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General debate (continued)

1. Mr. TANNIS (Saint Vincent and the Grenadines):
It is with a deep sense of pleasure that I v~nture

to associate myself with the many well-merited com­
plimentary statements, as my sources have indicated,
made to Mr. Hollai on his election to this most im­
portant office of President of the General Assembly.
I am sure ~hat, as his predecessor and others before
did, he will conduct the affairs of that office so as to
enhance its authority and add greater lustre, meaning
and dimension to the office itself and the Organization
which its serves. I should like also to extend to the
Secretary-General my warmest congratulations on his
appointment as administrative head of this world body.
He has assumed the reins of office during a year of
varied far-reaching problems in different parts of the
world. I wish to assure him that Saint Vincent and
the Genadines will give full support to his endeavoUi's
to bring tbis troubled world by patient diplomacy to
confront, face and resolve its problems, and so wish
him a pleasant and rewarding term in office during
which he will draw increasingly the respect of all
inside and outside the Organization.

2. The election of Mr. Hollai at this thirty-seventh
session comes at a time of unprecedented conflicts
and tension in the world. It was the ambitious ho~
of the founders of this United Nations that such prob­
lems as obtain today should not be the lot of the world.
That these conflicts and tension exist and have per­
sisted over the years is a serious continuing reflec­
tion on national attitudes: ambition, aggressiveness,
duplicity, pride and honour.

3. Thirty-seven years after the founding ef the
Organization, the only real change has come from
expanded membership. Many former subject peoples
are now free and independent, though not all are equal.
National attitudes are following, in most cases, the
same consistent pattern. We refuse to learn from the
experiences of the past. Consequently, people are
dying, combatants as well as non-combatants in
Lebanon, Afghanistan, Kampuchea, Iraq and the
Islamic Republic of Iran, Namibia and elsewhere,
all in the name of furthering national ambition and
objectives.

4. For yet another year I urge again that the time
has come for all Member States to condemn, and to

continue to do so in the strongest possible terms,
acts which clearly violate the Charter, resolutions and
principles of this important world body. It must be
realized that the Charter is not an instrument to be
accepted when it is a convenient adjunct to national
policy and abrogated when it is not. The Charter must
be accepted as establishing an international code of
conduct between nations. A code it is. By mepiber­
ship of the Organization we have all agreed to con­
form to its spirit and intent. It recognizes that disputes
are often unavoidable given the present emotional
level of the development of man. He may perhaps
evolve into a different creature in another half mil­
lion years, but for now he is homo homini lupus. It
was recognized that for our generation a mechanism
was necessary, hence a machinery for the resolution
of disputes was established. If the Charter is to be
respected and if the authority of this b~dy is not to
be eroded, it must be respected, the machinery for
;;esolving disputes must be rigidly adhered to, how­
ever painfully slow and frustrating may be the negotia­
tions. Parties once at a negotiating table must show
a willingness and desire to reach a consensus. This
is the sane way, the humane way, the wisest and most
resource-conserving way. Is it so difficult for leaders
to accept this?

S. I know there are those who would fr.Jwn and say
that this is Utopian and an unrealistic diatribe, for
to accept this is to contemplat~ the remodelling of
the innate conflicting attitudes of man. Yet, whatever
may be said, it is always better for both sides to
avoid confrontation and to settle a dispute at the
conference table than on the battlefield. Even for the
apparent victor, there are often more hydra heads
springing from unexpected quarters than the one which
the attempt was made to cut off by force of arms,
by military surgery.

6. Since 1947 there have been continuous· prob­
lems between Israel, the Palestinian people and the
Arab nations. For 3S years this problem has preoc­
cupied the attention of the Assembly and of the Secu­
rity Council and has not been resolved because of the
two genuine but c~nf1icting cl&ms by the protagonists
of both camps. Israel demands the right to exist
within secure borders. The authentic voice ofthe Pales­
tinian people, the Palestine Liberation Organization
[PLO], demands a free and autonomous State in an
area that is not exclusive of Israel.

7. Recent events in Lebanon. have compelled my
country to look at this issue in greater depth and to
speak out about the wantiln destruction and carnage
that have taken place, particularly in west Beirut.
The death and destruction wrought before the mas­
sacre were inexcusable and indefensible by any norm
of international law; but that a massacre that should
have been foreseen or guarded against should have
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tance, so orchestrate their actions that an effective
and lasting peace can come to the area. Those who
can encourage this process must do so, so that peace
can come to a troubled and tortured land, Lebanon;
so that peace can come to a strife-prone and strife­
torn region, the Middle East; so that peace can exist
between the Israelis and the Arabs, based on a just
settlement of the Palestinian problem: a homeland.
13. Lebanon should now be given the opportunity to
become a unified country and to live and trade in
peace. Its new President and Government must be
given the support of the international community to
make this possible. It is for the President and his
Government to decide when all non-Lebanese troops
should leave their country. When it is clear that the
Lebanese army, with international financial support,
is firmly in control, they should, on request, all
immediately depart.
14. The international community must not appear to
be indifferent to the fate of Afghanistan, a relatively
small country of 15.5 million people. Foreign troops
are in that country. The presence of those troops is
being contested by the inhabitants of that country-the
Mghans. Whatever may be the stated reason for the
presence of those foreign troops-whether in support
and at the request of the present Government or other­
wise-it is evident that a significant segment of the
population, indeed a majority, is opposed to the Gov-
ernment'and to the presence of those foreign troops.
The fact is not contestable, since poorly equipped
Afghans at great expense, in terms of loss of life and
property, and at great suffering-both to combatants
and to non-combatants--continue to wage resistance
to an occupation of their country which they consider
to be undesirable. .

15. Neighbouring States have over 3 million-or
about one iJfth-of the Afghans as refugees, placing
great strain on the resource.s of those countries.
Pakistan alone has over 2.7 mHIion. Providing for these
refugees is utilizing a substantial portion of the re­
§ources of international relief organizations. All this
must make one wonder what purpose is served by a
continuing stalemate with blood, death and suffering
as the end-product. The image of the occupying Power.
internationally is being affected, and the validity and
wisdom of its political and military objectives must be
ceriously questioned. Without asking for a response,
I am sure that Mghanistan is an embarra§sment to
that occupying Power. It has toucheci a lever which it
npw wishes, quite likely, it had never touched, yet
still somehow refuses to release.
16. I appeal to the occupying Power to show that
great courage which I know it possesses, and of which
it is capable, -and. set a small country free to deter­
mine its own future as it wishes. Let it hold discus­
sions with the Mghan nationalist fighters with a view
to ending the conflict; let· it agree to the holding of
elections under United Nations supervision and secure
observer status for such a team; let it negotiate, if
possible, a neutral Mghanistan, but this should not be
a pre-condition for the holding of free and fair elec­
tions. I appeal further to the occupying Power to start
the process now and show the greatness and compas­
sion of which it is ,capable. We of thi~ Assembly
must all work unceasingly to bring to an eild the cycle t:
of suffering, death and dc~struction occurring in "that i1
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been committed while aid and assistance were given
by Israel to the Christian militia deserves strong
censure from the Assembly. A dark deed has drawn
sharp and bitter protest and is viewed, justifiably so,
with horror by civilized and rational people every­
where. That that act should have been committed on
the s.oil of one Member State by another and that the
army of the country ravaged is not at war or even in a
state of preparedness for war makes it all the more
reprehensible.
8. Whatever allega~ions Israel may make to justify
it~ conduct and action, the scale of the Israeli
response was totally unwarranted and unjustifiable
and cannot ·with good conscience be supported even
by their most ardent admirers. The Old Testament
advocated an eye for an eye; but Israel has taken
100 eyes for one eye. It is a most callous, inhuman
display of brute military might which, while it may
have achieved its political and military objectives, has
released other possible adverse international forces
which may be contained unly if Israel withdraws its
troops immediately and without pre-conditions from
Lebanon and thereafter shows a willingness to accept
that if it is to live within secure boundaries, as Secu­
rity Council resolution 242 (1967) of22 November 1967
stipulates, there must be an accepted corollary that it
is the inalienable right of the Palestinian people to
have a homeland. The recent massacre now brings
this need into sharper focus.

9. Countries have to be ~areful that they do not, even
by winning a war, lose the respect and goodwill of
the international community as Israel has now done
so successfully. No country, however large> can allow
itself to become an international outcast; still less one
that is small, even though it is in possession ofa power­
ful military machine. We all need the goodwill, friend­
ship and support of each other. Total isolation must
be the worst tragedy with which any country can be
beset. Israel must in its own interest cease actions
which suggest that it has a total disregard for interna­
tional opinion.

10. If we, inside and outside the Assembly, accept
facts, however unpalatable they may be, apparent
problems may become soluble and inexcusable and
unpardonable Christian barbarities such as occurred
in west Beirut may not recur. The fact is that Israel
exists in the hearts of all Israelis 3I1d as a State. The
fact is that the PLO exists in the be~s of all Palesti­
nian people, wherever they reside. It is therefore
ridiculous for either side to refuse to accept the exis­
tence of the other.

11. For either side to continue to take firm and un­
yielding positions on this issue could lead to other
even more tragic events which, while they must re­
dound to the shame of the perpetrators and be to the
utter disgust and anger of ~jvilized people must not
occasion guilt among us for any failure on our part '
to put an end to this impasse.

12. There are now three options to be examined in
the search for a peaceful solution to this Middle East
crisis: first, the much-criticized and by some rejected
Camp David accords; secondly, President Reagan's
initiative; and, thirdly, the plan ado~ted at the Twelfth
Arab Summit Conference, at Fez. The opposing
leaders should now come together and, with assis-
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once quiet and peaceful country, now turned into a
divided, suffering and unhappy land.
17. The Kampuchean question is another very sad
continuing episode. It is wrong for any outside Power
to impose itself by force of arms on another coun­
try or by direct intervention decide who should admin­
ister a country. It is all the more heinous when to
achieve that result it occasions untold human suffering.
Those foreign troops now in occupation ofKampuchea
should be removed. Our national concern is that we
cannot be indifferent to human suffering, regardless of
when or where it may occur but especially when it
occurs under the domination of a foreign Power de­
termined to demonstrate that might is right. Let the
people decide whether they wish the new Coalition
or the present Phnom Penh Government.

18. The foreign troops occupying Kampuchea have
caused, in addition to the loss of lives and property,
severe refugee problems in neighbouring countries.
Will this unremitting foreign intervention never cease?
It should and must. The Kampucheans should be left
in peace to determine their future by dialogue and
through a freely supervised electoral process.

19. The Iraqi-Irano war, although not one in which
foreign troops are the interventionists or the protec­
tors of their perceived but often misjudged interests,
is nevertheless a terrible war, being fought with the
most sophisticated types of conventional weapons
in an important and sensitive part of the world. It is not
for Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, at this stage,
to attempt to apportion blame before being fully
apprised of all the facts; it is enough to recognize
that this senseless slaughter of the flower and youth.
of both countries is a reckless squandering of an im­
portant national resource. The armies of the con­
tending forces should agree to withdraw, at all points,
within their respective borders and begin negotiations
with a view to concluding a peace treaty. If there are
any Member States which can in some measure exer­
cise influence on one side or the other, or both, they
should do so before this dread malignancy takes
on incurable proportions-before it spreads even
further, with dire consequences for pea~e in that
region and for world peace. One cannot permit reason
to be blind or deaf in a dispute. It is like searching
for a tiger while blind and deaf, only to be destroyed
by it.

20. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines urges the rep­
resentatives of Iraq and the Islamic Republic of Iran
to give support to the resolution of the Security COljn­
cil and the sentiments of the General Assembly and,
within the limits permitted, persuade their Govern­
ments to take such differences as exist to the confer­
ence table and endeavour to resolve them within the
terms of the Charter of the United Nations and resolu­
tions of the Security Council and the Assembly.

21. Yet another year appro~ches without the in­
habitants of Namibia having the right to determine
their future as a free and independent people. For
yet another year a regime in South Africa which
refuses to recognize racial equality and which has
institutionalized the dehumanizing system of apart­
heid against the black majority within its borders
persists by every ruse :and various strategems to
frustrate the aspirations of a people that wishes to be

no longer a ward but a proud people in a free and
equal country.
22. The question ofindependence for Namibia should
not be linked to any pre-condition, particularly when it
is an issue not related to Namibia itself, but of a third
State. Understandable, from a South African point of
view, as that concern may be, no one should allow a
direct and separate issue to be beclouded by what is,
in our view, an extraneous consideration. The question
for the General Assembly is no longer independence
itself but where do we go from here to bring about
independence for Namibia. The question of what
progress is being made by the contact group on the
implementation of the United Nations plan is specula­
tive but this is still probably an area where results
could be achieved. Let us intensify our actipns -to
ensure that this issue is resolved before the Assembly
meets for its thirty-eighth session.
23. As a Member State, we shall continue to state
that the greatest challenge to the effectiveness of the
Assembly lies in the deliberate erosion_of its authority
by its members. Perhaps Saint Vincr~nt and the Gre­
nadines may have unwittingly been an offender
already. Nevertheless, we should not ignore the
Charter or resolutions of the United Nations without
at the same time appreciating the adverse effect this
must have on its total responsiveness. For small
States such as Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
it should be obvious that it is necessary to ensure at
all times that the United Nations is strong and respon­
sive to probiems, with the ability, through the col­
lective will of the Assembly, to enforce its authority
with rfgard to regional and world peace for the good
of all mankind, since it is the best guarantor of the
protection and independence of such S~ates.

24. Too often nations avoid the peaceful path and
resort to arms, with unforeseen results. In a world
replete with border disputes, civil terrorism .and
guerrilla unrest, and territorial claims, especially in
this hemisphere, prudence and caution should -make
the negotiating table attractive. The path to a nego-"
tiated settlement or the resolution of disputes by
discussion can at times be slow; yet this in itselfshould
in no way frustrate the process. The results of quiet~

painstaking diplomacy, even if the disputes are ulti­
mately resolved through the process. of arbitration,
have always so far been more beneficial than the"
results of war.
25. I spoke at length at the 23rd meeting of the
twelfth special session on disarmament, and I do not
propose to add anything further to what I said then
except to welcome the start of discussions between
the super-Powers on nuclear. disarmament· in._~e
hope that it will be treated in as serious and urgent
a manner as the gravity of the situation warrants.·
However, I would like to read out one portion of that
statement:

"Given the suspicion and distrust that exist be­
tween countries, it can be appreciated that there are
tremendous obstacles to be overcome in bringing
about real and lasting disarmament.

