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AGENDA ITEM 9

General' debate (continued)

1. Mr. BONGO (Gabon) (interpretation from French):
Each session of the General Assembly of the Organiza
tion, whose universality remains its underlying moral jus
tification, provides us with the opportunity io qu.estion
ourselves about the political, economic, social, cultural
and human future of our planet on the basis of the bal
ance sheets of the international situation which, one by
one, we each draw up. This is perhaps why the general
debate may give an impression of repetition, not only year
after year but also speaker after speaker. This is, however,
only an impression.

2. In my own case, although this is the sixth time I
have had the signal honour to speak, on behalf of my
country and its Head of State, Mr. Omar Bongo, to the
Assembly, I do not in any way feel that I am repeating
myself. Even less do I feel that I am listening to the same
litanies. This is owing to the wide range of subjects and
their fluidity.

3. In the past, we have had the opportunity to take up
such enduring items as the deterioration of the interna
tional situation, security, detente, the persisting tensions
among nations, the deterioration in the terms of trade, the
growing inequality between rich and poor and the need
for the establishment of a new, more just and more hu
mane world order.

4. This is why,' in the face of increasing risks of con
flagration in a world that is prey to crises and turmoil, it
is incumbent upon all of us gathered here to find appro
priate ways and means to avoid the irreparable. This is a
responsibility which we cannot shirk.

5. The Gabonese delegation, for its part, is participating
in the current session, as it has in previous sessions, im
bued with the firm desire to make its contribution to the
construction of peace, justice and human dignity in order
to ensure a better world. It is this meaning th~ we intend
to impart to our statement. .

6. However, at the outset I should like to convey to you,
Mr. President, on behalf of my delegation, our "o.annest
congratulations upon your election to the presidency of
the thirty-sixth session of the General Assembly. It is an
indication of our trust in you, which is wholly in keeping
with your outstanding qualities and with the competence,
each of us is pleased to recognize in you. The Gabonese
delegation is convinced that under your presidency the
Assembly will steer the work of the present session to
wards the successful l'esults which the entire international
community is seeking.

7. I should like to assure you that my delegation will
give you its full support in the discharge of your weighty
but enobling and delicate mission. Our congratulations are
extended also to the other officers of the A:~",embly, who,
we are convinced, will contribute together with yourself
to the success of our deliberations.

8. It is a pleasure for us to avail ourselves of this oppor
tunity to thank your predecessor, Mr. RUdiger von
Wechmar of the Federal Republic of Germany, a talented
diplomat, for his outstanding services to the international
community, thanks in particular to the far-sightedness, ef
fectiveness and devotion with which he discharged his
important responsibilities. We should also like to pay a
well-deserved tribute to the Secretary-General of the
Organization. My Government is particularly grateful for
his tireless efforts to find answers to the many questions
which remain before the community of nations.

9. Lastly, we should like to extend a warm welcome to
the delegations of Vanuatu and Belize upon their admis
sion as the one hundred fifty-fifth and one hundred fifty
sixth Members of the Organization. The membership of
the Organization has thereby been strengthened and
brought closer to universality. We should-like to welcome
these friendly countries to our midst and wish them full
success in their efforts to contribute to our joint search
for the advent of a peaceful world, a world of solidarity, a
better world.

10. To be sure, the principal aim of the United Nations
is to maintain international peace and security and to
achieve co-operation among nations, all the while provid
ing a centre in which joint efforts may be brought into
harmony. Unfortunately, the balance sheet of the world
situation forces us once again to note that the current ses
sion of the General Assembly is being held at a moment
of parqcular concern in the history of mankind, one
marked by serious tensions and conflicts as well as by
economic disorders which generate the poverty of which
the third world in general and Africa in parJcular are the
principal victims.
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11. In Africa, one of the main sUbjects .of concern tor
our States, above and beyond any other, remains the situa
tion in southern Africa, particularly in Namibia, a Ter
ritory still under colonial domination in spite of relevant
United Nations resolutions which the racist authorities of
Pretoria continue to defy.

12. As long as Namibia remains under the domination
of South Mrica and as long as the racist and fascist Gov
ernment of Pretoria continues to impose upon the black
majority its regime of apartheid, the work of decoloniza
tion and the liberation of Africa will not have been com
pleted.

13. We cannot repeat often enough that the key to a
rapid solution of the problem is firmly in the hands of the
Soutll African Government and the countries of the West
ern contact group and that the basis thereof is Security
Council resOlution 435 (1978), which endorses the plan

.. for the settlement of the question of Namibia.

14. In truth, throughout this year, at New Delhi in Feb
ruary at the Conference of Ministers for Foreign Affairs
of Non-Aligned Countries, at Nairobi in June at the eigh
teenth session of the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the Organization of African Unity, at Al
giers in April at the Extraordinary Ministerial Meeting of
the Co-ordinating Bureau of Non-Aligned Countries on
the Question of Namibia, and in Paris in May, wh~re,

under the aegis of the Organization of African Unity
[OAU] and the United Nations, the International Con
ference on Sanctions against South Africa was held-in
short, everywhere-Africa and the non-aligned countries
have unanimously supported resolution 435 (1978).

15. By allowing the South African Government to. im
pose its delaying tactics and its policy of refusal and"pro
crastination, the countries of the contact group are bearing
a heavy responsibility, both in the tragedy in Namibia and
in the invasion of Angola by South African troops. That
is why they must pull themselves together and proceed
actively to have .. Pretoria agree to implement the United
Nations settlement plan so that the Namibian people can
freely exercise its right to self-determination.

16. For its part, Gabon, which has, in an official state
ment by its Head of State, Mr. Omar Bongo, strongly
condemned the invasion"of Angolan territory, reaffirms its
unreserved support for the United Nations plan and re
mains convinced that on that basis Namibia will soon
achieve independence in its entirety, including its vital
port of Walvis Bay. It is in the interests of the entire inter
national community for this to be the case, because there
can be no doubt whatsoever that the problem of Namibia
carries the seed of generalized conflict which brings to
bear upon mankind the threat of nuclear war. While it
may be comforting from some angles to note that the
Western countries have never opposed resolution ES-8/2
adopted at the eighth emergency special session of the
General Assembly, convened here in September of this
year, none the less, those countries must respond
positively to the request made of them by the broad ma
jority of the international community by imposing against
South Africa the mandatory gl9bal sanctions stipulated in
Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations. They

,"

must exert upon that country any other pressure necessary
to ensure that it will comply.

17. That is the meaning of the appeal which, on behalf
of the Head of State of Gabon, I would address to the
Assembly. May this appeal be heard in the interests of
safeguarding peace and security in Africa and in the
world.

18. In South Africa itself, "our brothers ... are con
tinuing to be afflicted by domination, oppression and hu
miliation imposed upon them by the Pretoria regime
which has inscribed in its institutions in letters of gold the
fact that apartheid is the best way to organize economic,
social and political space, and the recent electoral con
sultation constitutes its latest shameful demonstration.
That extract from the message from the Piesident of the
Gabonese Republic, addressed to the President of the In
ternational Conference on Sanctions Against South Af
rica, on Africa Liberation Day, on 25 May last, demon
strates the extent to which Gabon stands in solidarity with
the fraternal people of South Africa in its struggle for .
liberation. That is why my country considers that the in
ternational community should support the legitimate
struggle of the freedom fighters, while continuing to seek
any peaceful solution which may lead to the rapid erad
ication of the shameful system of apartheid.

19. In central Africa, the situation in Chad, by reason
of a long fratricidal war, concerns us deeply. At Nairobi,
OAU once again considered this problem and Gabon re
sponded to the appeal for" solidarity which was made at
that time.

20. With regard to an improvement of the situation in
Chad, my country considers that this is a problem which
should interest all of us. It hopes very much that the in
ternational community will rally to support this fraternal
country to help it to rebuild ~its economy.

21. Unfortunately, Africa is not the only part of the
world in which confrontation continues, or where efforts
to achieve the peaceful settlement of conflicts, in accord
ance with the provisions of the Charter, have as yet been
unsuccessful.

22. The situation in the Middle East appears to be a
matter of increasing concern since the continuing tension
in that part of the world, which in three decades has ex
perienced three lethal wars, constitutes a serious threat to
international peace and security. The atmosphere of vio
lence, as well as Israel's refusal to recognize the inalien
~ble rights of the Palestinian people, frequently reaffirmed
by relevant resolutions of the United Nations, are hardly
conducive to settling the conflict by peaceful means.
Gabon believes in the virtues of dialogue as a privileged
weapon for the settlement of conflicts among States and
will continue to encourage any initiative to achieve a set
tlement of the Palestinian problem by means of negotia
tion.

