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REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/34/521)

4. The PRESIDENT: I now invite members to tum
their attention to the report of the Fifth Committee on
agenda item 17 (a), which deals with two vacancies
arising in the Advisory Committee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questions as a result of the resignations
of, two members.

Pursuant to rule 66 of the rules ofprocedure, it was
decided not to discuss the report of the Fifth
Committee.

5. The PRESIDENT: In paragraph 4 of its report [A/
34/521] the Fifth Committee recommends that the Gen
eral Assembly should appoint Mr. Michel Brochard and
Mr. Sumihiro Kumaya as members of the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques
tions for a teon beginning on 3 October 1979 and ending
on 31 December 1980. May I take it that the General
Assembly adopts that recommendation?

AGENDA ITEM 8
It was so decided (decision 34/305).

AGENDA ITEM 9

General debate (continued)

7. I should like to take this opportunity also to
welcome Saint Lucia as a new Member of our
Organization.

6. Mr. NASE (Albania) (interpretationfrom French):
Permit me first, Sir, to extend to you the wannest
congratulations of the Albanian delegation on your
election to the important post ofPresidtmt of the thirty
fourth session of the General Assembly.

Today all of us are witnesses to the efforts being
A/34/PV.19

8. This session of the General Assembly is meeting at
a time when the world situation is very complex and
fraught with great dangers. This is the result of the
intensification of the expansionist and hegemonistic
policy pursued by the super-Powers and their efforts to
exercise their dictates, their arbitrariness and their in
terference'in the internal affairs of all countries. The
fact is that this policy and these actions affect. in one
way or another and to varying degrees, all the countries
of the world.

9. The rivalry between the United States and the
Soviet Union for domination and hegemony in the
world has been and remains the main source of tension
and conflict between different countries, as well as local
wars, and is the greatest danger to the peace and secur·
ity of the peoples.

10.
375

2. The PRESIDENT: The Chairman of the First Com
mittee will be informed of the decision just taken.

3. It is the President's intention-in keeping with the
suggestion of the Secretary-General on the rationaliza
tion of the procedures and organization of the General
Assembly [see A/34/320], which was endorsed by the
General Assembly at the beginning of the session-to
make maximum use of the General Committee. I intend
also to keep the Assembly informed to the fullest extent
possible about our future programme of work.

Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
(continued) ...

SECOND REPORT OF THE GENERAL
COMMITTEE (A/34/250/Add. I)

AGENDA ITEM 17

1. The PRESIDENT: In paragraph 2 of its report in
document A/34/250/Add. 1, the General Committee
recommends the inclusion in the agenda of an addi
tional item entitled "' Inadmissibility of the policy of
hegemonism in international relations" and its alloca
tion to the First Committee. May I take it that the
General Assembly adopts that recommendation?

It was so decided (decision 34/402).

Appointments to fiD vacancies in subsidiary organs:
(a) Appointment of five members ofthe Advisory Com
__mi-=.:.tt:.:,ee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions

* Resumed from the 4th meeting.
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16. The crisis in the economic, political, military,
cultural and other fields, which has the imperialist Pow
ers and the big capitalist countries in its grip today, is
becoming even more acute. This is a consequence of
their system of exploitation and their internal contra
dictions, the armaments race and their unrestrained
non-productive expenditure, their rivalry on an interna
tional scale for markets and zones of influence, and the
resistance which their hegemonistic and aggressive
policies are encountering.

17. However the big imperialist Powers are striving to
saddle not only their own working people but also other
peoples with the burden of the crisis, which has been
going on for a very long time with no end in sight. The
fact is that these Powers, while stubbornly maintaining
colonialist and neo-colonialist systems in their interna
tional economic relations, are turning more and more to
the exportation of inflation, are increasing the prices of
the commodities they export, and are intensifying their
plunder. They are to blame for the great disorders
which we can see in the international monetary sys
tems, the anomalies which are apparent in the raw
material markets and in the widening of the gap in terms
of per capita incomes between the developed and the
under-developed countries.

18. If the standard of living has fallen, if unemploy
ment has increased and the economy is marking time in
many countries, this comes about because world im
perialism and capitalism are seeking to preserve intact
their capitalist super-profits, because they want to pre
serve and even further intensify social and national
oppression, and because they want to emerge from
their crisis at the expense of others.

19. Certainly, the present-day international situation
is not characterized only by the policy and activities of
super-Powers and the forces of reaction. One of its
main, most important and very encouraging features is
the increased determination of peoples to oppose the
policy of awession and war, of plunder and exploita
tion, practIsed by the imperialist Powers. In many
countries the movement of the broad masses of the
people against foreign domination, economic exploita
tion, social and national oppression and cultural and
spiritual impoverishment is increasing in scope and
depth.

20. The latest events prove that the imperialist Pow
ers and world reaction cannot feel at ease and secure
even where they thought that their domination was
indisputable. The facts show that the earth is being
scorched under the feet of imperialism, colonialism and
neo-colonialism, that the volcano of anger and hatred

11. A new aggressive alliance is in the process of
being created in the Far East. In the shadow of and in
collaboration with the United States, social-imperialist
China is seeking to create spheres of domination, to
become the principal military Power in that zone, and to
establish its domination in Asia and throughout the
Pacific. .

made by the super-Powers to extend their military al- 15. The super-Powers are striving to extend theirpol-
liances, to strengthen further their aggressive character icy of pressure, diktat and arbitrariness to all their
and to intensify their activities and interference in in- international relations. They want to monopolize all
creasingly broad areas of the world. A feverish race is world affairs, to become arbiters and to impose on
going on between the aggressive blocs of the North others solutions which suit their own narrow interests.
Atlantic Treaty Organization [NATO] and the Warsaw Through false slogans, intimidation and blackmail and
Treaty .organization, not only to increase their military under the pretext that they are defending them from this
arsenals but also to include other countries in those or that enemy or that they are assisting them to find
blocs and to exercise increasing pressure on countries solutions for some particular difficult situation, they are
which want to preserve their national freedom, inde- striving to place other countries under their tutelage
l'endence and sovereignty. New military bases are be- and tum them into appendages of their imperialist
mg added to the ones they already have in foreign policies, to make them cannon fodder for the aggressive
countries; their fleets, equipped with nuclear weapons, wars they are preparing.
are patrolling the most distant seas; anq the skies are
filled with satellites that spy on all the countries of the
world. The imperialist general staffs are working out
plans concerning which countries should be attacked
first and which subsequently, in what region they
should intervene today and in what region tomorrow.·

Mr. Keutcha (United Republic o/Cameroon), Vice
President, took the Chair.

12. In the economic field, the super-Powers and the,
other neo-colonialist States are intensifying daily their
efforts to plunder the national assets of the peoples of
the world and to exploit, directly or indirectly, all the
countries which depend on them. The super-profits the
big imperialist Powers obtain from the plundering ofoil
and other raw materials from the Arab countries, Af
rica, Asia and Latin America, and from the inequality of
prices in trade and the fabulous incomes they earn from
the colonialist system of loans, credits, aid and so on
have already become incalculable. The indebtedness of
many countries of the world to the imperialist and neo
colonialist Powers is increasing relentlessly, which
only serves to make the situation of the peoples of the
world even worse.

13. World imperialism is striving to preserve at all
costs this intolerable situation and these relations,
through demagogy and deception, through interference
and diktat, and by fire and the sword. It is trying to
preserve and extend the omnipotence of multinational
corporations in foreign countries, to preserve inhuman,
bloodthirsty neo-colonialism, and to prop up reaction
ary regimes which defend imperialist domination
wherever it exists.

14. A flagrant example ofthe arrogance, cynicism and
aggressiveness of imperialism is the decision of the
United States to create a military strike force ready to
intervene by force in the Middle East oil zone whenever
it considers that its own interests are in jeopardy. In
that way the United States imperialists are seeking to
suppress with fire and the sword the right of peoples to
determine in complete freedom and sovereignty how
they will dispose of their wealth and the fruits of their
toil and to whom they are going to sell and from whom
they are going to buy.



19th meeting-3 October 1979 377

on which they are sitting has erupted and will continue
to erupt ever more powerfully.

21. A vivid and significant example of this is the over
throw of the bloodthirsty regime of the Shah of Iran.
The uprising of the Iranian people was a powerful ex
plosion of their hatred for the despotic tyranny of the
feudal-bourgeois class with the Shah at its head, and
against foreign domination. It constituted a powerful
blow to all imperialist Powers and world capitalism,
first and foremost to American imperialism which, until
then, had plundered Iranian oil and mercilessly ex
ploited the working masses of Iran. This is also con
firmed by the great disarray caused in the capitalist
imperialist world by the events in Iran and the measures
taken in that country for the establishment of national
sovereignty over its oil and other sectors of the
economy.

22. Imperialism and the international bourgeoisie are
terrified that the Iranian example might spread, espe
cially in the Middle East, leading to an outburst, a revolt
of the people against foreign domination and plunder,
and the establishment ofnational control over oil and its
use to the advantage of their liberation and progress.

23. Various imllerialists have invested considerable
sums of money m the oil-producing countries of the
Middle East in order to exploit the natural resources of
those countries, from which foreign monopolies draw
colossal profits. In no way do they want these riches to
be placed in the hands of those to whom they belong
the peoples of those countries. The capitalist mono
polies and the imperialist Powers which stand behind
them are striving at all costs to preserve the existing
situation, to preserve their intensive exploitation and
merciless plundering of Arab oil. To that end, the im
perialist Powers are using all possible means to defend
those political forces and social structures which col
laborate with the monopolies and assist them in oppres
sing and exploiting the masses. They are dispatching
large quantities of weapons and advisers, forming al
liances and manoeuvring in various ways to suppress
the legitimate demands of the peoples of the region and
to prevent them from winning their full freedom and
independence and exercising their genuine national
sovereignty in every sector and on all questions.

24. It is not for nothing that imperialism has set up
Israel and keeps it alive; it is not in vain that it has armed
it to the teeth. Israel is the most bloodthirsty tool of
American imperialism, its gendarme for defending the
monopolies which plunder Arab oil, the dagger ready in
its hand ready to strike the Arab peoples who are fight
ing for their rights. Therefore, the struggle against
Israel, the liberation of the occupied Arab territories,
the liberation ofoil from foreign monopolies, the resto
ration of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people,
are a major problem common to all the Arab peoples.
Naturally, they also have other specific problems and
preoccupations, but it is this great problem which binds
them to~ether in a common cause and which makes
their umty imperative. The solution of this problem
thrOUgh theirjoint struggle also contributes and leads to
the solution of their specific problems.

25. It is precisely against this common cause of the
Arab peoples that the blows of United States im
perialism, world capitalism and Soviet social
Imperialism, which is also striving to profit from the

situation in order to capture dominating positions in the
Middle East, are aimed.

26. It is the intensification of imperialist interference
and the aggressive activities of American imperialism,
the manoeuvres of Soviet social-imperialism, the
intrigues ofChinese social-imperialism and the growing
arro~ance ofIsraeli Zionists which have made the situa
tion 10 the Middle East even more grave and tense.

27. The American-Egyptian-Israeli talks at Camp
David brought about further complications and have
made the solution of the problems still more difficult.
The Arab peoples and progressive opinion have con
sidered the situation created in this region after the
signing of the separate Egyptian-Israeli Treatyl as a
heavy blow to the just cause of the Palestinian people
and the vital interests of the other Arab peoples, and as
assistance to United States imperialism and its Zionist
tool to interlere and dominate in the Middle East.

28. The People's Socialist Republic of Albania has
supported and will always support the just cause ofthe
Arab peoples. We hold the view that there can be no
peace and stability in the Middle East without ajust and
lasting solution to the problems of that region, and first
and foremost the Palestinian problem. If these prob
lemsare to be solved, Israel must be forced to withdraw
from all the Arab territories it has occupied through
violence and aggression. It must be forced to put an end
to its aggressive, annexationist policy against the Arab
peoples and countries, and the way must be barred to
the interference and plots of the United States of
America and the Soviet Union in that region. In order
that peace and stability may be established in the Mid
dle East, it is essential that all the national rights of the
Palestinian people be restored.

29. We are convinced that thefratemal Arab peoples,
who are pro¥ressive peoples with an ancient culture
and long traditions of struggle for freedom and indepen
dence will be able to cope with the new difficulties
created by the intrigues and plots of their imperialist
Zionist enemies and will, by establishing militant unity
among themselves, succeed in realizing their lofty na
tional aspirations.

30. The overthrow of the Somoza regime in Nicara
gua is another example that proves once again that
when peoples develop a self-awareness and are de
termined to fight to the end for their rights, the struggle
of the masses of the people becomes a powerful wave
that topples even the most ferocious regimes supported
by imperialism.

31. The events in Nicaragua have shown that the.sit~
ation in the majority of the countries ofLatin Amenca IS
revolutionary and that the revolution for thl? o~ert.hrow
ofthe bourgeois-landowner class and the e1umnatlon of
the dependence on imperialism has become ever more
emphatically the order of the day. The peoples ofthat
continent are becoming ever more conscIous of the
need to intensify the popular struggle against internal
and external oppression and exploitation, for freedom,
democracy and social prow:ess. Thl?Y fan no .l~nger
reconcile themselves to Latm Amenca s remammg a
preserve of the United States of America, from which

I Treaty of Peace Between the Arab Republic of Egypt and tile
State of Israel, signed at Washington on 26 March 1979.
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the bIg United States monopolies draw colossal super
profits.

32. United States imperialism, which dominates and
exerts strict control over the most vital sectors of the
economies ofthe majority ~f.Latin ~erican countri~s,
employs all itsmeans-mihtary, pohtlcal, econormc,
propagandistic, and so on-to preserv.e and strengthen
at all costs its domination on that contment and to prop
up the dictatorial regimes that are in its service.

33. Recent years have seen an intensification of e!
forts by the Soviet social imperialis~s to pe~etr~te La~
America in various forms and to selze dommatmg POSl
tions in that continent. By means ofdeceitful demagogy
and diabolical activities, they are playing a disruptive
and subversive role in the liberation movement in Latin
America.

34. The J?overty of the masses of the people, the weak
and one-slded development of the economy, inflation
and unemployment and colossal indebtedness to
United States capital are direct consequences of the
twofold oppression and colonialist and neo-colonialist
plunder of the Latin American countries by United
States imperialism. These serious conditions and these
situations have led to the implanting of the idea of
revolution as the reliable path to national and social
liberation in the consciousness of workers, peasants,
progressive intellectuals and the masses of the youth of
those countries. The great revolt of the people in
Nicaragua was a clear demonstration of this.

35. The greed of the imperialist super-Powers and the
former colonial Powers is increasingly being directed
towards Africa. As a consequence, numerous external
and internal factors which create political insecurity,
which hinder and weaken the struggle against im
perialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism, and which
sometimes lead to conflicts, setting one African State
against another, are operating on that continent today.
The stirring up of local wars by the super-Powers and
other imperialist Powers, in which they intervene with
armaments supplies or advisers or even by bringing in
mercenaries from abroad, is becoming a widespread
phenomenon in Africa. The facts have proved that
wherever the United States of America, the Soviet
Union and the other imperialist Powers have offered
their "good offices" or have offered to play the roles of
protectors and peace-makers between States, conflicts
have become even more acute, hotbeds of tension have
increased and the imperialist Powers have seized the
opportunity to strengthen their presence in this or that
country.

36. But there is no force that can halt and extinguish
the awakening of the peoples of Africa, their struggle
for freedom and independence and their efforts to
establish their complete sovereignty over. their re
sources or to preserve their own cultures and tradi
tions. United States imperialism, Soviet social im
perialism, Chinese social imperialism and the other big
capitalist Powers can make every effort and use every
trick, can spread various empty theories about so
called "non-alignment", "three worlds" and so on'
they can provide handouts and credits, but they cannot
halt the march towards realization of the aspiration of
the African peoples to advance free and independent on
the path of development and progress.

37. The freedom and the emancipation of the African
peoples is one of the major imperatives of the time, an
Irresistible historical process. The peoples of the Afri
can continent, the proletariat and the new revolution
ary intelligentsia, which are becoming ever more con
SClOUS of the oppression by foreigners and by internal
enemies, can no longer believe in the false preachings of
the old colonialists and the neo-colonialists as to their
"benevolence" and their alleged "concern" for the
development and progress of Africa, and they can no
longer believe in the alliance and the diabolic aid which
the Soviet or Chinese social imperialists and others
offer them. The correct road to the achievement of
liberation, development and progress for Africa is re
sistance and determined struggle against the diktat of
and political, economic and military interference by
international imperialism, against the reactionary
theories and the deceitful propaganda of foreign Pow
ers, against the plots and intrigues they employ to main
tain their domination and plunder, and against racial
discrimination and oppression.

38. The Albanian people have always been and will
remain sincere friends of the African peoples and reso
lute supporters of their liberation and anti-imperialist
struggles. They strongly support the just struggles of
the peoples of Azania, Namibia and Zimbabwe to put
an end to the savage policy of racial discrimination and
apartheid and to win their freedom and independence.
The farce of "internal settlement" through "elections"
of the problem of Zimbabwe or Namibia is but a smoke
screen for the racist regimes and the imperialist Powers
standing behind them to preserve and perpetuate their
colonial domination.

39. Imperialism and social imperialism, the overt and
covert enemies of the freedom and independence ofthe
peoples, cannot halt the advance of history. The deep
rooted revolutionary transformations within individual
countries, and particularly on the international level in
general, are an objective demand of our time and are a
question that needs to be taken up for solution, not
some distant prospect. Millions of people have joined
the struggle for such transformations today, and this
struggle will certainly advance irrespective of the ob
stacles and difficulties in its path.

40. Imperialism, social imperialism and world capi
talism are striving by every possible means to maintain
and expand their domination and exploitation of the
peoples. The peoples of the world are fighting to throw
off the foreign yoke, to win their freedom and to live in
independence. History proves that, no matter how dif
ficult and protracted the struggle, the final victory be
longs to the peoples.

41. In his book Imperialism andRevolution the leader
of the Albanian people, Enver Hoxha, wrote:

•'The imperialist and social-imperialist Powers are
striving in the same way to prevent the African,
Asian or Latin American people from developing
stage by stage their revolutionary struggle against the
oppression and savage exploitation carried out by
their leaders and the imperialists, who rule in
agreement with them and who suck their blood. The
duty of revolutionaries, progressives and patriots in
countries with a low level of socio-economic de
velopment and dependent on the imperialist and
social-imperialist Powers, is to make the peoples



42. National liberation struggles are just. Therefore,
they enjoy the support of all revolutionary, democratic
and progressive forces in the world. They are also indis
pensable, because it is only through them that freedom
and national independence can be won, that genuine
democratic rights can be established and that social
justice can be achieved.
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aware of this oppression and exploitation, to edu- of the Indo-Chinese peoples against the United States
cate, mobilize and organize them and to hurl them imperialist aggressors and their lackeys, the Albanian
into the liberation struggle, always bearing in mind people also support the just struggle of the heroic Viet-
that it is the broad masses, the peoples, that make namese people against the barbarous aggression of the
revolution." Chinese social-imperialists and condemn this aggres

sion. We have supported, and will continue to support,
the right of the Vietnamese people, the Cambodian
people and the Lao people to live free and independent
and to preserve the independence, national sovereignty
and territorial integrity of their own countries. We sup
port the right of each of these peoples, and indeed of
every other people in the world, to resolve their internal
problems themselves free from any foreign inter
ference.

43. Socialist Albania, the Albanian people, are on the
side of the oppressed, on the side of those who rise up
against foreign domination and internal reaction. They
support the revolutionary struggles of the peoples,
which serve to bring about progressive and qualitative
changes in their lives and in the lives of the whole of
mankind. Similarly, the Albanian people have
maintained and always will maintain solidarity with and
support for those who fight against racial discrimination
and fascism and for democracy and progress.

44. Another problem which has concerned world pub
lic opinon is the grave situation created in South-East
Asia. The heroic Vietnamese people had to shed their
blood once again to defend their homeland against the
barbarous aggression of the Chinese social-imper
ialists, who have acted towards them just as the old
colonialists and United States imperialists acted in the
past.

45. The Chinese aggression against the Vietnamese
people and all the recent events in Indo-China took
place against the background of the fierce rivalry of the
imperialist super-Powers-the United States, the
Soviet Union and China-which, in order to attain their
hegemonic and expansionist aims in that area, em
ployed both the methods of direct intervention and the
wen-known imperialist practice of inciting Indo
Chinese against Indo-Chinese. The sufferings of the
peoples of Indo-China today are the continuation of the
sufferings of which they had been the victims for years,
nay decades on end, because of the aggression and
interference of United States imperialism, which
spread death and destruction throughout Viet Nam,
Laos and Cambodia. Again, it was the United States
imperialists who gave their blessings to and encouraged
the ag~ression of the Chinese social-imperialists against
the VIetnamese people. The crocodile tears shed by
United States imperialists, when they express regret
over the plight of the peoples of Indo-China or when
they seek to pose as the champions of principles, can
not conceal these facts. Similarly, the hypocrisy of the
Soviet social-imperialists when they speak of their
friendship for the peoples of Indo-China fails to co':!ceal
their hegemonic aims in South-East Asia and their ef
forts to lure the countries of this region into their sphere
of influence.

46. Recent events have once again confirmed the fact
that imperialism and social imperialism are the enemies
of the peoples of Indo-China. Reliance on the '~friend
ship" of one super-Power, in the hope of bemg de
fended against the threats and hostility of the other,
always has dangerous consequences.