"Countries that have been suspi~iousofeach other
for years, and still are, win not suddenly believe
each other's words. Therefore, in order to elimi­
nate this· elemel1t of fear and doubt, which is thle
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;result of suspicion and mistrust, inspection and
'Ierification must be accepted as an inescapable
provision of any such treaty. Any genuine desire to
achieve disarmament must realistically accept that
States have to move in the direction ofan open-door
policy rather than a closed-door policy. The pre­
requisite for reaching agreement on disarmament
seems to be the ctbility of the parties to convince
each other· that no advantage is sought over the
other and that there is nothing to hide by thereby
guaranteeing the right of access to each other's
territory for inspection. What should then be decided
will be who would do the inspection and how such
inspection should be carried out-whether by a team
selected and controlled by this world body and
answerable only to this world body or otherwise.
This would actually mean that there would have
to be a re-examination of the national concept, of
sovereignty and territorial jurisdiction. There
can be no diminution or compromise of authority
in giving to another an entitlement that would be
reciprocal. This is the whole concept of ambas­
sadorial and consuiar representation which specifi­
cally limits national jurisdiction on national soil
and which encroaches upon national sovereignty in
certain cases. This is now an internationally accepted
principle set forth in a Convention. There are very
rare occasions when this Convention is violated and,
when it is, it is as a result of traumatic shocks
within a national society. Similarly, what has been
achieved in the area ofdiplomatic reciprocity should
prove to be no more difficult in verifiable inspection
to achieve disarmament. Willingness to agree to
inspection is an indication of acceptance of how
crucial inspection must be in reaching agreement on .
disarmament."

26. It must not be thought that it is only the United
States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics that are concerned, for all mankind is con­
ceme4. We, the others, the silent spectators, are all
deeply concerned. There should and must be an end to
nuclear prolif~ration, through a balanced reduction of
the existing terror. Ultimately there should be an end
to the international arms race in general, for which a
few countries are resp<:nsible. It is they that possess
the real capacity to fuel the arms race; and once
they show the will it can and will cease.

27. One of the continuing, lingering problems with
which the Assembly is confronted is the creation of
conditions conducive to the reunification of countries
divided because of political and ideological differ­
ences or differences oflanguage or religion. It must be
a source of great hardship when' the fabric of life in
the parts of a divided country is tom. When th~re is
little or no contact and when it is difficult for friends
or families to be reunited, there is the temptation
to want to resolve the problem by other than peace- ,
ful means. Consequently, in divided countries, when
restraint has been shown it deserves praise, and the
Governments mU5t be further encouraged to seek the
negotiating table as the best and most practical way to
a solution. They should renounce the resolution of
any dispute by' means other than those the Charter
envisages, even thQugh they may not be Members.

28. Not all these divided countries seek or can seek
admission to the United Nations, but those that can

and do seek admission should be admitted, either
together or individually, without the possibility for any
of the five permanent members of the Security Cou~­

cil exercising a veto against such admission. Such
admission, in the view of my country, would assist
in the promotion of peace and might well contribute
to the realization of the national aspiration for the
reunification of tb:e divided countries. Although P;\st
experience has in no way suggested that there is reason
for optimism, it nas shown that admission has lower~d
the threshold of tension between divided countries,
increased contacts in differ~nt areas and permitted a
greater degree of dialogue.
29. There is a place for both the Republic of Korea
and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea in
the Assembly. It is time the wounds of division were
healed. The process of healing can begin here. Friends
of both the South and the North should make this
process possible.
30. We in the Assembly must address once again the
very grave danger to world security posed by inter­
national terrorism, which now appears to make a target
of a diplomat for no reason other than that in the
discharge of the functions of his ofti~e he speaks for
his country and thereby personifies his country. We
must bring our minds to bear on this problem so
that those who perform duties similar to our own work
<:an do so in greater safety. No self-respecting nation
can permit itself to be blackmailed by the dark deeds
of the terrorist. No self-respecting nation can submit
to the will of terror. In such a situation selective
terror could be applied against a country extraterrl­
torially to achieve &.1 objective, and unless and until
all the countries of the world community take finn and
serious collective responsibility for discouraging the
commission of such acts on their soil by inflicting
for such offences the seve.est penalties permitted
under their legislation, when the perpetrators of the
offences are apprehended, the trend is not likely to be
contained.
31. While man continues to demonstrate his in­
humanity on the field of conflict and by oppression
in other forms, there still remains a vast gap between
the rich and the poor countries of the North and the
South. Prodigious sums are budgeted and spent on
the production, stockpilingand deployment ofweapons
of mass destruction, both nuclear cmd conventional.
While the budgeted cost of defence increases, in most
cases substantially, only a few nations !lave yet been
able to achieve the United Nations target figure of
0.7 per cent of the gross national product, in aid to
developing countries, to be attained by 1985.
32. The International Development Strategy for the
Third United Nations Development Decade [resolu­
tion 35/56, annex], certainly recognized the urgent need
for aid flows to the developing world. Such payments
include contribu~ions made via multilateral institutions.
Countries of the Development Assistance Committee
are among those that have made the highest con­
tribution of resources on liberal terms to developing
countries as a whole as a percentage of their gross
national product. In fact, four countries in the Com­
mittee exceeded the targeted amount in 1979 and 1980.
According to 1980- figures, and based on information
from the UNCTAD sec:retariat, the Kingdom of the
Netherlands contributed the highest percentage of
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grOS5 national product with 0.99 per cent, and the
lowest contribution from the countries in the Com­
mittee was 0.17 per cent. On average, the Develop­
ment Assistance Committee countries gave just
0.57 per cent of gross national product in 198O-that
is, just over half of the targeted amount. Only mem­
bers of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries [OPEC] exceeded 1 per cent, with an aver­
age of 1.51 per cent in 1979 and 1.45 per cent in 1980.
33. While this terrible world recession has with high,
though now falling, interest rates caused rising un­
employment everywhere from the industrialized North
to the impoverished South, with only a few exceptions,
and has contributed to budgetary strains, b~ance-of­
payment problems and liquidity squeezes within the
economies of the developed ~md the developing coun­
tries, and may well tend to caus~ the development of
an inward-looking attitude, nevertheless, even though
it is natural for all Governments to b~ preoccupied
with national concerns, introspection should not blind
Governments to the realities of the world around them.
Although the reality ma,y be that some countries are
facing severe financial and other problems, those small
island States with highly vulnerable economies often
based" solely on primary products are in a still more
perilous state and in need of greater official develop­
ment assistance than ever before.
34. In his address to the Commonwealth Finance
Ministers at a meeting held at Marlborough House,
in London, on 30 August last, the Commonwealth
Secretary-General had this to say:

" ... the tightening of lending because of the
danger of default can precipitate th~ very danger
it seeks to avert and quicken economic collapse.
Joint action by private banks alone cannot provide
an adequate, reliable basis for handling problems of
today's dimensions. The liquidity squeeze is super­
imposed on a contra~tion of resource flows to dev­
eloping countries. Aid flows from the Development
Aid Committee and OPEC as a proportion of gross
national product are declining, and the growth in
World Bank lending, including from the ~nternational

Development Association, is already projected at
much lower l~vels than in the past."

This prognosis is gloomy for the developing coun­
tries. However, because the economies of the world
are interdependent, it is also gloomy for the rich
industrialized worlCl. Of sheer necessity the weak
must and will, through trade, directly promote the
economic well-being of the rich. The rich ~hould there­
fore continue to be generous in their aid to the poor.

35. For a better world, such help is a necessary
priority. As we all now stand watching a world writhing
in financial altd economic agony, we should not allow
our national concerns to override all other interests
and so shelve the need to renew the North-South
dialogue in an effort to deepen our understanding of
the institutional mechanism required to promote the
introduction of a new economic order.

36. There can be no doubt that there is a need for
the restructuring of the world's economies. Neither
the old nor the new economic theories seem capable
of energizing the developed Ol' developing economies
upon whitch the economies of the poor and the under­
developed tountries are so dependent, whether for
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the sale nf their primary products or in the area of
tourism. There are too many external factors that
seem to interplay and impinge upon national planning
over which national planners have no control. It is
the unpredictability of tbe multinational interplay
of forces and factors with which small underde­
veloped countries must contend and over which they
have far less control than the developing or the de­
veloped countries.
37. When the higher-priced production of beet
sugar is subsidized within the European Economic
Community, causing large surpluses in production and
competition, the world demand for cane sugar falls,
creating huge surpluses in developing countries,
thereby sending prices down drastically, with the
result that economies dependent on that crop are
utterly destroyed, causing serious balance-of-pay­
ments problems. These are some of the difficulties
which are beyond the control of national planners.
There is therefore a need for the Economic and Social
Council to look critically at this problem to persuade
States which have been subsidizing the overpro­
duction of beet to recognize the harm they are doing
and to correct this injury.

38. There are some programmes which ~n my coun­
try's view are having an impact. One such is UNDP.
Sincejust before our independence, it has been having
quite a s~gnificant impact on our developmental
efforts in the area of statistics and economic advisory
services. Since it appears that programmes of the
Organization are in all probability going to be affected
by the inadequate contributions of Members, it is our
hope that this useful Programme will continue to
receive the support of the international community.
For our part, we are prepared to try to make our
own modest contribution to this worthwhile Pro­
gramme. As w\. demonstrate ou!' faith in it, my coun­
try expects donors to keep faith with us and support
it-not less generously, but rather more generously,
than previously.

39. In my ~ountry's policy statement on admission,
at the thirty-fIfth session, I said that our position on
issues would be made quite clear. Our intention would
alwt.ys be to assist this world body in achieving and
maintaining world peace as well as economic and
social justice. We meant it then, and we still mean" jt~

I wish to conclude as I did then:

"The Assembly can be a most effective instru­
ment; but it cannot be and will not be greater"than
all of us collectively have the will to make it. Each
of us representatives pOssesses the perception by
conscience to know right from wrong. Neverthe­
less, we are all subject to the policies of OUl,.(JoV­
ernments and must rt:present them or resign. But
can we not in the light of our thinking strive to
influence those decisions, if.by so doing we would
enhance respect for the integrity and credibility of
this world Organization? To fail in this endeavour
is no! the problem; only to fail to try." [5th meeting,
para. 246.]

"General Assembly" is a mere name. We are all
gathered here in th~ "General Assembly. "United
NationsH are only words. Our Icountries constitute
the United Nations. They can serve us as the Charter
intended, if only we let them.

·~~~~~'W~~._----- "17__l.Ilt~~l!IlI"-------.R- .~.II • __rI
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45. To be sure, the United Nations has formally.
recognized the legitimacy of the struggle for self­
determination of the peoples of those countries by
granting observer status to their legitimate represen­
tatives, the PLO and the South West Africa Peo­
ple's Organization [SWAPO]. But the fact remains
that any mention of Palestine and Namibia results in
flagrant and unpunished violations of international
rules and customs, brutal oppression, the denial of the
rights of peoples to self-determination and the inva­
sion and occupation of neighbouring States.
46. With regard to the question ofPalestine, it should
be noted that the international community as a whole
has now finally accepted that the Palestinian problem
is at the he~_"1 of the drama which is tearing the
Middle East apart, and that any solution to that con­
flict must necessarily involve the restoration of the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people.
47. The great majority of the States of our com­
munity recognize the PLO as the sole legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people, as well as
recognizing the absolute right of those people to self­
determination and to the creation of a sovereign
State on their own territory.

48. There is also reason to recall that at the seventh
emergency special session the Gel'1eral Assembly
adopted by an overwhelming majority resolution
ES-7/2, an important resolution reaffirming the in­
alienable rights of the Palestinian people to self­
determination without foreign interference, as well as
to independence and sovereignty, and stressing
their right to create a sovereign State on their own
national territory.

49. Similarly, the international community has
on many occasion&, within the United Nations as
well as in other international forums, condemned
the continued occupation of Arab territories by Israel
and, on th~ basis of the principle of the inadmis­
sibility of the acquisition of territories by force, has
called for its total and unconditional withdrawal.

50. But we must today note that the international
community has not been able to take any specific
action to ensure that the Palestinian people can exer­
cise their inalienable legitimate rights, to restore to
Arab sovereignty the territories illegally occupied
by Isrf.el, and to guarantee the independence. sover­
eignty and territorial integrity of Lebanon. Thus far
no action has been possible to halt the policy practh:ed
by Israel of systematic negation of the Inalienable
rights of the Palestinian people and the rights of the
Arab and Lebanese people to peace and calm within
their borders.

51. It is a fact that Israel remains deaf to the disap­
proval, the constant appeals to reason and the con­
demnations of the international community. On the
contrary, guided by hatred, blinded by military power,
day after day displaying its growing scorn for the
decisions of the United Nations, Israel has adopted
and is carrying out in an outrageous manner an un­
bridled policy of Judaization of Palestinian Arab
lands through the modification of their geographic,
historical, sociological and religious characteristics.

52. Pursuing its expansionist policy, Israel h~fs
su-;cessively anne,ced the holy city of Jerusalem and

40. Mr. DIALLO (Nige:) (interpretation from
French): The annual gathering of representatives of
virtually all the sovereign nations of the globe,and
of affiliated or interested international institutions
within the framework of the regular session of the
General Assembly of the United Nations is always
a source of great satisfaction and moral comfort to
us. We see therein the signs of that ideal of tolerance
which is inscribed in the Charter and which inspires
us all, despite the different views we may hold about
the various events which are at present rending the
world. We also see therein the demonstration of our
willingness to discuss our differences, not lO say our
divergences of opinion, and to seek together ways
and means to solve or eliminate them.
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41. That ideal of tolerance and dialogue could
hardly be symbolized more fittingly than by the
gesture of the unanimous election of Mr. Hollai as
President of the Assembly. Crowning his long diplo­
matic career, that choice constitutes a well-deserved
tribute to his country, Hungary, for its positive con­
tribution to mutual understanding among peoples and
the strengthening of co-operation among States.
Certainly, the reins which our President has taken
over from Mr. Kittani of Iraq are difficult to hold
firm. But we are convinced that his long and rich
experience of world affairs, particularly in the United
Nations sy~tem, will allow him to undertake the dif­
ficult task with the same wisdom, determination and
efficiency as his talented predecessor, to whom
I should again like to express the appreciation of the
delegation of the NJg~r.

42. The thirty-seventh session of the General As­
sembly is cpening in an international context which
is h~avy with threats for all mankinds so true is it
that the course of affairs of our world and the spirit
guiding it remain dreadfully marked by violence,
injustice, egoism, and ignorance or disregard of the
principle~ and noble ideais which the United Nations
adopted in its Charter in order to establish a world
of peace and progress for all. Such a situation is
likely, if care is not taken, to do serious and lasting
harm to the credibility of the Organization-a credi­
bility which is, moreover, increasingly being chal­
lenged by international public opinion, which is dis­
turbed and anguished because of the results achieved
by United Nations action in areas as vital for man-

.kinrl as those of disarmament, development and the
maintenance of peace and security.

43. Each of our peoples aspires to live in a world
free of wars and conflict, where hunger, sickness and
poverty are unknown. The events of today seem to
indicate that this prospect is further away than ever,
consequently revealing the inability of the Organiza­
tion, and of the system of international relations as
a whole, to respond effectively to the political and
economic challenges which confront us.

44. In the political arena, that failure is even more
serious because it relates to problems which are at
least as old as the United Nations· itself and which
the international community has assumed a direct
moral and historical responsibility te resolve. I refer
here to the problems of Palestine and the Middle
East and the question of Namibia.
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the Golan H~ights, before launching its army upon
the conquest of Lebanon, a large portion of whose
territory is today occupied. At the same time, popula­
tions living in the occupied Arab territories are piti­
lessly subjected to ferocious repression which nothing
can justify.
53. Recent events in Lebanon, which in fact rep­
resent only a single episode in the strategy of con­
quest pursued by the Israeli State, prove-if any
proof were needed-that neither vehement protests
nor energetic condemnations are enough to thwart a
genocidal undertaking which discredits the action of
the United Nations as much as it makes guilty by
omission almost the entire international community.

