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1. Mr. MARTYNENKO (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic) (interpretation from Russian): Mr. Presi-
dent, the delegation of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic warmly congratulates you on your unanimous
election to the presidency of the thirty-seventh ses-
sion of the General Assembly. Your outstanding
personal qualities and your diplomatic skill have won
you the deep respect of delegations. It is a particular
pleasure for us that the post of President of the Assem-
bly is occupied by a representative of the fraternal
Socialist Republic of Hungary. Our delegation would
like to assure you of its co-operation and wish you
success in the performance of your responsible and
difficuit task.

2. Whenever one comes to the rostium of the
General Assembly one is keenly aware of the high
responsibility entrusted by the peoples of the world to
the United Nations. Here at the United Nations we
find a reflection of the most urgent problems facing
mankind, which require collective solutions in the
interests of all countries and peoples.

3. No conflicts or contradictions among States, no
differences in sccial systems, ideologies or ways of
life can eclipse the common need: to preserve peace
and prevent a nuclear war. The speeches of the majority
of representatives have had as their theme a feeling
of alarm for the fate of the world, an awareness of
the fact that it is at a dangerous point and that
everything must be done to avert the nuclear threat
hanging over mankind.

4. Today, when the international situation has
seriously deteriorated—and for this the imperialist
forces are to blame—when those forces are pursuing
an unbridled arms race which threatens to lead to a
nuclear catastrophe, the words of the Charter, that
the United Nations is called upon *‘to save succeeding
generations from the scourge of war™’, are particularly
relevant.

5. The Ukrainian SSR, which played its part in the
creation of the United Nations, in defining its purnoses
and principles, is working as always for an effective
contribution by the United Nations to strengthening
international peace and security, overcoming crisis
situations and enhancing its role in the struggle to
rid mankind of the threat of war. We believe that
more active efforts by the United Nations aimed at
securing peace and developing co-operation among
States in accordance with the provisions of the Charter

are of particular importance today when the world
faces a situation in which its purposes and principles
are ignored and violated.

6. In this difficuit period of acute struggle between
two opposed orientations in world policy there is no
more important or more urgent task than that of
limiting the arms race and striving for disarmament.
The future of mankind depends upon the fulfilment
of that task. For those reasons the Ukrainian SSR,
together with all the socialist countries, supports
the idea of the adoption of immediate and realistic
measures to avert a nuclear war, to curb the arms
race and bring about disarmament, to eliminate the
hotbeds of international tension.

7. To preserve peace, to ensure the peaceful coexis-
tence of States with different social systems and to
solve all controversial issues by peaceful means—these
are the key goals of the Programme of Peace for the
1980s, adopted by the Twenty-sixth Congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. It is those
goals which have determined the general thrust of the
foreign policy initiatives of the Soviet Union. This
coincides with the vital interests of the majority of
the non-aligned countries and is in accordance with the
peace-loving aspirations of all peoples and with the
purposes and principles of the Charter.

8. Aggressive imperialist circles, however, par-
ticularly the United States of America, take a com-
pletely opposite position on questions of war and
peace. The United States and its closest allies of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization [NA7O]
have adopted a course of intensifying confrontation,
speeding up the arms race, undermining the existing
strategic stability in order to achieve military
superiority, interfering in the internal affairs of States
and encouraging aggression and the rule of inter-
national arbitrariness.

9. The United States has blocked the negotiations
on the general and complete prohibition of nuclear-
weapon tests, on the prohibition and destruction
of chemical weapons, on the limitaticn and subsequent
reduction of military activities in the Indian Gcean,
on the limitation of trade in and transfers of con-
ventional weapons and on anti-satellite systems. The
NATO countries are to blame for the slowing down
of the Vienna Talks on Mutual Reduction of Forces,
Armaments and Associated Measures in Central
Europe. United Nations decisions aimed at prohibiting
the manufacture of neutron weapons, the renunciation
of the development of new types and systems of
weapons of mass destruction and the holdmg of
talks on nuclear disarmament remain unimplemented.
Moreover, official represeniatives of the United
States Administration and certain leaders of NATO
countries have put forward justification for the idea
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of the first use of nuclear weapons and the constant
build-up of nuclear arsenals to those ends.

10. It is precisely that which is the true reason for
the deterioration of the situation in the world and the
intensified danger of war.

11. The world has witnessed material preparations
for war, the constant threat of the use of force, the
use of methods of power diplomacy and the indoc-
trination of the population with a spirit of militarism.
This is a coricrete manifestation of the reactionary
nature of contemporary imperialism. Adventurism in
international affairs which is inherent in imperialism is
fraught with particular danger today precisely because
the world has accumulated a vast potential of the
most deadly weapons, which are capable of destroying
life on earth.

12. In stressing the great seriousness of the time at
which the thirty-seventh session of the General
Assembly is being held, the delegation of the Ukrai-
nian SSR believes at the same time that the peoples
of the world are entirely capable of averting a thermo-
nuclear conflict. The Ukrainian SSR, like other
socialist countries, is convinced that in the present
conditions we must see:. zver more ac:ively ways and
means of normalizing the international situation, using
all available means which could serve to ease the
unfavourable political climate. We believe that in this
context the United Nations has a major role to play.
The United Nations must not allow one State or a
number of States to wipe out or throw overboard
all the benefits brought about in international rela-
tions in the 1970s and what has been achieved by
détente, and edge the world closer to the abyss of war.

13. What we need today is a genuine breakthrough
towards the curbing of the unbridled arms race and
promoting disarmament, and the immediate imple-
mentation of practical measures in that field. We do
not need words @ declarations of good intentions.
Only a constructive approach to the solution of the
most acute present-day problems can prevent mankind
from slipping towards the nuclear abyss.

14. Numerous concrete and realistic proposals on
halting the arms race and on disarmament measures
in various areas have been put forward by the socialist
countries, with the aim of achieving this goal. They
include the Declaration on the Prevention of Nuclear
Catastrophe, adopted by the General Assembly in
resolution 36/100, on the initiative of the Soviet Union,
which declares that the first to use nuclear weapons
will be committing the gravest crime against humanity
and calls for joint efforts, through negotiations con-
ducted in good faith and on the basis of equality, to
halt and reverse the nuclear arms race.

15. A concrete step of historic significance in this
direction was taken by the Soviet Union when it
unilaterally assumed the obligation not to be'the
first to use nuclear weapons. This gives a powerful
impetus to the radical easing of the threat of nuclear
war and the strengthening of confidence in inter-
national relations. But if this is to be achieved, all
nuclear-weapon States must follow the example of
the Soviet Union by assuming the obligation not to be
the first to use nuclear weapons. Then the threat of
nuclear annihilation would be banished from the
life of mankind, all aspects of international security

would acquire a completely new character and new
prospects would open up for accelerating progress in
resolving questions of limiting the arms race and bring-
ing about disarmament.

16. We also believe that at this session the General
Assembly could contribute significantly to the imple-
mentation of the Soviet proposal on the conclusion
of a world treaty on the non-use of force in inter-
national relations.! The preparation and conclusion of
such a treaty is of particular relevance today in the
context of the deterioration in the international
situation and when certain States are not only ever
more frequently threatening to use force but, in
violation of the Charter and United Nations deci-
sions, are actually using it in order to subject other
States and peoples to their domination. A treaty on
the non-use of force would be a reliable instrument
against the use of any weapons for purposes of aggres-
sion. The time is ripe for such a2 measure. We are
sincerely convinced that if the General Assembly
made the renunciation of the use or threat of force
with any type of weapons, nuclear or conventional,
into a law of international life, it would serve the
security interests not only of the nuciear-weapon
States but also of the non-nuclear-weapon States.

17. A solid basis for the cessation of the buildup
of the most dangerous means of warfar. was created
by the new proposals of the Soviet Union, put forward
at the second special session of the General Assembly
on disarmament,? relating to the elaboration and
stage-by-stage implementation of a programme of
nuclear disarmament, and the realistic proposals of
many other States to curb and halt the nuclear arms
race. It can be stated with some assurance that
svpport by the General Assembly for the practical
implementation of these measures for limiting arma-
ments and bringing about disarmament would con-
tribute to the strengthening of international peace and
security.

18. There is no doubt that a significant contribution
towards the achievement of this goal would be made
by concrete agreements in the current Soviet-American
negotiations in Geneva on the limitation and reduction
of strategic weapons and the limitation of nuclear
weapons in Europe.

19. A serious obstacle to the development of new
types and systems of nuclear weapons, as well as
to the emergence of new nuclear-weapon States,
would be created by the immediate cessation and
prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests by all States in
all environments. Twenty years have passed since
the conclusion of the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon
Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under
Water;*® but, because of the obstructionist position
of certain nuclear States, it has not been possible
to achieve the complete cessation of nuclear tests.
Furthermore, it is common knowledge that the
Pentagon is preparing new programmes for the qualita-
tive improvement of nuclear weapons and for the
development of even more dangerous types and
systems of such weapons. The United States has
broken off the trilateral talks on the total prohibition
of nuclear tests. In order to overcome this deadlock,
the Soviet Union has called for the preparation and
conclusion without delay of an internationhal treaty
on the complete and general prohibition of nuclear-
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weapon tests and has submitted basic provisions of
such a treaty for consideration at this session [see
A[37/243]. The Soviet proposal takes into account all
the positive achievements of the many years of dis-
cussion of the problem of the prohibition of nuclear-
weapon tests. It also reflects the ideas and views of
many States with regard, in particular, to questions of
verifying compliance with any .uture treaty. The
declaration by all nuclear-weapon States of a mora-
torium on all nuclear explosions, including explosions
for r = nceful purposes, would contribute to the creation
of more favourable conditions for the preparation
of such a treaty. Such a moratorium would be effective
pending the conclusion of the treaty itself.

20. The delegation of the Ukrainian SSR is convinced
that the speedy resolution of the question of the
immediate cessation and prohibition of nuclear-
weapon tests would contribute significantly towaias
curbing the nuclear arms race and in particular haiting
the qualitative improvement of nuclear weapons
and the creation of new types and systems of such
weapons, as well as towards strengthening the non-
proliferation régime of nuclear weapons. Agreement
on this very important issue—provided, of course,
that all nuclear-weapon States evinced the political
will and a constructive approach—would contribute
to lessening the threat of nuclear war.

21. The Soviet Union has propcsed that at this
session the Assembly consider another item, entitled
‘‘Intensification of efforts to remove the threat of
nuclear war and ensure the safe development of
nuclear energy”’ [see A/37/243]). The Ukrainian SSR
attaches great significance to this question. In our
Republic we are actively engaged in the rapid dev:ion-
ment of nuciear ¢nergy by building nuclear po-ior
stations which enable us to satisfy the ever-grov:ing
need for energy of industry, agriculture and scientific
research.

22. It goes without saying that the destruction of
peaceful nuclear facilities even using coriventional
weapons would be tantamount, as far as the con-
sequences were concerned, to an attack using nuclear
weapons, which the United Nations has already
described as the gravest crime against humanity.

23. Therefore, the need to ensure the safe develop-
ment of nuclear energy flows logically from the task
of preventing the unleashing of a nuclear war. In its
approach to this question the delegation of the
Ukrainian SSR proceeds from the belief that the safe
development of nuclear energy presupposes that both
nuclear-weapon and non-nuclear-weapon States, since
they have an interest in the development and compre-
hensive peaceful uses of nuclear energy, should
prevent acticns which might lead to the deliberate
destruction of peaceful nuclear facilities. Leonid
Brezhnev, in his message to the participants in
the twenty-sixth session of the General Conference
of IAEA, stressed the need to do everything possible
to ensure that nuclear energy—which is the greatest
achievement of the human intellect—serves only
the interests of peace and never becomes a means
of destroying life on earth.

24. Onc of the most pressing problems continues
to be that of the prohibition and elimination of

chemicai weapons. The draft basic principles of a
convention to that effect, which were put forward
by the Soviet Union during the second special session
on disarmament,* are designed to make it possible to
take a decisive step in that direction.

25. The refusal of the United States to take part in
the bilateral Soviet-American talks and its open policy
of expanding the production and stockpiling of new
types of chemica! weapons, including binary weapons,
as well as its policy of deploying them in some member
States of NATO, have dashed the hopes of the peo-
ples of the world for an early solution to this important
problem and increased the danger of chemical war-
fare. Furthermore, the refusal to negotiate and the
building-up of arsenals of chemical weapons have
been accompanied and covered up by false anti-
Soviet propaganda.

26. The draft basic provisions of a treaty put forward
by the Soviet Union take into account the views
of other States, including the question of verification,
and open up real prospects of reaching mutually
acceptable agreements. To that end, it is necessary
for the United States and its allies to show real willing-
ness and adopt a responsible approach to the matter.

27. The delegation of the Ukrainian SSR believes
that it is necessary to step up the negotiations on
the prohibition of chemical weapons within the Com-
mittee' on Disarmament and to resume the bilateral
talks on this question between the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and the United States of America.
In our view, the General Assembly could make a
contribution to the probibition and elimination of
chemical weaposs by caliing for a resumption of the
talks and the prssiiibition of the production and deploy-
ment of siew types of chemic¢al weapons, including
binary weagons, and of their deployment in the ter-
ritory of other States.