47. Just as they gave powerful support to the struggle

48. With its aggression against the Vietnamese people
and its hegemonic activity in South-East Asia, China
came out openly with the policy ofan imperialist super
Power. Ar a time when the new Chinese imperialist
doctrine of "teaching a lesson" is being added to the
notorious enslaving doctrines of United States im
perialism and the ill-famed doctrine of "limited
sovereignty" of Soviet social-imperialism, the dangers
threatening the freedom-loving peoples and countries
of the world are becoming ever greater and more
serious.

49. During the past year nothing has occurred in
Europe to pmve that the dangers threatening the
peoples and States of that region have been eliminated.
The United States of America and the Soviet Union
have a great deal to say about the need to preserve the
status quo in Europe. But this kind of status quo in no
way implies tranquillity or security for the European
countries. The two super-Powers need this status quo
to maintain their spheres of influence, to dictate their
will and to maintain the permanent threat and fear in
Europe, in face of the Soviet-United States military
potential and the possibility ofa confrontation between
the two super-Powers and the aggressive military blocs
of NATO and the Warsaw Treaty Organization.

50. The arms race and the war preparations in Europe
are assuming ever greater proportions and being in
tensified at an ever increasing rhythm. The United
States and the Soviet Union exert constant pressure on
the States members of the aggressive alliances which
they control to force them to increase their military
budgets, to integrate themselves to the utmost within
American and Soviet war strategies and to involve them
in aggressive activities on all continents. The United
States imperialists have again pulled out from their
archives the plan for the creation of a special military
force, within the framework of NATO. which is to be
used by them as a mobile international gendarmerie in
any comer of the world, wherever their interests may
be affected.

51. The military manoeuvres ofan aggressive charac
ter conducted by the United States and the Soviet
Union, and the NATO and Warsaw Treaty countries,
the provocative movements of the United States and
the Soviet fleets in the Mediterranean and other seas
around Europe, are by no means evidence of any de
tente or the strengthening of understanding and trust in
Europe, as those countries claim. They are evidence of
the constant contradictions and the clash of interests
between the super-Powers and imperialist Powers and
the feverish preparations for war.

52. But, naturally, these contradictions are not on
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suc~ a. scal~ as to justify the claims of the Chinese
socm}-lmpenalists that war in Europe is imminent and
th~t a world war will inevitably begin on that continent.
It IS understandable that the Chinese social-imperialists
grea~ly desire a war in Europe and are striving to kindle
one In the hope that the two other imperialist super
Powers will destroy each other and, then, the Chinese
social-imperialists will remain the sole masters in the
~o.r~d. Hence, the intrigues and conspiratorial ac
tIVIties of the three imperialist super-Powers are in
terconnected in Europe today, Under these conditions,
the resolute rebuff to this dangerous activity by the
peoples of Europe takes on special importance.

53, The American imperialists and the Soviet social
imperialists have long been engaging in various types of
action to trouble the waters in the Balkans. To these
intrigues, the Chinese sOcial-imperialists have in recent
years added their own. The Balkan peoples have cause
to remember the misfortunes caused them by the in
tervention of the imperialist Powers in the past, and
they have sufficient experience to judge what actions
they must take to prevent others from turning the
Balkans into a powder keg,

54. The People's Socialist Republic of Albania has
always been and will remain a factor for peace and
stability in the Balkans. It has worked and will continue
to work to maintain and develop good-neighbourly rela
tions with adjacent States and will oppose efforts by the
imperialist Power's to create tension and foment dis
turbances in the Balkans. .

55. The Government of the People's Socialist Repub
lic of Albania has always considered that the question
of Cyprus must be solved by the people of Cyprus
themselves. We welcome any positive step that will
contribute to the establishment of harmony and under
standing between the two communities, and in this
connexion we hope that conditions for a just solution
will gradually be worked out in keeping with the in
terests of the people of Cyprus as a whole and of the
peace and stability of the surrounding area.

56. Similarly, we reaffirm our support of the right of
the Korean people themselves to resolve the question
of the reunification of their homeland independently
and without outside interference.

57. The pursuit of the arms race and other prepara
tions for war by the imperialist super-Powers is a matter
for serious concern to freedom-loving peoples and
countries. The imperialist Powers' propaganda con
cerning disarmament cannot conceal the threat that the
unbridled arms race is bringing to bear on the world.
For that matter, it has been proved that disarmament
cannot be achieved through discussions, resolutions or
agreements between the arms race protagonists, In no
way can the Soviet-American agreement concluded fol
lowing the second round of the Strategic Arms Limita
tion Talks [SALI] at Vienna2 be considered as a for
ward ~tep ~owar~s .disarmament, as is claimed by the
Amencan Impenahsts and the Soviet social-imperi
a,lists. That agreement totally fails to deal with the ques
tion of how the two super-Powers will implement dis
armament or of how to slow down the arms race be-

2 Treaty between the United States of America and the Union of
Soviet Socialist RepUblics on the Limitation of Strategic Offensive
Arms, signed at Vienna on 18 June 1979,

tween them. It merely defines how, in what propor
tions, with what and when they will increase their arms
supply. What kind of disarmament is it when weapons
are being increased and improved, when the traffic in
weapons is spreading, when the manufacture of arms
and research in this field are absorbing colossal
amounts of money and when hundreds of thousands of
the most capable human minds, have been put to work
on weapons and war at a time when hunger, disease
and other afflictions, are so widespread? The peoples of
the world are against the alms race and against im·
perialist wars, but they are unable to agree to relinquish
their freedom and sovereign rights to escape these
wars, as the American imperialists and Soviet social
imperialists demand. Nor can the peoples of the world
come to terms with the overtly warmongering preach
me~ts of the Chinese so.cial-imp.e~alists,who are trying
to divert them from their oppOSItion to preparations for
a world war on the pretext that it is inevitable. The
stru~gle against arms an,d the arms race, against prep
arations for war and agamst the danger of the outbreak
of war is not a vain and hopeless one.

58. Comrade Enver Hoxha, the leader of the Albanian
people, has said:

. "When the super-Powers are no longer able to
achiev.e their predatory interests through economic
ideological and diplomatic means, when contradic:
tions have become acute in the highest degree, when
the agreements and 'reforms' prove incapable of re
solving such contradictions, then war will begin be
tween them. Thus the peoples whose blood will be
shed in this war must do everything in their power not
to be caught unawares, to sabotage the rapacious
inter-imperialist war to prevent it from assuming
world-wide proportions and, if they fail, to transform
it into a war of liberation and emerge from it
victorious. "

59. This year the Albanian people are celebrating the
thirty-fifth anniversary of the liberation of their home
land. and of the triumph of the people's revolution,
Durmg these 35 years offree and independent life, they
have brought about profound transformations in all
areas. Socialist Albania has established a diversified
industry; it has created a powerful energy base and
today has a collectivized agricultural system that is
undergoing.continual modernization. Our people is
now producmg the iron and steel it needs, factories and
equip!Oent of. all kinds, and is beginning to set up a
mac~me-tool mdustry. Albania is economically stable
~nd IS exp~riencing co.ntinuing growth in this area. It is
m a pOSitIOn to prOVide high rates of economic and
cu~tural expa!1sion,and to improve the standard ofliving
of ItS populatIOn Without foreign economic aid. Internal
resources ensure extended socialist growth. Our
economy's vitality was particularly demonstrated last
yeu;r when. we were able successfully to counter the
anti-Albaman moves of the Chinese social-imperialists
by completing and putting into operation projects they
had intentionally left incomplete or had sabotaged.

60. The People's Socialist Republic of Albania is
Plfrsuing a principled and independent foreign policy,
Firmly adhering to the policy of good neighbourliness
and t.he recognized democratic principles governing the
relatIOns among sovereign countries, Albania stands
for the development of normal relations and for the
expansion of trade, cultural and other exchanges with
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countries that respect those principles. It supports
sincere international co-operation with freedom
loving, democratic and progressive countries. Our
country has repudiated and will continue to repudiate
all the chauvinist concepts of the imperialists and social
imperialists who are attempting to base all international
relations on inequality, arbitrariness and diktat.

6 I. Albania is confident of its future. The Albanian
people, under the leadership of the Albanian Labour
Party led by Comrade Enver Hoxha, are working with
enthusiasm and great detennination towards the further
development and strengthening oftheir homeland, rely
ing entirely on their own resources. As always, they
will vigilantly safeguard their own victories. They hold
out a begging hand to no one. The People's Socialist
Republic of Albania will respond appropriately to any
attempt by the imperialists, the social imperialists, or
anyone else, to divert it from its independent political
and ideological course.

62. The Albanian people value highly the feelings of
solidarity and respect that freedom-loving peoples and
countries and progressive mankind throughout the
world hold for them. We should like to take this op
portunity to express our thanks and o~r ~rofou~d
gratitude to all those who expressed their fnendship
and solidarity with the Albanian people in the great
damage they suffered as a result of the powerful earth
quake that struck several regions of Albania on 15 April
of this year. The consequences of this earthquake were
completely overcome before 1 October 1979, as pro
vided by the decision of the Council of Ministers of t~e
People's Socialist Republic of Albania. In less than SiX
months, therefore, relying entirely on Ollr own re
sources, we rebuilt or repaired 17,128 houses and
economic and socio-cultural buildings, all at State ex
pense and at no cost to the inhabitants.

63. In conclusion, I should like to reaffirm the readi
ness of the Albanian delegation to join its efforts with
those of other democratic and progressive countries in
order that the work of this session of the General As
sembly may serve the cause of freedom and indepen
dence of peoples and of true peace and security in the
world.

64. Mr. THIAM (Chad) (interpl'etationfrom French):
First of all, it is a signal ~onour and pleasant duty for
me, as head ofthe delegatiOn of my country, ~o convey
my country's greetings to our Assembly, which repre
sents the greatest forum for dIalogue among the natiOns
and peoples of the world.

65. I should like, on behalf of my delegation and for
myself personally, to express our profoun~ grie~ on
learning of the premature death of one of the lliustnous
sons of Africa, President Agostinho Neto of the
People's Republic of Angola, a great fighter for free
dom. To the Government and valiant people of Angola
we transmit our profound condolences and wish them
courage in this grievous time of trial.

66. Let me now warmly congratulate Mr. Salim on his
unanimous election to the exalted and onerous post of
President of the thirty-fourth session of the General
Assembly. His election honours, in more ways than
one, his great and beautiful country, the U!1ited ~epub

lie of Tanzania, and is also a source of satIsfactiOn and
pride for all Africa, whose contribution to the quest for

solutions to the problems of our time becomes the~e."y
an incontestable reality. In view ofhis eminent qu.ahtles
as a skilled diplomat and statesman, we are certam that
under his dynamic direction the work of the present
session will conclude with happy results.

67. We should also like to pay a wann tribute to ~is

eminent predecessor, the Ambassador of Colombia,
who, with his authority and wisdom, successfully
guided the work of the thirty-third session of the Gen
eral Assembly to its conclusion.

68. Finally, may I warmly welcome Saint Lucia's ad
mission as the one hundred and fifty-second Member of
our Organization. The presence of a new Member can
not but strengthen the great United Nations family and
bri~g it closer to its objective of universality.

69. It is because ofenergetic and continued action by
the United Nations that the world has for more than 30
years enjoyed a relative peace. Nevertheless, the re
gional conflicts which persist in certain parts of the
earth could, unless we are vigilant, at any moment
break this peace and security to which all peoples legiti
mately aspire.

70. Thus, the situation in the Middle East remains
explosive, despite attempts at a peaceful settlement of
the conflict; southern Africa remains a subject of grave
concern for the international community becam~e of
white domination; certain African States south of the
Sahara, because they are so weak, are constantly
threatened with destabilization, and that jeopardizes
peace on the continent; and, finally, certain South-East
Asian States are not exempt from similar threats. The
problem of genuine disannament under effective in!er
national control still remains in the realm of theoretIcal
discussion, despite the efforts made in this respect by
the United States and the Soviet Union in signing the
agreements resulting from the first 3 and second rounds
of SALT.

71. No real progress has been made in the economic
field since the principle of reviewing international
economic relations was decided on by the sixth special
session of the United Nations General Assembly.

72. All those questions-all of them equally impor
tant-must find their solutions in the appropriate
framework which is that of the United Nations. Our
country str~nglY supports the strengthening of its role
for the settlement of the major problems of the world.

73. Before defining my delegation's position on cer
tain of the aforementioned subjects, I should like, with
the Assembly's permission and indulgence, b~efly to
describe the situation of my country, Chad, particularly
since the distressing events that occurred at the begin
ning of this year.

74. Since 1965 that is to say five years after its acces
sion to independence, Chad has never known the politi
cal calm likely to promote the developme.nt acti~ity that
is so necessary for a country that IS particularly
economically disadvantaged. At that date difficulties

J Treaty on the limitalion of anti-ballistic missile syslems and In
terim Agre~ment and PrC!tocol on. Certain M<?asures witlI respect to
the Limitation of StrategIc OffenSIve Alms, SIgned al Moscow on 26
May 1972.
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arose between the Administration and a part of the
population in the centre and east of the country. These
were the Mangalme events that were at the basis of a
revolt which resulted in an armed opposition and
which, on 22 June 1%6, led to the establishment of the
National Liberation Front of Chad [FROLINA1].

75. FROLINAT has struggled for 13 years to
establish social justice by the suppression of tribalism,
regionalism, and nepotism and to achieve our national
independence and respect of our territorial integrity by
a systematic opposition to any foreign domination no
matter what its origin.

76. After the fall of the Tombalbaye regime on 13
April 1975, the military regime of General Malloum
aepealed to the armed opposition for national recon
CIlIation among all the sons of Chad who were divided
by internal quarrels. The armed opposition did not re
main insensible to that appeal and there were several
meetings between the emissaries of the central power
and the leaders of the various opposition trends.

77. We mention in particular the meetings at Zurich,
Switzerland, and Libreville, Gabon, between the rep
resentatives of the Malloum Government and the origi
nal FROLINAT. If the expected results did not materi
alize, those meetings none the less made it possible to
establish a dialogue between the Government and the
opposition.

78. Further, an important conference was held from
23 to 27 March 1978 in the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
between representatives of the central power and those
of FROLINAT, in the presence of the delegations of
Sudan, Niger and the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, all three
countries that border on Chad. That Conference con
cluded with the signing ofan eight-point joint communi
que establishing, inter alia, a cease-fire and freedom of
movement over the entire national territory; but it was
violated and later denounced by the signatories.

79. Furthermore, from July to September 1977 negoti
ations were carried out .at Khartoum, under the au
spices of the Government of the Sudan, between rep
resentatives of the Government and another opposition
faction, namely, the Command Council of the Armed
Forces of the North. An important agreement was
signed as a result of those talks which provided, in
particular, for the release of prisoners and those held
for political reasons and the formation ofa government
of national union.

80. To implement that document the signatory parties
prepared and adopted on 25 August 1978 a fundamental
charter which was the new institutional framework for
the country. It provided for the establishment ofa Gov
ernment of National Union, headed by the President of
the Republic and a Prime Minister. That Government
came into being on 29 August of the same year.

81. But from the first months of the coming into force
of that charter difficulties arose that led to an outbreak

. of hostilities on 12 February 1979 during which
N'Djamena, the capital of Chad, was sacked. That was
a genuine civil war that resulted in the loss of numerous
lives and much material destruction at N'Djamena and
in other parts of the country.

82. Faced with these distressing events, which

dangerously threatened the unity of the country the
countries that are brothers and friends of Chad, ~spe
dally the neighbouring countries, did not remain indif
ferent and rushed to Chad's aid. Thus the Presidents of
the Sudan and Nigeria offered to mediate among the
antagonistic factions in Chad. Following upon an un
derstanding between the Sudan and Nigeria, it Was
decided to convene in Nigeria a meeting on national
reconciliation in Chad.

83. Between 8 and 15 March 1979 a first conference
was held at Kano, in northern Nigeria, between
the conflicting parties in Chad, in the presence of the
countries that are neighbours of Chad. It led to the
conclusion of the so-called Kano Agreement on the
national reconciliation of Chad. According to this
Agreement, all the political institutions resulting from
the Fundamental Charter were to be dissolved on 23
March 1979 and give way to a Transition Government
of National Union, which was to be formed only after a
second Kano conference consisting of all the Chad
political groups.

84. That precaution was taken because not all the
opposing factions in Chad had participated at the first
Kano Conference.

85. However, until such time as that government
could be formed, a Provisional Council of State made
up of the four parties in Chad signatories to the Kano
Agreement was to assume the management of the cur
rent affairs of the country from the date of the dissolu
tion of the institutions.

86. The second Kano Conference was held from 3 to
I I April, but it failed even before it had really begun
because from the very beginning it came up against the
problem of the representation of the factions which had
not been present at the first Kano Conference. Indeed,
the participation in the Conference of the newly arrived
parties was challenged by some of the groups that had
signed the Kano Agreement. Given this deadlock, the
only solution open to the participants was to set up a
commission of inquiry made up' of two representatives
for each participating country and one representative
for each faction in Chad. The mandate of that commis
sion was to verify the actual politico-military existence
in Chad of the new factions which came forward at the
second Kano Conference and to report to the Chairman
of the Conference in order that he might convene a new
meeting aimed at forming the Transition Governmentof
National Union.

87. But before the Commission could even begin its
work, the factions that had signed the Kano Agreement
proceeded to form a Transition Government of Na
tional Union in accordance with an agreement signed
on 17 April 1979 at N'Djamena, nevertheless leaving
open the possibility for those factions whose genuine
existence was subsequently established by the commis
sion of inquiry to joining that Government.

88. That was a mistake which did nothing to prorpote
a happy outcome of the crisis in Chad.

89. Indeed, the Govemment formed at N'Djamena
was challenged not only by the factions in Chad that
were not represented therein but also by the countries
neighbouring Chad, which legally remained seized of
the problem.
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90. Hence a third conference on Chad was convened
from 25 to 27 May 1979 at Lagos. The N'Djamena
Government, considering that the commission of in
quiry had not yet submitted its report, did not deem it
useful to participate in the Conference.

9I. On the other hand, the factions. that had been
challenged had, for their part, participated in the Lagos
meeting, at which they had officially subscribed to the
Kano Agreement and, like the participating countries,
demanded that the N'Djamena Government resign.

92. The situation therefore remained confused and
tense until the organization, upon the initiative of the
Presidents of the Democratic Republic of the Sudan and
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, of a fourth conference
on the national reconciliation of Chad.

93. That Conference was held from 13 to 21 August
1979 at Lagos at the ministerial level and later at the
level of Heads of State, with the personal participation
of the Presidents of Nigeria and Cameroon and the
Second Vice-President and Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the Sudan, as well as the Deputy Secretary-General
for Political Affairs of the Organization of African Un
ity [OAU].

94. It is fitting to note here that the OAU, having been
seized of the problem of Chad at the sixteenth ordinary
session of its Assembly of Heads of State and Govern
ment at Monrovia, decided that, in addition to the six
neighboring countries of Chad, Benin, the Congo,
Liberia, the Ivory Coast and Senegal should be as
sociated as observers in the next conference on Chad.
Thus all the neighbouring countries and the observers
took part in the Lagos Conference.

95. Thanks to the praiseworthy efforts of the
participating and observer countries and the.effective
contribution of the OAU, as well as the determination
of all the parties in Chad to arrive at a solution, an
agreement was concluded on 21 August 1979 on na
tional reconciliation in Chad. Similarly, a programme of
action was adopted by the various factions to serve as a
working framework for the Transition Government of
National Union.

96. The President and the Vice-President of that Gov
emment were designated at Lagos. They were Mr.
Goukouni Oueddeye and Lieutenant-Colonel Ka
mougue Wadal Abdelkader respectively.

97. The TransitIon Government of National Union
will be formed in the coming weeks, as soon as the
neutral force, which will be composed ofelements from
Benin, Guinea and the Congo, reaches N'Djamena and
demilitarizes the capital.

98. That Government, which, according to the Lagos
Agreement, is to last for IS months, is entrusted with
leading the country and preparing free elections to be
held within the time prescribed. .

99. Until the formation of that Government, Chad is
bein~ governed by an interim committee under the au
thonty of the President of the Transition Government
of National Union, the Head of State.

100. As representatives will have noted, we would not

have reached this happy result so early, bearing in mind·
the complexity of the problem of Chad, had we not
benefited from the wise counsel and advice which were
ceaselessly offered by our neighbours and brother
countries, which spared neither time nor effort to assist
the people of Chad in seeking a solution to their
problem.

101. Hence, I should like from this rostrum to express
the sincere thanks and profound gratitude of the people
of Chad to all those countries which assisted us,
particularly Nigeria, during this sombre period in the
history of our country.

102. The Government of Chad when it is fonned will
not fail in due course directly to express to the Heads of
State of the countries concerned the gratitude of the
people of Chad.

1D3. In the settlement of our problem, Africans have
demonstrated for the first time their ability to help each
other in solving their disputes, even in the case of
internal disputes. Let us hope that this solution will be
lasting and definitive so that it may serve as a useful
example for the African continent or elsewhere.

104. Just as they have effectively helped us to find a
solution to our internal tragedy, 1 sincerely hope that
the African States will within the OAU evince the same
ability and determination to find a solution to the
frontler dispute between Chad and its neighbour to the
north, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.

105. It is in that spirit that we confidently await the
outcome of the follow-up action that the OAU intends
to take on the matter we submitted to it at its fourteenth
ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government at Libreville in 1977.4

106. I reaffirm here the devotion of my country to the
cardinal principles governing relations between States,
which are included in the Charter of the United Nations
and that of the OAU and continued in. their relevant
resolutions, namely, respect for territorial integrity and
national sovereignty, non-interference in the internal
affairs of other States and the peaceful settlement of
disputes between States.