54. In the light of this holocaust of our time, faced
with this great tragedy, it demeans the international
community that its representatives continue to cling
to their well-known positions and to conduct by­
zantine discussions on the texts 01. resolutions which,
when adopted, remain dead letters. The memory
of thousands ofPalestinian martyrs and of the innocent
victims of Sabra and Shatila Cl":! cut to us, and cail
for decisive action froin· us to '" r~store the usurped
rights of the Palestinia~l people.

ss. Against that background, the Organization of ~he
Islamic Conference, whose thirteenth session of the
Council of Ministers for Foreign Affairs the Niger
was greatly honoured to host, urges all the States
which love peace, liberty, justice and progress to work
collectively within the United Nations for the adoption
and implementation by the Security Courucil of a new
resolution requiring in precise terms the Israeli with...
drawal from all occupied Palestinian and Arab terri­
tories, including the holy city of AI Quds, and the
guaranteeing of the ina!ienable national rights of the
Palestinian people, namely, their right to return to
their homeland, Palestine; their right to determine
their own fate without foreign interference; and
their right to establish an independent State on their
national territory, under the leadership of the PLO.

56. Furthermore, we believe that a sincere use of
the way courageously opened by the Twelfth Arab
Summit Conference, held at Fez in September of this
year, will allow the internationai community to
restore its image in the eyes of the Palestinian peo­
ple and of history. We say that in the hope that the
constructive peace proposals unanimously adopted at
Fez will be accepted by Israel and will not suffer the
same fate which South Africa dealt to the United
Nations plan for Namibia-another situation which
persists and seriously concerns my Government
owing to the threats it represents for the security of
the African continent and for world peace.

57. The situation prevailing· in Namibia is known to
everyone. It is a situation which is clearly illegal and
exceptionally painful for the Namibian people which is
enduring it and fighting for its freedom; it is painful
for the front-line States which, because of their sup­
port for that liberation struggle, expose themselves
to repeated acts of aggression by South Africa; and
il is painful for the United Nations, which has an his­
toric direct responsibility for Namibia. Inspired both
by its own foreign policy and the principles of the
Organization of African Unity [OAU], the Niger
intends, just as all of independent Africa, to draw

attention once again to that situation and to the ~d
for a rapid solution of the Namibian problem. It does
so in the name of law and legality, in the name of
morality and justice, and for the benefit of peace and
international security.

58. The hope raised by the United Nations plan for
Namibia has still not been realized. In spite of infor­
mation showing notable progress in negotiations for
the implementati()n of the provisions of Security
Council resolution 435 (1978), we note that five years
after the adoption of that plan by the United Nations
the electoral system has not yet been defined, the
compo~ition of the United Nations forces has not
yet been agreed upon, and the cease-fire has not yet
been decreed.

59. During this time South Africa has, with impunity,
continued its illegal occupation of Namibian territory,
its pillage of its natural resources, and its outrag~ous
acts of aggression against neighbouring countries.
Through manceuvres which now no longer deceive
anyone it is attempting to promote the establishment
of institutions and bodirs which would alter the
authentir;ity of Namibia's independence into some­
thing artificial.

60. The racist minority regime of Pretoda, strength­
ened by solid complicity, continues to flout and defy
the internationrJ community under fallacious pretexts
and with unreasonable demands. Therefore the United
Nations is confronted with a deadlock in Namibia,
:esponsibility for which lies entirely with South
Africa-and no consideration, in particular one related
to Angola's sovereignty, can hide that fact which
was emphasized on 4 September at Lusaka by the
heads of State and Government of the front-line
States.

61. The Government of the Niger reiterates most
energetically its condemnation of the illegal and con­
tinued occupation of Namibia by South Africa and
its rePF'ited acts of aggression against the front-line
States. We hope that the international community
will display the necessary upsurge of political will to
lead Namibia to independence and thus allow the
surrounding countries to work for their own economic
and social development. In this context, it is important
for the United Nations to think about establishing
a massive aid programme for those countries which
today are heroically bearing the burden of the unjust
war imposed upon them by the racist regime in Pretoria.

62. The African peoples also expect of the interna­
tional community in genefal and from the United
Nations in particular energetic action to eradicate the
apartheid and racial discrimination that are rife in the
southern part of the African continent. They fervently
hope and wish for the establishment in South Africa
of political conditions that would allow everyone,
without. any consideration as to race, sex, language
or religion. to participate in the building of a multi­
racial community like the one which is today· being
built in Zimbabwe, a country which formerly suffered
from the evils of racial discrimination. The achieve­
ment of such conditions will allow the African coun­
tries to devote their efforts to the improvement of
the living conditions of their peoples at this particular
juncture in the international economic situation when



. . .. . .. . -. .. . .
.. . -....-)~"., . . ."

. ....... ..' J.. • . ~

. . . . . .., \- .

Gtneral Assembly-Thirty-seventh SessIon-Plenary M~tings

things are already particularly difficult and cOlttinue to
worsen.
63. The world economy is today in a critical state
of disruption which many meetings neld in various
parts of the world on the question have not been able
to prevent. Those stages-New York, Geneva, Vienna,
Paris, Cancun, Versailles and many ~thers-have been
glimmers of liope quickly dashed. The disintegration
of the economy has reached such levels that any
prognosis today would be daring or haphazard. No
one is attempting tu do tbat, neither Governments
nor even international fmancial and economic insti­
tutions. Everywhere in the world one envisages the
future with pessimism. In this climate of gloom,
concern and almost panic, the fate of developing
countries, and especially the poorest among them,
is particularly alarming.
64. As channels for a limited group of export com­
modities, developing countries today are facing a
marked deterioration in their terms of trade-an evil
which they have fought for many years now without
suc~ss. Tbey are therefore facing a catastrophic
dwindling of their export revenues. At the same time,
high interest rates on the main international financ!al
markets and the rise in the value of the dollar have
increased their loan and debt-servicing costs. They
can only watch as the standard of living of their
peoples drops sharply owing to galloping inflation.
65. Their export revenues have plummeted, the cost
of borrowing and servicing the debt has soared; they
have been compelled to slow down the pace of imple­
mentation of their development programmes-or to
make agonizing revisions. In some cases that has led
to the cancellation of those programmes; in others,
such as Chad, the effects of a long and disastrous
war, added to those of the economic crisis, have
created an even more tragic situation which only a vast
international programme can re••icjy.
66. That is the very sombre picture which we find,
with varying degrees of intensity, in the world econ­
omy tOday, from North to South, East to West, in
the countries of the treriphery as well as those at
the centre. The destabilizing effects, internally and
internationally, of such a situation can be easily fore­
seen. In this connection and stressing that this dif­
ficult situation largely stems from the fact that inter­
national financial and economic structures have not
adapted to the demands of the present ~orld, Presi­
dent Seyni Kountche said the following at the thirty­
sixth session of the General Assembly:

"'We shall spare the world from a very damaging
economic confrontation only if together we overhaul
North-South relations and work together for a more
unified approach to the development of the world
and for the well-being of ma~kind." [25th meeting,
para. 32.]

67. The wealthy countries should become aware of
that requirement and, although they, too, are affected
by the crisis, they must understand that the recovery
of their economy for which their citizer.s long require
decisive action in favour of developing countries.
The modalities of sUlch action t a"'e been laid down
by representatives in various Ltternational forums
from eancnn to Toronto; but, for various reasons,
the proposals that have been made haVt~ not been

completely taken into account. P~ople continue to
maintain that a considerable increase in the capital Qf
the two main international financial institutions is
not needed. Some even continue to advocate lim;ting
the relevant credit facilities for deprived peoples.
There is r.ertainly a b2sically negative and selfish
attitude involved; it is embodied in the position of
those who prevent all progress towards the establish­
ment of a more just and equitable new international
economic order.
68. The various economic conferences held in recent
years, both within the framework of the United
Nations and in other international bodies, have all
shown the need for a reorganization of the present
international economic and financial structu"es. In
the light of the serious crisis which is shaking the
world economy today, a restructuring of th~ present
order has become a categorical imperative if we wish
to spare mankind painful turmoil. We must accept
the fact that no nation represented in this Hall,
however powerful it may be, can reaGonably think
that it can do without the others. Attempts to seek
isolated sohJtions to the serious economic problems
of our world today are unquestionably doomed to
failure. The concept of the interdependence of nations
is today more than ever before ofspecial significance.
69. In this connection we find in the report of the
Secretary-General on the work of the Organization
[AI37!}] .relevant comments on the development of
United Nations action along such lines, because no
organ is better able than this one, despite its insuf­
ficiencies and limitations, to offer the possibility of
fostering a spirit of harmony, interdependence, soli­
darity and co-operation among nations.
70. I should like to pay a well-deserved tribute to
the Secretary-General for the clear and courageous
manner in which he analysed the deep-rooted causes
of the disorder in the present system of multilateral
relations and set out certain guidelines which could
be used as a basis for innovative action on the part
of the Organization to establish a world order capable
of meeting the aspirations of the peoples to peace,
justice, freedom and economic and social progress.
71. We are ready to play our part in this major bat­
tle, because we are aware that this is a question of
saving the world from the cataclysm which lies in
wait. As for the Niger, as has been stressed here by
President Seyni Kountche "we are ardent supporters
of peace, tireless workers for good-neighbourliness
and fervent apostles of dialogue and understanding
among nations". [25th meeting, para. 58.]

72. Mr. SCEBERRAS TRIGONA (Malta): The
recent visit of the Prime Minister of Malta to Hun­
gary is sufficient indication of the close relations
existing between our two countries, therefore it gives
me all the more pleasure to compliment Mr. Hollai

. on his unanimous election to preside over this im­
portant session. We also compliment Mr. Kittani
of Iraq on his record-breaking performance last year.

73. Our presence in the Assembly is a token of our
collective commitment to the processes of peace in
inter-State relations which the United Nations offers
in opposition to the processes of violence and aggres­
sion which have marred human history for unlold
ages. Yet, in spite of this commitment, we are all
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military forces of the super-Powers are buffered from
each other by the presence of their allies.
78. Because of the vacuum which exists at the global
level through the abseuce of an effective role by
the United Nations, super-Power influence in matters
relating directly to security and co-operation in the
Mediterranean has today assumed excessive propor­
tions. All States in the region must be concerned
by the extent of this infjuence. Many have already
come to the conclusion that the only feasible alter­
native is for Mediterranean countries to forge to­
geth"r their own arrangements for regional security,
which would then enable them to work out with the
super-Powers an agreed programme of progressive
armaments reductions, phased in such;.; way as to
ensure that at no stage would either supet-Power con­
sider that its legitimate strategic interests were being
put in jeopardy.
79. Such an approach entails two fundamental
objectives: flfSt, that the Mediterranean should not
be used as a major arena of global confrontation;
secondly, that regional States should be more directly
in control of security and co-operation questions in
their own region. Although w~ cannot have any illu­
sion as to the continuing imp,lct of bloc politics on
our region, we also sense ~ underlying appreciation
of the potential validity of an indigenous regional
security system, leading to the ultimate withdrawal
of super-Power forces from the region.
80. Malta's experience in its own struggle for free­
dom, a struggle which is rooted in a strategy for
regional co-operation, corroborates this assessment.
The Socialist Government which came to power in
1971 after 13 years in opposition was firmly committed
to a policy aimed at the elimination of all foreign
military bases on the island. The phased and blood­
less withdrawal of the forces of Britain and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization [NATO] from the island
commenced in 1972 and was completed by March
1979. Wlten my party was returned to power in 1976
it was pledged to entrench the process of the elimina­
tion of all foreign military presence in Malta by the
assumption for the island of a status of neutrality,
based strictly on the principles of non-alignment.
We started discussions with our Mediterranean neigh­
bours on the status we were to adopt after 1979. By
1979 those discussions were already bearing fruit. We
found early encouragement and support both from our
southern neighbours, in particular the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya and Algeria, and from our northern neigh­
bours, including Italy and France. In the unfolding
of events, our choice of a neutral status ~eived
broad recognition from Mediterranean and Qon­
Mediterranean States alike. In different forms and
under different circumstances, such broad re:og­
nition came from Qatar, Yugoslavia, ItaI~', Bul­
garia and the European Economic CommlJllity in
1980; from Saudi Arabia, Morocco, the United States
of America, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
France, Senegal, Iraq, the non-aligned movement
and the Commonw~alth in 1981; and from Algeria,
Tunisia, Greece, the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, China and the Islamic Republic of Iran so far
this year.
81. In May 1980 the Maltese Parliament formally
enshrined our neutral status in a proclamation. By

aware of the reality that once again the methods of
violence and conflict are on the increase in inter~

course among nations. In Asia we are disturbed by
the events in Kampuchea and Afghanistan, in Africa
by the continuing aggression and inhumanity of
South Africa, in Latin America by the recently con­
cluded confli~t in the Falk!ands. In the Middle East
we have still not recovered from the shock of the
appalling events in Lebanon, which form a tragic
climax to the escalating policy of illegality and outrage
perpetrated by Israel in its relentless aggression against
the Palestinian people, its annexation of occupied
territories, its attack on Iraqi nuclear installations
~md its persistent flouting of General Assembly and
Security Coancil resolutions.
74. The post-war world order based Cin the· Yalta
repartition of spheres of iufluence, with its ensuing
system of armed alliances, is no longer 2ble to main­
tain even its initial precarious stability. The erosion
of the nuclear superiority by one super-Power, leading
to nuclear parity, ushered in a state of strategic un­
certainty. Together with the challenges by the emer­
gent nations to rigid polarization around super-Power
spheres of influence, this led to an increasing resort
to the use of force by dominant Powers. Therefore
we cannot but agree with the frank anmysis of the
Secretary-General, in which he points out the reforms
which are still required to transform the United
Nations into a world body which effectively unites
nations in the pursuit of their security on the basis of
peace, co-operation and mutual respect.
75. In the absence of all-encompassing co-operation
on security at the global level, nations have in­
creasingly resorted to concrete initiatives at the
regional level.
76. In the Mediterranean, regional States have
traditionally approached their security concerns in dif­
ferent ways. However, while most of the States of
the North appear to have chosen the road of com­
plete integration in the armed alliances and all the
States of the South are active members of the non­
aligned movement, the apparent division is not so
rigid. There are evidently different levels of integra­
tion in the alliances by the members in the North,
while States of the South have established their own
links with members of the alliances-links which
are based on ecoitomir., technological, cultural and
historical realities.
77. What constitutes the most pervasive destabi­
lizing element in the Mediterranean at the present
time is in fact the massive and increasing super­
Power presence in the region. Detente, far from being
a global phenomenon, was restricted to central Europe.
In Helsinki, at the start of the process begun with
the Conference on Security and Co-operation in
Europe, Malta had striven for the acceptance of the
need to extend detente to the Mediterranean. on the
basis of the principle that security in the Mediter­
ranean is an integral element in European security.
The super-Powers, however, paid only lip-service to
the Mediterranean document of the Helsinki Final
Act. Eyeball-to-eyeball confrontation is the reality
in the Mediterranean today, a reality which is even
more threatening to regional and European peace and
security because it creates a confrontation more direct
than it has ever been in central Europe, where the
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virtue of that proclamation, Malta undertakes not to
allow any foreign military bases on its territory, not
to allow any military facilities to foreign forces, not
to allow any facilities to be used in Malta in such a
manner or to such an extent as will constitute a
virtual presence of foreign forces, nor that any
foreign military personnel be allowed in Malta, and
that the shipyards of Malta will be used for civil
commercial purposes and will be denied to the mili­
tary vessels of the super-Powers. Soon after the
formal adoption of our status, in September 1980
Italy entered into a bilateral agreement with us in
which it welcomed, recognized and supported our
neutrality and engaged itself both to avoid any action
that would jeopardize that status and to come to
our assistance in ca8e of any attack on Malta. That
formal commitment by a country belonging to NATO
to commit itself actively in safeguarding Malta's
neutrality was paralleled a few months later by an
analogous undertaking by the Soviet Union in which
recognition and support of our status was also accom­
panied hy Rn undertaking not LU do anything that
would put it in jeopardy. Both agreements have been
duly registered with the United Nations under Ar­
ticle 102 of the Charter.