Mr. Fischer (4ustmia), Vice-President, took the
Chair.

28. The day before yesterday marked the twenty-
fifth anniversary of an outstanding event—the launch-
ing by the Soviet Union of the world’s first spaceship.
which ushered in the space era. The world is entitled
to take pride in the successes over the years in the
exploration and uses of outer space, whose vast
expanses should be used only as the arena of peace-
ful co-operation among States. In this connection
the military space programmes which are being worked
out and implemented by the United States must give
rise to serious concern. Such dangerous developments
call for the early conclusion of an international treaty
on the prohibition of the deployment of weapons of
any type in outer space, as proposed by the Soviet
Union.?

29. The limitation and reduction of conventional
arms and armed forces is another important-task.
As a first step towards this an agreement should be
reached not to increase armed forces or conventional
arms, thus creating the groundwork for talks on their
subsequent reduction.

30. The Ukrainian SSR was among the first to ratify
the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the
IJse of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May
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Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have
Indiscriminate Effects.5 We believe that an eariy entry
into force of this Convention would be conducive to
the colution of the broader and more important prob-
lems in the field of the limitation and reduction of
conventional weapons.

31. In view of the current international situation it is
crucial to take specific steps to strengthen inter-
national security, eliminate hotbeds of tension and
military conflicts, and halt acts of aggression in
various parts of the world.

32. In recent months the situation in the Middle
East has undergone a tragic and dangerous change.
A military conflagration has once again fiared up
which has consumed many thousands of human lives.
New setbacks have emerged to a just settlement of the
Middle East conflict. We have witnessed monstrous
and evil crimes, the responsibility for which rests as
an indelible stain on the hands of the ruling circles
in Israel, which unleashed a destructive war against
Lebanon. What has been done by the Israeli military
clique in that long-suffering country is nothing short of
genocide, a planned and deliberate extermination of the
Palestinian people. The tragedy of Beirut has brought
back to the memory of mankind the darkest scenes
from the past—the bloody crimes of the Nazis in the
Second World War. It ranks with such evil deeds of the
Fascists as the massacre of the people of Babi Yar,
Kiev, where in 1941 many tens of thousands of people
were murdered, mainly women, children and old men
and where, incidentally, side by side with Russians and
Ukrainians many innocent Jews were Killed.

33. Blinded by military intoxication the ruling circles
in Israel have trampled into the mud not only the time-
honoured international rules and concepts that
were reaffirmed in the Charter and the will of the
international community expressed in numerous
resolutions of the General Assembly and of the Secu-
rity Council, but also their own human image. Such
brutal behaviour by the aggressor would not have been
possible without the political protection and extensive
military and financial aid Israel has been receiving
from its influential American benefactors. Their
role in the Lebanese tragedy is one of infamy, for
without their support Israel would never have dared
perpetrate this aggression.

34. Israel’'s growing aggressiveness is a direct con-
sequence of the Camp David conspiracy and of the
so-called strategic consensus between Washington and
Tel Aviv. It is absolutely clear to us that United
States policy in the Middie East is further to escalate
tension there so as to expand and consolidate its
military presence, creating a spring-board for direct
intgeyference in the affairs of States of this and of
adjacent regions.

35. Today, more than ever, there is a need to move
in the most responsible manner towards a comprehen-
sive and just settlement in the Middle East. It is clear
that such a setilement cannot be achieved by means
of hostile confrontation and separate deals or af*:mpts
to remove the Palestinian problem by military or
other means contrary to the will of the Palestinian
people. The plan for a Middle East settlement
proposed by the President of the United States lacks
the main element—recognition of the inalienable right

of the Palestinian people to a State of their own.
Moreover, it openly proclaims that the United States is
opposed tc the creation of such a Siate.

36. A comprehensive political settlement of the
Middle East conflict should incluide withdrawal of
Israeli troops from all Arab territories occupied in
1967, the exercise of the legitimate rights of the Arab
people of Palestine, including their right to create
their own State, and creation of the conditions for the
secure and independent development of all States in
the Middle East. The modalities of a comprehensive,
really just and truly lasting settlement in the Middle
East are contained in a succinct form in a new major
initiative by the head of the Soviet State, Leonid
Ilyich Brezhnev, made public on 15 September.

37. 1t is our firm belief that a lasting peace in this
region can only be achieved through the collective
efforts of all the parties concerned, including the
Palestine Liberation Organization [PLO], the sole,
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. A
proposal by the Soviet Union and other socialist
countries to convene an international conference on
the subject is in keeping with this objective. We are
ready to co-operate along these lines with all those
who cherish the ideals of peace and security in the
Middle East and in the world at large.

38.. Developments in the world depend to a large
extent on the shape of relations among European
States belonging to different social systems. Through-
out the past decade the peoples of Europe have
really felt the advantages of the policy of détente,
which ha. had a favourable effect upon the political
climate and has promoted the development and
strengthening of mutually beneficial East-West
co-operation in all fields. During this period the Euro-
pean peoples have come to realize that the only
reasonable path is to continue détente and extend it to
the military field.

39. For the continent of Eurcpe to become a con-
tinent of peace and genuine co-operation many
artificial barriers put up lately must be removed
and, as a matter of priority, the level of military con-
frontation in this region must be lowered.

40. The delegation of the Ukrainian SSR would like
to reaffirm its position of principle in support of the
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity
of the Republic of Cyprus. Efforts to secure a success-
ful completion of the intercommunal talks held under
United Nations auspices must continue, as well as
with regard to the settlement of existing outstanding
issues in the spirit of understanding and good will.
Demilitarization of the island, previding for the with-
drawal of all foreign forces and the elimination of
all foreign military bases, is an important condition
for a credible settlement in Cyprus.

41. The implemeantation of a proposal by the Mon-
golian People’s Republic to conclude a convention
61 non-aggression and non-use of force in relations
among States of Asia and the Pacific® would make a
considerable contribution to improving the world
climate in general, easing tension and strengthening
security in Asia. A successful restructuring of rela-
tions ¥ this vast region, on the basis of the prin-
ciples of mutual respect for independence, sover-
eignty, the inviolability of borders, non-interference,
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the non-use or threat of force and the settlement of
disputes exclusively through peaceful means, would be
an historic breakthrough for future developments in
Asia. Mongolia’s initiative has the same thrust as
proposals to miake the Indian Ocean a zone of peace
and other constructive ideas of Asian States.

42. We reaffirm our pesition of principle on the
question of Korea, as well as our solidarity with the
struggle of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
for a peaceful, democratic reunification of its home-
iand, free from cutside interference, and for the with-
drawal of foreign troops from South Korea.

43. The delegation of the Ukrainian SSR considers a
complete cessation and the guaranteed non-resumption
of aggressive acts against Afghanistan, as well as of
other forms of interference in its internal affairs,
to be a major condition for normalizing the situation
in Asia. To discuss the so-called Afghan question
in the General Assembly and to ram through resolu-
tions devoid of political realism can only obstruct
efforts aimed at settling the situation around Afghani-
stan. Concrete and constructive proposals for such a
settlement have been put forward by the Democratic
Republic of Afghanistan.

44. The Ukrainian 3SR also supports the initiatives
undertaken by the States of Indo-China with a view
to strengthening peace in South-East Asia, con-
ducting a constructive dialogue and promoting co-oper-
ation with the States members of the Association
of South-East Asian Nations [ASEAN] and, in parti-
cular, the proposals contained in a joint communiqué
of 7 July issued by the Conference of Ministers for
Foreign Affairs of the Socialist Republic of Viet
Nam, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic and the
People’s Republic of Kampuchea [see A/37/334].
We are confident that to make South-East Asia a
zone of peace and stability is in the interests not
only of the peoples of this region but also of world
peace.

45. The aggressive policies of racist South Africa,
which enjoys the extensive support of the United
States and some other Western conntries, pose a very
grave threat to peace and internctional security.
South Africa’s subversion of and war actions against
independent African States, particularly against
Angola, in practice have not ceased. The Preteria
régime is flagrantly ignoring United Nations decisiors
on the granting of independence to Namiibia. The
inhuman system of apartheid is entrenched in South
Africa.

46. The Ukrainian SSR is resolutely in favour of
adopting mandatory sanctions against South Africa
under Chapter VII of the Charter in order to compel
the South African régime to put an end to the heinous
practice of apartheid, to halt its aggressive actions
against neighbouring front-line States and to grant
independence to Namibia.

47. One of the tasks facing the General Assembly at
the thirty-seventh session is promoting the solution of
international economic problems on an equitable and
democratic basis. This is an important and urgent
task because in that area we are witnessing many
phenomena which are seriously impeding the realiza-
tion of the progressive principles embodied in the
Declaration on the Establishment of a New Inter-

nationa! Economic Order [resolution 3201 (S-VI)]
and in the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of
States [resolution 3281 (XX1X)]. The imperialist forces
which in the past sabotaged the elaboration and
adoption of these fundamentzl instruments today bear
the principal responsibility for thé exacerbation of
tension in all areas, including commerce and eco-
nemics. Their policy continues to be the main obstacle
to progress in the normalization and demccratization of
international economic relations.

48. The Ukrainian SSR, together with other socialist
countries, supports and will consistently support a
policy of placing external economic links of States
at the service of peaceful construction, mutual advan-
tage and the strengthening of relaiions of friendship
and co-operation among peoples. We are also con-
vinced that the elimination of the threat of war, the
strengthening of peace and the cessation of the arms
race, being the tasks of primary importance that they
are, serve as a reliable guarantee for progress in the
field of social and economic development and in over-
coming the backwardness inherited from colonialisin.

49. The debate at this session testifies to the growing
awareness among Member States that today a parti-
cularly urgent task for the United Nations is to mobilize
common efforts in those fields which would most
effectively promote the strengthening of peace and be
better in keeping with the interests of all peoples.

50. It is quite clear that the attempts by imperialist
circles to involve the United Nations in psychological
warfare against countries of the socialist community
and a number of non-aligned States, to misuse 3t to
intervene in their internal affairs, run counter to these
efforts. Those aitempts and even appeals for a crusade
against the USSR and the socialist countries are
seriously hampering the development of international
co-operation. We have more than once heard all
sorts of threats and have been subjected to-sanctions
but the Soviet State has developed and will continue to
develop successfully. The Soviet Union confidently
approaches its sixtieth anniversary pursuing a peace-
ful foreign policy and seeking to achieve a higher
material and spiritual state of well-being for its working
people.

51. In December 1922, for the first time in the history
of mankind, a State came intc being where all rela-
tions were based on fraternity and mutual aid between
people of different national and racial origins. The
strength of the Soviet Uxnion has been tested in the
most severe trials, under conditions of foreign inter-
vention, political and economic blockade and atrocious
Fascist invasions. The humanitarian naturs of the
principles which underlie the Union is constantly
reaffirmed. The creation of the USSR strengthened
our national statehood and showed that only in con-
ditions of equality, freedom and mutual respect can
peoples fully realize their spiritual and creative
potential. The Ukrainian SSR therefore takes fride in
the fact that it was among the first to call for the
creation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
60 years ago. /ladimir V. Shcherbitsky, member of the
Politburo of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union, First Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the
Ukraine, stressed during the celebration of the one
thousand five hundredth  anmiversary of the city of
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Kiev: ““The peogies of our country have learned
from their own experience that being together within
one Union State muiliiplies their strength and speeds
up social, economic and cultural development. And
we shall tirelessly safeguard our sacred union and
strengthen it in eve'y way™’.

52. The multinational Sovict State which was born
60 vears ago stands today as a powerful force in the
struggle for the strengthening of friendship among all
the 'Feoples of the world and for lasting peace on
earth.

53. The Ukrainian SSR, together with other Siates
Members of the United Nations, is prepzred to con-
tinue consistently, persistently and -aselutely to
muuiply its efforts in the struggle for peace, social
progress, co-operation and understanding among
peoples.

54. Mr. AL-NUAIMI (Unitcd Arab Emirates)
(interpretation from Arabic): Allow me at the outset
to express on behalf of the delegation of the United
Arab Emirates ocur warmest congratulations to
Mr, Hollai on his election ‘0 the presidency of the
current session of the General Assembiy. I am ¢on-
fident that his long experienice in the fieid of inter-
national relations will be a pcsitive factor in directing
our deliberations and work towards the goais we
have gathered here to achieve. I should also like to
express our greatest appreciation for the tireless effosts
of his predecessor, Mr. Xittani, to reconcile various
points of view and to sea. ch for satisfactory solutions
to numerous problems brought before the Assembly
at the previous session and the speciai and emergency
sessions. I further wish to express my deep gratitude
to the Secretary-General for his continued efforts to
strengthen the foundations and principles on which
the United Nations was established. 1 appreciate his
sound analysis of the cobstacles facing the United
Nations, along with his serious attempt to strengthen
the ability of the Organization to perform its tasks as
well as to solve international problems.

