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11. The Soviet intervention in Afghanistan has been a
cause of deep concern to my Government, and we have
expressed this concern on more than one occasion. The
Governments of the European Community have also
appealed to the Soviet Union to withdraw its troops uncon­
ditionally. On these occasions it was stressed that detente is
indivisible, that developments in one region have repercus­
sions in other regions of the world. The Community, in

9. My friend and colleague, Mr. Thorn, the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Luxembourg, expressed the views of the
nine countries of the European Community on some major
international problems before the General Assembly [6th
meeting]. He also dwelt on the issues I have just mentioned.

10. A clear violation of the rules of international relations
and of the self-determination and sovereignty of a people is
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. This action by a perma­
nent member of the Security Council was condemned by the
great majority of the members of this Assembly when it met
in special session in January of this year [resolution ES-6/2].

8. The events that have occurred since the autumn of 1979
have affected many human lives. I feel that it is essential to
find adequate solutions for the needs of the many individu­
als affected by war, famine, disease and discrimination. In
my address I should, therefore, like to focus on the effect of
international controversies on the individual, and on the
widespread lack of justice. I intend to discuss some of the
major themes that are of concern to the community of
nations and that affect the lives and destinies of millions of
people.
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6. The attainment of respect for the individual and his
rights all over the world is and will remain one of the
principal tasks of our Organization. That means tolerance,
justice and the right to live together in this world.

7. The Kingdom of the Netherlands throughout the ages
has tried to build a society based on tolerance. As a result.
our foreign policy is very much oriented towards the protec­
tion of the individual and his rights. That outlook has also
inspired our development policy, which lays particular
stress on the need of the poorest members of the interna­
tional community.

the clashes, .strife and discord among nations. Conversely,
there will be no real basis for a stable peace and security as
long as fundamental rights and freedoms of men, women
and children are totally disregarded. The Universal Declara­
tion of Human Rights of 1948 says: "recognition of the
inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights ofall
members of the human family is the foundation offreedom,
justice and peace in the world" [resolution 2/7 A (llI)].
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2. We want, too, to extend our cordial congratulations to
the President of the previous session of the General Assem­
bly and to compliment him on the most efficient and exem­
plary way in which he guided our work.

1. Mr. van del' KLAAUW (Netherlands): Mr. President, it
is a particular pleasure for me to congratulate you on your
election to the high office of President of the thirty-fifth
session of the General Assembly. You have, during the past
few years, given ample proof of your knowledge of United
Nations matters, of your wisdom and tact, and of your
organizational abilities. We look forward to working with
you in the days ahead.
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3. We also wish to address very special congratulations to
the delegation of Zimbabwe. Likewise, we welcome most
warmly to our midst the delegation of Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines. We wish these sovereign and indepenent States
a bright and peaceful future, and we declare our solidarity
with them in their brave endeavours to that end.

4. The general debate in the Assembly presents us each
year with a good opportunity to evaluate the events of the
year behind us and to draw conclusions in respect of the
future. And each year we try to formulate recommendations
that appear to us most suited to the mood of the particular
period. Developments in the international political situation
since we met last year have been deeply disturbing, as they
have tended to undermine rather than enhance the rule of
law that should govern the relations not only among nations
but also among individuals,

5. In our endeavours to create a better international cli­
mate and to further understanding among nations, we
should never forget that nations consist of human beings
and that human beings first and foremost bear the brunt of
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April' and June? of this year, proposed as a solution an
agreement between the big Powers and the countries border­
ing on Afghanistan to respect that country's sovereignty and
territorial integrity and to desist from interfering in its
affairs, from stationing troops and from any form of mil­
itary association with Afghanistan. Any initiative in that
direction would be supported by the Community. That is
still the position, and we hope that such a solution will be
pursued for the sake of the Afghan people and for the sake

. of world peace.

12. The effect of the intervention has been a human
tragedy for the Afghan people in terms of casualties and of
hundreds of thousands of refugees in neighbouring coun­
tries. In view of the human suffering and of the threat to
peace, the Netherlands Government reiterates its support of
measures to restore Afghanistan's traditional status as an
independent and non-aligned country, to enable its people
to determine its own future in freedom.

13. In South-East Asia, the conflict in and around Kam­
puchea remains unresolved. Here again a human drama
continues to unfold with complete disregard for elementary
human rights and the freedom of the individual. Here again,
the stability of the area and world peace and security are
threatened. The Netherlands Government will continue to
support the efforts to help the victims of this conflict. It is
even more important to address ourselves to the causes of
this conflict. The Netherlands therefore supports whole­
heartedly the initiative of the countries members of the
Association of South-East Asian Nations [ASEAN] to con­
vene an international conference on Kampuchea [see
A/35/369-S/14182. aimex]. The political problem caused by
Viet Nam's role in Kampuchea should be faced and solved
in such a way as to allow the Kampuchean people to decide
their future for themselves without outside interference, and
thereby to restore peace and stability in the region.

14. We have witnessed anotherviolation of the rule of law
in international relations in the region in the taking hostage
of the personnel of the American Embassy in Teheran, an
action that is a threat to peace as well as a violation of
human rights. The Security Council has said as much on
several occasions. I listened with great attention to what
United States Secretary of State Muskie had to say on this
subject [4th meeting], and I cannot but agree with him that
this tragic impasse should be resolved quickly. Once again,
we solemnly appeal to the Islamic Republic of Iran to release
the hostages and thus put an end to their suffering.

15. For my country, the recent outbreak of hostilities
between Iran and Iraq is a reason for grave concern. From
this rostrum I make an urgent appeal to both parties to
observe the utmost restraint and to resolve their dispute by
peaceful means.

16. The ending of the war in Southern Rhodesia and the
emergence of the sovereign State of Zimbabwe have

I Declaration issued in Luxembourg on 28 April 1980. For the text.
see Official Records of the Security Council. Thirty-fifth Year, Supple­
ment for April. May and June 1980. document 8/13925.

C Declaration issued at Venice on 13 June 1980. For the text. see
Official Records of the Security Council. Thirty-flfth Year. Supplement
for April. May and June /980. document S/14003.

removed a major source of tension in southern Africa. It is
evident, however, that other sources of tension in southern
Africa remain, notably the issue of apartheid and the ques­
tion of Namibia. The developments in Zimbabwe have
given hope to many throughout southern Africa. Positive
changes which occur in the neighbourhood of South Africa
and which satisfy aspirations for human dignity and stabil­
ity cannot fail to make themselves felt in South Africa itself.
They will thus promote increasingly effective pressure from
within .

17. The Government of the Netherlands, conscious of the
impact of economic and social development in a number of
countries in southern Africa on political progress in
Namibia and South Africa, has decided to set up a special
aid programme for southern Africa. In this way we wish to
make a contribution to the important political initiative of
the nine States of southern Africa, members of the Organi­
zation of African Unity, 3 aimed at achieving economic inde­
pendence from South Africa and co-operation among
themselves. We will avail ourselves of this General Assem­
bly session to give an impulse towards this goal. We urge
many countries to do the same, and we think that the
Assembly should address itself to this issue.

18. Effective outside pressure on South Africa should be
stepped up as much as possible. A policy of discrimination
can never be made acceptable to those who are being dis­
criminated against or to the international community as a
whole. We make an urgent plea to the South African
Government to face the inescapable truth that the apartheid
policy will come to an end. In its own efforts to attain this
goal, the Netherlands Government is in the process of
sounding out friendly countries on any possible concerted
efforts, including economic measures, to bring about a
change in South Africa which will bring to this part of the
world the dignity that mankind deserves.

19. My Government will continue to support the
Secretary-General, the group of five Western States and the
front-line States in their efforts to impler e settlement
proposal for Namibia approved by the S .~y Council in
its resolution 435 (1978). Outstanding issues have been clari­
fied and we are confident that the greatest possible impar­
tiality in implementing that resolution can now be achieved.
Therefore South Africa should, without any further delay,
be prepared to start implementation of the settlement plan
in co-ordination with the United Nations.

20. Concerning the Middle East, Mr. Thorn, speaking on
behalf of the European Community, has already elaborated
on this issue. I, too, wish to stress that a just, lasting and
comprehensive peace settlement can only. be based on the
rule of law and respect for the individual. The nine countries
of the European Community expressed this in their meeting
at Venice [see A/35/299-S/14oo9], notably emphasizing
two principles. These two principles-the right to existence
and to security of'all States in the region, including Israel,
and justice for.all peoples, which implies recognition of the
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people-should now be
put into practice.

1 Declaration adopted at Lusaka on 1April 1980by the head" ofState
and Government of the nine independent southern African States.
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21. At this stage I do not wish to prejudge the results of the
current process of consultations and deliberations. What I
can say, however, is that the Netherlands adopts a positive
approach to any activity which will lead to a just, lasting and
comprehensive peace settlement.

22. I now come to the situation in Lebanon. The Nether­
lands Government takes a particular interest in what
happens in that strife-torn country. We attach great impor­
tance to the independence, sovereignty and territorial integ­
rity of Lebanon, including the re-establishment of the
sovereignty of the Lebanese Government over its entire
territory. I have mentioned the territorial integrity of Leba­
non since it constitutes a prerequisite for stability in the
Middle East.

23. A battalion of Dutch soldiers in the service of the
United Nations is involved in the peace-keeping activities of
UNIFIL in southern Lebanon. We deeply regret all sorts of
obstacles preventing UNIFIL from carrying out the task
entrusted to it by the Security Council. From this rostrum I
call upon all parties concerned to enable the UNIFIL con­
tingent to fulfil in safety its difficult and important mandate.

24. It is true that in certain countries the human rights
situation has improved, but from other corners of the world
we hear of serious situations and new waves of repression.
Bolivia is a case in point. The process leading to a return to
democracy has been interrupted in that country and repres­
sive measures, often of a violent nature, are being taken.
That development is the more regrettable because of the
growing co-operation between the countries belonging to the
Andean Pact" and the European Community. At this stage I
want to reiterate our wish to intensify relations between the
European Community and the democracies in Latin
America.

25. For many years my Government has, together with
others, strongly advocated a return to democracy and
respect for human rights in Chile. However, we cannot
consider the recent referendum on the new Constitution in
Chile as a step forward. In our view, that Constitution is not
likely to guarantee a speedy return to Chile's traditional
democratic form of government.

26. The Kingdom of the Netherlands, part of which is
situated in the Caribbean, .is understandably concerned
about the recent controversies in that region and in Central
America. We think that a climate of stability and co­
operation is of the utmost importance if true progress and
development are to be achieved.

