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I. The PRESIDENT: :This afternoon the Assembly will
hear a statement by the Vice-President of the Republic of
Ghana. I have great pleasure in welcoming Mr. de Graft­
Johnson and invite him to address the General Assembly.

2. Mr. de GRAFT"JOHNSON (Ghana): The many
speakers who have preceded me to the rostrum have already
warmly congratulated you, Sir, on your election to the
presidency of the thirty-fifth session of the General Assem­
bly and paid you a well-deserved tribute on your outstand­
ing qualities ofleadership and statesmanship. My delegation
also has the greatest pleasure in expressing to you, on behalf
of the Government ofGhana, our hearty congratulations on
your election. We are gratified to note that you bring to this
challenging task the wealth ofexperience and wisdom which
has characterized your long and distinguished career. We
are confident that your tact, ability and soberjudgement will
be a great asset during your tenure of this high office. Your
country and mine share historical bonds of friendship
enriched and reinforced by mutual respect and fruitful co­
operation. We should like to assure you of our ready and
sincere co-operation in the discharge of your onerous
responsibilities.

3. My delegation was also privileged and proud to have
worked under the guidance ofyour predecessor, our brother
Ambassador Salim Ahmed Salim. The firm and able leader­
ship which he gave to the Assembly during the past year's
unusually heavy schedule will long be remembered and
associated with his presidency. His excellent conduct of the
affairs of the thirty-fourth session of the General Assembly
and three special sessions lived up to our highest expecta­
tions. To your predecessor, then, we express our apprecia­
tion for the excellent work done.
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4. To our tireless Secretary-General and his selfless lieu­
tenants in the Secretariat we also register our sincere thanks
for their priceless dedication and sense of purpose; without
them the Organization would not have accomplished so
much.

S. Please allow me at this juncture to pay a tribute to the
revered memory of our beloved brother Sir Seretse Khama,
the late President of Botswana. By his untimely death not
only Botswana but Africa as a whole has lost a distinguished
patriot, a mature counsellor and an elder statesman who
against heavy odds fought courageously, together with the
other leaders of the front-line States, against colonialism,
racism and apartheid. On behalf of the Government and
people ofGhana, we convey our heartfelt condolences to the
Botswana delegation and to the friendly Government and
people of Botswana on their irreparable and grievous loss.

6. We should also like to take this opportunity to pay a
tribute to the memory of the late President Josip Broz Tito
of Yugoslavia. President Tito wasa world statesman who
will long be remembered for his unshakable devotion to the
cause of peace and international co-operation. He was one
of the founding fathers and, until his death, a major pillar of
the non-aligned movement, to which my country remains
irrevocably committed. President Tito has left an indelible
mark on history and his memory will long endure.

7. The accession of new States to membership of the
Organization is always an occasion for rejoicing as the event
underscores our inexorable progress towards universality. It
is in this spirit that Ghana extends a very special welcome to
the Republic ofZimbabwe which now takes its righiful place
within the comity of nations after years ofoppression at the
hands of a racist minority regime.

8. We salute the gallant people ofZimbabwe. Theirs was a
sacrifice which should remind those who would deny to
others the freedom they themselves enjoy that the right to
self-determination cannot forever be suppressed.

9. We also extend an equally warm welcome to our broth­
ers and sisters ofSaint Vincent and the Grenadines on their
accession to nationhood and membership of the United
Nations. It is our sincere conviction that the membership of
those new States will enrich the world Organization and
render it better able to serve the cause of peace, equality,
justice and progress.

10. United Africa does not consider the victory in Zimba­
bwe as an end to the liberation struggle on the continent. We
are all the more resolute in our determination to launch the
final onslaught against apartheid, bigotry and oppression.
No subject has been more thoroughly discussed nor any
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social system more universally condemned than this obnox­
ious doctrine of apartheid which the Organization has offi­
cially declared a crime against humanity. That apartheid is
evil cannot be questioned; that it is a threat to international
peace and security cannot be denied; that it is an affront and
disgrace to the human race cannot be contradicted. Yet
Pretoria continues to treat the decisions of the United
Nations with contempt and to act with impunity simply
because of the support both economic and military, which
that minority regime enjoys from some ofthe most powerful
States Members of the United Nations. The apartheid
regime has developed its present military strength and
nuclear capability through the direct purchase ofequipment
from those collaborators in contravention of United
Nations decisions.

11. Botha even boasts that South Africa has a powerful
enough arms industry to surmount an international
embargo against it and to put up a fight that. will astonish
opponents seeking to end white domination in South Africa.
We in Africa are prepared to take Botha on and fight to the
finish, despite his nuclear bluff. We call upon South Africa's
supporters to halt immediately any further military, scien­
title, technical, commercial, cultural or any other form of
collaboration with South Africa and rather support the
liberation struggle for a better world order. For our part, we
in Ghana remain irrevocably opposed to the dourine of
apartheid since the right to self-determination is inalienable
and non-negotiable.

12. Following the high-level consultations held under
United Nations auspices, we had sincerely hoped that the
independence arrangements for Namibia set out in Security
Council resolution 435 (1978) would have been put into
effect by now. On the contrary, the Pretoria regime's reac­
tion to the request to co-operate with the Secretary-General
and the Security Council for the peaceful transition of the
Territory to genuine independence and nationhood has
remained dilatory and disappointing. South Africa has
shown every type of insensitivity to international opinion
and the true aspirations of the people of Namibia. South
Africa continues to commit wanton acts of repression
within Namibia and to carry out unprovoked attacks
against neighbouring African States in a desperate effort to
discourage legitimate support for the liberation struggle.

13. South Africa's forcible and illegal occupation of
Namibia has lasted much too long. The United Nations is
under an obligation to create favourable conditions which
will foster peace, stability and friendly co-operation among
all the races in South Africa and southern Africa. The
Government of Ghana therefore wishes to express sincere
support for the initiative taken by the Secretary-General and
also calls upon South Africa to co-operate with the current
international effort to ensure Namibia's peaceful transition
to independence. As we enter upon this new phase of the
negotiations, it would be in South Africa's own interests to
lend such co-operation since a failure to do so can only lead
to an intensification of the armed struggle.

14. My delegation is equally concerned about grave
threats to international peace and security in other parts of
the world.

15. The Middle East situation is still potentially explosive
because of the doubtful historical claim by one party to
territories it has occupied by force ofarms and its determina­
tion to settle its citizens in those occupied territories in total
disregard of international opinion. We reiterate, in this
regard, our opposition to the forcible acquisition ofterritory
as the prize ofwar. Israel's policies in the occupied territories
are inconsistent with international law and constitute an
obstacle to comprehensive peace in the region. Particularly
disturbing is the ill-conceived decision of the Israeli parlia­
ment to merge Arab Jerusalem with the Jewish half of the
city in a so-called eternal capital.of Israel. That action only
helps to heighten tensions and exacerbate feelings.

16. Meanwhile the tragic conflict in Lebanon drags on
without any prospect of an early solution. We are apprehen­
sive that, unless urgent and immediate measures are taken,
the situation might easily lead to a resumption of hostilities
with tragic consequences for an area of the world that has
endured so much suffering. We are determined, through our
contribution of troops, to assist the United Nations efforts
in keeping the peace in southern Lebanon, Our participa­
tion in those peace-keeping efforts stems from Ghana's
tradition of firm support for the United Nations and our
commitment to the global search for international peace
and progress. But the success of those operations will con­
tinue to depend largely on the forbearance and good will of
all the parties involved and on the extend of the co-operation
enjoyed by the United Nations troops in the field.

17. In this connection, we wish to recall the concern
expressed at the meeting of troop contributors held in Dub­
lin in May 1980 on the initiative of the Irish Government
following the harassment of the UNIFIL troops and the
casualties they sustained. Such incidents hinder UNIFIL in
carrying out its mandate as defined in Security Council
resolutions 425 (1978) and 426 (1978).

18. We believe that for UNIFIL or any other United
Nations field operations to achieve their objectives it is
absolutely imperative that all parties to the conflict be made
to co-operate fully with the United Nations troops. They are
peace-makers and must be regarded and treated as such.
Ghana will welcome any new initiatives which this Assem­
bly may take in order to ensure that UNIFIL's peace­
keeping role is clearly understood and supported by all.

19. The Middle East problem continues to be a grave
threat to international peace and security. No durable peace
in the area is possible without due recognition ofthe right of
the Palestinians to a homeland and the participation of the
Palestine Liberation Organization [PLO] in any negotia­
tions affecting their future. We gladly welcome, in this
context, the decision of the European Community that the
PLO be associated with such negotiations [see AIJ51299­
SIJ4009]. We regard that encouraging decision as an impor­
tant step forward in the search for a just and durable peace
in the Middle East. We commend that initiative and call
upon the international community to make every effort to
build upon it.

20. My delegation calls on the Assembly, therefore, to
reaffirm its desire for peace in the Middle East, to demand
the total withdrawal of Israel from all occupied Arab territo-
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ries and to adopt immediate measures aimed at protecting Commission specifically restated the urgency of halting the
and preserving the international character of Jerusalem. nuclear arms race and highlighted the special responsibility

of the major nuclear Powers in that regard.
21. Since the thirty-fourth session of the General Assem­
bly new conflicts have developed in various parts of the
world, the latest example of which is the current war
between Iraq and Iran. My delegation wishes to appeal
strongly to the two warring neighbours to heed the call of
the Security Council, in its resolution 479 (1980), for an
immediate cessation of hostilities and to settle their differen­
ces by peaceful means. A continuation of the conflict will
not only impose unnecessary suffering on their peoples but
will also endanger peace and stability in the region. In the
same vein, we call upon all other countries to refrain from
direct or indirect involvement in the situation.

22. The conflict situations on the African continent are of
particular concern to the Government of Ghana. I refer
especially to the current civil war in the Republic of ~had.
Unfortunately, the mediation efforts of the Organization of
African Unity fOAl!] have not succeeded in bringinghostili­
ties to an end. Our own view is that the Lagos Agreement of
21 August 1979 recognizes the Government of National
Union and we therefore call upon the various factions in
that sister Republic to agree to a cease-fireas a first step in
the search for peace. Here again, my delegation hopes that
the international community willeffectively forbid any type
of involvement by outside Powers, so as to create better
conditions for an early cessation of hostilities.

23. The world is now witnessinga verytragic phenomenon
in the form of an unprecedented refugee problem in the
continent of Africa. It is estimated that there are today well
over 4.5 million refugees and displaced persons in the con­
tinent. The destitution they face isdefinitelyamong the most
serious anywhere. What is more, host countries have suf­
fered unprecedented aggravation of their own socio­
economic conditions through the influx of those refugees.
My country warmly appreciates the work ofthe Officeofthe
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugeesand other
United Nations bodies, such as UNICEF, whichare striving
hard to resettle those refugees and displaced persons. It is
our hope, therefore, that the proposed International Confer­
ence on Assistance to Refugees in Africa, which is to deal
comprehensively with that phenomenon, will be convened
at an early date so that the international community can
spell out solutions for that tragedy in Africa. The Ghana
Government stands ready to contribute its efforts in that
direction.

24. Another issue of grave concern to the international
community is that ofdisarmament and arms control. At the
tenth special session, which was expressly devoted to the
question of disarmament, the General Asse~bly in it~ res<:
lution S-10/2 laid down a programme ofaction and Identi­
fied priority areas to which the international community
must pay urgent attention if the desired goal ofdisarmament
is to be achieved and the threat to the survival of the human
race removed. Furthermore, at its two substantive sessions
held in May 1979and May 1980the Disarmament Commis­
sion identified elements for a comprehensive disarmament
programme and recommended goals which the i~terna­

tional community should endeavour to reach during the
Disarmament Decade [see A/35/42]. The Disarmament

25. Yet the arms race is accelerating by leaps and boun~
and reliable sources have estimated thattotal expenditure In

that field amounts to the staggering figure ofapproximately
$500 billion per year. Such expenditure is not only wasteful
but demonstrates insensitivity to the plight of mankind, the
majority of whom live below the poverty line.

26. It is therefore a matter ofdeep regret that practically all
bilateral and multilateral negotiations on disarmament have
come to a virtual standstill, except perhaps for negotiations
taking place within the Committee on Disarmament at
Geneva. Even the modest ceilings agreed. upon under the
SALT If Treaty' have now been put in serious jeopardy by
recent developments in the Middle East and Asia. My dele­
gation is of the view, however, that we must not despair and
that it is even more urgent now than ever before that the
United Nations should strive relentlessly in exploring all
possible ways and means ofdefusing the present situation so
that we can march forward resolutely towards the achieve­
ment of the goal of disarmament.

27. About two decades ago our Dr. Kwame Nkrumah
said, "Seek ye first the political kingdom and all elseshall be
added unto it". To us in the developing world the struggle
for political independence was not merely an opportunity to
reassert our birthright and exerciseour sovereign will; it also
signified the beginning of a greater struggle for our ec<:
nomic emancipation. We have no illusionsabout the rnagm­
tude of this struggle, compounded as it is by the worsening
international economic situation, which is characterized by
inflation, recession and high rates of unemployment.

28. In the light of the growing interdependence of nations
we have all sought solutions to a variety ofglobal problems
through international co-operation. We launched the First
and the Second United Nations Development Decade with
great hopes and in the belief that our interdependence had
imposed on us a responsibility for mutual self-help and
assistance. It was with the same high hopes and in the same
belief that we also launched the new international economic
order some seven years ago, only to find that our efforts had
not been matched by the requisite political will and interna­
tional commitment that would enable us to achieve those
structural changes necessary for the establishment ofa fair,
just and equitable order. The eleventh special session, in
which, once again, we placed high hopes, fell short ofexpec­
tation as it failed to achieve the important objectives of
adopting the International Development Strategy for the
Third United Nations Development Decade and launching
the global negotiations on international economic -co­
operation for development. My delegation regrets that the
largely negative results of those international initiatives can­
not but undermine the prospects of a fruitful North-South
dialogue. We none the lessremain confident that the current
session of the General Assembly provides yet another
opportunity for a veritable breaking of this stalemate.