23. That is Why it considers that the search for a just
and lasting peace in that part of the world requires the
effective participation of the Palestinian people ,in any
peace process, as well as the full· and unconditional with·
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drawal by Israel from the Arab territories occupied in
1967, and the exercise by the Palestinian people of its
national rights.

24. That is. also why Gabon will continue to condemn
the Hebrew State as long ~s Israel-which, it must be
recognized, does have the right to live in peace within
secure and internationally recognized boundaries-refuses
to abide by Security Council resolutions, in particular res
olutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). .

25. At this point it seems quite appropriate to refer to
the bloody and prolonged tragedy in Lebanon. I should
like to state here that my country vehemently condemns
foreign aggression and acts of intervention, of whatever
form or on whatever pretext, which would threaten the
integrity, independence and sovereignty of that State.

26. These principles are valid wherever tensions or con
flicts exist. In addition to the problems that we have men
tioned, we have in mind in this connection, the following:
the situation in Cyprus, where talks between the commu
nities should continue; the Korean problem, with regard
to which Gabon supports any action leading to reunifica
tion of the peninsula by peaceful means, without any for
eign interference; Kampuchea and Afghanistan, where the
peoples must be able to express their views freely to de
cide the system of government they desire; and, finally,
Iraq and Iran, two fraternal countries at war, to whom we
renew the appeal that the Head of State of Gabon, Hajji
Omat B<>ngo, .made to them to put an end to their con-
flict. - .

27. The establishment of peace in these regions of ten
sion and upheaval should reinforce the process of gener
alized detente that the world seeks and should put an end
to the arms race, a race of increasingly sophisticated and
lethal weapons. The senseless accumulation of weapons
may at any moment provoke a planetary cataclysm. In a
world of anxiety and intolerable, destabilizing pressures,
a simple error or thoughtless action may lead to a nuclear
apocalypse.

28. In such circumstances, we must all strive to put an
end to this accumulation of weapons, so as fmally to
eliminate this danger. The matter is to be considered at
the second special session of the General Assembly de
voted to disarmament, which is to be convened soon. The
huge sums so far devoted to weapons could be allocated
to fll1ancing humanitarian activities, that!s to say, the ad
vancement of the developing countries, the improvement
of health and education and a reduction in social in
equalities.

29. That was the principal aim of the Disarmament Dec
ade decreed in December 1969 by the General Assembly
[see resolution 2602 E (XXIV)].

30. Since it is now time to prepare a balance sheet, let
us at the outset say that this decade has ~n a negative
one. This year, according to the best info~d sources,
more than $500 billion have been devoted to military ex
penses, that is, an expenditure of approximately $1 mil
lion per minute. At the same time, thousands of men,

sS?

women and children continue to die every day of hunger
and poverty, in the face of almost total indifference.

31. That is why we consider that the question of disarm
ament is closely linked to the question of development; it
is so tnie that tPe maintenance of the status quo
consolidates inequalities, is a factor of tension in the
world and also of deterioration of the world economic sit
uation.

32. The economic development of States remains the
best guarantee for general and lasting security and true
and total freedom.

33. It must be noted that the world economic crisis has
assumed unprecedented dimensioiits. No one can doubt
that the world economy is currently experiencing the most
serious crisis since the Second Worid War. The substantial
slow-down in economic activity, the increased deteriora
tion in terms of trade, runaway inflation and the rising
costs of the foreign debt of the third world countries
surely point to an extremely disturbing situation; at least
that is true of most of us-and some of us are already
familiar with the critical phase of zero growth.

34. That is why Gabon was particularly interested in the
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Coun
tries, held in Paris in September this year, which endorsed
the concerns expressed by those countries.

35. That is why we are pleased to note that the devel
oped countries accepted what is self-evident when they
stated their readiness to increase their bilateral and multi
lateral aid to the least developed countries, by doubling
their contributions in order, as they emphasized, to avoid
any increase in the international economic imbalance.

36. Moreover, it must be recognized that the desired re
tum to normal growth has not taken place and there has
been a general disorganization of the worl4 economy,
thereby confirming the urgent need for a structural modi
fication that would be in the interests· not only of the de
veloping countries but also of the developed countries.

37. This evolution has led to a wide-ranging awareness
among all peoples of the fact that the current international
economic situation is inequitable as far as the benefits of
economic relations between the developed and developing
countries are concerned.

38. The structural ehanges that we seek must be made
with regard to production, consumption and world trade
so as to enable the developing countries to exercise effec
tive control over their raw materials and to participate
fully in the international decision-making process.

39. Gabon places high hopes in the International Meet
ing on Co-operation and Development, to be held soon at
Cancun. In any case, it hopes that the high-level officials
participating in that conference will take· that opportunity
to establish a new atmosphere that will make it possible
for global negotiations. to be initiated as speedily as possi
ble.
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40. If there is a problem that is of particular concern to
my country it is that of new and renewable sources of
energy, a problem which was taken up at the conference
held last August at Nairobi, under the aegis of the United
Nations.

41. On that occasion, Gabon, which has several sources
of energy, the most important of which are water energy,
s.olar energy, biomass and wood, and which has therefore
always attached particular importance to the post-oil pe
riod, demonstrated its interest in the advent of this new
era.

42. The industrialized countries and international organ
izations must concentrate on finding sources to finance
programmes to promote and develop new and renewable
sources of energy recognized as indispensable for the
world economy. This is a matter that was left in abeyance
at NairobLi"I

43. I do not wish to conclude my statement without re·
.. ferring to the serious question of the food and agriculture

situation throughout the world, particularly in Africa,
where the food outlook appears to be extremely grave.

44. The international community must actively contrib
ute to solving this extremely important problem and to
defining new directions regarding food and agriculture.

45. It must be recognized that the picture of the interna
tional situation that we have just drawn, both politically
and economically, is hardly a matter for rejoicing.

46. Nevertheless, it is comforting to note that the
Organization, however well founded criticism of it may
be, has since the last war provided a privileged fr~me

work for the safeguarding of peace throughout the world
and the definition of new strategies for multilateral co
operation.

47. Let us transcend our selfish interests and bear in
mind only the interests of mankind as a whole by translat
ing the decisions of the Organization into political and
economic facts so that this new world order for which we
tirelessly call may finally be established.

48. Mr. BEDJAOUI (Algeria) (interpretation from
French): Mr. President, it was my privilege to convey to
you from this rostrum tfie congratulations and best wishes
of the group of African States, which I represented on the
day you were elected, as well as the congratulations of
my own country. I particularly expressed at that time Al
geria's deep satisfaction with this choice, a tribute both to
a fraternal country and to a highly esteemed person. It is
indeed, a great pleasu~ for me to reiterate our satisfaction
today.

49. The general debate which marks the opening of
each of these sessions provides us with an opportunity to
draw up a critical balance sheet of past· action. Through
the dynamic process of comparing ideas, it calls upon us
to demonstrate the necessary collective ambition for ma
jor efforts, and to ensure that it becomes a reality. This
year once again one conclusion, must be drawn: the situa
tion is serious and entails great risks.

50. In an extremely sombre international atmosphere,
there are abundant reasons for concern. Anxiety is rooted
in the hearts of men and societies. The confusion of
some, the anguish of others, the poverty of the majority,
claim our attention from all corners of the world. It is
indeed a global crisis that is facing our world.

51. This crisis is fed by a large number of conflicting
power relationships. It is increasing the gap between the
affluence of a small number of countries and the poverty
suffered by the vast majority of mankind. World disorder
and the absurdity of the present system of international
economic relations are strikingly apparent. To have the
strength and the will to act, we must first try to under
stand.

52. It is appalling when this indifferent world is told
that, in less than two decades from now, we shall have to
find the means of life, employment and food for 2 billion
people, the equivalent-to give a striking illustration-of
2,000 cities with 1 million inhabitants each. The mind
reels when we invert this line of reasoning and see that
with the way the world is going, those 2 billion people
will be doomed to perish in less than two decades. Our
understanding and our awareness seem to have become so
anaesthetized that we seem no longer able to react to what
is inconceivable today, but is the horrifying reality of to
morrow.