27. The international situation has worsened rather than
improved in the past year. The conflicts I have mentioned an
lead to greater suffering. They also lead to greater demands
on resources which could be used for development and for
the improvement of the deteriorated economic situation.
They certainly lead to less security and peace for mankind.

28. My Government's policy remains directed at the
attainment of peace and security and the lessening of inter­
national tensions. This presupposes the creation ofa climate

4 Andean Agreement for Subregional Integration. signed at Bogota
on 26 May 1969.

of trust in which the ground rules underlying the relations
between nations and individuals are respected.

29. East-West relations are under stress as a result of
developments in South-West and South-East Asia. They are
also affected by the continued Soviet military build-up.

30. We hope that the second review session of the Confer­
ence on Security and Co-operation in Europe, to be held at
Madrid in November of this year, will contribute to the
lessening of East-West tensions. The Helsinki Final Act' is a
code of conduct, a set of ground rules for multilateral and
bilateral relations between States, as well as between States
and private citizens.

31. At Madrid, a frank and business-like discussion
should take place on the full implementation of the provi­
sions of the Final Act. In such conditions, we believe it will
be necessary to discuss negative developments, such as those
in the human rights sphere. Only in that spirit can the aim of
the Conference be fulfilled.

32. Confidence-building and other measures should be
agreed upon in the interests ofpeace, security and stability in
the world. My Government will endeavour to arrive at
meaningful confidence-building measures for the whole of
Europe which should go beyond mere declarations of intent.
The growing tensions in the world compel us to pay special
attention to effective measures aimed at disarmament and
arms control and the curtailing of arms traffic.

33. Disarmament matters are discussed in various forums.
However, inspiration is often lacking in those deliberations.
Nuclear arms issues are taking a prominent place in those
discussions. A comprehensive test-ban treaty would be
desirable in itself and would provide us with an important
psychological. stimulus for nuclear disarmament. It would
also strengthen the non-proliferation regime.

34. A growth in the number of nuclear Powers would
inescapably lead to nuclear chaos. We therefore regret that
the non-proliferation discussion has developed overtones of
a North-South controversy, whereas it concerns the security
and survival of all of us. The Second Review Conference of
the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons" has unfortunately failed to reach a
consensus.

35. We should not close our eyes to the possible serious
repercussions of that set-back. Broad political support
remains the basis for a viable non-proliferation regime. A
world-wide meeting of minds on that vital issue is essential.
In that context, we have noted with appreciation the inten­
tion of the United States Government to move forward as
speedily as possible after the presidential elections towards
the ratification of the SALT 11 Treaty.'

36. The excruciating problem of nuclear armament and
nuclear disarmament tends to overshadow all other prob-

~ Signed on I August 1975.

~ Held at Geneva from 11 August to 7 September 1980.
'Treaty between the United States of America and the Union of

Soviet Socialist Republics on the Limitation of Strategic Offensive
Arms. signedat Vienna on 18 June 1979.
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lems. However, let us not forget that armed conflicts in
various. parts of the world are being waged at this very
moment with conventional weapons that maim and kill.
albeit on a smallerscale. I hope the decisions to be taken by
the Disarmament Commisslon on that problemwill lead to
at least the start of serious discussion within the United
Nations of conventional disarmament measures.

37. Just to underlinethe great importance the Netherlands
attaches to disarmament and arms control, I should like to
mention in passing that this week has been proclaimed
"Peace Week" in my country.

38. The conclusions of the eleventh special session of the
General Assembly are still fresh in our minds. There will be
other occasions when we can explain in detail our Govern­
ment's views on the present stage of the North-South dia­
logue. I therefore wish to limit myself to a few remarks on
the follow-up of that session.

39. It isour sincere desire that the Assembly should adopt
the International Development Strategy for the Third
United Nations Development Decade" with a view to its
implementation as from the beginning of next year. Let me
echo the feelings of grave concern that you, Mr. President,
expressed in your opening statement [1st meeting], that so
many countries have not reached the 0.7 per cent aid target.
That target should indeed, inour view, be reachedinthe first
half of this decade.

40. My Government shares the widespread disappoint­
ment that no final agreement could be reached on a proced­
ural framework for the new round of global negotiations. I
strongly appeal to those Governments which, at the closure
of the eleventh special session, were not able to join in the
consensus, to make every effort to overcome the present
difficulties during this session.

41. On the subject of furthering the advancement of
human rights, I want to underline the importance of attain­
ing equality between women and men. The idea of conven­
ing a World Conference at Copenhagen this summer,
midway through the, United Nations Decade for Women,
was a good initiative [resolution 3520 (XXX)]. It was there­
fore regrettable that the work of the Conference was
thwarted by extraneous political questions which had very
little bearing on the subject under discussion. Unfortu­
nately, I feel compelled to express my regrets that such
eventshave affected other discussions in the UnitedNations
as well.

42. The Netherlandsdelegation was unable to support the
Programme of Action adopted at Copenhagen? as such.
Nevertheless, the Kingdom of the Netherlandsstands ready
to continue, within the United Nations and in the frame­
work of the Decade, to work for the advancement of the
position of women. Fortunately, there have been important
achievements during the Decade, suchas theconclusionofa
Convention on the EliminationofAll Forms ofDiscrimina-

HSubsequently adopted by the General Assembly as resolution 35/56.
9 See Report ofthe WorldConference of'he UnitedNations Decadefor

Women: Equality, Development and Peace, Copenhagen, 14 to 30July 1980
(United Nations publication. Sales No. E.80.JV.3 and corrigendum),
chap. I. sect. A.,

tion Against Women [resolution 341180, annex], the opera­
tion of the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade
for Women, the World Plan of Action adopted at Mexico
City in July 197510 and the great number of positive clauses
in the Programme of Action adopted at Copenhagen.These
achievements have prompted my Government to continue
to work for the further broadening and deepeningof United
Nations policy for women's equality, in particular in the
field of multilateral development co-operation.

43. My country attaches great importance to the legisla­
tive process with regard to the promotion of human rights
within this Organization. I would appeal to all who partici­
pate in that processto speedup the workon a declarationon
the elimination of religious intolerance, on a convention on
the prohibition of torture and on a declaration on the rights
of individuals who are not citizens of the country in which
they live. The question of this last declaration is on the
Assembly's agenda under item 12 [see AI351363]. It is our
wish that at some time in the future the implementation of
all human rights instruments will be monitored by a United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, an institu­
tion we will continue to promote.

44. In his report on the work of the Organization
[A1351I], the Secretary-General hasonceagain presentedto
us with clarityand precision a concise pictureofthe political
and economicsituation of the world of today. The picture is
not bright. I wish to pay special attention to the plight of
millions of peoplesuffering from disease and starvation who
are forced to leave their homesteads, and I shall quote from
the Secretary-GeneraJ's report where it says:

"Political and militaryconflicts and upheavalsinvaria­
bly engender human suffering which, on occasion,
reaches disaster proportions. . .. Problems of refugees
and displaced persons as well as demands for reliefand
rehabilitation on a massive scaleexist in Africaand Asia.
. . . Considerable strain is imposed on the fragile econo­
mies of countries that receive largenumbers of refugees,
and they naturally expectthe internationalcommunity to
share the burden they carry.

"In addition, international assistance is required to
deal with the ravages of drought and famine which have
spread from the Sahelian countries to many other coun­
tries in Africa, leaving in their wakestarvation and social
disruption." [Ibid., sect. VI.]

45. The international community has a responsibility to
see to it that these calamities are avoided. We wereencour­
aged by the Secretary-General's positive reaction to the
initiative taken in the Economic and Social Council last
summer fora review of the emergency operations of the
United Nations system.

46. A numberof years ago, my country made a proposal
to raise the capacityofthe United Nationssystem forcoping
with man-made disaster situations.11 It is my Government's
sincere wish that when the Secretary-General presents his
review we once more seriously consider how to cope with

III See Report ofthe WorldConference' :;,',! International Women's Year
(United Nations publication. Sales Ne. ;:.:16.1V.I). chap. 11;sect. A.

11 See OfficialRecords ofthe GeneralA.uembly, Twenty-.vixth Session,
Plenary Meeting«, 1948th meeting. para. 120.
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them. The only road that can leadto success an tms respectIS

a close, continuous and institutionalized co-operation
between nations and the United Nations system,as well as
)tIithin the United Nations systems itself, to provide on the
shortest possiblenotice the assistance requiredfor any given
specific calamity.

47. The founder Members of the United Nations built a
structure that, we believe, has kept its basic validity to this
day. It has built-in checksand balancesbetween the various
groups of Members. Its size and composition make it an
instrument for deep discussions and well-considered deci­
sions. In the present circumstances, any proposals for dras­
tic change may upset the present checks and balances and
make the instrument at our disposal less, rather than more,
effective. Ofcourse, the present machineryshould, incertain
instances, be improved. The strengtheningof the Organiza­
tion for coping with the calamitieswhich I just mentioned is
a case in point. I wouldalso liketo seemore support given to
the peace-keeping activities of the Organization. We believe
that more use could be made of valuable instruments that
are already at our disposal. For instance, more frequent
recourse to one of the main organs of the Organization, the
International Court of Justice, and, even more important,
abidance by its decisions would be conducive to the settle­
ment of conflicts between nations.

48. b a world in which political and economic tensions
seem to grow rather than to diminish, the demand for a
more peaceful world with a chance for everycitizenof every
country to lead a decent life becomes more imperative. In
this ever more interlocking and interdependent world, we
must come to grips with the economicand social problems
and provide peace and security for each and every one.

49. Mr. CZYREK (Poland):" Please accept our warm
congratulations, Mr. President,on your electionto the presi­
dency of the thirty-fifth sessionof the General Assembly. In
sharing in the assurances of appreciation of your own mer­
its, achievements and experience that have been addressed
to you from this rostrum, I should like, as representative of
Poland, to underscore your personal contribution to the
preparation of the process of normalization and develop­
ment of relations between the Polish People'sRepublicand
the Federal Republic of Germany. We join in the good
wishes already expressed that, under your Presidency, the
present session will bring about propitious and beneficial
results.

50. We conveyour feelings of highesteemand gratitude to
Mr. Salim Ahmed Salim, the outgoing President of the
General Assembly, who used all his talents, dedication and
efficiency in guiding its work.

5I. As always,we follow withappreciation the tireless and
dedicated activityof the Secretary-General of the Organiza­
tion, Mr. Kurt Waldheim, and the efforts he makes with a
view to solving compiex international problems.