55. The Secretary-General has pointed out in his
report on the work of the Organization the difficuities
that the United Nations is facing in playing its role
effectively and decisively, particularly with regard
to the maintenance of international peace and security,
since it represents an ideal forum in the conduct of
negotiations for peaceful settizment of international
disputes. In this connection, 1 fully agree with the
unequivocal reference in the report that ‘‘our most
urgent goal is to reconstruct the Charter concept
of collective action for peace and security so as to
render the United Nations more capable of carrying
out its primary function™ [see 4/37/], p. 2]. It is
incumbent upon all Governmerts to commit them-
selves to that sound approach, without which the
logic of force will prevail and States, especiaily
the smaller ones, will consequently be exposed to
many dargers that threaten their security, safety and
territorial integrity. This situation is not a myih; rather,
it is a fact and it is sharply and tragically represented
in the area of the Middle East, specifically ina Lebanon
in agony.

56. The events in Lebanon have underscored the
fact that the method of force and fait acconipli to
which Israel resorts cannot achieve security and

stability. The question of Palestine stands clearly
before the international community in spite of the
attempis by the Tel Aviv leaders to emasculate it
with their military machine. QObviously the Israeli
invasion of Lebanon and the continued fsracli occupa-
tion of Lebanese ierritory both reflect the quagmire
inte which Israel’s employment of its military might
to cover up its political failure and international
isolation have led it.

57. The United Arab Emirates, as a peace-loving
Arab State, expresses ‘ts revulsion at and strong
condemnation of the ugly massacre perpetrated
against the Pziestinians at the Sabra and Shatila
camps by the Zionist occupation forces. It appeals
to all Membzr States, and especially tc the great
Powers. to tzke sericus action io stop Israeli aggres-
sion ugainst the Lebanese and Palestinian pecpies and
to work for the immediate and amconditiona! with-
drawai of the Israeli forces of aggression from all
Lekanesc ierritory, in order (o preserve Labanor's
independence ¢nd territorial integri’v in accordance
with resolutions of the Secprity Council and of otuer
international bodies.

$38. In this ccnnection, ¥ caunat 1ail 0 stress the
respansibilily of the United States of America a5 a
sponsor of and partner in the conclusion of the agree-
ment thac led to the evacuation ¢f the Paicstinian
fightzrs from Bein:t and thor guaranteed the safety
of the Pzicstinians in tie refugee (amips az well as
the civiitan population of w2st Beirut. Any neghpence
on the part of the United Statc. of America would
constitute a violation of its politica., contractual and
moral obligations. W« ask the United States to do its
utmost, based on its oblications in this regard, to
prevent the recurrence of crimes such as those com-
mitted in Lebanon—crimes unprecedented in con-
tempoiary histo:yv—and 0 ac 1 sistently to force
Israel to withdraw unconditi,aally from Lebanese
territory.

59. The PLO emergence from an unequal war vic-
torious in its perseverance, flexibility and ability to
negotiate from a position of right and its respon-
siveness to international resolutions demonstrate
its desire to reach a just and peaceful solution—unlike
Israel, which has proved that it is an aggresive
entity that does not respect international resolutions,
norms or rules. The PLO emerged from the conflict
more determined than ever to restore the l.gitimate
rights of the Palestinian people, despite the Israeli
illusion that its war in Lebanon would destroy the
Palestinian people and hence the Palestinian cause.

60. The shameful Israeli policies and practices
reflected in its flagrant defiance of United Nations
resolutions and its use of armed violence to attain
illegal goals call for the reconsideration of its member-
ship in the United Nations. Israel has unequivocally
demonstrated, by the heinous massacre it committed
in Lebanon and by its continued inhuman and illegal
practices in the occupied Arab territoriez, that it is a
Member that is neither able nor willing to carry out
its elementary obligations of membership under the
Charter. Its membership in the United Mations and
all other international organizations should therefore
be reconsidered.
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61. President Reagan’s initiative for peace in the
Middle East represents progress in the American
position. however, we hope that this position can
evolve positively towards the recoznition of the rights
of the Palestinian people and their iegitimate represen-
tative, the PLO, so that the Palestinian people may
exercise their national rights to self-determination
and the establishment of an independent State. In
order to attain this objective, which is based on the
noble purposes and principles enshrined ini the Charter,
I urge the United States Government to reconsider its
military and political support of Israel. Recent events
have confirmed that such support is the backtone of
Israel’s arrogance, intransigence, continued aggression
zzainst the Arab pegpics—especially the Palestinian
and Lebanese peopies—and rejection of all peace
initiat’ves.

62. My delegation reaffirms ihat the just solution
of & > Middle East problem lies in solving the
Palestinian question on the basis of the tollowing
orincipizs; first, complete and unconditional Israeli
withdrawal from all the occimied Arab territories,
including Holy Jecrusalem; secondly, enabling tie
Palestinian peapde te =xercise their inalienable rights,
including their right o ieturn to their homeland, to
self-Getermination, ic nation.! inéependence and to full
sovereigniy trough the 2s.ablishment of an inde-
pendent State on their national soil and, thirdly,
participation on aa equal footing of the PLO, the sole
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people,
in any endeavours, efforts or conferences to settle
this question. The conclusions reached at the Twelfth
Arab Summit Conference underscore the principles
that determine the just and comprehensive framework
for the solution of the Palestinian question.

63. Israel’s rejection of the proposed options,
whether advanced by the Arabs or by others, is
nothing more than blackmail and an attempt to
influence the current trend of international thinking.
The comprehensive Arab peace plan, which is based
on internationai legitimacy, forces the world to face its
imperative responsibilities for attaining a just peace
in the region. The plan does not address itself to
any particular international party; rather, it addresses
all peace-loving parties by assigning a highly important
role to the Organization and to the members of the
Security Council in supervising the guarantees for
peace.

64. My country is concerned about the war beiween
Irag and the Islamic Republic of Iran that broke
out over two years ago and that is draining the human,
military and economic resources of both countries.
Moreover, that war threatens the security and stability
of the Gulf region, which is of world-wide strategic
and economic importance. The continuation of this
war does not serve the interest of either country
or of the international community. In this connection,
my country commends the concrete response of Iraq
with regard to ending the war in the interest of both
countries and of the region as well, and particularly
the withdrawal of its forces to the international
borders. That initiative won the appreciation of the
international community as a step towards rapidly
ending the conflict. We also commend the efforts
made by the Secretary-General of the United i{ations,
by the Organization of the Islamic Conference and by

the non-aligned movement, as well as all tiie other
international ex.orts made to restore peace and work
for conciliation between those two Moslem coun-
tries and to establish new foundations for relations
between them on the bzsis of peace, good-neighbour-
liness and mutual respect, which are conducive to
the welfare and safety of the region. We hope that
Iran will respond to these initiatives designed to end
the bloodshed and achicsve peace in the region.

65. In recent decades the Indian Ocean region has
been a centre of rivalry xmong the great Powers
bent on establishing spheres of influence; that is
due to its economic and strategic importance. As a
State which is adjacent to that ocean we are deeply
concsrned about the continued escalation of tension
in ths area. We support General Assembly resolution
2832 (XXVI), the Declaration of the Indian Orean as
a Zoie of Peace. In that regard, we caniot but
express our regret that the attitude of some States
has led tc the postponement of the international
conference which hkad been scheduled to be convened
in Sri Lanka in 1981 for the purpose of adopiing the
measures necessary for the implementaticn, parti-
cularly by the super-Powers, of that Declaratios: -

66. The continued presence of foreign forces in
Afghanistan, despite the numerous appeals made by
the United Nations and other organizations for the
immediate withdrawal of foreign forces, is preventing
the Afghan peopie from choosing its Government by
means of free elections: a choice whick ii must be
able to make without the least foreign interference.

67. That military presence jeopardizes the inde-
pendence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of that
country as a non-aligned State. The Government
of my country has repeatedly condemned the foreign
intervention in Afghanistan as a flagrant violation of
the Charter and as an act of aggression against human
rights and the freedom of peoples. We affirm that
there should be a comprehensive political solution
based on full respect for Afghanistan’s independence,
sovereignty, territorial integrity and nori-aligned status.

68. With regard to Cyprus, it seems to us that the
helding of negotiations between the two communities
constitutes one of the fundamental conditions for
reaching a just settlement of the crisis which that
State is experiencing. In this connection, the United
Nations should continue, through the Secretary-
General, its efforts to help the two c_.ar-unities
reach some understanding and to provide conditions
which would be conducive to the restoration of peace.

69. Since its inception, the United Nations has
worked to secure respect of the right of all peoples
to self-determination and independence in accordance
with their hopes, aspirations and interests. Although
most peoples of the world have gained their indepen-
dence, some Territories are still under . coionial
domination, notably in southiern Africa, where the
Government of South Africa persists in its racist
policy notwithstanding the international condemna-
tion of that policy as a crime against humanity. The
denial to the people of South Africa of the ability
to exercise their fundamental right of self-determina-
tion constitutes a wviolation of the most important
principles of the Charter and of United Nations resolu-
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tions, as well as a grave chaliengs to the international
community.

76. The continned economic, military and political
co-operation which that racialist régime receives
from certain States Members of the United Nations
is what encourages it in its intrarsigence. My Govern-
ment considers Security Council resolution 435 (1978)
to be the scundest framework for the resolution of the
question of Namibia. It reaffirms the basic respon-
sibility :towards that Territory which the United
Nations has held since the termination of the South
African Mandate in 1966. The Security Cecuncil
should impose sanctions on South Africa and adopt
the necessary measures envisaged in Chapter VII of
the Charter.

71. My delegation affirms its support for the legiti-
mate struggle waged by the South West Africa Peo-
ple’s Organization [SWAPO! for self-determination
and independence for the Namibian people. It strongly
condemns the repeated acts of aggression carried out
by South Africa against neighbouring States.

72. The deterioration of the climate of confidence
in international relations has led to the continuation
of the arms race, which constitutes a serious threat
to the whole human race. Despite the declaration
of the First Disarmament Decade [resolution 2602 E
(XX1V)], and the Programme of Action adopted by
the tenth special session of the General Assembly
[see resolution S-10/2], the first devoted to disarma-
ment, little progress has been made in this field because
of the absence of political will on the part of the big
Powers. The failure of the recent disarmament session
is clear evidence of that fact.

73. We believe thz*, while disarmament may be the
concera of all States, the responsibility for halting the
arms race falls primarily on the shoulders of the big
Powers, which are the ones producing nuclear and
other weapons of mass destruction. The declarations
by the United Nations of nuclear-frec zones represent
a significant contribution to the creation of a climate
of peace and security in the world. The possession of
nuclear weapons by States which do not respect the
norms of international behaviour and the provisions of
international conventions, and which violate the
United Nations resolutions, truly constitutes a serious
threat to international peace and security. General
anc¢ complete disarmament under international control
remains a prerequisite for a yeneral atmosphere of
confidence, for reducing the dangers of tension in the
world, and for the removal of the obstacles to
channelling huge material resources into economic
and sacial development, for the purpose ¢f attaining
prosperity and better living conditions for all mankind.

74. The results achieved at the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea during its last
session held in April at United Nations Headquarters
here in New York, namely, the approval by the over-
whelming majority of the States of the world of the
consolidated text of the Convention on the Law of
the Sea,” which sets forth a comprehensive legal
system for the peaceful exploitation of the seas for
various purposes, especially maritime and economic
ones—was the product of a comprehensive com-
promise which harmonized differing interests and
points of view in the light of the principle of the

*‘common heritage of mankind® adopted by the
United Nations many years ago. The success attained
may be attributed to the United Nations, which
endorsed the call to hold the Conference; to the
Secretary-General, who sponsored it throuzhout its
many sessions over several years; and to effective
participation in the Conference, particularly by the
Group of 77, which exerted commendable efforts in
favour of conciliation.

75. Noting with deep concern the extent of the
deterioration of the world economy, my country
considers that it is necessary to reconsider the existing
international economic order so as to make it more
just and equitable, in the interest of humanity. The
world economy is still confronted with problems
regarding economic growth, international trade, and
the continuing rise in the rates of inflation and
unemployment. Therefore, international co-oper-
aticn should be strengthened and arduous efforts
should be exerted to cope with this deteriorating
situation which threatens not only the developing
countries, but also the economies of the industrialized
States, since the world has become closely inter-
dependent in the various political, economic and social
fieids. The inter-related nature of the world's eco-
nomic problems calls for total rather than partial
solutions. The industrialized States should be aware of
this fact and should effectively contribute to reforming
the current world financial and economic order.
They should also favourably consider the proposals
made by the developing countries, which hope for a
further positive contribution to the development
of their economies, which suffer from continued
recession, stagnation and balance-of-payments defi-
cits. Co-operation among developing countries in
solving these problems should be considered as a
supplement rather than an alternative to co-operation
between the North and the South. It does not relieve
the industrialized States of their responsibilities
and duties towards the developing countries. Such
responsibilities require that the industrialized States
adjust the policies currently controlling commodity
and service markets, with a view to presenting
long-term solutions which give special attention
to strengthening food security.