I Treaty between the United States of America and the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics on the Limitation of Strategic Offensive
Arms, signed at Vienna on 18June 1979.
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AGENDA ITEM 9

General debate (continued)

36. The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assem­
bly I wish to thank Mr. J. W. S. de Graft-Johnson, Vice­
President of the Republic of Ghana, for the important
statement he has just made and for the kind words he
addressed to my country and to me.

35. The problems which face the internationalcommunity
are as graveas they are varied. It isnone the less true that we
possess the means of resolving them all. What is required is
the unequivocal political will and determination on the part
of the international community to find solutions whichwill
bring real benefit to everyone of its.members, All of us are
concerned about the survival of the human race. We must
thereforestrive together to remove all sourcesof fear,preju­
dice and injustice and to establish a world order which will
guarantee the peace and progress of all nations. I need
hardly assure the Assembly that in thistask theGovernment
of Ghana will continue to play its full role.

37. Mr.PUJA (Hungary) (interpretation from Russian):
Mr. President, I should likefirst ofall to congratulate youon
your election to the presidency of this thirty-fifth session of
the General Assembly. I trust that, under your guidance,
our work at this session will be successful.

29. The food and agriculturesituation has worsenedin an collective determination to pursue a course of self-reliance.
increasing number of developing countries. Today hunger My delegation renews the appeal to the international com-
and famine are wreaking untold havoc in many parts of the munity to lend maximum support to the Lagos Plan of
developing world, especially in the least developed coun- Action for the Implementationof theMonroviaStrategyfor
tries. The drought situation in several of those countries the Economic Development of Africa' in order to supple-
forcefully demonstrates that no marked improvementin the ment Africa's efforts to achieve its social and economic
lot of the affected peoples ispossiblewithout the willingness goals.
and determination of the international community to adopt
bold and far-reaching measures to stem the tide of .this
growing crisis.

30. In our view, a realistic solution does not liesolely in a
perpetual provision of food aid, which in reality amounts to
nothing more than a postponement of difficult answersand
the prolongation of dependence on others. when self­
reliance is so obviouslyessential. Our strategy should be to
encourage sustained food production in the developing
countries to enable them tobeself-sufficient as regardstheir
basic food needs.

31. It is clearthat thesuccess ofany programmeto feed the
starving millions will to a largeextent be determined by our
capacity to cope with the energycrisis and to developalter­
native sourcesofenergy. It isin this regardthat weanxiously
look forward to the forthcoming United Nations Confer­
ence on New and Renewable Sourcesof Energyto be heldat
Nairobi. We trust that the decisions which result from the
deliberations of the Conference will inspire a firm interna­
tional commitment to provide adequate financial and tech­
nical resources to assist the developing countries to explore
and exploit their energypotential to the full. In this connec­
tion mydelegationappreciatesthe valueof the EnergyFund
to be set up by UNDP.2 We are also greatlyencouraged by
the discussions taking place within the World Bank system
aimed at instituting similar measures for the benefit of the
poorer members of the international community.

32. The thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly holds
a very special significance for mydelegation since it coin­
cides with the first anniversary of my country's return to
civilian rule after seven years of military administration.

33. The events which preceded that change-over and the
complexity of the social and economic problems
bequeathed to my Government are already well known to
the international community, which has shown much sym­
pathy and understanding. My Government assumed the
reins of power on the basisof a full commitment to democ­
racy and the promotion of human rights. Those concepts,
which are enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations,
are also embodied in the Constitution of theThird Republic
of Ghana. As we mark this first anniversary, therefore, my
Government wishes to rededicate itself to the noble ideals
which inspired the founding fathers of this Organization.

38. At this as at everysession we have to analyse the main
tendencies and phenomena of the international situation, to
explore the underlying causes of both the favourable and
unfavourable processes and to work together to adopt reso­
lutions which will promote stronger peaceand securityand
facilitate social progress, in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations. As most of the speakersbeforeme have
pointed out, the present situation dictatesa special need for
sober deliberations and for the encouragementof construc­
tive endeavours.

39. The people of my country welcomed with satisfaction
the impressive achievements of the 19708 in the consolida­
tion of international peace and security, the settlement of
certain complex international problems and the co­
operation among countries with different social systems.

34. Experience has taught us in the developing world that
our salvation lies essentially in our own hands and that our
progress and prosperity can be guaranteed only if we con­
cert our efforts through collective self-reliance. The conven­
ing at Lagos of the second extraordinary session of the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government oftheOAU,
devoted solely to economicproblems,demonstratesAfrica's

1 See Official Records of/he Economic and Social Council, /980, Sup­
plement No. /2. paras, 90-93.

40. Today we maintain our firm belief that preserving
peace and warding off the danger of a new world war are
vital for mankind in our age. My Government still regards
this as its primary task and isdoing its utmost to contribute
to preserving and increasing the results of detente.

41. In the current situation it isof particular importanceto
maintain and strengthen the ties which have been estab­
lished in recent years among countries with different social

I A/S-II/14. annex I.
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47. The Government of the Hungarian People's Republic
believes that the continuation and speeding up of the dis­
armament talks, the adoption of effective measuresto curb
the arms race and the attainment of equal security at ever
lower levels of armaments. are absolutely necessary.

48. I wish to reaffirm my Government's readiness, which
isshared bythe other Statesparties to the WarsawTreaty, to
negotiate and to assume treatyobligationson the limitation,
reduction and completedestruction of any typeof weapons
on .the basis of equal security and reciprocity. It is on that
basis that the socialist countries have put forward initiatives
in different fields of disarmament.

49. It is a matter of concern to us that the Committee on
Disarmament, at Geneva, has onceagain failedto make any
notable headway in the current year. The Committee has
spent too much time dealing with organizational and pro­
cedural questions. At the opposite pole from the socialist
countries'with their initiatives for the solution of disarma­
ment problems, certainWesternPowersare.seekingto avoid
undertaking any commitments. There is little hope for pro­
gress if some members of the Committee on Disarmament
fail to summon up thepoliticalwill necessary in the quest for
solutions to the issues under discussion.

52. It is our conviction that the entry into force of the
SALT 11 agreement would be of key importance to the
success of the ongoing bilateral and multilateral disarma­
ment talks at Geneva and in other forums. This is the
pre-condition also for starting a third round of talks, SALT
Ill, on considerable reductions in strategic arms. Further­
more, efforts to press for the implementationof the NATO
decision on the deployment in Europe of new nuclear mis­
siles of medium range but of a strategic nature should also
be abandoned.

51. We can brook no further delay in findingsolutions to
tasks of common concern, such as the prohibition of the
manufacture of chemical weapons and the development of
new types of weapons of mass destruction, as well as the
prevention of the spread of radiological weapons.

4 Held at Geneva from II August to 7. September 1980.

SO. My Government has repeatedly stated that it attaches
great importance to the conclusionand implementation of
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
[resolution 2373 (XXII)]. We cannot but deplore the failure
of the second Review Conference of the Parties to the
Treaty' to produce the results hoped for. We believe it
necessary for all Members of the United Nations, even
without formal adoption of a final document, to promote
the observanceof the provisions ofthat Treaty, the strength­
ening of its universality and the prevention of the spread of
nuclear weapons.

43. The anti-peace manoeuvres of the extremist circles of
imperialism are supported and .even encouraged by the
leaders ofChina. This istoday another important element in
the increase in international tension.

44. There are some who believe that what the extremist
circles of imperialism are aiming to do by increasing the
arms build-up and taking political steps reminiscent of the
cold war is no more than to influence certain events in
domestic policy or to achieve similar ends. However,
nothing could be further from the truth. If that were so, then
before long the world would be able to breathe a sigh of
relief. We believe that the new phase of the arms drive has
deeper roots, namely the aims of extremist circles to exert
political pressure on the peoples of other countries, to con­
tainprogress and to regain their lost position by applying
the well-known formula of the policy of strength. Although
we know that that is a futile attempt, it should nevertheless
be condemned for jeopardizing peace and security.

45. Mankind today has, however, an ardent wish for and a
vital interest in quite the opposite, namely, to uphold peace,
strengthen security and expand co-operation. The Govern­
ment of the Hungarian People's Republic, like the other
countries in the socialist community, is ready to work
together with the peoples of progressive and other peace­
lovingcountries and with all Governments of the world that
are committed to act together with a sense of responsibility
for the destiny of their peoples, in order to achieve those
grand aims.

42. The present situation is characterized by elements of
detente and tension, whichexistconcurrentlyin world poli­
tics. Recent yearshavewitnessed soberendeavoursfollowed
by various steps which have worsened the international
climate. In our view, the principal causes lie in the fact that
the leadingcountriesofthe North AtlanticTreatyOrganiza­
tion [NATO] launched a new wave of the arms race at their
summit conference in Washington as far back as 1978, and
made no secretof their intention to obtain militarysuperior­
ityover the States parties to the WarsawTreaty.To that end
they increased the militaryexpenditures of the NATOcoun­
tries, the long-term programmes for building up arms, the
deployment in Western Europe of new American nuclear
missiles of medium range but strategic in nature, the post­
ponement of the ratification by the American Senateof the
SALT 11 agreement and the creation of rapid deployment
forces for purposes of intervention-to mention only the
most striking instances of that effort. If one adds the unde­
clared wars, the acts of political and ideological subversion
carried on by imperialist circles to weaken progressive
regimes in numerous countries of the world, then there
looms ahead a by no means negligible danger to peaceand
security.

systems, on the basis of peaceful coexistence. So far as 46. My Government agrees with the appraisal ofdisarma-
possible, bilateral relationsshould be developed still further ment tasks as contained in the memorandum which the
and any effort to block that road should be opposed. Para- SovietUnion has submitted to the Assembly [see A/35/24J]
mount importance attaches to ensuring that dialogue and it lends full support to the adoption and realization of
between leaders of countries will not cease even for a the Soviet proposals, which envisage urgent measures for
moment in this period of tension,which we trust will be but reducing the danger of war.
transitory. We are convinced that there is no single interna­
tional issue in dispute which, given the necessary good will,
could not be settled by political means.
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S Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in 62. The greatest problem in South-East Asia results from
Europe. signedat Helsinki on 1 AU,U5t 1975. the expansionist and great-Power policy of the Chinese
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58. The position of my Government concerning the con­
flicts and hot beds of crisis that poison the international
climate isunchanged. In urging action to remove the causes
of the crisis situations, we reaffirm our solidarity with and
support of the peoples intheir struggle for progress, national
independence and self-determination, as well as against
colonial and neo-colonialist oppression and neo-colonialist
designs. It is in this spirit that we have taken our stand on the
situation in southern Africa, on the policy of apartheid, on
the questions of Western Sahara and Cyprus and on the
revolutionary processes in Latin America. While I do not
intend to repeat our position on all questions, I nevertheless
deem it necessary to state our viewson a few issues that have
a particular bearing on the world political scene.

Mr. Kamanda wa Kamanda (Zaire), Vice-President, took
the Chair.

60. The victory of the popular forces in Afghanistan in
1978 and later the turn of events in Iran have changed the
situation in the Middle East. The extremist circles of impe­
rialismwill stop at nothing to regain their lost positions,
resorting to means ranging from overt intervention in the
domestic affairs of other countries, through economic boy­
cotts and sanctions, to the supply of .arrns to counter­
revolutionaries scheming abroad against the legitimate
Government.

59. I think it is now sufficiently clear to all that the Camp
David accords-the separate deal between Egypt and
Israel-have solved nothing and have proved a blind alley.
The complete withdrawal of Israeli troops from the occu­
pied Arab territories is, in our opinion, indispensable for a
comprehensive and just settlement of the Middle East crisis.
The Palestinian people must be allowed to exercise their
legitimate rights, including the right to establish a State of
their own, -and the security of all countries in the region
should be guaranteed. We condemn Israel's decision on the
annexation of Jerusalem. We support the resolutions of the
seventh emergency special session of the Assembly, on the
question of Palestine, and urge full implementation of their
provisions.

agenda for the first phase. Such a decision would have a
favourable impact on the atmosphere in all disarmament
forums.

61. The Government of the Hungarian People's Republic
is of the view that the key to the solution of the situation in
that country is the halting of intervention by outside reac­
tionary forces. Acceptance of the proposals made by the
Afghan Government for a settlement on 1.4 May ofthis year
would remove the tension whipped up around Afghanistan
and would allow that Government to carry out its progres­
sive policy measures that broadly respect the country's his­
torical and religious traditions. My Government finds it
unacceptable that on the pretext of Soviet military assist­
ance to Afghanistan the extremist circles of -imperialism
should be mounting an over-all attack against international
detente and co-operation. The slanders cast at the Soviet
Union are simply a screen for efforts to carry out long­
standing and well-known schemes.

5S. The Political Consultative Committee of the States
Parties to the Warsaw Treaty in its declaration of 15 May
[see AIJ51237-SI13948] complemented the earlier propos­
als made by socialist countries, each and every one ofwhich
serves the cause of reducing international tension and pro­
moting peace and security. We deplore the fact that those to
whom they are addressed show much less interest in them
than they merit in view of the importance of the cause they
promote.

53. The stationing of new American medium-range mis­
siles in some countries of Western Europe would pose a
direct threat to the security of the Hungarian People's
Republic. My Government fully supports the relevant
Soviet proposal submitted in this regard which provides a
good basis for the settlement of thisissue. We hope that the
forthcoming Soviet-American talks will be useful and
successful.