52. We are pleased to be able to welcome in our midst
today the newly admitted State, Saint Vincent and the Gren­
adines. May we also reiterate how much we rejoice at the

12 Mr. Czyrek spoke in Polish. The English version of his statement
was supplied by the delegation.

birth of a newly mdepencenr State in Africa, Zimbabwe.
Their accession to independence and unanimous admission
to the Organization mark further progress in the great his­
toric process of decolonization, of which Poland was and
continues to be a consistent proponent. We wish the new
States every success in building their respective statehoods
and in their socio-economic development.

5J.. Each year the interval between the sessions of this
august forum brings new phenomena, new issues and new
experiences in the lifeof individualnations and of the entire
international community. We are meeting here, among the
representatives of 154 States, in order to draw appropriate
conclusions from them. These conclusions must first and
foremost be consistent with the purposes which we have
ourselves enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations­
the maintenanceofpeace, the strengtheningofinternational
security and the establishment of conditionsfor the creative
development of all nations.

54. The recent past has brought profound experiences 'to
the people of Poland. We assess them in the context ofour
entire post-war development, in the perspective of the 35
years which have passed sincethe victoryover nazism, paid
for dearly with irreplaceable lives, and since the emergence
of the People's Republic of Poland. During that period,
through a gigantic effort of our people, we have rebuilt our
country from the ravages of war, entered the road towards
the all-embracing progress of our homeland, ensured full
employment for all our citizens and created universal and
free access to education at all levels, to culture and to health
care.

55. In the complex process of our socio-economic devel­
opment, we have not escapeddifficulties, whether objective
or subjective. We tackle and solve them with all openness
and consideration, within the framework of what consti­
tutes our nation's indisputable record of accomplishment, in
accordance with our principles, our politicalsystemand the
socialist ruleoflaw,in the nameof consolidating the unity of
the people in the effort for the common good.

56. Our independent existence, sovereign development
and lasting security are inseparably bound up with the
strengthening of socialist Poland, which is linked through
friendship and alliance with the SovietUnion and isa strong
component of the community of socialist States. Precisely
such a Poland, an important factor of stabilization and
peace in Europe, will continue to be fully committed to its
role of eo-maker of permanent security on our continent
and an active contributor to efforts towards peaceful and
equitable co-operation throughout the world. Such a Poland
is and will remain a consistent advocate of a broad dialogue
and many-sided co-operation with States having different
socio-political systems, on the basis of the record so far
accomplished in this field, in keeping with the principlesof
peaceful coexistence.

57. We come to the present session faithful to the princi­
ples and purposes on which Poland's foreign policy has
invariably been based throughout the entire post-war
period. They include the <j',ruggle for the peaceand security
of the nations of Europe and of the world, the consolidation
of detente and the development of comprehensive interna­
tional co-operation.
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67. In the struggle for peace, all rational, constructive
initiatives count. We note with genuine satisfaction that, in
response to tensions and threats, broadly representative
social forces which come out in support of protecting and
continuing detente and halting the arms race are becoming
more active. This is, in fact, becoming a preoccupation of
many people ofgreat wisdom and goodwill. We highly value
the words of Pope John Paul 11 on the supreme question of
peace for mankind.

69. The state of relations between the Soviet Unionand
the United States remains of paramount importance. These
relations, it isobvious, exert a decisive impact on the jnterna­
tional atmosphere and on matters of the peace and security
of nations in a global context.

65. Our concern for the fate of European detente and
world peace and security has been reflected, in the present
difficult period. in a number of initiatives and specific
actions. Along with our allies, we have elaborated many
constructive proposals with a view to easing and eliminating
tensions in Europe and the world at large. At a time when
the policy ofdetente was being threatened, we were among
those who were doing their utmost to preserve contacts and
dialogue in relations between East and West.

size or potential. Poland, together with its allies, advances
consistently towards the goal of building strong foundations
of peace and security and establishing an infrastructure of
all-round co-operation in Europe. We invariably favour the
broadest possible dialogue with all States. Our contribution
to European politics can be illustrated by the traditional
relations between Poland and France, which might serve as
a good example of relations between States with different
political systems. Ten years ago we concluded a treaty with
the Federal Republic of Germany on the basis of which we
have developed the process of normalization of our mutual
relations. Basing ourselves upon the historic Final Act of
Helsinki, we have further developed the dialogue and co­
operation with its signatories-all European States, the
United States and Canada. We shall follow this course
consistently.

66. This year marks the tenth anniversary of the adoption
by the General Assembly of the Declaration on the
Strengthening of International Security [resolution 2734
(XXV)]. It provides a good opportunity to reflect on what we
have attained and on what still remains to be done to give
effect to its provisions. Wc can say with a full sense of
responsibility: there is no such thing as a situation on which
it is too complicated to take up or resume a dialogue, to seek
constructive solutions, as long as all the parties are ready to
demonstrate the indispensable political will, stemming from
an understanding of the vital significance ofthe most impor­
tant matters, namely, the maintenance of international
peace and security and respect for the sovereign rights of
nations.

68. We consider the consolidation of detente and the pre­
vention of a new escalation ofthe arms race to be most urgent
at present. These two component questions are closely inter­
linked and mutually conditional. What is more. their suc­
cessful resolution will determine the political situation
throughout the world.

64. Poland was one of the initiators of this process. We
have been fully involved in the action to ensure its success.
We know full well what a difficult task it was and how many
obstacles had to be overcome on the road to detente. In this
process there was and still is room for positive action by each
and every State, irrespective of its socio-economic system,

61. Many statesmen believe that mankind has come to a
crossroads. Our Polish experience of history and the vital
interests of all nations generate a desire that the world follow
a road based on peaceful coexistence, strengthening of
mutual understanding and just, equitable co-operation and
on the implementation of the noble, humanistic purposes of
the Charter of the United Nations. It cannot, however, be
based on the escalation of dangerous and costly armaments.
the incitement of mutual distrust and the creation of ever­
new tensions.

62. We firmly believe that, despite pressures brought to
bear by imperialism, the world will choose the road of
peaceful development. We are fortified in this conviction by
the positive experience and achievements of the years that
have passed. For no sensible person can deny that the time
which separates us from the most ferocious ofwars, the time
during which it proved possible to avert a global conflict,
has brought much good to the nations of all continents.
Indeed, would it have otherwise been possible to pursue the
policy of active peaceful coexistence ofStates with different
political systems and to continue detente and extensive ('1)­

operation between them? Would the social progress
achieved in many States have been possible? Would the
entire process of decolonization and of the economic devel­
opment of many regions of the world have proved feasible?

59. The sources of evil include, moreover, all vestiges of
colonialism and neo-colonial forms of domination and
interference and the practice ofapartheid and various forms
of racism and racial discrimination. which continue to breed
tensions not only on a regional but also on a global scale.

60. The economic difficulties. and the energy problems in
particular. which the world is now experiencing, combined
with policies of protectionism, differences in the level of
economic development and mounting demographic prob­
lems, are further important indicators of the present state of
the world.

58. We have been witnessing lately numerous threats and
tensions in international relations. Their underlying causes
are varied and complex. Together with our allies, we have
been pointing out for years-and, last May, we most force­
fully reaffirmed this in the declaration ofStates parties to the
Warsaw Treaty [A/35/237-S/13948. annex IIJ-that the
main threat to peace and detente lies in the arms race,
encouraged as it is by cold-war circles and by military and
industrial complexes, and in the attempts to revive a policy
based on a position of strength.

63. The positive impact upon European relations of the
process of constructive transformations between East ~nd
West, especially in the past decade. can hardly be denied,
The signatories of the Final Act of the Conference on Secu­
rity and Co-operation in Europe can be credited with impor­
tant accomplishments in peaceful co-operation.

·)1.
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81. The concern for the future of the world and for the fate
of nations makes it imperative to break out of the vicious
circle of tensions and conflicts by seeking just and enduring
solutions to acute political problems in different regions of
the world. In reducing and extinguishing hotbeds of tension
and conflict, we recognize an important component of the
struggle for the strengthening of international security. To
the best of our ability, we have taken and are still taking part
in the efforts aimed at their solution pursued both within
and outside the United Nations.

80. At the recently concluded Second Review Conference
of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons, we paid special attention to measures
aimed at the strengthening of the regime of non­
proliferation, which would also be compatible with the inter­
ests of peaceful utilization of nuclear energy.

79. We believe that, in view of the special significance of
disarmament in the nuclear field, the strengthening of the
regime of non-proliferation of nuclear weapons retains its
lasting importance. In this context, it is worth stressing the
validity of the idea of nuclear-free zones in Europe also, and
zones of peace in different regions of the world, for instance,
in the region of the Indian Ocean, as well as the validity of
the idea of strengthening security assurances to non­
nuclear-weapon States.

78. In the present complex situation, it is important to
initiate realistic steps with a view to reducing the danger of
war. That is the idea behind the proposais submitted the
other day by the Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, Andrei Gromyko [6th meeting].
They include most timely postulates concerning non­
expansion of existing military-political groupings and
renunciation, as from 1 January 1981, of the expansion of
armed forces and conventional armaments. Other impor­
tant proposals made by the Soviet Union cover negotiations
with a view tc granting appropriate guarantees to non­
nuclear-weapon States as well as the prompt conclusion of
an international treaty on the complete and general prohibi­
tion of nuclear-weapon tests. In our opinion, giving effect to
these proposals would considerably reduce the direct threats
facing mankind today. They contain an initiative which,
when taken up, would give a new, broader dimension to the
struggle for a more secure world for us and for the genera­
tions to come.

76. Poland will seek a decision" during the Madrid meeting
which will make it possible to convene such a conference in
the shortest possible time. Its deliberations would make a
valuable contribution to the consolidation of a broad and
positive process, combining political and military detente
into one inseparable whole.

75. In reiterating early this year the proposal to convene
the conference, Poland offered to act as host to it in its
capital. This would be an honour for our country, and
Warsaw, we believe, would bea worthy and proper place to
hold such an important international meeting.

74. Considering the realities of the situation now obtain­
ing on the European continent, we believe there is urgent
need to elaborate a satisfactory negotiating formula con­
cerning military detente and disarmament. This, in our
opinion, could be made possible by taking up and develop­
ing the idea ofa conference on military detente and disarma­
ment in Europe, which has been advanced by the States
parties to the Warsaw Treaty. Such a conference should
agree upon confidence-building measures and subsequently
lead to a reduction of military confrontation and a limita­
tion of military activities in that important part of the world
which has the greatest accumulation ofdangerous weapons.