76. As a third world country, the United Arab
Emirates requires various resources to develop its
economy and to provide for the welfare of its people,
yet it plays a concrete role in extending assistance to
other third world countries through the financial
mechanisms that it has established for that purpose.
Most notable among these mechanisms are the Abu
Dhabi Fund for Arab Economic Development, created
in 1971 to provide foreign assistance, in addition
to assistance for development from other sources,
such as the Special Fund of the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries, the Arab Fund for
Economic and Social Development, and the Arab Bank
for African Development.

77. My country fully recognizes that the hope of
solutions to the various international financial and eco-
nomic problems lies in the credibility of a construc-
tive North-South dialogue. The positive response
of the participants in the June Versaillec Economic
Summit to the proposals made by the Group of 77 is an
encouraging factor. We hope that the Versailles group
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will respond quickly to the proposals recently sub-
mitted by the Group of 77, which are considered a
great concession, made to facilitate the progress of
those negotiations. The present condition of the
world economy makes more necessary than ever
before the restructuring by the international com-
munity of the fundamental factors which control
economic and social progress throughout the world and
espera:ially the development of the States of the third
world.

78. Despite this gloomy international picture, I
stress my country’s full confidence in the ideals
and principles of the Charter as an ideal framework
for permanent consultation and dialogue to resolve
the problems of the world by peaceful means. In this
connection, I should like to urge the United Nations
to do its utmost to play the fundamental role assigned
to it by the Charter and to create conditions conducive
to peace, harmony, progress and prosperity for all
nations.

79. Mr. HOCANG BICH SON (Viet Nam) (inter-
pretation from French): On behalf of the delegation
of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, I should like
to extend to Mr. Hollai, of Hungary, warmest con-
gratulations on his election to the high office of Presi-
dent of the thirty-seventh session of the General
Assembly, and express my conviction that with his
eminent talents and wealth of experience he will,
together with other members of the General Com-
mittee, guide the work of the present session to fruitful
results.

80. We are living in a period of complex upheavals
and difficuit challenges. The creative labour and the
economic and other achievements of the world’s
peoples in the past 37 years are in danger of being
destroyed by the tension clouding the iniernational
situation. In the hope of extricating itself from the
prolonged economic recession and coping with the
growth of the forces of peace, democracy, national
independence and social progress, and in an attempt
to continue to impose its will on other peoples, during
the past three years the United States—in collusion
with other reactionary forces—has launched a global
counterattack ogainst the independence and sover-
eignty of peopies ard against world peace. It has
stepped up the arms race to an unprecedented level
in its quest for military supremacy. Billions of dollars
have been spent on the production of weapons of mass
destruction, including the neutron bomb. It has decided
to deploy medium-range missiles in Western Euiope,
shamelessly proclaimed the doctrine of a *‘limited
nuclear war’’, introduced the rapid deployment force
into the region of the Persian Gulf, reinforced its fleet
in the Caribbean Sea and built new military bases
in the Indian Ocean, with a view to preparing for
aggression and intervention in every continent, thus
creating new hotbeds of tension in various regions of
the globe.

81. This adventurist and bellicose policy constitutes
an extremely grave threat to international peace and
security, and runs counter to the aspirations of billions
of people throughout the world. The collusion between
the ring-leader of imperialism and international
reactionary forces is a cause of tension and could
lead to an explosive situation. More than ever before
the struggle for international peace and security is an

urgent and primary task for all peoples. With the
exception of the military-industrial complexes of the
imperialist Powers seeking excessive. profits from war
and the arms race, nobody today profits from war.
The profound aspirations to peace of billions of peo-
ple are what give the peace movement unprecedented
power, capable of staying the armoured hands of the
imperialist and reactionary forces. The united efforts
of and the co-ordinated struggle carried on by the
socialist countries, the non-aligned countries and the
forces of peace and democracy in the Western coun-
tries have a great opportunity of averting the danger of
a nuclear war and countering the warlike and aggres-
sive pohcy of the imperialists and international
reactionaries.

82. Having undergone 35 consecutive years of war
while the rest of the world was enjoying the longest
period of peace in the century, the Vietnamese people
are profoundly conscious of the significance of peace.
Together with all peace-loving forces on this planet,
our people have waged and are still waging an untiring
struggle for national independence, foiling one after
another all the schemes of imperialism and inter-
national reaction, aimed at turning South-East Asia
into the hotbed for a new world war. :

23. In the past several months alone, 15 million Viet-
namese have participated in demonstrations, briefings
and seminars and have signed petitions in response
to a nationwide campaign for peace and disarmament.
We unreservedly support the peace and disarmament
initiatives put forward by the socialist and non-aligned
countries. In particular, we highly appreciate the
unilateral commitment of the Soviet Union not to be
the first to use nuclear weapons, and sz in this a
gesture of historic importance. If, like the Soviet
Union, all nuclear Powers—and first of all the United
States of America—were to make similar commit-
ments, the possibility of renelling the danger of a
devastating nuclear war wou:d immediately become
a reality, even at a time when the major Powers have
not yet reached an agreement on disarmament. The
new proposals of the Soviet Union, announced by
Foreign Minister Gromyko to the General Assembly
at the 13th meeting, once again prove that the Soviet
Union spares no effort to prevent war and to defend
world peace. Likewise, we give our full support to
the proposal of the Soviet Union and the Secretary-
General for a conference of States Members of the
Security Council at the highest possible level to seek
a solution tc problems relating to international peace
and security.

84. As an Asian country bordering the Pacific Ocean
and the Indian Ocean, Vict Nam warmly welcomes
the initiatives of India and other non-aligned countries,
aimed at making the Indian Ocean a zone of peace.
Likewise, we firmly support the proposal of the
Mongolian People’s Republic on the signing of a
convention on non-aggressnon and non-use of force in
relations among countries in Asia and the Pacific.®
The implemerntation of these proposals would consti-
tute an effective contribution to international peace
and security.

85. Those who have a conscience cannot remain
indifferent to the abominable crimes perpetrated
by the Israeli aggressors against the innocent civilian
population of Lebanon and Palestine. The atrocious
massacres in Lebanon are reminiscent of the crimes
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committed by the Hitlerites during the Second World
War, by the American aggressors at My Lai during
the Viet Nam War and by the Pol Pot clique in Kam-
puchea. As long as murderers in the Middle East
of the Hitler and Pol Pot type remain unpunished,
slaughters such as those committed in Lebanon will
not be the last crimes against humanity. The Govern-
ment of the United States cannot clear itself of the
crimes of aggression and genocide of the Israeli
Zionists.

86. Together with all of progressive mankind, the
Vietnames: people indignantly condemn the Israeli
aggressors and those who have provided them with
billions of dollars, and weapons, and we demand due
punishment for those aggressors. Once again, we
reaffirm the resolute support of the people and the
Government of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam
for the just struggle of the PLO, the Syrian Arab
Republic, Lebanon and other Arab countries against
the Israeli aggressors and their protectors. Israel
must withdraw all its troops from all the Arab terri-
tories it has illegally occupied. A just solution for the
situation in the Middle East cannot be achieved unless
and until the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people,
whose sole authentic representative is the PLO, are
guaranteed, including the right to found their own
independent and sovereign State. Any separate
solution is aimed only at dividing the Arab coun-
tries and encouraging the aggressors, and is certainly
doomed to failure.

87. The present situation in southern Africais causing
us no less concern. Unless checked in time, the
crimes being committed in the Middle East may be
repeated in southern Africa, where the Pretoria racists
are pursuing a ferocious poiicy of apartheid, violently
opposing the struggle of the peoples of Namibia and
South Africa for national liberation, and launching
piratical attacks against Angola, Mozambique and the
other {ront-line States. The Vietramese people wishes
to express its profound sympathy and firm support
for the just-cause of the peoples of Namibia and South
Africa, under the leadership of SWAPO and the
African National Congress [ANC], respectively, as
well as that of the front-line States. We fully support
all measures taken by Angola to deliver a well-
deserved riposte to the aggressors.

88. We totally support the siruggle of the people
of Seychelles and of Madagascar against imperialist
subversion and intervention. We demand that the
United States return Diego Garcia to Mauritius.

89. The Vietnamese people resolutely stand by the
peoples of Cuba, Nicaragua and Grenada in their
current struggle against the threat of aggression and
in defence of the fruits of revolution. We fully sup-
port the peoples of El Salvador, Chile and other Latin
American peoples in their fight against their dictatorial
régimes. Our special sympathy goes to the Puerto
Rican people in their struggle for independence from
colonial domination. In their struggle to regain sover-
eignty over the Malvinas Islands, the people of Argen-
tina can rely on the solidarity of the Vietnamese
peopie.

90. The Government and people of Viet Nam
vehemently condemn the policies of the imperialist
countries which use political pressure and carry out

hostile acts to interfere in the internal affairs of the
Polish People’s Republic, with a view to wiping out
the socialist achievements of the Polish people.

91. We resolutely support the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan and the fraternal
Afghan people in their struggle against the imperialists’
and international reactionaries’ undeclared war, in
defence of their independence and sovereignty, and
to safeguard the fruits of the April revolution. We
unreservedly support the just struggle of the Korean
people for the reunification of their fatherland. The
persistent struggle waged by the people of Western
Sahara for their national independence as well as that
waged by the people of Cyprus for their territorial
integrity enjoys the constant and firm support of the
Vietnamese people.

92. Having suffered from the yoke of colonialism and
having had to wage a protracted struggle against
the aggressors, the Vietnamese people fully and
consistently support the struggle of the peoples in
Asia, Africa and Latin America for the elimination
of the last vestiges of colonialism, for the defence
of their national independence and for the building of
a new, just and equitable international economic
order.

93. We are of the view that at this juncture, when
the burdens of the economic crisis and of the arms
race-arg v/eighing so heavily on the developing coun-
tries ‘and when the United States is resorting to its
policy of embargo and economic sanctions to impose
its will on other peoples, the struggle of the peoples
of Asia, Africa and Latin America to build a .new
international economic order is of necessity linked
with the common struggle of the peoples of the world
for peace and disarmament and against the imperialist
policy of aggression and intervention. The experiences
of the past years have taught us that only by waging a
struggle on the economic, political and other fronts
can the peoples of the developing countries become
masters of their own political destiny and natural
resources and force concessions from imperialism.

94. The causes of world tension in the past three
years are precisely those that threaten peace and
stability in the South-East Asian region.

95. After failing in their attempts at collusion with
United States imperialism in holding back the com-
plete victory of the Vietnamese, Lao and Kampuchean
peoples in their wars of resistance for national salva-
tion, the reactionary elements in the Beijing ruling
circles have considered the emergence of a unified
Viet Nam as the biggest obstacle to their strategy of
expansionism in South-East Asia. Since 1975, China
has used the Pol Pot clique as its essential instrument
to weaken Viet: Nam and to carry out its policy of
expansionism. Since the. overthrow of the Pol Pot
clique and China’s defeat in February 1979 in its war
of aggression against Viet Nam, the new leaders of
the modern ‘‘Middle Empire’” have waged a war of
destruction in all fields against Viet Nam and the other
Indo-Chinese countries. At the same time, they have
kept on using the remnants of the Pol Pot troops
and have fabricated the so-calied Kampuchean prob-
lem in a bid to reinforce their collusion with the
United States and other reactionary forces against
the three Indo-Chinese peoples and to incite confron-
tation between the Indo-Chinese countries and those



20th meeting—6 October 1982 367

which are members of ASEAN, with a view to under-
mining peace and stability in South-East Asia so that
China may fish in the troubled waters.

96. In order to conceal its expansionist and hege-
monist schemes, China has fabricated the so-called
Vietnamese threat to the ASEAN countries, with a
view to inciting the latter to oppose Viet Nam and
sowing disorder in South-East Asia.

97. It is necessary to point out that this is not the
first time that the aggressors have used such a pretext
to justify their acts of aggression against Viet Nam.
As is widely known, in 1964 the United States con-
cocted the ‘‘Tonkin Gulf incident’’ as a pretext Jor
unleashing its air and naval war of destruction against
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. What the
Beijing expansionists are now doing is just a repetition
of the shameful acts commited in the past by the
colonialists and imperialists against Viet Nam.

98. At present, China requires the settlement of the
so-called Kampuchean problem as a pre-condition for
the normalization of relations between Viet Nam and
China and claims that it is the root cause of the Sino-
Viet Nam conflict. Yet it is only too evident that since
early 1978 China has used the question of the Hoa
people—Vietnamese of Chinese descent—to launch
a campaign of subversion against Viet Nam, as it did
against Indonesia in 1965 and to invade India in 1962.
They will certainly resort to similar pretexts when they
find it necessary to provoke conflicts with other coun-
tries in South-East Asia.

99. History has proved that policies based on fabrica-

tions are always doomed to failure. At present more

and more people have become aware of the fact that
the so-called Kampuchean problem is in essence
China’s opposition to Viet Nam and the other Indo-
Chinese countries, and not in the least a conflict
between the ASEAN and the Indo-Chinese countries.
The latest developments in South-East Asia have
further enlightened world public opinion about the
fact that the Beijing leaders are the only ones who
do not want peace or stability in that region. China
has time and again rejected all our proposals aimed at
easing tension on the Viet Nam-China border and at
resuming talks between the two countries to find a
peaceful solution to the disputes. Moreover, China
has sought all ways and means to sabotage the
dialogue beiween the Indo-Chinese and the ASEAN
countries to settle matters relating to peace and
stability in the region.

