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REQUEST FOR THE INCLUSION OF AN ADDITIONAL ITEM TN THE AGENDA
OF THE TWELFTH REGULAR SESSTON: ITEM PROPOSED BY INDIA
EXPANSION OF THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE DISARMAMENT
COMMISSION AND OF ITS SUB-COMMITTER

letter dated 9 September 1957 from the Permenent Representative of
Indie ‘to the United Nations, addressed o the Secretary-General

New York, O September 1957

On the ilnstructions of the Govermment of Indis I have the honour tc regquest
you to include the following item, of an important and urgent character, in the
agenda of the‘twélfth regular session of the General Assembly:

"Expansion of the membership of the Disermement Commigsicn end of its

Sub-Committee, "

An explapatory memorandum as required by rule 20 of the rules of procedure i=
attached.

It is the intention of the Government of India %o suggest at the abproPriate
meeting of the General Committee that the above item might be included as a2
sub-item of item 2k of the provisional agenda of the twelfth session of the
General Assembly.

(Signed) Arthur S, LALL

Ambassador Extreordinary and Plenipotentiery
Permenent Representative of India to the United Natlons
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANTUM

At the elghth session of the General Assembly, the delegation of India
suggested the esteblishment of a sub-committee of the Disarmament Commission s
to fmeilitate discussions end with a view to reaching tangible results in the
Mield of disermement. This proposal was incorporated in resolution 715 (VIII
which was adopted by the General Assembly on 28 November 1953. As a result, %
Disarmament Commission, on 19 April 1954, established 8 Sub-Committee consisti
of Cenada, France, the United Kingdom, the United States and the Union of Sovi
soclatist Republics. This Sub-Committee has helﬁ protracted sessions for the
[our years. E

In proposing the formation of a sub-commities in 1953, the Government of
was actuated mainly by two motives. First and foi‘em.ostj it had in mind the |
staggering proportions which bhad already then been reached ln the arms race ai
the grave dangers to world peace inherent in the continuance of the developmeJ
the quantity and guality of armements. Secondly, the Government of India felf
that a small sub-committee might promote full and frank discussions on the su
of disarm&ment, and that the presence of a certaln number of countries other j
the main protagenists might be helpful in reaching an esrly agreement,

Since the Sub-Committee on Disarmament was constituted, the world has see
developments in the field of armament which not only make ‘the prospects .of waz
more appalling, but which also virtually ensure that any major confliet would
result in the annihiletion of large sectors of the world's population and the
complete destruction of much of the material civilization which men have bulld

During this period, the hydrogen bomb hes been developed into a weapon with a
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destructive capecity several hundreds of times greater than the atomlic bombs which

wrought such sobering havoc at the close of the Second World Wer. Significant
progress has also been mede in the development of outer space misslles so thadl

they may now be capable of destroying targets at any point on the surface of

earth. Furthermore, the nuwber of countries which possess thermonuclear weapoLs

hzs increesed. Meanwbile also, there is an ever-growing hazard to all forme o
life from the continuing accumilation of radiation from test explosions of nuc
veapons, These developments are such that any further delay in achieving prog

in disarmament might well mean that the cause of peace 1s forever lost.
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The two items submitted by Belgium;/ and Czechoslovakiag/ in regard to the
ffects of expleosicns and radiatién.are art index of the widespread impact on
pinion in all countries of the consequences of the spectre of nuclear warfare.
hus, though the Sub-Commititee of the Disarmament Commissicn has held numerous
leetings for the last four years, it musSt now be admitted that, in its present
‘orm, it does not appear to be able to achieve tangible progress or agreement in
he fleld of disarmement. This is so in spite of the numerous efforts made by
he Sub-Committes; and undoubtedly the Powers concerned, without whom no effective
rogress can be made in the field of disarmament, will continue %o exert their
dmost in search of a solution. The Disarmament Commisslon itself, to vhich the |
ub-Committee reports, although & larger body, hes not succeeded any better. I%
amnot be gainseid thet the Commiseion and the Sub-Committee, while striving
trenucusly for the objectives laid down by the Genersl Assembly, are not bodies
hat sre sdequetely representative of the world, gecgrarhicelly or in political
erms,

In view of the deterioration of the sltuation over the last few yeers by the
levelopment and sccumuletion of new weapons, the increase in the number of countries
wssessing them and the possibility of further lncreesse, and the mounting
xpenditure on armament, the Govermment of Indis consider that immedlate steps
thould be taken to intensify the efforts of the United Nations to reach & solutlon
£ this'problem, In this connexion, the CGovernment of Indla are of the view that
he deliberations and discussions of the Sub-Committee on Disarmament might well
e assited by the presence of such countries as, by virtue of their general approach
0 problems of world peace, may be In a position %o stimulate the processes of
mderstanding and agréement among the Powers more directly involved., The CGovernment
£ Imdie consider, therefore, that the General Aspembly itself should neminate a
‘ev countries to assist the Sub-Committee of the Disarmement Commission in its

learch for teangible solutions to the problems of disarmement.

/ See document A/3630.
)/ See documents A/361l4 and Add.l.
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Similarly, the Genersl Assembly may designate sdditional countries to'
on and to assist in the tasks of the Disarmament Commission. It will be r
that the preseni composition of the Disarmament Commlssion is based on the
merbership of the Atomic Eﬁergy Commission end the Commission for Conventioc
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Armements, which were constituted as far back as 1946 when the membership of the

United Nations was very different and considersbly smaller then what it is

todey.

On the other hand, the constlitution of the International Atomlc Energy Agency,

which has been very recently adopted, provides for wider repregentation in
Agency's governing body. ;

The Government of Indie accordingly propose that the following item, 1
view of 1ts importance and urgency, be included in the agends of the twelft
session of the General Assembly: .

"Expansion of the meubership of the Disarmament Commission and of its
Sub-~Committee.” .

the

= s =