73. Seven years have passed since the initiation of the
Vienna Talks on the Mutual Reduction of Forces, Arma­
ments and Associated Measures in Central Europe. Poland
is unceasingly interested in a prompt and meaningful break­
through in these talks, so that they produce appropriate
agreements. The latest proposals presented by States parties
to the Warsaw Treaty constitute another significant step
towards bringing the respective positions closer together.

72. Poland, therefore, supports the constructive proposals
of the Soviet Union to their full extent and declares itself in
favour of negotiations on nuclear missile weapons in
Europe. We welcome the announcement of a prompt com­
mencement of such negotia.tions and hope for their success.

71. In December 1979, the Council of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization [NATO] took a decision concerning
deployment in Western Europe of new types of nuclear
missile weapons. The decision, without any doubt, has
become a factor hindering the process ofdetente, and not on
a European scale alone. Dealing as it does a blow at the
principle of equal security of the parties, it aims-which is
particularly dangerous-at the lowering of the threshold for
the use of nuclear weapons. It carries a threat of inconceiva­
ble consequences for the nations of Europe and for world
peace.
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70. A year ago, from this rostrum,'! the Polish 77. Disarmament issues, which are closely linked with the
delegation-like, indeed, many other delegations-expressed security of nations and with the conditions for their socio-
optimism and hope, which we all shared at the time, in economic development, have been and continue to be the
connexion with the signing of the Treaty on the Limitation focus of attention of the States of the world. This was
of Strategic Offensive Arms, SALT n. We trust that the confirmed by the debates and results of the tenth special
Treaty, which serves not only the vital interests of the two session of the General Assembly in 1978. I should like to
Powers but the cause of world peace and security as well, express the conviction that the impulse which that session
will be ratified at the earliest possible time. gave to disarmament negotiations will result shortly in the

finalization of new disarmament agreements, including
those concerning the prohibition of all nuclear-weapon
tests, the prohibition of chemical and radiological weapons
and the prohibition of new types and new systems of weap­
ons of mass destruction. Poland will continue to act with all
determination in this direction.

11 See Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Thirty-fourth Session;
Plenary Meetings. 11th meeting. paras. 149-204.

82. We fully reaffirm our position concerning a compre­
hensive and just settlement of the situation in the Middle
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East, in which the key issue is the question of ensuring
independent statehood for the Arab people of Palestine, in
accordance with the postulates of the Palestine Liberation
Organization [PLO], a settlement that would bring lasting
security to all States of the region.

83. It is imperative to ensure peaceful development, good­
neighbourly relations and co-operation for all nations of
South-East Asia. A good basis to achieve this has been
provided by the proposals of the Socialist Republic of Viet
Nam and ofa number of other States. The acceptance of
political realities, including the recognition of the People's
Republic of Kampuchea and its Government and the termi­
nation of hegemonistic pressures against the States of Indo­
China, constitute an important condition for a process of
stabilization and co-operation in the region.

84. Realism, honesty, the right to progressive transforma­
tions and security-these are the guiding elements of our
approach to the complex problems of South-West Asia,
including the situation concerning the Democratic Republic
of Afghanistan. We support the initiatives of the Govern­
ment of Afghanistan towards solving the existing issues
through mutual recognition, in the spirit of good­
neighbourliness and co-operation.

85. On the twentieth anniversary of the historic Declara­
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples [resolution /5/4 (XV)], we could not stress more
emphatically the need for immediate and final eradication of
the remnants of colonialism in southern Africa and of its
particularly abhorrent form, apartheid. The elimination of
the vestiges of colonialism and of all forms of neo-colonial
dependence is also an essential prerequisite for ensuring
world peace, justice and the security of nations.

86. Poland is in full solidarity with the peoples of Africa,
Asia and Latin America fighting for their national and
social liberation, the consolidation of their statehoods and
their socio-economic development. We feel close to the
main themes and objectives formulated by them, interalia,
in the resolutions of the Shah Conference of Heads of State
or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, heldat Havana
from 3 to 9 September 1979. 14 We highly appreciate the
constructive role played by the non-aligned movement in
international relations.

87. We view with understanding and sympathy the eco­
nomic claims of the developing countries emanating from
their long-term legitimate interests and objectives. At the
recently concluded eleventh special session of the General
Assembly, we presented Poland's position regarding these
matters. IS To the best of our ability, we shall act jointly in
developing a new, just world economic order, Our position
of principle has been repeatedly placed on record on various
occasions, also in the course of formulating the Interna­
tional Development Strategy for the Third United Nations
Development Decade.

88. We realize the significance of and support the concept
of global negotiations on economic co-operation for devel-

14See document A/34/542.
15 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Eleventh Special

Session, Plenary Meetings and Annexes. 9th meeting.

opment. We believe that these negotiations, conducted
within the United Nations system, should aim at taking
specific action, promoting development of international
economic co-operation.

89. Poland is vitally interested in the expansion ofcompre­
hensive co-operation with the countries of Asia, Africa and
Latin America. We are linked to many of them by intensive
and mutually advantageous trade exchanges and industrial
co-operation, as well as collaboration in the sphere of invest­
ments, science, technology, culture and training of person­
nel. We shall consistently strive to expand this co-operation
in the spirit of the idea of partnership for development.

90. I have outlined in general terms Poland's position with
respect to the key issues of the international situation as it
obtains at present. I realize that I may have left out many
important and crucial issues. They will be dealt with,
though, by members of my delegation in other statements
during the Assembly's current session.

91. The awareness that we have to live and act in a world
full of complex problems and tensions should stimulate us
to even more active endeavours. In the interest of world
peace and in the interest of progress and mankind's develop­
ment, the entire international community should concen­
trate on activities covering these fundamental objectives: we
should strive, by way of concrete action, not only to main­
tain, but greatly to intensify the international dialogue on
the basic issues of international security and co-operation:
we should bring about, through a co-operative effort, the
consolidation of the process of political detente and its
extension into the military field: we should make a genuine
break through in the efforts to halt the arms race and
proceed to real disarmament; we should demonstrate the
maximum political goodwill and wisdom inaction aimed at
reducing tensions and strengthening peace and security in
different regions of the world; last but not least. we should
strive energetically to overcome the obstacles on the road
towards the establishment of a new international economic
order based upon the principles of justice and equality and
enhancing the solution of difficult and complex problems of
socio-economic development.

92. Poland appreciates the important role which the
United Nations can and should play in the strengthening of
peace and security, in the development of friendly relations
between nations and in the expansion of international co­
operation. What counts is the fullest possible utilization of
the possibilities offered by the constitution of the Organiza­
tion, the Charter of the United Nations, in initiating actions
of both global and complementary regional dimensions, for
peace is an indispensable prerequisite for the successful
solution of other pressing international problems, in partic­
ular for accelerating socio-economic development.

93. In the course of the 35 years ofexistence ofthe Organi­
zation, the world has time and again lived through difficult
moments. Thanks to joint efforts, we have managed so far to
weather the crises. The United Nations has taken an active
part in these efforts, becoming ever stronger and richer with
new experience. Today, the Organization is faced with par­
ticularly important tasks. In declaring my country's readi­
ness to co-operate, I wish to stress that Poland has followed,
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is following and will continue to follow a policy of respect
for and realization of the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations. As a European State, it will
at the same time strive for a full and integrated implementa­
tion of the Final Act of the Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe. It is in this spirit that the Polish
delegation intends to play a constructive part in the current
session of the General Assembly and will do all it can to
contribute to its successful work and fruitful results.

94. Mr. ANDREI (Romania) (interpretationfrom French):
It is a great pleasure for me to convey to you, Sir, our
warmest congratulations on your election as President of the
thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly. I avail myself
of this opportunity to stress the satisfaction of the Roman­
ian Government at the development achieved during the last
few years in relations between Romania and the country
which you represent, the Federal Republic of Germany.

95. This session of the General Assembly iscarrying out its
work in the context of a particularly complex international
situation. The Romanian Government considers that the
threats to international peace and security and to the inde­
pendence and free development of peoples, more than ever
in the past, call for the United Nations and for all States,
irrespective of their size, to take action in a spirit of high
responsibility to settle, on just and equitable bases and in the
interest of all peoples, the problems today confronting
mankind.

96. The peoples of the world expect this session of the
world forum to open new prospects for the prevention of
growing international tension, for the resumption and con­
tinuation of the policy of detente, independence, peace and
co-operation; for the complete elimination from interna­
tional relations of the policy of force and threat of force; for
the settlement, exclusively by peaceful means, ofall disputes
among States; for the cessation of the arms race and the
urgent adoption of practical measures of disarmament,
primarily nuclear disarmament; for the eradication of
underdevelopment and the establishment of a new interna­
tional economic order; for the democratization of interna­
tionallife in its entirety; and for the strengthening of the role
of the United Nations and its contribution to the consolida­
tion of peace and co-operation among nations.

97. Since the thirty-fourth session of the General Assem­
bly, particularly in the first part of this year, international
life has been fraught with tension which has seriously endan­
gered the policy of detente, peace and national indepen­
dence. This situation, which is the result of the
intensification of a policy of division and consolidation of
zones of influence and spheres of domination, the sharpen­
ing of contradictions between States and groups of States,
the acceleration of the arms race, and the deepening of the
gap between the rich and poor countries. This situation has
been aggravated by the deepening ofthe economic crisis and
by the energy crisis, particularly as it affects oil, and by the
delay in the settlement of situations oftensions and conflict,
including existing hotbeds of war, because of the emergence
of new confrontations.

98. At present, as a result of the peoples' struggle and the
vigorous reaction of world public opinion and the progres-

sive forces on all contments, we are witnessing some allevia­
tion of tension. However. given the fact that the problems
that have led to the aggravation of the international situa­
tion .have not yet been settled, particularly great dangers
continue to threaten the independence and freedom of peo­
pies and the peace and security of all mankind.

99. Developments in world affairs have convincingly
Shown that international peace and co-operation depend
essentially on respect for the right of each people to decide
its own destiny, strict and consistent observance of the
principles of independence, sovereignty, and equality of
rights, non-interference in internal affairs and mutual
advantage in relations among all States. Everyday life con­
stantly offers fresh proofthatthe observance.of those princi­
ples is the cornerstone of international peace and security
and that the main cause of tension, conflict and upheavals
around the world can in the main be traced to violations of
those principles. Those situations are the result of the mani­
festations of the anachronistic imperialist policy offorce and
diktat, and interference in the internal affairs of other
peoples.

100. As was recently pointed out by President Nicolae
Ceausescu:

"Romania has declared and declares itself firmly
against the policy of tension and force. Our country
strives for the settlement of matters in dispute by political
negotiations only, on the basis of observance of each
people's independence and of non-interference in inter­
nal affairs. We are convinced that the peoples, the pro­
gressive anti-imperialist forces, have the capacity to
prevent the worsening of the international situation, to
ensure the resumption of the policy of detente, peace and
respect for national independence and to bring about
conditions in which all peoples can focus their energies
on economic and social development."