100. Despite the hostile policy being pursued at pres-
ent by the Chinese leaders against Viet Nam and the
other countries of Indo-China, the Vietnamese people
never look upon the Chinese people as their enemies.
Bearing in mind the age-old friendship between the two
peoples, we believe that the present abnormality in
the relations between Viet Nam and China is only a
temnorary phenomenon. It has been our consistent
policy, and still is, to persevere in peaceful negotia-
tions to settle all differences between the two coun-
tries. We stand ready to resume the Viet Nam-China
talks at any level, at any place and at the earliest pos-
sible time, with the aim of normalizing relations
between the two countries.

101. With the desire to promote reconciliation among

the countries in the South-East Asian region, the

Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, on behalf of the Indo-Chinese
countries, sent a letter dated 15 September 1982
[see A[37/334] to the ASEAN countries further
clarifying the proposals made by the Conference of
Foreign Ministers of the Lao People’s Republic,
Kampuchea and Viet Nam, held in July 1982 in Ho Chi
Minh City, on settling questicns relating to peace
and stability in South-East Asia. We regard these
proposals as matters to be negotiated between the two
groups of countries. We are ready to listen to other
views and to respond positively to the legitimate
concerns of the ASEAN countries. We hold that the
two sides should respect each other’s legitimate
interests, that they should respect the principles of
equality, mutual respect, non-imposition of one side’s
views upon the other and non-interference from out-
side. Only in those conditions can all issues con-
cerning South-East Asia be settled properly and peace
and stability in the region be guaranteed.

102. The situation in Kampuchea is developing
favourably. Under the leadership cf the Government
of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea, the Kam-
puchean people have over the past three years
overcome their most serious difficulties and hardships
and thus have continued the miraculous rebirth of
their nation after the nightmare caused by the Pol Pot
genocidal clique. World public opinion particularly
welcomes the policy of national unity and concord
of the Government of the People’s Republic. of Kam-
puchea as expounded in a recent statement by
Mr. Hun Sen, Vice-President of the Council of
Ministers and Minister for Foreign Affairs, concerning
those Kampucheans who are still in the ranks of the
Pol Pot clique or are collaborating directly orindirectly
with them. If they cease this collaboration and respect
the Constitution of the People’s Republic of Kam-
puchea, they will be entitled to enjoy all rights of
citizenship, including the right to stand for and vote in
Kampuchea's free elections, in the presence of foreign
cbservers. With its foreign policy of peace and non-
alignment, the People’s Republic of Kampuchea,
together with other countries in the Indo-Chinese
peninsula, is playing an increasingly active role as a
factor for peace and stability in South-East Asia.

103. We make this appeal to the international com-
munity: if for the time being it is unable actively to
assist the Kampuchean people in accelerating their
rebirth and to promote dialogue and reconciliation
between the Indo-Chinese and ASEAN countries, at
least refrain from doing anything that may poison the
atmosphere, which is improving in this region.

104. As a Member of the United Nations, the
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam hopes that the
Organization® will do its best fo perform the noble
tasks entrusted to it by the peoples of the world.
It is regrettable, however, that throughout the 37 years
of its existence, in spite of the goodwill and com-
rrendable efforts of many Member States, the United
Nations has not yet fulfilled the aspirations of mankind.
The great changes brought about by the peoples of
the world in that period of time in tneir struggle for
peace, democracy, national independence and social

. progress have all taken place outside the United

Nations.
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:105. In the course of the struggle of the Indo-
Chinese peoples and countries in the bloodiest war in
history, the United Nations did not recognize the
right of the Indo-Chinese people to be represented,
while the imperialist and reactionary forces hostile to
those three peoples had an important voice in this
Organization. Today, when the peonles of the world
greatly rejoice at the rebirth of the Kampuchean people
who survived the genocide, the criminals of the Pol
Pot genocidal clique and their accomplices in the
‘‘coalition government of Democratic Kampuchea™
have not yet been ousted from this body. However,
the rebirth of the Kampuchean people is absolutely
irreversible. All attempts to reimpose the genocidal
régime on Kampuchea will certainly fail.

106. Mankind now faces extremely severe trials.
World peace and international security are being threat-
ened by the frantic arms race and the policy of insti-
gating chaos in the world. In such a situation, the
peoples of the world are urging the United Nations to
discharge its responsibility to history. We believe
that in order to strengthen the role and effectiveness of
this Organization and to turn it into a real instrument
of peace and international co-operation it is essential
that Member States strictly respect the purposes
and principles of the Charter and refrain from turning
this Organization into an instrument for interfering
in the internal affairs of other States and infringing
the sovereignty of other peoples. The United Nations
can accomplish its historic mission only if it supports
the struggle of the peoples for justice and responds
to the ardent aspirations of billions of people on our
planet for the maintenance of world peace, the defence
of the national independence of peoples, the develop-
ment of international co-operation and the building
of a prosperous and happy life for all. The Socialist
Republic of Viet Nam will spare no effort to make its
contribution to that noble cause.

107. Mr. ASAMOAH (Ghana): It is with particuiar
pleasure that I join previous speakers in congratulating
Mr. Hollai most warmly, on behalf of the Government
of Ghana, on his election to the presidency of the
thirtv-seventh session of the General Assembly. His
election is a fitting tritute to his many fine qualities,
which allow him to bring to this difficult task wide
experience and wisdom, from which we shall no doubt
stand to gain. We therefore have every confidence that,
with the collective support of all delegations, he will
skilfully lead the session to a productive conclusion.
My delegation assures him of its full co-operation at
all times. I should like to take this opportunity to
pay a tribute to his predecessor, Mr. Kittani, and
express to him our deepest appreciation for his excel-
lent achievement in steering a difficult thirty-sixth
session to such a successful conclusion. I should also
like to place on record the profound appreciation of
my delegation for the competence invariably displayed
by the Secretary-General and his able and dedicated
staff in promoting the business of the Genersl
Assembly.

108. Since the thirty-sixth session, the international
political scene has continued to be worrying and efforts
to find durable solutions to many burning issuas have
only been met with frustration. The Palestinian
question, the war between Iraq and the Islamic
Republic of Iran, the escalating arms race, the prob-

lems of cclonialism and racism and the ever-widening
economic gap between the North and the South—all
have increased in complexity. As we meet at this thirty-
seventh session, our skills, inventiveness and good
faith will be fully taxed in our quest for a better world.

109. 1in drawing attention to the explosive situations
around the globe today, I should like to touch upon
the Middle East, because it is one single issue “vhich
has gravely disturbed international peace and security.
In the wake of some bold steps taken both within and
outside the United Nations system, one would have
thought that a significant improvement would by now
be discernible in the Middle East situation. Unfor-
tunately, that situation has been further complicated
by the recent tragic devastation of Lebanon. The
callous Israeli invasion has resulted in the loss of
thousands of lives; it has rendered hundreds of
thousands homeless and without shelter; it has ravaged
towns and villages, wantonly destroyed property and
demolished Palestinian refugee camps—and the entire
world has just looked on as though it was all to be
expected and all too normal.

110. It is inadmissible that after 35 years of hostility
and warfare no durable sclution has been found to the
Palestinian question, which is undeniably the crux
of the Middle East dilemma. The Palestinian people
liave suffered for far too long. The international
community and certain Governments in particular must
abandon their fear of embarking on new policies which
alone can ensure that the Palestinians have a home.
The least that can be done is to implement fully
relevant Security Council and General Assembly
resolutions dealiny with the fundamental and inalien-
able rights of the Palestinians as defined and elabo-
rated in General Assembly resolutions 3210 (XXIX)
and 3236 (XXIX). Those two resolutions were again
emphasized in Assembiy resolution ES-7/2. Ghana
very strongly urges a final solution of the question
in terms of these resclutions. We stand our ground
and reaffirm the principles underlying them, the most
important of which are: the right of the Palestinian
people to return to their homes and property in
Palestine from which they have been forcibly displaced
and uprooted; the right of the Palestinian people to
self-determination without external interference; the
right of the Palestinian people to establish their own
independent and sovereign State in Palestine; the right
to territorial integrity and national unity—which must
apply to all States in the areca; aad the ~ight of the
PLO, the representative of the Palestinian people, to
participate on ai equal footing in all efforts, deliber-
ations and conferences on the question of Palestine
and the situation in the Middle East within the frame-
work of the United Nations.

111. We cannot pretend that the legitimate aspira-
tions of the Palestinians will die with' the arrogarit
use of force. The yearning of a people for a home
can never die, as the Israelis must know. We call
upon Israel to withdraw from all Arab lands it has
occupied. Until Israel heeds the conscience of
mankind, it will continue to create conditions for its
isolation.

112.  Another source of grave concern is the ongoing
war between Iran and Iraq, two developing countries
which require all the human and material resources
with which they are so richly blessed to surmount
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the shackies of underdevelopment and help their less
fortunate brothers of the third world. There.is no point
in continuing this war, and we should like to counsel
our brothers in iran and Iraq to seek the road to peace.

113. My delegation is equaily concerned about the
unsettled regional conflicts in Cyprus, Afghanistan and
Kampuchea. The early solution of these conflicts
will help brighten the international horizon and replace
fear with confidence in the future, thus enhancing
the chances of our winning true peace for all mankind.
My delegation would like to support the call for the
withdrawal of all foreign troops from those crisis
areas and for respect for the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of all the States therein. The solution of
these conflicts will not be possible, however, except
within the context of a comprehensive settlement of
the conflicting interests of all the parties involved.

114. The United Nations has, overits 37-year history,
scored a number of successes in the areas of decoloni-
zation, development assistance and humanitarian
work. The record, however, is rather dismal in the
resolution of corflicts and the removal of the under-
lying factors that engender them. The irony of the
situation is that afl parties involved in the conflicts
are signatories to the Charter and all are thus legally
and morally enjoined to settle disputes by peaceful
means.

115. From the record of Ghana’s participation in the
deliberations of the Organization, there can be no
doubt that my country has supported the United
Nations initiatives for peace. My country has con-
sistently made troop contributions to Urited Nations
peace-keeping forces to serve as a buffer in the effort
to contain latent and potentially explosive disputes.
It is a difficult and sometimes dangerous task which
the United Nations has performed with courage and
dedication, if not successfully on all occasions. With
all its faults, peace-keeping continues to be a useful
and serious undertaking that all Member States should
support. It is therefore regrettable that countries which
are easily in a position to make contributions for
peace-keeping operations should be in defauit or refuse
outright to do so. We therefore appeal to all those
countries to honour their commitments in this regard
and make good their assessed contributions in the
greater interest of world peace and security.

116. My Government is also ready and willing to
support any move designed to review the powers of
the Secretary-General with a view to making him
better able to deal with conflict situations more
decisively. This review is necessary if the United
Nations is not to be further harmed bv the crisis in
confidence that now envelops it as a result of the
tendency of certam Member States to play down its
importance” in finding solutions to intermational
problems.

117. A matter of fundamental importance to world
peace is disarmament. The outcome of the recent
second special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament was most disappointing.
The primary responsibility for controlling the arms
race rests with the big Powers. It is intolerable that
they should continue to endanger the security of
all of us in pursuit of superiority.

118. It is known that the quality of life in the devel-
oping countries would take on a new meaning if a
portion of current expenditures on arms were to be
released for development assistance. However, not
only are we being denied that assistance; we stand in
danger of being annihilated as a result of policies we
have no part in shaping. It is a misfortune that no
change of heart is in sight.

119. Ts have the peace and security in which
harmony and human development can survive is the
fervent hope of mankind. The delegation of Ghana
associates itself with those delegations that have wel-
comed the proposals for a nuclear freeze and urges the
nuclear Powers to seize this opportunity and to take
those steps which must be taken in order to rid our-
selves and posterity of the danger of extinction.

120. It is not an accident of history that the odious
policy of apartheid is practised with impunity in
South Africa; it derived its inspiration from the
imperialism and the racism of the industrialized West
and it is supported by certain Governments and
transnational corporations, whatever they may say
to the contrary. The policy of apartheid has been
consciously and systematically nurtured into an insti-
tutionalized racial bigotry that maintains tha! the black
man is little more than an object of labour. He works
under unjust and discriminatory laws, suffers arbitrary
imprisonment and is denied his basic rights and privi-
leges as a citizen of his own country. The educational
structure for the black population is organized in such
a way as to provide separate and unequal levels of
education appropriate only to satisfy the labour
needs of the white society and of the transnational
corporations.

121. And if those conditions were not degrading
enough, the Soth African Government’s policy of
creating bantustiis or independent homelands has
been initiated in order to eliminate the inter-ethnic
cohesion that is necessary for collective action on the
part of the black majority in defence. of their liberty.