53. It has been estimated that in 1980 50 million human
beings died of hunger-a world-wide holocaust resulting
in no outburst of collective indignation. It took the Sec
ond World War five years to achieve that macabre result.
One may legitimately speak of non-assistance to en
dangered peoples, when more than $500 billion are spent
annually on armaments throughout the world, and when
the report Global 2000, I produced by a commission es
tablished by Jimmy Carter, informs us that the quantity of
cereals needed to eradicate malnutrition throughout the
world has a value equivalent to the price of only five
submarines.

54. In the year 2000, practically I billion people will be
living below the absolute poverty line-a scientific eu
phemism which is far from describing everything that that
subhuman condition means.

55. The foreign debt of the developing world exactly
equals the amount spent on arms each year by a human
society which seems unable to imagine its own future,
unless it be to waver between a boundless fascination
with destruction and the irresistible temptation to commit
~ollective suicide. It is a striking fact that the increase in
this indebtedness is not, as one might imagine, the logical
result of ecc"~Jmic development but results simply froin
debt servicing costs, which in 1981 will surpass the stag
gering figure of $100 billion.

56. Should there not be an effort to explain how, con
trary to misleading appearances, the industrial nations re
ceive in reverse aid from the proletarian nations almost
seven times the amount that they invest there?

57. High interest rates are a heavy burden on our fragile
economies. A merciless trade war is being waged against
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our exports. The restructuring of world industry is at the
discretion of transnational corporations, at the whim of
their strategies and their profits. In an unequal confronta
tion, our countries cannot even control the abuses of the
system. The international monetary system is completely
destroying what we are so laboriously building.

58. At a time when the world structure is revealing in
herent flaws, the importance that is finally being attached
to international economic relations should be accompanied
by an examination of conscience. That would have the
merit of placing development and peace not only in their
relationship of cause and effect, but in a close dialectical
relationship which shows them to be interdependent.
There can be no peace without development and no devel
opment without peace. Peace and development will be the
characteristic features of the Identikit portrait of the new
international relations so ardently desired by the interna
tional community.

59. In denouncing the iniquities on which the present
system of international relations is based, the coufltries of
the third world have underlined the fundamental truth that
development is indeed the new name for peace. Like war,
underdevelopment is not inevitable. It is the product of an
organized system of domination and exploitation. By its
very nature, this system thwarts the prospects for pros
perity of two thirds of mankind. It denies their legitimate
right to development. Furthermore, it generates insecurity,
even for those who built the system. Creating frustration
and alienation, the prevailing system is the negation of
peace.

60. We have already said that there is no peace without
development, but development has its rules-certainly not
those, recently reinstated, of the market economy.

61. The regressive note which can be discerned in the
philosophy underlying international economic co-opera
tion causes us concern. New ideas in the global approach
to the problem of development are in many ways disquiet
ing. The virtues of bilateralismare praised for ulterior
motives with which we are all familiar. A whole series of
proposals has been built up on the basis of the concept of
individual co-operation founded on political and strategic
considerations. Today we also hear praise of the free play
of private market forces as a means both of restarting
growth and ensuring development.

62. It must be said that the present world cnSls-a
structural crisis, above all-has been engendered pre
cisely by. the uncontrolled and unforeseeable actions of
those private enterprise forces. In a system characterized
by inequality of opportunity and of the means of develop
ment, the free play of market forces heightens depen
dency and the spread of underdevelopment.

63. The laws of the market and of competition are ma
nipulated to serve the interests of major world capital and
transnational corporations. The facile glorifi.~ation of these
laws is a result of mystification. Liberalism\is a doctrine
developed by the powerful and the strong. 11te. free, spon
taneous and beneficent functioning of the natural laws of
the .market is a grim illusion.

64. These are the realities. The market economy is at
the end of its tether. It completely fails to take into ac
count the complexity of economic interdependence and
the profound aspirations of the human being to more free
dom and more humanity. The world economy is not a
blind movement of objects and things. The natural laws of
the market, in their anarchic haphazardness, are them
selves condemned, as they in their turn condemn to
failure growth per se, liberal growth, that which alienates
man as a producer and as a consumer and which down
grades his social environment and his natural environ
ment.

65. To give free reign to private actors in the world
economy is tantamount to allowing them to develop ac
cording to their own rationality, that which prompts them
to acquire even greater powert which is the very negation
of international co-operation. Therefore how can we ac
quiesce in allowing the lives of billions of persons to be
played with in this way, how can we agree to allow the
future of the globe to be left to the uncertain vicissitudes
of chance through the liberal laws of laissez-faire in this
great world casino in which the great majority of inhabi
tants of the world are deprived? In this very dubious oper
ation, the winners themselves will in fact gain only a Pyr
rhic victory for, in the final analysis, our entire planet
will be the loser in this immense game with marked
cards.

66. I need hardly add that we find very suspicious this
strong recommendation we are being given to create in
our own countries political and material conditions which
will make it possible for transnational .corporations to op
erate freely there. Are these to be the agents of our devel
opment, as has been suggested to us? At least we may be
permitted to have doubts on that score. Since we have
long suffered exploitation by a system of which we form
part as the objects of the market, the countries of the
third· world are well aware that the transnational corpora
tions could hardly today give up their vocation, ignore
their strategic objective, their profit motive, ;md work for
their own destruction.

67. Today we are being reminded of the virtues of self
reliance. Self-reliance is part of ourselves and undoubt- .
edly the most demanding part. It is indeed the affinnation
of our identity. It is the expression of our becoming re
sponsible for the aspirations of our peoples. Finally, as
we are aware, it is the inevitable and only way to national
reconstruction. But what weight can be given to such a
national mobilization for development if the international
environment itself impedes it and nullifies its effects
through the laws of a world-wide jungle?

68. This paradox has to be removed. The free interplay
of the so-called natural market laws may well result in an
exacerbation of the feeling of frustration that' is felt by the
starving masses. The paradox is that such laws organize
anarchy, as it were, and at the same time are fraught with
violence. The paradox is that, in the course of the fight
against man's alienation, they themselves become trans
formed into actual manufacturers of violence. Thus, they

.are not by any means the appropriate remedy for the
problems we are experiencing, for it is impossible to

I
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combat anarchy with anarchy; it is impossible to elimi
nate violence by bringing about even more violence.

69. In fact. the world crisis is so profound that a re
instatement of the so-called natural market laws as a pan
acea would produce a ridiculous situation. There is a
pressing need for development. Undoubtedly what is re...
quired is more than a simple glorification of the merits of
laissez-faire. We prefer responsible dialogue to the vain
rehabilitation of archaic liberalism. Global negotiations
are an integral part of such dialogue. We want such dia
logue; we believe in it. As we see it, it is both the condi
tion and the means of orderly work directed towards col
lective well-being.

70. This necessary dialogue is not only something that
is made imperative by the world crisis; it represents for
mankind a gamble on the future. It is an act of faith. For
that reason. its?Qutcome is of historic importance. It is the
work of' building of peace.

71. ... In this context, we regret that the global negotiations
have not yet been started. We reaffirm our support for
such negotiations because we believe in their worth.
Through these global negotiations, by means of dynamic,
concerted action, a restructu..-ing process to serve the in
terests of all could be undertaken. It is our hope that at
the Cancun meeting, the necessary political impulse will
be given to the initiation of such a process.

72. There can be no development without peace. If the
process of development is the desired culmination of
efforts for peace, an improvement of the international po
litical climate is quite obviously an essential stage in that
process.

73. There can be no doubt that international relations
during the past two decades have undergone a qualitative
evolution which can be seen in terms of the relative relax
ation of tension between the major blocs and in the strik
ing achievements of the liberation movements of peoples;
but it remains true that the foundations for peace have not
been solidly laid.

74. The persistent manifestations of a spirit of confron
tation and the increasing number of hotbeds of tension in
the third world. can be seen to be rooted in the very logic
of a system which spawns_ crisis while at the same time
trying to maintain it below the level of general conflagra
tion.

75. The policy of spheres of influence, the doctrines of
intervention based on a so-called vital interest, the in
stallation or reactivation of military bases and the forma
tion and deployment of armed forces for rapid interven
tion are all part of a firm desire to make the countries of
the third world sites for the application of the global strat
egies directed fundamentally at the independence of those
countries and their legitimate aspirations to peace.

76. The resurgence of gunboat policies and the feverish
search for positions of strength are accompanied by
efforts to block disarmament negotiations and to call into
question freely contracted comminnents in the field of
arms control. Furthermore. the .refmements of the tech-

nology of death have today given rise to a new weapon of
mass destruction which, we are aghast to learn, is de
signed to kill men while leaving equipment intact. The
production of the neutron bomb sheds a harsh light on the
tragic absurdity in which technological civilization has
gone astray; the consecration of things in a spirit of con
tempt for life.