10I. In this spirit, the Socialist Republic of Romania and
President Ceausescu carry out wide-ranging intensive activi­
ties on the international scene. Proceeding from the right
and duty of each country, irrespective of its size, strength or
social and economic system, to take part in the settlement of
problems of concern to the international community as a
whole, the President of Romania has maintained and main­
tains direct dialogue with a great number of heads of State
or Government, and with political leaders in socialist, devel­
oping and developed countries. Romania's international
activity has constantly been designed to foster the peaceful
approach to problems confronting mankind and the
achievement of solutions through negotiations in accord­
ance with the interests of the freedom and independence of
peoples, peace, security and co-operation among nations.

102. .Romania is developing relations of friendship, soli­
darity and co-operation with all socialist States, strengthen­
ing the multisided co-operation with developing and
non-aligned countries, extending its relations with all coun­
tries of the world, and taking an active part in the world
exchange of values. Romania's international relations are
part of the universal process of free and independent affir­
mat ion of nations, a contribution to the promotion of the
policy of peace, detente, understanding and equal co­
operation among all countries of the world.
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103. The Romanian Government considers that the
United Nations and all peoples in the world should firmly
condemn any manifestation of the policy of force and of
threat of force in international relations. History has shown
that whatever was built on force, diktat and pressure of any
kind finally crumbled under the vigorous blows of the just
struggle of the peoples. Recourse to force and war in rela­
tions between States has never led to a settlement of the
problem. but rather has brought about huge human and
material losses. poisoned international relations. made the
quest for solutions more difficult and generated a grave
threat to peace in the respective areas and in the world as a
whole. The way of force and military might is the main
threat to peace and the freedom of peoples. and represents a
dangerous anachronism of the contemporary world which
must be completely eliminated from international life.

104. Serious and ditlicult as the problems between States
may be. nothing can justify the avoidance or abandonment
of political means of settlement; nothing can justify recourse
to force or the threat of force. Reality is a forceful factual
witness that. when the path ofnegotiations has been chosen.
appropriate solutions have been found to the most thorny
problems. or at least a diminution of tension has been
achieved.

IOS. In this context.Lshould like to stress that last year, in
requesting the inclusion in the agenda of the General Assem­
bly of the item entitled the "Settlement by peaceful means of
disputes between States"," Romania proceeded from the
need to make use of the possibilities provided by the United
Nations and its Charter to act more effectively to prevent
and settle conflicts between States on just and durable bases.
The extensive debate on this item revealed wide adherence
by States to this basic principle of the Charter. and a consen­
sus on the importance of preparing a declaration of the
General Assembly on the peaceful settlement of disputes
between States was reached [resolution 34//02]. We con­
sider that such a declaration. as a first step towards the
adoption of a world treaty embodying firm commitments in
this field, would have a positive impact on world political
life and would help to enhance international legality.

106. The setting up of a permanent commission of the
General Assembly for good offices and conciliation, which
would function ill close connexion with the Security Council
in order better to fulfil the responsibilities of the United
Nations in the maintenance of international peace and secu­
rity, would be a substantial contribution to the strengthen­
ing of the role of the United Nations in the peaceful
settlement, and particularly in the prevention, of disputes
between States.

107. As a representative of a European country, I should
like to refer to the new prospects opened up by the Helsinki
Conference and the Final Act adopted five years ago. Unfor­
tunately, subsequent developments in Europe have not.lived
up to the expectations of peoples; in the past five years the
arms race has continued and intensified, the accumulation
of weapons of increasingly destructive capacity has con­
tinued without interruption, and foreign troops and military

11" Ibid... Thirty-fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 122. document
A/34/143.

bases are still stationed on the terntories of many States on
the continent. Two opposing military blocs are facing each
other in Europe, which is indeed the main arena from which
a new devastating world war could break out.

108. Romania, like other European States, has a vital
interest in putting an end to the deployment on the continent
of new medium-range nuclear missiles. For this reason, we
strongly support the opening of negotiations on this issue.
We conside. that the proposals put forward in this respect
by the Soviet Union are good, and on that basis negotiations
for the cessation of the deployment of new missiles could
start. The Romanian Government also supports the earliest
possible ratification of the SALT 11 Treaty.

109. Attaching great importance to the careful prepara­
tion and smooth functioning of the Madrid meeting, we are
endeavouring to ensure that that meeting will give a new and
strong impetus to the policy ofdetente and totheimplemen­
tation in full of the documents signed at Helsinki, reaffirm
the principles contained in the Final Act, agree on the
convening of a European conference on the strengthening of
trust and disarmament, adopt measures aimed at expanding
co-operation in various fields such as energy, transport, the
environment and industrial co-operation, as well as in the
fields of cultural and artistic exchanges, and at the same time
reach an agreement to ensure the continuity of meetings
dealing with European security.

110. Romania is striving for the development of bilateral
and multilateral co-operation among the Balkan States and
for the transformation of the Balkans intoa region of peace,
good-neighbourliness and confidence, into a zone free of
nuclear weapons, as an integral part of the efforts devoted to
detente and European security.

Ill. Allow me to express from this rostrum the deep
concern of the Romanian Government and people at the
dangerous situation caused by the continuation and intensi­
fication of the arms race, which has acquired huge dimen­
sions and leads to greater and greater waste of financial,
material and human resources and to a further increase of
insecurity and the danger of war. In the circumstances,
where so many grave problems still remain to be settled in
order to ensure the economic and social progress of each
country, the burden of armaments on all peoples has
become unbearable. Such a situation cannot last any longer.

112. In the present international situation, the cessation of
the increase in military expenditures and the adoption of
firm measures to reduce military budgets, armaments and
armed forces represent a task of the utmost urgency and
importance. This would save each year resources amounting
to dozens and dozens of billions of dollars which could be
used for the economic and social development of each
nation, particularly for achieving more rapid progress in the
developing countries.

113. Romania, acting in accordance with its concerns and
its stand on this matter, recently decided-for the third
time-to reduce its military expenditures for 1980 by 16 per
cent and to devote the funds thus saved to the implementa­
tion of the programme designed to raise the living standards
of the people.
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114. The interests of peace and the progress of all peoples
require that the military balance and the guaranteeing ofthe
security of individual States be achieved not through the
escalation of the arms race, the increase of the military
expenditures and the accumulation of arms but, on the
contrary, by reduction of military budgets, armed forces and
armaments, by disarmament measures. It is necessary, more
than ever, for the United Nations, for all the States of the
world, to act with the utmost resolution to bring about a
genuine process of disarmament and, first of all, nuclear
disarmament. Everything must be done, before it is too late,
to halt the arms race, to defend the fundamental rights of
peoples to peace and disarmament.

115. The Romanian Government considers that the con­
cluding of international agreements on the freezing and
reduction of military expenditures would be an important
step in that direction and therefore it has presented practical
proposals to that end. Of great importance would be the
achievement of international agreements under which
States, particularly those heavily armed, would commit
themselves, until new agreements on the freezing and reduc­
tion of military budgets had been concluded, to show self­
restraint with regard to increases of military expenditures.

116. We regard as positive the fact that the Disarmament
Commission at its last session began a more thorough exam­
ination of the problem of military budgets. Romania will at
this session present a draft resolution. It is our hope that at
the next stage the United Nations will embark upon the
identification and drafting of principles which would govern
the activities of States in the matter of the freezing and
reduction of military budgets.

117. In the view of Romania, among the disarmament
measures absolute priority must be given to the matter of
nuclear disarmament. We are, obviously. aware that dis­
armament is a complex, long-term process. Therefore we
believe that it would be particularly important to adopt
partial measures, such as the abolition of foreign military
bases, the withdrawal of all troops and armaments within
national borders and the dissolution of military blocs. Such
measures would strengthen confidence among States and
would open the way to general and complete disarmament.

118. In the opinion of the Romanian Government. the
tenth special session, the first special session of the General
Assembly devoted to disarmament, established a more dem­
ocratic organizational framework for the consideration and
solution of these problems. Certain positive results achieved
in the work of the Committee on Disarmament at Geneva
confirm this assessment. It is essential now to use this frame­
work, and, first of all, the Committee on Disarmament, for
the negotiation and adoption of practical measures of
disarmament.

119. Taking into account developments in weaponry,
which are increasingly dangerous to world peace, it is neces­
sary to do everything to ensure that the preparation for the
second special session of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament and the work done at that session will produce
a radical improvement in the endeavours of the entire inter­
national community to achieve disarmament.

120. The conclusion, without the expected results, of the
recent eleventh special session of the General Assembly on
the new international economic order places before the
international community, with even more acuity and
urgency, one of 'the gravest problems of the contemporary
world-namely, the perpetuation of the condition ofunder­
development in which most ofmankind live and the division
of the world into rich and poor countries.

121. The existing and deepening gaps between the rich and
poor countries are not unavoidable. The situation is perpet­
uated by the present structure and machinery of the world
economy and by the maintenance of inequitable relations
and a system of international economic relations in which
the rich become increasingly richer and the poor increas­
ingly poorer.

122. It is an undeniablefact that the developed countries
have accumulated the riches they have today not only
through their own efforts, but also through the exploitation
over centuries of dozens and dozens of other peoples.
Another fact, which cannot help but cause anxiety, is that
the rich countries are not only opposed to radical changes
that need to be made in the existing machinery for interna­
tional co-operation, but they resort, on a large scale, to new
and insidious forms of exploitation of the weaker countries
and obstruct the access of those countries to the achieve­
ments of contemporary progress.

123. The persistance and deepening of the phenomenon of
under-development, the grave implications ofthe economic,
energy and raw materials crises and of the monetary and
financial crises, have very adverse effects on the economies
of all countries and especially on those of the developing
countries. Those factors undermine their programmes of
national development, aggravate distrust and contradic­
tions, conflict and tension, and represent a direct threat to
international peace and security.

124. The liquidation of under-development certainly
implies above all the efforts of the developing countries
themselves and broadening of co-operation among them,
together with radical changes in current international eco­
nomic relations and machinery which should ensure the
development of relations based on equity and equality. The
active participation of the rich countries in this process and
the substantial support that those countries should give the
developing countries are not questions of charity, but of
justice and international morality, an imperative demand of
progress in a world of increasing interdependency, anessen­
tial prerequisite of international economic and political
stability.

