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REVIEI{ AND IMPTJEI{EMATION OF TIIE CINCLUDING DOCUI.IENT OF THE
TIIELFTH SPECIAL SEISION OF THE GENERAI. ASSEMBLY

World Disarnament Campaign

Note of the Secretary-General

The Secretary-ceneral has the honour to eranarnit to the members of the General
A8ser[bly the report on t]re contribution of uNtisco to the World Disarmarnent
Campaign, prepareal by the Director-General of UNESCo in the llght of annex v to the
concluding f,bcument of the Tvelfth special session of the General Assembly
(A/s-Lz/32) .

AINEX

I. INTRODUCTION

l. The General Assembly at its twelfth special session requested the
Secretary-General to sutmit to lts thlrty-sevent-h regular session the specifica of
a prograume of the world Disarmament campaign, vrhich it had proclaimed on
7 June 1982. The General Assernbly also took lnto consideration the ongoing
activities of the united Nations Educational, Scientific and cultural Organization
(t NESCo) in pronot irq diaarmanent education as a diatinct field of study and the
materiala produced under that prograrune and requested that the programne of action
to be inplenented blr the Wbrld Disarnanent canpaign set out approprlate tasks for
UNESCO in its fields of cqlpetence and in co-ordination with the centre for
Dlsarmanent |A/S-L2/32, annex V, sect. IV, para. 16).
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2. In order to prepare for the contributlon of UNEsco to the Canpaign, hhe
Director-General of UNESCO placed on the agenda of the Organizatlonta Executive
Board an item on the tr.relfth special session (iten 7.1.1). In the document that
the Director-ceneral submitteal to the Board on that occasion (115 ExlI3 Mal.) the
conclusions of the twelfth spec ial session, lnformation on the !{orld Disarnament
campaign and on relevant UNEsco action rrere sunnarized for the Eoard and the
complete text of the conclusions of the trtelfth sPecial sesson and the annex
concerning the world Disarmament canpalgn (eee A/s-L2/32, sect. Iff anal annex v)
rrere distributed to the Board.

3. rbllowing a debate on that itern, the Board adopted, on 4 october 1982, its
decision tls Ex/7.1.1, by which it invited the Dlrector-General to rnake a specific
contribution Co the I,Jbr Id Disarmament Campaign and to suhnit a report on the
contribution T NBSCO would make to the Wbrld Disarmarnent CanPaign. The Present
document is submicted in conpliance with that decision. Decision u5 Ex,/7.1.1 is
appended to this report.

4, The conlribution of UNES@ to the worltl Disarmatnent Canpaign will be nade
Chroughout the duration of the campaign. In accordance HitJr decision 115 EX,/7'1.I,
provision will be rnade for thiB contribution in the second Med i rtr0-Te rn plan
(f984-1989). It is premature, at this stage, to atternpt to identlfy the activities
which nay be provided for in that Medium-Terrn PIan and in the various prograrunes
antl budgets to be submitted to tbe legislative bodles of the organlzation during
the per iod covered by the Plan. It may be noted that, among the sources wh ich the
secretarlat may draw upon in preparing those draft Programfles and budgets, is the
Phased Act,ion Plan for Dlsarmanent Educatlon rth lch was dr awn up by a consultatlon
convened by the D irector-ceneral further to a recomnendation of the world congress
on Disarmament Education. The text of the Phased Action Plan appears in the United
Nations Disarmanent Year!g1!, volune 6: 198I, pages 4L9 Eo 423.

II. ACIIVITIES OF T'NESCO IN 1983

5. The activities mentioned in this report are Umited to those foresee! for the
year 1983. The relevant activities cover the fields of education, social sciencea.
conmunlcatlon and public lnformation.

A. Education

6. Anong the education activities which may be considered as a contribution to
the world Disarmanent canpaignr the major. one \,till be the Intergovernmental
Conference on Education for International tnderstanding, Co-oPe r at ion and Peace and
Education RelaCitrg to Hunan Rights and Fundanental Freeddns, with a view to
developing a climate of oplnion favourable to the strengthening of security and
disarmanent (category II), to be held at UNBsco headquarters in Parls frorn 12 to
20 Aprij- 1983.
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7. A teacherrs guide for the inplenenEatj.on of the t NEscO recctnnendation
concerning educatlon for international understanding, co-operation and peace and
education relatlng to hlrnan rights anal fundanental freedons is ln preparation and
wiu be pubLished in Erglish in the beginning of 1983. Ttro other publlcations are
in preparation:

(a) A publication on the content and nethodology of hunan rights, peace and
disarmament education of an interdisc iplinary nature based qr the results of the
recorunendations of a consultation of speciallsts ln education helal at l,brgea,
sr{ltzerland, in 1981. The provisional title is "Teaching about major issues fac ing
the uorld today",

(b) A publication entitled nThe role and use of mass nedla ln education for
peace, disarmarnent and respect for hunan rights"r based on the recoNUlendations of a
round table of speciali3ts in alucation and the media, organlzed by UNESCo and held
at vienna in 19 81.