77. Such an initiative is part of the spirit which under
lies that concept of the readiness to use arms to protect
security. It can only add fuel to the arms race and further
impede the effective pursuit of the major objective of gen
eral and complete disarmament, the ultimate and absolute
guarantee of the prinCiple of the non-use of force.

78. The deterioration of the international political cli
mate is part &Dd par~el of the intrinsic logic of the sys
tem, even if the phenomenon of detente might have led us
to believe, at one time, because of the prom~"es of indi
visibility which it gave us, in a dynamic sj}P~ading of a
wave of peace which would extend its benefits to ever
broader spheres of international relations.

79. Since it has not generated any such dynamic flow,
particularly in the third world, detente has revealed all the
limits of its role in history.

80. From the geostrategic standpoint, the third world is
covered with relay States and hotbeds of tension. This
tends to perpetuate the subjugation of peoples. The at
tempts to distort the basic na~re of the Palestinian, Nami
bian and South African probfems are aimed at containing
the upsurge of the peoples' liberation movement by trying
to make it appear in an East-West context with which it is
in no way concerned.

81. In the Middle East, the deterioration of the situation
which arose as a result of the Camp David agreements
has now entered a crucial phase. At the present time, we
see increased manifestations of the ag~ssiveness of the
Zionist entity directed against the Palestinian people and
other peoples of the region. The repeated acts of aggres
sion against martyred Lebanon, which is thus threatened
with criminal dismemberment, the bombing of Iraq's nu
clear installations which were set up for peaceful pur
poses, the unbridled repression of the Arab populations of
the occupied territories-all that allows us to gauge the
very strange concept of peace which, from the outset,
was intended solely to liquidate the cause of the Palesti
nian people and reshape the entire Middle East for foreign
purposes. In that respect, the strategic co-operation which
has just become official doctrine is fraught with danger
for _that sorely tried region.

82. As long as the Palestinian people are not enabled to
exercise their national rights, as long as a genuine process
of peace has not been initiated, with the full participation
of the Palestine Liberation Organization, its sole and le
gitimate representative, any attempt at a solution which is
not mindful of the origin of that crisis and merely dwells
on its manifestations will be "Ointless.

83. In southern Africa, the Pretoria regime, through its
practice of apartheid, its illegal ~cupation of Namibia
and its acts of aggression against States in that region, is
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seriously damaging the United Nations by undermining its
foundations and defying its authority.

84. The eighth emergency special session of the General
Assembly will undoubtedly have strengthened the interna
tional consensus on the need for the immediate indepen
dence of Namibia on the basis of the strict implementa
tion of Security Council resolution 435 (1978), applied in
its entirety. That consensus must preyail. It must bring
about the independence of Namibia which will be the
culminating point in the heroic struggle of its people, un
der the leadership of the South West Africa People's
Organization [SWAPO], its sole authentic representative.

85. The same battle must be waged against apartheid,
the most retrograde and unacceptable system.

86.. Whether overt or potential, other crises need to be
resolved. Whether it be Afghanistan, the Iran-Iraq con
flict, Korea or Cyprus. full and frank dialogue is the pre
ferred way to promote political solutions through which,
in accordance with international norms, the rights of each
individual to live in peace and dignity will prevail.

87. In the context of the tireless efforts which have been
made by OAU, the eighteenth session of its Assembly of
Heads of State and Government has defined the elements
of a just and final settlement of the question of Western
Sahara [see A/36/534, annex II, resolution AHG/Res.l03
(XVIII)] ..

88. In deciding to organize and hold a general and free
referendum on self-determination among the people of
Western Sahara and to work towards bringing about a
cease-fire, and in creating the Implementation Committee
for that purpose, the African Heads of State intended to
make every effort to achieve the fmal decolonization of
that Territory. This desire to put back on the rails that
process which had long been impeded and to bring it to
completion can be seen through the intricate machinery
which was defined by the Implementation Committee,
such as the establishment of an impartial interim admin
istration. the constitution of an international peace-keep
ing force and the imposition of a cease-fire by both par
ties to the conflict by means of negotiations undertaken
under the auspices of the Implementation Committee [see
A/36/512. annex].

89. The direct responsibility and the authority of the Im
plementation Committee in carrying out that process, as
well,as the involvement of the United Nations in bringing
it about, are the best guarantees that it will be properly
conducted.

90. Here I wish to pay a tribute to the OAD and to the
Heads of the States members of its Implementation Com
mittee for their laudable efforts with a view to a solution
which will be freely determined. Algeria, whose position

. on that question is the same as that of the OAU and of the
United Natic~s. can only reaffirm its availability to help
both belligerent parties, Morocco and the POLISARIO
Front,2 to undertake full and frank negotiatioils with a
view to establishing a cease-fire in order to create the
required impetus for the establishment of peace.

91. Peace is the pre-condition for development: HOW'
ever, it is by no means sufficient in itself. Peace and de
velopment are inseparable and must be part of a clear
sighted and ambitious perception of' a future for mankind
which is characterized by solidarity. It is precisely that
perception of the world which the non-aligned movement
brings before the international community.

92. This year, our movement is celebrating its twentieth
annivelI'Sary. It bears within itself the aspirations of man
kind to peace and progress. It invites us collectively to
devote ourselves, through democratic dialogue, to the task
of rationally planning the new political and economic
space of our times.

93. That undertaking has peace and development as its
key words. It requires that the unjust and tension-produc
ing structures of the present system of international rela
tions be replaced by an egalitarian order, built with the
assistance of all and for the benefit of all. It is designed
to promote an international order which would be an au
thentic product of universal dvilization and a common in
tellectual effort to ensure the common good.

94. The dialogue which the third world is today propos
ing takes on the connotation of an historic dialogue; dia
logue which will generate a universal era of peace; peace
which will enable each people to take charge of its own
affairs and which will make Qf our planet a true land of
men.

95. Mr. ADDERLEY (Bahamas): Before I begin my
statement, I wish to make reference to the news this
morning of the attempt to assassinate President Sadat. I
wish to convey our regret to the Government of Egypt,
with our hope for his speedy recovery. It is unfortunate
that the world should again be traumatized by such an act
of violence against a man perceived as a man of p....,ace.

96. Sir, it is a pleasure for me on behalf of the Baha
mian delegation to congratulate you on your election to
the presidency of the General Assembly. You assume of
fice with high qualifications for the post, and with the
acquired experience and stature which you possess you are
especially well equipped to guide the affairs of this \mU
bled session. I wish you success in that demanding office
and pledge the support of my delegation to you and your
colleagues in the General Committee, and I add to that
wish our hopes for a realistically productive thirty-sixth
session.

97. I also wish to pay a tribute to your distinguished
predecessor, Mr. Rudiger von Wechmar (if the Federal Re
public of Germany, who presided over the thirty-fifth ses
sion, which at times appeared unending. We are indebted
to him for the tact and skill, the patience and tolerance
with which he carried out the functions of his office.

98. I wish to take this opportunity to express the pro
found appreciation of my delegation and of the Govern
ment of the Bahamas for the unceasing efforts which the
Secretary-General has exerted in the pursuit of the goals
and objectives of the Charter of the United Nations over
the past years. Within the limits imposed upon him by
institutional restraints as well as by an absence of either
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will or. desire on the part of some States to reach the
consensus which I believe the peoples of the world want
in the pursuit of peace, economic security, self-determina
tion and racial dignity for all people, he has preserved the
integrity of his office and the credibility of the Organiza-
tion. .

99. It is a pleasant duty to welcome the new Member
Stat~sof Vanuatu and Belize. Their admission is further
~vldence of the universality which the Organization is ap
proaching, albeit at a "glacial;' pace-although that goal
is resisted, sometimes fiercely, by a powerful minority
that would still deny men freedom. In the case of Belize,
particular pleasure is ex~rienced by us in the Bahamas
because of the small part which we were able to play in
the final stages of its attainment of independence. It is to
be expected that it will not be long before the lingering
shadow cast over the universal accepiance of Belize by
the internatidtlal community, with one exception, will be
dispelled by that one, which, though bigger and more
powerful, was itself once an object of colonialism, a colo
nialism long since removed.