82. Following its thire! consecutive return to power
in 1981, the socialist Government pledged to utilize
Malta's new-found freedom and neutrai status to
promote a tenuine process for peace in the Mediter­
ranean. Several countries have not only formally
recognized our neutral status, but have also explicitly
acknowledged its significance for the process of
peace in the M~daerranean-these include France
and Greece from within the NATO alliance and the
non-aligned Mediterranean States of Yugoslavia and
Tunisia.

83. In addition to its choice of neutrality, Malta had
already taken other important initiatives for peace
in the Mediterranean. The most comprehensive of
those initiatives has been our endeavours in the Con­
ference on Security and Co-operation in Europe to
ohtain recognition of the linkage between ;;ecurity in
the Mediterranean and security in Europe, and par­
ticipation by Mediterranean States in all matters
relating to Mediterranean security and co-operation.

84. By 1975 all European States, and the two super­
Powers, had accepted non-participating Mediterranean
States in the process of that Conference. By 1979
the Conference had launched a concrete initiative
for functional co-operation in the Mediterranean.
Meeting in Malta in February of that year, par­
ticipants in the Conference and non-participating
Mediten'anean States drew up recommendations con­
cerning the exchange of statistical data, environmental
co-operation, tourism, energy resources, transport
networks, telecommunications research, migrant
labour, scientific and technical problems, eradication
of Mediterranean diseases, gerontology, seismology,
preservation of cultural heritage and a number of
other ~ubjects. In the ongoing review Session of the
Conference, taking place in Madrid, our objective
is now to bring about a thorough consideration ilf
the security aspects of the Helsinki Mediterranean
chapter, in particular the recommendations regarding
the reduction of armed forces in the region.

85. We have also taken initiatives outside the estab­
lished bodies. As early as 1972, on the initiative of
Malta's Prime Minister, Dom Mintoff, who has iden­
tified himself most intimately with the objective of
enhancing Mediterranean co-operation, a process of
quadripartite collabomtion at the ministerial and
technical levels was initiated between Italy, Libya,
Malta and Tunisia. That initiative has led to the recog­
nition of a common interet:t in communications,
tourism, fisheries, agriculture and the preservation
and protection of the environment.
86. A more recent initiative has been the setting up
of Radio Mediterranean, which Malta pioneered in
1978 under tJy~ auspices of UNESCO and which is
now starting to assume its intended role as the col­
lective and au:hentic voice of Mediterranean peoples.
The keen interest which that initiative is awakening
has recently been demonstrated by Algeria's par­
ticipation and by the various approaches made by
other Mediterranean States.
87. At the multilateral level in 1975 UNEP launched
a Mediterranean Action Plan, which, under the objec­
tive of environmental protection, has given scope to
the emergence of a number of concrete projects of a
technical and practical nature. Malta is participating
in various aspects of that Action Plan, in particular
through the setting up of a Regional Oil-Combating
Centre on the island which is intended to cc-ordinate
regional action against hazards of oil pollution.
88. Here at the United Nations since 1976 the resnlu··
tions on the implementation of the Declaration on
the Strengthening of International Security [resolu­
tion 2734 (XXV)] have included a call, sponsored by
Malta and other Mediterranean States, for the trans­
formation of the Mediterranean into a zone of peace.
The growing support for that call, which now also
includes members of the NATO alliance, is also
manifested in the encourag5ng number, and sub­
stantive content, of the various replies sent to the
questionnaire on the strengthening of security in the
Mediterranean called for under resolution 36/102.
It is clear from some of those replies, in particular
the one from Yugoslavia, that Mediterranean coun­
tries are giving very serious consideration to the
question of how they can themselves best take charge
of security matters in their own region. We also find
great significance in the fact that in its reply France
has indicated that it considers its formal recognition
and support of Malta's status of neutrality as a direct
contribution to the process of strengthening security
and co-operation in the Mediterranean. Similar in­
terest has emerged in the various statements made
during the current general debate, in particular by
Italy and Algeria [9th and 27th meetings]. It is our
intention this year, in collaboration with our partners,
to seek to add to the growing consensus on the ques­
tion and to identify pragmatic ways of developing
the initiative further. One important consideration
concerns the need to keep all Member States, and
especially those in the Security Council, fully in­
formed of. relevant developments in our region.
89. Various initiatives are converging to lend further
strength and credibility to the formation of a Mediter­
ranean built upon the awareness of a commonality
of interests which bind the regional States together
in a process of peace pnd co-operation. Malta's
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uphill task in the mid-1970s to form a consensus for
bringing together northern and southern Mediterranean
States in the framework of the Conference on Security
and Co-operation in Europe has in turn opened up
prospects for other initiatives. Thus, Malta and other
Mediterranean States, the Sixth Conference of Heads
of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries,
held at Havana in 1979, engaged the explicit support
-of the non-aligned movement for the proposal that
non-aligned Mediterranean States meet in Malta in
1980 with aligned Mediterranean States, participants
in the European Conference, to discuss specific
projects of co-operation and to co-ordinate positions
for further action even in the European Conference
itself.
90. That convergence is most eviden.t in the case of
Malta's neutrality. The widespread recognition and
support for Malta's iitatus of neutrality is proving of
seminal value for initiatives aimed at installing a
system of regional security in the Mediterranean in
which the concerns of super-Power confrontation
are neither exclusive nor dominant.
91. Through their unilateral rejection of foreign
military bases on their territories, a number ofMediter­
ranean States have set in 51otion a proce",.J of disarm­
ament in the region. "With the closing of foreign
military bases, Malta, too, has contributed to that
formation ofembryo zon~s ofpeace. But this unilateral
approach is not enough. In seeking support for its
status ofneutrality, Malta has introduced a reciprocity
of commitments. At the regional level it has under­
taken the commitment that its territory would never
be used for armed offensives against neighbouring
States, and in return obtained assurances from them
that they would not threaten or violate its neutrality;
at the broader level, the super-Powers have accepted
Malta's assurances that its territory would not be
available to either of them for military purposes and
in return they have assured Malta of their undertaking
to res,pect its neutrality. If the Medit~rranean is to
enjoy the benefits of a system of regional security,
an extension of this type of reciprocal commitment is
indispensable. Only in this way would there start a
process of easing of tension, reduction of polarization
and limitation of armaments deployment.
92. We are, of course, very much aware that mili­
tary deployment by the super-Powers in the Mediter­
ranean is not simply a function of regional concerns,
but is integrated in global strategic planning. We are
equally aware that the options being taken today by
some of the States in our region are supportive of the
global dimension of the super-Power military presence
in the Mediterranean. The current deteriorating situa­
tion is not especially propitious. Yet, we have sensed
in the developments which took place in the 1970s
that the potential exists for an affirmation of the
coHective role of Mediterranear. St', !es in the security
of their own region. Our persist~nce at the present
time arises both from the concern that any relaxation
would jeopardize the progress which has already been
made; as well as from the conviction that in pursuing
our objectives for peace we are directly contributing
to the overcoming of the current negative trend.
93. Although conditions in the Mediterranean are
ripe for progress in the pursuit of regional security
and co-o~ration, current negative trends elsewhere

are adversely affecting this region too. The Mediter­
rane~ thus challenges the super-Powers with a crucial
test of their willingness and capacity to respond by
favouring the processes of peace as opposed to the
processes of confrontation. In the light of the remark­
able achievements for the Mediterranean over the
past decade, a reversal here would forbade ominous
consequences for other quarters of the globe, where
stability, peace and security are precarious and
threatened. Progress here, on the other hand, would
give the cue for analogous initiatives to be under­
taken in other regions so that peace becomes indi­
visible and stable. In other words, the crucial test
for peace is whether Mediterranean countries and
the super-Powers agree on reciprocal a.ssurances as
have already been implemented in respect of a neutral
Malta. The Mediterranean is ready.
94. For Maita, the struggle against such high odds
to hring about a halt ~o tbe process of confronta~ion

in our 'region is in line with the historic linkage which
has existed between events in our oountry and in the
region at large. Poised in the heart of the Mediter­
ranean, less than 200 miles from the mainlands of
Europe and of Mri~a, Malta has for centuries been
right on the dividing line between opposiilg and con­
tending forces.
95. Starting with the Roman-Carthaginjan cone:
frontation ofthe pre-Christian era, fmd running through
to the region31 super-Power confrontation of our day,
Malta's positio!1 has always impo~d critical choices
of alignment and commitment. In the past, these
choices were always made by the dominant Power in
possession of the isk.nd. Tbey were inevita~~ly choices
for aggression and m~:itary domination of Malta's
neighbours. During iilis century alone, Malta has
served as a forward buse for major military offensives
in Italy, Gree.ce and North Africa; it served as a stra­
tegically vital position in the two world conflicts and
as an important focal point of operations in the Suez
crisis in the late 1950s.
96. Without any choice of its own, Malta has there­
fore consistently been committed on one or another
of the sides in the many conflicts and confrontations
taking place in the Me~iterranean region. Whenever
armed aggression took place, Maltese territory fell
directly under attack. The nature and extent of our
defences were as much at the dhcretion of the tor:
eigner as were the strategic decisions leading to the
opening of hostilities and the acticms and considera­
tions leading to their resolution. The experience of
the last World War, when the Maltese pe9ple in their
overwhelming majority joined enthusiastically in
the struggle against fascism and nazism and rejoiced
in their eventual overthrow, brought with it the dear
realization that in always fighting other people's
wars, Malta had never yet had the opportunity to
struggle for its own freedom and for peace.
97. In the 1950s and 1960s, the time came for Ma:ta,
in common with other oppressed nations of the world,
to achieve its independence. The opportunity thereby
created for the island to define its role for peace in
the region was, however, obstructed by British and
NATO collusion that Malta should and, indeed, would
continue to pursue economic, strategi~ political
and cultural choices strictly integrated into the Western
alliance, even if that involved actions and policies
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divergent from the national or regional interests of a
small independent island State in theheart ofa troubled
region.
98. For a few years the local interests which had
thrived on the colonial structures and mentality
managed to retain sufficient control over the island
to ensure the pursuit of a policy in strict conformity
with NATO strategies. The inappropriate economic
infrastructure closely supportive of a NATO role,
which had been inherited from colonial times, was
cosmetically restructured only to the extent that it
would not interfere with tbat role. Control of key
factors-ports, airports, telecommunications, media,
banking and currency, for example-was retained,
sometimes through indirect means, by the British.

99. This continuing control served British interests
in two ways. On the one hand, by reinforcing tile
dominance of an elite which had a weak base of local
support, jt ensured the continuing loyalty of that
elite to the British and NATO objectives. This in turn
permitted Britain to convince its NATO allies that in
order to ensure that Malta remained ftrmly entrenched
in the Western bloc, it was in their interests not to
take any action to improve, at least to Western Euro­
pean standards, the social and economic plight of the
Maliese. The Maltese people soon realized that the
policies under which they were being led constituted
a negation of their freedom, were inimical to their
national interests and thwarted their natural voeation
to serve as a focal point of peace and co-operation
in the Mediterranean. Those who Were claiming to
maintain the island as a bulwark of democracy by
aligning it irrevocably with one bloc were at the same
time led into taking measures which, in their disrespect
for the basic rights of the individual, constituted a
serious denial of democracy.

iOO. The process of Maita's struggle for freedom
came to a critical point in the early 1970s when the
people of the island, in anger and frustration, took a
.dramatic decisivn to halt the centuries-old military
role of their own homeland. Over the last 12 years,
Malta has pursued a policy in which the struggle for
personal liberty, national freedom and regional peace
and co-operation are intimately intertwined. We have 0

restructured our economic infrastruct1Jre to make it
serve simultaneously the purposes of national dev­
elopment and regional co-operation. We have opened
our economic, cultural, technological and political
relations to all countries, rejecting any ideological
bias in our contacts.

101. This policy both defines and lends credibility
to the status of neutrality we have assumed, not out
ofany escapist desire to steer an uncommitted course
between the contending antagonisms in our region
and beyond, but out of the fundamental awareness
that the future of our nation id intimate!y linked with
developments in our region.

102. This policy has enabled us to demonstrate a
forceful integrity in the pursuit and defence of peace.
Last week's endorsement of Malta's candidacy for
the Security Council in the ministerial declaration
of the non-aligned movement encourages U5 to per­
severe in our policy. Whenever the occasion has
required it, we have not shirked from taking the
necessary frank and forthright action. It was the force-

ful integrity of our policies which enabled us to per­
severe when alone in the European forums, in the
Conference on Security and CO<n{)peration in Europe,
and in the European capitals we put forward such
views as the call for a Mediterranean involvement
in quesiions of European security and the equally
pressing call for a Middle East solution based on recog­
nition of the Palestinians' right to an independent
State of their own. Today, when these views are
finding increased suppon, we can look back on our
earlier efforts with a ~ense of pride, satisfaction and
encouragement for the future.

103. This same spirit mot!-vated us in the early 1970s
to be equally firm in our negoti9tions with Britain
over the arrangements to phase out their military
presence on our territory. We then faced a massed
opposition based \oln prejudice, misconception and
vested interests both from within and beyond our
shores. Gradually, however, we persuaded our oppo­
nents of the integrity and peaceful nature ofour objec­
tives.

104. Yet following the final departure of British
troops from the island, we again had to face the arro­
gant attitudes of our erstwhile colonial ruler in con­
nection with the question Gf the clearing from areas
around Malta of war remnants left over from the colo­
nial period which are seriously obstructing some of
our major development projects.

105. One particular case, concerning the removal of
war remnants, is causing serious problems to our
development programme. My Government's develop­
ment plan calls for the setting up in Malta of a major
coal and grain trans-shipment centre in the Mediter­
ranean. A prerequisite for the success of this project
is a sufficient draught to enable ships requiring an
under-keel clearance of over 14 metres to enter and
navigate in the Grand Harbour of ValIetta without
any problem. Nature has blessed Valletta Harbour
with a sufficiently large draught to handle such ships,
but the presence of war wrecks in various parts of
the harbour and, in particular, at its entrance, has
reduced the clearance to 12.6 metres, so that the
trans-shipment project cannot illaterialize unless those
wrecks are removed.

