medi­
terranean region. A moral and political judgement on
the recent tragic events in Lebanon is not enough.
There must be concrete action if this viciou~ circle is
to be 'broken. Aware of this fact, Italy made direct
efforts with a view to the adoption by the United
Nations of measures to deal urgently with that situa­
tion. A first important step was the strengthening of
the United Nations observer contingent, decided upon
by the Security Council in its resolution 521 (1982).

138. In view of the gravity and urgency of the
situation and bearing in mind the fact that the consulta­
tions held by the Secretary-General had shown that
it would be difficult to reach agreement quickly on the
deployment crf an international force, and also in
response to appeals received, Italy decided to take the
initiative in ensuring the speedy reconstitution,
toget.her with the United States and France, of the
multinational force for Beirut, which will act with
United Nations observers upon the formal request of
the Lebanese Government and in conformity with
the objectives of resolution 521 (1982).

139. Fo!'~wing the most dramatic phase of the crisis,
it Vimbe necessary to proceed rapidly to the com­
plete withdrawal of Israeli troops and all other foreign
forces stationed in Lebanon against the wishes of the
lawful authorities of the country, so that the Lebanese
Government can exercise its authority fully over the
entire national territory. Only thus will Lebanon be
able once more to become an element of stability in
the region.

140. We must, however, never lose sight of the com­
prehensive peace settlement that we have long ad­
vocated, both on behalf of Italy and in the context
of the European approach to the problems of the
Middle East, as the sole solution capable of bringing
lasting stability to the entire region. This can be
achieved only by seeking an equitable slolution to the
long-standing Arab-Israeli conflict, giving equal
weight to Israel's right to be recognized and accepted
by its neighbours and to exist within secure and
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9th meeting-29 September 1982 11'

guaranteed boundaries and to the right of the Pal- tribute to a speedy solution to the Cyprus problem.
estirlians to see the fulfilment of their national aspira- That visit afforded a useful opportunity for closer study
tions. We are thus more convinced than ever of the of the individual aspects of this question with a view
need to facilitate a start to negotiations that can to ascertaining what concrete openings could be. dis-
involve all the leading protagonists in the Middle East cerned in the long-standing intercommunal talks. It
conflict. It is particularly necessary that the Israelis also provided an opportunity to reiterate Italy's
and Palestinians should be able to move beyond the readiness to assist the Secretary-General and his
logic of confrontation and violence and become aware representative in Nicosia in their difficult task of
of the existing realities in the area as a prerequisite mediation in the negotiations between the two Cypriot
for reciprocal recognition, even if it is conditional. communities; their dialogue is useful in itself because
141. Italy looks with interest and appreciation to the it serves to release much tension. The positive change
possibilities of a breakthrough and the important in climate in Greek-Turkish relations could also
pronou'1cements in the recent statements made by facilitate rapprochement in the positions of the two
the President of the United States, which contain sides in Cyprus.'
more specific details regarding a solution to the 147. Also in connection with the efforts made to
Palestinian problem and give greater prominence to create suitable conditions in the Mediterranean f1>r
that problem in the general context of the Middle East peaceful and profitable collaboration between all the
quesHon. coastal States, we should mention the interest with
142. The leaders of the Arab countries, meeting at which the Italian Government views Malta and the
Fez a few days ago, on the commendable initiative consolidation of its position as a neutral nation, whose
of the King of Morocco, put forward interesting new development along lines of genuine non-alignment we
ideas based on the Fahd plan, ideas which we appre- welcome and sincerely encourage.
ciate and which suggest a high degree of restored unity 148. There is another region, the Horn of Africa,
in the Arab world based on positions which are not with which my country has strong ties and which
extreme but in fact show a trend towards a certain unfortunately has not yet overcome the serious crisis
negotiating flexibility. affecting it. Our commitment to the development of
143. It must be noted that in the Arab world, Egypt these peoples, both bilateral and multilateral, is
--even at the cost ofisolation-has set a good example, growing and in fact we feel that such development is
which certainly gives it a prominent role in those the basic problem to surmount. We feel also that, in
developments. I should like also to mention the con- a spirit of mutual respect and consideration for the
tribution made by Jordan to this greater search for' principles established by the Organization of African
negotiated solutions. Unity [OAUj, collaboration and negotiation constitute