100. I wish to recall the following words spoken at the
twenty-eighth session, on the occasion· of the admission of
the Bahamas to membership of the United Nations, by the
Prime Minister of the Bahamas then and now, the Hon
ourable Lynden O. Pindling:

"We believe that we can make a contribution to a
better international understanding by sharing our expe
riences in human relations, in effecting change without
disorder and revolution without bloodshed, and in de
veloping a stable economic and social order. We of the
Commonwealth of the Bahamas are aware that it is in
deed unrealistic to think that nation-States can exist in
isolation. No man is an island unto himself, nor is any
nation. There is need for perpetual interdependence of
the big and the small which will guarantee the per
petuation of the United Nations as the centre for the
harmonization of the actions of nations concerned with
international peace and security, equality and freedom,
economic and social justice, for all. peoples.

"While man is reaching dramatically into the infinite
limits of outer space and the fascinating confines of
ocean depths, he is also prosaically reaching into his
own mind to reassess ..his global value-system, which
has yet to acknowledge that a world dominated by
power politics and calculated alignments of self-interest
and fear is less important than a world morality as ex
pressed in the Charter of the United Nations. The Com
monwealth of the Bahamas subscribes to the concept of
alignments of States having in common respect for
human and spiritual values rooted in belief in the abso
lutely indivisible freedom of the mind of man. "
[2119th meeting, paras. 179 and 180.]

101. Those sentiments, expressed eight years ago, en
capsuled then and continl~e to encapsule the morality by
which we in the. Bahamas believe the international com
munity ought to be guided.

102. It is not inaccurate to suggest that there are some
few States which would pr~fer that the United Nations did

not exist at all and there are some which do not care
whether it exists or not-those to. which it would not mat
ter whether it existed or not. All of those collectively are
fortunately in a minority, but unfortunately they constitute
a minority which includes those who are rich. and those
who are powerful and those who are both rich and power
ful.

103. It would not be accurate to suggest that the United
Nations has failed to satisfy the objectives of its. Charter,
neither would it be accurate to suggest that it has suc
ceeded. But in the scales of assessment, we must weigh
the fact that the Organization has provided a forum which
has helped to avert a major world conflict for over 30
years; moreover, the major positiv,:} feature of world af
fairs must be recognized to be the continuing functional
co-operation of the organizations of the United Nations
system with its Member States in the pursuit of practical
solutions of social, educational and economic problems
with the aim of improving the qualify of life for all the
world's people. But it also needs to be said that, in our
experience, it is evident that a disproportionate'partof Hie
total assistance provided is allocated to adminismtive
costs which help to maintain the enormous administmtive
establishment of the United Nations, with too little being
allocated to technical assistance in each recipient country.

104. It is also a very unfortunate reflection on some
Member States that some of those that are best able to
carry a less disproportionate share of the cost of technical
assistance persist in deferrin.g their obligations to bear the
level which they ought to be bearing. The level of such
contributions needs to be increased in direct relationship
to the legitimate demands being made for technical as
sistance and economic development, without which there
will be no stability in the world. Yet those who ought to
be in the forefront of the battle, learling the way, invite us
to stand still and to be patient, thereby encouraging the
political forces of extremism of both the political right
and left.

105. However, the scales of assessment must ~Jso take
into account the fact that the agenda of the present session
faithfully reflects political and ideological conflicts that
have characterized the United Nations for over 30 years,
the intransigence of Members, and the failure collectively
to recognize that all the people of the world are not yet
free.

106. It is a geopolitical fact which is recognized in few
places apart from the Bahamas that we occupy a peculiar
geographical position in the world in which our closest
neighbour to the south is the Republic of Cuba and our
closest neighbour to the north is the United States of
America. .

107. No country in the world prizes its freedom, inde
pendence, sovereignty and parliamentary democracy more
fiercely than the Bahamas. The legacies of the former
colonial. slave societies which also evolved as multiracial
societies have implicit in their existence some fundamen
tal cultural contradictions and problems which have yet to
be eradicated. The Bahamas is not unique in this; neiJher
is it peculiar to us that the most urgent post-colonial task
of our society is its economic and social reconstruction
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and development. It is therefore to be expected that our
priorities must of necessity be somewhat different from
the priorities of those countries whose colonial histories
are different -and more remote or countries that never
really had any. "

108. Ideological conflicts which to some seem vital, to
us take on less aw~some significance as the difficulties to
be overcome in the course of economic and social devel
opment are further impeded by ideological conflicts,
which do the greatest damage to the preservation of sov
ereign independence in our region.

109. Unless there is agreement by all relevant States to
accept the ideological plurality of the Caribbean region,
including both its island and mainland States, our region
will be plagued by friction, potential military conflicts
and the constant threat of political instability.

110. We are rightly proud of the level of liberty and
freedom enjoyed by the peoples of the Bahamas, but we
are not unmindful of the fact that that level of sovereignty
is still denied large numbers of persons in the world. Yet
everywhere there is today some movement, sometimes
overt and sometimes less open, where people are attempt
ing to secure a larger measure of political freedom and
more real control over the~r own affairs. N6 super-Power,
armed might or economic authority can defer indefinitely
the p,~ples' movements, which we support everywhere,
-in which man 'claims freedom from minority rule and eco
nomic oppression. These movements may take the form
of peaceful revolution, such as we were able to achieve in
the Bahamas; others may be less fortunate and may
choose a separate route. But so long as the ultimate ob
jective is greater freedom through giving the people the
unfettered right to choose their own form of government,
who could find fault with that?

Ill. O."1.e of the cultural and social phenomena of some
States of our region is that their unique history has pro
duced some special ethnic mixtures. It is an embarrass
ment to some and an affront to others that it is still true
that, while the descendants of the sons of Africa in our
part of the world are always among those for whom the
greatest measure of social and political freedom and jus
tice needs to be attained, they continue to be denied them
because of the social and ethnic intransigence of both the
ideological right and left.

112. It is not trite to inquire here who speaks with a
powerful, clear and credible voice for human rights today.
The old order of the world of the ideological right and
left has failed to provide either leadership or hope for
mankind. Super-Powers feed us unrelentingly with a mo
rality of physical confrontation, and our hope for peace
and tranquillity is balanced on the scales of nuclear parity
and deterrence. I do not believe that mankind is ennobled
or that the people of the world are impressed or their lives
enriched by the magnificent means of wHrld destruction
which are being accumulated, but I do believe that all
people are dismayed, frustrated and frigh'tt:ned by the:m.
Those who value power over principle and>political id\~

ology over ideas and reason occupy the seatS',of the ~()n

trollers of our destiny. Freedom and democracy are on the
defensive.

113. Those who have the voices, the power and the
riches to mobilize those forces which do exist and which
are in pursuit of democracy, political freedom, tenitorial
integrity .and economic and racial justice are silenced
completely or subdued.

114. la1e recognizable power centres of the world are
locked in the bondage of power politics as they are held
hostage by their histories and cultures, which time is
passing by.

115. Is it too much to hope that during this thirty-sixth
session of the Assembly of the nations of the world some
tangible signs will be evidenced that will touch the con
science of mankind, inspire in the mighty some vision,
reason and courage to promote and encourage and indeed
lead those who cry out for more freedom, more dem.oc
racy, more regard for human rights and more economic
and racial justice?

116. In the view of the Government of the Bahamas,
the most intractable and urgent issues which have to be
approached during the f.hirty-sixth session of the General
Assembly include deoolonization; disarmament; persistent
international conflicts, especially in the Middle East,
Kampnchea and Cyprus; develop~rtt and the need for
international co-operation without discrimination in the re
lated fields of human rights, economic and social devel
opment, energy and the environment, the law of the sea,
drug control and refugees. Indeed, for the Bahamas, drug
trafficking, economic refugees and the threat of economic
discrimination are of crucial importance as they represent
at this time immediate obstacles to our continued develop
ment.

.
117. How much longer will South Africa be allowed to
violate the dignity of the Namiilian people and the direc
tives of the United Natiom, which embody, inter alia,
some of the most sacred principles of the Charter? South
Africa not only continues to practise with virtual impunity
a colonialist policy over the people of Namibia but is pre
pared with similar impunity to pursue a militaristic ag
gression adding a new dimension to the problem. The
Bahamas further condemns, once again, the apartheid
policy of the Government of South Africa. The Bahamas
also Wholeheartedly supports military, economic and cul
tural sanctions against South Africa. The Government of
the Bahamas further reiterates its support for the immedi
ate implementation of Security Council resolution 435
(1978) as the basis for democratic rule and independence
for Namibia.