106. For the past several years my Government
has been trying to reach an amicable solution with
Britain on this subject but, in spite of the universaIJy
accepted principle that the removal of remnants of
war is the responsibility of the country that implanted
them, Britain has consistently refused to accept any
legal or moral responsibility. Indeed, Britain is making
its repeated disclaimer of any legal or moral respon­
sibility whatsoever a pre-condition of any talks with
my Government. From this rostrultl I repeat the offer
which my Government has already made to the British
Government of talks without pre-conditions. A satis­
factory solution would also obviate the need for us
to raise this issue in all appropriate international
forums-something which we are otherwise deter­
mined to persist in.

107. Our experience teaches that the struggle by a
people to achieve dignity and freedom is itself part
of the process in the endeavour for regional and
global peace and security.

) ,
I
i

,
i
I
I ,
! i
J I
i !

10 j
I II ,
! i

: :



. .' , . .
# ..... "" • - I •

. ' )J" ~ • ~.. .
~ • - & ...... " I •

. . . It' , • '. "'. • . .

. , .... .' -- ~ .

"

I
i
r

f

r
r

t
l
I
t

,
r

I
i ~
l :
~ I,
) l. (

; !
I :

!

, >, ,. ,

3ZDd meetfng-14 October 1982 a.
IOS. For the Palestinian people the road to dignity minds of peoples throughout the world, has not yet
and freedom is proving particularly tragic, as the been translated into the actions and policies ofnations.
recent events in Lebanon have shown. These events And yet· the mechanisms for peace exist, here at the
have not broken the spirit of the Palestinian people United Nations, through regional concertation and
in continuing their struggle but the opportunities for through national initiatives. We need to muster the
a peaceful solution, which under the leadership of courage and tenacity to make a thrust for peace
the PLO were genuinely being sought, have been before the increasing resort to force overwhelms us
dealt a severe blow. The Israeli actions have delib- completely and leads us to an irreversible catas-
erately placed a policy of aggression right in the path tr09he. Malta remains deeply committed to this
of the road to peace; in the process they have in- endeavour.
flicted unbelievable suffering, and they have tom a It7. Mr. DOST (Mghanistan): May I, on behalf of
country apart. the delegation of the Democratic Republic of Afghan-
109. The threat to the peace and §tability of the Mid- istan, congratulate Mr. Hollai of Hungary on his
die East and the Mediterrar.ean which arises out of election to the high office of the presidency of the
the Palestinian and.Lebanese tragedies constitute~ a thirty-seventh session of the General Assembly.
direct threat to peace and stability even outside the His election to that important post is not only a.recog-
region. European nations should play a major role nition of his professional and human qualities, but
to help bring about a solution which both res~cts also a well-deserved tribute to his country, with
the inalienable rights of the Palestinians and at the which we enjoy the best of relations. These relations
same time safeguards other legitimate interests in the were further consolidated by the signing 10 days
region. Malta is proud of the role it has played in ago of the Treaty of Friendship and Co-operation
supporting the Palestinian cause and pledges to con- between our two countries during the visit of Babrak
tinue steadfaEtly in this tourse. Karmal, General Secretary of the Central Committee
110. The actions of South Africa, its internal policies of the People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan and
of racism and oppression and its external policies ;Jf President of the Revolutionary Council, to his fra-
aggression and domination constitute yet another temal country. I hope that under his presidency the
threat to intemational peace and stability. The cry ~urrent session of the General Assembly will make a
of anger, frustration and suffering emerging from notable contribution to the cause of strengthening
southern Africa is urgent and persuasive. It calls for international peace and security. I should like to assure
urgent and effective remedies. him that the Mghan delegation will fully co-operate

with him and help him in every way to discharge
Ill. The aspiration of the people of Korea to the his duties. May I also express my appreciation to
peaceful unification of their country continues to be his predecessor, the prominent Iraqi statesman and
frustrated. The presence of foreign troops in South diplomat, Mr. Kittani, for his skilful conduct of the
Korea and the size and strategic objectives of this deliberations of the last few sessions of the General
presence run directly counter to the already expressed Assembly. I should further like to pay a tribu~e to the
desire of all Korean people to seek a peaceful road Secretary-General for his tireless efforts to make
to the reunification of their country. the United Nations more efficient in maintaining peace
112. Similarly, in Cyprus the illegal presence of and security.
foreign troops stands in the way of an already defined 118. At th~ thirty-sixth session, during the general
basis for a peaceful solution which would ensure the debate [8th meeting], we spoke at length about two
sovereignty, unity, territorial integrity and inde- trends in the world arena. Since then the confrontation
pendence oy. that island. of these two trends has acquired a still more acute
113. The people of Afghanistan and Kampuchea also and tense character.
find the internal evolution of their societies interfered 119. Numerous facts in international affairs clearly
with and distorted by the interplay of outside inter- testify to a growth in the aggrec .ive tenden~ies Qf
ests. The departure of foreign troops from these the foreign policy of the imperialisL forces, the United
countries remains a necessary pre-condition of the States of America in the first place. The imperialists
recovery by their peoples of their sovereignty and are engaged in all-round psychological and material
independence. preparations for war, carrying on the arms race on an
114. For over two years now the imperatives of unprecedented scale and building up their military
peace have not prevailed between the Iranian and strength both qualitatively and quantitatively. Their
Iraqi peoples. We continue to believe that the pos- interference in the affairs of sovereign States is being
sibilities exist for a peaceful solution to their prob- expanded, special forces are being set up for armed
lems and tbat no means whatsoever should be spared intervention, their military presence in various parts
to achieve this end. of the world is being increased; old bases are being

modernized and new ones are being established. One
115. In the Falkland Islands the resort to force of the negative consequences of that policy is the fact
was a tragic outcome of the failure to use the pro- that the non-alimted developing countries are be­
cesses of consultation and negotiation recommended coming more and more involved in the ruinous arms
by the United Nations. We hope to see wiser counsels race~ which undermines their struggle to achieve
prevail in the future. economic independence and social progress.
116. In these and other instances, policies of aggres- 120. The imperialist policy of the use of force has
sion and force clearly continue to play their dominant dragged the whole world closer to the edge of nuclear
role in the relations among nations. The yearning for catastrophe. That is an alarming reality of the present­
peace, so urgent. and pervasive in the hearts and day situation, which poses a serious threat to the very
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existence of all countries and peoples, large or small,
developed or developing.
121. This threat urgently demands the collective
efforts of all peoples of the entire globe to put an
end to the arms race, particularly the nuclear one,
to prevent the imperialist, adventurist and militarist
circles from carrying on their mad drive towards a
new war, to improve the international climate, to
find solutions to the crucial problems at the negotia­
tion table and to secure peace all ov'}r the world.
The concern of millions of people over the destiny
of mankind was vividly expressed in the statements
by most of the delegations during the second special
session of t~e General Assembly on disarmament
and in the mass manifestations throughout the world.
122. To avert the threat of an outbreak of a thermo­
nuclear war is the main and primary task of the
United Nations, which was created for the very pur­
pose of preserving peace and preventing the destruc­
tion of man's civilization. In a world where attempts
are made in some quarters to convince the public of
the admissibility of "limited" or "protracted" nuclear
war, will the Organization be able to prevent the
world from slipping into such a war? We hold the
strong opinion that it is within our ability to avert
the danger of a nuclear holocaust. The policies and the
tireless efforts of the peace-loving forces, represented
by socialist States and .the non-aligned countries,
are aimed at that very purpose. It is only natural
that we have given our full support to all initiatives
and proposals for curbing the arms race and, first
of all, the prevention of the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons. We regard the unilateral declaration
by the Soviet UnioD on non-first-use of nuclear
weapons as a gigantic step towards reducing the
danger of the outbreak of a nuclear confrontation.
If complemented by similar d~clarations by the other
nu\:lear-weapon States, the possibility of such an
outbreak would be reduced to naught.
123. We also warmly welcome the two new proposals
by the Soviet Union which were advanced in the state­
ment of the Foreign Minister of the Soviet Union,
Mr. Andrei Gromyko [13th meeting], aimed at warding
off the threat of nuclear war and achieving the ces­
sation of the nuclear arms race.
124. We earnestly hope that the thirty-seventh ses­
sion of the General Assembly will give a strong impe­
tus to the negotiations on the most urgent concrete
problems-halting the arms race and achieving real
disarmament-and thus help to consolidate interna­
tional detente.
125. Countries in different parts of the world are
raising more and more insistently the question of
adopting and carrying out regional measures aimed
at creating more harmonious relations among the
countries of their ~egions and promoting stability,
which in turn would strengthen internationa\ peace·
and security.
126. In this connection I should like to say that
the armed incursions with the use of sophisticated
weaponry into the Democratic Republic ofAfghanistan
still continue unabated, which aggravates the situation
around Afghanistan.
127. The hypocritical and demagogic t.~proach of
the imperialist countries, particularly the United
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States, the Chinese hegemonists and other reactionary
quarters is yet another obstacle to the steady and
natural improvement of the sit.uation in the region of
South-West Asia. In addition to the previous Unit~d

States Administration's covert and overt actions, the
United States Senate took another provocative deci­
sion in recent days on the supply of arms to the bands
of terrorists attacking Afghanistan from abroad. This
is an t,;;t of clear and outright interfe:rence in the
internal a.~airs of a State Member of the United
Nations and is a blatant violation of international
law and all norms gov~rning international relations.
It is tantamount to instigating terrorism against a
small country and exporting terrorism into that coun­
try. It must be firmly r.,~ndemned, and we believe
that the international community will take not~ of it.
128. We. emphatically state to the aforementioned
quarters and to all others who still cherish the illusion
of turniDS back th~ wheels of history in Afghanistan
that our heroic nation has determined its destiny
once and for all and is resolved to construct an inde­
pendent, democratic and just system. With or with­
out the obstructionist designs adopted by the enemies
of our revolution, the gloriOIJS mN'ch towards those
goals will continue unhindered.

129. As for the present-day situation inside my
country, the corrective actions and principled line of
the Revolutionary Government have yielded the
fruits which were expected. A greater degree of
stability and normalcy has made possible the speedy
recovery of economic and soci31 activities. As a
result of the recent call made by Babrak Karmal,
large numbers of Afghan nationals who had gone to
the neighbouring countries for various reasons have
returned to their homes. Had certain quarters not
created obstacles, the number ofreturnees would have
been much higher. More and more sectors of the
society are now rallying behind their Government
and taking an active part in the defence of the revolu­
tion and its achievements.

130. The mercenaries and hirelings of imperialism
and international reactionary forces are sufferir-g
severe blows; most of their hideouts have been wiped
out and their arms captured. Needless to say, ban­
ditry and terrorism would have long since vanished
were they not supported, financed and equipped
from external quarters. These interventions and
incursions constitute the cause of instability and dif­
ferences in our region which call and must be tackled
by peaceful means, through negotiations. Time has
demonstrated the validity of our approach to the
problem and has clearly shown that our initiatives
put forward on 15 May 1980· and 24 August 19812
are flexible and realistic enoush to be a sound basis
for a comprehensive settlement of the situation
and normalization of relations amOlig neighbouring
countries.

131. We shall continuously and sincerely pursue our
efforts for the resolution of the situation around
Afghanistan. As was stated by Babrak Karmal at the
ninth plenum of the Central Committee of the Peo­
ple's Democratic Party of Afghanistan:.

"We have declared many a time and once again
proclaim that it is our desire to make our relations
with our eastern and western neighbours, that is,
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136. The Democratic Republic of Afghanistan also
supports the proposals of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea for the reunification of Korea
in a peaceful and democratic way as a constructive
step towards peace and stability in the region.
137. Aft~r over three decades of wars &I1d confron­
tations the situation in the Middle East has. acquired
still funher explosive dimensions due to the aggres­
sive, expansionist and racist nature of the Zionist
entity supported by United States imperialism. During
the recent Israeli aggression against Lebanon the
world was outraged to witness now far Washington's
support of Tel Aviv's aggressive plans spreads and
how disproportionately great are the ambition~ of the
Israeli leaders, who are ready to use every means
available to achieve their delirious over-ambitious aims
regarding the creation of Greater Israel.
138. The hideous I~raeli crimes of genocide and
ma~sacre of the Palestinian civilians in t~e refugee
camps of Sabra and Shatila in west Beirut win forever
remain unsurpassec\ in the history of mankind. But
the Israeli aggreai)ors and their American patrons
must remember that the popular movement based
on the legitimate aspirations of the Palestinians C8nnot
be suppressed by brute force. ·The P~iestinian people
will never be crushed by an aggressor. Their just
cause will eventually triumph. It is evident that the
aggressor would not be able to behave S4) brazenly
if its partner in strategic co-operation were not too
biggest imperialist Power. That is why ti'1e United
States shares responsibility for the hQrrendous crimes
that have been and are being committed in Lebanon.

139. Israel's designs to win an easy victory by forcing
the Pal~stinians to surrender proved to be miscnlcu~e­

tions. The aggressors met with valiant resistance from
the Palestinians, the patriotic Lebanese forces and
the Syrian armed forces, whose courage has won them
admiration.

140. The Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, as a
staunch supporter of the Palestinian and Arab cause,
once again expresses its all-round solidarity with our
Palestinian brothers in their heroic struggle. We
demand the immediate and complete withdrawal of
Israeli troops from all occupied Arab territories and
restoration of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people, including th~ir right to establish their national
§tate in Palestine.

141. Afghanistan believes that it is now imperative
to start a collective search for an all-embracing,
just and realistic settlement hi the Middle East within
the framework of a specially convened international
conference as set out in the Brezhnev six-point plan
[see A/37/457]. We have also noted with interest
the relevant outcome of the Twelfth Arab Summit
Conference, held at Fez (see A/37/696].

142. At its thitty-seventh session the General As­
sembly is expected to bring pressure to bear on the
Zionists and their imperialist supporters, particu­
larly United States imperialism, with a view to ensuring
full compliance with the repeated calls of the interna­
tional community.

143. Since the beginning of the unfortunate armed
conflict between Iraq and the Islamic Republic of
Iran, the continuation of which will seriously affect

Pakistan and Iran, normal and even friendly on
the basis of good will and reasOl~ through construc­
tive talks.... the Geneva talks showed that founda­
tiens existed for the achievement of agreements
acceptable to both sides on all of the issues con­
cerning an all-sided l10litical solution~ and t:Jat only
good win and understanding were needed to solve
the existing differences. We are ready, as far as
the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan is co~­

cemed, to meet them half-way in order to improve
conditions in the region and to normalize our rela­
tions with them."