the means for overcoming the present crisis in the
144. Recent statements by the leadership of the PLO Horn of Africa. However, in recent months we have
-which I in Italy's view, continues to be a key factor seen a further violation of frontiers-this time to the
in future peace negotiations-statements endorsed by detriment of Somalia-which' is most worrying and
Arafat himself at a meeting I had with him some days which still persists. Everyone must shoulder his
ago in Rome, show signs of an increased awareness responsibilities and an end must be put to those acts
on the Palestinian side. We hope that this develop- of war.
ment in the Palestinian position, which we have duly
noted, will be further consolidated so that in the 149. To the south on the African continent, despite
occupied territories it will be possible to make pro- South African military initiatives in Angola, which we
gress towards the establishment of a Palestinian firmly condemn, efforts to pave the way for Namibia's
homeland through the exercise of a free choice by the independence as provided for by the United Nations
Palestinians of thejr own destiny made in full aware- have advanced considerably, although too slowly since
ness of the realities of the area and the importance 1982 is almost at its end and that goal has not yet been
of gradualism. This means abandoning any attempt to attained. We hope that the necessary trust between
dispute Israel's existence or to threaten its security. the parties will'grow during this final stage and serve,
We are convinced that the time has come for Israel among other things, to protect southern Africa from
also to show determination to enter a new phase of the impact of world tension.
negotiations and peaceful settlement, rejecting the 150. The region of the South Atlantic has also been
alternatives of confrontation and military action. troubled by a serious armed conflict in recent months.
145. Italy views also with great apprehension the Ever since the outbreak of the Anglo.Argentine crisis
continuation of the tragic and disastrous conflict in the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), Italy has actively
between Iraq and Iran. We are aware of the appalling endeavoured to avoid any deterioration of that situa­
suffering and destruction which the war has brought to tion-orat any rate to limit its negative consequences­
the two warring countries and we intend to act in all in close contact with the Governments of the members
suitable forums in an endeavour to expedite a peace- of the European Community, with the United States
ful solution to the conflict, in conformity with the and with many Latin American countries, which have
relevant resolutions of the Security Council and in line similarly attempted to divert the crisiJ towards a
with the statement issued by the 10 members of the peaceful solution.
European Community on 24 May 1982 [see A/37/285]. 151. I recently visited Latin America in the hope
146. Close to the area of the Middle East, in the Near that, while taking account of my countrY's position
East, there is another crisis-in Cyprus, more limited in the course of the conflict, Italy or I myself could
but for us Mediterraneans a source of serious concern. help to restore, in the common interest relations
On 2 July 1982 I visited that island in order to con- between South America and the European Community.
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It is our firm belief that relations, co-operation and ofcommon historical traditions and common economic
understanding between the countries of Europe and and social realities.
Latin America, which are linked by common ties of 159. It is on the basis of this conviction that Italy,
culture, language .and civilization, are essential for along with the nine other countries ofWestern Europe,
world equilibrium. is committed to the construction of a great economic
152. With regard to the 5\pecific problem of the and political community ready to collaborate with all
Falkland Islands (Malvinas), Haly's position has been peoples and capable of being an important factor for
to condemn the act of aggression; it has been and balance and progress in the international society-a
remains in favour of a resumption of the dialogue community tbat wishes to participate fully in the
between London ancl Buenos Aires, naturally without universal dialogue for which the present forum is the
any pre-conditions concelrning the subject under United Nations.
dispute, within the framework of the United Nations 160. With the immediate prospect of new Members,
and with the possibility of recourse to the good offices of ever-closer and interlocking ties between the coun-
of the Secretary-General. tries of the Community and of the strengthening of
153. Another region of the world of concern to our those ties already existing between them and groups
country is Central America, where, to the local causes of countries of other continents, as exemplified by
of the crisis-found in the age-old but currently the Lome Convention, we see how fundamentally
unacceptable conditions of cultural, social, political important integration effort of our peoples is to the
and economic deprivation in which the people are realization of those higher ideals enshrined in the
living-have been added recently, following inad- principles of the Charter.
missible foreign interference, the consequences of 161. Despite the difficulties it encountered, and
East-West rivalrY. precisely because of its inherent evolutionary paten-
154. For our part, we believe that every effort should tial, the European Community has during the past
be made to take the uphill path to peace and, con- 25 years succeeded in giving fuller expression on the
sequently, we are in favour of multilateral and bilateral old continent and throughout the world to the profound
initiatives in this direction, as well as of the assistance sense ofequality, freedom and justice ofthe Europeans
programmes thus far implemented to help the countries and to their desire for a constant constructive dia-
of the region, to which we hope that the European logue with all peoples. This opening on the world is
Community can also contribute. the corner-stone of the Community's international
155. With regard to Asia, the situation in Kampuchea, action.
another independent and non-aligned country that has 162. For those reasons, we view with great satisfac-
fallen victim to military occupation, continues to tion and interest the parallel development in other
interfere with the development of relations among major areas in various continents of organizations
Asian peoples. My Government considers that the which deal at the regional level with difficult and
solution of this crisis must be based on the emergence often contentious international questions, and which
of a sovereign, independent and neutral Kampuchea are united in their assessments and decisions by an
with a politically representative Government free from awareness of shared common interests.
any military presence.

163. Action based on peace, justice and the well-
156. Also in the context of Asia, I should also like being of peoples which is harmonized at the regional
to recall that, unfortunately, the Korean question level always has its natural and preferred epicentre in
remains unresolved. The Italian Government would the United Nations. The time is ripe for the develop­
welcome the initiation of a dialogue between the two ment of active solidarity capable of enabling the
States aimed at arriving at an agreement guaranteeing United Nations to work effectively to translate the
peaceful coexistence with a view to the reunification progress of the times into human terms and to organize
of the peninsula. properly the vast new potential of civilization and
157. The peoples consider that the United Nations technology.
should eventually become the parliament of concord, 164. Mr. PYM (United Kingdom): Sir, I should like
peace and co-operation. That is a most noble under- to begin by congratulating you on your election to the
taking, but certainly a very difficult one. We, the presidency of the thirty-seventh session of the General
States Members of the United Nations, wiser through Assembly and to offer you my best wishes in the tasks
the painful experiences of our past, which dictate which lie ahead of you. I should like, too, to join
prudent farsightedness and a responsible imagination other speakers who have expressed their gratitude to
on our part, must not dash their hopes. the outgoing President, Mr. Kittani, for his distin-

guished efforts on behalfof the Assembly. It also gives
158. I have already indicated that the current pan~ me particular pleasure to pay a tribute to the Secretary-
oramaofinternationalsociety is verffarfromreflecting General, who in his first year in office has shown
the great ideals of the San Francisco Charter and that admirable flair and discretion in discharging his
the way in which the machinery it provided is being responsibilities. His dedication and integrity are
used is far from satisfactory. My country is convinced beyond praise. He has already brought the Org~niza­
that, apart from other ways and means we should tion much credit. The United Nations could not be in
explore to remedy that situation, we can take a better hands.
significant step fOlWard through more intensive
action in the main geographical areas, where it is 165. The maintenance of peace, the development of
possible to confront problems and relax tensions in friendly relations between States, the promotion of
the light of the Charter, but also within the framework social and economic progress and of respect for
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human rights and fundamental freedoms through
international co-operation-these are the noble
purposes for which, under the Charter, the United
Nations exists. Once more we must assess how far
those purposes have been achieved; we must examine
the problems facing the world community, and see how
better to realize our joint purposes. These purposes
are by no means exclusively political, and neither,
of course, are the problems. The daily lives of all our
peoples are just as much affected by the decisions we
take and the progress we can make on economic,
social, humanitarian and commercial issues. The
United Nations has rightly involved itself in such
questions as agricultural productivity, energy and
food programmes and population control. These are
issues to which Britain attaches great importance, as
we do to international economic matters, such as the
role of the financial institutions and the avoidance of
protectionism and trade wars.

166. I do not intend today to deal comprehensively
with all the problems that confront us. That would
make my speech intolerably long. I would also be
repeating much of what the Foreign Minister of
Denmark said at the 8th meeting in the name of
the European Community and its member States.
I propose to concentrate today on questions of peace
and war. This year we have little cause for satigfaction,
and none for complacency. The world is no more
peaceful than it was 12 months ago. On the contrary,
new conflicts have arisen-several of them. Old ones
have worsened. Since the last session of the General.
Assembly thousands of innocent lives have been
lost. Hundreds of ihousands have been forced from
their homes to swell the growing flood of refugees.
Countless others have witnessed the destruction of
their property and livelihood. Who is responsible for
this misery and waste on such an enormous scale?
I do not think that the blame can be laid in any way
at the door of the United Nations system as such. The
Charter remains as valid today as when it was drawn
up almost 40 years ago. Nor does the fault lie in the
way in which the organs of the United Nations are
constituted.