8. The riork plan for 1983 includes the following:

(a) Preparatlon of a consolldabed report on co-operation between schools and
other social institucions capable of contrlbuting to peace and dlsarnament
education. The report, which wlll be subsequently published. w111 be based on
natlonal case studles in Brazil, hdia, Mati, Peru, the Phllippines' the tnion of
Soviet Socialist Republics and the Un ited States of Arnericai

(b) Preparation and publication of a teacher's guide on disarmament
education, based on reports frqn a study of curricula and manuals of teacher
training institutlons.

9. Disarmament wilL also b€ one of the discussion thernes of the wor lal Congress of
the Associated schoola System, hrhich HiU take place, on the occasion of the
thirtieth anniversary of the systen, from 12 to 15 septenber 1983 at sofia,
Bulgaria, since, like international understanding and peace, disarmarnent education
constitutes an important area of aceivity of the Associated schools. Actlvities to
be undertaken with a view to implementing, developing and strengthening disarnanent
education in the Associated schools, as well as the conclusions of the
Intergovernnental conference (see para. 6), will be studied by lhe Participants ln
the Congress.

10. As regards the lGdiurn-Term Plan (f984-I989), proposals contained in l,la jor
Prog rarme XIII entitled rPeace, international understanding, the freedcan of the
Peoples and hurlan rights", especially progranme XIII.3 entitled "Educatlon for
peace and respect for hunan rights and the rights of peoples tr, provide the
appropriate orientation and frame$rork for dlsarnament education activities and the
lntensification and/or extension of action in this area at all levels anal in aI1
forms of education. These activities will be set out in detall during the
preparation of the biennial programnes and budgets for the perid covered by the
Mediun-Tern Plan.
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B. Social sclences

11. As part of the cycle of regional training selninars in disarnanent education
organized further to the World Congress on Disarmanent Education, a regional

=dltt". will be organized ln Mrica in 1983. In addition to the dissenination of
educational materialg and nethods relevant to disarmanent studies, this seninar
nlll provide the occasion to alert the particlpants to the Canpaign and to exanine
reaylt and means of prqnotlng lt in Africa.

12. A textbook for university teaching on disarmarnent wiu be prep:rred in 1983 blt

an international tean of expeits. Its dlsaeminatlon ldill also be conslderd part
of the contributlon of uNBsCo to the Canpalgn. The provisional titte of this $ork
is 'Dlgarmanent and securityn.

13. I,he progr amle of social science research in the field of disarmanent wiII
continue in 1983 with special emphasis on problems of Perceptions of security'
These research activities will be related, to the targest extent poseibler to the
objectives of the Canpaign.

C. @wnunlcation

14. According to the dcunent approved by the c'eneral Assembly on the World
Disarmanent Canpaign. the campaign "shoulcl give full consideration to the role of
nass media as the most effective !,tay to achieve wide access to the public sith a

view to prcmot ing a cllrnate of underatanding, confidence and co-oPeration conducive
to peace and disarmanen{ (Ns-I2/32, annex v, sect. IIr' para. 1l). In the spirit
of that text, uNEsCo witl holtl, at Nairobi, Kenya, a synu)os iun on the media and

disarmament. varioua asPects of the way d isarnament-related issues aEe Ereated In
the nedia in tlifferent parts of the world will be examined and possibilities for
improving co-operation arnong journalists in this area will be explored'

15. studies wilI be carried out pursuant to the reccf, lendations of the
lnternational sl.nposlun at Nairobi in order to identify better the contribution the
media nay make, withln the framework of the f'brld Disarmanent CanrPaign and the
19?8 ITNESCO Declaration on Fundamental Princlples concerning the Contr ibution of
Mass ltedia to streng thening Peace and International understanding to the Pronotlon
of Human Rights and to counterlng Raclalism, 4Larthe:!4 and Incitenent to vlar, to
creatlng beiter understanating ofi and 9enerat69-E6 c suPlx'rt for' the objectives
of the tnited Nations in the fleld af arms limitation.