122. What is happening in South Africa should be
a matter of concern to the entire world. Those who
gloss over the transgressions of South Africa for
whatever reasons and those who pursue profits at the
expense of human dignity are as guilty as the bigots who
hold power in South Africa.

123. The South African Government’s pnovocatlve
aggression against Angola and Mozambique, its inter-
vention in Seychelles and in Lesotho and its threats
to other front-line States show how passivity on the
part of the international community can encourage
dangers to internaticnal peace and security. South
Africa has seen fit to refuse to comply with United
Nations resolutions and it continues its illegal occupa-
tion of Namibia. South Africa is a veritable inter-
national outlaw and it merits the imposition of punitive
measures from the Security Council now. The longer
we wait the greater the danger that with the develop-
ment of a nuclear capability in co-operation with
other racist-minded régimes it will be able to hold the
world to ransom.

124. There is no doubt that an oil embargo is not
only feasible but coiuld be effective. Virtually all
South Africa’s petroleum requirements must be
imported from abroad and refined cil is indispensable
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to South African transpoitation and industry, crucial
levers of its economic and military strength. An oil
embargo against South Africa would not have an
adverse impact on international oil companies. Thz
totai interest of the five oil companies that dominate
the South African oil industry represents only 1 percent
of their global transactions. Nor is there any major
oil-producing country whose livelihood depends on
oil exports to South Africa. The sanctions envisaged
can be enforced not by adopting the expensive
method of patrolling the South African coastline but
by having recourse tc the cheaper alternative of the
withdrawal of transport facilities for the shipment of
oil to South Africa. We do not endorse the cynical
argument that the black population stands to suffer
most if mandatory oil sanctions are imposed on South
Africa. 1 believe I echo the views of the black
majority in stating that their plight under the yoke of
apartheid with all its inhumanity and degradation will
come to a speedier end if sanctions are imposed on
South Africa.

125. We are following with interest and some disap-
pointment the efforts of the Western contact group to
resolve the Namibian problem. The linkage being made
between this problem and the withdrawal of Cuban
troops from Angola casts grave suspicions on the
sincerity of some of the parties involved. Meanwhile,
our whole-hearted support will continue to be given to
SWAPO for the successful liquidation of colonialism
and racism in Namibia.

126. When one looks at the present world economic
situation characterized, on the one hand, by record
levels of unemployment, recession, budget deficits,
high interest rates and other constraints in the de-
veloped world, and deteriorating terms of trade, record
budget deficits, huge debt burdens ar.d declining rates
of growth in the developing world on the other, it is
hard to avoid the conclusion that the crises in the
policital sphere have their parallel in the economic
realm as well and that one can hardly be considered
without the other.

127. In this generally dismal landscape the con-
spicuous pilight of the non-oil-producing African
countries, many of whom have long been among the
poorest of the poor, is nothing short of desperate.
I need not remind the Assembly that many African
countries have actually been experiencing negative
rates of growth at the very time when they are under-
going a population explosion. For them poverty has
become a way of life.

128. The fact that the whole world economy is in a
general state of disequilibrium and that even the most
efficient and frugal ccuntries are faced with serious
economic difficulties should, in our opinion, once more
underline the point many of the developing countries
have reiterated almost ad nauseam; that the economic

recovery of the developed countries of the North -

is inexorably linked to the economic prosperity and
progress of the developing countries of the South.
The whole world econcmy, in other words, is so
interlinked and interdependent that the prosperity and
well-being of each country is a necessary pre-condi-
tion for the prosperity of all. No one country or
group of countries can today pursue economic policies
of a narrow, self-centred nature without risking

economic disaster for itself in the long run. For that
reason policies of economic blockade outside the
framework of a United Nations sanctions policy are as
outdated and reactionary as the gunboat diplomacy of
times past.

129. The old order—which is now facing a grave
crisis——in which the developing countries supply
abundant raw materials at cheap prices determined by
the markets in the West and are then forced to buy
manufactured goods at expensive prices determined by
the same markets, must give way to a more equitable
system in which the benefits of economic activity
accrue to all who create the wealth of the world and
not only to a small minority of nations.

130. We reatfirm that the realignment of international
economic relations, as envisaged in the Declaration
and the Programme of Action on the Establishment of
a New International Economic Order, adopted by the
General Assembly in 1974 [resolutions 3201 (S-VI)
and 3202 (§-VI)], is a necessity if the world economy
is to overcome its present malaise.

131. It is in this context that my delegation deeply
regrets the failure of the strenuous efforts made to
arrive at a suitable basis for the launching cf global
negotiations on international economic co-operation
for development. We believe that the urgency of the
situation requires that this issue should occupy a
central position on the international community’s
agenda for the immediate future. Without the prospect
of general economic recovery there cannot be genuine
political stability and without political stability there
cannot be peace. As long as millions of people continue
to go to bed hungry, as long as thousands starve to
death while some nations can afford to spend over
$600 billion a year on refining the apparatus of
destruction, there will be o peace. The responsibility
for this will rest squarely with the industrialized
countries, particularly in the West.

132, Ghana stands ready to join in any meaningful
initiatives to resolve outstanding differences so that
the way may be cleared for a sericus attempt to
-2dress the economic imbalances and injustices of the
past and present.

133. While the North-South dialogue has made disap-
pointing progress, Ghana is pleased to note that the
devzloping countrics have made substantial efforts to
increase co-operation for development among them-
selves. We are particularly pleased that a significant
number of sectoral meetings have taken place this
year in connection with the implementation of the
Caracas Programme of Action® for economic co-
operation among developing countries, and we are
determined to give full support to every move in
the direction of collective self-reliance, not as a
substitute for glohal economic reform but as a com-
plementary effort. Ultimately, the third world must
look to itself to reverse the exploitative economic
reiationships fostered by colonialism and imperialism.
This calls for a far greater level of political con-
sciousness than the leadership of many a third world
country would allow or would be allowed by those who
stand to lose. It is found to be more convenient to
be content with a neo-colonial relationship that is
beneficial to the class to which the leadership belongs
but which is damaging in the long run to the interesis
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of the masses. The Government of Ghana does not
intend to be found wanting in the effort, co-operation
and sacrifice that are necessary for the salvation of
the underprivileged nations of the third world.

134. The adoption on 30 April 1982 of the Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea® by the Third United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea represents
a momentous event in the life of the Organization.
It demonstrates the capacity of the United Nations
to forge legally binding instruments for peace, security
and development. The Convention itself is a unique
blend of old and new concepts in international law:
the concept of freedom of the seas on the one hand
and the modern and novel concepts of exclusive
economic zones and the common heritage of mankind
on the otker.

135. The delegation of Ghana is firmly of the view
that the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea will provide, upon its entry into force, the only
form of legality in regard to the oceans which is known
to the world community. Any unilateral action intended
to preserve the privileges of the few in the exploitation
of the resources of the seas must be resisted by the
international community.

136. As we meet at the present session of the General
Assembly, it would be usefu! for us all to bear in mind
that we represent peoples of a world in which the
clear majority is yearning for peace, securiiy and
development; we must also remember that we play our
respective diplomatic roles in a world that has become
interdependent to a great degree. The situation calls
for abandoning selfish national interests and making a
moral commitinent to the betterment of the inter-
national community. The delzgation of Ghana hopes
that this session will help generate that moral com-
mitment.

137. Mr. VALENCIA-RODRIGUEZ (Ecuador)
(interpretation from Spanish): Sir, I would ask you
to transmit to Mr. Hollai, President of the General
Assembly, the greetings of my ccuntry, together with
our best wishes for complete success in the conduct
of the work of this session of the General Assembly,
a success assured by his prestige and experience in
the Organization. I also greet the Secretary-General,
who comes from our Latin American region, elected
last December to the elevated responsibility that the
international community has entrusted to him, for the
furtherance of peace and the strengthening of the
United Nations. I also wish to place on record our
profound gratitude to and praise for Mr. Kittani,
the esteemed President of the thirty-sixth session.
His efforts during the prolonged work of the thirty-
sixth session will always be recalled as an example of
selfless devotion to the cause of the United Nations.

138. World problemns have worsened considerably
in the midst of an atmosphere laden with growing
tension, constant collective insecurity, aggressions that
are neither punished nor stopped and an acute inter-
national economic crisis. The world panorama has
darkened over the past year as a result of the dangers
that confront peace, while the measures adopted by
the Organization to alleviate this state of tension and
insecurity have not brought about the expected results.
The realization of the noble purposes of the United
Nations bas, as at no time before, eluded the reach

of the peoples, who anxiously comtemplate the
permanent weakening of the resolutions of the
General Assembly and the non-implementation of
the decisions of the Security Council. Let us recall
that mankind put its trust and its hope in the United
Nations in order to ‘‘save succeeding generations
from the scourge of war’’. If the Organization shows
itself ineffectual in attaining that objective, the
perspectives will become increasingly distressing.

139. For that reasen, Ecuador urgently appeals
to the Governments of Member States, and prin-
cipally to the great Powers, to act in compliance with
their responsibilities and display the political will
needed to give substance to the measures adopted by
the Organization. That political will is an essential
requirement for the restoration of a climatz of inter-
national understanding and the removal of the dangers
that loom over the future of mankind.

140. To face up to those perspectives, Ecuador
comes to this new session to reaffirm its position of
adherence to the basic principles of its international
policy, outstanding among which are those relating
to the sovereign equality of States, non-intervention,
the rejection of the threat or use of force in international
relations, the non-recognition of territorial conquests
obtained by force, the peaceful settiement of disputes,
international co-operation, respect for human rights,
and the rejection of racial discrimination, apartheid,
colonialism and neo-celonialism.

i41. The joint declarations of the President of
Ecuador and the Presidents of Brazil, Venezuela and
Colombia on the occasion of the visits made in the
course of 1982 by the Ecuadorian President to those
brother countries, as weli as the declaration signed by
nine heads of State from Latin America and Spain on
the occasion of the recent transfer of power in Colom-
bia, reaffirm adherence to those principles and
indicate the guidelines of Ecuador’s international
policy.

142. In the firm belief that peace is possible only
through the observance of those fundamental prin-
ciples of the legal system of the United Nations,
Ecuador continues to call for the immediate withdrawal
of foreign forces from territories that do not belong
to them, in Afghanistan as well 2s in Lebanon and
all of the Middle East, and in Cyprus, Kampuchea,
Namibia or any other territory where forces of occupa-
tion are to be found.

143. Ecuador has condemned the aggression against
Lebanon as well as the execrable massacres of hun-
dreds of Palestinians that recently occurred in west
Beirut, and it has requested that an appropriate investi-
gation be made in order to determine responsibilities.
It has demanded the immediate withdrawal of the
invading forces as well as the cessation of hostilities
in order to put an end to the loss of human lives
and the destruction of that martyred country. The
Lebanese people must remain free from any foreign
interference so that they may decide their own destiny
in a sovereign and democratic manner and so that their
intrinsic and inalicnable right to live in peace is
respected. Similarly, Ecuador reiterates the basic need
to find a solution to the problem of the Palestinian
people, who have the right to establish themselves
in their own territory, a right to self-determination
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and a right to participate on an equal footing with the
other countries of the regicn in international negotia-
tions aimed at finding a just, definitive and compre-
hensive solution to this serious situation.

144, In this respect, Ecuador has considered with
interest the new proposals aimed at the full recognition
of the basic rights of the Palestinian people and
tlie need to give effect to United Nations decisions,
particularly those of the Security Council. In fact, and
in accordance with the latter, the search for practical
measures that would meet the just claims of the
Palestinians and reaffirm respect for the sovereignty,
political independence and territorial integrity of all
States in the region continues to be the urgent aim of
the international community in the Middle East.

145. Ecuador lives within a democratic system with
full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms
as laid down in its Conastitution and in relevant
interpational instruments. My couitry upholds the
need for universal respect for human rights without
the selectivity as to their violations that leads to
covering up in certain regions what is criticized in
others. It also maintains that it is proper for each
State member of the international community to
report of its own accord and in such internaticza!
forums as this on the observance of those rights
within their borders.

146. In this regard, the Constitutional President of
Ecuador, Mr. Osvaldo Hurtado, stated at the opening
of the session of the Ecuadorian Parliament this year
that

‘“... the Government has scrupulously respected
public freedoms in such a manner that it can
proudly report that in the course of the past year
no act tending to limit them has occurred. The
political parties, the trade unions, the chambers
of commerce and the information media have been
given the widest guarante-s for the exercise of their
activities."”’

147. The Charter of Conduct signed at Riobamba in
1980 by the Presidents of the countries of the Andean
Group, as well as Panama, Costa Rica and Spain®,
reaffirms the commitment by ‘which respect for human,
political, economic and social rights constitutes a
fundamenta! norm for the internal conduct of States,
and notes that joint action in the defence of such
rights does not violate the principle of non-interven-
tion. It also reiterates the need to promote the settle-
ment of disputes among the countries of the Andean
Group, or between them and third parties, by peaceful
means, and it provides for a subregional and regional
process which, inspired by the premises contained
in the 1974 Ayacucho Declaration,!® censtitutes an
effective contribwution to general and complete disarm-
ament and thus makes it possible to release resources
for economic and social development.