57. The people and Government of the Hungarian Peo­
ple's Republic, acting in keeping with their national inter­
ests, are doing their utmost to ensure the implementation of
the proposals made by the States parties to the Warsaw
Treaty for the continuation of the process of security and
co-operation in Europe. We believe. that the chances of a
successful outcome of the Madrid meeting would be greatly
enhanced if at the meeting it was decided to convene a
conference on military detente and disarmament in Europe
and its date determined as .well as its procedure and the

5.4. Progress must also be made in the Vienna Talks on
Mutual Reduction of Forces, Armaments and Associated
Measures in Central Europe. NATO tactics have doomed
those talks to a stalemate. While the socialist countries
present new and positive proposals, the NATO countries
evade a constructive response to any of those proposals.
However, we do not give up hope. The conclusion of a
mutually acceptable agreement is a task of increasing
urgency.

56. The Hungarian People's Republic continues to pay
particular attention to the cause of security and co­
operation in Europe. It is consistently striving to develop its
relations with all countries of the region on the basis of the
Helsinki Final Act' and is guided by the spirit thereof in
preparing for the Madrid meeting of representatives of the
signatory States. In the course of preparatory work for that
meeting, Hungarian diplomacy has, through bilateral chan­
nels, made several new proposals designed to strengthen
confidence and co-operation among the peoples of Europe.
We believe that the Madrid meeting should focus attention
on questions of common interest. It is inadmissible that
certain Western circlesshould again try to use that forum for
a propaganda campaign against the socialist countries and
to aggravate .the situation, even though some evidence of
this is already available. The interests of the peoples of the
countries signatories to the Final Act ofHelsinki would not
be served if scope was left in Madrid for unbridled mud­
slinging and accusations in connection with matters that are
not within the competence of that Conference. What is
needed is a constructive spirit and forward-oriented
proposals.

610
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71. During the present session my country is, commemo­
rating the twenty-fifth anniversary of its admissionto mem­
bership in the United Nations. In the course of the past
quarter of a century it has been the constant endeavour of
the Hungarian People's Republic to conduct its activities
according to the letter and spirit of the Charter and to help
the world Organization fulfil as fully. as possible its main
function of maintaining and strengthening peace and
security.

70. We deplore the fact that owing to the negative attitude
ofa few countries the eleventh specialsession ofthe General
Assembly devoted to questions of the world economy failed
to produce results. The restructuring of international eco­
nomic relations on a democratic and just basis and the
removal of obstacles to the development of economic co­
operation remain an urgent task that must be discharged, as
required by the interests of mankind as a whole and by the
extremely grave economic situation in some of the develop­
ing countries,

69. The Hungarian People's Republic has a paramount
interest in ensuring that international economic co­
operation develops smoothly, facilitates the full use of
advantages offered by the international division of labour
for the improvement of the welfare ofpeoples, andenhances
the peaceful coexistence of countries with different social
systems.

72. We maintain that on the whole the United Nations has
so far lived up to its mission, but we are convinced that its
role in the solution of international issues can be still further
increased. We highly appreciate the activity ofthe Secretary­
Genera). in enhancing the' effectiveness of the Organization.

74. I have endeavoured to state concisely my Govern­
ment's position on the current international situation, out­
lining the pressing tasks facing us and presenting our ideas
concerning ways in which these problems might be resolved.
The Hungarian delegation will work in that spirit through­
out the thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly.

73. My Government is of the view that the Charter ofthe
United Nations has laid down norms ofconduct for States, a
set of rules for coexistence among nations and a procedure
against its violators that are still valid today. We are con­
vinced that this carefully balanced Constitution of the com­
munity of nations is not in need ofamendment. The role of
the United Nations can be enlarged, as is desired by the
majority of Member States, through fuller use of the possi­
bilities inherent in the Charter and through strict observance
of its provisions. At.the same time, however, the successful
solution of the complex international issues confronting us
presupposes stronger co-operation among Member States,
mutual respect for the interests of others, understanding of
one another's problems and an active search for solutions
and arrangements.

Government, China's aggression against Viet Nam and its neo-colonialist interests. My Government demands the
threats to "teach it another lesson", as well as its subversive granting of independence to Namibia in accordance with the
acts against the neighbouring progressive regimes and its resolutions of the United Nations and OAU. It recognizes
open intervention have given rise to tension in that region. the South West Africa People's Organization [SWAPO] as

the sole legitimate representative of the Namibian people
and lends its support in its struggle to attain independence.63. The plight of the Kampuchean people is gradually

improving, despite intrigues from outside, and the results of
the effort to bui1d a new society are already in evidence. The
people of Kampuchea, upon whom a terrible tragedy was
visited, is rallying more and more firmly behind the People's
Revolutionary Council. This has met with favourable
response from the progressive forces. Recognition and
acceptance of the realities, international recognition of the
sole legitimate representative of the Kampuchean people
and its participation in the work of the United Nations
would contribute greatly to the alleviation of the tense
situation. The prestige of our world Organization is
impaired while the seat of people's Kampuchea is still occu­
pied by the genocidal Pol Pot clique, which represents
nobody.

65. The latest events in South Korea have again focused
attention on the long-outstanding question of Korea. My
Government still holds that all foreign troops should be
withdrawn from the Korean peninsula and that the peaceful
reunification of the two parts of that country should be
encouraged. We support the relevant proposals made by the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

64. It was with. a view to restoring tranquillity in South­
East Asia that 13 Member States, including Hungary, pro­
posed [see AI351193] that the item entitled "Question of
peace, stability and co-operation in South-East Asia" be
placed on the agenda of the thirty-fifth session of the Gen­
eral Assembly [item 119].

68. While indisputable results have been achieved, there is
more to be done. Now that the independence of Zimbabwe
has been proclaimed, the situation of Namibia becomes
even more striking and untenable. We condemn themachi­
nations of South Africa to delay Namibia's accession to
independence and to set up a puppet regime subservient to

66. Twenty years ago, the historic Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peo­
ples was adopted by the General Assembly [resolution 151V
(XV)]. Since then a number of countries have become free
from colonial oppression as a result of the persevering strug­
gle of socialist countries, national liberation movements and
other progressive forces, and they have taken their place in
the community ofnations. Among them now are Zimbabwe
and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, the newly admitted
Member States ofour world Organization. On behalf ofmy
Government I wish to welcome our new Member States and
I take this opportunity '.~ express satisfaction at this fresh
result in the liquidation of the colonial system, and this new
achievement of the struggle for national liberation. We wish
those countries every success.

67. In our opinion, the anniversary of the Declaration
imposes an obligation on Member States to take joint and
still more efficient measures with a view to the finalliquida­
tion of the remnants of colonialism and the guaranteeing to
all peoples of their right to self-determination.
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75. Mr. FREITAS do AMARAL (Portugal):" I should
like to begin by extending to Mr. von Wechmar my warmest
congratulations on his election as President of the thirty­
fifth session of the General Assembly. It is with deep satis­
faction ,and confidence-inspired by his outstanding
personal qualities and wide diplomatic experience-that we
see presiding over this session the representative of the
Federal Republic ofGermany, a Western European country
with which Portugal maintains the closest links of co­
operation and friendship and with which Portugal is bound
by culture, geography and history.

76. I should like also to express our admiration to his
predecessor, Mr. Salim of the United Republic ofTanzania,
with whose country we also maintain warm and friendly
relations, for the most praiseworthy way in which during the
course of the past year he presided with the greatest effi­
ciency and distinction over four sessions of the General
Assembly.

77. Finally, I wish to welcome the admission to the United
Nations of its newest Member, Saint Vincent and the Grena­
dines, whose Government and people we warmly congratu­
late. We hope that our delegations willsoon establish a close
relationship of fruitful co-operation.

78. Once more the General Assembly is meeting to debate
and analyse the problems that beset the world and to
attempt to find solutions enabling us to overcome the grave
obstacles that lie in the path of peace and progress, to which
we all aspire.

79. The seriousness of the questions facing us and of cer­
tain situations that endanger our collective security has
already been stressed by the speakers who have preceded
me. We share those concerns and we are aware of the
responsibilities incumbent upon our Governments and of
the difficult task facing the General Assembly.

80. It is, nevertheless, satisfying to begin by pointing out
that during the course of this year some positive and indeed
highly encouraging events have taken place. Foremost
among them undoubtedly is the independence ofZimba­
bwe. I should like to pay a special tribute to atl those who
have contributed, through their efforts and perseverance, to
the solution of a grave problem that had dragged on for
nearly 20 years: to all the front-line States, particularly
Mozambique, for the spirit of sacrifice and solidarity they
have shown throughout; to the people ofZimbabwe and its
leaders for the courage and tenacity with which they led the
struggle for independence and for the outstanding civic
maturity and patriotic spirit they have shown since peace
was achieved; and, lastly, the United Kingdom for the deep
sense of history which once again it demonstrated by ini­
tiatingand carrying out successfully the Lancaster House
talks. I would express the hope that, once the wounds ofwar
have healed, the Government and people of Zimbabwe will
succeed in their efforts towards national reconstruction and
the building of an harmonious, non-discriminatory and
tolerant society that will provide a prosperous future for its
people.

6 Mr. Freitas do Amaral spoke in Portuguese. The English version of
his statement was supplied by the delegation.

81. I should like also to express my satisfaction at the
successful completion of yet another important event: the
ninth session of the Third United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea, at Geneva. Portugal, which had closely
followedthe lengthy negotiations at this Conference, hopes
that the progress recently achieved in matters that we con­
sider to be of primary importance, such as the delimitation
of the exclusive economic zone, the protection of living
resources beyond the 200-mile limit, the regulation ofscien­
tificresearch and the protection of objects of archeological
and historical interest, will be appropriately reflected in the
final text of the convention. The long-awaited adoption of
the convention on the law of the sea will no doubt be oneof
the great achievements of the United Nations.

82. The almost universal character of the General Assem­
bly consititutes undeniable proof that, despite all the diver­
gent interests and attimes the very hostility that separates
the peoples of the world, we are all prepared to persevere
along the path ofdialogue. Indeed it isonly fair to recognize
that the institutionalization of the dialogue that the United
Nations has made possible is certainly one ofits most valua­
ble contributions to the cause ofpeace. However, the preser­
vation and continuation of that dialogue demands of all
Governments an unfailing respect for the rules and princi­
ples on which international relations and co-operation
among States are based.

83. What do we see in the world today? We see States
Members ofthe United Nations ignoringor flouting interna­
tional law and the very principles of the Charter; some,
invoking the most questionable pretexts, intervene blatantly
in the, internal affairs of others, violating their sovereignty
and territorial integrity. We see other States refusing to
co-operate with the Organization and ignoring its recom­
mendations and resolutions, including those that are bind­
ing under the Charter. Finally, we see yet others violating
formally established principles, namely, those of the Univer­
sal Declaration of Human Rights.

84. A State Member ofthe United Nation- ..,~s for almost
a year held diplomats of another country tages, not­
withstanding the injunctions of the Orga•.__.....on and the
decision of the International Court ofJustice of 24 May
19807 demanding that this situation be ended forthwith.
Such cm attitude, besidesconstituting a flagrant violation of
international law and a grave offence against the human
rights of the detainees, undermines the very basis ofpeaceful
relations between States and threatens the very instrument
that makes them possible, namely diplomacy. It is impera­
tive for the leaders of Iran to understand that, in attempting
to hurt a country against which they claim to hold grievan­
ces, they are, above all, jeopardizing Iran's own interna­
tional image and the rules that govern the relations between
States and, I dare say, even imperilling the weaker countries
whose security rests mainly on the observance of interna­
tional law.

85. On the other hand, some States, moved by clearly
hegemonistic aims, do not hesitate to violate the frontiers of
defenceless neighbours, to occupy their territory and to
oppress their peoples by force ofarms, in spite of repeated

7 United States Diplomatic and Consular Staff in Tehran. Judgment.
I.C.J. Reports 1980. p.3.
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I~. W'e have no claims on the Territory ofEastTimor, to
whichwecontinue to be linked by the tiesofhuman solidar­
ity existing between our peoples, which wereforged through
a long and today closed chapter of history, but which we
believe have left a lasting and profound cultural legacy.

101. The question of East Timor is a sensitive one as
indicated by the attitude of the internationalcommu~ity,

8 See document A/C.4/3SI2.

98. .Obvi~usly, all those processes are of necessity slowand
require patience,perseverance and clearthinkingon the part
of all the participants.

99'. The for~going also applies to the item on the agenda
whichmost directlyaffects my country-that of East Timor
[item 85], regarding which my Government issued a com­
mu~i~ue on 12 September" that clearly defines Portugal's
posmon.

97. Although this last is a problemof a differentcharacter,
I shall finally mention the question of Cyprus. In relation to
that question, mydelegation would liketo take advantage of
this opportunity to express its satisfactionat the resumption
of intercommunal talks, an event brought about thanks to
the unceasing and unremitting efforts of the Secretary­
General.

96. Let me also recall the question of the self­
determination of Western Sahara, in respect of which there
~annot be a just and lasting solution unless the legitimate
interestsand aspirations ofall the parties involvedare taken
into account.

94. May I recall briefly some examples that are no doubt
present in all our minds. The situation in Namibia is a
problem whosesolution we hope will be positively affected
by the example of Zimbabwe. The Portuguese delegation
understands and shares the concern of the international
community, particularly that of the African countries, like
Angola, over the obstacles that have thus far prevented the
implementation of the United Nations plan to resolve that
problem. We believe, however, that the long and continued
negotiations initiated by the five Western countries, and
arduously continued by the United Nations since, have
created irreversible conditions that will shortly lead
Namibia to the independence to which itspeople isentitled.

95. I also have in mind the intolerable practice of apart­
heid, which Portugal has condemned in the past and con­
tinues to condemn today. Here again, however unaccept­
able that practice may be, we face a problem that will be
resolved ony through a long process of transformation of
South African society, a process that the international com­
munity should encourage and promote.