118. Nothing in modem world history has affronted the
dignity of so many people in the world as the racialpol
icies of the Government of South Africa. The overwhelm
ing majority of the people of the world are at war with
the soul of SOU~l Africa as it is at present governed. Out
side the African continent, there is a preception that in
South Africa a white racistmitlority discriminates .against
and oppresses a black South African majority. That part
of the picture is, to be sure, true, but it is incomplete in
so far as it is a perception which does not recognize that
apartheid goes beyond discrimination and oppression. For
the Government of South Africa, locked as it is in the
cocoon of its Perversity, apartheid is a religion, the soul
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126. The situation in Kampuchea represents a further
test of the will of the Organizat1on to uphold the princi
ples, enshrined in the Charter, of sovereignty, territorial
integrity, political independence, non-use of force and
non-intervention. The Government of the Bahamas again
condemns the violation of these principles in Kampuchea
and further reiterates its call for the implement~tion by all
Member States, particularly the principal parties to the
conflict in Kampuchea, of the relevant resolutions of the
United Nations and endorses the establishment and aims
of the Ad Hoc Committee called for by the recently con
cluded International Conference on Kampuchea.3

principal weapon of destruction was a bow and arrow.
Those super-Powers and others who take such pride in
their nuclear weapons and other means of national de
struction have absolutely no idea how the rest of us feel
about them. It would be a lot less frightening if it were
possible for them to use their magnificent weapuns on
one another and if their wars affected no one else but
unhappily this is not to be. Sovereign as such Powers are,
it is a vain hope to expect that what they perceive to be
their needs will be unduly influenced by what the rest of
the nations of the world perceive their own needs to be.

127. Cyprus is 3Jlother area of tension which the Organ
ization has ~ obligation to defuse. In this context, my
delegation concurs with the statement-and even warn
ing-of the Secretary-General when he observed in his
report on the work of the Organization with respect to the

125. The situation in the Middle East is another part of
our collective efforts towards international peace and se
curity, which has taxed the energies of the Organization
since its inception. The right:to self-determination of the
Palestinian people and of Israel remains the major issue of
this complex conflict. A peaceful settlement in which the
United Nations is a principal actor is therefore all the
more urgent. Following from this basic premise, the posi
tion of the Government of the Bahamas, as has already
been stated before this Assembly, consists of the follow
ing points: the acquisition of territo,ry by force is un
acceptable; Israel must end the occupation of territories it
has held since the 1967 war; the sovereignty, territorial
integrity and independence of each State in the region
must be respected, as well as the right of the citizens of
each State in the region to live in peace within secure and
recognized boundaries; and the establishment of a just and
durable peace must take account of the inalienable righ~s

of the Palestinians.

124. Our age is at present consumed in a contest be
tween the major PowerS and their allies for the allegiance
of the world, either through friendship or through fem: At
the core of the contest are the competing ideologies of the
major Powers, which they see as representing the sources
of their cultures and civilizations. Gro~sly oversimplified,
this is no more than a perception of the need for self
preservation. That which sovereign nations conceive to be
their needs, in the interest of their national security, will
continue to constitute a serious obstacle to disarmament.
This does not mean that the goal of disarmament is im
possible to attain, but rather that a fuller realization is
needed that armaments are the effects of other pelceptions
which may in the end not be too difficult to overcome.

of their nation which gives it strength, the psychology of
its people which gives them courage and a culture which
gives meaning to their existence. We ought also not to
underestimate the extent to which the Government of
South Africa and the philosophy which it promotes repre
sents an acceptable symbol to powerful ethnic forces in
the world that cling to the belief that some men are more
equal than others.

121. As the Assembly is aware, the question of disarm
ament has been before the United Nations since its first
session. While it would be unfair to say that no progress
at all has been made towards reduction in arms build-up,
both nuclear and conventional, it is clearly evident that
this world body and its constituent Member States have a
long way to go before the theory that a world without
arms is a world without war can even be a credible prop
osition.

119. Nothing which I say ought to be interpreted in
such a way as to weaken our resolve to persist until this
unique evil is destroyed, but the philosophy of apartheid
and its fellow-travellers will not be destroyed unless we
are collectively prepared to revise some of our tactics in
order to achieve our objei:tives. Most important of all, we
have to destroy the illusion which it is seeking to create
that South Africa is governed by normal people capable
of conventional-, reason and intelligence and that in the
fullness of time their own enlightened self-interest will
force chan~e upon them, for it will never happen that
way. We ought never to indulge in the self-delusion that
there are conventional means by which apartheid will be
renounced and abandoned voluntarily by South Africa be
cause that regime wiH ultimately come to the conclusion
that that is the right thing to do.

120. This South African Government's religion and phi
losophy can only survive, too, because it has so many
friends outside South Africa to give it aid and comfort.
The war against apartheid must therefore be intensified
.)utside South Africa against people who are capable of
iti1lSOn and intelligence and who ought to know what en
lightened self-interest is.

122. However, because of the circumstances in which
we find ourselves today, the current Disarmament Decade
is, in the final analysis, an expression of hope, a new
opportunity which we ought not to miss. It is in this spirit
that the Bahamas looks forward to the second special ses
sion of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament.
For the hopes underlying the Disarmament Decade to be
come realities, it is imperative that the second special ses
sion devoted to disarmament build on the solid foundation
of the Programme of Action contained in the keystone
Final Document of the first special session devoted to dis
armament [resolution 8-1012]. The second special session
must also fashion a structure for armament control and
peace which faithfully reflects the important and la
boriously obtained compromises and solutions affecting
disarmament arrived at in the resolutions of the First
Committee between States of varying stages of develop
ment, with or without nuclear capacity.

123. Unfortun.at~y, man's perception of himself and his
surrouooings ~as not changed much in the years since his
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situation in Cyprus that "continued delay [towards an
agreed solution] . . . only serves to consolidate the status
quo, which both parties have found to be unsatisfactory"
[see A/36/1 J s~et. IV]. My delegation therefore exhorts
the parties concerned to intensify their negotiations via
the intercommunal talks. It also calls for full respect for
and implementation of the resolutions of the United
Nations on this qu~stion, particularly those provisions
which affmn the sovereignty, territorial integrity and in
dependence of Cyprus, demand the withdrawal of foreign
troops and urge the voluntary return of refugees to their
homeland in safety.

128. There has never before been a greater need to find
the means to reconcile the perceived needs of sovereign
nations and the known needs for greater international co
operation in economic development. But there has never
been a time for greater co-operation, not confrontation, in
finding the means to s1J(:h a reconciliation. There are
powerful voices in the world which would, perhaps with
out understanding, lead us to confrontation. The Bahamas
fmnly supports the launching as soon as possible of the
global negotiations relating to international economic co
operation for development on the basis of the consensus
to be found in resolution 34/138, in which the General
Assembly emphasized "the imperative need to establish a
new system of international economic relations based on
the principles of equality and mutual benefit and also to
promote the common interest of all countries".

129. There' is an obvious relationship between political
independence and economic independence, and there is
an equally obvious relationship between political indepen
dence and the global ideological conflict in which,
willingly or not, .we are caught up. So it must follow that
a failure to reach agreement on the means by which eco
noruic independence will be achieved is bound to influ
ence political and ideological considerations. Hence it re
quires that those of us who wish to preserve our freedom
and our political independence persist by means of the
reconciliation of legitimately conflicting points of view
among developed and developing countries.

130. Freedom and political independence are rich har
vests to reap, but they become a poor feast at the table of
economic dependence. The economic philosophy of de
velopment which dictates that the rich should get richer
and let riches trickle down to the poor is an affront to
national dignity and sovereign independence. It is a phi
losophy of dependence worse than colonialism. The evo
lution of a more equitable system of economic relations
among nations must not be deferred by those who fail to
realize that total interdependence of the world requires,
paradoxically, that the road of self-sufficiency and eco
nomic independence is called co-operation.

131. I wish to state that my Government has been en
couraged by the progress made at the last session of the
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea,
particularly by the adoption of a prognunme of work
which envisages the completion of the work.of the Con
ference next spring, and by the choice of J~ca and the
Federal Republic of Germany as the seats of the future
International Sea-Bed Authority and the International 1li
bunal for the Law of the Sea, respectively. The Bahamas

regards the compromise text submitted by the President of
the Conference on the delimitation of the exclusive ec0

nomic zone and the continental shelf between States with
opposite or adjacent coasts as a major step towards the
settlement of the complex issue of delimitation.