107. Chad belongs to the non-aligned movement and
remains profoundly attached to its principles, namely,
the rejection of alignment, peaceful coexistence, the
independence of States, the rejection of any form of
subjection, the rejection of any form of pressure in
international relations, and just and equitable interna
tional co-operation.

108. Our absence from the Sixth ConfeI'ence ofHeads
of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries at
Havana is not to be understood as a deliberate failure to
meet our obligations; it was due to obvious causes
arising out of our domestic situation.

109. Chad was a1read y at a disadvantage because it is a
land-locked country, and now, after 19 years ofchaotic
mismanagement of its affairs and 13 years of anned
struggle which reached its peak in the latest events, at
this moment it presents a distressing spectacle. Indeed,

4 See document A/32/31O.
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121. The hotbeds of crisis, of tension, the acts of
aggression under the pretext of defence~ the current of
instability which goes beyond boundanes and shakes
even the most well-established regimes, and therefore
threatens international peace and security, abundantly
prove that no people can accept the imposition ofa will
other than its own and that all peoples are determined
to make the great~st sacrifices for their freedom.

122. Of these various hotbeds of tension, southern
Africa constitutes the major theatre of operations.
There since the defeat of Portuguese colonialism, the
enemy has shown itse~ more implaca~le ~han eyer, and
its repressive, aggressive and expansIonIst traits have
become more marked.

123. In Namibia, there is no progress to be observed.
Had the international community assumed its re
sponsibilities, we could today have had that country
seated among us. The settlement arranged under the
auspices of the United Nations to put an end to the
illegal administration of the Territory by South Africa,
and to bring the people of Namibia to independence has
become a dead letter because of the backsliding and the
delaying tactics of the Pretoria racists.

124. In Zimbabwe, we have seen various moves; the
so-called internal settlement, a pretence of biracial gov
ernment, prefabricated elections and so.f~rth intended
to safeguard the illegal pow.ers and.pnvIl~ges o~ !he
white minority. Chad would lIke to reIterate Its POSitIon
here in respect of the problem, namely, that the end of
the mandate of the United Kingdom over Zimbabwe
can only be accepted when Zimbabwe receives all the
attributes of international sovereignty in accordance
with the legitimate aspirations of its people.

125. In South Africa, the Pretoria racists are harden
ing their policy of repression, of deportation of inhabi
tants to concentration camps falsely called bantustans,
of arming to the teeth, and of committing daily acts of
aggression against the front-line States.

126. The continuation of this situation in southern
Africa is, beyond doubt, due to the granting ofaid to t~e
racist regimes in Salisbury and Pretoria by cert~n

Western Powers, which, in other circumstances, claim
to be the zealous defenders of respect for human rights.

127. In the Middle East, the very essence of the co~

flict, which is Palestine, continues to be flouted. !t IS
regrettable that, at a time when there is a certain wIll to
peace, the policy of annexation of territory is ~on
tinued, thus exacerbating an already critical situ~tlOn.

Chad believes that there will be no true peace In the
region until the Palestinian people recover the fu~ exer
cise of their inalienable rights, including the nght of
return to their homeland and the right to independe~ce

under the leadership of the Palestine Liberation
Organization.

128. What has just happened in my country might lead

III. The means of communication, already inade
quate, must be completely refitted.

112. The important Chad In.ternation~Telecommu,ni
cations Centre and the Nattonal Radio Broadcastmg
Station were seriously damaged during the fighting in
the town of N'Djamena. Their reconstruction will ~e
quire several bil~ion CFA fr~ncs. Some, temporary In

stallations now lInk Chad with the outSide world.

110. Agriculture and cattle-raisin{?;, the t~o. key sec
tors of our national economy remam at this time co~

pletely disorganized, and productivity is steeply declm
mg. This means that there may well be not. only a
substantial drop in the volume of food produ~tlO~, but
also a low agricultural output for export, whIch IS the
sale source of foreign exchange for our country.

the national economy is in a catastrophic state, and ignoble principles, continue systematically to oppose
must be reorganized in its entirety. the political emancipation of peoples and refuse to rec

ogmze the inalienable right to freedom. ~nd to self
determination. Thus, the struggle for polItIcal emancI
pation of peoples who a.re ryghting a~ainst all forms .of
dependence and explOltatlO." rem.ams. the essential
characteristic of the mternatlOnal situatIon.

116. Government financial institutions are no longer
meeting their payments.

117. This means that the Republic of Chad is facing
problems which seriously jeopardize any economic or
social development. These problems can only be solved
by urgently mobilizing international aid for recon
struction.

113. Roads in various parts of the country are in a
state of advanced deterioration, and some are even
impassible because they have not been maintained for
15 years.

114. Hospitals and clinics are indescribably out-of
date and basic medication of every kind is lacking. To
this ~e must add a shortage of medical staff after the
mass departure of those who worked with us.

115. One of the many concerns which the Chad au
thorities must face, and which will require urgent ac
tion, is the beginning of the school year 1979-80. The
State will find it almost impossible to ensure the normal
resumption of schooling because in primary schools,
we lack the indispensable materials for the schooling of
children and for secondary education and the Uni
versity ~f Chad, we must further cope with the depar
ture of almost all the technical assistance teaching staff
from France and elsewhere.

119. By your indulgence, Mr. President, I should now
like to dwell for a moment on some international prob
lems of our time. I am thinking first of the right of
peoples to self-determination.

120. Since the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, important
victories have certainly been won over colonialism and
neo-colonialism. But there are still millions of human
beings who still suffer under the yoke ofoppression and
discrimination because certain regimes, on the basis of

118. The delegation of the Republic ofChad therefore
launches an urgent appeal to the entire international
community from this rostrum of the General Assembly
of the United Nations to the international organizations
and to all the States Members of the United Nations for
immediate aid to the people of Chad.
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some to beli~ve that elemen~a~y human rights are af- ing, which is the only means for bringing about a con-
fecte~. That IS not so, nor ~Iillt be. The protection of tinuing and lasting economic upsurge. These measures
the dl~mt.Y ofthe human bemg, a guarantee of peace, is should take account of the interdependence of
of major Importance for Chad. That is why we believe structural transformations in the developed and de-
that the battle waged by certain peoples must be under- veloping countries, the increased global demand and
stood as a demand for the exercise of elementary hu- the greater productive capacity of the developing
man rights. countries.

129. Certain Powers continue to make ofinternational
detente a private preserve, by constantly having re
course to the old sacrosanct principles of the balance of
power, spheres of influence and military alliances. This
means, as a corollary, the stockpiling of increasingly
sophisticated weapons, particularly nuclear weapons.

130. Chad appreciates the political will of the United
States and of the Soviet Union, expressed by their
signing of the agreement resulting from the second
round of SALT to work against the qualitative and
quanitative aggravation of the arms race. But we know
that, in a general way, nuclear-weapon States adhere to
their own narrow-minded conception of security. This
is why it is time for the United Nations to deal with this
matter, beginning by the urgent implementation of the
programme of action, and particularly of the measures
for nuclear disarmament which are provided for there.
This would at least have the effect of placing any action
and any problem of disarmament under effective inter
national control.

131. The General Assembly of the United Nations is
holding its thirty-fourth session at a time when the
international community is registering increasing alarm
at the state of the international economy, the conse
quence of which is jeopardizing the growth of the de
veloping countries.

132. For the delegation of the Republic ofChad, fail
ure to carry out the decisions and recommendations
adopted by the States Members of our Organization
here in this very Assembly hall may well further aggra
vate the crisis which has shaken the world for several
decades already. The problem is to master the events
which have brought into question the international
community's economic order, and to bring about the
necessary changes leading to a new economic order
based on equity and effectiveness.

133. Unfortunately at the present stage in the evolu
tion of affairs, none of the solutions adopted by the
United Nations seem to have captured the attention of
those States which hold the controls of the established
system, even though all of them recognize the need for
change.

134. Contrary to common sense, the developed
countries are becoming increasingly concerned w.ith
short-term economic policies, aimed at rebalancmg
their own economies. One of the nefarious attitudes
adopted by certain countries is that of the thrust to
wards protectionism, despite the lessons of the past.
This attitude not only will create difficulties for the
weaker economies ofthe developing countries, but will
jeopardize the harmonious development of their own
economies. In brief, at the practical level everything
seems to be going against the bringing into being of the
new international economic order desired by all.

135. My delegation believes that sustained priority
should be given to concerted measures for restructur-

136. In the opinion ofmy delegation the accommoda
tions accepted by the many conferences of recent
years, within the framework of strengthening the com
modities sector, should receive particular attention
from our developed partners. For it is upon this sector
that a major part of the speedy economic development
of almost all countries of the third world depends. In
deed, commodities play an important role in the
economy of the developing countries and the
strengthening of this sector will attain two essential
objectives-namely, immediate substantial advantages
for the majority of the populations of the producer
countries and an important contribution in foreign ex
change which is needed to support industrial projects in
those countries.

137. Therefore, it seems to be of paramount impor
tance to accelerate the processes of the implementation
of the Integrated Programme for CommoditiesS and the
setting up of its key element, the Common Fund, whose
role is to improve the structures ofmarkets and interna
tional trade in commodities.

138. The question of the indebtedness of the develop
ing countries, and more particularly of the least ad
vanced among them, remains central to the debates of
the General Assembly. The measures of relief in this
connexion provided for in the relevant resolutions of
sessions of UNCTAD should be applied without delay.

139. The least advanced of the developing countries
suffer more than others from the effects of international
economic disturbances. Despite the special measures
taken for their benefit in recent years, their economies
continue to be imperilled. No recovery is possible for
these countries if the new special measures expected
from the developed countries and from international
institutions do not provide a large degree of assistance,
both financial and technical.

140. The delegation of Chad wishes nevertheless to
emphasize here its satisfaction with the results
achieved by the second United Nations Conference on
Science and Technology for Development. The institu
tional and financial measures adopted at Vienna at the
beginning of Septemberb for the use of science and
technology for development, constitute in our opinion
progress towards satisfying certain fundamental needs
of the developing countries.

141. Besides the earnest co-operation that they ex
pect from the developed countries, the developing
countries must mobilize all their efforts for a genuine
economic, scientific and technical co-operation. Links
of common activities, such as those proclaimed in the

5 See Proceedings ofthe United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development. Fourth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United
Nations pUblication, Sales No. E. 76. n. D. 10 and corrigendum), part
one A. resolution 93 (IV).

e. See Report of the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technology for Development. Vienna, 20 to 3/ August /979 (United
Nations pUblication. Sales No. E.79.1.21).
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declarations and programmes of action of Mexico,
Ma.nila and Buenos Aires and in the programme of
actIOn of Arusha, and recently by the non-aligned
countries at Havana, should not only accelerate the
development and transformation of the economies of
the developing countries but also enable them to
achieve a much sought-after collective self·reliance.

142. In conclusion, I wish to remind the General As
sembly that Chad is a poor country. Moreover it is
land-locked, and is therefore a victim ofdrought like all
the countries in Sahelian region. Apart from the un
favourable geographic conditions, the country has been
torn apart for 13 years by a fratricidal war which has
heavily burdened its development in all sectors ofsocial
and economic life.

143. The Lagos accord which has just been signed by
all the protagonists in Chad constitutes a decisive step
towards a global solution to our tragedy.

144. The sons of Chad are convinced of the impera
tive need for a genuine national reconciliation among
them which will enable them together to wage the real
battle that is worth waging-that for the economic and
social progress of Chad through the exploitation of all
its many natural resources.

145. To this end the people of Chad, who have suf
fered so much, physically and spiritually, ardently de
sire to live in peace, harmony, concord and understand
in~ both within their internationally recognized bound
anes and with the neighbouring countries to which they
are linked by geography and history.

146. Similarly my country wishes to maintain ties of
friendship and co-operation with all countries that love
peace ,justice and freedom. In so doing it could make its
modest contribution, through the United Nations and
other international organizations, to the quest for solu
tions to major world problems, thus participating in the
maintenance and strengthening of world peace and
security.

147. Mr, BARRE (Somalia): On behalf of my delega
tion, and in my own name, I should like to extend to
Ambassador Salim sincerest congratulations upon his
election to the high and demanding office ofPresident of
the thirty-fourth session of the United Nations General
Assembly, and to express our confidence and convic
tion that under his wise guidance and direction this
thirty-fourth session will bear fruitful results.

148. I also wish to convey to his predecessor, Mr.
Lievano of Colombia, our appreciation and esteem for
the able and effective manner in which he fulfilled the
difficult task of conducting and steering the thirty-third
session of the Assembly.

149. The Somali delegation extends it~ best wishes of
welcome to Saint Lucia on the occasion of its admission
to the United Nations.

150. I want also to express our profound appreciation
to the Secretary-General, Mr. Kurt Waldheim, for his
untiring efforts in the promotion of the effectiveness of
this world body and in his search for solutions to the
intricate problems facing humanity. We assure him that
we shall give him our whole-hearted co-operation in the
future as we have given it in the past.

151. May I take this opportunity to pay a tribute to the
late President of the People's Republic of Angola, Mr.
Agostinho Neto, whose untimely death has deprived
the brotherly people of Angola of a valiant freedom
fighter and great statesman. I wish to extend my delega
tion's heartfelt condolences to the family of the late
President and to the Government and the people of
Angola.

152. The policies and points of view I wish to express
on behalf of my Government arise from three sources.
The first is our involvement with the principles and
issues of deep concern to our regional organization
the OAU. The second is our adherence to the principles
of non-alignment, and the third is our beliefthat interna
tional peace and security can only be assured by a
democratized system of international relations, operat
ing within the framework of the United Nations.

153. I shall speak first of questions which affect the
Somali Democratic Republic as an African State and as
a member of the OAU.

154. I must emphasize, first of all, our confidence in
the ability of the OAU to continue to develop its co
operative efforts in the political, economic, technologi
cal and social fields. Too often the positive aspects of
African co-operation are overlooked and the inevitable
failures of our comparatively young organization are
given prominence. We believe that the OAU will be
able to face up to the challenges before it by taking
account of the realities of the present while remaining
true to the spirit of the Charter.

155. Let me state here our conviction that the co
operation that exists between the OAU and the United
Nations strengthens both organizations and contributes
to international peace and security.

156. The OAU rightly gives pre-eminence to ques
tions related to the right to self-determination, decol
onization and independence, and it is natural t.hat this
should be the case since it is on the basis of this right,
proclaimed in the United Nations Charter, that the vast
majority of African countries achieved their indepen
dence. Therefore we continue to be in the vanguard of
the struggle to eliminate the last vestiges ofcolonial rule
and to complete the process of self-determination and
independence on the African continent.

157. Our commitment to the cause of the total libera
tion of the African continent remains firm and une
quivocal. The explosive situation in southern Africa
arouses our grave concern and calls for more de
termined effort against the unjust policies posed by the
racist minority regimes, which further escalate the cur
rent reign of terror and violence in flagrant violation of
OAU and United Nations resolutions and international
public opinion. Of late, South Africa has taken the
dangerous step of installing a puppet regime in
Namibia. Any attempt, overt or covert, to impart a
semblance oflegitimacy to an unrepresentative govern
ment is bound to be doomed to failure. The South West
~frica People's Organizati~n, as the sole representa
ttve of the people of NamibIa, deserves our full moral
and material support.

158. In Zimbabwe, despite the recent cosmetic
changes and developments, the situation remains as
tense as ever. As long as the people ofZimbabwe do not.
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attain real independence on the basis of universally·
accepted democratic principles, the liberation struggle
will continue with full force and vigour. We pledge to
the valiant people of Zimbabwe our full support and
urge them to stand fully united in this moment of
unprecedented crisis.

159. In South Africa itself the abhorrent practice of
apartheid continues and the rights of the majority of
African people are openly trampled upon. Our solidar
ity with our oppressed brothers and sisters remains firm
and unshakeable. They should intensify their legitimate
struggle against the racist minority regime until final
victory is won.

160. International concern has rightly focused on the
well-known colonial situations in southern Africa, but
attention should also be paid to other areas in Africa
where peoples are being deprived of the right to self
determination and independence and where the conse
quent tensions and conflicts endanger regional and in
ternational peace and security. This is certainly the
case in the Hom of Africa, where colonial struggles
have been intensified and internationalized through
foreign intervention.

161. The peoples of Western Somalia and Abbo, who
constitute a distinct national group with a strong sense
of national identity, are fighting a legitimate liberation
struggle against oppressive colonial rule. As in other
colonial situations, they have had to resort to armed
struggle because their attempts to obtain their freedom
through peaceful means have been consistently and
often brutally opposed. Their struggle has been
temporarily set back by the introduction into the Horn
of Africa of the armed presence, on a massive scale, ofa
super-Power and its surrogates. But the fundamental
causes of that struggle remain, and there will be no
lasting peace in the area until the people have been
allowed to exercise their inalienable right to self
determination and independence.

162. In the case of Eritrea, whose autonomy had been
established on the basis of an international decision, it
is a terrible indictment of our Organization that there
was only apathy and indifference towards Ethiopia's
illegal ending of Eritrea's autonomy. Today there is
also indifference towards Ethiopia's ongoing, brutal
war against the Eritrean people, waged with the help of
foreign mercenaries armed by a super-Power.

163. The settling of African conflicts within Mrica
and through the machinery of its regional organization
is one of the fundamental reasons for the existence of
the OAU, which has a respectable record in this regard.
My Government, along with many other African Gov
ernments, is deeply concerned over the precedents for
foreign intervention in Mrican affairs that have re
cently been set. We hope that the majority of Mrican
States will guard against this retrograde trend which
heralds a return to imperialist domination and under
mines the positive role of the OAD in the mediation of
African conflicts.

164. We also deplore intervention by one African
State in the affairs of another because of opposition to
t~e policies of its Government. Where the pre-eminent
nght to self-detennination is not involved such in
tervention can only damage the structure of Mrican
peace and security built on the principles of the OAU.

19s. .With re~~rd to the approach that should be taken
H Afn'fan p.ohtlca[ problems, particularly those of the
th~rn 0 ,Afnca, my G?vernml?nt maintains that neither
b r Afncan nor the internatIOnal community should
e lev~ that the causes of deep-seated disputes based

~~dU!1Just,. cal~ous or thoughtless decisions of colonial
an ~mpe!1al tImes can be glossed over, or the destiny
I d ..dentl~y of whole peoples erased by simplistic res

o utlOns aImed at preserving the status quo. The desire
of peoples for freedom will always come to the surface,
and the at~empt to deny their aspirations will always
cause tensIon and conflict. We believe that the sensible
course, and one w~ich follows the principles of the
Charter and the logIC of history, is to set in motion
preferab,ly under United Nations auspices, the proces:
ses leadmg to self-determination and independence.

166~ The current situation in the Middle East is
another matter of grave concern to this Organization_'
We should adopt positive and practical measures in
sUPPo,rt of ~he !egitimate cause of Arab people under
Is~aeh dommatlon and oppression, We are fully com
".lltted to the fundamental position that the national
nghts of the Palestine people, including the establish
men~ of a State of their own, must be fulfilled. We
c~ntlOue to condemn Israel unreservedly for its intran
sIgence and demand that it must cease its acts of con·
tinued aggression and withdraw from all Arab lands
occupied s!nct6 1967, including the holy city of Jerusa
Ie!". Only If these fundamental elements are complied
WIth can the danger to peace and stability in the region
be eliminated.

167. The denial of human rights in the Middle East, in
southern Africa, in the Horn of Africa and in many
other areas of the world points to the tragic discrepancy
between the development of the concept of human
rights in this century and the frequency with which
those rights are violated on a large scale. In recent days
the attention of the intemational community has tumed
to the plight of hundreds of thousands of the people of
South-East Asia who have become refugees because of
their ethnic background. The Somali Govemment and
people deplore the enforcement of policies which con
travene several provisions of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and which have contributed directly
to the deaths and cruel suffering of so many Asian men,
women and children.

168. The refugee problem is not. of course, confined
to South-East Asia. It has also assumed gigantic pro
portions in Africa. While African countries have an
outstanding record for the provision of emergency aid,
long-term hospitality and the assimilation of refugees,
the refugees within their borders often undermine de
velopment efforts and place heavy burdens on the
economic, political and social structures of developing
or severely under~developedcountries.

169. The Somali Democratic Republic is still provid
ing food and shelter for hundreds of thousands of
people. w~o became refugees as a result of the ~ar ?f
liberatton to Ogaden. The present refugee populatIon In
Somalia based on realistic assessments, exceeds
500 ~and the number is increasingdaily inaIanning
proportions. The Government of the Somali Demo~
cratic Republic, in fulfilment of its heavy re~ponsibility
for providing the necessary care and protectIon for such
a massive number of refugees, has recently launched an
emergency national campaign to c?pe wit~ this gr~ve
situation. We are grateful for the mternatlOnal asslst-
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ance we have received in this task, but our refugee
problem causes great difficulties for a small and under
developed country like our own.

170. My Government hopes that the international
community will bring pressure to bear on all Govern
ments whose inhuman policies of repression and
tyranny contribute to the refugee problem. These Gov
ernments should be induced to provide guarantees of
the human rights of people who wish to remain in their
homelands, who wish to leave in an orderly and humane
manner, and who wish to return voluntarily.

171. I tum now to my Government's position on
wider questions of international concern, which we
view from the perspective of non-alignment. We be
lieve that. the non-aligned movement can be justly
proud ofits achievements. Through its strict adherence
to authentic principles, and its firm opposition to mili
tary alliances and power blocs, the movement has
clearly established itself as a countervailing force in a
world still troubled by super-Power confrontation, and
it has made a significant contribution to the relaxation
of international tension.