125. Experience has clearly shown that the problems of
under-development, of the normal functioning and stability
of the world economy, cannot be solved through superficial
measures, but rather call for far-reaching changes, both in
the economic structures and the international flows and
machinery and in the transfer of technology and the grant­
ing of technical assistance, and at the same time, in the
mobilization, for development. of all material, financial and
human resources. We should like to stress. in this respect
also, Romania's proposal. made together with other States,
that the savings effected through a 10 to 15 per cent reduc-
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tion in military budgets be reallocated for the social and
economic development of each country, and particularly of
the developing countries. That is why it is so urgent, in this
area as well, to proceed from words to deeds, to effective
measures of real significance in the field of disarmament.

126. Romania, together with the other States members of
the Group of 77, submitted at the eleventh special session 17

considerations and proposals stressing the urgent need to
embark purposefully on the negotiation of practical meas­
ures, in accordance with the requirements of the new inter­
national economic order.

127. The Romanian Government considers that the basic
objective of the present session remains the launching in
1981 of comprehensive negotiations and the concentration
of efforts on reaching integrated and world-wide solutions
within the framework of the United Nations and, with the
participation of all Member States. These solutions should
provide answers to the urgent problems and, at the same
time, respond to the long-term interests of the progress of
the developing countries and of a healthy and stable expan­
sion of the world economy as a whole. In order to prevent
grave implications both for the developing and the devel­
oped countries, and for international economic and political
life, it is imperative to carry through rapid and resolute
actions to deal with the problems of energy, external debt,
access to financial markets, reform of the international
monetary system and the campaign against protectionism.
in order to establish a new international division of labour
and new economic relations.

128. It is necessary to understand that stability and lasting
peace in the world, the independent affirmation of peoples,
require the elimination of the serious anomaly of under­
development which keeps the majority of the world's popu­
lation in a state of poverty, hunger and backwardness.

129. Romania, like other States, is deeply concerned by
the maintenance and worsening of tension and conflict and
by the emergence of hot beds .of war and armed confronta­
tions in different parts of the world, since they endanger
international peace and security.

130. We should like to reaffirm Romania's unshakeable
view that all States should direct and intensify their efforts,
and do their utmost to bring about, as quickly as possible,
settlement of disputes between States by political means
only, through negotiations, completely avoiding armed con­
frontation and the use of force.

131. In this spirit, Romania has constantly declared itself,
and does so again, in favour of a political settlement of the
problems of the Middle East and of a comprehensive, just
and lasting peace in that part of the world. That would
require Israel's withdrawal from all Arab territories occu­
pied in 1967, including Arab Jerusalem, settlement of the
question of the Palestinian people on the basis of their right
to self-determination, the establishment of a national inde­
pendent State, and a guarantee of the independence and
territorial integrity of all States in the area. We consider it

J7/bid., Eleventh Special Session, Plenary Meetings and Annexes.
agenda item 7, document A/S-II/25, para, 16,

necessary that. after wide consultations, an initiative be
taken leading to the creation of a new framework, a new
basis for negotiations, in the form of a conference under the
auspices, and with the active participation of, the United
Nations. Such a conference should provide for the participa­
tion of all parties concerned, including the PLO, as the
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, the
USSR and the United States, as well as other States that can
make a positive contribution to the efforts directed towards
a peaceful comprehensive settlement of the Middle East
situation.

132. Romania stands for a political settlement ofthe situa­
tion in Afghanistan. leading to the cessation of all external
assistance to the anti-governmental forces and, at the same
time, to the withdrawal of Soviet military units from that
country. It stands for respect of the independence and sover­
eignty of Afghanistan, for the respect of the right of the
Afghan people freely to decide their own development, in
accordance with their own national will and interests. We
want to see direct negotiations started between the Afghan
Government and the Governments of neighbouring States,
which should lead to the settlement of the problems, to the
normalization of the situation in the area and to the develop­
ment of good neighbourly relations among all States in that
region of the world.

133. We are also in favour of a political solution to the
question of Cyprus by negotiations between the two com­
munities. which should ensure the independence, sover­
eignty, territorial integrity. unity and non-alignment of the
Republic of Cyprus, co-operation and the peaceful coexist­
ence of the two Cypriot communities.

134. We wish to reaffirm. on this occasion too. our full
solidarity with the just struggle of the Korean people to fulfil
their national ideal-the independent, peaceful and demo­
cratic reunification of the country by the Koreans
themselves-on the basis of the constructive proposals put
forward by the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and
of the provisions of resolution 3390 (XXX) adopted by the
General Assemblyon 18 November 1975.

135. One imperative of our times is the complete eradica­
tion of the vestiges of colonialism, of the policy of racial
discrimination and apartheid. We welcomed with satisfac­
tion the proclamation of the new State of Zimbabwe and its
admission into the great family of the United Nations and,
under the new conditions, we wish to develop further the
relations of friendship and solidarity already established
between the Romanian people and the Zimbabwean people
during the long struggle of the latter against colonial domi­
nation and to achieve independence. We give our full sup­
port to the struggle of the Namibian people, led by the South
West Africa People's Organization, for the earliest possible
achievement of its full national independence.

136. We support and feel full solidarity with the peoples of
southern Africa in the struggle they arc waging to put an end
to the policy of apartheid and all racial discrimination, and
to stop the acts of aggression being committed by the South
African regime against neighbouring independent countries.
We consider that the United Nations and all' the States
Members of the Organization should do their utmost to put
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150. The reality is that none ofthese maps is adequate, but
that all are relevant. For we are confronting a multidimen­
sional crisis in which what have hitherto been semi­
autonomous issues or areas of international politics are
being drawn closely together and superimposed on each
other: We have spoken much of interdependence in this
forum over the last decade. It has now become increasingly
evident that interdependence applies not only to countries
but to issues and to realms of activity.

146. .I wish also to express my Government's recognition
of the continuing contribution made to the United Nations
by Ambassador Salim, who brought to the office of Presi­
dent great diplomatic skill and wise counsel.

145. Mr. PEACOCK (Australia): Mr. President, on behalf
of the Australian delegation. I should like to add my very
warm congratulations to those already expressed on your
election as President of the General Assembly. I have no
doubt that you will serve the Assembly with distinction and
I offer you the fullest co-operation of my delegation.

151. I believe that perhaps the most serious danger we face
at present is that, confronted with what is simultaneously
unfamiliar. turbulent and dangerous.a sense of unmanage-

148. I do not believe that there is anyone here-indeed I
do not believe that there is an informed person anywhere­
who would contest the fact that the international situation
has deteriorated seriously since we met here a year ago.
While there are differences as to causes, motivations and
responsibilities, the sense that we have entered a new and
dangerous period is almost universal. So far, this period
lacks a label, lacks a name. That, I believe, is no accident.
We can be sure that it is not due to any lack of effort on the
part of journalists, academics and speech writers. What
stands out as we contemplate the current scene is its great
complexity. and complexity resists labels.

149. The absence of a label, the fact that we are confront­
ing a crisis without a name, is indicative ofa deeper problem:
the absence of any agreed conceptual map of the historical
territory into which we are advancing. The problem is not
that there is no map. but rather that tt 're are many different
ones. Some have pulled down from the shelf, either reluc­
tantly or enthusiastically, the old cold-war map ofthe 19505.
Some cling with diminishing hope to the detente map of the
1970s. Third world spokesmen are understandably reluctant
to surrender the North-South map they have drawn in
recent decades..

147. Since the thirty-fourth session of the General Assem­
bly, Zimbabwe and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines have
joined the United Nations. I should like to extend a very
warm welcome to these fellow members of the Common­
wealth, with whom we look forward to working closely in
the common tasks that lie ahead.

137. For some time problems connected with the free and
full development of the human personality have held the
attention of the international community.

144. I wish to express from this rostrum. on behalf of the
Romanian Government. Romania's determination closely

an end t,o ma~ifestations of colonialism and to any policy of to co-operate with other States and peoples in the peaceful
oppression of a people by another people and to bring about settlement, in the interest of all nations, of the great prob-
the complete liquidation of imperialist, colonialist and neo- lems confronting mankind today, in ensuring the fulfilment
colonialist policies throughout our planet. of the aspirations of peoples to live in full freedom and

independence, peace and security, and in the establishment
of a better and more just world.

138. The Romanian delegation believes that debates on
human rights should place a particular emphasis on the
fundamental right of people and nations to life, peace and a
free and independent existence, which are supreme values to
which all nations aspire and on whose fulfilment depend
respect for and the exercise of all the other fundamental
human rights and freedoms.

139.. The. Romanian delegation will support the further
consideration by the General Assembly of the universal
impl~mentation of the right to education, since it is deeply
convinced that the development of education and the train­
ing of national personnel, particularly in the developing
countries, are primary requirements for ensuring the broad
development of the human personality and for the over-all
progress of society.

140. Wit~ regard to the decision of the General Assembly
on the designation of 1985 as International Youth Year
with th~ theme of participation, development and peace:
[resolution 34//5/] we believe that it is necessary to make
!horo~gh ~reparations for this in order to encourage the
intensification of United Nations activities for and concern
with youth. which is an important social force for progress.
democracy and peace.

141., The solut~o.n of the complex problems of our times
requiresthe par~lclpation on a basis of equality of all States.
Irrespective of size or social system. and especially that of the
small and medium-sized countries. the developing countries
an~ t~e non-aligned countries. which constitute the great
majority of our world.

142. It is necessary that the United Nations and other
international organizations should play an increasingly
active role in the democratic and equitable solution of the
problems confronting mankind by promoting a policy of
peace and detente and of respect for the national indepen­
dence of all peoples. Romania is in favour ofintensifying the
efforts of the Special Committee on the Charter of the
United Nations and on the Strengthening of the Role of the
Organization to identify new ways and practical measures to
enable the United Nations to discharge its great responsibil­
ity for the defence of international peace and security and
the development of co-operation among all States.

143. The Romanian delegation is participating in this ses­
sion of the General Assembly in the conviction that. given
the present international circumstances, the United Nations
should involve itself more directly in the prevention and
elimination of crises and conflicts and in the promotion of
effective action capable of furthering understanding and
peaceful co-operation among all countries.
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ability may come to prevail. This in turn could lead to the
embracing of simplistic solutions, in a despairing search for
order and certainty, or to a fatalistic resignation. Either
course would be disastrous. We are going to need to main­
tain as never before a sense of historical perspective and of
political proportion.

152. Thirty-five years ago, the peoples of the United
Nations expressed their determination to save succeeding
generations from the scourge ofwar. To a remarkable extent
we succeeded-to the extent, that is, that in a period of
intense and bitter great-Power rivalry, a rivalry which in
terms of all historical precedents should have resulted in
armed conflict, a third world war was averted. In a period of
pessimism, that is worth remembering and weighing in the
balance.