132. We express our appreciation to the Secretary­
General and his personal representative, Mr. Diego
Cordovez, for their efforts to bring the parties con­
cerned closer in order to achieve a negotiated settle­
ment, and assure them ofour continued co-operation.
133. The question of strengthening security and
easing tension jn the Indian Ocean has acquired great
urgency in the past few years. The right of the
nations of that region to peaceful life and their desire
to concentrate their efforts on their economic and
social development have bt:en jeopardized by the in­
creased military activity of the United States, by its
constant blocking of the efforts to convene the Con­
ference on the Indian Ocean. We have invariably
supported the desire of the coastal States of the
Indian Ocean to turn that region into a zone of peace
where all foreign military bases would be dismantled
and no cne would threaten the security, independence
and sovereignty oftht States in the region. The Demo­
cratit; Republic of Afghanistan resolutely supports the
holding of the Conference in Colombo on 9 May
1983 as proporsed by non-aligned countries that are
members of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian
Ocean We reaffirm our support for the proposal by
the Preflident of the Democratic Republic of Mada­
gascar, Mr. Ratsiraka, for the convening of a summit
conference of hinterland and littoral States of the
Indian Ocean region, to be held in Antananarivo.
134. In the context of regional security my delega­
tion speaks out in favour of the initiative of the Mon­
golian People's Republic on the signing of a con­
vention on mutual non-aggression and non-use of
force in the Asian and Pacific region.3 The decision
and proposals of the Conference of Foreign Ministers
of the three Indo-Chinese countries held in Ho Chi
Minh City on 6 and 7 July 1982 [see A/37/334]
constitute a concrete and realistic programme for the
normalization of the situation in that region of South­
East Asia. These steps, if acceptea, will undoubtedly
contribute to a substantial improvement in the political
climate in the region in favour of peace, stability and
co-operation between the lndo-Chinese countries
and the countries members of the Association ofSouth­
East Asian Nations.
135. The recent setting up of the so-called Coalition
Government is but a scheme of China in collusion
with United States imperialism anj other reactionary
forces to cover up the abominable face of the genocidal
Pol Pot clique and to be used as an instrument against
the rebirth of the Kampuchean people and for inter­
ference in the internal affairs of the People's Republic
of Kampuchea, to create tension and to halt the
tendency towards reconciliation and co-operation in
the region.
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not onJy those two neighbouring Islamic countries
but the entire region, we have sincerely hoped that
the Governments of Iran and Iraq will desist from
actions that may cause the situation to worsen still
further and tbat they will find peaceful ways and
means of resolving their disputes.
~44. We express our appreciation for the work done
by ~ne ~cretary-Gen(~raland his mission in this regard.
'We urge him to continue his efforts aimed at finding
a jmit and peaceful solution (0 this tragic conflict.
145. As in the past, Afghanistan expresses its full
support for the independence, sovereignty, territorial
int.egrity, unity and non-aligned status of the Republic
of Cyprus.
146. VIe stand side by side with our African brothers
in their struggle against imJrerialism, colonialism,
neo-colonialism and c;partheid and for independence,
social justic~ and deveiopment.
147. The Democratic Republic of Afghanistan
strongly supports th~ people of Namibia, which,
under th~ leadenlhip of th~ir sole legitimate represen­
tative, S\>VAPO, are struggling again~t the apartheid
regime's occupation.
148. We reaffir.n our solidarity with the heroic
peoples of South Africa in their struggle to free
themselve~) from the abhorrent system of apartheid.
We resolutely condemn the Soutb African racist
regime's continued aggression against Angola and
other front-line States and its attempts to topple
the Govenlments of some independent African coun­
tries, particularly that of Seychelles.

Mrs. Astorga (Nicaragua), Vice-President, took the
Chair.
149. In our view the Assembly should take action to
increase assistance to the national liberation move­
ments with a view to accelerating exercise of the
right of s~lf-determinationand the independence of
peoples still under alien and colonial domination.
ISO. It is in this (;ontext tbat we expr:~ss support
fm" the struggle of the Sahraoui Arab Democratic
Republic for full sov1ereignty over its territory.
151. We are iT! solidarity with the people of Puerto
Rico trying to exercise their right to self-determination
aJ' ~ full independence.

152. My delegation reaffirms the fi..~l\ Si:p~rt of the
Democr?1ic Republic of Afghanistan for Mauritius's
sovereignty ov,er Diego Garci'a island.
153. We also strongly demand the return of the
Malagasy Islands ofGlorieuses, Juan de Nova, Europa
and Bassas da India to the Democratic Republic of
Madagascar.

154. It is our belief that the Malvinas Islands are
8.n integral part of the Argentine Republic.

155. The sit-uation in Central and Latin America and
in the Caribbean has been further aggravated as a
result of the interventionist, aggressive policies of
the United States.

156. While strongly condemning the sinister plots of
the United States Administration in tbe region, the
Government of the Democratic Republic of Afghan­
istan expresses full solidarity with the revolutionary
peoples of Cuba" Nicaragua, Grenada, El Salvador

and other peoples of Latin America in their struggle
against United States imperialism.

157. The present state of the international economic
situation constitutes a source of deep concern for
the developing countries. The reluctance of certain
capitalist countries regarding the launching of a
.genuine dialogue with the developing countries within
the framework of the United Nations has so far
prevented the achievement ofagreements on structural
changes in the mechanism of international economic
relations. The prevailing uncertainty about the world
economy clearly shows the essential need for a new
and just international economic order that would
benefit all. Therefore no effort should be spared within
the framework of the United Nations and within the
regional organizations to overcom.e the disparities of
the present situation. That situation, coupled with the
economic policies adopted by many Western coun­
tries, places serious constraint for the developing
countries, attempts to attain the growth rates estab­
lished in the International Development Strategy for
the Third United Nations Development Decade
[resolution 35156, annex]. This adverse impact has
been particularly grave for the least developed land­
locked countries. Their growth rate has been retarded,
and they have witnessed an actual decline in their
per capita gross domestic product in recent years.
While in 1970 the aveiClge per capita gross national
product of the least developed countries was 36.3 per
cent of that of all developing countries, it declined
further, at tne end of 1979, to 29.1 per cent.

158. Compared with the average annual growth ~f

3.1 per cent in the grC\ss domestic product of all
developing countries in ~1<1C past decade, the achie"-~­

ment of the least developeCA countries was even less
than one per cent during the same period. We thus
emphasize the need for special measures, large-scale
assistance and continu(j support by the international
community for the development of the least developed
countries and we stress the need for full and timely
implementation of the Substantial New Programme
of Action for the 1980s for the Lea~t Developed
Countries adopted in Paris."

159. The distinctive and disadvantageous position
of land-locked countries and their need for adequate
transport and transit facilities in the promotion of their
trade and economic development has been recognized
by various United Nations agencies and international
conferences, and numerous resolutions have been
adopted specifically to overcome those problems.
However, it is regrettable that effective and full
implementation of those decisions, including the
establishment of a Special Fund for Land-locked
Developing Coun~ries, has not materialized.

160. We stress the importance of economic co­
operation among developing countries as a means of
promoting the rational and efficient use of human,
material and financial resources available for the
progress of developing countries. I should also like to
stress that the international community should gener­
ate the necessary pressure to put an end to the arms
race, in order to release the enormous resources
badly needed for development programmes for the
developing countries.
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165. Detente between the super-Powers has suffered
a severe setback. There has been a resurgence of
cold war attitudes-a situation which has been further
aggravated by the virtual state ofcollapse of the inter­
national economic system. The spirit of interna­
tionalism and the interdependence of nations of the
world have been gravely impaired. Nations, particu­
larly the big Powers, are now resorting increasingly
to the use or threat of use of force in defence of what
they perceive to be their national interests. The provi­
sions of the Charter on the settlement of international
disputes and on the maintenance of international
peace and security are being brushed aside and ignored
by the big Powers in pursuit of their narrow interests.

166. In this present climate of uncertainty, the Sec­
retary-General, in his report on the work of the
Organization [A/37/l], called for measures to strength­
en the peace-keeping machinery of the United Nations
system and to develop the United Nations as a more
effective and viable instrument for resolving disputes
among States. He has called our attention to the
propensity of the big Powers to bypass the United
Nations whenever it suits them and to the necessity
to return to the United Nations as the primary inter­
national negotiating forum. His warnings are timely
and should be heeded by all Member States.

167. We are gravely concerned in particular about
the areas of tension which cor~tinue to exist in Africa.
We attach the utmost importance to peac~and stability
in Mrica, without which our efforts '.I) develop our
countries will continue to be frustrated. We are con­
cerned about the continued intervention in Mrican
affairs of the big Powers and their attempt~ to turn
Mrica into a cold-war theatre; Africa's efforts to solve
its problems in Western Sahara and the Horn ofAfrica
continue to be undermined by the intervention of the,
big Powers. We deplore and view with re~;ntment

these unwarranted interventions in our internal affairs
and the consequent intensifiGation of intra-African
disputes. Whenever it has seemed we are close to a
peaceful settlement of disputes among Mrican States,
the process of peace has been gravely weakened and
undermined by the intervention of extrcl-African
Powers. Weapons of mass destruction continue to find
their way into our continent in tbe guise of foreign
military assistance. In order to maintain their hege­
mony in Africa, the big Powers have resorted to so­
calle"l military assistance, which has increased sharply
over all other forms of aid in recent years.

164. The rapid and seemingly inexorable deteri­
oration in international relations is of great concern
to my delegation. Many of the global issues that have
plagued the Organization for many years have per­
sisted in the unwholesome atmosphere of con­
frontation and repeated aggression. There is no doubt
that the great majority of nations are dedicated to
peace. Nevertheless, one is left with the sad feeling
that all our efforts are an exercise in futility since none
of the major issues of our time appears to have been
resolved. The litany of political and economic crises
which now plague the world is formidable and spans
every region of the world.

162. To underline the approach taken by the Demo­
cratic Republic of Afghanistan to those problems,
allow me to quote briefly from a statement by Babrak
KarmaI:

"The Government of the Democratic Republic of
Afghanistan, in full harmony with its decisive
revolutionary domestic policy, follows a principled,
peaceful path in its relations with all countries of
the world. Mghanistan is and will remain a non­
aligned nation. We will profoundly and actively
support the principles of positive and active non­
alignment, peaceful coexistence, the policy of
detente and general disarmament. And we will
fight against warmongers, against old and neo­
colonialism, against imperialism and zionism, against
fascism and racism, against racial dis~rimination

and apartheid, together with the peace-loving forces
in a vast global front."

163. Mr. BOLOKOR (Nigeria): On behalf of the
people and Government of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, I extend to Mr. Hollai our warmest con­
gratulations on his election to and assumption of the
office of President of the thirty-seventh session of the
General Assembly. His election is eloquent testimony
to his admirable personal qualities as well as an honour
to the Hungarian People's Republic, with which,
happily, my country, Nigeria, enjoys very cordial
relations. I am quite confident that under his able
and wise guidance, our deliberations at this session
will be resoundingly successful. I assure him of the
full co-operation of my delegation in the discharge
of the heavy responsibilities of his office. May I also
pay a tribute to his predecessor in office, Mr. Kittani
of Iraq, who presided over the thirty-sixth session of
the General Assembly with great dedication and
distinction. The able manner in which he guided the
proceedings of the thirty-sixth session when grave
issues of war and peace were at stake is a credit to
him and to his country, Iraq. I also wish to con­
gratulate Mr. Perez de Cuellar on his well-deserved
election to the exalted post of Secretary-General.
His ele~tion is thoroughly deserved. It is not only a
personal achievement for him and for his country,
but one in which we of the third world can collectively
take justifiable pride. In the short time he has been
in office, Mr. Perez de Cueliar has already shown
great courage and a strong commitment to the prin­
ciples of the Charter of the United Nations. We are
indeed fortunate to have the services of such a dis­
tinguished and accomplished international statesman.
He has assumed office at a most difficult period
in the life of the United Nations, when confrontation
has replaced detente in relations. between the super­
Powers, when the world economy is sinking into
depression and when naked aggression rather th~J!

peaceful coexistence and respect for sovereignty has
become the order of the day in international relations.
I pledge to him the full support of my delegation in

161. Realistically, it would be impossible to analyse the execution of the onerous task placed on his
in one statement all the economic, social, political shoulders.
and security problems facing our world. It is even
less possible to suggest the solutions required for
those problems. Nevertheless, due attention must be
paid to those which are outstanding and remain global
in character.
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168. In addition, there has been an insidious attempt
by external forces to weaken and destroy our con­
tinental organization, the OAU, which they regard as
inimical to their dominant influence in our continent.
Th@ fact is the OAU, now facing a serious assault
by our detractors, has contributed immensely to the
maintenance of peace and stability in the region. By
bringing Mrica together and forging bonds of unity
within the continent, the OAU has contributed to the
fulfilment of provisions of the Charter of the United
Nations on the role of regional organizations in re­
solving regional disputes.
169. Let me assure our detractors now plotting daily
the demise of our organization that we will emerge
from our present crisis stronger than ever. In the past
our continental organization has demonstrated its
resilience and capacity by withstanding several serious
internal crises. Africa remains committed to the main­
tenance and continued stability of its continental
organization, and collectively we are determined to
repair the damage and the setback which it has re­
cently suffered.

170. My delegation is extremely disturbed and
distressed by the stalemate in the negotiations on the
independence of Namibia. I believe that we have
shown the utmost restraint and undea3tanding in the
negotiations with the contact group. It is not neces­
sary to go over the ground covered in those negotia­
tions. However, it is necessary to remind the Assem­
bly that ap{1rtheid, South Africa's Mandate over
Namibia, has been terminated by the United Nations
[resolution 2'145 (XXI)) and the International Court
of Justice. South Mrica's continued occupation of
Namibia is illegal·and in defiance of the una.~imous
decision of the Assembly, which gives protection to all
nations.

171. The greatest threat t::> the survival of the United
Nations is the absolr.te disregard of its decisions by
a few recalcitrant nations. The saddest aspect of the
tragedy being played out in the southern Mrican region
is that the apartheid regime draws comfort, solace and
support from the same countries as arrogate to them­
selves the role of defender of democratic freedoms.
How can those Western countries explain to the world
why, in spite of resolution 435 (1978), sponsored by
the contact group, adopted by the Security Council
and unanimously endorr.:d by the General Assembly,
effective pressure cannot be brought to bear on South
Mrica to withdraw from Namibia as a prelude to the
implementation of the United Nations peace plan for
Namibia?

172. Last year the impression was created that the
Namibia issue was very near solution. It is now crystal
clear to all that a peaceful solution of the Namibian
problem is as far away as ever. It is now obvious
to us that the strategy is to wear us down to a point
where we shall throw up our bands and say: "We
have tried. Let Namibia fend for itself." This strategy
fails to take account of the tide of history, of our
resolve to rid our continent of the last lingering
vestiges of colonialism and oppression, and of our
rendezvous with destiny.

173. A tenuous effort is being made to predicate
the independence of Namibia on the withdrawal of
Cuban troops from Angola. This is unfor~unate, and

we reject this unwarranted and arrogant demand; it
has nothing to do with the legitimate right of Namibia
to self-determination. Right now South Africa is
occupying by force a portion of the territory of the
independent State of Angola, which the foreign forces
are there to protect. But for the decision which
Angola took, in the exercise of its sovereignty, to
invite the foreign forces, apartheid South Africa would
have recolonized it. We call upon the Western Powers
to support the principle of self-determination for
Namibia as a demonstration of their sincerity. We
maintain that apartheid South Africa's occupation of
Namibia is iJlegal, as well as contemptuous of the
United Nations. We believe that the people of Nami­
bia, under the leadership of SWAPO, are entitled to
their freedom and the pursuit of happiness. We shall
persist in this belief and we shall continue to fight
for this belief until our brothers in Namibia are free.