132. The problem of drug control and, in the case of
the Bahamas, that of trafficking ill drugs are among the
primary social problems facing the Bahamas today. The
geography of the Bahamas itself and its geographical lo
cation are contributory factors in the incidence of the traf
fic in drugs through our archipelago. The Bahamas covers
an area of almost 100,000 nautical square miles of water
with many isolated islands where ships and aircraft en
gaged in drug trafficking may seek haven to elude detec
tion. The geographical location of the Bahamas also
makes it a convenient transit country for illegal drugs
destined for the big and profitable markets in North
America.

133. The Bahamas is not now and has never been a pro
ducer of drugs and is not, in the international context, a
major consumer, but consumption in the Bahamas has in
creased in dire=t relation to the volume of traffic passing
through. Producer countries are generally south of the
Bahamas; a major consumer country is to the north. This
puts us in an unenviable position. Drug trafficking
through the Bahamas .is straining the economic, moral
and social fabric of the islands of our Commonwealth.
What is important to the Bahamas is the effect the traffic
in drugs is having on small Bahamian communities where
a high percentage of the adult male population may find it
economically advantageous to become involveQ in this il
licit business. This is a moral and cultural threat the long
term ramifications of which could be devastating to us.

134. The major participants in this trade are not Baha
mian nationals. They are almost all nationals of producer
and consumer States. It can therefore be readily under
stood why the primary concern of the Bahamas in this
matter is for greater involvement of the United Nations
system to internationalize the approaches to these prob
lems of trafficking so that those who contribute the most
to the traffic, that is, producer and consumer countries,
should be required to bear a greater share of the burden of
law enforcement and eradication. -

135. The resources of the Bahamas, a developing coun
try, are not unlimited. Narcotics control should not have
to be in competition v·m social services for funding from
the national budget. What is urgently needed is adequate
international co-operation among all States: the producer
States, the consumer States and transit States such as the
Bahamas. To this end, my Government supports the in
~lusion in the agenda of the Assembly at this session of
the new item entitled "International campaign against
traffic in drugs" [item 129]. '

136. The Bahamas wishes to see the problem of interna
tional drug control in all its aspects given priority in the
United Nations system. As a new member of the Com
mission on Narcotic Drugs, my Government pledges itself
to do its utmost to work for the speedy implementation of
the suggested international measures which have been dis
cussed and recommended in this and other bodies.
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137. Successive Governments of the Bahamas over al
most 30 years, before and since its independence, have
had to contend with the social and economic problems
associated with the continuing movement of economic ref
ugees. We are not unmindful of the problems of refugees
and displaced persons in other parts of the world perhaps
in even more distressing circumstances. But after having
had to deal alone with this problem for such a length of
time, ;It is not inappropriate for us to draw attention to the
urgent need for the United Nations system to reappraise
the criteria now used to define refugees and to determine
eligibility for emergency assistance for refugees. Some
nations have the capacity to absorb large numbers of im
migrants, whether as refugees or as illegal immigrants,
and among big nations some are more generous than oth
ers. But it is evident that, ~ven among the physically big
and exceptionally endowed nations with skill and re-

.sources in ablHldance, some remedies must be found and
some limits placed upon the influx of refugees.

138. In Latin America and the Caribbean, the problem
has assumed and will continue to assume proportions
which place enormous burdens on developing countries
attempting to improve the quality of life for their people.

139. We in the Bahamas have had more than our tolera
ble share of economic refugees, who have come to our
shores in flight from despair and desperately dehumaniz
ing economic circumstances. The record will show that
over almost 30 years we have provided a safe haven for
numbers greater than our small country ought to have
been required to accept, but we have done so with toler
ance. Nevertheless, the problem remains and persists, and
with varying degrees of intensity it will continue to im
pinge upon the development of countries in the area.
Those countries from which such persons are refugees ·are
in the unhappy position of not being able to keep pace
with their own needs, which requires a separate interna
tionaleffort, but I am concerned here with drawing inter
national attention to the urgent need to re-examine the
role which the United Nations ought properly to play in
the relief of the human tragedies which plague these peo
ple.

140. The tourist trade is the virtual life-blood of the
small country which I have the honour to represent here.
Indeed, we ·have been the pioneers in travel and tourism
in our part of the world; and such progress as we have
made in the economic development of the Bahamas can
be attributed for the most part to the success which we
have achieved in an industry which was begun in the
Bahamas in the last century.

141. That industry has served to create in the Bahamas
a positive awareness or" the need for better human rela
tions between people of different nationalities. We have a
reputation for tolerance and the acceptance of foreign na
tionals and foreign cultures in the Bahamas. We know
that contact and communication at the level of the indi
vidual human being does more to build a world of under
standing than political or diplomatic speeches, or even
resolutions of the United Nations. We have come to re
gard tourism as a bridge for understanding between peo
ple. It is also the principle sou~e of our national income.
The example which we hav~ set has been an inspire-tion to

the States of the Caribbean region, which have taken heed
of the success we have made of the travel and tourist in
dustry as it has become, at the same time, an interna
tional industry of the twentieth-century world.

142. Freedom of travel in a non-discriminatory fashion
has therefore not only made us a leader in the industry,
aided the economic and social development of our peopie
and made us a community of many nationalities but also
created in us an international consciousness and made us
a promoter of one world. The Preamble to the Charter of
the United Nations enjoins. us "to practice tolerance and
live together in peace with one another as good neigh
bours". How better to live as good neighbours than' to
know one another; how better to know one another than to
meet one another; how better to meet one another than to
travel?

143. We have therefore to reject as inconsistent with the
purposes for which the United Nations was founded any
attempts which have the effect of restricting peoples' free
dom to engage in lawful travel and any measures which
have the effect of discriminating between one tourist des
tination and another.

144. The Bahamas therefore hopes that the United
Nations system will give high priority to the promotion of
the travel and tourist industry as the most effective means
of developing better understanding among people and at
the same time giving greater stimulation to international
trade and economic development.

145. I am aware of the hymnal direction to "beware of
easy speeches", so during the course of this session the
Bahamian delegation will seek to put to the relevant com
mittees of the Organization, where appropriate and possi
ble, b~ose ideas for practical implementation which may
contribute to the production of realistic solutions to our
many problems.

146. My delegation wishes to reaffirm its full support
for the United Nations system, which for us represents
the only international hope for the honourable resolution
of the problems of mankind, which, after all, are not of
the making of the majority of States represented here.

147. In conclusion, I woulq refer to some words spoken
at the eighteenth session by a former representative of our
host country to the United Nations upon the dea!l! of his
President, in November 1963, which I respectfully com
mend to the Assembly:

- "We shall not soon forget that he held fast to a vi
sion of a world in which the peace is secure; in which
inevitable conflicts are reconciled by pacific means; in
which nations devote their energies to the welfare of all
their citizens; and in which the vast and colourful di
versity of human society can flourish in a restless,
competitive search for a better society.

"We shall not soon forget that by word and by deed
he gave· proof of profound confidence in the present
value and the future promise of this great Organization,
the United Nations." [l264th meeting, paras. 193 and
194.]
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148. Mr. LEGWAILA (Botswana); It is my privilege,
Sir, to proffer my delegation's sincere congratulations on
your elevation to the presidency of the thirty-sixth session
of the General Assembly. We fully share the conviction
repeatedly expressed by those who have spoken before us
that under your eminent stewardship this session will un
doubtedly be crowned with success.

149. We take off Qur hats to your equally illustrious
predecessor for the brilliant manner in" which he steered
the deliberations of the thirty-fifth session. May he con
tinue .to shine in his new endeavours.

150. We are also in no small measure beholden to the
Secretary-General, who has selflessly continued to spend
sleepless nights and restless days in the service of man
kind.

151. It is with great pride and a sense of achievement
that we welcome to our midst the Republic of Vanuatu.
Every addition to the membership of this family of na
tions represents to us an additional nail in the coffin of
colonialism.

152. We are equally' proud to welcome to independence
and freedom the new State of Belize, which came into
being only 16 days ago. The people of Belize are free at
last and we all have every reason to rejoice: We wish
them a very happy future.

153. Botswana continues to attach great importance to
the annual sessions of this great assembly of nations.
There is, in our view, some virtue in the ritual of speech
making, in the festival of words in which we engage
every year, for we know only too well that when nations
stop talking they start fighting.