93. Like the problem of the Middle East, many other
situations that are a cause of serious regional and interna­
tional tension can be resolved only through an open and
patient dialogue, established without pre-conditions and
with the participation of all interested parties.

91. As We have repeatedly stated, the foregoing implies
that the parties concerned, in particular Israeland the PLO,
should take steps that will make it possible at last to put an
end to the mutual mistrust that at present impedes any
progress towards peace.

92. The Palestinians and the other Arab peoples must
accept the fact that the State of Israel is an unquestionable
reality and that its legitimate aspirations to securitymust be
recognized and met. Israel, for its part, must understand
that its right to statehood cannot befoundedon the denialof
that same right to the Palestinian people. Nor does that right
justify violation of the frontiers of other States, such as

90. The General Assembly is awareof the position of my
Government on the question of the MiddleEast. Webelieve
that the problem in that regioncan beresolved only through
a comprehensive solution that on the one hand respects the
right ofallStates in the area to a secureexistence and on the
other hand guarantees the Palestinian people the right to
self-determination.

89. At this very moment, two brother countries both. '
non-alignedand sharing the same religion, Iran and Iraq,
are fighting one another in an open war. Despite the efforts
undertaken by the Islamic Conference, the Secretary­
General, the SecurityCouncil and others, they have not yet
laid down their arms to seek to resolve their differences
through dialogue. The PortugueseGovernment appeals to
those two countries to seek a negotiated solution to their
conflict, which only increases the threat to security and
peace that for so many yearshas been latent in the situation
prevailing in the Middle East.

88. In this respect, I would add that the position my
country upholds is-and will continue to be during the
second review session at Madrid of the Conference on Secu­
rity and Co-operation in Europe-that all the participating
States should show their Government's sincere supportfor
detente, not through mere declarations of intent, but
through clear attitudes and concrete actions. For without a
climate of mutual confidence, true detente will never be
possible.

87. Detente is in essence global and indivisible, as is infact
laid down in the Final Act of Helsinki: global, because the
States participating in the Conference on Security and Co­
operation in Europe have the duty to respect its Final Act
even in their relations with non-signatory States;indivisible,
because, since detente is based on mutual trust, it is not
possible to appear to adhere to it in some areas while
violating it in others. Detente is indeed a dynamic process
nurtured by the proper attitude of States and, for that
reason, susceptible to both progress and retrogression.

86. That unlawful and appalling act of force is a serious
breach of the principles of theOrganizationand undermines
the wholeprocessof detente which wehaveso painstakingly
sought to carry out.

calls to withdraw by the international community. The martyred Lebanon, or the unlawful occupation of foreign
Soviet aggression against Afghanistan has continued unin- .territory.
terruptedly for almost one year,althoughcondemnedby the
vast majority of the international community.
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which has insisted that it be solved in accordance with the
principle of self-determination. Portugal cannot and does
not wish to renege on its responsibilities towards theTimor­
esepeople;that iswhyit has announceda plan ofaction that
will shortly be implemented. But wefeel justifiedinemphas­
izinghere that it is fundamentally within the framework of
the United Nations that a solution to that problem must be
found. In this respect, mycountry isalso readyto co-operate
closely with the United Nations and with all the interested
parties in searching for a solution that, in conformity with
the principles enshrined in the Charter and in the relevant
resolutions, would be acceptable to the international com­
munity. Given their special urgency, wemust finally express
our concern with the humanitarian problems that have
arisen out of the situation in East Timor. We hope that
through the negotiations whichwe, for our part, are readyto
undertake, those problemscan begin to be properly tackled
and finally solved.

102. I should now like to make. a very brief comment on
the question ofdisarmament.At the tenth special session the
General Assembly recommended through consensus, in
which my country participated, the prioritiesto be followed
in the process of disarmament [see resolution 8-10/2]. We
believe, however, that all relevant measures must respect the
security of States in such a way that their safety will not be
diminished and that they will continue to enjoy the same
level of security. For that reason, the problems of disarma­
ment must be considered from a global point of view in
order to keep in mind, in so far as possible, the structural
differences that exist primarily between the armed forces of
the militarily most powerful States.

103. The promotion of universal respect for and observ­
ance of human. rights and fundamental freedoms, without
discrimination based on race, sex, language or religion,
constitutes one of the most important aims of the interna­
tional community. The Portuguese Government attaches
the greatest importance to the furtherance of this objective,
as was demonstrated by our adherence to the principal
international instrumentsconcerning human rights, as well
as by the positionswe haveadopted in all forumswherethis
matter has been discussed, in particular in the Commission
on Human Rights, of which we are privileged to be a
member.

104. Portugal will continue to devote itselfto the defence
of civil and political rights, which we identify with the
highest principles and values of a civilization that should
not, on the other hand, beoblivious of the economic, social
and cultural rightswhichare inseparable aspectsof the same
reality. Unfortunately, there still exist many cases in which
the human rights of whole populations are systematically
ignoredand denied, and peoples arecondemnedto the most
implacable repression, to hunger or to forced exile, victims
of supposedly liberating ideologies which end up creating
the most inhuman oppression. This aberrant situation has
resulted in the creation of an ever-growing flux of refugees
that has becomeone of the most disturbingscourges of our
time-and this is true and especially obvious in South-East
Asia, but also significant in other regions of the world.

105. We believe that it iswrongto ignoreboth thepolitical
origins of those exoduses and the disruptionsand problems
that they cause by endangering the prosperityof those who

harbour the refugees. We cannot but stress that this is an
unacceptable subversion of the internationalorder, which if
not corrected in the short term can pose a serious threat to
peace.

106. However, other problems still lieon the horizon. Of
those I have especially in mind the grave consequences for
future generations of the very serious deprivation of food,
health, housing, education and employment, which even
today affects such large sectors of humanity.This isdoubt­
less an area in which the work under waywithin the United
Nations system can and must assume a true universal
dimension. Only thus will it be possible to avoid results such
as those arising from the recent eleventh special session of
the General Assembly. On the one hand, we consider the
adoption of the International Development Strategyfor the
Third United Nations Development Decadea very positive
fact, but on the other weview withdeep concern the failure
to reach a consensus in regard to the global negotiations.

107. Allow me also to stress that the dichotomy to which
the North-South dialogue is reduced-that ofthe developed
countries versus developing countries-is not helpful to the
resolution of the difficulties faced by the internationalcom­
munity and does not even correspond to the reality which
confronts us. Just as theresometimes are substantial differ­
encesin the wealth and levels of economic and technological
development of developed countries, not to mention the
diversity of their economic and social systems, so there are
also considerable distances separating the developing
countries.

108. We believe that therewouldbemuchto gain ifproper
account were to be taken of the real conditions prevailing
today. Such a recognition would be most advantageous to
all, for it would allowfor a more equitablesharingofefforts
by all and for a more adequate distribution of available
resources. My country, which is at an intermediate stageof
economic and technological development and which is
simultaneously a recipient and a donor of assistance, feels
this problem most acutely. We understand full well the
demands of the developing countries because weface those
very problems ourselves. But we are also aware of the
difficulties arising from the present international economic
crisis which prevent their full and immediate satisfaction.

109. Despite its own difficulties, Portugal has none the less
assumed its responsibilities and sought to contribute to the
extent of its ability to the common efforts to assist the most
needy sectors of humanity.

110. My country has always held that only through con­
structive dialogue and co-operation in the search for com­
mon goals will it be possible to achieve victoryin the battle
for development. Our candidature to the European Com­
munity is basedon our identification with the countriesthat
comprise it, because we share their commitment to a free
and democratic society. But we also see it as a way to cope
with and overcome the problemsof development that con­
front us.

Ill. This solidarity, rooted therefor. H' political, cultural
and geo-economic factors, does not, however, exclude other
deep tiesand affinities', suchas, for example, those that bind
us to the countries which have Portuguese as their official



31st meetinl- 9 October 1910 615

that this is an
order, which if
rious threat to

le horizon. Of
isequences for
'ation of food,
t, which even
This isdoubt­
hin the United
true universal
lid results such
cial session of
e consider the
trategy for the
a very positive
ern the failure
negotiations.

:omy to which
'thedeveloped
,helpful to the
nationalcom­
: reality which
stantial differ­
Itechnological
) mention the
s, so there are
le developing

I gain ifproper
ons prevailing
vantageous to
lring of efforts
n of available
ediate stageof
and which is
sistance, feels

full well the
we face those
aware of the
mal economic
:satisfaction.

s nonethe less
uribute to the
issist the most

through con­
arch for com­
y inthe battle
ropean Com­
countries that
nent to a free
I way to cope
lent that con-

tical, cultural
exclude other
losethat bind
I their official

language and to other non-Europeannationswithwhich we
have created close links throughout our history as a mari­
timenation and in many of which there live largecommuni­
ties of Portuguese origin,of which myGovernmentand my
country are justifiably proud.

112. The most important role of the United Nations is to
promote understanding among peoples and strengthen the
solidarity that should unite us. In a world that has the
capacity to destroy itself, that solidarityshould take prece­
dence over interests that are selfish and ephemeral when
compared with the very survival of the human race. My
country believes that if such is our common will we can
overcome the difficulties faced by the international commu­
nity. The main weaponthat we possess to achieve thisaim is

• the principle of the peaceful settlement of disputes and
conflicts through dialogue and conciliation. It is unfailing
respect for that principle that hasguidedour conduct in the
United Nations and inspired our work in the Security
Council.

1l3. Wefirmly believe in the capacity of man todevisethe
means to free himself from all oppressions and alienations
that hamper him. We believe that wecan uniteour efforts to
overcome poverty, hunger, disease and warso that together
we can tread the path of peace, progress, freedom and
justice.

114. We believe, above all, that history moves inexorably
towards the conquest of freedom and that the evolution of
mankind will continue to be marked by progressive steps in
the direction of the final liberation of individuals and
societies.

lIS. Mr. BANGUI (Central African Republic) (interpre­
tationfrom French): Every yearsince San Francisco, .35 years
ago, the General Assembly, inspired by itsdetermination to
achieve peace, discusses the future of the human race in an
effort to find in a spirit of co-operation solutions to the
manycomplex problems confrontingthe world. This isalso
an opportunity for us to give thought to what isbecoming of
the Organization, to thinkabout our vocation, our responsi­
bilities as the guardian of international peaceand security,
and to discuss ways of enhancing the effectiveness of our
action.

116. This is the basic reason for the presence here of so
many statesmen who have come from all corners ofthe
world to bring their contribution, in theirown mannerand
with their own conviction, to a collective undertaking
involving all nations, large and small, rich and poor, in a
community of interests that are often different but in the
final analysis complementary.

117. But too often numerousquestions facing theGeneral
Assembly on such occasions remain without appropriate
answers because of the lackof political courageand will, the
lack of a firm and resolute commitment on the part of
certain Member States. Such a situation inevitably reduces
the effectiveness of the United Nations and damages its
reputation and its credibility.

118. The primary responsibility of the Organization is. to
seek new ways and means of enabling the international
community to reduce the number of conflicts and cease the

tensions that disrupt this world and so we feel that every­
thing possible should be done in order to give effect to the
purposes and principles of the Charter.

119. Accordingly, I should likefirstof all to convey to the
Assembly the warm wishes for complete success of Mr.
David Dacko, President of the Central African Republic,
who has always demonstrated total belief and trust in the
destiny of the United Nations.

120. I should also like to congratulate Mr. von Wechmar
most warmly on his unanimous election to the presidency
and to tell him how happy we are to see him guiding the
workat this session. Wewelcome himasPresident, not only
because of his distinguished qualities as an experienced
diplomat but also because of the sincere friendship and the
ties of co-operation between the Federal Republic of Ger­
many and the Central African Republic, both on a bilateral
basis and within the contextof the European Community. I
am fully convinced that his great experience of the United
.Nations will enable him to carry out his very difficult task
with success.

'121. I shouldalso liketo paya well-deserved tribute to Mr.
Salim Ahmed Salim for the exceptional brilliance with
which he guided the work of the four preceding sessions of
the General Assembly. The unanimous congratulations he
has received fill us with prideand do honour not only to the
UnitedRepublic of Tanzania, hiscountry, but to Africaasa
whole.

122. As for theSecretary-General, the indefatigable apos­
tleof peace, whose meritsarewell knownto all, I shouldlike
to assure him of the total support ofmyGovernment in his
often difficult, delicate and tireless work to strengthenand
ensure the fulfilment of the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations.

123. I should also liketo welcome withpride and warmth
the admission this year of two new Members to this great
family of the United Nations,the Republic of Zimbabwe
and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. On behalf of my
country I sincerely wish them every success in their very
difficult task of national reconstruction and development.

124. The admission of a. new Member of this concert of
nations isalways an important event,bearingwitness to the
vitality of the Organization and also strengthening its uni­
versality, and it is an encouraging sign that our noble ideas
are being spread throughout the.world.

125. As this thirty-fifth session begins, the international
situation isone of particularconcernto usall: conflicts and
tension between States continue to become stronger;
national sovereignty and territorial integrity, which are
sacred principles, are constantly beingviolated. Indeed, we
have to say that littleprogress has been made in the evolu­
tion and democratization of international relations.

126. As for the worldeconomic situation, it seems to bein
a verydistressing state of stagnation. This is a challenge to
the human imagination, which is so fertile. and inventive in
other areas. We must find bold solutions to the problems
causingthis verygravestructural crisis that isdisruptingthe
international economy.
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142. The situation in Lebanon is also a matter of con­
tinuing concern. The Central African Republic fully asso-

141. However, my delegation considers the Camp David
accords? as a positive and significant step forward towards a
solution of the problem. We regret, however, that the peace
process has been compromised by Israel's policy of fait
accompli and we call for a resumption of negotiations as
soon as possible.