167. The fault lies with us, the Member States. The
Secretary-General, in his report on the work of the
Organization, has drawn attention to the need for us
to re-examine the way in which we use the system
we have inherited. I warmly endorse his thesis. We
have received his proposals with respect and wilt
study them with care. The Secretary-General has also
emphasized the fundamental need for Member States
to recommit themselves to the Charter. Clearly, the
system cannot perform the tasks which the founders
gave it when there is so widespread a tendency for
Member States to flout the obligations they have
assumed under the Charter. Time and again we
encounter the depressing fact that if a State is
determined to resort to force or to violate interna­
tional law it is virtually impossible to stop it. Wars
arise not because ofany failing on the part ofthe United
Nations system but because national ambitions and
rivalries prove 'stronger than respect for the principles
of international law and the Charter. The impotence
of the United Nations in these circumstances may
seem to historians in the next century to be one of
the more extraordinary facts of contemporary interna-

tiona! life. I know that the Secretary-General is
determined to do what he can to improve the record.
We for our part will do all we can to help him. The
first step must be to discard preconceptions and
self-serving analysis, and to look again at the roOts of
the problem.

168. What are the principles of the' Charter whose
violation is at the heart of so many of our conflicts?
First and foremost is the requirement in Article 2
of the Charter to settle disputes by peaceful means imd
to refrain from the unlawful use of force. As the
drafters of the Manila Declaration on the Peaceful
Settlement of International Disputes, which is to be
considered at this session and, we hope, approved,2
have so aptly put it, neither the existence of a dispute
nor the failure of a procedure to settle it peacefully
can justify the use of force by any of the parties to
it. Otherwise, in a world where there are such dis­
parities between nations, the strong will inevitably
batten on the weak and we shall all be subject to the
law of the jungle.

169. By extension of the same principle, terrorism,
too, must be rooted 9ut. Terrorists can only discredit
the causes for which they claim to work. We will
always listen to civilized advocacy. But terrorism
means the massacre ofinnocent penple. Bombs planted
in crowded restaurants, airline pas3engers held hostage
or sprayed with gunfire, diplomatic personnel assas­
sinated-this can be condoned by no one. The interna­
tional community should unite to condemn terrorists
and bring them to justice. To make exceptions is to
spread the scourge.

170. I therefore urge all those that have not already
done so to sign and ratify the Hague,s Montreal6

and Tokyo? Conventions concerning the safety of
civil aviation and the Conventions against the taking of
hostages [resolution 34/146, annex] and on crimes
against internationally protected persons [resolution
3166 (XXVIII), annex]. And I hope that those that
have signed and ratified those Conventions will do
their utmost to carry them out.

171. A second basic principle of the United Nations
is respect for human rights, entrenched since 1948 in
the Universal Declaration to which we all subscribe.
Respect for the Declaration is easy. What remains is
for us to ensure that its provisions are observed. That
is far harder. In many countries the spirit and the
letter of the Declaration are persistently and delib­
erately ignored. In recent years the United Nations
has made some limited progress in developing its
ability to respond to such situations. But all too often
its responses have been and remain pitifully inade­
quate.

172. Another of the basic principles is self-determina­
tion. It is a principle whose implementation has preoc­
cupied the Organization and informed. its proceedings
ever since its inception. The right of all peoples to
self-determination is enshrined in the two International
Covenants on Human Rights and underlined in such
important United Nations documents as the Declara­
tion on Principles of International Law concerning
Friel.dly Relations and Co-operation among States in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations.
Indeed, the United Nations has long since come to
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regard self-determination as not just a principle but
an inalienable right.
173. Self-determination is therefore fundamental to
'British foreign policy. Thanks to our recognition of
this' right in regard to our own dependencies, nearly
50 members of the General Assembly have taken their
places here. Never in the whole history of the world
has there been such a massive transfer of power,
voluntarily and deliberately undertaken. The legacy of
our imperial past is not bitterness or suspicion, but
friendship and co-operation.
·114: .;The achievements of the British in decoloniza­
tionsince the last war have been our expression and
application of the principle that we have long sup­
ported in other parts ofthe world. To take one example,
early in the nineteenth century, Britain recognized the
struggle of the newly emerging Latin American
nations for independence. We stood by them and
gave them support. We were among the first to realize
the justice of their aspirations, and we laid a basis of
friendship and mutual respect which has persisted to
this day.

Mr. Fischer (Austria), Vice-President, took the
Chair.

175. The example ofLatin America showed the world
that respect for self-determination was the right and
natural way to discharge colonial responsibilities.
Next year is the bicentenary of Simon Bolivar, and
I should like to pay a tribute to him and to the nations
which he brought to birth. Our relations with the coun­
tries of Latin America which reflect that history have
been and remain of great importance to us.

-176. This last year, Britain itself has been involved
in a major conflict, a conflict which we and our fellow
members of the Security Council tried strenuously to
avert. On 1 April 1982· the President of the Council,
in the name of all its members, appealed to Britain
and Argentina to exercise the utmost restraint. Britain
responded positively to that appeal. The response of
Argentina was a military invasion of the Falkland
Islands. Following an authoritative determination by
the Security Council the next day that Argentina's
invasion of the Falklands had created a breach of the
peace, and a mandatory demand by the Council in its
resolution 502 (1982) that Argentina withdraw, we went
to every conceivable length to avoid having to resort
to force in self-defence.

177. The Security Council thus sought first to deter
Argentina from aggression and then to induce it to
withdraw. The efforts of the United Nations-the
efforts of the Security Council and of the Secretary­
General himself,-to achieve a peaceful settlement had
the full, active and whole-hearted support of the
British Government. They failed through Argentine
obduracy.

178. Throughout our campaign to repossess thk
Islands, we took immense care to act strictly within
the framework of the Charter, at each point reporting
our actions to the Security Council. The force we used
in self-defence under Article SI was the minimum
necessary to remove Argentina's occupying forces.
We made it clear that in so acting we were showing
our absolute determination to implement to the full
our obligations towards the populations of our

dependent Territories under Articie 73. We will not be
deflected from that determination and I make that
quite clear.

179. By m~~rating the people of the Falklands from
alien domination, we were also standing up for the
right of a small but authentic people to determine how
they should be governed and how they should live.
Our tragic losses in men and ships were considerable,
but we were able to prove that in some cases, given
the will and the courage and the professionalism
required, aggression does not pay.