16. wlthin Ule franework of the second l'tediun-Tern Plan, the third subprogramle of
Irogr.lrun" III.2r entitled 'Contribution of the medla to ensuring mutual resPect'
internatlonal underatanding and peace, and to the solutlon of major world
problems,r, may al.so be considered as reflecting the concerns which led to the !{orld
DisanEnent Canpalgn.
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D. Publlc lnforrnatlon

17. Tlte office of Pubtic rnfortnatlon wiLl provide fu1I pubuc lnfolnation support

for the prograrrne actlvtliee undertaken b'l' ttre vaitou" "t"tor" 
ln connectlon $ith

the !{or Id Disarmanent "alfiir;' 
--ntis 

nav- 191u9e' but la not necesEarily linlted

to, articles i" ,t""t* 
""Ii"it" 

tna-U'" 
-inse9ao courier' radlo an't televlslon

programtes,exhibltlonsfrE-if,itoseta,-pos-stera,T6hures,sPecialeventaand
dlrect efforts through ";li;; 

cmnlssi-onE, non-gov€rnnental organizations and

UNES@ C1ubs.

I8. tNEs@ clubs and Associatlone ln nrany countrles trave shffn an lnterest in

acrivities retated t" dt;;;;;;a educatlln, and f€deration8 in 35 counttles wlll

be lnvlted to tal(e part in ttre Canpalgn' Anong the countrleg tdhich have been

particularly active ao rai, ontt t"t' "itt 
Au"t'i"' Belgiluo' colanbla' France' Japan

and lbrocco.

19. FinaUy, an llluatrated brochure wlU be pr€pared for Ehe general Publlc

explaining tlre nain .on.lii" "ii-""naiti"ns 
of- di'sarroment' This brochure triu be

consfaered a tllrect contr lbution to the cnlpaign'

20. Addit lonal actlvltlea nay be notked gy: ::Sf" tlre franerprk of Ute cloae

collaboration that has nllrr'.'."t urr"hed wlth the centre for Di'sarmanent. Inde€d,

all the activitles t rraioi"a- r"- thtt "pott 
rill be carried out to the fullest

extent ltosglble in co-operatlon with the centre' whoae general co-ortllnatlon role

in rhe implernentarlon "f.t;:;;ili;r, 
,"r-oi..rir recogitzed b,y th€ Executlve Board

of TTNESCO anar has .rr""iy -il.i-pii into practrce through regurar con'ultation..
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APPENDIX

Fcision 1I5 Exl7.1.1, adopted on 4 October 1982 bv the E{ecutive
Board of the lhited lihlions Elucational, Scientlfic and Otltura:

organ lzat lon

Ihe D(ecutive Board,

t. Having considered the report of the Dlr ector-C€ neral concerning the
contribution of UNESCO to the twetfth special- gession of the ceneral Assenbly of
the Unlted llations (I15 ExA3lMd., Part A, paras. 1-17),

2. Fcalling resolution 11.I adopted by the ceneral Conference at lta
twenty-first session, entitred "creation of a climate of public opinion conduclve
to the halting of the a!!ns race and the transition to d isarmarnent ",

3. Recallins also decisions 7.1.5 and 7.9 adopted at its 1l4th 6ession,

4. Ncting that the ceneral Assenbly, at lts twelfth speclal session. Iaunched the
!{or1d Disarmanent Canpaign,

5. Noting also the conctusions concerning other items exanlned by the ceneral
Assenbly at its tvJelfth special session,

6. Reaffirming its conviction that UNESCO has an inportant role to play wlthin
the uiited lbtions systen in the pronotion of disarnanent through reseach,
education, infornation, cofimunication and culture,

7. lbtes with satisfaction that lhe Dir€ctor-ceneral addressed the lwelfth
special session and also provided a report in accordance with the wishes expressed
by the Board in its decisions LI4 Ex/7.L.5 and 7.9i

8. fnvites the Di r ector-Ge ner al to ensure that UNESCO, in the context of the
implenentation in 1983 of the programme and budget for the current trienniurn
(2L C/51 and of \^'hatever progranne may be adopted in the MedlurFtbrm plan
(1984-f989) , wilI continue activities in the field of disarnanent education and
rnake, in co-operation with the united l,la tions centre for Di sarnament, a specific
contribution to the world Disarmatnent Carnpaign, bearing in mind, inter alia, the
reference in the Director-cenerarrs address to the twerfth special sesslon t.o the
special threat of a nuclear conflagration and the dangers of chenlcal and
biological weaponsi

9- F!rther invites the Di r ector-c€ner al to subrnit a report Eo the secretary-
ceneral of the lhited l'lations for transmission to the General. Agsenbly outlining
tbe contrlbution UNESCO vrill make to world Disarnanent Campaign.