172. The unremitting opposition of the non-aligned
States to all forms of colonialism and imperialism has
been a significant factor in the liberation of millions of
people from colonial domination and in their enjoyment
of the rights to self-determination and national
sovereignty.

173. Believing as we do in the value ofthe non-aligned
movement's contribution to international peace and
security, my Government sincerely hopes that the
movement will remain true to its original character as
an independent force in international relations, free
from great-Power rivalry and influence. Indeed, we
believe that the movement will continue to be an effec
tive force in international affairs only if it proceeds with
a firm belief in the continuing relevance of its es
tablished principles.

174. We are therefore very much disturbed over at
tempts being made both from outside and from within
the movement to divert it from its true course and to
channel its policies in one direction. We have made
very clear our opposition to this attempt to change the
essential nature of the movement, and we are happy
that our position is shared by the majority of the mem
bers of the non-aligned group of States. It is indeed
gratifying to note that this correct line of the non
alignment policy has been fully endorsed and reaf
firmed by the majority of member States at the recent
Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Government of
Non-Aligned Countries at Havana [see A/34/542].

175. The question of disarmament, particularly
nuclear disarmament, is especially relevant to the na
ture and goals of the non-aligned States. Whatever in
fluence non-alignment has had on the world scene has
not been based on military power, but rather on the
rejection of militarism as the moving force in intema
tional affairs. My Government is convinced that, unless
significant steps are taken to implement the disarma
ment programme whicl1 was inspired by the non
aligned group and approved by the tenth special session
of the General Assembly [see resolution 5-/0/2], all
efforts of the world community in the political,
economic and social and technological spheres will

prove fruitless, and mankind's very survival will be in
doubt.

176. The most urgent disarmament priority is, of
course, that of nuclear disarmament. The tragic aspect
of the senseless spiralling of the nuclear arms race is
that billions are spent each year on nuclear weapons,
while the majority of the world's people suffer from
hunger, poverty and disease.

177. The non-nuclear-weapon States view with a deep
sense offrustration the failure of the nuclear Powers to
conclude a comprehensive test-ban treaty and to ap
proach in earnest the task of achieving a mutual and
balanced reduction of nuclear weapons.

178. The non-aligned effort to preserve the Indian
Ocean as a zone of peace has been severely undermined
by the actions of nuclear Powers. The increasing use of
the Indian Ocean by those Powers to further theirglobal
strategies severely jeopardizes the right of Indian
Ocean States to determine their prerogative to dispose
of their natural wealth and resources as they see fit. In
short, it endangers their hard-won independence and
national sovereignty.

Mr. Salim (United Republic of Tanzania) resumed
the Chair.

179. Unfortunately, in recent times both of the super
Powers have consistently increased their military pres
ence in the Indian Ocean in the context of their global
rivalry. I have already referred to the massive introduc
tion by one super-Power of military equipment and
foreign forces, including foreign mercenaries, into the
Hom of Africa. This flagrant violation of the Declara
tion of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace [resolution
2832 (XXVI)] can lead only to further escalation of
great-Power military rivalry and the increased de
stabilization of the area.

180. The military presence of the nuclear Powers in
the Indian Ocean also introduces a dangerous element
into the struggle for self-determination and for the
elimination of racism, colonial rule and foreign domina
tion, which have long been major concerns of the
countries of the area.

181. My Government supports what we are sure is the
universal wish that the Third Conference on the Law of
the Sea will be able to complete the long and difficult
task of drawing up a treaty on the law of the sea at its
next session. The successful conclusion of that task
would indeed be an outstanding example of interna
tional co-operation and one with significant implica
tions for the strengthening offriendly relations between
States and the strengthening of international peace and
security.

182. The question of the nature and powers of the
sea-bed authority continues to be one of the problems
which remain outstanding. We hope that the Confer
ence will reach an agreement on the establishment ofa
sea-bed authority which will be able to ensure a wide
and just distribution of the benefits accruing from deep
sea-bed mining.

183. My Government believes that another urgent
priority of the international community is the establish
ment of a new international economic order. We regret



184. The recent general agreement between de
veloped and developing countries on the main elements
of a Common Fund to stabilize commodity prices and
the debt relief extended to some of the poorest
countries by a small group of developed States are
indeed valuable accomplishments. However, it is evi
dent that the developed countries, by and large, have
not yet committed themselves fully to the task of clos
ing the widening gap between rich and poor countries,
nor have they accepted the thesis that their own
prosperity is inescapably linked with that of the de
veloping countries which contain the vast majority of
the world's people.
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that the efforts ofthe third world over the past five years tum back. My Government believes that the world
to set in motion a constructive and co-operative process community can indeed go forward towards peace and
leading to fundamental changes in the world economic progress if it adheres to the principles of collective
situation have met with very little success. security and the interdependence of States, which un

derlie the provisions ofthe Charter. With renewed dedi
cation to the Charter principles, we should work to
gether positively in a spirit of global solidarity towards
the enhancement of international peace and co
operation and to combat colonialism, neo-colonialism,
imperialism, hegemonism and other forms of domina
ti~n, which today constitute potential sources of con
flIct and tension in the contemporary international situ
ation. Only through a genuine commitment on our part
to the uDlversally accepted democratic concepts of
justice, equality and human dignity, both at the national
level and in the field of international relations, can we
make a meaningful contribution towards the creation of
a better world that is responsive to the persistent de
mands and expectations of mankind as a whole.

185 . Unfortunately, a psychological barrier, largely
composed of persistent colonial attitudes, stilI divides
the nations of North and South. Recent developments
in several international forums and the over-all results
of the fifth session of UNCTAD have served to show
the dimensions of this barrier. They have also shown
that the principle of interdependence, which had gained
acceptance for a brief period, has been negated by
isolationist attitudes and policies.

186, The developed countries are understandably
preoccupied with the problems of inflation and the
slo~ing of economic growth, problems that also have
senous repercussions in the developing world. But
these problems cannot be divorced from the world
economic situation as a whole.

187. The World Bank's estimate that by the year 2000
constant hunger and low life-expectancy will be the lot
of 600 million people should underline the humanitarian
dimension of the task ahead.

188. While my Government is aware of the external
factors which need changing or improvement so that
development can be more speedily promoted, we are
fully conscious of the heavy responsibility of third
world countries for their own development. The Somali
Goyernment and people are committed to a policy of
natIonal self-reliance carried out within a strong
framework of regional co-operation. We believe that
co-operation between developing countries in technical
and other fields is an essential component of the new
world economic order and that one of the most im
portant goals of this co-operation must be increased
food production, both for national self-sufficiency and
for money-earning exports.

189. My Government fully supports the joint GAU
ECA development strategy for Africa, and we attach
particular importance to the proposal for an African
common market. We are glad that in the formulation of
the African development strategy prominence is being
given to the view that African peoples must evolve
patterns of development that can borrow from other
societies without alienating us from our indigenous
cultural heritage.

190. Whatever may be its weaknesses and divisions,
the United Nations family of organizations has em
barked on great political, economic and humanitarian
ventures, and it is obvious that no one would want it to

19 I. Mr. RlTHAUDDEEN (Malaysia): Mr. Presi
dent, the General Assembly is fortunate this year to
have as distinguished and accomplished diplomat as
yourself presiding over its thirty-fourth session. Your
eminent qualities and wide experience in international
affairs are greatly admired and respected. We pay a
tribute in particular to the impressive record of your
contributions towards helping the struggle of peoples
for self-determination and independence. It is a pleas
ure for me to congratulate you warmly on your unani
mous election to your high office. My delegation
pledges its full support and co-operation to you, Sir. in
the discharge of your heavy responsibilities. We wish
you all success.

192. The outgoing President, Mr. Indalecio Lievano
of Colombia, deserves our warm appreciation for the
able and competent manner in which he guided the
deliberations of the thirty-third session to a successful
end.

193. We also congratulate the Secretary-General, Mr.
Kurt Waldheim, for his untiring efforts in furtheling the
cause of peace. Mr. Waldheim has in the course of tl-Jis
year played a very constructive role in particular on he
problem of refugees in South-East Asia. His initiative in
convening the Geneva conference on Indo-Chinese ref
ugees7 is greatly appreciated by all.

194. I take this opportunity to welcome Saint Lucia
on its admission to membership in the United Nations.
We look forward to close co-operation with the delega
tion of Saint Lucia in the furtherance of the objectives
of the United Nations.

195. We begin this session with some apprehension
about the general uncel1ain climate in the international
situation. As we approach the end of the decade of the
1970s, we find ourselves faced with more and more
unanswered problems and questions. The 1970s have
seen some negative trends in spite of ongoing negotia
tions in the North-South dialogue and the process of
detente and rapprochement among the great Powers.
Dialogue has in some instances given way to polemics,
and the world continues to be sharply divided along
political, economic and ideological lines. The develop
109 countries cry out for a more equitable new intema-

1 Meeting on Refugees and Displaced Per'ions in South-East Asia.
held in Geneva from 20 to 21 July 1979.
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tional economic order. But we are in no way nearer to
solving the problems of under-development, poverty,
malnutrition and hunger.

196. The peace that we at present enjoy hangs on a
fragile threat sustained by the balance ofnuclearterror.
We live in constant fear of the total annihilation of
mankind as the spread of nuclear weapons increases,
and this is compounded by the development and perfec
tion of more and more devastating nuclear weapons
systems. In sum, instead of being reduced, the arms
race has continued its upward spiral. Indeed, the peace
that we have, tenuous as it is, has been shattered time
and time again by regional conflicts that threaten to
erupt into wide conflagrations. Many of these conflicts
now take place in the countries of the third world. The
truth of the matter is that the world we live in today is
polarized and there is still a lot of distrust and suspicion
among nations in the conduct of international relations.
In spite of detente and rapprochement among the great
Powers, their rivalry for spheres of influence and domi
nation continues unabated, and this remains a predomi
nant feature of our present-day world.

197. The problems that beset us in the 1970s will, no
doubt, be carried forward as we cross the threshold of
the 1980s. Much, therefore, remains to be done to trans
late into reality the lofty ideals which serve as our guide
in our work towards a more peaceful and secure world
order. We can achieve such an order only if we are
prepared to act in concert and to co-operate more fruit
fully with each other. Indeed, we need to go from
rhetoric to meaningful action, to harmonize our efforts
and to transfOlm confrontation and polemics into
peaceful co-operation. We have a duty, above all, to
redress the chronic deterioration of the world economic
situation in particular, for in the final analysis it is the
bread-and-butter issues which are of paramount im
portance to nations and to the peoples of the world in
general.

198. In your opening statement, Mr. President [1st
meeting], you stressed the importance of the United
Nations as an instrument for the promotion of peace,
freedom, justice, international security and co
operation. You said also that this Organization will fail
to meet its lofty ideals as enumerated in its Charter if
we, as individual nations, choose to use it as an instru
ment of periodical convenience. Indeed, we could not
agree with you more. When we all became Members of
the United Natipns, we pledged to uphold the principles
and purposes of the United Nations. We pledged to
work for world peace, for the reconciliation of our
differences and for the common good of mankind. Yet,
time and time again we see these very principles tram
pled upon with impunity. The sovereignty of nations
has been violated and the use offorce to settle disputes
has become an attractive option in the face of the help
lessness of the United Nations. We in Malaysia look at
this development with great concern, as indeed do all
responsible peoples.

199. As a small country of 12 million people, Malaysia
is fuBy committed to upholding the principles and goals
of this body. The United Nations is the most effective
Organization to harmonize the actions of nations in the
search for solutions to our common problems and to
promote peaceful relations, international understand
109 and co-operation. It is in furtherance of the objec
tives of the United Nations that Malaysia together with

its I?artners in the Association of South-East Asian
NatIons [ASEANJ-Indonesia, the Philippines, Singa
pore and Thailand-has embarked on the road to re
gional co-operation. Our quest for peace and mutual
co-operation transcends all ideologies and different
political systems. The objective of ASEAN is to pro
mote peace and security through co-operation in vari
ous fields for the well-being of our peoples. ASEAN
works, and we are proud of it. The countries ofASEAN
want to share the fruits of their co-operation with the
other countries of South-East Asia and to secure their
participation in building a prosperous, peaceful and
secure region. But we cannot realize these objectives if
we do not have peace in the region and if the
sovereignty of nations is not respected.

200. It is in this context that Malaysia and others in
the region viewed with serious concern the recent de
velopments in Kampuchea. One of the cardinal princi
ples of the United Nations has been violated by the
armed intervention of outside forces against Kam
puchea, threatening the peace, stability and security of
South-East Asia as a whole. Fighting still rages in that
war-torn country, causing untold suffering and misery
to countless thousands of people.

201. The subsequent development after the military
intervention showed clearly how the area of conflict
could easily widen, threatening to engulf the entire
region in a testing-ground of big-Power rivalry. If this
situation is allowed to continue, it will be a standing
invitation to others to get involved in the contest of the
super-Powers. Accordingly, a long-term political solu
ti<;>n must be found, and must be found quickly-a solu
tion which will restore the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Kampuchea. The people of Kampuchea
must be given the right to decide their own future and
destiny, free from outside interference or intervention.
Malaysia, together with other ASEAN countries, has
made a call for the withdrawal offoreign forces from the
area of conflict. My Government stands ready to con
tribute towards any effort to find a peaceful solution to
the problem in Kampuchea.

20:. Lest it be construed that Malaysia is taking sides
in the conflict, I should like to assure this Assembly that
our stand is a plincipled one. We did not take sides on
these developments in Kampuchea and we have no
intention ofdoing so. We want to see peace and stability
restored to our part of the world. Our principal preoccu
pation at present is to find a political solution to the
problem. This is Malaysia's main concern. I reiterate
that we should like to live in peace with all the countries
in the region in a spirit of good neighbourliness and
co-~peration for the betterment of the peoples in the
regIOn.

203. It is in this same spirit that the member countries
of ASEAN have made their proposal for the establish
ment of a zone of peace, freedom and neutrality in
South-East Asia. KThe events in Indo-China, where the
involvement of Powers external to the region was
clearly visible, once again emphasize the need to
pursue with greater vigour the realization of this con
cept. Members of this Assembly are no doubt familiar
with the concept, and I shall not go into detail. Suffice it
for me to say that the concept will provide for the
countries of South-East Asia the framework for

K See document Ale. 1/ 10 19.
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harmonious and co-operative relations among
themselves, and between themselves and all countries
outside the region, be they large or small.

204. I would be remiss in my duty if I did not at the
same time point out the humanitarian aspects of the
conflict in Kampuchea-a tragedy which this Assembly
cannot ignore. The loss of innocent lives and the suffer
ings and hardship faced by the population as a result of
the conflict deserve our urgent attention. As if this
human tragedy were not enough, there is in addition the
impending threat of famine resulting from disruption in
the agricultural life of the country. Already, tens of
thousands of Kampucheans have been forced to flee
their homeland and to seek refuge in a neighbouring
country. We in Malaysia know from experience what it
means to be saddled with such an influx of people into
one's territory. Unless urgent attention is given by the
world community to this problem, a further exodus of
people from Kampuche~ can be expected, c.ausing I;ln
due economic and SOCial problems to nelghbounng
countries. This is destabilizing; it could exacerbate the
situation and could widen the area of conflict.

205. With regard to the refugee situation in South
East Asia, my delegation is gratified to note the positive
results of the United Nations Meeting on Refugees and
Displaced Persons in July of this year at Geneva.
Malaysia welcomes the commitment made by various
countries, and in particular by Viet Nam, to solve the
problem. We also welcome the pledges of third
countries to accept more of the so-called' 'boat people"
who are now in the countries of first transit in the
region. In Malaysia, there are about 50,000 illegal Viet
namese immigrants still awaiting resettlement in third
countries. This is no mean number for a small country
like our own to be saddled with. We therefore urge the
expeditious intake of these illegal immigrants into
countries that have given pledges to take them. Any
further delay will only prolong the burden faced by the
countries of first transit in the region, as well as the
agony being suffered by the immigrants or refugees.

206. The plethora of perennial issues of which this
Assembly has been seized will also require urgent so!u
tion. Malaysia has followed these developments With
concern. Our participation in the various committees of
the United Nations demonstrates our concern at the
plight of the peoples ofP~estine, Namibia, ~imbab~e
Rhodesia and South Mnca who are struggling agamst
colonialism, apartheid, racism and oppression.

207. As a member of the Committee on the Exercise
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, we
sbare the anguish of the people of Palestine who are
denied their inalienable rights to return to their home
land. We support all United Nations efforts to restore to
the people of Palestine their inalienable rights of. self
determination, national independence and sovereignty
in Palestine.

208. The Palestine issue remains at the core of the
Middle East problem, and unless steps are taken to
involve the participation of the Palestinian people led
by the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), any
meaningful negotiation, however encouraging, ~ould

not bring about a lasting and just solution to the Middle
East problem as a whole.

209. The conflict in the Middle East is also another

instan~e <;>f the use offorce to acquire territories against
the pnnclples of the United Nations. Israel persists in
~he further occupation of Arab territories and in build
mg more settlements on the West Bank. We cannot but
condemn this act in the strongest terms.

210.. In Namibia, the illegal regime in South Africa
continues to cling to territories to which it has no right.
We. hope the racist regime will co-operate with the
Umted Nations in implementing settlement plans for
the early independence of Namibia.

211. As for Zimbabwe-Rhodesia, my Government
welcomes the current constitutional conference in
London and hopes that it will be successful in achieving
majority rule for the black people of the Territory.

212. At, the conclusion of their meeting in New York ,a
few days ago, the Foreign Ministers of the Group of77
issued a declaration [A/34/533 and Carr. J, annex]
drawing the attention of the international community to
the current serious and chaotic state of the world
economy, characterized by static economic growth and
development, high-level inflation and unemployment,
unabated protectionism leading to restrained and slug
gish world trade, as well as a host ofother long-standing
problems.

213. The fa~t ofthe matter is that the existing interna
tional economic system has proved totally incapable of
overcoming the crisis the world economy is-presently
experiencing. Any ad hoc decisions and devices
adopted by a handful of countries without the full and
equal participation of the rest of the international com
munity can only further aggravate an already grave
situation. In the wake of mounting economic and finan
cial difficulties, my delegation does not believe, and
cannot accept the thinking, that merely by putting a
finger here and a finger there to close up holes in the
dyke, we can avert global economic recession.

214. Beset as we are by many and ac~te dispari!ies
between the developed and the developm¥ countnes,
and given the failure of the present economIc system to
pull all of us out of the present mess, it is no longer
useful for us merely to call for an~ speak. for structural
changes in intematio~al economic re~atlOns. W~, the
international communIty, must be senous and smcere
in wanting to bring about such changes, and we must be
seen to act accordingly.

215 We had a golden opportunity to realize these
str~ctural changes at the fifth session of ~NCTAD at
Manila earlier this year. However, we failed. The re
sults of the fifth session of UNCTAp proved .to be a
profound disappointment to d~velopm.g countnes. We
had another chance at the Umted NatIOns Conference
on Science and Technology for Devel?pment, h~ld at
Vienna in August this year. There agam, we achieved
very little. While the results of the Conference ",:c,re at
best satisfactory, they wer~ neverth~less not poslt!v.ely
conclusive for the developmg countnes. ~h: same Situ
ation is also applicable to the oth:r negotlatmg proce~s
featured under the North-South dialogue. The Commit
tee of the Whole Established under General Assembly
Resolution 32/174, following the General Assembly's
agreement on its mandate last year, has ~egun work,
but its movement forward has ~een pamfully slow.
S' 'larly the Preparatory Committee for the New In
t~~~tion~ Development Strategy for the 1980s has
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progressed very little, ifat all, in its work. We all know
the reason for this inertia, despite the international
community's acceptance of the concept of the in
terdependency of nations and global economic co
operation.

216. 'What we have seen in all these ongoing negotia
tions is the consistent refusal of the developed
countries to accept the reality of the argument that the
growth and development of the developing countries,
which can be genuinely achieved only through
structural changes in the present world economic sys
tem, would contribute to the recovery, growth and
economic viability of the developed countries as well.

217 . With the continued absence of any political wil
lingness on the part of the industrialized countries gen
erally to make this structural change, it is almost inevit
able that their economies will drift into deeper reces
sions. In such a situation, the world economy as a
whole can only further deteriorate, with predictably
harmful effects on the development of the developing
countries. It is a grim picture, but-in truth-that is
what we will have.

218. The present Development Decade, based on the
existing pattern of international economic relations,
tau~ht us a lesson in disappointment and futility. The
baSIC thrust ofthe new international development strat
egy for the 1980s now in preparation is that it should be
formulated within the framework of, and directed to
wards, the objectives of the New International
Economic Order in order to promote the development
of the developing countries.

219. The New International Economic Order, to
which my country is fully committed, seeks to re
structure the existing global economic system, and this
can o~ly be brought about with the genuine co
operatIOn and support of the developed countries. To
this end, my delegation would urge them to undertake
greater commitments and obligations towards the inter
national community at large by ensuring that all the
ongoing North-South negotiations are concluded suc
cessfully and in the shortest time possible, without
recourse to, or need for, confrontation.

220. It is also my delegation's hope that in the current
negotiations for the new international development
strategy, to be adopted by a special session of the
General Assembly next year, the strategy's basic thrust
may not be lost sight of through the introduction of new
concepts of selectivity and global strategy for basic
needs that would in no way help in resolving the pres
sing problems facing the developing countries. Indeed,
we would wish to see the strategy contain procedures
and mechanisms that would enable the establishment of
the New International Economic Order and that once
adopted, it would be earnestly and honestly lmple-.
mented in order that we may look forward to the 1980s
as an era of real and genuine development for the de
veloping countries. Otherwise, the new decade will be
no more than a copy of the present one, which has been
characterized by frustration, disappointment and the
furthe\ exacerba~ionof the position of the developing
countn.es, nO,t ~Ithout ~he inh~rent possibility of con
fro~tatlOn ~Ithm the mternatlOnai community. The
Umted NatIOns, as the only truly universal forum for
international co-operation, must at all costs prevent
this from happening.