148. The multiple world problems and the disputes'

of every kind that exist in various regions, including
those of a territorial character, seriously affect world
peace and security and are consequently of interest
to the community of nations.

149. In the specific case of (hz American continent,
the territorial problems that s.ill exist in Central and
South America which, we could assert, involve almost

all States of the region, hamper the co-ordination of
an international policy that would make it possible to
attend to all existing problems and to obtain the
co-operation required to solve them.

150. There exists a serious territorial problem
between Ecuador and Peru, dating back to the time
when our peoples acceded to independent life. The
problem was aggravated when, by force and by the
occupation of Ecuadorian territory, the Protocol of
Rio de Janeiro!! was imposed on us, By virtue of which
Ecuador was deprived of the Amazonian territories
to which my country is entitled in accordance with
unimpeachzble legal titles.

151. Ecuadorhas always advocated and will not cease
to seek a peaceful and honourable solution of justice
and equity to that problem, one that recognizes its
Amazonian rights. That is why it renews from this
rostrum its invitation to Peru to lend its loyal and
effective participation to establishing as soon as
possible the climate indispensable for understanding
between the two countries and for the initiation, as
soon as such a design is consolidated, of negotiations
aimed at the earliest and definitive solution of the
dispute that separates them, without conditions that
might prejudge the results of the negotiations and
with the assistance of the countries that are most
closely linked tc the preservation of peace and the
search for harmony between the parties. This neces-
sary atmosphere for negotiation has been seriously
disturbed by the warlike events of January and Feb-
ruary 1981 and by other later incidents, but the full
re-establishment of such an atmosphere is hampered
above all by the acts of appropriation of the tecritories
under dispute that Peru has since that time been
intensifying and by which it is attempting to pass off
the territorial dispute it maintains with Ecuador as
having been resolved in favour of its own unilateral
pretensions.

i52. As a result, I reiterate the reservation that
Ecuador expressed before the Assembly at the
31st meeting of the thirty-sixth session with regard
to its rights of territorial sovereignty over the undefined
border zone extending to the east of the Condor
Range to the effect that whatever acts and works Peru
may have carried out, as well as those it is curently
undertaking and those it may undertake in future,
in no case will Ecuador agree to the siting of the
landmarks that Peru claims in that Range, which is not
mentioned as a border line in any instrument between
the two countries, not even in the so-called Rio Pro-
tocol that was imposed upon Ecuador in 1942 after the
armed invasion of 1941 and under conditions that
included the occupation of part of its territory.

153. As a country of the Amazon region, Ecuador
fulfils its role under the Treaty of Amazonian Co-oper-
ation among the eight countries whose territory makes
up the water basin of the great river that was discov-
ered by the expedition organized in the sixteenth
century from Guayaquii and Quito.

154. Because of its vocation for peace, Ecuador has
supported all disarmarnent resolutions at past sessions
of the General Assembly, in particular those resolu-
tions calling for nuclear disarmament and for the
prohibition of nuclear tests. We must reiterate our
total condemnation of the unbridled arms race—if
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only because of a basic instinct for the preservation
of human life on our planet, which belongs as much
to the non-nuclear as to the nuclear countries. We
have supported resolutions calling for the reallocaticn
of the astronomical sums spent for military purposes
worldwide to be used for the development of the poor
countries, a development which is essential for the
establishment of the new international economic
order. In that connection, we have enthusiastically
supported the inclusion in the agenda of the additional
item concerning the relationship between disarmament
and development.

155. On the other hand, we deplore the lack of
political will on the part of the great Powers, which
prevented the General Assemoly at the second special
session devoted to disarmament from even ratifying
the points agreed on during the first such special
session.

156. There are, of course, other important factors
that have to be taken into account in the maintenance
of peace and the promotion of the integral development
of nations, such as the elimination of economic
aggression and of ihe illegal exploitation of natural
resources belonging to other peoples, the changing of
unfair terms of trade, and the elimination of all kinds
of coercive measures.

157. The United Nations Conference on the Law of
the Sea highlighted the evolution of one aspect of
international law, which began 30 vears ago with
the Santiago Declaration, in which Ecuador, Chile
and Peru proclaimed sovereignty and jurisdiction over
the sea along their coasts to a distance of 200 miles.
That legal position has become universal. The new
law of the sea recognizes wide-ranging and specific
rights of sovereignty of the coas.al States over the
natural resources in the adjacent waters, on the sea-bed
and in the subsoil thereof in that 200-mile zone.
The recognition that the sea-bed beyond the limits of
national jurisdiction constitutes the common heritage
of mankind is also an irreversible victory. Much has
been gained. But further progress is necessary to
achieve definitive protection of all the rights of peo-
ples which, like that of Ecuador, have been exercising
their rights over their seas without violating any of the
norms of international law.

158. Similarly, in the face of the unacceptable claim
by the space Powers that it is the right of the first
occupant to place satellites in geostationary orbit,
Ecuador has maintained that the special rights of the
equatorial countries must be recognized for the benefit
of the developing world and in view of the determina-
tion to keep outer space an area of peace and co-oper-
ation for scientific and technical progress in the
service of all mankind, and especially the developing
countriecs, was reaffirmed in the Declaration of
Equatorial States, which met at Quito in April of
this year. Ecuador will continue to maintain that
position.

159. Disarmament is closely linked with the peaceful
settlement of international disputes, which is an
element essential to understanding among countries
and the strengthening of world peace and security.
In every forum of which it is a member—international,
regional and subregional-—Ecuador advocates peaceful
settlement. All disputes between States, both present

and future, must be settled solely by peaceful means,
without interference and without anything being
imposed from outside. We therefore maintain that the
United Nations must redouble its efforts in this regard.

160. Our country has accordingly supported the draft
Manila Declaration on the Peaceful Settlement of
International Disputes,'? designed to strengthen and
make more effective the system of the peaceful settle-
ment of disputes between States, in accordance with
an initiative, in which Ecuador took part from the
beginning, in the Special Committee on the Chartey
of the United Nations and on the Strengthening of
the Role of the Organization. We have also pointed
out the advisability of establishing a body empowered
to co-operate with the parties to a disputc in the search
for a peaceful settlement at the request of any of them,
so that full use may thus be made of the possibilities
afforded by the Charter for that purpose.

161. Among the increasingly important forums in
which Ecuador participates is the non-aligned move-
ment, which it joined over a year ago, although it had
endorsad the principles and policies of the movement
ever since the Belgrade meeting of 1961, because of
our wishes for the consolidation of peace and inter-
national co-operation, in accordance with Ecuador’s
foreign policy, which is independent, and free from
any influence, with respect for ideological pluralism,
and seeks to maintain friendly relations with all coun-
tries. For the sake of adequately co-ordinating the
foreign policies of countries with the greatest historical,
political and cultural affinities, the President of
Ecuador has proposed that the Foreign Ministers of
the Latin American countries join together in a com-
mittee on co-ordination, which would be an essential
step in strengthening Latin American unity and soli-
darity. At the subregional level, Ecuador is an active
participant in the integration process among the
Andean countries which are parties to the Cartagena
Agreement.

162. The International Development Strategy was
conceived in response to the new approach of a world
of co-operation, and to promote a new stage of global
economic growth which would benefit ail and which
would accentuate the activities and benefits of peace
in relation to the many development tasks which
involve the fulfilment of the world’s needs in the
fields of education, heaith, housing, productivity,
sources of energy, transport and communications.
Consequently, Ecuador trusts that, in the Assembly,
the political will which is indispensable for the pro-
gress of the global negotiations will be forthcoming
from the industrialized countries and that & system
of world economic relations will be arrived at reflecting
the principles of equity, sovereignty, equality, inter-
dependence and co-operation among States that are the
basis of the new international economic order. We
cannot watch with indifference the increasingly serious
broadening of the gaps that separate the p«:or coun-
tries from the rich countries, with respect to access
to the sources of capital and to markets, and to the
transfer of technology, while inflation and unemploy-
ment afflict the whole international community, the
harshest effects being felt by the weakest.

163. The Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of
States must be effectively implemented in order to
establish just and equitable bases for international
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economic relations. To that end it is also necessary
to revitalize the Economic and Social Council, a
principal organ of the United Nations, where the
crucial questions of our time should be debated. The
Council should contribute to consolidating and making
more coherent the whole system of specialized agen-
cies, development funds and operative programmes
created and consolidated over the past three decades.
It must also follow up the resolutions of the General
Assembly as well as those of the Council itself and of
its Commissions. This covers the major part of the
work of the United Nations, since 80 per cent of the
activities of the system are in the economic and
social fields.

164. In this respect, it is appropriate to mention
that the Committee on Information, created by the
Assembly, has succeeded in adopting by an admirable
and encouraging consensus 42 recommendations
[see A[37/21, para. 91], which we hope the General
Assembly will endorse. They include an appeal to the
powerful world communications media to back up the
efforts of the international community tc ensure global
development, and in particular the efforts of the
developing countries to achieve their own economic,
social and cultural development.

165. While the global negotiations are going on,
Member States will have to prepare plans and projects,
as well as train personnel, with the support of oper-
ational programmes such as UNDP, whose charac-
teristics of universality, formulation of programmes by
Governments and financing by voluntary contributions
as well as its 32 years’ experience all combine to make
it the ideal instrument to meet the real needs of world
development. That is why its activities must be trebled,
which is possible if the major countries respond to the
General Assembly’s appeals to increase their con-
tributions by 14 per cent. Ecuador, for its part,
has done so. The developing countries have made a
significant increase in their contributions, and there
is growing South-South co-~peration in the economic
and technical fields. The world multilateral system of
technical co-operation and pre-investment is the most
commendable, bYecause of its political independence,
its objectivity, its flexibility and its experiznce. We
reject any attempt to orient it towards the governing
of the programmes of some States by others, which
would be intolerable.

Mr. Treiki (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya), Vice-Presi-
dent, took the Chair.

166. Together with technical co-operation and pre-
investrnent, which link the transfer of technology
with economic developmen:, from investment to
productivity, trade must te an instrument of justice
between countries, through agreement on equitable
prices and the elimination of discriminatory barriers.
It is also necessary to stress the multilateral process
of trading, because this contributes to the preserva-
tion of the independence of peoples and prevents
the anachronistic exploitation and dependence which
often accompany bilateral aid. All this must continue
to be considered in international forums, so that
exports from developing countries may earn a fair
remuneration and maintain sources of employment for
the inhabitants of those countries. It is to be hoped that
the forthcoming session of UNCTAD will result in
new approaches, understandings and decisions which

- diplomatic means.

will ensure the dynamics of development for the
countries of the third world.

167. Although Ecuador is not a contracting party to
GATT, it has always been interested in its activities,
since GATT’s main objective is the reduction of
barriers to international trade and the preparation of
rules which will enable it to be regulated according
to equitable and just terms. However, GATT has not
yet succeeded in solving thc problems which affect
the trade of the developing countries, such as quantita-
tive restrictions and the increased protectionist
measures which are applied to the products of which
the developing countries are major exporters.

168. We have expressed our concern about the
suggested ways of differentiating between developing
countries in granting preferential treatment, since the
concept of graduation, which the countries granting
the preferences seek to introduce, is incompatible
with the basic norms of the generalized system of
preferences. Ecuador has spoken of the advisability of
examining a system of safeguards under conditions
and on the basis of criteria that are mutually agreed
and are supplemented by a multilateral mechanism
of control and monitoring. The forthcoming GATT
ministerial meeting will be an opportunity to reach
concrete agreements which may allow GATT to
achieve its essential objective of the attainment of
shared benefits.

169. A regrettable, anachronistic colonial case
arose this year in the Soutk Atlantic—that of the
Malvinas Islands, where an extra-continental Power
mounted a disproportionate punitive expedition, with
the support of other great Powers, to deny the Argen-
tine Republic’s right of sovereignty. Ecuador, which
maintained its anti-colonialist position before, during
and after that warlike episode, has rejected the use
of force and has recalled that the principle of uti possi-
detis juris of 1810 is the basis. of the territorial reality
of the American countries which gained independence
from the Spanish Crown. Ecuador has reaffirmed its
adherence to the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
adopted as Gereral Assembly resolution 1514 (XV),
paragraph 6 of which clearly states:

““‘Any attempt aimed at the partial or total dis-
ruption of the national unity and the territorial
integrity of a country is incompatible with the pur-
poses and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations.”’

It 'should not be forgotten that the islands are located
on the continental shelf of Argentina and within the
security zone established by the Inter-American Treaty
of Reciprocal Assistance.!3

170. There is a dispute, and it must be solved by
In this connection, Ecuador
supported the request for the inclusion of the question
of the Malvinas as an additional item in the agenda of
the present session [see A/37/193] submitted by
20 Foreign Ministers of Latin American countries
and Haiti so that negotiations between the Argentine
Republic and the United Kingdom may be carried out
within the framework of the United Nations and as
soon as possible.
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171. That historic Treaty strengthens the vigorous
unity of the Latin American peoples, founding mem-
bers of the United Nations and heirs to an ancient
juridical tradition which has strengthened interna-
tional law and contributed significantly to the forma-
tion of the United Nations and of various regional
organizations, as they themselves have acknowledged.