139.. In the Middle East, the situation remains ofconcern.
The Central African Republic continues to believe that ajust
and lasting peace in that region can be achieved only within
the context of an over-all settlement. In this respect, consul­
tation and dialogue among all the parties concerned in a
sincere spirit of mutual concession would seem to be the best
way of arriving at an equitable solution to the problem.

!38. The South African Government and those Powers
that support it must realize that the system is doomed.
Indeed, the radicalization of opposition to apartheid within
the country and the successes won by the liberation move­
ments are eloquent proof of that. It is in the interests not
only of the peoples of South Africa but also of the interna­
tional community as a whole that the policy ofapartheid be
eliminated as quickly as possible, for it contains within itself
the seeds of a serious threat to stability and peace in that part
of the world.

9 A Framework for Peace in the Middle East Agreed at Camp David,
and Framework for the Conclusion of A Peace Treaty t.,!tween Egypt
and Israel, signed in Washington on 17 September 1978.

136. The Central African Republic would Hke to reiterate
once again its full support for SWAPO, the sole legitimate
representative of the Namibian people, in its heroic struggle
to condemn the acts of aggression by South Africa against
neighbouring African countries.

137. The South African regime is continuing to defy the
international community by persisting in its shameful policy
ofapartheid, the violation of human rights and repression of
the majority of its population. Basically, the so-called
reforms of Pretoria have changed nothing.

140. We would state once again our belief that it is indis­
pensable for the legitimate rights ofthe Palestinian people to
be respected and restored and for the right of the State of
Israel to exist within secure and guaranteed boundaries to be
recognized, in accordance with Security Council resolutions
242 (1967) and 338 (1973), if we wish to have a lasting and
peaceful settlement of the conflict.

135. In southern Africa the delaying tactics of the racist
Government in Pretoria which have so far prevented the
implementation of the mandate of the United Nations
Council for Namibia and delayed Namibia's accession to
sovereignty are doomed to failure. My delegation believes
that the independence of the Territory under the leadership
of SWAPO is inevitable.

134. The Central African Republic trusts that a solution
can be found quickly and we associate ourselves fully with
all efforts undertaken to bring peace back to that part ofthe
continent.

General Assembly - Thirty-fifth Session - Plenary Meetings

133. In northern Africa the development of the Western
Sahara conflict runs the risk of becoming internationalized
and engulfing the subregion, So far it has indeed proved
extremely damaging to understanding and a spirit of cohe­
sion among African countries.

129. This return to the cold war and this atmosphere of
confrontation tend to produce a strengthening of military
blocs and the development and proliferation of nuclear
weapons. This rapid deterioration of the world situation
certainly gives no grounds for optimism. The United
Nations, whose primary responsibility is to ensure interna­
tional peace and security, must do its utmost to restore an
atmosphere of trust and detente in relations between States
in order to ward off the danger of a general conflagration
that still hovers over the world.

130. I should like to examine more closely the hotbeds of
tension and conflict that I mentioned earlier and that con­
tinue to be matters ofgreat concern to my Government.

132. The Central African Republic for its part will con­
tinue to support the efforts undertaken within OAU and by
all countries that love peace and justice to put an end to the
fratricidal fighting in Chad. My Government believes that
the return of true peace to Chad is impossible without
understanding among all the parties involved and without
national reconciliation. Accordingly, and as far as we are
able, we are willing to contribute to a real and swift solution
of the problem.

131. In Africa the Central African Republic is seriously
concerned over the continuation of fighting and bloodshed
in Chad, a neighbouring and fraternal country which for
several. years has been suffering the horrors ofcivil War. We
cannot but feel for that country because of the tremendous
loss of human life, the great suffering of the population and
the considerable damage and destruction. Faced with that
situation, my delegation can only deplore the foreign and
African intervention carried out in an attempt to divide the
country, and we condemn all exploitation of that crisis as
well as all attempts at selfish domination, to the detriment of
the interests of the people of Chad.

127. At this session the General Assembly must try to
analyse the situation with a view to responding more effec­
tively to the requirements of the world today.

128. The threats of the cold war were dissipated long ago
and had ceased to be the focus of international concern; we
were freed for the time being from the nightmare of a
cataclysm, thanks to the conclusion, in spite of the existence
or persistence of certain local or regional tensions, of agree­
ments. There was the Helsinki Final Act, then there were the
SALT I and SALT U agreements, signed by the two super­
Powers, and they brought a ray of sunshine to the cloudy
skies of international politics. But in the hotbeds ofconflict
that have erupted in various places we can see a resumption
of tension in international relations. There is now an atmos­
phere of cold war that creates suspicion, distrust, concern,
fear, all of which give rise to a lack of understanding, which
often in turn gives rise to conflicts between peoples and
nations.

616
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ciates itself with the efforts made by the United Nations to
restore peaceto that country and wetrust that all partieswill
co-operate with the United Nations to that end.

143. In the eastern Mediterranean area, my Government
welcomes the resumption of the dialogue under theauspices
of the UnitedNations between the twoCypriot communities
and wetrust that that dialoguewill lead to a lastingand just
solution of the crisisinorder to preservethe unity,territorial
integrity, sovereignty and non-alignment of Cyprus.

144. The delegation of the Central African Republic
deplores the armed conflict between Iran and Iraq, two
non-aligned countries, and we would add 'our voice to the
voices of all the other delegations that havespoken hereand
calledupon those two parties to ceasehostilities and to settle
their dispute by peaceful means.

145. With respect to Afghanistan, the implementation of
General Assembly resolution ES-6/2 adopted at its sixth
emergency special session in January 1980 would, in the
view of my delegation, allow the crisis to move rapidly
towards a satisfactory solution.

146. Hotbeds of tension persist in South-East Asia.This is
dangerous and poses a threat to international peace and
security. Accordingly, my Government would call for a
return to peace and tranquillity in that nerve centre. of the
world.

147. The General Assembly should devote particular
attention to the problem of disarmament. To date, little
progress has been made in that area. On the contrary, arms
expenditures continue to increase. Those expenditures
divert to destructive purposes vast sums which could better
be used to improve the well-being of mankind. They simply
feed international tension and create hotbeds of conflict
throughout the world. It is imperative that a solution be
found to that problem and that we giveserious considera­
tion to the possibility of allocating to the economic and
social development of the least developed countries an
increasingly larger share of the amounts currently spent on
arms.

148. The problem of refugees is one of the most tragic
problems facing the world today. Millions of human beings
have been driven from their homes and families becauseof
intolerance, civil war and international conflicts. Often in
anguish they are forced to wander in search of food and
shelter. The international community owes it to itself to
furnish aid, support and comfort to them.

149. The delegation of the Central African Republicalso
hopes that more attention will be given than has beengiven
in the past. by the international community to the fate of the
5 million African refugees.

150. Like all developing countries, the Central African
Republic had placed great hopes in the eleventh special
session ofthe General Assembly, devoted to economicprob­
lems and international co-operation. Unfortunately, the
results were far from living up to our hopes. The eleventh
special session ended ina semi-failure asa resultofdivergen­
cies of views on the question of the procedures and time

table for the global negotiations, despite many concessions
made by the. Group of 77 in an effort to reach a consensus.

151. The delegation of the Central African Republic can­
not but. express its disappointment over that situation,
which may well delay the negotiations that, in principle.
were to begin in 1981.

152. Nevertheless, we feel that the thirty-fifth session does
offer us another opportunity to hold discussions and to
reach a compromise that would be satisfactoryto all. In this
connection, my delegation welcomes the good will demon­
strated by the United States in the statement made on 22
September 1980 by the United States SecretaryofState, Mr.
Muskie [4th meeting] and we hope that other countries will
follow that example.

153. Despite the semi-failure of the eleventh .special ses­
sion, my delegation cannot but express its satisfaction over
the consensus [see A/35/464] that emerged on the textofthe
International Development Strategy for the Third United
Nations Development Decade, which will beginon 1Janu­
ary 1981. We welcome the set of measures advocated for
more active and more equitable North-South co-operation.

154. We hope.that the international community will give
effect to those measures as a whole, with a view to the real
establishment of a new international economic order, once
they have been adopted by the General Assembly.

155. My delegation has always, here and elsewhere,
expressed its views on the major economicproblems facing
our world today. My delegation believes that the interna­
tional monetary system that was set up at the end of the
Second World War is unjust and unsuitable because it
responds more to the interests of the developed countries
than to those of the third world. A fundamental reform of
that system is imperativein order to respond to the realities
of. the world today and to the concerns of.the developing
countries, which must definitely be involved in the reform of
the system and in all decision-making procedures, on a
footing of equality with the industrialized countries.

156. With respect to the current world trade system, my
country believes that a structural change isone ofthe priori­
ties of the new international economic order. That change
must be in the interests of the countries of the third world.
They must begranted facilities on anon-reciprocal basisand
their products should be given unrestricted access to the
markets of the industrialized countries. It is imperative to
proceed without further delay to improve the generalized
systemofpreferences in accordance with the agreed conclu­
sions reachedat the fourth session ofthe Special Committee
on Preferences of the Trade and Development Board," in
order to increase the share.of the developing countries in
international trade.

157. With respect to commodities, which constitute the
bulk of the exports of developing countries and also their
major source of income, the Central African Republic
believes that the measuresadopted at the international level
to raiseand to stabilize pricesat remunerative levels must be
implemented.

10 See Official Records of the Trade and Development Board, Tenth
Session, Supp'~ment No. 6-4. part one.

'I.
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158. In this respect, we welcome the agreement reached at
Geneva on the establishment of a Common Fund!' for
financing buffer stocks for commodities, despite the few
difficulties that remain. It is our sincere wish that that Fund,
an essential instrument for attaining the objectives of the
Integrated Programme for Commodities, may become
operational as soon as possible.

159. Regarding industrialization, the importance ofwhich
for the acceleration of development no longer need be
demonstrated, my delegation regrets that it is inadequate in
most developing countries. Their share ofworld production
amounts to only 7 per cent, although the Lima Declaration
and Plan of Action on Industrial Development and Co­
operation," set a target of 25 per cent by the year 2000.
Considerable efforts must therefore be made to industrialize
the developing countries and to encourage exports through
a major transfer of financial and technological resources to
them.

160. The developed countries must accordingly take the
necessary measures to facilitate freer and broader access by
developing countries to science and technology. It is highly
desirable that the Vienna Programme of Action on Science
and Technology for Development!' be effectively imple­
mented.

161. In the area of the transfer of resources for develop­
ment, adequate provisions must be made quickly in order to
improve the financial situation of developing countries
whose balance of payments shows a chronic deficit.

162. Those.developed countries whose official develop­
ment assistance has not yet reached the target of0.7per cent
of gross national product must in a spirit ofsolidarity make
the necessary efforts to reach that target. It is urgent that
those developed countries that have not yet done so take the
appropriate and necessary measures to convert debts into
grants or to relax their terms in accordance with resolution
165 (S-IX) of the Trade and Development Board."

163. On the question of the least developed and land­
locked developing countries, which include the Central Afri­
can Republic, my delegation believes that the international
community must urgently implement the Programme of
Action for the 19808 that UNCTAD decided to launch
under its resolution 122 (V) of 3 June 1979. 15

164. I should like to take this opportunity to express our
satisfaction at the special provisions contained in the text of
the International Development Strategy for the Third
United Nations Development Decade for the least devel­
oped and land-locked countries. They are to be given
increased assistance from the developed countries and inter­
national financial institutions to help them overcome their
handicaps.

11 See TD/IPC/CF/CONF/24.
12See A/10112, chap. IV.
lJ Report of the United Nations Conference onScience andTechnology

for Development, Vienna, 20-31 August 1979 (United Nations publica- ,
tion, Sales No. E.79.J.21 and corrigenda), chap. VII.

14 See OfficialRecords of the General Assembly, Thirty-third Session,
Supplement No. 15, vol. I, part two, annex I.

U Sec Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, Fifth Session, vol. I, ReportandAnnexes(United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.79.II.D.14). part one, sect. A.

165. My delegation would also appeal to all developed
countries to contribute generously to the United Nations
Special Fund for Land-locked Developing Countries. We
welcome the decision taken by the General Assembly to
convene in 1981 the United Nations Conference on the Least
Developed Countries, pursuant to General Assembly reso­
lution 34/203 of 19 December 1979.

166. The special disadvantages arising from the geogra­
phical situation of the .land-locked countries are so evident
that there is no need for me to comment on them. I would
just say how pleased my delegation was at the historic
success of the ninth session of the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea, held at Geneva. After
seven years of long and difficult negotiations the informal
text of a convention on the Law of the Sea has at last been
drafted. It is our sincere hope that that convention can be
signed by the end of 1981, at Caracas.

167. Before concluding this part of my statement, I should
like for a few moments to dwell on the very serious food
situation in the developing countries.

168. While $500 billion is wasted annually by the indus­
trialized countries on the arms race, approximately one
billion human beings are suffering from, and indeed dying
of, hunger and malnutrition in the poor countries. We
cannot remain insensitive to that tragic situation. That is
why my delegation believes that we. must as a matter of
urgency implement the recommendations contained in the
Declaration of Principles and the Programme of Action
adopted by the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and
Rural Development in Rome in July 1919.16

169. We welcome the recent signing of the new Conven­
tion on Food Aid," which raises the guaranteed volume of
aid from 4.2 to 7.6 million tons. My delegation trusts that all
efforts will be made to ensure that that objective, which is
the absolute minimum for aid provided, be reached before
the renewal of the Convention, scheduled for 1981.We fully
support the carrying out of food strategies, an idea launched
by the World Food Council at its fifth ministerial session,
held in September 1979 at Ottawa."