221. Although there were trends in the 1970s which
were disconcerting, there is no reason to be pessimistic
or to feel despair as long as we are willing to face the
problems squarely and to take initiatives to overcome
them. We should continue with our efforts to make use
of t.he va~ious forums before us to reconcile conflicting
national mterests and to find the necessary solutions to
our common problems. Let us therefore rise to the
occasion and show that our Organization can work in
harmony and co-operation to bring about the peace
security and prosperity which we all long for. '

222. Mr. KARL-I-B9ND (Zaire) (interpretationfrom
French): The delegatIOn of the Republic of Zaire is
happy at seeing you, Sir, presiding over the work of the
thirty-fourth session of the United Nations General
Assembly. Your election to the presidency is a tribute
to your personal qualities, to your competence and to
your long political and diplomatic experience. And for
the United Republic of Tanzania, your country, with
which we enjoy excellent relations of co-operation, and
indeed for Afnca, it is grounds for legitimate pride. We
are convinced that under your presidency the work of
this session will live up to the new hopes placed in the
decade of the 1980s.

223. We extend our congratulations also to Mr. In
dalecio Lievano Aguirre on his skill and efficiency in
conducting the proceedings of the thirty-third session.

224. Furthermore, we wish to pay a well-deserved
tribute to Mr. Kurt Waldheim, the Secretary-General of
our Organization, for the tremendous amount of work
he has done and the inestimable services he has always
rendered to the international community. His aware
ness of the realities of the world today and his approach
to major international problems have won him our
whole-hearted admiration. His valuable report on the
work of the Organization [A/34/1] reflects in judicious
terms a climate of uncertainty that marks the evolution
of the world situation at the end of the 1970s.

225. Permit me to pay one last tIibute to the glorious
memory of an outstanding statesman of the world
today-Mr. Agostinho Neto, the late President of the
People's Republic of Angola, whose sudden death is
deeply regretted by Africa and the world. My country
was most distressed at learning of the news of the
untimely death of a man who, together with his brother
Presid~~t ¥obutu) was a great artisan of the policy of
reconcIlIatIOn, detente, brotherly co-operation and
good-neighbourliness among the States of Central Af
rica in general and between Angola and Zaire in particu
la:. Th~ Republic ofZaire will spare no effort to pursue
With hiS worthy successor co-operation which is al
ready under way in all fields in order to attain our
common objectives.

226. The thirty-fourth session of the United Nations
General Assembly, the last of the 1970s, is being held at
a particularly crucial time in the history of mankind.
During the last few years many threats have been posed
both to the principles and ideals of the United Nations
and to its.actions in various fields, particularly that of
co-operation for development, at the risk of reducing
t~e .wor.ld Organization's credit and seeing a gradual
dlmmutlOn of the hope which was aroused by the Sec
ond United Nations Development Decade.

227. And that makes all the more important this
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thirty-fourth session, which is being held on the eve of
the Third United Nations Development Decade in re
gard to an objective evaluation of the intern~tional
political and economic situation and the progress
achieved in those fields.

228. The United Nations is 34 years old. That is not a
very long time in the light of the immensity of the tasks
to 1?e accomplished; but it is extremely significant that
an mterna;tional Organization whose mission is peace,
co-operatIOn, progress and the development of the
States of the world should have overcome so many
obstacles placed in its path,

229. It is not our intention to attempt to take stock of
the work done by the United Nations since its founda
tion. It suffices simply to highlight certain positive facts
which have marked its existencb in order both to con
finn the importance of its role and to determine future
action.

230. From the very outset the United Nations set
itself the tasks of maintaining international peace and
security, settling disputes by peaceful means, decol
on,izi':lg Territories still under foreign .:domination,
J?r:mgm~ab.o-!It co-operation am~ng all.States whatever
,t~~ir eCOl~9m!C, social and political ~y'stems:struggling
aga~tapaHJieid arid eliminating illl forms of racism
and intolerance, bringing about disarmament and many
others.

231. In the field ofdecolonization, the contribution of
the United Nations has been positive; many States have
acceded to independence over the last 25 years. It is
none the less true that the job has not yet been com
pleted and that there persist serious problems whose
solution calls for further efforts on the part of us all and
a reaffinnation of political will.

232. Following the collapse of the colonial empires,
the liberation of Africa is today entering upon its final
phase with the last decisive decoIonization battles in
Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa, in spite of the
rear-guard action still being waged so stubbornly by the
racists of southern Africa.

233. Developments in Zimbabwe, after the last Meet
ing of Heads of Government of Commonwealth
Countries in Lusaka in August, provide a glimmer of
hope that a final solution is near which will set the seal
on the effective access of the black majority to power.
Weare gratified that the decisions taken in Lusaka are
similar to those formulated by Zaire at the last Assem
bly ofHeads ofState and Government of the OAU, held
in Monrovia in July, and we express the hope that the
negotiations going on in London will produce ajust and
lasting settlement of the Rhodesian crisis.

234. With regard to Namibia, we note with regret that
the implementation of the plan of the five Western
Powers approved by the Security Council" has been
blocked by the squalid manoeuvring of South Africa,
which has attempted by various means to install a pup
pet authority in Windhoek.

235. Zaire for its part supports the relevant proposals

9 See Official Records of the Security Council. Thirty-third Yellr,
Supplement Jar April. May. and June 1978, document S/12636,

of the Secretary-General! 0 to lead a united and indivisi
ble Namibia towards genuine and total independence.
The Republic ofZaire recognizes the South West Africa
~eople 's Organization as the sole legitimate representa
tIve of the people of Namibia, which, as such, must be
associated with all the phases of the process leading
:r-:ramibia to independence, within the spirit of resolu
tIOn 1514 (XV) of the General Assembly of the Uoited
Nations. At the same time, we reaffinn that Walvis Bay
is an integral part of the Territory of Namibia.

236. The national independence movement which be
gan immediately after the Second World War will inex
orably be extended to the country of apartheid. This
evil and reactionary system unanimously condemned
by the international community as a crime against man
kInd will be condemned by history. We call upon those
Powers that maintain various relations with South Af
rica and have interests there to reconcile the positions
they adopt in international bodies with the acts which in
practice serve to encourage Pretoria's constant
defiance of the international community.

237. We should like to take this opportunity to
welcome the efforts of the United Nations Special
Committee against Apartheid. The developed nations
of the West must understand that it is in their interest,
too, to help Africa to rid itself of this outrage of the
century.

238. With regard to Western Sahara, I should like to
point out that this question became critical as a result of
the imprecise nature of the terms of the opinion of the
International Court of Justice, which became a kind of
empty room which anyone could furnish to suit himself.

239. Although at the time we expressed regret at the
way in which the OAU detennined its decision on this
affair at Monrovia, we remain convinced that an ac
ceptable solution is not beyond the grasp of legendary
African wisdom, in the interests of peace, understand
ing and unity of this part of the world, which has suf
fered so much. We fully support the recent proposal of
the Sherifian Kingdom on the organizing of a round
table under the auspices of the OAD as well as the
efforts which the Chairman and the special committee
of six OAU member States are continuing to make
following the latest developments.

240. Our duty as Members of the United Nations is to
help the parties to the dispute to overcome their differ
ences by peaceful means, in accordance with the princi
ples of the Charter of our Organization, and not to fan
the flames of discord by taking positiohS which are
liable to aggravate the situation.

241. If there is a problem which poses serious threats
to international peace and security, it is certainly the
problem of the Middle East and, in particular,
Palestine. As old as the United Nations itself, the prob
lem of the Middle East and Palestine constitutes one of
the major concerns of our Organization. More than any
other question, it must be resolved within the
framework of the United Nations.

10 Ibid.. Supplement Jor July, August and September /978, docu
menl 5/12827.

II Western Sahara, Advisory Opinion of 16 Octoher 1975: I.C.J,
Reports /975, p. 12.
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242. The United Nations, which was responsible for
the creation ofthe State of Israel by finding a solution to
the problem posed by the Jewish people who had
wandered the earth because they had been deprived of
their lands and their homeland, has also the moral duty
and responsibility of giving another people who are
today wandering and are deprived ofa land-the people
of Palestine-their own homeland, a territory and a
State like other peoples of the world. One cannot rem
edy one injustice by another. If the people of Palestine
today find themselves in tl).e same situation as that in
which the Jews found themselves formerly, it is be
cause the Israelis have occupied their land and driven
them out.

243. Suffice it to refer to resolution 181 (II) of 29
November 1947, whereby the General Assembly de
cided to create the State of Israel. By means of this
resolution, Palestine was partitioned to the satisfaction
of some, the dissatisfaction and, indeed, the detriment
of others while leaving still others indifferent. For its
part Zaire has always taken a clear stand on this ques
tion. On 4 October 1973, from this very rostrum, the
President of the Republic of Zaire, General Mobutu
Sese Seko, defined this position in these terms:

"It seems to us both childish and unrealistic to
believe in the inyth about throwing the Israeli people
into the sea. That people exists and it has a right to
live. But it is also true that the Palestinian people has
the same right as the Israeli people, that is, the right
to have a homeland and to live in peace." 12

244. Egypt's peace efforts, which led to the signing of
the Camp David agreements, 13 constitute.an important
step towards finding a comprehensive, just and lasting
solution to the Middle East crisis. The solution to this
crisis entails the participation in negotiations of all the
parties concerned, particularly the PLO as the legiti
mate representative of the Palestinian people recog
nized by the international community. However, we
deem regrettable the attitude of Israel, which is hinder
ing the peace process and, in spite of the relevant res
olutions of the United Nations, is establishing Jewish
settlements on Palestinian land and has annexed the
holy city of Jerusalem.

245. In order to make an effective contribution to the
settlement of this question and put an end to the tension
which continues to prevail in this region, it is essential
for the international community to bear constantly in
mind all the real facts of the case.

246. The maintenance of international peace and se
curity is the primary task of our Organization under its
Charter. In this field, the United Nations has played an
important role which it would be wrong to disregard.
Since San Francisco we have not had occasion to de
plore a third world war; however, a nurnber of local
conflicts have broken out here and there, and have thus
s1gnposted the history ofthe postwar period of34 years.
Who can claim today that localized conflicts will not
tomorrow become the pretext for or the origin of a
universal conflagration? The representative of Singa
pore in his statement [6th meeting] calculated that since

12 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-eighth
Session, Plenary Meetings, 2l40th meeting.

13 A Framework for Peace in the Middle East, Agreed at Camp
David, and Framework for the Conclusion of a Peace Treaty between
Egypt and Israel, signed at Washington on 17 September 1978.

1945 there had been in all s01'!le 135 wars, involving
some 80 countries and responsible for some 25 million
casualties. This terrible toll shows that peace, the Ulti
mate goal of our Organization, is far from having been
achieved. We want neither the balance of terror, nor the
peace of the cemetery.

247. Of course, direct confrontation between great
Powers has given way to the spirit ofdetente and peace.
ful coexistence. It would also seem that, by the same
token, the battlefield of the cold war has been shifted
towards the developing countries. Thus, the partition of
the world into zones of influence, decided upon at the
Yalta Conference of 1945, has turned out to be the basis
of certain situations which we continue to decry,
particularly in Asia, Latin America and Mrica.

248. The most ardent wish of our delegation is that
peace should be restored as soon as possible to these
parts of the world, in order to enable their peoples to
devote themselves to the priority task of development.
Development is only possible in an environment of
peace and security for all. That is why our country
supports all positive and peacefUl initiatives aimed at
the reunification of Korea and of all divided countries
and States.

249. As to the burning problem of Kampuchea, the
delegation of Zaire once again bases its position on
objective considerations. For us it is a question of
pnnciple and not a matter ofjudging any given regime.
Respect for the principles of non-interference in the
internal and external affairs of States and of the peace
ful settlement of disputes determines our attitude of
non-recourse to force, to military intervention or to
armed invasion, and non-destabilization of Govern
ments on any pretext whatsoever. That is why we sup·
ported the decision taken by this Assembly to permit
the Government of Democratic Kampuchea to take
part in our debates.

250. The situation prevailing in South-East Asia is the
subject of considerable concern to the whole interna
tional community. The serious refugee problem, which
is but the consequence of the tensions that persist in
that region, can only find a final solution within the
framework of the restoration of lasting peace. For as
Marx quite rightly said, "a people which oppresses
others cannot be free. " Freedom can only be conceived
of within the framework of human dignity.

251. Aeart from the local conflicts just mentioned, I
should like particularly to point out the danger rep·
resented for mankind by overarmament. The disturbing
increase in military expenditures, which in 10 years
have attained a level four times that of 1969, shows that
at the present time there is no genuine willingriessto
undertake disarmament, particularly on the part of the
great Powers.

252. Indeed, one year after the tenth special session,
devoted to disarmament, the results obtained in 'the
new organs which have been established are not very
encouraging. In both the Disarmament Commission
and the Committee on Disarmament, deliberations and
negotiations have come up against the reluctance
shown by certain nuclear Powers.

253. Non-nuclear-weapon States cannot be content
with solemn but vague assurances. They need from the
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nuclear Powers a fonnal commitment never to use
these weapons against States which do not possess
them.

254. Furthennore, the conclusion of treaties limiting
certain types of strategic armament do not represent a
solution to the thomy problem of disarmament. Ac
cordingly, our delegation cannot share the. self
satisfaction of the great Powers after the conclUSIOn of
the second SALT Treaty.

255. We reaffirm once again that disarmament is and
must be the business of the whole international commu
nity, and not the preserve of a few Powers.

256. Measures on disarmament, if they are to be effec
tive must be accompanied by appropriate provisions
for international control as well as strict and effective
regional and international control.

257. Finally, the question of general and complete
disarmament is intimately linked with that of develop
ment in the view of the underequipped countries, and
our country is one of these. It is regrettable, therefore,
to note that the Disarmament Decade proclaimed by the
General Assembly on 16 December 1%9 [resolution
2602 E (XXIV)] should show a debit balance. Its princi
pal objective was to free resources committed to the
arms race for the benefit of economic and social de
velopment. But we cannot but note that, instead of
increasing, the funds made ~vail~,?le to devel~ping
countries have decreased, whIle mIlitary expendItures
are rising at an insensate rate. This is one of the pro
found causes ofthe deterioration of the world economic
situation.

258. The world economy is now going through the
most serious crisis it has known since the Second World
War. The persis!cnt malaise of. the internation~l
economic system IS not a mere cyclIc phenomenon; It
is, above all, a symptom ofprofound faults ofstructure.

259. The powerlessness of the develope~ ~arket
economy countries to overcome the chroDl~ Im~al

ances of their balance of payments, the rates ofmflatlon
and unemployment, which have remained ~i~~, t~e
increase in the price of oil and the new ngldlty LO
markets attested to by the rise of protectionism, which
has prevented the restructuring so necessary for the
effective development of production, are all factors
which leave us no grounds for expecting a balanced and
prosperous world economy in the next decade.

260. Not only is progress towards a solution of ~he
problems which have so long disturbed the developmg
countries in danger of being curbed, but the fundamen
tal problems themselves have now been exacerbated by
a number ofnew elements ofdisequilibrium which have
become apparent in recent years.

261. This situation is ominous for the world economy,
and particularly for the economists of the developing
countries, which depend on the export earnings of their
raw materials, investments, and foreign assistance. The
problems of indebtedness , of the decline in the prices of
raw materials and of the deterioration of the terms of
trade are particularly acute for developing countries.

fact. that most of the developed countries have not y~t
achIeved the threshold of donating 0.7 per cent of their
gross national product, as proposed by the General
Assembly, for public development assistance [resolu
tion 2626 (XXV) para. 43].

Mr. Ibrahim (Ethiopia). Vice-President. took the
Chair.

263. The sixth special session of the General Assem
bly of the United Nations in 1974 recognized that the
establishment of a new international economic order
depended, inter alia, on the improvement of access to
external markets and the stabilization ofand guarantees
for the main exports of the developing countries, as well
as the pegging of prices of primary commodities to
those of industrial products.

264. The hopes aroused by the fourth session of
UNCTAD were extinguished by the fifth, which was
marked by a hardening of position on the part of the
affluent countries.

265. The deterioration in the terms of trade obstructs
not only the transfer of resources but also the short
term current balance-ot-payments position of the debt
or countries. The growing current-account deficit has
been aggravated by increased external indebtedness.

266. At the same time, we note with satisfaction the
recent agreement signed in Geneva on the fundamental
elements of the Common Fund, establishing the initial
resources of that Fund at a level of $750 million.

267. The inability of the present international
economic order to face up to new demands-both .by
the industrialized countries as well as by the developmg
countries---calls for a spirit of unselfishness and self-

. denial on the part of all ofus ifwe are to adopt a realistic
approach to appropriate common solutions.

268. All these questions can be resolved only within a
framework of a democratization of international rela
tions. International co-operat~on must b~ un.derstood,
in the sense of a just and ratIonal orgamzatlOn of the
interdependence of States.

269 We must replace the traditional division of
lab~ur by the development ofa creative self-sufficiency
of nations within the framework of a ~ala~ce.d an.d
structured international trade system. It IS wlthm thI.S
s irit that my country supports all eff<;>rts towards pas1

tPve co-operation, internationally, regIonally and s~bre
gionally. It is in the same spirit that the Rep~bhc of
Zaire and its neighbours Rwanda a~d BurundI, have
established an Economic Commumty o~ .the. Great
Lakes Countries, which i~ ,?p~~ ~o ~artlcipatlOn by
other States in the area. ThIS I~ltratlve IS naturally p~rt
and parcel of the co-.operatIO~ among developIng
countries which the Umted NatIOns should do every
thing possible to encourage.

270. We take this o'ppo~uni~y t.o than~ all frie~dly
countries and internatIOnal mstItI.!tlons w~lch. have sup
ported the efforts at economic mtegrat~on In Cent~al
Africa, particularly those <;>f the Economic Commumty
of the Great Lake Countnes.

262. As the Second United Nations DevelopmenL I th if, cts of the
Decade is comin~ to a close we cannot but deplore the 271. Zaire, which feels most acute y e e e
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crisis, inflation and world economic recession, remains
by the very nature of its trade, dependent on the evolu
tion of the international situation. The efforts made
within the country by the adoption of a natio.nal re
habilitation plan, called the "Mobutu Plan'.' gives us
~rounds for hoping that with the co-operation of the
mternational community we shall meet ~he targ~t~ that
we have set for ourselves. This plan alms at glvmg a
new impetus to production by improving management
methods as well as methods of public financing. It also
aims to improve the key sectors such as agriculture,
which will be the "oil" of the year 2000, and transport
infrastructure, and maximize mining output and that of
the energy sector.

272. We express our appreciation for the help given
by international financial institutions as well as by many
friendly countries.

273. If there is one problem that is of particular con
cern to our country it is that of the environment and
conservation of nature in the world. We have increased
the number of our full reservations to seven national
parks instead of three. These embrace a territory that is
twice the size of the Federal Republic of Germany. In
order to improve management methods in this field,
Zaire has considered the most effective means and
principles of conservation. In this regard we have es
tablished close co-operation with UNEP and the Inter
national Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural
Resources.

274. On the occasion of the twelfth general assembly
of that Union, held in Kinshasa in 1975, the President of
the Republic of Zaire suggested that a world nature
charter should be drawn up. The Union thought that
this was a good idea, took it up and undertook to study it
in close co-operation with the relevant authorities of the
Republic of Zaire.

275. Since then many countries have made contribu
tions to drafting such a charter by submitting construc
tive proposals. In due course and at the appropriate
time the Republic of Zaire will submit a draft world
nature charter in the hope that it will arouse the interest
it deserves among Member States.

276. The picture of the international situation that we
have drawn is hardly encouraging. Certainly the United
Nations, by many initiatives, has spared mankind many
disasters. However we should not allow ourselves to be
blinded by unprofitable self-congratulation.

277. The activity we have to undertake demands that
we transcend our own narrow, selfish interests for the
sake of the interests of mankind as a whole.

278. Many crises would have been solved today had it
not been for the existence and retention of outmoded
machinery in the United Nations system. We refer
particularly to the right of veto belonging to the five
great Powers-a right which they sometimes abuse in
order to pursue their interests and policies.

279. We shall never cease to recommend the review
of certain provisions of the Charter which are no longer
justified 35 years after the foundation of the United
Nations.

280. The world in which we live today is a world of

interdependence. We must create a world of peace and
harmonious co-operation in diversity.

281. To the extent that we strengthen the role of the
United Nations and transfer its decisions into political
terms and into terms of the real national situation in all
Member States, to that extent we shall draw closer to a
world order which will give us more confidence because
it will be more just.

282. The equitable distribution of the world's wealth
for international peace-that is our appeal to the indus
trialized world. It is the appeal of the third world com
ing from the heart of Afnca. Will it be heeded?

283. Mr. CALDERON FOURNIER (Costa Rica) (in
terpretation from Spanish): On behalf of my country
and my delegation, I am pleased to extend to Mr. Salim
our most cordial and sincere congratulations for the
well-deserved tribute paid to him by the international
community represented here on his election to the pres
idency of the present session of the General Assembly.
We are confident that under his able guidance the pres
ent session will bear abundant fruit for the good of all
our peoples.