180. The Argentine invasion took place when nego­
tiations in good faith were actually in train between
Britain and Argentina. We were talking round the
table with the Argentines at the time. Suddenly and
brutally they decided upon a military invasion. That
flagrant violation of the principles of the non-use of
force and the peaceful settlement of disputes has
radic;aily altered the situation. It will be t'i~ry difficult
indef~d to revive our confidence in Argentine inten­
tions. It will take a long time. Why, even now, has
Argentina not accepted the definitive cessation of the
hostilities which it so mistakenly initiated? Is it not
for Argentina to prove that it has renounced any
thought of using force? Is it not for Argentina to
demonstrate respect for the right ofself-determination,
including the right of the Falklanders? Will Argentina
now abide by the principles of the United Nations and
the precepts of international law? Those are the ques­
tions which must be answered if confidence i~ to be
rebuilt.

181. But the Falklands dispute, though it loomed
large for Britain, is far from being the only e~ample

ofdefiance by Members offundamental United Nations
principles. It is certainly far from being the most
costly in lives. The region which has suffered most
from war over the past year has undoubtedly again
been the Near and Middle East.

182. The Israeli invasion of Lebanon has been
horrifyingly destructive and has taken a terrible toll
of innocent life. Israel has legitimate security con­
cerns, but the operation undertaken against Lebanon
went far beyond the requirements of Israeli security
and was pursued in defiance of the explicit demands
of the Security Council. Force was used dispropor­
tionately and relentlessly, and in the process the
Lebanese people and Palestinian civilians have paid
a cruel price. It does not require much. imagination
to realize the bitterness and resentment they must feel.

183. At the heart of the issue is the Palestinian
people's right to self-determination and their aspiration
for a land of their own in the West Bank and Gaza.
Only by reconciling that right with Israel's right to a
peaceful existence within its own borders will there
be a lasting end to this appalling conflict. I believe
-and we must certainly hope-that a significant
proportion of people in Israel and the Arab world are
now convinced that war is not the answer and are
prepared·to compromise for peace. Experience does
nol encourage us here, but the proposals put forward
by President Reagan and by the Arab heads of State
have created a new opportunity and a new outlook
for negotiations which none of us can afford to see
wasted. The choice lies with the peoples of the'region,
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but they are going to want and to need all the help
the rest of us can give them.

184. The conflict between Iran and Iraq has equally
been ruthless and bloody. It has cost many thousands
of lives. Obviously it has seriously endangered the
stability of a crucial regicn of the world vital to the
interests ofmany countries outside. Surely by now both
sides must accept that further conflict is fruitless.
As so often in war, both sides have been the losers.
To prolong the conflict will only increase the suffering
of theil own peoples.

185. Although the Middle East has recently held the
main focus, we must not forget that the same prin­
ciples are involved in other areas. It is now nearly
three years since the Soviet Union mounted its massive
military invasion of Afghanistan. The General Assem­
bly has three times cried out for the self-determination
of the Afghan people to be respected, cries which
have been cynically ignored by the Soviet Union.
No one knows how many people have been killed; no
one knows how many villages have been destroyed
or how much the lives of innocent people have been
disrupted. All those facts are suppressed, and people
can well understand why. What we do know is that
some 3 million refugees have fled their country,
imposing an enormous burden on its neighbours.
Pakistan's impressive and generous handling of this
problem deserves our admiration. We also know that
the Mghan people continue to resist the imposition
by Soviet arms of a regime they do not want. What
a crime against humanity war is, and what a blot upon
our collective record.

186. Then, in Kampuchea, an unrepresentative
regime is also kept in power by the armed forces of
its larger neighbour. In this case the invader was Viet
Nam. The regime was imposed by militarY invasion
more than three years ago. All the efforts of the
United Nations and the neighbouring countries of the
Association of South-East Asian Nations-which we
have whole-heartedly supported-have so far failed to
move the Vietnamese from their insistence on main­
taining by force in Kampuchea a regime to suit their
own interests. The recent formation of a coalition of
Kampuchean resistance forces could prove a signifi­
cant step towards a comprehensive political solution
based on self-determination, and we wish it well.
As in the· case of J\..fghanistan, Britain will continue
to work with every oth~r freedom-loving country for
a just solution to this ditipute and to ensure that these
continuing injustices are not forgotten.

187. And the same is true concerning Poland. As a
European country Britain has been profoundly con­
cerned with events in Poland. The struggle in that
unhappy country may on the face of it seem to some
a domestic problem. But of course it is far more than
that. This time last year the Polish people were seeking
peacefully to liberalize and reform their society under
a regime that was originally imposed on them
from outside-and, incidentally, with no consultation
and no reference to their rights of se~l-determination.
Since then, with full Soviet encouragement and
support, the PoJish regime has taken deliberate steps
to crush the hopes ofthe people for a freer and morejust
society. No freedom-loving person, no true democrat,
no one with any feeling for human rights can fail to

be concerned that a wave ofoppression has once again
swept across that long-suffering country and its valiant
and noble people. We shall continue to call on the
Polish authorities to fulfil their undertaking to return
to the path of renewal and reform, and we shall con­
tinue to urge and press the Soviet Union to allow the
peoples und~r their tutelage to develop in ways more in
accordance with their natural traditions and aspirations
and. in accordance with the principles of the Charter
of the United Nations.

188. By contrast it is a relief to be able to record that
in one of the world's major disput.es progress has been
made recently towards a settlement based on a Se~urity

Council resolution. I am glad that Britain, as a
member ~f the contact group, has been able to con­
tribute towards progress over a settlement in Namibia.
For progress there has undoubtedly been. Although
it is premature to assume that the many obstacles in
the path of Namibian independence will all be over­
come, it is !lot, i think, too much i\i hope that the
people of Namibia may soon have the opportunity to
determine their own future and to do so in elections
held under United Nations supervision. If 2 solution
can be achieved in this way in Namibia it will indeed
be a success to chalk up for persistent and patient
diplomacy backed by the United Nations. I should like
to pay a tribute to the constructive way in which the
parties to the dispute and the front-line States have
approached these lengthy and delicate negotiations.

189. A settlement in Namibia, if it can be added to
that in Zimbabwe, would provide further proof that
the complex problems of that troubled region of
Africa can be solved through peaceful means rather .
than conflict and violence. There is no need for
further lives to be lost. We hope for peaceful evolu­
tion within South Mrica itself and the emergence
there of a form of government based on the consent
of the South African people as a whole.

19G. I should also like to welcome signs of progress
in another region where the United Nations has long
been directly involved, namely Korea. We are
encouraged by the positive attitude to c~ntacts with
the North shown by the Government of the Republic
of Korea. This shou!d contribute to the prospects
for a lasting solution to the Korean question based on
genuine understanding.