172. Because our country owes to the Liberator,
Simén Bolivar, the culmination of its political inde-
pendence and the defence of its territorial integrity,
the President of Ecuador has proclaimed as the ‘“Year
of the Bicentenary of the Liberator’’ the period from
24 July 1982 to 24 July 1983, at which time the
bicentenary of this gireat world figure of freedom
and international understanding will be celebrated.
Ecuador, together with the other Bolivarian countries,
that is, the Andean Group and Panama, will co-eper-
ate fully in the well-deserved tribute to be paid within
the United Nations to the universal thinking of Bolivar.

173. When in 1822 Bolivar, as President of Coiombia,
proposed to the Governments of Buenos Aires, Chile,
Mexicc and Peru that they should constitute an
assembly of confederated countries, he envisionec
that this would lay the legal foundatic:*. between
the American Republics and would come to serve as a
‘‘counsel in common dangers, a faithful interpreter of
public treaties whenever difficulties arise and, finally,
as a cenciliator of our diiTerences’’.

174. These are additional reasons, revitalized
through the San Francisco Charter, upon which
Ecuador relies to reiterate its full trust in the United
Nations and to urge it once again to intensify its
efforts to attain the purposes and objectives of the
greatest legal instrument of our time.

175. Mr. MADI SOILIHI (Comoros) (interpretation
from French): Before beginning my statement, I shouild
like to express on behalf of my delegation our most
sincere congratulations to Mr. Hollai on the occasion
of his well-deserved election to the presidency of the
thirty-seventh session of the General Assembly. His
qualities as a skilled diplomat, together with his long
experience in the Organization, as well as tk:2 high
posts that he has held in his country, all coastitute
a guarantee that our work will progress well and our
debates serenely, at a time when the Organization is
called upon to deal with an endlessly growing number
of complex problems of international scope. We there-
fore wish him every success in the exercise of his
difficult responsibilities.

176. Please allow me also to pay a heartfelt tribute to
his predecessor, Mr. Kittani, for the competence and
dedication with which he exercised the presxdency
of the last session. We also express our appreciation
to the Secretary-General for his tireless efforts
in the service of world peace sin~e he was elected
almost a year ago.

177. As we meet once again in the Assembly to
assess, as is traditiozal, the work done by the United
Nations since our last regular session and to review
the international situation, we must observe that, in
spite of our legitimate aspirations for a better world,
the balance sheet is once again negative. How else
could we describe it when a large number of coun-
tries, especially the weakest among them, live in the
daily anguish of inexorably mounting dangers?

178. Infact, the noble and sacred principles inscribed
in the Charter of the United Nations are trampled
underfoot and sometimes wilfully violated. Inter-
national relations, both political and economic, are
deteriorating at a rapid pace and are taking an
increasingly disquieting turn. Here and there, might
prevails over right and the fait accompli replaces
dialogue and agreement.

179. That being the situation, we believe that efforts
must be made more than ever before in order to seek
ways and means of overcoming the problems and in
order to safeguard the future of mankind. Hence the
primary and decisive role that the Organization must
play in this troubled world. It is therefore time that
the purpose for which it was created, that is, the
safeguarding and maintenance of peace, be at last
respected. The time has come to restore its credibility,
as millions of people place their hopes in it. For many
of tl 2m it is sometimes their only resort.

180. The many dangers that I have just mentioned
find tragic illustration in the grave events that occurred
in Lebanon a few days ago. An appalled and angry
world learned through the television screen of the
abominable crime, the gratuitous massacre of hundreds
of children, women and elderly persoas in the Palesti-
nian refugee camps of Sabra and Shatila in ‘Beirut.
That odious crime is horrible beyead all imagination
and recalls a bloody page in the recent history of the
world which we believed to be a thing of the past. It is
all the more unpardonable and unjistifiable as it was
committed against innocent, defenceless victims.

181. In my countrv, the Islamic Federa’ Republic
of the Comoros, the m~ssacres of Sabra and Shatila
were felt with great scirow by the entire population.
A day of national rmourning and of prayer in memory
of the martyrs unjustly assassinated was decreed by
the President of the Republic, Mr. Ahmed Abdallah
Abderemane who, at the same time, forcefully con-
demned those who perpetrated and facilitated that
dastardly deed.

182. On many occasions in the Assembly my country
has expressed its views on the problem of the Middle
East. There can be no doubt, as we see it, that it is
Israel’s intransigence, together with its annexationist
and expansionist designs, which make it imposgible to
find a lasting solution to this problem, nor can there
be any doubt that it is the vast financial and military
means made available to Israel that make it possible
for the Zionist entity to continue arrogantly to defy
the many decisions and resolutlons adopted by the
Organization.

183. Mankind cannot remain indifferent to the
genocide in west Beirut; otherwise it will lose -its
very dignity. The guilty and their accomplices must
be found and punished. In our view one thing is clear,
and that is the direct responsibility of Israel in this
mass assassination. It is time for the international
community at last to react firmly in the face of the
policy of extermination of the Israeli Government.
That Government must withdraw its troops, not only
from Beirut, but from all of Lebanon and comply with
the relevant resolutions of the Organization, especially
those of the Security Council.

184. We welcome the results of the Twelfth Arab
Summit Conference at Fez, devoted to the problems
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of the Middle East. We feel that the decisions that
were adopted during that Conference constitute
clear progress in the search for a just and lasting
solution to the problem that is tearing that region
apart. We strongly condemn Israel’s attitude, aimed
at systematically rejecting the peace plan.

185. It was more than a generation ago now that
the Palestinian people was driven out of its country,
forced into exile, robbed of its lands and compelled
to wander from one refugee camp to another. Israel
can no longer continue to ignore the Palestinian fact,
the right of that people to self-determination, and to
fstgblish a free and independent State on its own
and.

186. 1 should like here to express our admiration
and respect for the head of the PLO, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, for his exemplary courage and, indeed, the
heroism that he demonstrated during the siege of
west Beirut by Israeli forces. I also take this oppor-
tunity to reaffirm once again the unassailable and
constant support of the Comorian people and its
Government for the just struggle of the Palestinian
people and its sole legitimate representative, the PLO.

187. It is on the basis of that same sacred principle
of the right of peoples to self-determination and free-
dom that my country once again issues a pressing
appeal for the foreign troops to withdraw from Afgha-
nistan, making it possible for the people of that country
freely to choosé the political system it considers
best for its future. It has been three years now since
a foreign army occupied that country, which was
formerly non-aligned, compelling a large part of the
population to choose the course of exile.

188. My country has witnessed with profound sad-
riess the continuaticn of the war between Iraq and
the Islamic Republic of Iran, two non-aligned Moslem
States. In spite of the mediation efforts undertaken
by the QOrganization of the Islamic Conference and
the non-aligned movement, that absurd and fratricidal
war contindges to exact thousands of victims on both
sides, not to mention the sizeable material damage it
causes. We therefore once again solemnly appeal to
the two belligerents to cease their hostilities imme-
diately so that hatred and intransigence can yield to
wisdom and conciliation. In fact, that conflict not
only constitutes a threat to peace in that region, but
bears the insidious seed of overall conflagration,
given the highly strategic nature of the region.

189. The problem of Cyprus is still on the agenda of
the Assembly. We are pleased, however, at the
progress, limited but real, that has been achieved this
year in the framework of the intercommunal talks in
the quest for a just and lasting solution that would
preserve the peace, unity and sovereignty of Cyprus.
We encourage the two Governments, Greek and

Turkish, to contirue their negotiations so ithat a prompt .,

and satisfactory solution can be found, one likely to
safeguard the interests of all those affected by the
problem. In this respect, we wish to pay a tribute to
the Secretary-General for the cfforts that he has
constantly made to find a solution to that problem.

190. In respect of Kampuchea, we cannot fail to
express our deep disappointment at the fact that the
decisions of the General Assembly demanding the
immediate unconditional withdrawal of foreign troops

from that country have been ignored. The people of
Kampuchea, just like all cther peoples in the world,
have a right to peace and freedom and it is time for
their martyrdom to end. The direct action of a
neighbouring Power which keeps many divisions of
its army in Kampuchea endangers not only the peace
of the region by creating an atmosphere of constant
destabilization but also constitutes a grave threat to
international peace and security.

19i. The situation in the Korean peninsula remains
deadlocked. Nevertheless, we do take note of the
statement by the leaders of the two States indicating
that they wish to arrive at a peaceful solution making
it possible for their divided homeland to be reunified.
We must encourage and support those good intentions,
because a united Korea is a guarantee of peace and
stability in that part of the world.

192. The question of Namibia continues to be of the
greatest concern to my Government. All Africa places
its hopes in the Organization, but the United Nations
will lose credibility if it is uzable to guarantee to the
peoples of Namibia and South Africa the freedom
and justice to which they naturally aspire. There can
be no doubt that it is thanks to the assistance of
certain industrialized Powers that South Africa is able
constantly to defy United Nations decisions and to
continue to exploit through the odious system of
apartheid millions of Africans in their own land and
illegally to occupy Namibia.

193. It is only through the prompt impiementation
of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) that it will be
possible to achieve the peaceful decolonization of
Namibia by prohibiting any attempt to amend that
resolution or blur its details, because this would just
be playing the game of the South African racists.

194. The efforts made thus far by the contact group
to induce Pretoria to comply with resolution 435 (1978)
have met with the delaying tactics of the Pretoria
régime, which ceaselessly resorts to subterfuge, going
so far as to interfere in the internal affairs of neigh-
bouring countries in order to impose its illegal policy
in Namibia. Today, the South African army is in
constant violation of the southern territory of Angola,
killing hundreds of innocent men, women and children
by indiscriminate bombings.

195. Regarding its evacuation of Namibia, Pretoria
seeks to impose unacceptable conditions on a sover-
eign country, Angola. All these measures and these
delays are aimed at gaining time to make it possible
for Pretoria to train and place its puppets at the head
of the forthcoming independent Namibian Govern-
ment. It is now up to the interrational community,
to the Organization, to take enforcement measures to
compel the Pretoria leaders to respect United Nations
decisions.

196. 1 take this opportunity to reaffirm the total
solidarity and unfailing support, both moral and
material, of my Government for SWAPO, the genuine
representative of the Namibian people in its just strug-
gle for the liberation of its country. I should also
like to express here the unshakeable determination
of my country to lend support to the national liberdtion
movements of southern Africa.
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197. As regards Western Sahara, my country
endorses the resolution adopted at th~ eighteenth
session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Govern-
ment of the Organization of African Unity [0AU], held
at Nairobi, in June 1981, and remains convinced that
a satisfactory solution to this serious problem, which
could threaten our pan-African organization with
collapse, is to be found through the full application
of the resolution relating to the organization of a
referendum on self-determination for the people of that
country. We hope once again that African wisdom will
manage to avoid a prolongation of a dispute, which
has incalculable consequences. As far as we are con-
cerned, we are ready to support any initiative aimed
at safeguarding our organization, a symbol of the
strength and unity of our African continent.

198. Another no less pressing problem threatening us
directly is of concern not just io my country but also
to many others in the same region, since it relates
to the further strengthening of the foreign military
presence in the Indian Ocean. The root of this mili-
tarization of an erstwhile peaceful zone is the rivalry
between the major Powers, who are involved in an
darms race as franiic as it is absurd. This state of
affairs is giving rise to an explosive situation of con-
cern to all the coastal countries. It has also led to a
sharp deterioration in the climate of security which
used to reign throughout this vast region. Thus it is
with great disappointment that my country has wit-
nessed the many obstacles which have arisen tc
prevent the convening of the conference which the
Organization was to have held at Colombo in order to
study the methods of implementation of the Declara-
tion of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace, contained
in General Assembly resolution 2832 (XXVI).

199. My country, like others wishing to preserve
peace and security in that region, unreservedly sup-
ports the idea of creating a zone of peace in the Indian
Ocean and sincerely hopes that the conference which
is to discuss this matter will finally be able to meet.
We support the position of the non-aligned countries
in favour of holding it in Sri Lanka.

200. The gloomy picture of the international political
situation which I have just sketched is unfortunately
reflected in the serious economic imbalances to be
found in the world today. We all more or less agree
on one point, namely, that this crisis does exist. It
has struck hard at all countries with few exceptions,
but it has affected the developing countries most,
particularly the weakest among them, those which
are called the least developed.

201. The Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros,
which is among the latter, is feeling even more pain-
fully the harmful effects of this crisis, because of
the problems arising from its special geographic
characteristics. Because of its island character, the
Comoros Islands must cope with structural problems:
isolation due to distance from major international
communications routes and lack of adequate infra-
structures, although considerable efforts have been
made in this area by the Government and many
projects are now in progress. But we continue to
come up against financial problems; in fact, the
Comoros like most of the non-oil-producing devel-
oping countries, has suffered for several years from

a growing deficit in its balance of trade caused by
worsening exchange rates.

202. Ailthough our country has a virtual monopoly
of the production of certain cash crops, such as ylang-
ylang and vanilla,