170. I should now like to make a few comments on the
situation in m)' country one year after the restoration of the
Republic.

171. Fourteen years of dictatorship and plunder brought
economic ruin to my country and indeed traumatized the
people of the Central African Republic. Since 20September
1979 my Government has been dealing with this tragic
situation in its efforts to achieve national reconstruction. A
biennial plan for economic and social recovery for 1980­
1981 has been adopted. It emphasizes economic recovery,
the improvement of public financing, and mobilization of
financial resources over the short and medium-term.

172. Priority has been given to the productive sectors of
the economy, particularly agriculture, to development ofthe

16See A/34/485.
17See TD/WHEAT.6/13.
18See OfficialRecords ofthe General As.'iembly, Thirty-fourth Session,

Supplement No. 19.
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rural areas and the improvement of roads and other com­
munication networks, all of which have received special
attention from the Government.

173. In the field of public finances the Government has
adopted a policy of budgetary austerity, eliminating all
unnecessary expenditure on luxury items, reducing operat­
ing expenses an~ reorganizing the administrative structure.

174. In the field of health major efforts are now under way
to improve health services and the general well-being of the
population in order to ensure that our people are more able
to work for national development. The educational system
is now being reformed, and it is being directed towards the
productive sector in order to respond to the real needs ofour
people and to halt the rural exodus.

175. Our Government has also taken a number of meas­
ures to restore the confidence of foreign investors. At our
request, several missions, including one by the World Bank,
have visited the Central African Republic to bring the files
up to date on the public debt inherited from the previous
regime. Despite difficulties at the financial level, we have
begun to organize our debt servicing system and to pay
outstanding debts. We have also developed a new invest­
ment code which offers generous guarantees to foreign
capital.

176. Major efforts have been made to meet the needs ofthe
Central African Republic to ensure that we can reconstruct
our own national economy. However, what is required is a
tremendous amount that is often more than we are able to
provide. Accordingly we need considerable foreign capital
to support our action at the national level. That is why my
Government welcomes the fact that at Bangui from 23 to 28
July 1980 we had a meeting of partners to finance the
biennial recovery plan.

177. (would like to take this opportunity to thank all
those friendly countries and international bodies, including
several specialized agencies of the United Nations, that were
kind enough to participate in that important meeting. I
should also like to express our hope that the pledges made
by participants at that meeting will be honoured so as to
support the efforts being made by my country.

178. With respect to the political situation, all the funda­
mental freedoms have been restored. Citizens' rights are
respected and guaranteed, and independence, sovereignty
and justice have been restored. A draft constitution has been
prepared and will be submitted to the people of the Central
African Republic for approval. After it is adopted new
institutions will be set in place, and the President of the
Republic and the members of the National Assembly willbe
elected by universal suffrage. That will ensure the restora­
tion of democracy.

179. (should like here again to tell the international com­
munity that the Central African Republic is determined to
ensure its reconstruction in peace and dignity. We are wil­
ling to co-operate with all countries that love.justice and
freedom and that respect oursovereignty, independence and
territorial integrity, in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations and that of OAU.

180. This review of the current international situation has
highlighted the need for greater independence and solidarity
among nations, rich or poor, large or small. That requires a
greater sense of collective responsibility in the face of the
problems, upheavals and tensions confronting us, so as to
enable our Organization to carry out the changes necessary
if we are to respond to the demands ofa constantly changing
world. Freedom, the well-being of man and world peace
require it.

181. My country intends, in so far as its modest means
permit, to contribute to the attainment of the noble ideals
contained in the Charter of the United Nations.

182. Mr. CORADIN (Haiti)(interpretQtionfromFrench): (
should like to associate myself with those who have spoken
before me on this rostrum in congratulating Mr. von Wech­
mar, on behalf of the Haitian delegation, upon his election
to the presidency of the General Assembly. The success of
this session has thus been ensured, by virtue of his great
personal qualities, his experience and his dynamic nature. I
should not like to let pass this opportunity of expressing to
him the satisfaction of my Government at the development
of relations between Haiti and the Federal Republic of
Germany. (would assure him ofthe full co-ope.vtion ofmy
delegation.

183. (also wish to acquit myself of the pleasant duty of
presenting once again my warm congratulations to our
brother from the United Republic of Tanzania, Mr. Salim,
who presided with such rare skill and remarkable talent at
the thirty-fourth session and three special sessions of the
General Assembly.

184. My delegation wishes to reiterate its gratitude to the
Secretary-General for his untiring efforts to make this
Organization an active international force, a home of con­
ciliation, justice and peace.

185. The admission of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
to membership of the Organization fills us with joy. My
delegation is happy to convey to its people and Government
the wishes of the Haitian Government for a future ofpeace
and prosperity.

186. (should like to take this opportunity to welcome
again the delegation of Zimbabwe and to wish it much
success in its participation in the thirty-fifth session.

187. A period has elapsed between the thirty-fourth ses­
sion of the General Assembly and the current session of
which the best that can be said is that it was not particularly
good for international relations: a period in which hopes of
peace appear to have grown weaker and new hotbeds of
tension-have arisen in various parts of the world. The situa­
tion in Afghanistan, the Middle East, Indo-China, the Horn.
of Africa, and the war between Iran and Iraq are causes of
deep concern for the international community. The continu­
ing arms race, the widening gap between rich and poor
countries, the world economic crisis and its effectson socio­
economic systems: all stress the broad outlines of the work
that lies ahead for the thirty-fifth session of the General
Assembly. More than any other session, it will have to give
the international community new reasons for hope. It
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193. In that regard, the President of the World Bank, Mr.
Robert McNamara, did not conceal his concern in a speech
made last week at the thirty-fifth annual meeting of the
Bank and IMF. He stated that 600 million human beings
were called on to live in the most absolute poverty until the
year 2()()(). He then made a dramatic appeal to the large
share-holders of the Bank, particularly the United States,
Japan and the United Kingdom, to increase their assistance.
Given those bleak prospects, it would be desirable to pre­
vent the possible consequences for the North and for the
South of any delay in moving towards action.

188. The objectives of the Assembly at the present session
will be achieved only to the extent that delegations realize
the urgent need to halt the arms race, to denounce as
inadmissible the policy of the use of force against the terri­
torial integrity and political independence ofStates, to elimi­
nate centres of poverty in the world by establishing a new
international economic order and thus consolidating peace
and co-operation among nations.

should on an urgent basis arrive at a solution of the prob- 192. My delegation is confident that, despite the difficult
lerns of international peace and security and co-operation circumstances prevalent. in the world, the reopening of the
among nations. The world expects the Assembly and the North-South dialogue is still a sound prospect for a third
United Nations to avert the threat ofa third world war and, world ravaged by disease, hunger and ignorance.
to that end, to reduce injustice and inequality on this earth,
to reduce the numbers of the tortured and the slain and of
those suffering from hunger, poverty and ignorance.

189. If at the thirty-fifth session those objectives should
fail to be achieved, the world will remain confronted with
today's problems as well as with the problems oftomorrow,
which may be even more serious. In Kampuchea there will
stillbe an army of occupation and a people which suffers
and which aspires to independence. On the outskirts of
Middle· Eastern cities there will still be a Palestinian Dias­
pora in quest ofa homeland and an Israel on the alert and on
a footing ofwar. The war between Iran and Iraq willbecome
a threat to peace; the racist leaders in southern Africa will
continue to practise with impunity and with the help oftheir
allies their policy ofapartheid and racial discrimination and
the poor countries will become even poorer because they
will be affected to a greater degree by the pressures of
galloping world-wide inflation, while remaining deprived of
the means of escaping from underdevelopment.

190. During the eleventh special session of the General
Assembly, on development and international co-operation,
I had the honour of putting forward the views of the
Government of Haiti 19 on the prospects for success of the
North-South dialogue, in keeping with the urgent and
immediate needs of the developing countries. At the same
time the Head of State of Haiti, Mr. Jean-Claude Duvalier,
made a statement for the periodical Leaders, which he pub­
lished under the title"A challenge to the world leaders". The
President listed the following development objectives of the
third world nations: to create more employment; to become
self-sufficient in the production of food; to intensify educa­
tional programmes; to improve housing, health and social
services; and, for the attainment of those objectives, to give
priority to agriculture, industry, tourism, infrastructure and
housing.

191. That approach to the problem, to the extent that it
presupposes efforts for development on the part of the
countries concerned, would be bolstered by the implementa­
tion of a production programme. That.approach would
make it possible to remove the obstacles to the search for a
solution likely to bring to bear on the core of the problem
the rational use of international aid. That approach would
lend itself to the compromise that it isdesirable to envisage
during the debates which the Assembly is called upon to
resume at the thirty-fifth session on the refinement of the
text of the International Development Strategy for the Third
United Nations Development Decade.

I' Ibid., Eleventh Special Session, Plenary Meetings, 16th meeting.

194. Of course there is the World Bank, but its operational
criteria are ill-adapted to the present situation in the devel­
oping countries. Thete are the multilateral economic institu­
tions, but they do not sufficiently meet the special needs of
our countries. There are the developed countries, but they in
their relations with the South maintain obsolete practices
that slow down trade, the financing of projects and the
positive applications of scienceand technology in the service
of development.

195. Apart from that, it is urgent to find a solution to the
problems of energy, balance of payments and foreign debt.
It is urgent to establish a new international division of
labour to facilitate access by the third world to financial
markets and to take a step towards reforming the monetary
system.

196. And, since all the problems confronting the world are
related, it is difficult not to link the success of the dialogue
with a reduction of the arms race. No rich country can
devote I per cent of its gross national product to interna­
tional assistance if military expenditures exceed$500 billion.

197. In the context of those concerns my delegation urges
that agreements be concluded that would lead the rich
countries not only to freeze and to reduce their military
expenditures but also to disarm. The Haitian Government
considers it extremely urgent that the General Assembly
intensify its negotiations on disarmament, in particular
nuclear disarmament. The countries of Latin America have
already expressed their interest in the creation of a zone in
the subcontinent that would be effectively denuclearized.
My Government makes an appeal in the strongest terms to
the great Powers that, within the time limits provided for the
Second Disarmament Decade, they conclude the current
negotiations in a manner satisfactory to all those peoples
which hope to see peace and co-operation among nations
established on lasting foundations.

198. The United Nations is the only universal forum
charged with ensuring international peace and security and
where States, large and small, can unite their efforts with a
view to collective action.

199. Haiti, as a founding Member ofthe Organization, has
always followed the line of conduct of encouraging the
establishment of an international order based on peace and
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co-operation among nations. It is, incidentally, in that spirit territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence of the
lit that at all times it expresses its desire to live at peace with all nations concerned. For the Haitian Government, they are
ne the countries of the world, in particular those in its region, unacceptable. If there is a situation that prevails in Kampu-
rd while respecting international commitments and the princi- chea and Afghanistan, only the peoples of those countries

pies of self-determination, non-interference and sovereignty. are called upon to solve it-and that without foreign
interference.
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200. With the Dominican Republic, a sister and neigh­
bouring country, our relations have been established under
the sign of these principles. The already historic meetings
between President Duvalier and President Guzman have led
to the conclusion ofagreements on co-operation and devel­
opment, which show the common interests and aspirations
of the two peoples and their desire to exist in peace and
mutual respect.

201. My delegation has listened with great pleasure and
satisfaction to the lengthy friendly passage that Mr. Emilio
Ludovino Fernandez, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
Dominican Republic [24th meeting], devoted to Haiti in his
brilliant address. In truth, we could not express better than
he what our relations were in the past and what they are
today, nor better forecast what they will be tomorrow. We
are both certain that between two peoples which wish to live
in peace there is room only for co-operation, mutual assist­
ance and understanding.

202. Haiti contributes to the extent of Its means to the
strengthening of Latin American participation in interna­
tional gatherings. Our country brings its solidarity and co­
operation to problems affecting our region and considers
that its action will only be positive in the global perspective
within which those problems may be solved. "

203. We have affirmed our will to establish stable relations
with all countries in the world. However, some are con­
fronted with situations which threaten world peace and
security. My delegation wishes, in this connection, to put
forward the views of the Haitian Government.

204. Concerning the Middle East, the Haitian position
was clearly stated last July at the seventh emergency special
session" on the question of Palestine. A just and durable
peace can be found only if the following objectives are
achieved: recognition of the right of Israel to exist within
secure boundaries accepted by its neighbours; recognition of
the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination;
acceptance by all the parties to the conflict to renounce the
use of force, in particular in Lebanon. The Camp David
accords and the peace treaty between Israel and Egypt" are
important steps towards the peaceful settlement of the
conflict.

205. The situation in Kampuchea and that. in Afghanistan
are still a source of concern for the world community.
Despite General Assembly resolutions 34/22 and ES-6/2
calling for the immediate withdrawal of foreign troops from
those countries, those peoples are still suffering from the
rigours of war.

206. Those military interventions endanger the essential
principles of balance and peace in the world. They affect the

2°lbid, Seventh Emergency Special Session, Plenary Meetings. JIth
meeting.

21 Treaty of Peace between the Arab Republic of Egypt and the Slate
of Israel. signed at Washington on 26 March 1979.

207. In southern Africa, the independence of Zimbabwe
has highlighted the little progress recorded by the interna­
tional community as regards Namibia and the policy of
apartheid in South Africa. The Haitian Government, which
bases its foreign policy on respect for historic traditions, the
struggle for the total elimination of all forms ofcolonialism
and racial discrimination and the principles of self­
determination, freedom and independence, considers it
intolerable that South Africa continuesto practise apartheid
and its acts ofaggression against the neighbouring countries
and Namibia.