191. There are many Member States which are not
directly involved in any of the problems I have
touched on. But there are some international issues
which affect us all. One of them is disarmament.
I want to say that the British Government remains
fully committed to the pursuit of realistic, balanced
and verifiable arms control and disarmament measures
in both nuclear and conventional forces which will
promote peace with freedom and security at a lesser
cos:.

192. The second special session on disarmament did
serve to concentrate the minds of world leaders on
this subject. But it was a forum for stimulus and
review, not negotiation. The straight talking and the
hard work has to be done in the negotiations taking
place elsewhere, in talks on strategic arms, inter­
mediate-range nuclear forces, mutual and balanced
force reductions and chemical weapons.

IT
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to ensure that this thirty-seventh session will be
crowned with success.

199. I should also like to congratulate the outgoing
President, Mr. Kittani, who conducted the work of
the Assembly during the past year with a sense of
impartiality and wisdom that we all should recognize
and appreciate.

200. For the first time in th~ history of the Organi­
zation, the responsibility of conducting the work of
the Secretariat has fallen to a Latin American. Spain
shares the satisfaction and legitimate pride of Peru
and all the peoples of Latin America. Today we
r.~iterate our confidence, already confirmed by the
facts, in the political skill of Mr. Perez de Cu6l1ar.
His experience and ability, well known to us, have
been manifested in recent months during critical times
at whii::h he has shown himself capable of placing
his full efforts at the service of the cause of peace
with patience~ wisdom and dedication.

201. During the year that has elapsed since the
beginning of the last session of the Assembly, it could
not be said that the United Nations has reached the
goals of international co-operation and coexistence
laid down in the Charter. In addition to problems
inherited from the past, we have seen new tension
and conflicts emerge with their tragic sequel of loss
of human lives, irreparable damage, suffering and
the development of potentially still more dangerous
situations. Unfortunately, all this casts greater
discredit upon the Organization. Both in disarmament
and in the progress of economic co-operation, two
serious questions, progress has been practicaily non­
existent.

202. My country has been a member of the Security
Council for some two years. From this position of
responsibility we have been able to take an active
part in the consideration of matters such as the Middle
East conflict, the situation in southern Africa, the crisis
in Lebanon and the problem of the Malvinas.

203. In each case, we have maintained an absolutely
independent position, based on the application of prin­
ciples of our foreign policy in defence of the Charter
and of the resolutions adopted in the United Nations.
We have constantly endeavoured to ensure that the
action of the Council was sufficiently prompt and
effective to prevent open confrontations and loss of
human life.

204. The Spanish delegation has taken part both in
the deliberations of the Council and in negotiations
among its members and interested parties in the
solution of conflicts. When we have felt that our
initiative was necessary, we have placed before the
Council draft resolutions inspire4 by those principles
and by humanitarian reasons.

205. At times our efforts hLve led to the adoption
of resolutions. At other times, they have been blocked.
Unfortunately, some countries have placed greater
trust in -victory by arms than in the fruits of dialogue
and negotiation. We are at least left with the satisfac­
tion of knowing that we have put forward appeals and
proposals for peace, negotiation and compromise when
there was still time to prevent bloodshed. Still, a
minimum oflucidity suggests that once again, this year,
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193. Britain's principal purpose, the principal
purpose of the United Nations, is peace. In the
absence of a world-wide will for peace, it can be
achieved only if each and every memoor of the interna­
tional community respects the principles of the
Charter. All Members of the United Nations bear a
heavy responsibility to remember that it is an orga1lli­
2ation designed to preserve the peace. To use it as a
forum for ideological rhetoric is to undermine the
respect in which it should be held and to diminish
its capacity to fulfil its purpose.

194. I referred earlier to the importance my Govern­
ment attaches to international economic c('J-operation.
Our record speaks for itse~f. I wish that that were
~rue of all who orate 017. the subject in this Hall. To
say that this co-operation .presents a moral challenge
is not new. But the conce~t g~ins force in face of the
cun'ent painful re,:uities of the world economy, with
growth barely visible, inflation a pel:~isting plague,
unemployment still rising.. For develo~'ed countries
these problems have been serious; for developing
countries they can be devastating.

195. So today it is more than ever in the mutual
inter~5t of develop~d and developing countries to
pull together. Renewed stable growth in the world
~conomy, the balanced and reciprocal development of
world trade, the social a.qd economic well-being of
the developing countries, especially the low-income
countri~s, are in the general and the particular interest
alike. Our conviction that CUlTent problems need to
be tackled posi1tively is underlined by the United
Kingdom's strong support for IDA and thr, recent
release of our third instalment for the sixth replenish­
ment of IDA, our continuing support for an open
world trading system, our resistance to protectionist
mea:lures, and Oiir maintenance of a high level of
offidal development assistance and essential private
capital flows. I fully assQciate mys.elf with the remarks
of the distinguished Foreign Minister of Denmark, who
spoke at the 8th meeting on behalf of the 10 member
States of the European Community. North-South
matters require a continuing commitment from all
of us.

196. Brit8.in's fon~ign policy is firmly based on respect
for the principles which I have been talking about
today. We shaH continue to strive for the main~enance

of peace, a1Yld W~: shall work for that with all our
friends and allies in all parts of the world. In this
search for pt~aCf: there is no place for make-believe
or deceit. Ulless we face up ~o the issues involved
in each con~1ict and in each disagreement square!y,
unless we decide ~!1 face them together with a will
to resolve them w~(hout recourse to violence or war,
we will nevc::r be successful.

197. S~ let us go forward from here now7 with
dedication and realism, to work together for thu peace
which the billions ~.nd billions of people we here
represent long for.

!98. Mr. PEREZ-LLORCA (Spain) (interpl'elaflion
from Spanish): Sir, in congratulating Mr. Hollai on
his unanimous election to the presidency, I wish ~o

express the confidence of the Spanish dele8~:tion in
his experi~nce and knowledge of the questions that we
shall be discussing and assure him of Olir co-operation
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its tragic spiral of violence and tension which threaten
to spill over the borders of the States of that re-sion,
is taking on alarming proportions. The instability is
growing through the deterioration of national eco­
nomies? ~ggravated by adverse international economic
factors ao·J a lack of understanding on the part of the
ec('nomically powerful countries, which reduce to cold
fis~res the treatment of issues so basic to Latin
America as trade of commodities, on which the
development and survival of entire peoples depend•
213. Various plans and peace pr.oposals for Central
America have not attained the objectives set. The
coherent and reasonable plan of President Lopez
Portillo of Mexico, proposals far Central American
meetings emanating from Panama, have not reached
a stage ofmaturity and execution because the common
horizon is darkened by misunderstandingand viol~mce.