284. The 24th of this month will mark one more an
niversary in the history of the United Nations, just as
the end ofthis year will mark one more decade in the life
of this century. Both dates significantly bring to a close
another chapter in mankind's history and oblige us to
tum our gaze back over this short period of the past to
see whether we have made any real progress along the
path of international peace and co-operation or whether
we should renew our efforts, to the utmost of the
spiritual capacity of our peoples and Governments, to
reach the goals which we set for ourselves when we
ratified the Charter and, in particular, to spare mankind
from a new conflagration which this time would carry
the threat of the elimination of human life from the face
of the earth.

285. My Government has reviewed the most signifi
cant developments in international relations during the
present decade and has made the most earnest efforts to
draw optimistic conclusions. However, we have had to
bow before the facts of the current world situation.

286. These facts are not as auspicious as they should
be. To the contrary, they cast a strong shadow ofdoubt
upon the ability of the leading members of this Organi
zation to preserve the international community from
the grave crisis that can be glimpsed on the horizon.

287. The report on the work of the Organization (AI
34/1] by the Secretary-Gen~ral, to whom I pay a grate
ful tribute for his dedication in averting grave interna
tional conflicts and for his tireless fight to give sub
stance to the values on which our Organization is
based, discloses the grave difficulties standing in the
way of international society in its advance towards a
state ofpermanent justice that will make possible peace
among men.

288. The political conflicts which have arisen during
the decade which ends this year, together with the
worsening of such problems as the imminent exhaus
tion of hydrocarbon energy sources and the concomi
tant disproportionate rise in the price of petroleum and
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its derivatives, have added new elements to the uncer
tainty, mistrust and pessimism in international life.

289. If we add to this the fact that the great Powers
still do not seem to understand that man in his progress
has reached a stage at which he should be seen as a truly
free being rather than as a pawn in the chess-game of
international politics, a being whose own dignity enti
tles him to chart his destiny, we have to conclude that it
is the realities of life today which lead us to pessimism.

290. Like the Secretary-General of the United Na
tions, my Government continues to place its faith in the
inexhaustible spiritual resources of the human race.
Although in absolute tenns mankind has not made
satisfactory progress in areas vital for international
harmony-such as respect for human dignity, im
proved living conditions for developing peoples, and a
fair exchange of raw materials and finished products
the relative achievements of this decade, particularly of
recent years, in some measure do offset that grave
imbalance. They at least hold out a hope that, by
mobilizing the goodwill of peoples and Governments to
overcome the obstacles to mankind's aspirations, we
may yet restore man's confidence in his destiny.

291. In his report to the present session of the General
Assembly, the Secretary-General asserts that although
the cause of human rights has suffered substantial
setbacks during the year, this has been accompanied by
the growth of a powerful and stimulating awareness
conducive to their observance and from which positive
results may be expected.

292. Peoples and Governments such as mine, who
have taken as their gospel the observance and further
ance of human rights, are well aware that the best
antidote to subversion and social and institutional dislo
cations is respect for the attributes of the human
person.

293. To the extent that men are assured of respect for
their inherent rights-among which the right to liberty
holds pride of place-and to the extent that they are
treated justly and afforded the means and resources to
develop their spiritual potential, to that extent will
harmony and peace among men prevail.

294. Unfortunately, the progress of the United Na
tions in developing effective institutional machinery for
the furtherance and protection of human rights has not
yet attained an acceptable level.

295. My country feels that the time has come for us to
fulfil the legal and moral commitment which we under
took as Members of this Organization to respect and
promote the fundamental rights of man.

296. It is my country's endeavour to have no debts to
pay where the observance and protection of human
rights are concerned, and we find no excuse for the
systematic opposition raised by some in this Organiza
tion, for political motives, to any initiative which seeks
effectively to guarantee respect for the dignity and es
sential rights of human beings.

297. The proposal, which Costa Rica advanced, for
the creation of a high commissioner or a like authority
to monitor respect for human rights, continues to be

shunted from one committee to another, awaiting a final
decision. We hope that decision will ultimately be
favourable, in view ofthe goal which the proposal seeks
to achieve.

298. The peoples who make up international society
cannot continue to endure the privations which are
being heaped upon them with no justification
whatsoever.

299. This Organization would be remiss in the per
formance of one of its highest duties if it did not reso
lutely bend itse)fto the task of improving the inadmissi
ble political and social conditions to which not a few of
the Governments of its Members subject their peoples.
It is most gratifying for my delegation to note that very
promising changes have begun to take shape in the
Americas, signalling a new awareness along the lines J
have just indicated.

300. At the height of the grave crisis endured by the
noble people of Nicaragua, the crucial decision of the
Meeting of Consultation of the Organization of Amen
can States [OAS] to request General Somoza to relin
quish power, 14 in view ofthe danger to which his geno
cidal practices had exposed the peace and security of
this continent, constitutes a true revolution in the pro
cess of improvement of our inter-American system.

30 I. The debate that the events in Nicaragua prompt
ed in the First Committee of the General Assembly in
December 1978 15 also underscored the fact tha.t the
cause of human rights is intimately linked to interna
tional security. The United Nations can therefore ill
afford to disregard the human rights violations that
continue to occur in countries held under the implac
able rule of regimes of the extreme right and the ex
treme left.

302. On 3 September last, the Inter-American Court
of Human Rights was officially established in San Jose,
Costa Rica, pursuant to the Pact of San Jose,l~ wllich
was drafted and signed in my country's capital in 1%9,

303. The members of the OAS that have acceded to
this Convention have given eloquent proof of their
readiness to comply faithfully with the international
commitments all of us have made to protect andrlefend
the fundamental rights of all human beings.

304. The Court is endowed with effective means to
guarantee the life and security of any person victim of
persecution who may appeal to it for justice, from
which we may infer that this will mark the beginning ora
new and stimulating period in the life of America's
peoples.

305. In confonnity with a long-standing national tradi
tion, one that reaches back to the humanistic spirit of
the founding fathers of our nation, my Government has

14 See Official Records ofthe Security COl/IlC:il, Thirty·ftllutll Year.
Supplement for July, August and September /979, doclJment S/
13451.

I S See Official Rerords of the General Assembly, Thirty-third Ses
sion. Firsl Commiltee, l>5th-68th meetings, and ibid.. First Commil
tee. Sessional Fascicle. corrigendum.

16 American Convention on Human Rights. "Pact of Srlll Jose,
Costa Rica", Treaty Series No. 36 (Wa~hington. D.C.. Org~lniz:ation

of American States, 1970).
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taken up the cause of human rights as the heart of its
foreign policy.

306. Costa Rica cannot make great material contribu
tions to the improvement of international relations.
Therefore we feel highly honoured in offering our sol
idarity and our spiritual. support to all persons and
peoples suffering persecution, imprisonment and exile
because of their wish to be free.

307. In this spirit our delegation to the United Nations
will continue to sponsor any initiative that may tend to
liberate peoples still subject to colonialism and to seek
the introduction of all possible and necessary improve
ments to secure for those living under oppressive re
gimes the fullest guarantees of respect for their funda
mental rights.

308. In conformity with my Government's conviction
that peace is not a natural and spontaneous boon but the
complex product of factors that are very diverse in
character, the President of the Republic of Costa Rica,
Mr. Rodrigo Carazo Odio, on 27 September 1978 pre
sented to this forum the initiative relating to the crea
tion of a university for peace, 17 a university at which
there could be elaborated a programme of disciplines
whose common aim would be the attainment of peace.

309. President Carazo put forward the idea that peace
is neither a free gift nor the mere absence of war and
that, just as human progress is achieved only through
sacrifice, peace cannot be won without a firm resolve to
strive for that goal.

310. I should like to recall here that the university of
peace would be a great centre for higher education open
to all peoples and to all men of goodwill.

311. The proposal also contemplates the establish
ment of seven areas of inquiry, research, dissemination
and analysis pertaining to different aspects of the prob
lems of peace.

312. The longing for peace resides in man's soul, but
history leaves no doubt that mankind has not learned
how to look for it, let alone find it.

313. If people go to military academies to study war,
should they not go and learn peace in a university
devoted to that purpose?

314. My delegation hopes that the support shown for
the proposal of the President of Costa Rica by
UNESCO, UNITAR, the United Nations University, a
large number of countries and the Secretary-General
himself will open the way for final approval of this
initiative.

3 15. One of the most disturbing facts in the world
today, one that darkens the future of international rela
tions and places grave demands upon the capacity of
this Orgamzation, is the continuing deterioration of the
world economy and the convergence of a number of
very different factors that for poor countries such as
mine have become insuperable.

316. The economic and financial imbalance between

17 See Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Thirty-third Ses-'
sian. Plenary Meetings, 11th meeting, para. 119.

the rich countries and the poor countries is of such a
magnitude that history provides few examples of so
deep and rapid an impoverishment for the majority of
States and such disproportionate enrichment for the
few.

317. If the United Nations was founded in order to
bring about a better world in which the human being
could live in material and spiritual conditions conso
nant with his dignity, those of us who have become the
sacrificial victims in this state of affairs cannot remain
impassive concerning the fate being meted out to us.

318. The international economy, and consequently
the development of our countries, cannot be left to the
cunning games of the economically powerful nations.
The most elementary sense of human solidarity de
mands that we put a halt to this escalation, which can
plunge international society into indescribable chaos.

319. Since the time when the school of Spanish
theologians and jurists laid the basis of our economic
society, the inequality in the economic and social con
ditions of the peoples is the most vicious of the germs
that sooner or later cause wars.

320. Moreover, it was by no mere accident that the
founders of the United Nations ascribed a role of
particular importance to the maintenance of interna
tional peace and security to a just economic and trade
equilibrium between all States. We can therefore see
that it is unethical and completely irrational that our
Organization should not mobilize as though preparing
for a holy war in order to overcome the dangers that
now face our international society.

321. The poor countries have been asking for justice
for many years.

322. The terms of trade work more and more against
the most elementary principles of equity, while our raw
materials, our commodities, are being paid for at prices
that are lower than the cost of producing them. The
manufactured goods that we must acquire from the
industrialized nations are being sold to us at impossible
p:ices, prices that cannot be met because of the poor
countries' lack of foreign exchange. Our capacity to
pay, if not yet exhausted, is on the verge ofexhaustion,
and our economies are thus headed for irrevocable ruin.

323. In the present stille of affairs our peoples have
begun to perceive that there is a new kind of servitude
weighing upon them. The inability to service the as
tronomical debts accumulated against our under
developed societies has given rise to a feeling offrustra
tion which runs counter to the harmony which should
characterize relations among all members of the inter
national community.

324. Our Organization is bound by the lofty values on
which it was founded to give urgent attention to this
situation and to support and encourage the worthy ef
forts of the Secretariat to find a satisfactory solution to
the critical condition of the world economy before it is
too late.

325. It is fair to recognize that our developing
countries bear a substantial share of the blame for the
dislocation of the world economy. Under the sway of
consumer society, imposed on us for the benefit of
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large-scale industries which are not our own, we have
grown accustomed to a kind of life which is not in
keeping with our insufficient development or, conse
quently, with ourcapacity to pay. Whatever may be the
solution to the existing disorder in the world economy,
we may expect that it will call for major sacrifices on our
part if we wish to guarantee future generations the
means to survive.

326. I said earlier that the exhaustion of hydrocarbon
deposits, upon which the growth of the world economy
and hence the progress of the whole international com
munity have in large measure relied, not only has had a
grave impact on the world economy but raises very
serious doubts about the means to be used in future to
replace petroleum and its derivatives as a source of
energy.

327. In the realm offacts the steep rise in fuel prices in
recent years has disrupted my country's economy so
drastically that we have had to make enormous sac
rifices to alleviate its effects and ensure that it will not
be the poor classes that, as is usually the case, should
have to bear burdens for which they are not
responsible.

328. Costa Rica is essentially an agricultural country
and depends basically on a few agricultural products
whose prices are continuously decliningon the interna
tional market. Add to this the rising cost of petroleum
and its derivatives and the prospects for our ability to
maintain some degree of development become mini
mal, not to say entirely negative.

329. My country recognizes the legitimate right of the
petroleum-producing countries to demand a fair price
for their product, but we hope at the same time that
preferential treatment will be granted for its purchase
by developing countries, since our paying the same
price as the industrialized countries is not only contrary
to equity but hampers the economic possibilities of our
populations.

330. There can be no question that a new intemational
economic order will have to reconcile, on equitable
terms, the frices of the commodities which are the
life-blood 0 our peoples and the other elements of the
world economy.

33 I. Costa Rica welcomes with particular interest the
proposal made to this Assembly by the President of the
UOIted Mexican States, Mr. Jose Lopez Portillo, to
estabish a world energy plan [11th meeting, paras. 66
68J. My Govemment enthusiastically supports this ex
cellent initiative ,by Mexico, as we are convinced that it
would provide an effective contribution to the solution
of the serious problem of energy which faces all
mankind.

332. The situation in the Middle East continues to
occupy our attention, as it does that of all members of
the international community, in view of the positive or
negative influence it has on the maintenance of interna
tionalpeace and security.

333. In relation to this regrettable conflict between
two peoples to whom we feel linke,d by spiritual and
even historical affinities, through the cultural heritage
left to us by Spain, my country aspires to take an
impartial and equitable position.

334. We believe that it is Israel's right that its ex
istence as a State be respected and guaranteed; and we
believe that the Palestinian people also have the right to
be allowed to organize themselves with all the attri
butes proper to sovereign parties in an international
order.

335. My delegation deeply regrets that no common
ground has thus far been found between the aspirations
of these two communities and that the necessary condi
tions have not yet appeared for these two noble people
to resolve their differences in an atmosphere of
harmony, peace and tolerance.

336. For the good of all, without exception, the inter
national community urgently needs to see an end to the
state ofpermanent belligerence in the Middle East. The
area is a source oftrouble which threatens at any time to
break 01,1t into a conflawation of unforeseeable conse
quences and which dally claims the lives of innocent
victims to no purpose.

337. My delegation is grateful to all who have
participated directly or indirectly in the effort to find the
longed-for solution to the Middle East question and
hopes that the progress achieved in improved relations
between two of the States parties to this dispute will
prompt renewed efforts to restore peace to the whole of
the Middle East, so that the peoples that are today
suffering the ·scourge of hostilities can look towards a
brighter future.

338. My country, which lacks the most elementary
experience in the domain of armaments, proclaims it
self disqualified, to its credit, from pronouncing upon
the complex plans and programmes that have been
discussed in this intemational forum with a view to
halting the escalation of the arms race. It therefore
holds the moral credentials to express its most vehe
ment repudiation of the senseless armament policy of
the great majority of members ofthe international com
munity. The arms race is an outrage against mankind
and an offence against the rational and spiritual nature
of man.

339. That those who say they love peace should pro
ceed to accumulate means of mass destruction on a
scale exceeding many times that required to annihilate
the entire human race is an act devoid of reason, one
which casts, doubt upon the true intentions of its
authors.

340. When we think of the great benefits which man
kind stands to gain by reallocating to altruistic ends the
astronomical sums earmarked today for the man
ufacture of weaponry, we cannot help being overcome
by a deep feeling of frustration and disappointment.

341. Those of us who trust in intemationallaw and in
respect for treaties as a guarantee of the sovereign
rights of States find it paradoxical that the developing
countries themselves should collaborate in this race
without reason.

342. Our experience of having abolished the institu
tion of the army-which had existed only exceptionally
during the 150 years of our nation's independent life
has taught us that this is the wisest of all political meas
ures to promote peace and hannony.
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343. In the present state of international order it is
superfluous for poor States to acquire arms beyond
what is indispensable for the normal maintenance of
their internal security. My country will never tire of
appealing to the goodwill of all Governments to devote
these resources to the betterment of the material and
spiritUal conditions of the world's peoples.

344. The new currents of international law have made
it possible for coastal States on all the world's oceans to
harbour the hope of claiming preferential rights in re
spect of the conservation and exploitation of the living
resources of the sea, and in respect of the riches of its
subsoil.

345. My delegation commends the sustained effort
made by this Organization, through the Third United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, to try to
regulate this important activity which, for obvious
reasons, is becoming daily more vital for the survival of
many of our nations.

346. Both through our direct knowledge of the matter
and through our reading ofthe illuminating report of the
Secretary-General, we have become aware that the
United Nations is very close to finding a definitive and
general solution to all the problems pertaining to the use
of the sea in all its aspects, as well as the conservation
and exploitation of its animal, vegetable and mineral
riches.

347. My Government looks forward to celebrating
that achievement, not only because of its importance
for Costa Rica's interests, for also because it will be an
equitable and civilized way to put an end to the abuses
of ~hich the developing countries are today the
vIctIms.

348. In his report, the Secretary-General regrets that
the T..! nited Nations is not receiving all the moral sup
pOr,!: It .deserves from. ~orld public opinion. This fact,
In~lcatIve of t.he sceptIcIsm that has gained a hold on the
mmds of ordmary men faced with very serious prob
lems to which they see no solution, deserves the careful
attention of all Members of this Organization.

349. The United Nations will survive insofar as its
nations mirror the trust of the world's peoples and their
hope for a more just society. To keep that faith without
faltering is a task incumbent upon us all, especially
upon those of us who believe that this is the last chance
the Almighty has granted us to find peace and ensure
the survival of the human race.

3.50. My delegation extends its warmest congratula
tIOns to the newest Member of the United Nations
family, our Latin-American sister Saint Lucia and ex
presses its thanks to that legion ofquiet servants of this
Organiza~ion in the techn!cal: administrative and politi
c~ do.mams who, by dedIcatIOn and sacrifice, are con
tnbutmg to the worthy task of building a better world
for us all.

Mr. Salim (United Republic of Tanzania) resumed
the Chair.

351. . Mr. AL-ALAWI (Oman) (interpretation from
Ara~lc): I am very glad to be able to address you Mr
PreSident from this international rostrum and t~ ex~

press to you on behalf of the Sultanate of Oman and of
it.s delegation, now taking part in the thirty-fourth ses
Sion of the General Assembly of the United Nations
our warmest congratulations on your election to th~
presidency of this session. Your election to this high
office does confirm the very positive and active role
which is played by your country in resolving the im
portant problems facing it. This event, together with
other similar eyents, shows not only the position your
country occupies, but also reaffirms the increasing im
portance of the role being played by the developing
countries in the international arena. The well-known
ties between our two countries are a further reason for
us to express our satisfaction at your election to the
presid.ency of t~is session. W~ have confidence in your
capaCIty to gUide our work 10 a way that will ensure
maximum success in the achievement ofour objectives.

352. I am also very happy to pay a tribute to your
predecessor the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Colom
bia, Mr. Indalecio Lievano, who presided so ably over
the work of the thirty-third session.

3.53. I should also like to express appreciation for the
tireless efforts exerted by the United Nations
Se.cr~tary-Gener~l, ~r. Kurt Waldheim, in serving the
pnnclples and objectIves of the United Nations and for
his constant endeavour to enhance the effectiveness of
its activity, so that it may discharge the great tasks
entrusted to it for the maintenance of world peace and
security, thus leading all the people of the world to
prosperity and stability.

354.. My delegation is equally happy to welcome Saint
LUCia as a Member ofthis Organization and to assure its
delegation of our co-operation. I hail the efforts of the
United Nations to affirm its universal character in
fulfilment of one of the objectives of the Charter. '

355. The thirty-fourth session of the Gener~ Assem
~ly is t~ing plac.e in very complex internationm.~ndi
tlOns WhICh reqUIre from all of us a serious examination
of the remedies for their causes, if we are to succeed in
~laborati.ng adequate solutions for all the problems fac
109 the mternational community and threatening its
peace and stability.

356. The problem of the Middle East, with all the
threats it holds for international peace and security, is
regarded as one of the most urgent problems facing the
world today: That is. why fl.nding a just, lasting and
comprehenSive solutIOn to It has become more im
portant .th~n ever before. This issue, as everybody
~grees, IS hIghly important, because it is tied in with the
m~erest~ of many. international parties. What we are
wI~nessmg to~ay In !--ebanon and in other parts of the
Middle East IS not lsolated from the whole situation
arising out of this problem. It is the best evidence ofthe
urgency and importance of finding an early solution to
the.pr~blem. The. Mid.dIe East issue has polarized the
maJonty of those In thIS Organization and world public
opinion, because of its direct impact on international
peace and security, and on the course ofmany events in
the world, partlc~larlyin.eco,nomic affairs. Despite the
good offices ofthls OrgamzatlOn and other international
p~rties, a!1d their efforts to find a peaceful, comprehen
~Ive and J~st soluti.on that wOl;lld satisfy all the parties
mvolved In the Middle East Issue, the continued in
transigence of Israel, its persistent refusal to withdraw
from the occupied Arab territories, and to recognize the
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inalienable national rights of the brotherly Palestinian obstacle to the enjoyment by Africans of the conditions
people constitute a stumbling-block, to the attainment of a free, dignified and happy life.
of the just peace we desire.

357. My country has persistently and clearly stated its
position on this problem in all international forums,
because it is of paramount importance to the world in
general and to the Arab and Moslem world in particular.
Like all Arab countries, we continue to advocate a
solution of international problems by peaceful means.
However, peaceful solutions, in our opinion, have to be
based on a solid foundation consisting of the principles
of international law, equity and the resolutions of the
United Nations. Unfortunately, we see that Israel is
maintaining its illegitimate occupation of the occupied
Arab territories, thus violating all the relevant princi
ples and resolutions. It is pursuing its policy of
establishing settlements in the occupied Arab terri
tories, and this is contrary to the Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War of 12 August 1949. It thus challenges the whole
intemational community, which has condemned this
policy.

358. The Arab countries have been extremely flexible
in their constant efforts and endeavours to find a peace
ful solution to this problem, either within the context of
the United Nations or outside it. However, Israel has
responded to these endeavours by intransigence and by
raising more obstacles and hindrances. This has been
obvious in the negotiations on autonomy. and in
Israel's dubious interpretation of the bases of the Camp
David agreements in a manner that does not ensure its
complete withdrawal from the occupied Arab terri
tories as provided for by the United Nations
resolutions.