208. With respect to Namibia, the Haitian Government
deplores the delay-attributable to South Africa-in the
organization of free elections enabling Namibia's people
fully to enjoy its right to self-determination. The problem
that remains to be solved is that of South Africa. The
international community should increase its pressure
against the Government of that country, whose policy obsti­
nately runs counter to history, and in order to make that
pressure effective, certain countries must disengage them­
selves. The support they give that Government in contraven­
tion of United Nations resolutions encourages South Africa
to perpetuate with impunity a policy that the whole world
has condemned.

209. As regards the taking of hostages in Iran, we express
the hope that a solution will be found. In this connection, we
already support the initiative taken by the Nordic countries
to include on the agenda of the thirty-fifth session the ques­
tion of the protection of diplomatic and consular missions
and representatives [item 114].

210. The ninth session of the Third United Nations Con­
ference on the Law of the Sea concluded its work on 29
August last. We noted with much satisfaction that it con­
cluded with general agreement on the adoption ofa conven­
tion on the peaceful uses of the resources of the seas and
oceans. The Haitian Government is gratified at the happy
results of that Conference.

211. The World Conference on the United Nations
Decade for Women unfortunately did not meet our hopes.
The Haitian Government considers it, however, of great
importance that the General Assembly at its present session
should.adopt the results ofthe Copenhagen Conference" on
the legitimate rights of women. There is much profit to be
drawn-from that Conference as regards the status ofwomen
and the work of UNITAR.

212. At the eleventh special session of the General Assem-.
bly, on development and international co-operation, we
stressed the situation ofCaribbean migrant workers coming
from countries along the cyclone route. In a broad approach
to the problem we should understand "migrant workers" as

22 See Reportofthe WorldConference oftheUnitedNations Decadefor
Women: Equality, Development andPeace, Copenhagen, 14-30 July 1980
(United Nations publication. Sales No.E.80.lV.3 and corrigendum).
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cheap labour imported from the poor countries of the third
world to meet the' needs of the Christian West. These
workers for decadeshave been making a remarkablecontri­
bution to the industrial development of the rich countries.
Livingas minorities, they are subject to police and security
lawswherethey work, but they haveno recourseto justiceto
defend the rights which barely exist. They havedifficulty in
securingdecent living standards for their families, or educa­
tional, health and recreational benefits. In addition, the
employer has no obligations. Moreover, since the recession
has reducedemployment,theyare confronted witha deplor­
able situation where, together with'bad treatment and har­
assment by the police, they are the victims of racism and
racial discrimination. These are flagrant violations of the
principles contained in the Universal Declarationof Human
Rights.

213. That is why my delegation is gratified to seethat the
problems oftheseworkershavebeenincludedon the agenda
of the Third Committee of this Assembly under item 12. In
addition to the international convention on' the protection
of all migrant workers and their families which is to be
drafted during this session, the relevantdrafting committee
iscertain to suggest the establishment ofa highcommission­
er's office for migrant workers.

214. Here we have another problem to be includedunder
the heading of protection of human rights. The Haitian
Government reiterates its irreversible attachment to this
principle in keeping with the ideals of equality, fraternity,
justiceand freedom, which form the ideological basesofthe
struggles of Haiti for independence. It is in the legitimate
desire to make respect for human rights a militant national
enterprise that myGovernment has felt it necessary to create
the Haitian Bureau of Human Rights. It is charged with
ensuring liaison between the public services concerned and
various national and international specialized institutions
which champion human rights. All of this eloquently
demonstrates the determination of President Jean-Claude
Duvalier to spare no effort in advancing the process of the
liberalization and democratization of my country.

215. Lastly, my delegation deplores the regrettableevents
taking placeat presentbetween Iran and Iraq. It hopes to see
those countries respond as quicklyas possible to the appeal
for a cease-fire launched by the Security Council and the
Islamic Conference. It enjoins the Powersconcerned to do
everythingthey can to keep the conflict circumscribed to the
geographical limits within which it has broken out. This is
the only way ofavoidingits generalization and ofreachinga
settlement.

216. We cannot remain silent on the question of Belize, a
happy solution of which could only be beneficial for Latin
America. In this connection, the Haitian delegation, in vot­
ing on 21 November 1979, in favour of General Assembly
resolution 34/38, only reaffirmed one of the principles
which have always characterized the foreign policy of the
Haitian Government.

217. Today still, it is determined to give its unconditional
support to the inalienable rights of the people of Belize to
self-determination, independence and territorial integrity. It
hopes to see the Governments of the United Kingdom and

of Guatemala respond to the wishes expressed in that resolu­
tion by reporting to the General Assembly on the. measures
that have been taken to enable the people of Belize to
exercise its rights as a free people.

218. We must recall other questions of which the United
Nations has beenseized of late. I am referringto Cyprus and
Western Sahara, two points in the world where ravages of
war continue, sowing disarray and grief among families.
The United Nations would have put an end to thesecrises if
the parties concerned had compliedwithGeneral Assembly
resolutions 34/30 and 34/37. We appeal for a settlementof
such situations in order that the peopleofCyprus may again
find peaceand that those of the WesternSahara may beina
position to exercise their right to self-determination, by the
rigorous implementation of resolution 34/37.

219. At its thirty-fourth session the General Assembly
adopted three resolutions-34/61 on African refugees,
34/161 on women refugees and 34/174 on student refugees
from Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa-which stress
the acuity of the problem and the imperative need to do
everything to improve the condition of the millions of men,
women and children who desperately hang on to life and
hope for a less tragic future.

220. My delegation isgratifiedbythe programmeofassist­
ance to refugees implemented by the United Nations. We
hope that those resolutions will be followed by concrete
action on the part of States, governmental organizations
and non-governmental organizations called upon to con­
tribute to them.

221. We have stated before this Assembly the position of
Haiti on certain questions included in the agenda of the
current session. It is not surprising that we should attach
special importance to problems of development: they are
and will remain for a long time responsible for all the
imbalances whichdisrupt the world.The recommendations
which weshall be calledupon to make on that issue encom­
pass new living conditions for man, his anxieties, his hopes
and the great changes that all of this implies.

222. The quest for the happiness. of all, the quest for
justice, the right to live in freedom, to think, to speak, not to
be afraid, are the commandments of man's newdestiny. It is
up to each and everyone of us to follow them, so that peace
and justice will triumph on earth, so that there will no longer
be people suffering and dying in Kampuchea, Afghanistan,
the Middle East, southern Africa or elsewhere.

223. We express to the membersof the General Assembly
the hope that at this session it may give to mankind, if not
immediate results, at least new reasons for hope.

224. Mr. CERRUTO CALDERON (Bolivia) ttnterpreta­
tionfrom Spanish): Having the great honour of representing
mycountry before thisgreat Assembly, I wish to put before
you the views of the Government of National Reconstruc­
tion of the Republic of Bolivia, under the leadership of
General Luis Garcia Meza.

225. However, before doing so, I wish to refer to the
election of the Permanent Representative of the Federal
Republic of Germany, Mr. Rudigervon Wechmar,as Presi-
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dent of the thirty-fifth session of theGeneralAssembly. The
Bolivian delegation knowsfull well and fully appreciatesthe
personality and the abilityof Mr. von Wechmar. We know
hisdedication and his activeand intelligent participation in
the search for solutions to the problems affecting the peace'
of the world.

226. Wealso wish to express our appreciationto the Presi­
dent of the previous session, Mr. SalimAhmed Salim. His
ability, his fine diplomatic skill, allowed him to.carry out
effective and fruitful work.

227. Weshould also liketo stress our acknowledgement of
the work of the Secretary-General, who has continued his
dynamicand efficient mediating efforts. It isundeniable that
he has never failed in initiatives or negotiations where his
abilityand experience couldopenthe road to positive contri­
bution, to the achievement of peaceful solutions.

228. Our Organization has given a warmwelcome to Zim­
babwe and to Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, two new
States which havejoined the UnitedNations, thus stressing
again its universality. My delegation isextremely pleased to
tender its welcome to the new Members of our
Organization.

229. Now, may I pay a verywarm tribute to the historyof
two brother peoples: Bolivia and. Peru. This is the second
time that Bolivia has been called upon to speak in the
General Assembly at a memorable moment in the historyof
our two countries. Yesterday wecommemoratedthe immo­
lation of Admiral Miguel Grau on the bridgeof the warship
HUQScar. The figure of AdmiralGrau is lovedand respected
by the peopleof Bolivia. His glorious feets performedin an
unequal battle on the coastsof Angamos, in defence of part
of the Bolivian coastline, are a symbol and a mandate that
the people of Bolivia will never forget.

230. My country, land-locked in the centre of South
America, with a diverse geography which is a challenge to
the creative imagination of man, struggled witha historyat
once turbulent and .heroic. It wouldappear that our myste­
rious and changinglandscape has been reflected in the past
of a small but proud nation, determined to overcome the
vicissitudes that fate had in store for it.

231. That turbulent history isnot onlydue to theslowand
painful apprenticeship of a young nation: foreign interfer­
ence was also a fundamental factor in hinderingthe Bolivi­
ans' ability to win from fate a successful, just and free
country.

232. Now, quite recently, we have witnessed a profound
change in the domestic order. The Government, under the
leadership of General Luis Garcia Meza, was born of the
resignation of the former President, Lydia Gueiler. An
untenable situation, bearing the seeds of total destruction,
led the head of the country at that time to hand over public
office to the head of the armed forces of the nation. Conse­
quently, it was not a coup d'etat, it wasrather a verydifficult
transition from the chaos in whichthe Republic found itself
to the order and freedom required by all Bolivians.

233. Events have been deliberately distorted. Discrimina­
tion in.the treatment of our countryhasshownus howin the

world today principles of justice and equality can be dis­
torted in accordance with sectarian interests. But this does
not frighten us. Weare convinced ofthejusticeofour cause.
We haveacted in accordance withthedictates ofa profound
and sincere nationalism.

234. My people isa witness to the fact that weare acting
withprudence and exceptional tolerance, that threeabortive
elections revealed in their outcome the characteristics of
fraud and cheating, withtheencouragement of outsideinflu­
ences that tried to prepare the way for adventurers and
demagogues.

235. That was why the people were happy to accept the
established authority and voluntarily supported the crusade
of national reconstruction. Thus the Government of
National Reconstruction has achieved unchallengeable
legitimacy.

236. The people ofBolivia have deeply engrained princi­
ples of democracy. A state of life based on those ideals
cannot be replaced by the mere holding of spurious elec­
tions. Democracy is far more than that. It is the mutual
respect and converging interests of majorities and minori­
ties. It is the rule of law. It is the people organized to
undertake great common enterprises. It is the co-ordinated
work of the entire social corpus of the country to achieve an
atmosphere of peace, justice and freedom.

237. This is our concept of democracy, with special char­
acteristics that allowa country withdifferent races, customs
and languages, and with completely different outlooks to
merge them. Bolivians have to make efforts, and they are
doing so, to create that democratic model that isjust in the
political, economic and social spheres, with full solidarity
and respecting the interests of all parts and of the whole.
Together with that concept isone that isborn of the unshak­
able determination to dignify the human person, to ensure
respect for his spirit andfuture, to assure to each individual
his right to freedom, justice, education and the benefits
deriving from culture, work and just payment for it-in
sum, a task that will allowthe individual to enhancehimself
and widen and improve the atmosphere in which he lives.

238. To protect those fundamental freedoms of mankind,
wemust act withinthe confines of the law,so that a few will
not overshadow and endanger the future.of the others and
assume an authoritarian attitude that isalien to the feelings
of the nation.

239. Bolivia has been a victim of flagrant interventions. It
would appear that minorities are to be favoured, however
small they are, when trying to achieve public power, with
imperialist attitudes, receiving assistance from great and
small, from nearby and distant interests, distorting and
misinterpreting the events and thus tryingto maintainthem­
selvesin power.

240. The Government of Bolivia is firmly determined to
practise toleranceand to live in peaceWith all nationsof the
world, as the Charter of the United Nationsso wisely states
in its notable Preamble; but there have been certain acts
which turn back the hands of time in an attempt to revive
colonialist intentionswhich seemed to.havebeenleftbehind
for ever.
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241. The. tasks imposed upon themselves by the armed
forces of Bolivia in filling thevacuum created bycorruption,
fraud, uncertainty and the divisive actions of extremism are
obviously to meet the imperative needs of rebuilding the
nation. We must set our country back on the road to pro­
gress, and thiscan beachieved onlyby the re-establishment
of individual guarantees, social justice, the rule of fruitful
and creative workand, overand above all, the formation of
a new civic awareness which will return to the Bolivian his
faith in his future.

242. With efforts and sacrifices, we have arrived at the
time of reconstruction, and therefore the Government of
Bolivia isdetermined to change structures, and it hasstarted
transformations of an institutional nature to ensure to tJle
citizens, to whatever level ofsociety they belong, full partici­
pation in the management of public interests. Weintend to
guarantee a system of life that will safeguard thedemocratic
values of my people.

. 13. On this matter the President of Bolivia has stated:

"The strengthening of thecultural and historical tradi­
tions of the Bolivian people and its constant will to
achieve social progress and transformation will be the
basis on which we shallbuilda national democracy with
popular participation.

"In the construction of this new institutional reality,
theworldmust know that the armedforces of the nation,
together with its people, will never again fall prey to
fraudulent elections and the foreign involvement that
paralysed our political and institutional life."

244. The task isgigantic. The road to befollowed leads to
a certain goal: that of a free, just and sovereign nationwith
hopes for a betterfuture. Furthermore, the temporary func­
tion assumed by the armed forces of Bolivia.aims at a true
restoration ofdemocracy-not just a formal one-and thus
at the participation of the people ofBolivia in an effective
and efficient wayin theconstruction of thecountry'sfuture,
with an electoral system and the establishment of parties
which guarantee respect for the plurality of ideologies.

245. The failure of the pseudo-democratic experiments
has created only institutional instability, domestic frustra­
tion and a loss of credibility abroad with regard to our
potential and our possibilities as a modem, free and sover­
eign State.