153. That having been said, however, it must be recog­
nized that the fact that we have avoided conflagration on a
global scale is no consolation to the ravaged peoples of
Indo-China, Afghanistan, the Horn of Africa, the Middle
East or other lands. The ideals and objectives ofthe Organi­
zation have been brutally assaulted by the actions of certain
of its Members. Now, no less than in 1945, the international
community is faced with the tragic plight of millions of
people-killed, maimed or rendered homeless and hungry
by the scourge of war. Where we should be devoting a major
part of our' collective energy to meeting the developmental
needs of the poorer countries and communities of this
world, we find that energy divided and diminished by inter­
State and inter-group ambitions and rivalries which do
nothing for mankind other than to add to its burden of
misery.and deprivation, a burden borne mostly by the poor­
est and most disadvantaged.

154. The first Articles of the Charter affirm that all
Members shall refrain from the threat or use. offorce against
the territorial integrity or political independence of any
State.

155. What, however, is, for example, the situation in Indo­
China, a region of particular concern to Australia? There is
growing great-Power rivalry; 200,000 occupation troops
remain in Kampuchea; and there is the consequent lack of
any opportunity for the Kampuchean people to choose their
own Government. In addition, there are threats to the secu­
rity of Thailand, made manifest by the incursion of Vietna­
mese troops into Thailand earlier this year. Those are the
causes of regional political instability and tension. They are
also the causes of human suffering on a scale which is
affecting the life of the whole region.

156. Australian policy in this situation is based on the
resolution adopted last year [resolution 34122], in which the
Assembly called for the withdrawal of foreign forces from
Kampuchea and for an act of self-determination by the
Khmer people. Our support for those principles remains as
strong as ever. A peaceful and secure South-East Asia can­
not be achieved until a political settlement has been reached
in Kampuchea which is acceptable to all parties concerned
and which gives full opportunity to the Kampuchean people
to determine their own style ofgovernment and way of life.
We accept that Viet Nam has legitimate interests to safe­
guard in regard to Kampuchea. What we cannot accept is

that Viet Nam and its allies should be able to go on refusing
to discuss seriously the fundamental questions of the occu­
pation of Kampuchea by foreign forces and the legitimacy
of the regime in Phnom Penh. Acceptable resolution of
those issues is essential to the eventual achievement of a
sovereign and independent Kampuchean nation as part ofa
secure environment for all South-East Asian countries.

157. Australia has participated actively in the interna­
tional efforts to alleviate the suffering of the Kampuchean
people, both within Kampuchea itself and in refugee camps
in Thailand. Australian contributions, both governmental
and private, to international humanitarian relief pro­
grammes to date exceed $A 24 million. Those international
efforts have been necessary not only to meet the desperate
and immediate needs of the Kampuchean people but to
provide the basis for their eventual self-sufficiency. The
achievements of the programme sponsored by the United
Nations have been significant. Both common humanity and
the peace and stability of the region demand that the effort
be sustained until a lasting solution is found.

158. Indo-China is not the only point of danger. The
activities of the Soviet Union in Afghanistan and elsewhere
have inevitably impaired the international climate of trust
necessary for the negotiation ofeffectivearms-control meas­
ures. That is particularly true with respect to theprepara­
tions for the Conference, to be held in Sri Lanka, on the
implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a
Zone of Peace [resolution 2832 (XXVI)]. We must consider
the proximity of Afghanistan to the Indian Ocean, as wellas
the general climate of apprehension and uneasiness among
the littoral and hinterland States of the region which.Soviet
activity has brought about. The massive military build-up
and deployment in the regionof the Indian Ocean has cast
an ominous shadow over efforts to bring about peace in that
region and consequently over preparations for a conference
aimed at the creation of a zone of peace.

159. It is difficult to envisage how we could expect a
conference to produce a declaration on a zone ofpeace when
one of the hinterland States of the region is forcibly occupied
by one 'of the Powers which would attend the conference. It
is, however, preciselyduring periods of international tension
that we must redouble our collective efforts to work out
effective arms control measures.

160. With that in mind, Australia is working actively with
the other members of the AdHoc Committee on the Indian
Ocean to work out arrangements for the eventual holding of
a conference which would make a positive contribution to
the implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean
as a Zone of Peace.

161. Across the Indian Ocean from Australia, the prob­
lems of southern Africa continue to preoccupy the United
Nations and the international community. The peaceful
accession of Zimbabwe to independence and membership in
the United Nations contrasts starkly with the continuing
bleak situation in Namibia and South Africa. As a member
of the United Nations Council for Namibia, Australia has
been closely involved in United Nations attempts to resolve
the problems posed by South Africa's illegal administration
of the Territory. The Australian Government supportsfully
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the process of negotiation currently under way aimed at
bringing Namibia to independence in accordance withSecu­
rity Council resolution 435 (1978). It is a matter for regret,
however, that two years have elapsed since passage of that
resolution. A number of basic issues still remain to be
resolved. Further delay can only fuel the.frustration of the
inhabitants of Namibia and of the members of the interna­
tional community who are committed toa peaceful resolu­
tion of that problem.

162. Just as my Government deplores the failure of the
South African authorities so far to make possible the imple­
mentation of the United Nations plan for Namibia, so do we
deplore the apartheid policies of the South African Govern­
ment. We have heard the qualified promises from South
African leaders that they will consider reforms. With that in
mind, Australia calls on South Africa to adopt substantial
and early measures to dismantle the repressive apartheid
system and to redress the injustices which so many of its
citizens suffer. The longer those processes are postponed,
the more difficult it will become to bridge the deep divisions
which characterize South African society, and the more
likely it is that the political violence which has become an
increasingly common feature of life in South Africa will
escalate to the detriment of all the peoples there.

163. One area of tension in which there has been some
positive movement is that of Cyprus. Australia welcomes
the resumption on 9 August of the intercommunal talks on
Cyprus sponsored by the United Nations and sincerely
hopes that the new round of negotiations will lead steadily
towards a comprehensive solution.

164. In this context, I recall that at the Meeting of Com­
monwealth Heads of Government, held at Lusaka in
August 1979, it was decided to ask the Commonwealth
Secretary-General to convene the Commonwealth Commit­
tee on Cyprus at the ministerial level whenever appropriate.
While we believe that the intercommunal talks offer the best
avenue for an enduring settlement in Cyprus, depending on
the progress made at those talks, there may well be a need
for the Commonwealth aspect to be further explored.

165. Moving across the Mediterranean we find, regret­
fully, that the situation in the Middle East continues to
deteriorate. Indeed, since I last spoke to the Assembly condi­
tions there have clearly come to pose a grave threat to
international peace.

166. The Australian Government will support any well­
founded steps which bring hope of a comprehensive and
lasting peace in the Middle East. Any solution must clearly
incorporate the principles embodied in Security Council
resolution 242 (1967), together with recognition ofthe legiti­
mate political rights of the Palestinian people.

167. The Australian Government welcomes the contribu­
tion that the process begun at Camp David has made
towards such a peace. Implementation of the bilateral
aspects of that process has been one of the few positive
developments in that troubled region, but, unfortunately, in
other areas progress. has been minimal. Neither the funda­
mental principles of Security Council resolution 242 (1967)
nor recognition of the need to ensure a just future for the
Palestinian people have been advanced.

168. The Australian Government has been concerned
about the inflammatory statements and actions ofparties on
both sides of the dispute which UIIhappily have exacerbated
the already tense situation in the region. The unilateral
declaration by the Israeli parliament that Jerusalem was the
undivided capital of Israel has hindered the prospects for a
lasting settlement. On the other hand, publicly stated rejec­
tions of Israel's right to exist undermine efforts to promote
the development of an atmosphere in which genuine negoti­
ations could take place.

169. Given the growing and understandable sense offrus­
tration over this lack of progress, it is most necessary that
ways of moving forward again to meaningful negotiations
be actively explored. The Australian Government has noted
the declaration on the Middle East by the European Com­
munity heads of Government following their meeting at
Venice in June of this year, and it hopes that the consulta­
tions flowing from this declaration will contribute, along
with the Camp David process, to the search for a compre­
hensive settlement in the Middle East.

170. I could not conclude my comments on the Middle
East without expressing my Government's apprehension
about the threat to global peace posed by some aspects of
the present situation in Iran. Iran has an important role to
play in promoting stability in the Middle East region. But it
is clear that this role cannot be realized while the Iranian
authorities continue to flout international convention and
international law by holding diplomatic hostages. The Aus­
tralian Government renews the call it has made many times
in the long months since the United States diplomats were
seized for the quick and safe release ofall the hostages being
held by the Iranian Government.

171. I began my statement by referring to the deteriorating
international situation. The events of the last few days
remind us most forcibly of the dangers we face. The fighting
which has erupted between Iraq and Iran is a further cause
for very grave concern. That fighting continues to escalate.
It has created a situation fraught with danger. It could have
serious and unpredictable consequences for a highly sensi­
tive region of the world. The problems between Iran and
Iraq are, of course, complex and of long standing. Settle­
ment will not be helped if outside parties seek to meddle in
the dispute for their own advantage. Already there isserious
concern that the conflict could tempt others into dangerous
diplomatic and even military ventures.

172. Australia joins others in urging Iran and Iraq to
terminate their conflict. We welcome the initiative of the
Secretary-General and the President of the Security Council
in appealing for restraint and urging that Iraq and Iran
negotiate a solution to their differences. Unless there is a
prompt response to these appeals, we believe the Security
Council should meet as a matter of urgency to consider the
CriSIS.

173. Among the distressing consequences of these and
other conflicts is the appalling increase in the number of
refugees around the world. In the past year, we have wit­
nessed the continuing tragedy of hundreds of thousands of
men, women and children being forced to flee their homes in
fGlr of their lives and liberty and to seek sanctuary else-
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where, While substantial ettorts have been made to find
solutions to the problems of refugees, their numbers in
almost every area of the world have continued to grow.
Africa is faced with mass movements of people fleeing
persecution, war and famine. Nearly I million people have
fled from Afghanistan into Pakistan. There has been a
massive influx of Kampucheans into Thailand and a contin­
uing, steady stream of so-called boat people.

174. The problem is rendered the more tragic by the fact
that today the largest numbers of refugees are concentrated
in the developing regions of the world, those with least
resources. available to cope with such a burden. Africa has
suffered particularly badly in this respect, with over 2 mil­
lion refugees and displaced persons in the Horn of Africa
alone. In South-East Asia, the burden of the Indo-Chinese
refugee crisis has fallen particularly heavily on the countries
of ASEAN, imposing great financial, social and political
costs.