214. Spain is continuing to give priority attention to
and show greater concern for the development of the
Central American tragedy. We consider it necessary to
d~sign a pattern of solutions based on a number of
basic ideas r which in our judgement could be the
following: rejection of so-called military solutiops,
which lack effectiveness; reliance on political nego­
tiations involving all national forces; an appeal to the
principle of non-intervention, which must be applied
strictly in Latin America to ensure that each people
can determine its own fate; a willingness to assist in
the consolidation of democratic and pluralistic alter­
natives, convinced of the need to organize peaceful
coexistence on the basis of a respect for life and free­
dom and the requirements of social justice; and
unequivocal and indiscriminate condemnation of the
violation of human rights, without any territorial or
ideological exceptions.
215. In affirming these ideas. the Spanish Govern­
ment will always be ready to contribute its efforts and
determination, as we have said before in United
Nations forums and as we publicly proclaimed in the
Bogota Declaration last August. Spain understands the
deep roots of the problems of these nations. We feel
these problems as our own, and we know that it is
unrealistic to trust that the course of time or unilateral
formulas will resolve them, because the Central
American situation nef:ds solutions urgently, before
it deteriorates into a conflict affecting the entire area
and becomes one of the major focal points of world
crisis.
216. The renewed Centml American tragedy is even
more regrettable in that it is avoidable. All that is
necessary is a collective commitment to respect
borders; to give Central American States the assurance
that there will be no interference and that there will
be self-determination for their peoples; to refrain·from
sabre-rattJin'g, which makes neighbouring countries
nervous and causes them to give the acquisition of
weapons precedence over the satisfaction of social
needs; to make the necessary effort to modernize
their societies and encourage sCrupUlGiIS respect for
human rights. If we all dedicate ourselves to the task
of encouraging the restoration of social and political
balances, facilitating negotiation between democratic
and representative force~ and avoiding the possible
dead-end ofarmed confrontation and political polariza­
tion, we shall have embarked upon a road leading
to peace and stability in the entire zone. The Spanish
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the reason of force has made more headway than has
the force of reason.
206. During the past year, Spain has pursued its
course towards full membership in the political,
economic and defence institutions of the world tu
which it belongs. It has done so faithful to its European
and Western vocation and aware that the defence of
its national interests and of international peace and
progress required the full normalizQtion of its presence
in its natural forums and aware also that through that
normalization it was serving the objectives of
equality and absolute and uncompromising defence of
its own sovereignty. These are objectives which are
best served by participation rather than by main­
taining anomalous positions of dissociation and
indirect links with those forums. This was required
by our history, our culture and our own gecgraphical
situation and made possible by the full restoration
of the political values of freedom and pluralistic
democracy.
207. We are taking our place in Europe and the West.
We are doing so in conditions of equality and respect
for our sovereignty, overcoming the merely indirect
relationship which previously existed. We have done
so aware that it does not diminish but rather enhances
our independence for outside action and our capacity
for activity in the world; good proof of this has been
our involvement with the ~ecurity Council.

208. We have done so with the certainty that our
action is not directed against anyone but only in favour
of our natiomd interests and rights-aware, finaUy, .
that the histotic restitution of Spain to a position of
equality with the rest of the West enriches and gives
meaning, depth and coherence to the other innate and
profound dimension of our historical being, the Latin
American dimension, and at the same time encourages
our involvement in other forums of particular
relevance, such as relations with the Mediterranean,
Arab and African nations.

209. In recent years, our relations with the brother
peoples of America have grown spectacularly in
the area of economic, commercial and technical
exchanges, cultural and educational co-operation and
Spain's presence, contacts and full participation in the
institutional framework being shaped by that com­
munity of nations.

210. Thus,' we have now become members of ECLA
and observers in the Andean Pact and we have, as
full-fledged members, subscribed to the Andres Bello
Convention this year and the Hipolito Inanue and
Simon Rodriguez conventions in 1981. It is clear that
greater involvement by Spain in its environment
enables its presence in the Americas and the Americas'
presence in Spain to have greater depth, impetus and
promise..

211. But, above all, we maintain with Latin America
a common political will, seeking to ensure that in the
United. Nations and in other international forums
to which Spain belongs we can advance and defend
th'" problems and just causes of those brother nations
which Spain defends as its own.

212. These months of crises and international
problems have been particularly difficult' for Latin
America. The grave situation in Central America, with
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Government whole-heartedly desires that peace and
stability and is prepared to co-operate fully, together
with sister republics of Latin America, in the achieve­
ment of that noble objective.
"t.. ~ ••

217. Another focal point of tension in Latin America
has been in the South Atlantic, where a colonial situa­
tion has led to bloodshed and a tragic war. The
Spanish Government has followed with concern and
anxiety the development of the areted conflict in the
Malvinas, a confrontation which should never have
happened and which could have been avoided ifappeals
for dialogue and negotiation, insistently repeated by
Spain, had been heeded. It is well known that my
country made a number of attempts, both bilaterally
and internationally, to halt the escalation towards
a senseless and anachronistic war, in an effort to
avoid bloodshed, the enormous material losses and
the opening of a huge abyss of re~entment and mis­
underst~ding between Latin America and Europe.
The Secretary-General and other cnuntries joined in
this effort, but our appeals were not heeded, with the
disastrous consequences of which we all know.

218. It is now our duty, since it was imp~:;sible to
avoid war, to redouble our efforts to ensure peace in
the future. To that end Spain, which opposed the use
of force as a means of settling international disputes
from the beginning of the crisis, considers it indis­
pensable that negotiations on the substance of the
problem be opened, the substance being none other
than decolonization of the Territory, in order to
achieve a diplomatic solution which would contemplate
the restoration of the territorial integrity of Argentina
and safeguarding and guaranteeing the legitimate
interests and rights of the population of the Malvinas.
This is the only way we can definitively eliminate the
roots of a conflict which would otherwise become a
permanent source of tension and destabiIization
throughout the region, with the fores~eable negative
impact on relations between Europe and Latin
America, which we believe must be harmonious and
must be improved.

219. In recent months the situation in the Middle
East has continually worsened. Despite the existence
of some positive elements, such as the recovery of
th~ whole ofthe Sinai by Egypt, other developments,
such as the illegal annexation of the Goian Heights
and, more recently, the brutal armed intervention by
Israel in Lebanon, with its consequent tragedies, have
posed a constant challenge to the international com­
munity and have seriously disturbed the conscience
of mankind.