246. Our resolve is to create a political model in keeping
with the characteristics of the Bolivian nation. We also
firmly ;ntendto reject any interference, pressure or adventu­
rism. It isa matterofpridefortheBolivians that theyshould
manage theirownatTairs, and theGovernment of National
Reconstruction is acting accordingly. Imperialist or neo­
colonialist positions will not reflect this ardent determina­
tion.However small peoples maybe, when theypursue vital
and just causes they inexorably triumph.

247. Thus, Bolivia is not going to interrupt its march
towards a future of happiness. In these times through which
the nation is living, despite the organized calumnious
attacks on our Government, we are taking a positive for­
ward step towards the reorganization of the nation. The
concept of national reconstruction is not merely a promise
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or a circumstancial goal. It is an historical imperative to
return to the country a collective awareness and pride of
direct participation in the life of the nation.

248. Fortunately, many important countries of the world
have been able to comprehend the popular massive will of
the Bolivian people, our sacrifices and our concern, and our
decision in trueautonomy to follow the.road tracedforusby
destiny. We pay a tribute to those countries, because they
are thus correctly interpreting the most noble principles of
international coexistence.

249. I should not have addedanything to what I have just
said, but the repeated accusations, all false and one-sided,
concerning violations of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the International Covenant onCivil and
Political Rights which govern coexistence in civilized socie­
ties, force me to point to certain situations that have arisen
in mycountryand on thismatter to makepublic theview of
my Government.

250. However, before doing so, we must admit, if we do
not wish to run the risk ofbecoming naive or of blindly and
stubbornly belieVing misinformation, that there are
moments of upheaval in the lives of peoples. Transition
oftenmakes it impossible to preserve order,and therefore to
restore it is imperative to put an end to the violence that is
unleashed and the anarchy that is rampant through the
exercise of authority.

251. Furthermore, weknow that it isvery easy, in matters
of human rights, to criticize and to demand, even though the
critics themselves are obviously guilty of having violated
those very rights. But this distorted viewpoint, very often
maliciously exploited, cannot provide a smokescreen to
allow the shirking of responsibilities in matters of human
rights. It isnot going to beallowed to do so, for it is the will
of the Government to live within the law, so that these
actions will serve the purposes of the law, and, inthewords
of a great Bolivian, this is the onlyservitude that does not
humiliate.

252. We must not live underconditions of subterfuge and
misinformation. The armedforces took theresponsibility of
leading the nation because theywere forced to do so bythe
need to correct the existing pseudo-democracy andanarchy.
We could hardly fall into thesame pretence, since weknow
that it leads to nothing positive or substantially permanent
in the country.

253. Bolivia isdetermined to play the true role in interna­
tional life, which it must by reason of its history and geo­
graphical location. That exceptional location makes Bolivia
a very important factor within the framework of Latin
America, which isnowseeking thedevelopment ofa unified
personality. The geo-political situation of Bolivia hasgiven
it a multiple interrelationship with five Latin American
nations, and thus it has become a meeting ground of inter­
ests which move it nearer to all its neighbours and give
meaning to the fact that, as was said many years ago,
"Bolivia is the land of contacts".

254. My country stands full square among thosenations
that wish to consolidate the national State through the
creation ofapolitical, economic and social model that will
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266. Bolivia, whose own natural resources werethe object
of longexploitation for unilateral benefits, considers that we
must guarantee respect for the interests ofpeoples that have,
withtheir raw materials, createdthe wealth of the powerful.
Thus we will avoid greaterhatred and events that couldwell
shake the very foundations of our society.

265. These days bring to our attention another zone that
creates tension-the Middle East. The decisive influence of
energy-producing resources on the world economy has led
to confrontations that are designed to perpetuate depen­
dencyand flaunt peaceful coexistence and the combining of
interests.

264. The nationsof America agreed with this when,at the
ninth session of the General Assembly of the Organization
of American States, they adopted resolution 426, which
offers Bolivia continental solidarity and urges negotiations
on a.sovereign access by my country to the Pacific Ocean.
Thus, at this international'meeting, I wish to express my
gratitude and thanks to our brothers in the inter-American
system and to express our hope that those efforts will be
continued with greater. vigourand thus meetthe dictatesof
international justice.

268. From that standpoint, we reiterate our belief that
only civilized dialogue can be employed to overcome the
difficulties that confront the Middle East.

263. Thus we reaffirm an unshakable Bolivian policy,
which sums up the fervour of a peopleand seeks to redress
an injustice: the return of my country to the sea.

267. The situation in the Middle East also toucheson the
need to achieve peaceful coexistence on the well-known
basis, which Bolivia supports, of respecting the rightsof the
Palestinian peopleand the rightof Israel to assureitslasting
life as a sovereign nation.

257. The positionof myGovernment concerning interna­
tional policies isdefined in the recent statementmadebythe
President of Bolivia, General Luis GarciaMeza. The
Government of National Reconstruction reiterates its
respect for international agreements and maintains relations
with all countries of the world in conditions-ofreciprocal
respect for ideological pluralism, self-determination of peo­
ples and the sovereignty of States.

259. The Government of National Reconstruction not
onlyadheresto theUniversal DeclarationofHuman Rights,
we intend to give real meaning in social terms to its princi­
ples which must not simply remain formulas of interna­
tional pressure. As far as weare concerned, those principles
must guarantee to men and peoples the right not to be
exploited and the right to build up their capacity to over­
come misery and backwardness.

258. Ours is a position of anti-colonialism and non­
alignment. It is a positionof solidarity with the dependent
countriesof the world and a rejection of all forrns of racial
discrimination.

256. Furthermore, we reaffirm our absoluteadherence to
the purposes and principles of the United Nations,particu­
larlythoseconcerning the legal equality ofStates,respect for
the self-determination of peoples, theobligation not to inter­
fere in the domestic affairs of other States, international
co-operation, and determined action to maintain interna­
tional peace and security byencouraging relations of friend­
ship that are indispensable among nations if we are to
achieve civilized and peaceful coexistence.

255. The nationalism practiced by the Government of
National Reconstruction in Bolivia is not exclusive to the
nascent Latin American nationalism that is manifested in
the region'smany efforts at integration. TheGovernmentof
National Reconstruction continues an integrationist policy
that is well defined, since weconsiderthat political differen­
ces must not hinder, because of current circumstances, any
possibility of continental unity. We endeavourto follow an
independent international line based solely on the perma­
nent interests of the Republic itself.

fulfil itsowncharacteristics and peculiarities withoutforeign 262. We wish to stress the geo-political roleof our country
interference' and without adopting ideologies that will dis- in its multiple effects on all the regions, subregions and
tort the aspirations and the feelings of the Latin American basins within the political diversity that constitutes an
people. accepted principle of internationalcoexistence. In our atti­

tude in favour of integration, weare interested, obviously, in
the Andean region, whose human and natural centre lies in
Bolivia and the basinsof the Rio Plata and the Amazon,as
well as the Pacific area, of which we are historically, natu­
rally and undeniably sovereign participants.
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260. While enjoying the best relations with the Powers of
the West, and more especially with the countries of our
continent, the Government of National Reconstruction of
the Armed Forces is extremely interested in strengthening
our relations with the socialist countries, whose experience
in movingaheadfromlevels ofbackwardness similarto ours
can be very useful to countries like Bolivia, aside from any
political and ideological considerations.

261. The Government of National Reconstruction is
deeply interested, too, in the achievement of a newinterna­
tional economic order, and we contend that continental
integration is a means of freeing our people and not an
instrument for a pseudo-democratic continuation of
dependency.

269. At a moment when the world is watching a most
painful armed confrontation that is draining the blood of
two peoples, Bolivia reaffirms its vocation as a peaceful
nation and demands from the United Nations firm and
prompt action to put an end to that ghastly and tragic
conflict.

270~ Bolivia shares the suffering of those countries which
in their regional struggles, incited by hegemonic centres,are
paying their painful tribute to universal peace.

271. Famine, ignorance and, in brief, general poverty,
cause greater tension than the nuclear threat, the arms race
or racial intolerance. Inequality should be the concern of
mankind, now disunited by the prosperity of the few, a
mankind faced by the yearning of the majority for a better
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life. This is. both a problem and a challenge that we must
take up bravely and with determination, because justice
demands that we do so.

272. In our conceptof development wegive prideof place
to the achievement of true economic independence so as to
wipe out the relations of dependency that some countries
would like to perpetuate.

273. The crisis in which the international communityfinds
itself today has shown incontrovertibly the flaws in the
present international economic order. The consequences of
such a crisis are particularly unfavourable for the countries
of the third world,dangerously aggravating and multiplying
the problemsof their underdevelopment. In the light of that
desperate situation, it is imperative that a series of steps be
taken internationally within the framework of the United
Nations in order to finda way of restructuring international
economic relations.

274. In the General Assembly in 1974 the international
community, with historic'perspective and vision, solemnly
proclaimed its determination to work with the necessary
urgency to establish a newinternational economic order [see
resolution 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI)]. Today more than
ever the peoples of the third world, the peoples which are
suffering, are fully awareof theirrighttoconditions oflife in
keeping with human dignity. The privileged nations under
the present order can no longer deny them that right.

275. Bolivia recognizes '1..d supports as instruments of
that neworder the InternationalDevelopment Strategyand
the global negotiations on international economic co­
operation and co-operation among the developing
countries.

276. Unfortunately, six years after the proclamation of
that new order and despite arduous preparatory efforts, the
international community has just seen another failure in
international co-operation. The eleventh special session of
the General Assembly did not have the desired results: itdid
not adopt the International Development Strategy,nor did
it launch the global negotiations.

277. However, mycountrystill believes it to be the respon­
sibility of this Assembly to overcome those obstacles and
increase the possibility of taking a great step towards the
establishment of a new concept of international co­
operation.

278. The developing countries have decided to make a
joint effort to establish a system ofco-operation amongtheir
peoples to give newcontent to the spiritof solidarity among
the countries of the third world.

279. In the morespecific sphere of rawmaterials it mustbe
noted that, despite thefact that theinternationalcommunity
has approved principles of policy and the machinery of
operation, someStateshavepersisted in the unilateral prac­
tice of placing on the international market non-commercial
reserves of minerals, as in thecaseoftead, which hasadverse
effects on the economies of th~ producer countries.

280. Bolivia reaffirms its faith in the San FranciscoChar­
ter.The UnitedNations,overcoming tremendousobstacles,

has persisted unceasingly and unswervingly in its efforts to
preserve peace.

281. Bolivia sees peace as the result of solidarity and co­
operation, rather than as themereabsence ofconfrontation.
We must not only avoid international conflicts but also
guarantee the future of the inhabitants of each continent,
each country and each region of the world. We cannot
justify our continued effort to eliminate collective violence
unless we try also to eradicatemisunderstanding, violations
of the human person and the denial offreedom. Without
freedom there can be no guarantee of justice.

282. I have expressed the views of a nation which iscou­
rageously facing its future. That courage can be seen in its
decision to build a country enriched by work, respected for
the practiceof justice, adorned by culture and ennobledby
its faith in the solidarity of mankind.

283. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): We
havejust heard the last speaker in the general debatefor this
afternoon. I shall now call on those representatives who
haveasked to be allowed to speak in exercise of the rightof
reply.

284. Sir Anthony PARSONS (United Kingdom): I am
exercising my delegation's right of reply to certain remarks
madeabout Belize bythe ForeignMinister of Guatemala in
his statement to the General Assembly on Monday [25th
meeting].

285. My Government's views on Belize are well known
and have been repeatedly stated in this Assembly. It. has
always beenmy Government's view that thepeopleofBelize,
like those of so manyother former British dependentTerri­
tories, should be allowed to exercise their right to self­
determination without any threat or hindrance from
outside. The Government of the UnitedKingdom will con­
tinue to make every effort to find a negotiated solution to
thisproblem,as wehavebeenenjoined to do bytheGeneral
Assembly in resolution 34/38. Indeed, therewill bea further
round of negotiations here in New York next week for
precisely this purpose. But the people of Belize.cannot be
prevented indefinitely from exercising rights which have
been consistently upheld by my Government and this
Assembly and which are enshrined in the Charter of the
United Nations.

286. Mr. BENHIMA (Morocco) (interpretation from
French): ~ince the beginning of the debate in the General
Assembly, the overwhelming majority of representatives
who havespoken from the rostrum havedealtwiththemost
urgent questions of the day in international affairs in a
measured and responsible manner that should give the
Organization real grounds for satisfaction.

287. Unfortunately, certainspeakers haveindulged inora­
tory to the detriment of sound argumentation. They falsify
facts, distort reality and make accusations against others.
Mycountry has beenthe objectofsomeof theseaccusations
on the subject of the so-called question of Western Sahara.
The heads of the delegations of Nicaragua and the Sey­
chelles, in particular, have exercised their talents as verbal
mercenaries here: the former, no doubt, in. the interest of
subversive and destabilizing ideas and the latter in the inter-
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288. At the preceding meeting the representative of
Uganda sangan ode to the liberty and democracy of hisown
country, but his lyricism misleads no one, He claims self­
determination- for a people which does not exist, but
imposes silence and repression on the people of Uganda,
with the assistance of the tanks from a foreign army which

est of an idealism suggested to him, if not inspired in him, occupies its capital and dictates its will. On behalf of his
but which he preaches without conviction. My delegation Government, the representative of Ugandaasksfor foodaid
forgives him for his arrogance because of his youth and for the victims of famine in his country, but maintains
inexperience. silence about the diversion of that assistance for the benefit

ora handful of corrupt mercantilists. The representative of
Uganda wouldhave-done betterto dealwiththeproblemsof
hispeopleinsteadof havingthe impudence to give lessons to
countries which do not need them.
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