175. Solutions to the refugee problem can be found only
with the co-operation and involvement of the world com­
munity, and it is encouraging to see the increasing attention
which refugee questions are receiving in international
forums. In the coming months the world will have to focus
greater attention on Africa, which now has more refugees
than any other part of the world. It is in recognition of this
crisis that Australia has fully supported recent initiatives for
the calling of a pledging conference on African refugees.

176. Australia supports the United Nations High Com­
missioner for Refugees in his efforts to alleviate the distress
and to promote the resettlement of dispossessed peoples
around the world. We are proud of our own role as a
country of resettlement for refugees. Since the Second
World War, sor;e 400,000 refugees and displaced persons
have found new homes in Australia. In addition to resettling
refugees, we have been active in providing financial aid. We
have contributed more than $30 million in relief assistance
for refugees and displaced persons in the past two years
alone.

177. However, we all know that the provision of humani­
tarian assistance is not of itselfsufficient to deal with refugee
problems. Long-term solutions will be found only if the
underlying political causes of refugee situations are
addressed. It is the duty ofthe world community to persuade
those Governments concerned to accept their responsibili­
ties towards their citizens and to change the policies which
have led to massive refugee outflows.

178. I turn to economic issues, for the eleventh special
session on development is still fresh in all our minds. At that
time, I addressed in detail the major economic questions
confronting the international community," and I do not
intend to retrace the ground that was covered there. A word
is in order. however, with regard to the final outcome of the
special session. Its failure to achieve agreement on the condi­
tions for launching the global round was certainly disap­
pointing. The urgency and the severity of the problems of
the current international economic situation require a fresh
approach to the task of international economic negotiation.

IH Ibid..• 6th meeting,

This is why, when adequate preparations have been com­
pleted, we must have a global round.

179. The failure of the special session to reach agreement on
procedures for global negotiations can be of satisfaction to
no one. At this session of the General Assembly we must all
reassess how best we might seek to go about the global
round. Substantive differences remain and must be
addressed. The way in which we approach these differences
should, however, reflect flexibilityon all sides. Ifthis spirit is
shared by all, success will beassured.

180. Failure to launch the global round should not obs­
cure the fact that the special session was productive of some
valuable results. We now have an International Develop­
ment Strategy for the Third United Nations Development
Decade. It isa matter for satisfaction that the world commu­
nity was able to agree upon a framework within which we
might all approach the development needs of our time. We
believe that the text agreed on in the special session should
now be adopted and its implementation not be delayed.

181. A special tribute should be paid to the important
contribution of the Brandt Commission to international
thinking about development issues. The Commission was
the result of a unique initiative and its members are to be
commended for their efforts to identify areas in which the
North-South dialogue might be constructively pursued and
for the stress laid on interdependence and the commonality
of interest of North and South. Australia sees the report of
the Commission" as both significant and timely and is
interested in doing what it can to give effect to the general
approach taken in the report.

182. I turn now to nuclear and arms control and disarma­
ment issues. The difficulties which confront the world in
assuring .itself of adequate energy sources highlight the
importance of nuclear energy. We have seen an encouraging
level of international debate on peaceful nuclear questions
over the past year, such as the International Nuclear Fuel
Cycle Evaluation, which should encouragethe development
over time of closer international comity on the. arrange­
ments and conditions governing nuclear trade and co­
operation and sensitive stages of the nuclear fuel cycle. This
trend was also observed at the recent Second Review Con­
ference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons where, despite the lack ofagreement on
a consensus final document, there was substantial agree­
ment on most issues relating to the application of interna­
tional safeguards and the arrangements covering the
peaceful uces of nuclear energy.

183. The further development of nuclear energy for peace­
ful purposes on a stable and secure basis depends, ofcourse,
on continuing efforts and constraints against the spread of
nuclear weapons to additional countries. The relationship
between the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and arms con­
trol and disarmament is integral to the Treaty on the Non­
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons [resolution 2373 (XXII).
tmnex), a Treaty which represents a political barrier to

19 North-South: A program for survival; report of the Independent
Commission on International Development Issues, under the Chair­
manship of Willy Brandt (Cambridge, Massachusetts, The MIT Press,
1980).
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nuclear-weapon proliferation, both horizontally to new
States and vertically to existing nuclear arsenals. It was
significant that at the Second Review Conference. while the
Treaty was subjected to rigorous examination, there was no
questioning of its principal objectives. The absence ofa final
consensus statement reflected concern over the pace and
direction of nuclear disarmament efforts rather than any
fundamental conflict of interest. But a note of warning has
been sounded that there must be balanced implementation
ofall the Treaty's major provisions if its effectivenessis to be
maintained in the longer term.

184. It is incumbent on the international community to
make continuing efforts to encourage adherence to the
Treaty and to offer incentives for doing so as wellas disabili­
ties for non-membership.

185. That is not to deny the necessity of further measures
of nuclear arms control by the nuclear-weapons States.
Australia has given strong support to the SALT process,
whic.i resulted in the agreement between the United States
and the Soviet Union, and trusts that it will be continued.
We have also been an active proponent ofthe conclusion of
a comprehensive test-ban agreement as a further restraint on
the existing nuclear arsenals and a further major obstacle to
the spread of nuclear weapons. The finalization of such a
treaty is urgent, for the involvement of the international
community through the Committee on Disarmament-to
complement the efforts of the negotiating Powers-is essen­
tial if the treaty is to attract widespread support. Without
that support its impact would be seriously limited.

186. Events earlier this year have had an undesirably
adverse effect on the degree of mutual trust and confidence
necessary in bilateral and multilateral arms control negotia­
tions. It is my country's hope that an atmosphere more
conducive to negotiations can be restored.

187. It is encouraging that the Committee on Disarma­
ment has this year got down to serious business and has
succeeded in separating polemical debate from the practical
consideration of substantive issues. The Committee has
been able in working groups to concentrate on the negotiat­
ing tasks for which it has a mandate.

188. I now turn to decolonization and the South Pacific.
As others before me have noted, 1980 is the twentieth anni­
versary of two landmark resolutions on decolonization
adopted by this Assembly, resolutions 1514 (XV) and 1541
(XV). With one lamentable exception, all African States
which were once colonies have achieved their independence,
and we have seen considerable progress in the Caribbean
and in the Pacific.

189. The most recent country to achieve its independence
is the former condominium of the New Hebrides, the new
State of Vanuatu. Australia has made known in committees
of this Assembly its views on the achievement of indepen­
dence by the State of Vanuatu. It is sufficient for me to say
here that Australia welcomes the advent of the new State
and looks forward to its becoming the newest Member of
this Organization, should it decide to join the ranks. The
events which followed Vanuatu'sachievement of indepen­
dence, specifically on Tanna and Santo islands, have drawn

attention to the fact that the exercise of the right of seIt­
determination in the South Pacific had previously been
remarkably smooth and peaceful. It is Australia's hope that
this predominant feature will continue to characterize the
region as further transitions occur.

190. There is one subject on the international agenda
which has progressed most positively. I refer to the Third
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea. The
resumed ninth session, which recently concluded at Geneva,
has achieved significant results, reflected in the fact that the
Conference now has the text of a draft convention before it.
Australia was particularly pleased with the progress made.
It is our hope that the package which has been negotiated
will hold together and that a convention can be opened for
signature in 1981. We shall be making every effort to help to
achieve that goal.

191. The Charter reaffirms our faith in fundamental
human rights, in the dignity and worth ofthe human person
and in equal rights ofall men and women. Unhappily, it isall
too easy to enumerate situations arising since the original
signature of. the Charter in 1945 and the adoption of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 in which
the sanctity of human life and the protection of human
rights have been disregarded. The features of the current
international scene that I have referred to earlier make it
clear that there are formidable obstacles to progress.
Human beings in many parts of the world continue to suffer
the denial of their fundamental rights through political
oppression, racism and foreign domination, as well as
through poverty or lack of effective access to the organs of
State which determine their lives.

192. From an historical perspective, however, much has
been done to bring hope to the dispossessed and deprived
peoples of the world. Expectations have changed. Our defi­
nitions of deprivation have become more pragmatic, and
today when we take account of the rights of individuals we
include the rights of women, the disabled and. the elderly.
And we are beginning to talk of the right to development as
a human right.

193. So long as we live in a world ofsovereign States, there
will always be some tension between the legitimate interests
of the States and the rights of individuals. But while accept­
ing that, we should always scrutinize very carefully any
attempted justification of the dilution of rights in terms of
reasons ofState. It should be made absolutely clear that the
onus of proof lies with the Government in question. The
flagrant violations of human rights, for whatever reason, are
a proper concern ofthe international community, and cessa­
tion of the conditions of such violations can rightfully be
demanded of responsible Governments. Australia is firmly
committed to international action to ensure the protection
ofhuman rights, and we shall continue to attach the highest
priority to the full realization of that fundamental goal as
pursued both specifically in United Nations human rights
programmes and more broadly in the activities of the
Organization as a whole.

194. I began my statement with some observations about
the seriousness of the multiple crisis which the world is now
facing and by recalling some of the ideas which are basic to



General Assembly - Thlrty-ORh Session - Plenary MeetlnlS180

the Charter. There are some who willassume that, if we are
moving into an era of great turbulence and danger, the
Organization must automatically become more important
than ever. There are others who willassume the exact oppo­
site, that as tensions increase and conflicts sharpen the
United Nations will inevitably be shouldered aside and
become of diminished relevance.

195. Both, in my view, are mistaken. Nothing is auto­
matic, nothing is inevitable. The role which the United
Nations will play in this critical period is not predetermined.
It will depend on the will and capacity which we, its
Members, bring to bear to make it effective and to make it
relevant.

196. We should recognize the limitations of what the
United Nations can do. But, having recognized them, we

should ensure that the United Nations is used to these very
limits. The United Nations cannot abolish power politics, it
cannot end the conflicts and rivalriesamong some sovereign
States. But it can bring pressure to bear to maintain dialogue
and communications between conflicting parties, and it can
contribute thereby to the process of peaceful settlement of
international disputes. The United Nations is also best
placed to articulate and organize the humanitarian impulses
within the international community and to express the aspi­
rations of mankind to peace and international co-operation.
It can likewise bring moral censure to bear on those who
ignore and isolate these impulses and aspirations. We have a
duty to see that it does all these things, does them with
conviction and does them with telling effect.

The meeting rose at 1p.m:
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