220. Spain has co-operated actively in the Security
CounciI- in the search for a solution and humanitarian
activities to alleviate the snfferings of the Lebanese
ttnd Palestinian ~oples. The result£ achieved have
been modest. The resolutions of li1~ Security Coun­
cil, which are binding upon all Member States, have
remained ineffective. We have seen the powerless­
ness of the Organization tiC) pr.event the invasion of
lel:anon, -the assault upon Beirut and, in a context in
w~icb the horror of the deed was much greater than
any political consideration, the sacrifice of hundreds
of innocent victims in the Palestinian refugee camps,
an act of barbarism such as we had thought was a
thing of the past.

221. In the ruins of Beirut and the renewed tragedy
of the Palestinian people, however, some elements
can be perceived that would seem to point towards
the beginning of a solution. For many years Spain has
stated in this forum that any solution to the Middle
East conflict must necessarily include recognition of
the national rights of the Palestinian people.
222. The principles of Security Council resolu­
tion 242 (1967) remain valid and include withdrawal
from all the occupied territorie3 and the right of all
States of the area to live in peace within secure and
recognized boundaries, a right which Spain accepts,
recognizes and respects and from which it excludes
none. But together with this recognition it is necessary
to view the Palestinian phenomenon in its full dimen­
sions. Spain wekomes the new proposals, especially
the Arab plan prepared in Fez, with optimism. These
are gaining growing acceptance as containing all the
political elements necessary to ~nsure a just, lasting
and comprehensive solution to the Middle East
problem.
223. Spain seeks to intensify its co-operation with all
the countries of Africa, being closely involved with the
problems affectin~ that continent. We feel ourselves
linked with those countries, more especially the
northern African countries, for reasons which go
beyond immediate geographical proximity, including
the old historical and cultural ties which unite us with
the Arab nation.

224. Spain's determination to maintain permanent
a~ild fruitful co-operation with the neighbouring coun­
tries of the Maghreb is well known, as is our desire
to ensure that the problem of Western Sahara is
solved to the satisfaction of all parties, in ac~ordance

with the principles and resolutions of the United
Nations and the OAU and the expression of the
will of the people.

?25. We believe that a decisive role must be played
by the OAU in the solution of the problems of the
ccntinent and in eliminating the tension existing today.
Spain's determination to co-operate in the African
continent, expressed both in our political statements
and in our growing links of co-operation wit~ _various
countries of that continent, is of signal value in the
case of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea,a Spsuish­
speaking African nation now going through a vital
stage of renovation of its political institutions with the
approval by referendum of a new constit.ution and is
making great efforts for economic development and
reorganization. Spain views with satisfaction the con­
vening, under the auspices of the United Nations, of
a pledging conference for that Republic, a conference
in which it took an active part. It will continue to
enhance its links of co-operatiolrl with that nation,
always adapting them to the win expressed by the
people and Government of that nation, in strict respect
for its options, its independence and its sovereignty.

226. With respect to the problem of Namibia, we
view with concern the fact that our hopes for an
imminent settlement are now meeting with new and
growing difficulties. Spain c~~siders necessary the
immediate implementation of the plans for the indepen­
dence of the Territory contained .:ssentially in Security
Council re~.r.Jlutions 385 (1976) and 435 (1978), whose
principles and provisions we support.

.-----
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227. We reiterate our rejection ofthe heinous practice
of apartheid, which constitutes not only a flagrant
violation of human rights but a source of grave
tension endangering peace and security in the i.;:ion
and representing a permanent challenge to the O~'ga­

nization.
228. With regard ID the problem ofCyprus, we favour
the continuatiCil of all efforts to relaunch, under the
auspices of the Organization, the intercommunal
dialogue upon which the future of peaceful co­
existence favouring the economic development of the
Cypriot people must be based, in order to ensure that
a satisfactory solution may be achieved on the basis
of respect for the sovereignty, independence and terri­
torial integrity of Cyprus.

229. In other areas of the world there remain tension
and armed confrontations to which the Ori~inization

must attempt to put an end. The war between Iraq
and the Islamic Republic of Iran, to cite only one
example, has now lasted for more than two years,
with enormous losses of human lives and suffering for
both parties. The Spanish Government views with
distress and concern this conflict between two friendly
countries and is prepared to support every effort
designed to achieve a solution.

230. With regard to Afghanistan, three years after
the invasion there is still no glimpse of a solut~on to
this foreign armed :.'lterventiC'it which we have
repeatedly denounced. We must ~'{}ntinue to insist on
the exercise of internationa! pressul'~ to brihg about.
the liberation of Afghanistan. Therefore we hope: that
the General Assembly wm reitetate its resolutions
demanding the withdrawal of the foreign military
forces and calling for the restoration of Afghanistan
as a free and independent country.

231. In Gibraltar there persists a situation which
must be brou~bt to an end according to the recom­
mendations cf the United Nations, through negotiation
between Spain and the UGited Kingdom. This principle
has been accepted by the British Government, which,
in signing the Declaration of Lisbon8 committed itself
to resolving through negotiation with Spain all dif­
ferences concerning Gibraltar, in a spirit of friendship
an~ in corformity with. ~~';' relevant re~olutions of the
United Nations·-a co":mitment that was reiterated
on later occasions.

232. The climate of dialogue and und1erstanding, the
favourable cHmate which must necessai'n~l precede
or accompany a negoliation which for us is ofdecisive
importance, was morlified by subsec;:uent events
which have brought about postponements. There
have been circumstances that ha"ie affected negatively
the intensity, the earnestness, the seriousness and the
depth which these negotiations require. Tkile course
of authentic negotiation is the course that Spain has
long since chos~m, in conformity with the United
Nations decisions and parallel with activities in other
forums; ~t is also the only possible course. We are
convinced that the persistence of a situation such as
this is contrary to the purposes and principles of the
Charter~ as the Assembly has repeatedly declared. We
also believe that two democratic countries such as
Spain and the United Kingdom must resolve this
problem by the civilized method of dialogue and
negotiation. HO':/ever t the negotiation must be

authentic and conducted 10 good faith, and cover, of
course, all the elements of the problem and essentially
the one constituting the very root of the dispute:
the question os sovereignty. Any attempt to avoid
that element because of temporary circumstances,
however strong the passions aroused,.would constitute
a grave responsibility and could endanger the process
of resolving the problem as it has been set forth.