174. Inside South Africa the racist regime has inten­
sified its reign of terror against the blacks of that
country, who are still being denied their basic free­
doms. Repression and suppression of the blacks have
continued with unabated rigour. We have warned often
enough that the racist policies of the apartheid regime
represent a grave danger to peace and stability, not
only in Africa but throughout the world; for peace
and freedom are indivisible. The world cannot be truly
free .and peaceful when parts of it remain in bondage.
Africa is committed to the eradication of racism in
South Africa. Nor will it be deterred by the attempts
of the racist regime to destabilize and undermine the
independence of its neighbours. We call on the As­
sembly to redouble its efforts and bring the neces­
sary pressure to bear on the apartheid regime by
imposing economic sanctions on it. Each time we call
for economic sanctions against South Africa certain
Western countries demur on the ground that sanc­
tions do not work. When, however, the vital interests
of the West are at stake sanctions are invoked, as
they have been over Afghanistan, Poland and the
Falkland Islands.

175. The pres:ent parlous state of the world economy
is a vindication of the warning that many developing
countries have issued for many years from this rostrum.
Today, in every country of the world, the term ~'de­

pression" is very well understood. At this time last
year we were describing the economic phenomenon
that we were experiencing as recession. This year
we call it depression. Very few countries have regis­
tered any appreciable growth in their economic activi­
ties during the past year; as a matter offact, the econ­
omies of most countries have been badly ravaged.
The consequences of this decline in economic activity
are massive unemployment, incredibly high levels of
global inflation, high debt-servicing ratio for many
develQping countries, sharp falls in commodity prices,
unstable exchange rates and protectionism in interna­
tional trade. The slow-down in economic activity is
global. The present state of the world economy pro­
vides ample proof that our economies are interde­
pendent.

176. Agriculture has all but collapsed in many parts
of Africa, due in part to drought and, of course, to
the unreasonably low commodity prices, including
the high cost of agricultural machinery. Tht fact is
that many countries in Africa spend a significant
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portion of their meagre foreign exchange earnings
on massive food importations to stave off hunger.
Very few developing countries can afford, after paying
for food imports, to buy capital goods for industries.
The net result is that developed countries are able to
market only a small proportion of their manufactured
goods in these countries, and so the vicious economic
circle persists.

177. The reluctance of the developed countries to
embrace' the new international economic order so
necessary for combaUing the global economic crisis
is deeply regrettable.

178. We are convinced that the present negative
trends in the world economy can be reversed. Since
they affect an countries, action should be taken col­
lectively to resolve them. It is f"herefore a matter of
deep regret that the prevailing mood in the developed
economies today is a negative one, as illustrated by
declines in the flow ofofficial development assistance,
a clearly expressed preference for bilateralism over
multilateralism which has seriously undermined the
integrity of the multilateral institutions of the United
Nations and, of course, the lack of encouraging pro­
gress in negotiations on various questions relating to
international economic co-operation for development.
These trends undermine the development process of
developing countries, but events have also shown
that the short-sighted and unilateral policies pursued
by certain developed countries are self-defeating even
for those countries.

179. Without losing sight of the need for a funda­
mental restructuring of the world economy, my dele­
gation would like to join in the call already made
for reviving the waning spirit of international eco­
nomic co-operation in the interest of steady global
development and in particular the accelerated develop­
ment of developing countries. My delegation is of
the view that apportunities for further enhancing inter­
national economic relations still exist. It is auspicious
that two international meetings on trade and develop­
ment are scheduled to take place within the next few
months, namely, the GATT Ministerial Meeting next
November and the sixth session of UNCTAD in mid­
1983. My delegation believes that these meetings can
contribute immensely to the reactivation of interna­
tional trade and improved trading prospects for dev­
eloping countries, if the countries of the North will
show a more positive attitude regarding the evident
need to make the necessary structural adjustments.

180. Similarly, the present structure of interna­
tional monetary and financial institutions leaves much
to be desired and calls for urgent reforms. My dele­
gation does not underestimate the contribution being.
made by international financial institutions, such as
the World Bank group, to the development of devel­
opingcountries; but there are also many areas requiring
a better response by these institutions to the special
needs of developing countries. The very stiff con­
ditionality of International Monetary Fund lending,
for instance, is resented by developing countries. While
we are not suggesting that the principles of sound
financial management should be compromised, we can
see po advantage in the application of medicine which
leaves the patient either worse offthan before ordead.

181. With the present credit squeeze unlikely to
ease immediately, the need for expanding the capital
base of the World Bank has become more urgent.
It is also timely to underline the inadequacy ofpresent
development aid, as the performance of donor coun­
tries has not gone beyond one half of the target· of
0.7 per cent of gross national product solemnly agreed
to in the International Development Strategy for the
Third United Nations Development Decade. We urge
them, therefore, not only to step up official assistance
to the poorer nations but also to ensure that an in­
creasing proportion of that assistance flows through"
the development organizations of the United Nations
system, which are currently experiencing critical
resources problems.
182. The development problems which confront the
international community today call for prompt- and
equitabl{' solutions. Important initiatives need to be
taken with a view to alleviating, inter alia, the critical
food shortages in several developing countries, the
slow pace of their industrialization, and the low level
of technological attainment, for which the speedy
conclusion of negotiations for the international code of
conduct on the transfer of technology and the estab­
lishment of long-term arrang~ments of the United
Nations financing system for science and technology
for cievelopment acquire special significance.
183. A feeling of despair and despondency must be
avoided, despite the present mood. We should not, in
fact, overlook the bright spots in international co­
operation which, happily, have resulted from certain
efforts by the developing countries.
184. Last year, much was said about the epoch­
making event of establishing a systematic framework
for the promotion of economic co-operation among
developing countries, through the adoption of the
Caracas Programme of Action.s My delegation is
gratified to note that that initiative has been further
consolidated over the past few months, through con­
crete action aimed at the mutual economic advance­
ment of States members of the Group of 77. We
believe that this process will contribute to the strength­
ening of the individuai and collective self-reliance of
developing countries.
185. All countries, developed and developing, must
show a positive determination to grapple "with tbe;,
present economic problems in a global and concerted
manner. In this connection my delegation recognizes
the need for ongoing negotiations in various interna:
tional forums to proceed unhindered and with the
requisite good will and understanding, partiCularly
by the industrialized countries. We hope it win be
possible to launch global negotiations at this session
of the General Assembly, especially as mu.ch precious
time has been lost over peripheral issues, apparently
to gain certain advantages, when what is needed is
for every party to go to the.negotiating table: with
an open mind. Now, my delegation hopes that .wit.h
the flexibility and spirit of compromise shown by the
Group of 77 through the proposal submitted last June"
our partners will be more forthcoming on the question
of launching the global negotiations without further
delay. Three years after the adoption of General
Assembly resolution 34/138, it is surely time the inter­
national community took that long-awaited step for
laying the basis for a more just system of interna-
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tional economic relations, capable of supporting the 190. Is it not grossly immoral for the nuclear Powers
steady growth of the world economy and particularly to destroy us in a war intended to expand their spheres
the accelerated and self-reliant development of dev- of influence? Our greatest desire is for peace in the
eloping Cou~ltries. world, especially on the part of peace-10ving peoples

who have no expansionist ambitions or designs. As
186.' In June this year Nigeria participated in the we are firmly convinced that it is impossible to limit
deliberations of the second special session of the a nuclear war or to win it, we affirm that the only
General Assembly devoted to disarmament, in the realistic option is to prevent it. That is why we have
hc'pe that ways and means could be found to halt and repeatedly advocated a nuclear freeze as a first step
reverse the extremely costl)' and dangerous arms race. towards significant nuclear disarmament. We are
After five w(~eks of intensive negotiations we dis- motivated by the desire to halt the dangerous arms
covered to our utter disappointment that the .1uclear- race that is inexorably dragging the world towards
weapon States, in particular, were neither willing nor self-extinction. We are inclined to believe that a
ready to listen to the voice of reason and sanity. measure of parity has been achieved in the destructive
We recall the massive demonstration last June in New power of the two blocs and that neither side, fully
York against the immense danger which nuclear aware of the fact that it cannot win a nuclear war,
weapons pose to human survival. We listened to rep- will be so propelled by a death-wish as to launch a
resentatives of innumerable non-governmental organi- nuclear attack. My delegation therefore calls upon the
zations voicing their fears that the current trend of super-Powers to agree to a freeze, followed by a
the arms race might result in nuclear war by accident, verifiable comprehensive test ban leading to talks
miscalculation or even design. We should not be on arms reduction. With good will and faith neither
inseJisitive to those justified fears of humanity. side will find this process detrimental to its national
187. Yet what did we achieve a..~er five weeks of interests.
debate and negotiations? We have neither halted the 191. While we were busy deliberating on the great
arms race nor set in motion a single disarmament threat to our survival posed by the rapid buildup
measure. It is true thRt at the second special session of lethal weapons, the devastating war machine of
devoted to disarmament the General Assembly Israel was reducing 14lrge areas of Lebanon to rubblf:
launched the World Disarmament Campaign and in- with disastrous consequences for the lives of innocent
creased the United Nations Fellowship Programme human beings unfortunate enough to reside in that
on Disarmament from 20 annual awards to 25. Those region of the Middle East. The Israelis, in an arrogant
modest achievements scarcely touched the heart of display of power, callously ignored the pleas of the
the matter. Year after year, we helplessly watch the Organization for a halt to that butchery. For four long
world's militarY budget leap to higher and higher months, the Israelis laid waste the sovereign State
levels. It is now of the order of SUS 650 billion of Lebanon in utter contempt of the resolutions of
annually. Not one nuclear Power believes that its the Security Council calling for a cease-fire.·ln histor-
nuclear and c~nventional stockpile ofarms has attained ical perspective, that barbaric act of Israel's is remi-
the optimum level necessary to guarantee its security. niscent of the Nazi ufinal solution of the Jewish
It is obvious that the more sophisticated and enormous question" . The expansionist propensity ofIsrael and its
the quantum of armaments at the disposal of each penchant for settling disputes by force ~e inconsistent
State, the less secure the State possessing such arms with the I~tter and spirit of the Charter of the United
feels. What purpose is there in pursuing at such colos- Nations. The horror of the massacre at Sabra and
sal cost an unattainable mirage? The world feels more Shatila sends chills down the spine. For a people that
insecure today than at any other time in the past. has gone through the horrible crucible of a genocide
188. The increasing reliance of nations on force to be associated, even in a distan.t waY'f~ith the
rather than on negotiations and the good offices of pogrom ofSabra and Shatila is a sad Irony 0 IstOry.
the United Nations for the peaceful settlement of 192. We believe that the Israelis are entitled to
disputes is the root cause of our feelings of insecurity, secure borders within the State of Israel. However,
coupled with the economic disaster, which has af- Israel's persistent refusal to realize that it cannot con-
flicted all nations. While the world spends more than tinue to enjoy legitimacy and rights based on the
SUS 650 billion yearly on armaments, mass un- Organization's Partition Plan for Palestine [resolution
employment, hunger, disease and ignorance take a 181 (//)] and, at the same time, deny corresponding
heavy toll on two ·thirds of the world's population. legitimacy and rights of nationhood under the same
It is a great indictment of our sense of social justice plan to the Palestinians is the greatest obstacle to
that our fellow human beings in the third world any lasting peace in the Middle East. The Palestinian
should die of hunger and of disease that we could Arab~ must and should be enabled to have their own
wipe out at minimal cost, just because our misplaced independent sovereign State. Nigeria firmly supports
sense of security compels us to spend billions of dol- the legitimate right of the Palestinians to a homeland
lars on armaments which breed more fear and, in- of their own.

security. 193. It is a matter tor regret that the fratricidal
189. If those vast sums of money currently ploughed and unnecessary war between Iraq and the Islamic
into the unproductive arms race were channelled into Republic ofIran, two non-aligned States, stiJIlingers on
the economic and social sectors, their multiplier effect in spite of the efforts of th~ United Nations and the
would result in vast social and economic activities Organization of the Islamic Conference to put an end
that would provide millions of jobs, demolish pro- to it. We once again call upon our friends in Iran
tectionism in trade, expand demand and bring back and Iraq to throw aside the weapons of war and strive
prosperity to all parts of the world. to settle their differences by peaceful means.
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194. We are also gravely concerned over the inten­
sification of other local and regional conflicts in Latin
America and Asia and the immense suffering imposed
on the peoples of those regions by the conflicts. As
a non-aligned country, Nigeria condemns all foreign
intervention in the internal affairs of the States in
those regions. We support fully the efforts of the
countries of Latin America and the Caribbean to
consolidate their national sovereignty and to develop
their political and economic systems, without undue
foreign intervention or pressure on them.
195. In conclusion, let us resolve 10 adhere to the
provisions of the Charter by faithfully abiding by the
decisions of all organs of the United Nations. Let us
resolve to eschew force in the settlement of our
disputes. Let us strive to be open and candid in our
bilateral and multilateral relations, so as to create an
atmosphere of trust in which peace will reign supreme
and the Organization will blossom.
196. Mr. TOURE (Guinea) (interpretation from
French): It is with real pleasure that, on behalf of
the delegation of the Revolutionary People's Repub­
lic of Guinea, we should like to extend to Mr. Hollai
our warm congratulations on his well-deserved elec­
tion 'to serve as President of this thirty-seventh ses­
sion of the General Assembly. My country maintains
with the People's Republic of Hungary the best
relations of friendly and fraternal co-operation. We
cannot doubt that Mr. Hollai's election will indeed
contribute to the crowning of our work with just
solutions to our many concerns. In the quest for these
just solutions, the President can be assured that the
delegation of the Revolutionary People's Republic of
Guinea will be available at all times to ensure our
fruitful co-operation. We should also like to convey
to the Secretary-General the warm encouragement and
high hopes of President Abmed sekou TouRS for a
successful discharge of the lofty tasks he has assumed
as the head of the Organization. The S3n of a third
world country, Mr. Perez de Cuellar will, with his
recognized wisdom, be able to deal with the pressing
problems confronting the international community.
197. This session is taking place at a particularly
difficult and disquieting moment in international life.
The aggravation of political tensions, to which has
been added a chronic and testing economic recession,
is the hallmark of our time.
198. Thirty-seven years ago, on behalf of perceptive
humanity, the peoples of the world endorsed the
Charter in San Francisco, thereby committing them­
selves:

u ••• to save succeeding generations from the
scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has
brought untold sorrow to mankind...

" ... to establish conditions under which justice
and respect for the obligations arising from treaties
and other sources of international law can be main­
tained, and

"to promote social progress and better standards
of life in larger freedom" .

Never had a human act and the legitimate will of
peoples raised so much hope, confidence and faith in
the future ofnations. Between 1945 and 19&2, 37 years
have gone by; 37 years of thought, action and experi-

.
At

ence, 37 years of efforts crowned, to be sure, with
victories, but more often ending with failure, disap­
pointment and bitterness.
199. This session is thus being held at a moment
when the international situation is from various stand­
points extremely unstable. The tragedy being acted out
here and there demonstrates to the world the degree
of anguish and the urgency of the responsibilities
that must be assumed.
200. On 29 lune last, at the twelfth special session
[26th meeting] President Ahmed sekou Toure stated
from this very rostrum, in this connection:

"War, local though it illraay be in a given geographic
area of the world, is always universal in scope.

"War is raging in the Middle East, Africa, Latin
America and Asia. ubanon is under attack by
Israel, and Angola by the Republic of South Mrica.
In Namibia, in Western Sahara, ... in Afghanistan,
... in El Salvador ... the fires of war have not been
extinguished. Human lives are lost and property is
destroyed. Violence continues threatening the life of
man and the well-being of society.