359. My country feels that the United Nations should
take more effective measures consistent with its earlier
resolutions and with the endeavours made by other
international parties with a view to finding a just and
urgent solution to this important problem within the
framework of the following principles: first, the neces
sity of a complete withdrawal by Israel from the Arab
territories occupied since 1967; secondly, recognition
of the legitimacy of the inalienable right of the brother
Palestinian people to exercise all their national rights,
including the right to return to their homes and fully to
express their will as concerns self-determination in
their own land; thirdly, the restoration of Arab
sovereignty over Arab Jerusalem.

360. The close links between my country and the Afri
can continent and its peoples are ties of culture, civili
zation and history that reach far back in time. The
interest that we take in Mrican problems derives from
those ties and from our geographical proximity to Af
rica. Our objectives are to pursue the quest for the
establishment of peace and stability, to ensure the inde
pendence and sovereignty of the African people and the
elimination of all racist regimes in Africa and all foreign
forces alien to Mrica. We are confident that African
States can resolve their own problems without any
external interference that impedes their progress and
shapes their regimes with systems alien to Africa and
the African way of thinking.

361. The OAU has in the past dealt with extremely
difficult issues; and it remains able to lay the foundation
for resolving the present problems which constitute an

362. In this understanding, my country welcom~s the
agreement reached by the Commonwealth countne~ at
their recent Meeting at Lusaka, Zambia, concemmg
Rhodesia [see A/34/439-S/13515, annex, para. 15]. We
also welcome the London Conference, convened by the
United Kingdom Government following the Lusaka
Meeting, and we hope that the process ~f .reaching.a
comprehensive settlement through negotIattons tha~ IS
now under way will prove the ideal method for reactnng
acceptable global solutions.

363. My delegation regrets to have to recall that, de
spite the three years that have elapsed since th~ events
in the Hom of Africa, that region is still suffenng from
ins tability, because it has not yet bl?en possible to fi~d
an acceptable and equitable solutIon to the C0!1illct
between Ethiopia and Somalia because of contmual
foreign interference in that region. Some have taken
advantage of regional conflicts to intervene in that re
gion. Some have taken advantage of regional con:flicts
to intervene in that region of Africa so as to alter the
turn of events, and they have done that in the interests
of one party and to the detriment of the interests of
another. This is a matter of great concern to us.

364. The Sultanate of Oman shares the concern of
many States Members of the United Nations, particu
larly the littoral and hinterland States of the Indian
Ocean regarding the necessity of taking urgent meas
ures to give effect to the Declaration of the Indian
Ocean as a Zone of Peace [resolution 2832 (XXVI)],
because we are convinced that the implementation of
that Declaration would certainly alleviate tension in the
world and remove that region from the field ofcompeti
tion and the attempts at imposing hegemony which we
are witnessing today.

365. My country attaches great importance to the
early implementation of the Declaration of the Indian
Ocean as a Zone of Peace, since the Sultanate ofOman
is a country in that area and has an extensive coast-line
on that ocean. Our support for the Declaration of the
Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace, free from foreign
military bases and from nuclear weapons, and removed
from the antagonisms of the fleets of the great Powers I

stems from our conviction that maintaining the region
under constant tension will not provide security and
stability nor will it help us to devote our efforts to the
progress and well-being 0'£ our peoples.

366. The implementation of the Declaration would
require first of all the sincere contribution of the coastal
and hinterland States to translating its content into fact.
It would necessitate the commitment of the States of
the area to mutual respect, as well as to respect for
regional sovereignty and the principles of non·
intervention in internal affairs, non-resort to the use or
the threat of force in international relations and com·
pliance with the principle of the peaceful settlement of
any disputes, in keeping with international law and the
relevant international covenants.

367. Furthermore, all countries directly concerned
should respond to the appeals made by the General
Assembly to translate that Declaration into practical
and effective measures without any feeling of hatred or
selfishness. Likewise there should be no attempts at
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hegemony of the kind so current in the behaviour of
some States with expansionist ambitions, which try to
realize them and their illegitimate objectives in contra
vention of international laws and customs.

368. Our object of concern today is what we witness
regarding the increasing escalation of the presence of
the major maritime Powers in the Indian Ocean. We
associate ourselves with the international community
in appealing to those Powers to reduce their naval
forces and to refrain from expanding their zones of
influence in that region, because this contributes to
increasing tension and instability in the area.

369. My country has participated in all the activities
of the United Nations aimed at making the Indian
Ocean a zone of peace. It has also participated in the
Meeting of the Littoral and Hinterland States of the
Indian Ocean held last July in New York. Despite the
fact that that Meeting failed to attain the objectives that
we all aspired to, it did succeed in bringing closer to
gether the various views of the participating countries
and provided opportlJnities for all those countries to
express their opinion. We hope that this will create an
atmosphere of hannony among those views, leading at
the outcome to the implementation of the Declaration
making the Indian Ocean a zone of peace. I am con
vinced that, if there is sincere political will among the
countries interested in the area, the world community
will be able to draw liP a legal framework making the
Indian Ocean a zone of peace.

370. The delegation of the Sultanate ofOman stressed
at the thirty-second session from this rostrum the im
portance of the question of the Straits of Hormuz and
the necessity of navigation through iLlS The impor
tance of these Straits is now increasing because about
30 per cent of the oil of the world passes through it. The
recent rumours about the possibility of operations that
might result in impeding navigation through the Straits
and interrupting the flow ofoil from the producing to the
consuming countries are certainly a subject of concern.
It is my duty to affinn he re once again that my country is
always ready to co-operate with all other countries in
the region and outside it, with a view to guaranteeing
the security of navigation through these vital and im
portant Straits. We invite all countries of the world to
co-operate and work together to remove from this im
portant waterway the threat of sabotage that would
result in impeding navigation through it. In our opinion,
threats to Impede navigation constitute a real danger
only if they are supported by other countries. So it is
essential to launch an appeal for a review of attitudes to
ensure that there is a triumph of wisdom, common sense
and international interest over limited and passing
selfish interests. Faced with all these problems, the
Sultanate ofOman, because ofits geographical location
and the responsibilities incumbent on it, will take all
legal steps to prevent navigation in the Straits of
Hormuz from being eXl;'osed to sabotage, with a view to
guaranteeing the secunty, stability, sovereignty, safety
and regularity of international navigation.

37 I. The Sultanate of Oman participated in the recent
Sixth Conference of Heads ofState and Government of
Non-Aligned Countries. As in the past, my country will
continue to support the policy and the activities of the

lti Ibid.. Thirty-second Session. Plenary Meetings. 23rd meeting,
para. 228.

Non-Aligned Movement, so as to protect the move
ment from any possible attempt to draw it away from its
fundamental principles. We trust that the non-aligned
movement will maintain its fundamental characteristics
and resist all attempts to have it incline to the benefit of
one bloc as opposed to another.

372. What is happening in Indo-China is a matter of
serious concern. We hope that stability will prevail
there so that an end can be put to armed struggle and to
interference in the affairs of certain countries of the
region. There is need to respect the autonomy and
sovereignty of all the countries of the region, without
any interference in their internal affairs. That is. why
my delegation welcomes the results of the Geneva con
ference, which was convened by the Secretary-General
of the United Nations and took place on 20 and 21 July
1979. The conference dealt with the question of ref
ugees from Indo-China, and we of course participated
in it. My delegation feels that the international commu
nity should endeavour to find a radical and just solution
to this problem of Indo-Chinese refugees, so as to en
sure peace and stability in that part of the world.

373. I should like now to take up another issue to
which my country attaches the greatest importance, the
continuing negotiations on the law ofthe sea. In view of
its geographical position alongside straits that are im
portant to international navigation, the Straits of
Hormuz, the Sultanate of Oman has adopted firm posi
tions which were already expressed and clarified at
sessions ofthe Third United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea.

374. My delegation has made a sincere and serious
contribution to the current attempts to find an accept
able convention that would be endorsed by all parties.
We feel that the progress made so far and during the
negotiations at the eighth session, which was resumed
at New York, is encouraging. It shows that there is a
determination among the negotiators to reach com
promise solutions. Here I should like to mention the
two compromise formulas we reached on the explora
tion and exploitation of the resources of the sea-bed
beyond territorial jurisdiction. 19 We reached those
formulas after very protracted, exhausting difficult ne
gotiations, and we must all accept them although we do
admit that there are certain practical and delicate de
tails which are still pending. A common management of
the resources of the sea-bed must aim at ensuring equal
opportunities to enjoy the wealth of the sea. If proper
functioning of the sea-bed authority is desired, we must
facilitate the transfer of technology and the flow of
capital that project and to the developing countries. It
goes without saying that the industrialized countries
have a very important role to play in this area, and their
political will is of particular importance. The Confer
ence has already set next year as a deadline for the
ratification of the awaited convention, which will be the
best guarantee of the stability and good management of
ocean and sea-bed resources. Such stability would have
a most beneficial impact on the consolidation ofsecur
ity, justice and the principle of equity in the world at.
large.

375. All nations are calling for the elaboration of a
clear policy of disalmament. Though negotiations be
tween the two super-Powers are still under way, not too

19 See document A/CONF.62/91 and Corr.1.



19th mcetlng-3 October 1979 403

much has been achieved in disarmament. During the
tenth special session, which was devoted to disarma
ment, the General Assembly emphasized important
principles [see resolution S-1012]. We must all respect
those principles, so as to achieve general and complete
disarmament.

376. The Sultanate of Oman welcomes the results of
the negotiations between the Soviet Union and the
United States of America which led to the signing of the
second SALT treaty, and we trust that final ratification
will take place very soon, so that the next stage of the
negotiations between the two countries can begin soon
in order that even greater progress may be made in this
field.

377. My country, like other countries in the world, is
aware of the increasing importance of establishing a
new international economic order based on a just bal
ance between the prices of raw materials and those of
manufactured products and taking into account the
needs of the developing countries so as to accelerate
their development. The view of the Sultanate of Oman
on this subject is similar to that of the other developing
countries. We support the resolutions of the Group of
77 and their efforts in this connexion. We are convinced
that no State can stand isolated from the new interna
tional economic co-operation, whatever its economic
and technological potential may be, if the majority of
the countries of the world should agree on the fonnula
of the principles on which the world economy must
rest, so that it may be more equitable and just, particu
larly as far as the developing countries are concerned.

378. The starting-point in our endeavours and the pil
lar ofour actions should be the resolutions of the sixth
special session of the General Assembly [resolutions
3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-Vl)] , and the Charter of
Economic Rights and Duties ofStates [resolution 3281
(XX/X)]. Success in the negotiations between North
and South depends on the extent of the co-operation
and solidarity of the developing countries, the parts
most affected by monetary inflation and increasing
price fluctuations. Here we would appeal to the indus
trialized and advanced countries to increase their aid to
the developing countries, so as to raise development
rates therein and alleviate the burden of the debts that
weighs so heavily on them. We would also ask the
developed countries to be more flexible and more seri
ous in the negotiations concerning this subject. In this
context my country participated actively, in the fifth
session of UNCTAD held at Manila last May. My dele
gation supported all the positive recommendations that
emanated from the Conference. 20 The pattern of re
gional co-operation in this field provides an opportunity
to broaden international co-operation in general, based
as it is on economic and social harmony and integration
and on co-ordination and other considerations compati
ble with the potential of each country of the regional
groupings. This promotes friendship co-ordination and
good neighbourhood. Accordingly, my country
sincerely tried to work out such co-operation in our
area and is still seeking to enhance it.

379. My delegation notes with satisfaction that the
General Assembly has decided, on the basis of a pro
posal made by the Group of77, to hold a special session

20 See Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development, Fifth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.79.JI.D.14).

in 1980. We have to recall here that, despite the fact that
the Committee of the Whole Established Under Gen
eral Assembly Resolution 32/174 achieved only limited
results we consider that it should assume the tasks of a
preparatory committee for the special session. We hope
that the special session of the General Assembly will
take the necessary measures to promote the develop
ment of the developing countries, to enhance interna
tional economic co-operation, and to establish a just
international economic order.

380. As far as the energy crisis is concerned, we feel
that its causes are not the export prices nor the reduc
tion in the production of oil and its derivatives but
mainly and in the first instance, the increase in con
sumption, which made demand exceed supply. The
result was a high increase of price on world markets.
Unless we manage to rationalize consumption and find,
as soon as possible, oil substitutes for some uses of
energy, the problem may worsen. Oil is an indispen
sable precious commodity. Consequently, th~ conser
vation of resou rces is necessary. My country's policy in
this concern is in line with the resolutions of the Organi
zation of Petroleum Exporting Countries.

381. In conclusion, we trust that at this thirty-fourth
session of the General Assembly we shall find ways and
means of improving our methods ofwork to bring them
more into line with the evolution of this Organization,
the increase of ~he number of its Members, and the
importance of the items submitted to us. We should try
to limit the number of resolutions adopted by this Or
ganization, so that Member States will be better able to
follow up and implement them, and hope thus to reduce
the number ofcondemnations and come to the phase of
submitting solutions and alternatives, particularly in
those cases where it is unanimously recognized that
change is necessary. We trust that this session, under
the President's guidance, will be the first phase in build
ing up a better world which will benefit from the experi
ence and results of past years.

382. Mr. CASTILLO-VALDES (Guatemala) (in
terpretation/rom Spanish): On behalf ofthe people and
Government of Guatemala, headed by General
Fernando Romeo Lucas GarCIa, I wish to convey our
friendly greetings to all the peoples of the countries of
the world who are worthily represented here.

383. My delegation wishes to congratulate Mr. Salim
Ahmed Salim of the United Republic ofTanzania on his
election to the presidency of this General Assembly,
and to convey to him our best wishes for a successful
tenn of office.

384. I also wish to express the gratitude of the
Guatemalan· delegation to Mr. Indalecio Lievano
Aguirre, for the skill and wisdom he demonstrated in his
presidency of the last Assembly.

385. The positive, realistic and objective manner in
which the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
Mr. Kurt Waldheim, has carried out his duties, prompts
my delegation to express to him its support and
solidarity,

386. The Government of Guatemala is pleased to see
the admission to the United Nations ofSaint Lucia, and
it congratulates that new country on having joined the
international community.
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387. As its contribution to the work of this Assembly,
my delegation wishes to describe the achievements of
the people and Government of Guatemala; the postu
!ates, principles and foundations of its national and
mtern?-tional policy; its position with regard to the in
ternatIOnal economy and international trade; its views
~n how.the United Nations should approach the new
mt~J.UatlOnal development strategy; its philosophy on
chtldren and youth, and its position with regard to the
controversy concerning the territory of Belize.

388. .The Govern~ent of. Guatemala feels it ap
proprIate that the mternatiOnal community should
learn, through this world forum, of the efforts being
made by the people and the Government of Guatemala
to stimulate the country's integrated development pro
cess, and to provide all Guatemalans with adequate
scope for the realization of their aspirations and the
development of their abilities, within a framework of
freedom, dignity and the full implementation and ob
servance ofconstitutional guarantees, and ofthe values
and human rights which are well provided for in our
Constitution.

389. The Government ofGuatemala, elected and sup
ported by the people, is carrying out the tasks laid down
!n the national development plan for 1979-1982, which
IS a technically drafted document containing an in
ventory ofour needs, an evaluation ofour priorities and
an indication of how the resources will be obtained for
the perfonnance of those tasks which are indispensable
to the nation.

Mr. Calderon Fournier (Costa Rica), Vice
President, took the Chair.

390. Thus! th7 G~vernment is constructing
hydroelectnc statIons, highways, ports, schools, hospi
tals, healt.h ~entres, and housing, and is developing a
lateral strIp 10 the northern part of the country which
covers an area of 9, 140 square kilometers and which
will provide more land for the Guatemalan people, en
sure access t~ the sea for their products, and permit
them to settle 10 this area, which is being equipped with
everything necessary to provide a decent standard of
living.

391. Our Government is striving for the full develop
ment of all Guatemalans, combatting malnutrition im
poving sanitation in areas ofendemic diseases, facilitat
109 access to education for all children, youth and old
people, and fostering the organization and strengthen
109 of industry in order to generate new sources of
employment and thus, through our own labour and
~fforts, to ensure that our country continues to progress
10 the development process which is known to all the
world.

392. The people of Guatemala are democratic and
consequently, their Government maintains absolute re~
spec:t for civ}l rights. In our country, nationals and
foreigners enJoy all the freedoms. With regard to one of
the fundamental freedoms, that of expression news
papers, radio and television news services flo~rish in
Gu~temala and ex.ercise daily their freedom of opinion,
~hlch naturally mcludes the right of criticism and
dissent.

393. Political parties also flourish in Guatemala. Ideas
are channelled through these public bodies, and citi-

zens have access to legally institutionalized organiza
tions through which to express their opinions and make
suggestions, ultimately to participate in government
itself, so that our people may benefit from the en
thusiasm and political wisdom of their sons.

394. In the field of labour relations, a process of
unionization thrives, and 80 new trade-union leaders
have been duly registered in the past year.

395. Democracy in Guatemala, as in any civilized
place in the world, demands a just order, constructive
.peace, internal discipline and productive labour.

396. In the conclusion to its report on human rights in
Guatemala, the International Commission of Jurists
stated the following:

"The 1965 Constitution of the Republic of
Guat~mala.is a genuinely Iib~ral do~ument providing
a solid baSIS for a democratic and Just society. "21

In another of its conclusions the report states:

"Many factors exist in Guatemala that could serve
as the basis of a constructive development toward a
peaceful and prosperous future. These include the
facts that the majority of the country's population
consists of inherently peaceful Indian tribes; that the
country has a substantial middle class and a large
number of highly trained professionals; that the con
stitutional and legal structure of the country provide
a solid foundation for a democratic society; that the
positive orientation of its legal structure is confirmed
by the entry into force in Guatemala on July 18, 1978
of the American Convention on Human Rights ex
pressing the intention to establish withi~ a
framework of democratic institutions a system of
personal liberty and social justice based on respect
for the essential rights of man; and that the National
Council of Economic Planning has published a report
on the objectives and strategy of long-term develop
ment which sets forth in reasonable detail a strategy
for reaching the objective of raising the level of mate
rial, cultural and spiritual well-being of the majority
of the Guatemalan population in order to achieve a
just and stable social peace."22

397. The people and Government of Guatemala are
grateful for this recognition of the country's develop
ment proce~s at:'d w}sh to reiterate in this Assembly the
resol~e which Inspires them to pursue their develop
me1}t In all areas. They also wish to express their keen
deSire. that other societies in under-developed
countrIes, such as our own, will attain such levels of
well-being as Guatemala is attaining.

398. Guatemala is politically structured by the
sov~reign will of its people on the basis of the demo
cratic model of society which prevails in the Western
world.

399. I~s int7rnational policy is fully in line with its
domestIc pohcy and, consequently, is serious, honour
able, loyal, responsible, honest and in accordance with

. ZI See, Donald T .. F~x, Human Rights in Guatemala (Geneva,
_.!nternatlOnal Com l11I.sslqn of Jurists, 1979), p. 56.

zz Ibid., pp. 57 and 58.
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the principles and postulates on which its philosophy of
government is based.

400. As a developing nation, its policy identifies com
pletely with the hopes of the under-developed world, as
shown by all the positions taken by the country interna
tionally, in which it has endorsed by its presence and its
reasoning, the decisions taken within the Group of 77.

40 I. In the context of the Central American subre
gion, Guatemala has developed and maintained a policy
of sincere brotherhood with the people of its brother
nations in the isthmus, and of respect, co-operation and
deep faith and conviction in the Central American
identity.

402. In connexion with the events in Nicaragua,
10,000 ofour Nicaraguan brothers arrived in Guatemala
both before and after the victory of the Sandinist Lib
eration Front, and our people, in accordance with our
long-standing tradition of hospitality, received them
with the affection which Guatemala feels for all its
Central American brothers, regardless oftheir political
convictions, and without labelling them in any discrimi
natory fashion. It receives them with sincerity and af
fection, offering them the opportunity to live in
freedom.

403. My people and my Govemment thus reiterate
their most sincere wishes towards the people of Nicara
gua that they will recover from their wounds, and offer
them all the solidarity and co-operation they can possi
bly provide to promote, the development of our sister
nation.

404. The Government ofGuatemala reaffirms its faith
in the process of Central American integration, on the
understanding that integration is not confined solely to
the economic field, but extends also to all fields and
means anything to the social, economic and political
benefit of all Central Americans.

405. In the context of the Latin American region,
Guatemala has always promoted solidarity, has ad
vocated the solution of differences between the nations
of our continent by means of procedures for peaceful
settlement, and has always been in the vanguard of the
demands made in the various international forums that
Latin America should be accorded the importance it
deserves and be allowed to participate in the taking of
decisions affecting it.

406. We Guatemalans are and feel ourselves to be
Latin Americans; we believe in Latin America as a
community, in its historical destiny, and in the role it
must play in the world.

407. In the field of world politics, Guatemala is creat
ing relations of all kinds with Western nations and its
conduct conforms to standards of serious and scrupUl
ous international ethics.

408. Fully aware of the reality of an international
community composed of increasingly interdependent
States, it has entered into trading relations with other
countries-relations which, by a natural and logical
process, will be deepened and extended in the future.

409. The world economic situation continues to be

clouded by the persistent inflation which has given rise
to serious consequences for the developing countries,
which cause their exports to fall-both the quantity of
products and the prices which they command-and the
cost of their imports to rise. These unfavourable terms
of trade imply reductions in the potential gross national
product, while economic growth does not correspond
to the people's efforts and sacrifices. Under those con
ditions, the development process is undergoing unjust
and undeserved setbacks, which dangerously aggra
vate all problems.