233. With regard to the population of Gibraltar,
I wish to reiterate once more that Spain accepts the
idea that its interests must be borne in mind a~d fully
safeguarded in the negotiations and that the preserva­
tion and promotion of their well-being and the prO­
tection of their rights must also be part of the solution
of the problem. The Spanish Government has 'no
ho~tility towards that population, nor has it any inten­
tion of interfering with its citizenship or any' o~her
questions of that nature in its relations w~th the United
Kingdom.

234. Spain has the irrevocable objeclive of restoring
its ~enjtorial integrity by recovering, through negotia­
tiam~ w!th the United Kingdom, that portiol! of its
territory, while preserving the interests, rigbts and
well-being of the population. This has been ~he doc­
trine of the United Nations, according to which tbe
principle of territorial integrity, enshrined in para­
graph 6 of the Declaratian in Assembly resolution 1514
(XV), is applicable in this case, taking precedence
over any other criterion. This doctrine hasheen esta""
lished by the United Nations in an irre··~.:able,r.lear

and manifest manner for the solution ot- this problem.
235. I wish to refer to various malteis which demon­
strate both the essential nature of the work we are
doing in the Organization and the lack ofeffectiveness
~hat the' Organiz9:~i~)O has, unfortunately, had in
recent years.

236. The first is the matter of human righis, which
by its very nature is the ultimate goal of all poli:ical
activity and of all c~rganizations such .as this. one.
Proper observane~ of human rights is the key·' to
the peaceful s()!ution of national and international
problems.

237. Spain values respect for these rights nationally
mu~ internatit'nally, with the intensity and passion
of one who has recovered something he lost.' The
constitutional rer.:ognition of the value of international
and European claims in this matter, the acceptance
of aI! mechanisms for monitoring at the .internationaI
and European levels, the fun participation and assump­
tion of initiatives in every facet of the work of tht
Council of E~rope, the United Nations and othe~

bodies in these fielc:is-these are clearly well know~and
demonstrate the sincerity of our position. There
remains a great deal to be done in the protection ~d
safeguarding of human rights, removing this question.
as I have said before, from the geographical or ideo­
logical limitations with which it is sometimes viewed,
limitations which because of their basic insincerity
prevent effective progress from being mad~.

238. The first human' right is the right .to life, a
right which is being infringed every day by terrorists.
Terr-ori~m crosses all borders and there mus~ ~
international co-operation in order effectively to
combat it. On previous occasions we have spoken of

I
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that necessity and, more specifically, I stated the
following to the Assembly at the thirty-sixth session:

••... we cannot compromise with terrorists without
endangering peace. No one can claim to be per­
secuted for political reasons-an allegation all too
often made by the terrorist-if that person is free
in a free political society. Wherever political change
can be sought without risk thr.l)ugh reg~}ar elections
allowin,g free expression of every option, none can
claim to bt~ persecuted for political reasons. There
are no poLitical offenders in a real democracy: if it
is a demc,cracy they do not exist; if they exist it
is not ~, democracy.

··It is abnormal to impose by force a non..existent
and brutal 'right' to kill and to seek protectf"n
outsideon~'s borders, claiming that political freedom
is needed when it already exists." [12th meeting,
paras. 241-242.]

239. That co-o~ration for which I appealed last
year is something that we have called for and sought
firmly and emphaticaUy, in all its dimensions and in
all forums in which we are repr~senteJ. In European
and Western forums, as in intenaational organizations,
we have contribu:ed to creating sensitivity to and
arousing awareness of :he immoral and obnoxious
character of t€lrrorism and of its serious soci~l and
political aspec~s. Th.e progre,ss achieved, howe~'er,

should not lead us to forget the continued existence.
in increallingly isolated c~ses, of indifference or lack
of solidality, the explanalkbfi of which can only lie in
shortsighted and suicidal egoism, and which is paru

ticularly serious and painful when the countries con­
cerned have common borders.

240. Another aspect which an international organiza­
tion must constantly bear in mind in dealing with
human rights is the situation of immigrants. If there is
a group of human beings who, together with refugees,
deserve international understanding and protection
they are immigrants. Spain will continge to work fQr
the. adoption of a set of clear and precise rules
effectively protecting the rights of immigrants and
foreign workers, who need legal protection, social
solidarity and economic security. The Government of
Spain has presented specific proposals and working
documents to the General Assembly9 designed to bring
about a speedy international agreement guaranteeing
the rights of migrant workers.

24~ ~ Not only has the international economic picture
failed to improve but all indicators suggest that it may
deteriorate still further in coming months. The financial
crisis which threatens to distort the ~ntire interna­
tional monetary sytem and imbalances in commodity
markets which affect the most vulnerable economies
are leading the least developed countries into increa.s­
ingly untenable situations.

242. Spain favours global negotiations conducttjd
within the framework of the United Nations. The
preparations for the negotiations should be open to all
States concerned to avoid the danger of a repetition
of the problems that arose in connection with the

North-South dialogue. The experience of recent years
has demonstrated the interdependence of the different
economies, which are affected by global problems
which can only be solved through proposals and nego­
tiations in which all the interested parti~s are involved.
243. It is obvious that ,lne of the reasons for ~he

economic difti~ulties is the arms race. In this field
Sp~n, as is evident and is recognized by all, has
made national defence, politically, internationally and
militarily, genuine defence, without threatening
anyone, and 1Jroclaims its concern about the arms
race as well as the evasiy~ness and insincerity of
those who really could contribute to disarmament.
244. The Government of Spain has iaken many
initiatives in this field and supports all initiatives which,
based on realism and the effective preservation of
§ecurity and balance and not on Manichean consid­
erations or the desire to spread propaganda, could
lead to progress in this field.
245. On 12 October the decade that will culminate in
1992, the date which will mark the five-hundredth
anniversary of the discovery of America, will begin.
'Wh~n on that dawn in 1492 the three Spanish vessels
reach~d the coast of America, communication was
established between the old lands of Europe and a
fabulous new continent which its discoverers called
the New World. The earth became round and history
became universal. .

246. Let me recall that event to the Organization
the very aim of which is universality. The role played
by Spain in that discovery justifies my mentioning
to the Assembly now a proposal by the Dominican
Republic that the Assembly declare the year 1992 the
year of the five-hundredth anniversary of the dis­
covery of America. The Spanish Government supports
and welcomes that initiative without reservation.
247. We b~!!eve that the responsibility for com­
memorating the five-hundredth anniversary of the
discovery ~hould be universal, so as to bring to every
corner of the world and to the mind of all the memory
of the American past, its present reality and its future
promise-a future in which Spain sees one of the great
hopes of our time.

The meeting rose at 2 p.m.
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