154. Gathered here today, as in the past, are nations big
and small, rich and poor, weak and strong, brought to
gether by their common desire and determination to nur
ture and preserve their collective freedom, independence
and security under the protective umbrella of the United
Nations. Of necessity, every year scores of presidents,
prime ministers and foreign ministers come on a pil
grimage to this meeting-place of nations to speak of peace
and the brotherhood of man. This is as it should be, for
the United Nations was founded precisely for the sole
purpose of m~intaining peace and security and fostering
the growth of a spirit of mutual understanding among na
tions in a world scarred by two wars in this century
alone.

155. And yet a quick glance at the agenda will reveal
that the foundations of peace are as weak as ever. Old
issues still crowd the agenda of every session of the As
sembly. The world in which we live, 36 years after the
founding of the United Nations/ continues to be poised
precariously on an increasingly fading borderline between
peace and war, between order and chaos, between sanity
and madness. The cold war between the East and the
West has been given a new lease of life &tld is threatening
to heat up as the two super-Powers resume.. their deadly
and wasteful competition for nuclear anns\superiority.
Billions of dollars are bt":ing wasted on a suh;idal arms
race at the end of which there will certainly be no winner.
The super-Powers already have in then- possession a lethal

arsenal more than sufficient to destroy each other and the
rest of us many times over.

156. Inevitably, the escalation of the cold war ~as

heightened tension all over the world, particularly in areas
of endemic conflict such as southern Africa. That tur
bulent region of our continent has in recent months be
come a viciously contested area for contending seekers
after geopolitical spheres of influence and may yet pro
vide the spark to start the conflagration we have always
feared and tried to avoid.

157. The problems of southern Africa are not insoluble.
A racial conflagration is not necessarily inevitable in that
area. For Namibia we have a plan which has been ac
<..cpted by the parties concerned and endorsed qy the Se
curity Council in resolution 435 (1978) and which must
be implemented without any further delay if the patience
of the oppressed is not to run out. There is still a great
deal of goodwill among those who have waited so long
for their freedom. The front-line States and Africa as a
whole have invested a great deal of hope in the United
Nations plan, not out of fear of the alternative path to
Namibia's freedom but as a demonstration of our abiding
faith in peaceful change and the peaceful resolution of
conflicts.

158. It would be unfortunate, therefore, if our goodwill
and our good faith were to be mistaken for capitulation or
weakness. The five Western Powers, in particular, which
laboured so hard three years ago to produce the United
Nations plan, ought to n-,alize that within their grasp lies
a golden opportunity to play an historic role in the peace
ful liberation of Namibia before it is too late. They ought
to realize that the permissiveness with which they have
treated South Africa thus far can only stiffen that coun
try's resolve to continue to gnaw at the very soul of Seu

curity Council resolution 435 (1978) until the resolution
resembles some Bantustan plan. South Africa must be
compelled to show good faith if SWAPO is to be ex
pected to continue to be as reasonable as it has always
been.

159. There has been a great deal of speculation in the
media in the past few weeks about the imminence of a
breakthrough in the stalemate that has characterized the
period since the Geneva pre-implementation meeting. On
24 September, the five Western Powers met here in New
York in an atmosphere of heightene~ expectation. Twelve
days later we are still in a state of anticipation because
what transpired at the meeting on 24 September remains
shmuded in mystery. We have not lost hope, but there is
up to now nothing to encourage us in our stubborn hope
fulness. The onus is OJ! the Five Powers to deliver South
Africa and there is very little time in which to do so. The
road of silent agony is by no means endless.

160. The stalemate in the Namibian negotiations has
created a dangerous situation in our area. The recent inva
sion of Angola by South Africa, using ,Namibia as a
launching pad, has not only betrayed Pretoria's sinister in
tentions vis-a-vis the whole situation in southern Africa; it
has also in no small measure showed how close the area
is to becoming a cockpit of super':Power confrontation.

161. South Africa has been very much encouraged by
Washington's popJ.llar song about the presence of Cubans
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and RUssians in Angola. The reported capture by South
African terrorist troops of one Russian in southern Angola
and the discovery of one bottle of vodka in the house he
is alleged to have occupied seem to have been received
well in the capitals of the Western world. Frantic attempts
are now being made to blame Angola for acts committed
by South Africa. Efforts are being.. made to blame the
Soviet Union and Cuba for acts of aggression committed
by ~oo~ Africa.

162. Neither the Cubans nor the Russians in Angola
have ever posed a threat to the security or stability of
southern Africa. On the contrary, they are in Angola pre
cisely because, using Namibia as a military base, South
Africa invaded Angola in 1975 and has continued to vio
late the territorial integrity of that country with impunity.
Angola had every right to seek assistance from its friends
and will continue to exercise that right so long as South
African ~ts of ~ggression continue.

163. South Africa has itself to blame for the political
pollution in southern Africa. Angola is what it is because
of the abortive attempt by South Africa in 1975 to destroy
that country at birth. Namibia is in the mess it is in be
cause for more than. 60 years South Africa has used the
Territory as if it were part of South Africa, in blatant
defiance of the decisions of both the League of Nations
and the United Nations. Southern Africa is in a state of
turmoil because South Africa has decided to destabilize
any country in the area which refuses to be cowed into
submission in the struggle against apartheid and Pretoria's
illegal occupation of Namibia.

164. And yet all these provocations have not deterred
and will not deter us from pursuing the cause of peace in
Namibia as far as we possibly can. There can be a solu~:

tion to the Namibian problem and, indeed, the plan exists
to produce such a solution. The front-line States, Africa
and SWAPO are more than ready to co-operate with the
five Western Powers and the United Nations in the imple
mentation of resolution 435 (1978) and thus end once and
for all the sad Namibian saga.

165. The liberation of Namibia is, of course, inextrica
bly bound up with the struggle against the pernicious ide
ology of apartheid in South Africa, where a stubborn
white minority regime has elected to resist with all the
power at its disposal every effort aimed at persuading it to
abandon the suicidal course on which it set itself 33 years
ago. The past four years have witnessed frantic attempts
by the South African regime to convince the world that
the white. man cannot survive in South Africa without in
stitutionalized racism. In other words, we are told that for
the white man to survive in South Africa there must be
racial discrimination in the country; blacks and whites
must have separate toilets, separate bars, separate schools,
separate residential areas and, indeed, separate ceme
teries.

166. No, apartheid is inimical to the survival of the
white man in South Africa. By refusing to recognize the
aspirations of black South Africans, by depriving the
black majority of its he~tage, the citizenship of its own
country, white South Africans have jeopardized their own
survival in South Africa.

167. So have the people of Israel in the Middle East;
they seem to have vowed never to live in peace with their
neighbours, whose lands Israel has forcibly added to its
own and continues to occupy in arrogant defiance of
United Nations decisions. There can be no peace in the
Middle East so long as Israel refuses not only to end its
occupation of Arab lands, but also-and this is crucial
to recognize the right of the people of Palestine to live as
a free nation in its own independent sovereign State.

168. There can be no peace in the Middle East as long
as Israel believes that its survival in that area depends
entirely on its military might. The destruction of Iraq's
nuclear reactor does not in any way enhance the prospects
for peace in the Middle East, nor does it ensure the sur
vival of Israel. The.systematic bombing of Lebanon by
Israel can only accelerate the dangerous drift towards a
bloody regional confrontation in the Middle East.

169. Yes, we remain committed to the survival of the
State of Israel, but only within its pre-1967 boundaries.
We also, with equal tenacity, remain committed to the
struggle of the Palestinian people for freedom. It has
every right to have a country it can truly call its own.

170. On the question of Korea, we believe it is only fair
and just that we should leave the two parts of the divided
country alone to solve, in peace and without any external
interference of·any kind, the problem of reunification.
Both Koreas want reunification; it is only in the method
of achieving the objective that the two sides may differ.
The important thing, howeverz. is that we should leave
them alone to resolve their differences.

. 171. Asia has its own problems. Afghanistan is still
where it was when we met here last year. Soviet troops
are still in the country in spite of our urgings that they be
withdrawn. We insist that they be withdrawn so that the
people of Afghanistan can· decide on their own system of
government.'

172. Kampuchea also remains a tormented country.
Vietnamese troops have no right to be there and must
withdraw to Viet Nam, where they belong.

173. My delegation has no illusions that when we meet
here at the thirty-seventh session some of the items we
are dealing with this year might not be on the agenda of
that session. Our earnest hope is that next year the Third
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea will
conclude its work and that global negotations on interna
tional economic co-operation will have been launched and
will have made some progress. Otherwise, the struggle
for the creation of a safer, saner and more just world must
continue.

The meeting rose at 1 p.m.
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