"International forums remain indifferent or
powerless... Is the unhappiness of some creating
the happiness of others?"

201. The outrageous attitude and the extraordinary
stubbornness of racist South Africa, which' is con­
tinuing not only to oppress and exploit the Coloured
people of South Africa, but is obstinately main­
taining a state of war along the Angolan border and in
southern Angola and is illegally keeping Namibia
under its colonialist domination, can be cited in this
connection. The Namibian question is a question of
rights, the inalienable right ofpeoples to independence.
There is no ambiguity as to the correct or incorrect
exercise of this right.
202. Alibis arising from the Cuban presence in
Angola, used to perpetuate the grip on Namibia, are
unacceptable to our delegation. The Cuban presence in
Angola falls within the sovereign rights of the Peoples
Republic ·ofAngola. Angola cannot be told to renounce
that sovereign right. The open aggression of South
African troops perpetrated against Angola is inadmis­
sible and repugnant. It is even more intolerable to link
that act of aggression to the Namibian question.

203. One can never say enough about the violations
ofthe Charterand the openarroganceofthe proponents
of the shameful system of apartheid in South Africa,
maintained with the complicity of certain Powers.
204. It would be appropriate now to reiterate our
appeal to the internationalcommunity to give material,.
moral and diplomatic support to SWAPO and 10 all
the front-line States, which are the victims of the con­
tinuing acts of aggression perpetrated by the South
African regime. The Government of the Revolutionary
People·s Republic of Guinea considers that in view of
the prevailing situation in southern Africa, the United
Nations must demand the full and immediate imple­
mentation of Security Council resolution 435 (1978)
for the decolonization and accession to independence
of Namibia, of which SWAPO is and remains the
sole" legitimate representative,
205. Elsewhere, we must recall here the deep con­
cern my country, the Rt:volutionary People·s Republic



General Assembly-Thirty-seventh Session-Plenary Meetings610

of Guinea, feels concerning Israel·s arrogance in the
Middle East. It is high time for the State of Israel to
face the obvious and to understand that its peace,

.I its development, its survival, reside neither in its
. military policy, nor in war, but rather in a peaceful

and speedy settlement of the Palestinian problem.
Israel's obstinate pursuit of a policy of aggression.
expansion and confiscation and unbridled and sys­
tematic Judaization of Arab territories that it has been
occupying by force dangerously jeopardizes its own
future.

206. It is time the world recognized that the Pales­
tinian people, under the aegis of the PLO, has the
right to a land, to a country, to a homeland; and
that Al Quds Al Sharif should have an international
status which alone is compatible with its threefold
reI:gious calling.

207. The problems of the Middle East and those of
southern Africa are obviously not the only concerns
of our peoples.

208. Africa, through its continental organization, is
currently going through a serious internal crisis. This
points to the urgent necessity of finding ajust solution
to the problem of Western Sahara. We consider that
the Ad Hoc Committee established at the eighteenth
~ession of the OAU Assembly of Heads of State and
Government should pursue its work to organize a
referendum in the Sahara. The convening of a special
session of heads of State and Government would also
help to ease the crisis now undermining and jeop­
ardizing the moral standing of the OAU.

209. To talk about African problems is to talk about
Chad, MayoUe, the Horn of Africa and the serious
worldwide economic recession, of which Africa is one
of the main victims.

21(). Our delegation notes with some satisfaction
the beginning ofan internal improvement in Chad that
may lead to political stability and the strengthening
of national unity. It is appropriate now to appeal to
all men ofgoodwill to support the efforts of the Coun­
cil of State of the Republic of Chad, so that the work
of national reconciliation can be completed.

,211. With regard to the Comorian island of MayoUe,
my delegation invites both parties to conclude an agree­
ment that would allow the return of that island to the
motherland.

212. Another crisis is the deteriorating situation
in the Horn of Africa, the gravity of which my dele­
gation -has constantly pointed out. Our concern is
particularly great in the light of the increas!ngly
obvious intervention of foreign Powers in events
in. that part of our continent. We call upon the two
sister countries, Ethiopia and Somalia, which are
embroiled in that conflict to turn to the art of African
wisdom: constructive dialogue and mutual tolercince.

213. We must nurture peace where it reigns, restore
it where it has been breached, protect it where it is
threatened. Tension exists not only in Africa and the
Middle East, but also' in the Mediterranean basin,
in Cyprus, in the Gulf, in Korea, in Afghanistan
and in Kampuchea. Only yesterday, in the Falkland
Islands (Malvinas), such tension flared into open,
murderous war.

----~---~-_.--

214. In so far as the situation in Cyprus is con­
cerned, the Government of Guinea encourages
and supports all efforts at national reconciliation based
on dialogue between the Turkish and Greek communi­
ties and respect for territorial integrity and for the
unity of the Cypriot people.

215. With regard to the painful conflict between Iraq
and the Islamic Republic cf Iran, the Islamic Peace
Committee continues to do all it can. Despite the
exacerbation of hostilities in recent days it will con­
tinue its efforts to reach a cease-fire and promote
peaceful negotiations between the two Moslem sister
countries, which should by all rights be living in peace.

216. Peace remains fragile or threatened in many
parts of Asia. ?eace is endangered in Korea because
of the continued division of that country and foreign
interference in the domestic affairs of the Korean
people. That people-in the North as in the South­
seeks peace, independence and reunification of the
country, which should be one and indivisible. My dele­
gation reiterates its appeal to the international com­
munity to lend continuing and resolute support to all
efforts at a final peaceful settlement of the Korean
question. We endorse the idea of turning the Cl1rrent
armistice into a peace agreement and effecting the with­
drawal of the foreign troops stationed in South Korea,
under the aegis ofthe United Nations. The Government
of ' the Revolutionary People·s Republic of Guinea
approves the conclusions contained in the Lame Decla­
ration, adopted in June 1982 at the African inter­
governmental COl~ference in support of the reunifica­
tion of Korea.

217. In Afghanistan and Kampuchea, violation of
the fundamental principle of the Charter-non-inter­
ference in the domestf'"' affairs of States-which
implies the inadmissibility of recourse to force in
relations among nations, is today creating tension and
war. It is up to the people of Afghanistan alone to
determine freely its domestic and external policies,
without any pressure or interference.

218. With reference to Kampuchea, my delegation
considers that a splution to this problem will emerge
from the sincere adherence of all citizens of that
country, without exception, to a minimal programme.
In this connection, the legitimacy embodied by Prince
Sihanouk is one of the components that must be taken
into account.

219. Although the guns have been stilled in the Falk­
land Islands (Malvinas), there is reason to fear that
peace there remains fragile and at risk. Recent events
in the South Atlantic prompt us to support the idea
of negotiations between Argentina and the United
Kingdom, under United Natidns auspices, in search
of a peaceful solution to the question.

220. This rapid review of some of the problems
affecting peace and stability in the world should
serve to indicate that we are indeed living in anxious
and dangerous times, times when the spectre of the
apocalypse looming on the horizon troubles the peace
of cities.

221. At the twelfth special session of the General
Assembly President Ahmed Sekou Toure sS\id referring
to the arms race:
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implementation of the Plan of Action to Combat
Desertification in Africa, in accordance with General
Assembly resolution 34/185, the international com­
munity would be fulfilling its duty to act in soli­
darity-indeed, to take preventive action-within the
framework of international co-operation.
227. We shall continue to repeat that, in our legiti­
mate desire to perfect the Organization and to make
it possible for the majority of Member States to play a
full and responsible part in solving the serious prob­
lems that afflict the world, we consider it indispen­
sable to begin to reform the structures of the United
Nations and its operations. As we said two years
ago from this very rostrum, the vitality of any insti­
tution depends on its ability to adapt to the times and
to events. We still believe that ifwe wish to make inter­
national relations more dr.:mocratic-and indeed we
must do so-the democratization of the Organization
is essential. We therefor(~ reiterate our appeal that the
Charter be revised so as to ensure equitable represen­
tation of all the regions of the world within the discus­
sion and decision-making bodies. It would then be
possible to give the United Nations system the power
to intervene effectively in the settlement of conflicts
by peaceful means and to promote a policy ofbalanced
co-operation among nations on a footing of equality.
228. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Span­
ish): I shall now call on those representatives who wish
to speak in exercise of the right of reply.
229. Mr. MUNIZ (Argentina) (interpretation from
Spanish): At the 30th meeting, in exercising the right
of reply, the representative of the United Kingdom
accused the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Argentina
of having given a false account of the history of the
Malvinas Islands in the nineteenth century. Although
this is not the moment to refer to the historical
ba~kground, I should like to recall the following.
230. First, from the time it achieved independence
until 1833 Argentina exercised effective sovereignty
over the MaIvinas Islands. Even British sources do
not deny that the islands were occupied by force
on that date.
231. Secondly, no one can deny that when that
illegal occupation occurred the islands were inhabited
by Argentines and governed by an authority which
was dependent upon Buenos Aires.

232. Thirdly, those authorities and that original popu­
lation were expelled in their entirety by the forces of
occupation and replaced by Qfficials and employees
of the British Govemment and the British company
that still has a monopoly over the islands' economy.

233. It is an elementary juridical rule that no greater
right can be transmitted than one that is legitimately
possessed. Nor is it true that, as the British delegation
has claimed, the mere passage of time can change
that. We must take into consideration the fact that
in the case of the Malvinas Islands we are confronted
with a situation tn which there is no legitimate relation­
ship between th~ United Kingdom and the territory.

234. If we were to admit the reasoning of the British
delegation, the international community would be
obliged to accept also that the descendants ofthe Israeli
settlers illegally established in the Arab territories
occupied in 1967 could improve their juridical situa-

"Indeed, is there a decent person who is not
increasingly alarmed about the negative con­
sequences, already disastrous in many areas, of
this frantic race being carried out at the expense of
the lives ofall the peoples of the world? It is doubtful
that such a person exists, for if he did the internal
light that God has given us would already have
been extinguished. This is not a problem which
concerns the nuclear Powers alone; rather, it is a
whole set of conc.erns about which no statesman
of our era can be indifferent.

"What actually is threatening peace? It is the
practice of colonialism, racism and apartheid, hege­
monism; the downgrading of the fate of the so­
called materially deprived peoples, total scorn for
those peoples; the flouting of international laws
which guarantee the right of every people to peace,
security and progress."

222. I should not like to give the impression that
I have come to this rostrum to talk only about political
problems. The order designed, desired and maintained
by those customarily called the "great" of this world
persists and is being perpetuated. Because of that
iniquitous order, the rich keep getting richer, and the
poor keep getting poorer. The disappointment of dev­
eloping countries is justified in the light of the Decla­
ration on the Establishment of a New International
Economic Order [resolution 3201 (S-Vl)], acclaimed
here amid general enthusiasm-a new international
e:onomic order which shall correct inequalities and
redress existing injustices, and ensure steadily acceler­
ating economic and social development for present
and future generations.
223. We note with regret the lack of political will
on the part of the industrialized countries to begin
global negotiations. However, the many discussions
between North and South, the various consultations
held, and the adoption of Assembly resolution 34/138
had made it possible for the various parties to perceive
a glimmer of hope in so far as the fortunate outcome
of those meetings was concerned.
224. It now seems more indispensable than ever for
the developing countries to promote a sound and viable
co-operation among themselves. An open and frank
South-South dialogue would, we are convinced, make
it possible for the developing countries to reinforce
their unity of action and to reaffirm their common
determination to solve the many problems arising from
the requirements of integrated and endogenous de­
velopment.

225. The only possible way to ensure equality in
North-South co-operation is to establish fruitful rela­
tions of co-operation based on justice and the reci- .
procity of interests, with the United Nations as the
framework for negotiations.

226. Above and beyond economic difficulties, our
countries in some cases have to contend with natural
disasters, which remain the lot of the third world.
In this connection, my delegation believes that the
restoration of the Fouta-DjaIlon Massif in West Africa
would make it possible for that subregion of Africa
to play its part as a regulator and supplier of water
for West Africa and would also make it possible to
combat the problem of desertification and its many
disastrous consequences. By giving massive aid for the
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NOTES

The meetinR rose at 6.45 p.m.

I See Official Records of the Security Council. Thirty-fifth Year.
Supplement for April. May and June /980. document S/l3951.

1 Ibid.• Thirty-sixth Year. Supplement for July. August and Sep­
tember /98/. document S/14649.

3 See A/36/S86.
4 See Report of the United Nations Conference on the Least

Del'eloped Countries. Paris. 1-14 September 1981 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.82.1.8), part one, sect. A.

5 Adopted by the High-Level Conference on Economic Co­
operation among Developing Countries. See A/36/333 and Corr.l.

tion and perhaps in the future exercise the right of continuing tragic occupation of that country by over
self..detennination with regard to those territories. 100,000 Russian troops for the formal debate on this
235. If that absurd reasoning were to be applied to item by the General Assembly. .
the Malvinas Islands, the United Kingdom would be 239. In the meantime I wish to point out that the
permitted in the long term to legitimize its aggression sa.called Minister for Foreign Affairs speaks not for
against the territorial integrity of the Republic of the couragec....lS people of Afghanistan, not for the
Argentina. For this reason, it should be considered suffering 2.5 million refugees who have fled Russian
juridically and politically unacceptable by the United occupation and repression, and not even for the
Nations. general population of Kabul, the capital city.
236. The representative of the United Kingdom 240. His own words are the clearest demonstration
referred lastly to the recent events in the South Atlan- anyone could require that he speaks not as a master
tic. My comments in this regard will be brief. My in his own house but as one who represents a regime
delegation and the Assembly still hope that the United which remains in power only by force of massive
Kingdom will give a satisfactory reply to the questions Russian weaponry deployed since December 1979 in
that we asked it on 29 September last [10th meeting] that once proud and non-aligned action.
in our reply to the statement made by the British 241. Yet this monstrous travesty, this perversion of
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth all United Nations principles, this obscene caricature
Affairs. of democracy, this martyrdom of a noble people, this
237. In any case, it might give my British colleague ruthless and brutal crushing of freedom continues
a more accurate idea of the nature and scope of the despite three resolutions of the General Assembly
recent colonial aggression by the United Kingdom adopted by overwhelming and growing majorities
against Argentina if he read page 25 of The Observer which eaU for the withdrawal offoreign forces, restora-
Review of London of 10 October last, in which appear tion of Afghanistan's non-alignment, self-detennina-
letters from an officer of the British Navy who par- tion and return with honour of the refugees.
ticipated in the intervention force sent by the United 242. The delegation of the United States will have a
Kingdom to the South Atlantic. Lieutenant Tinker, great.deal more to say on this subject at the appropriate
to whom I am alluding, said, among other things: time.

UHere we are, in 1982, fighting a colonial war
on the other side of the world.

UEven if Great Britain reconquers the islands,
we shall still have to talk with the Argentines and
reach some kind of settlement."

Lieutenant Tinker added:
uIf Great Britain turns the islands into a fortress,

it will show the complete hypocrisy of the British
Government, which had intended to leave the
islanders completely defenceless and to take away
their British citizenship."

238. Mr. LODGE (United States of America): The
United States delegation takes strong exception to the
remarks made by the current representative of Afghan­
istan, but it will reserve specific comments on the