410. This economic situation must not become
chronic because its consequences are felt in very sensi
tive areas of the human community, such as standards
of living, levels of education, trade flow and social
peace.

411. The first session of UNCTAD set the target of
making development viable through the establishment
of equitable trading standards and practices, which
would permit countries to obtain terms of trade that
would reward both human efforts and the product of
their natural resources. Neither the labour nor the raw
materials of the developing countries have succeeded in
obtaining remunerative prices for their products on the
international markets, prices which would have enab
led them to finance the large investments which their
economic and social progress demand.

412. Moreover, the industrialized countries have ap
plied a policy of protectionism which sets up a barrier to
the developing nations' exports of basic products. It is
also clear that the developed countries' tariff rates act
in practice as a tax on imported goods.

413. Guatemala believes that economic co-operation
among the developing countries will be beneficial to the
international economy in that it will provide other out
lets for the exports ofnations which are at an early stage
of industrialization and will strengthen the negotiating
capacity of the developing countries.

414. At the level of the region, economic co-operation
among the five States members of the Central American
Common Market has been conducted, despite the in
evitable problems, in accordance with principles which
are favourable to the promotion of trade among de
veloping nations.

415. It is evident that some rational readjustments and
reorganization are necessary throughout the economic
sector and that these cannot come about without an
agreement, given the complication of the existence of
different economic systems at one and the same time.

416. Economic recovery and stability must be the aim
of concerted action by States, which must constantly
take decisions to deal with the problem.

417. We developing countries have demonstrated a
spirit of conciliation in all matters relating to the inter
national economy and to international trade. That is
why we who are fighting for fundamental values such as
the protection ofour peoples from the scourge ofunder
development must not engage in divisive and fruitless
struggles which, instead of bringing constructive
agreement, provoke futile confrontations.

418. Guatemala also wishes to express, in this inter-
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n.ati~nal foru~, its concern at the constant and exces
~lve Increases In the price of oil, which have a negative
Impact. on the economies of the under-developed
countnes.

419,. It .is impe~ative that machinery be established
which will perml~ the financing of the offsetting, by
mea~s of.concessIOns , of any new mcrease in the price
of 011 which would negatively affect the economies of
the developing nations.

420. The preparation of the new international de
velopment strategy constitutes the third stage in the
great effort undertaken at the world level to meet the
chaJlenge of under-development.

421. My delegation wishes, first, to emphasize the
~ont~x.t in which development problems are posed. We
live m a world characterized by growing interdepen
dence but also by profound disparities and imbalances.
While in certain societies an abundance, even an ex
travagance, of material goods prevails, others live in
want and even in the depths of poverty.

422. Guatemala considers that each country must, on
the one hand, face up to the problems which it must
solve itself, mobilizing its own creative possibilities;
and, on the other hand, collaborate in the solution of
problems which require co-operation at the regional or
world level and which demand large-scale, dynamic
international action in order to find solutions which
correspond to the present needs of mankind and to the.
aspirations of peoples.

423. Among the challenges posed at the world level, 1
might mention those of peace, the protection of human
rights, and the establishment of more equitable trade
relations between industrialized and developing
countries.

424. But these challenges are linked to the more gen
eral problem of the elimination ofall sources of tension,
beginning with those related to the growing poverty ofa
large portion of mankind. Hunger, disease and ignor
ance are plagues whose eradication is necessary and
possible: necessary, because world stability depends
on it; and possible, because the means of attaining it
exist.

425. Perhaps there is not yet a world vision that tran
scends present self-interest, as political will is lacking
among the most advantaged. For their part, the latter
must face up to the increasingly serious problems for
the solution of which innovative ideas must be found.

426. The new course is that of solidarity, but a
genuine solidarity undertaken fully and consciously, in
a world that lives in real peace.

427. Guatemala believes that the international com
munity must understand that the path of development
need not always be the same, and that the idea of
reducin~it to the mere increase of the means of material
productIOn should be discarded.

428. It is certainly true that, to improve the living
conditiolls of many of the peoples of the world which
Lack even the basic minimum requirements, it is essen
tial that social prosperity be increased, but the

challenges posed by hunger, malnutrition, ill-health and
illiteracy are not of a technical nature since they stem
from poverty, which in tum stems from a society's
inability for various reasons to use the knowledge and
the techniques that are essential to enable it to dominate
nature sufficiently and to organize rationally all aspects
of its life.

429. In other words, one of the factors essential to
development that has not always been taken into ac
count is the capacity of a people to mobilize all its
energies with a view to attaining ends related to what it
believes should be its present and its future.

430. Taking this and all the other related factors into
account amounts to viewing development as a process
that brings together, indivisably, all expressions of so
cial creativity and implies the active participation ofall
sectors of the population to attain the full development
of the human being, with all his material, intellectual,
moraJ and spiritual aspirations.

431. In these conditions, the various sectors of the
economy should complement each other hannoniously
and in solidarity, because their growth is linked to the
simultaneous promotion of culture, education, science
and technology, through which peoples affirm their
identity and their cohesion, explore their future plans in
solidarity and impose on economic growth its essential
purposes.

432. Development of this nature requires a global so
cial plan that is rooted in a country's historic heritage
and can consequently command a general consensus
with regard to its objectives. In this context culture
takes on a vital function in that it concentrates the
values that perpetuate a country's genius. Only culture
permits a country to form a vision of its identity and of
Its destiny, thanks to which the cohesion of its activities
is attained in respect of development. Only culture
dictates the ethical goals with which each of its inhabit
ants can identify and through which each can fully
commit himself to collective objectives.

433. In short, by combining all the spiritual and mate
rial dimensions of social activity the people will be able
to affirm their identity, to resolve their subsistence
problems, to live in dignity and to make their choices
for the future.

434. These considerations constitute the position of
the Guatemalan Government on the manner in which
the international community must approach the Third
United Nations Development Decade. My country be
lieves it necessary for this new Decade to make a spe
cial contribution to the endeavour to establish a new
just and fraternal international order. The effective
realization of this aspiration depends on each of our
countries.

435. The General Assembly has proclaimed this year
the International Year of the Child. Guatemala has
whole-heartedly supported this because it is aware that
children are the collective responsibility of the commu
nity and that measures to benefit children should be
adopted as part of the collective effort.

436. The Government of Guatemala is implementing
programmes to benefit children, especially the most
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vulnerable among them, with the aim of surrounding
them with care, guiding them and improving their living
conditions. To that end, its Secretariat of Social
Welfare, under the direction of the Presidency of the
Republic, has approached the problem with the
phllosophy that children are the future of the country
and that the efforts and sacrifices of this generation are
being made so that the country can develop in all sec
tors and so that in their adult life children can benefit
from a country that is fully developed in all spheres.

437. The Government of the Republic has also es
tablished a National Commission for the International
Year of the Child to implement all the measures that the
international community prescribes, for the benefit of
children.

438. My delegation is prepared to support those res
olutions that are designed to protect the children of the
world at the international level.

439. Our Government also attaches fundamental im
portance to youth as a vital creative force that can give
Impetus to the progress of the nation. The participation
of young people in all areas of national life is welcomed,
and particular attention is given to their demands and
problems as well as to their full development and train
109, so as to produce free citizens profoundly aware of
their obligatIOns and duties to society and to their
country, and fully responsible in the exercise of their
fundamental freedoms.

440. Guatemala whole-heartedly supports in this As
sembly the proclamation ofan international youth year,
convinced that it would provide an ideal opportunity for
the community of nations to examine the problems of
youth and to try to find more adequate solutions that
would channel the vigour, the enthusiasm and the
sincere and pure drive of youth into the task of building
a better, more humane and more balanced world on firm
foundations of social justice.

441. I now wish to refer to the most serious interna
tional problem confronting my country. This concerns
the Guatemalan tenitory of Belize, which has been
usurped and occupied by Great Britain.

442. In previous sessions of the General Assembly,
the histoncal background to our claim has been stated,
as have the indisputable geographical, legal, political
and moral arguments justifying Guatemala's rights over
this part of its territory.

443. It is clear that the occupation by Great Britain of
the territory of Belize constitutes a serious obstacle to
the economic and social development of the peoples of
Guatemala and Belize and to the progress ofthe.Central
American region.

444. For these reasons, Guatemala, which has always
shown its solidarity with all the nations of Latin
America, has appealed for the continent's solidarity
and support in its just claim, which it has maintained
constantly for more than 150 years, that Britain should
return the tenitory of Belize, which is part ofGuatema
Ian territory.

445. It would be paradoxical, and would totally un
dermine Latin American solidarity, if some nations of
our America were to support the removal from a

country of a substantial part of its territory by an im~

perialist and colonialist Power which wishes to appear
to champion the principle of the right of peoples to
self-determination-a noble principle which England
has never respected and, in fact, has invariably
violated.

446. My delegation wishes to reiterate solemnly and
categorically the willingness of the Government of
Guatemala to negotiate with the Government of Great
Britain a just solution to the century-old controversy
concerning the territory ofBelize, a solution that would
reconcile the legitimate rights of Guatemala with the
vital interests of the people of Belize,

447. Guatemala, which believes in and respects the
lofty valu~s of mankind, considers that the United Na
tions can and must endeavour to ensure universal re
spect for the ideals which inspired its creation, such as
ensuring peace in the world and accelerating the de~
velopment of all peoples.

448. The people and Government of Guatemala are
willing to make the neces sary efforts for the attainment
of these noble goals.

449. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Span
ish): Several speakers have asked to be allowed to
exercise their right of reply. I wish to recall that the
General Assembly, at its 4th plenary meeting, decided
that statements made in exercise of the right of reply
should be limited to to minutes and that representatives
should make such statements from their seats. So that
we may follow an orderly procedure, I propose to apply
that rule strictly.

450. Mr. DERESSA (Ethiopia): Even the most well
known musical record when played on a broken
phonograph is inevitably so distorted accoustically as
to lose its genuine tone. Played on the same broken
phonograph a record ofan already discordant tune oran
unrepentant soliloquy could scarcely sound any better.
It was to precisely such a musical interlude that this
Assembly this afternoon was treated by the Foreign
Minister of Somalia.

451. It is therefore with reluctance that I have asked
to exercise the right of reply of the Ethiopian delega
tion. The issues involved and the principles at stake in
the conflict in the Hom of Africa have been clearly
defined by the OAU and are indeed well known to all of
us here. The Somali delegation, however, has as usual
tried to misrepresent and pervert the issues involved,
for the sole purpose of promoting its discredited and
adventuristic policy of territorial aggrandizement at the
expense of its neighbours.

452. The crux of the problem in the Horn of Africa is
that the ruling clan in Mogadiscio, obsessed by the
insane idea of "Greater Somalia", is claiming a sub
stantial portion, not only of Ethiopia and Kenya, but
also the whole of Djibouti.

453. Aware of its own limitations and the difficulties
involved in promoting simultaneously its territorial
claims on all fronts, the ruling clan in Mogadiscio has
chosen the Ethiopian territory of the Ogaden as its first
target for territorial expansion. But all in vain.

454. Equally aware that outright territorial claims and
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overt expansionism cannot possibly gain the supp~rt?f
enlightened and progressive humanity, the !"10gadlsclo
regime has been attempting to pervert to Its,ow,n ad
vantage the sacred principle of the self-dete,~ma~lOn of
peoples. The whole world is now fully fa~lllhar With t,he
a~ile opportunism of this discredited r:egl'!'e. The pnn
clple of a people's right to self-detern~matlO.n h~s ne~er
been and cannot be twisted to prOVide a Justification
and to serve as an instrument for the furtherance of a
lunatic obsession of territorial expansion at the expense
of others.

455. The Ethiopian people have, throughout, their
long history, rebuffed successive waves of colomal ag
gressions and, only very recently, they hav~ repulsed
Somalia's expansionist adventures. By rallymg to t~e
assistance of Ethiopia's unity and the respect f,?r Its
established and internationally-recognized national
boundaries all of progressive humanity has likewise
rejected M~gadi~cio's expansionist a,!,b~tions and its
subversion of unIversally-accepted pnnclples.

456. Whatever the rulers of Mogadiscio might say or
might want us to believe, the support and assitance we
receive, not only from socialist countries but also from
the African continent, are in defence ofthe fundamental
principles and basic objectives of the United Nations
and the DAU, namely, the principles of respect for
sovereignty, territorial integrity and non-interference
in internal affairs. It is also in full conformity with the
principles of the non-aligned movement.

457. Since its ignominous defeat, the Somali regime
has also been talking about refugees from Ethiopia.
Last year, during the general debate, my Foreign Minis
ter had this to say on the subject of so-called refugees:

". , . the authorities in Somalia, who are never
tired of engaging in double-talk and whose notorious
credibility gap only increases with each passing day,
in February 1978 informed the world that they were
sheltering 30,000 so-called refugees from Ethiopia.

"Then the figure was raised to 270,000, and now
we are told that they are half a million. At this rate,
one should not be surprised if in time the entire popu
lation of Somalia is considered to be refugees from
Ethiopia. The fact of the matter is that because of the
disastrous consequences of the aggression it commit
ted against Ethiopia, Somalia has been forced to
establish a series of relief camps for the benefit of its
own retreating soldiers and needy nationals, and has
with characteristic cynicism declared its own citizens
refugees from Ethiopia. "23

458. How prophetic these words were has just been
proved by the statement made by the Foreign Minister
of Somalia, who boldly declared that the number of
refugees in Somalia "is increasing daily in alarming
proportions" [see above, para. /69]. "Alarming" in
deed, but these are proportions that exist only in the
imagination of the Mogadiscio clique. I might add that
the Foreign Minister of Somalia is a bit out of date,
because his Minister of Information has claimed I mil
lion refugees, a~d this only a few days ago. For the
record, I offer thiS corrected figure if he is interested in
increasing the number of refugees "in alarming propor-

2J See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-third Ses
sion, Plenary Meetings, 31st meeting, para. 162.

tions", as he put it. Perhaps this is meant to prepare us
for future claims of some 3 million refugees, a number
that represents the entire actual estimated population of
Somalia.

459. Of course, by now we are all aware that this
strategem is aimed not only at acquiring material and
financial assistance for Somalia's needy citizens from
Governments and international organizations, but also
at using this artificial issue to continue Somalia's med
dling in Ethiopia's internal affairs.

460. Finally, I should like to say that the statement of
the Somali Foreign Minister has clearly shown that the
regime in Mogadiscio continues to harbour tenitorial
claims against Ethiopia, and that it is actively preparing
itself for yet another armed aggression against the ter
ritorial integrity of its neighbours and for gross interfer
ence in their internal affairs.

46l. Ethiopia, however, strongly desires to live in
peace, harmony and mutually beneficial co-operation
with all its neighbours, including Somalia. But if the
Mogadiscio regime persists in its expansionist dreams,
then the gallant people of Ethiopia with be compelled
once again to mete out to the rulers of Somalia the
ignominious fate reserved for all expansionists.

462. Mr. OSMAN (Somalia): In exercise of the right
of reply to the statement we have just heard from the
representative of Ethiopia, I would make the following
comments and observations.

463. My delegation would like at the outset to reject
categorically the malicious allegations made against its
country by the representative of the bloodthirsty re
gime ofAddis Ababa. We were not in the least surprised
to hear such allegations from the representative of a
regime that has lately been engaged in an unsuccessful
and desperate campaign to divert international public
opinion from the painful realities of the tragic situation
in Ethiopia, a situation characterized by terror, oppres
sion, inhuman brutalities and injustices ofall sorts. The
outburst of the representative of the bloodthirsty re
gime of Addis Ababa should therefore be viewed in this
light.

464. Having said that, let me now briefly make some
specific comments. Following this bloodthirsty re
gIme's oft-repeated allegation against Somalia, the
Ethiopian representative has once again accused my
country of expansionism, aggression and violation of
what he terms established international legal principles.
This is totally false, irrelevant, and most unacceptable.

465. As my Minister has made clear at previous meet
ings of this Assembly, and as we have made clear in
many international forums, the fundamental issue at
stake in the Horn of Africa, in Western Somalia, in
Abba and also in Eritrea, is the granting to the peoples
of this territory their right to self-determination, a
principle established in international law and given
practical expression in the United Nations Charter and
Charter of the OAU. It has always been the stated
policy of the Somali Democratic Republic not to seek
territorial aggrandizement, as the Ethiopian represen
tative would have us all believe, but to champion the
Legitimate cause of the peoples under Abyssinian colo
nial domination and lend them full support in their
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justified demands for self-determination and decolo
nization.

466. Somalia, indeed, has consistently made it quite
clear that it has no expansionist designs or annexa
tionist ambitions against the territory of others. Just as
we have supported and continue to support the cause of
all peoples languishing under colonial rule, we have
likewise given and continue to give our backing to the
people of Western Somalia, of Abbo and of Eritrea, in
their le~itimate struggle for liberation. These people are
strugglIng against colonialism; they are struggling to
attain justice and self-determination; and they are
struggling against the forces of oppression and hege
monism; and it is our moral, legal and political duty to
give them the fullest support.

467. The representative of the bloodthirsty regime in
Addis Ababa has made allegations against my country
concerning aggression. This again is totally false and
untrue. The conflict in the Horn of Africa-as I have
already pointed out and as is reflected in the realities of
the situation-has been and remains a conflict between
peoples struggling for justice and self-determination
against the forces of colonialism, oppression and
hegemonism that want to maintain the status quo. The
international community is fully aware of the heroic
struggle being waged by the valiant people of Western
Somalia, Abbo and Eritrea, and oftheglorious victories
they have scored for the realization of their fundamen
tal rights to self-determination and decolonization. It
was only with the massive military support of a super
Power and its surrogates that it was possible for the
bloodthirsty regime in Addis Ababa to set the clock
back temporarily and retard the process of decoloniza
tion. But the struggle and the war go on, and in the long
run victory will be on the side of those who are strug
gling and fighting for justice.

468. Ironically, in the past Ethiopia has relied on
foreign support in the realization of its expansionist
policies and territorial aggrandizement. At crucial
stages in the historical development of the Horn of
Africa, Ethiopia-then known as Abyssinia-secretly
resorted to outside military help to suppress the legiti
mate aspirations of peoples. As early as the sixteenth
century Abyssinia sought and acquired assistance from
Portuguese troops led by explorers such as Vasco da
Gama. Later Menelik, the notorious empire-builder,
realized his territorial ambitions and desire for ag
grandizement by occupying the country, after securing
military support and assistance from a foreign Euro
pean colonial Power. Ethiopian history after the 1885
Berlin Conference was dominated by active military
complicity-both political and military-with Euro
pean colonial Powers. Logically, a small country like
Abyssinia could not have extended its frontiers at the
expense of its neighbours.

469. Could we not therefore term, describe and brand
Ethiopia as a aggrandizer of its territory-an ex
pansionist, for that matter? History testifies to that fact,
and what I have read to this Assembly are really facts of
history.

470. Finally, I should like to touch on the question of
refugees. The representative of the bloodthirsty Addis
Ababa regime has made a futile attempt to discredit
Somalia by saying that the figure of 500,000 refugees is
not correct. He quoted his Minister's statement last

year, in which refugees were described as "retreating
soldiers". But the statistical figures in the report sub
mitted by the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees [A/34//2, paras. I05-I06]-who, incidentally,
has a mission in Somalia-to the last session of the
Economic and Social Council at Geneva agree with
Somalia's assessment. It has been officially acknow
ledged and affirmed by the High Commissioner that
refugees in the camps exceed 300,000, that the figure
has been rising in alarming proportions and that those
outside the camps number more than 200,000. The
figure has been increasing at an alarming rate; it is now
above 500,000.

471. [n fact, my Minister did not specify a limit of
500,000 but said that the figure exceeded 500,000. That
is a correct figure; it is endorsed, supported, acknow
ledged and reaffirmed by the report of the United Na
tions High Commissioner for Refugees.

472. By way ofconcluding my statement, I should like
to point out that-

473. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Span
ish): I regret that I must intel111pt the representative of
Somalia. He has already spoken for 10 minutes and I
would therefore ask him to be good enough to conclude
his statement.

474. Mr. OSMAN (Somalia): The refugees are fleeing
from Ethiopia en masse. There are thousands ofthem in
Sudan and thousands more in Djibouti, and many of
them have fled from the reign ofterror and oppression
to Europe. Is Somalia responsible for that-

475. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Span
ish): I call on the representative of Ethiopia on a point of
order.

476. Mr. DERESSA (Ethiopia): Mr. President, de
spite your indication that the representative ofSomalia
has spoken for much too long, he has continued in
typical fashion to slander Ethiopia. I hope you will
immediately stop him from continuing on that course.

477. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Span
ish): I call on the representative ofSomalia on a point of
order.

478. Mr. OSMAN (Somalia): Mr. President, you have
given me the right to conclude my statement. I shall
take only a minute more, if I may be allowed to
continue.

479. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Span
ish): The representative of Somalia has half a minute to
conclude his statement.

480. Mr. OSMAN (Somalia): I wanted to say that
many people are disappearing these days as a result of
the reign of terror and oppression inflicted upon the
people of Ethiopia by the bloodthirsty Addis Ababa
regime. They are fleeing by the thousands from the very
tragic situation that exists there to Sudan, to my
country and to Djibouti, and many of them are fleeing to
Europe. That is the result of the reign of terror and
oppression of that particular regime and its violation of
their human rights.



410 General Assembly-Thirty-fourth Session-Plenary Meetings

481. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Span
ish): I calIon the representative of Pakistan in exercise
of the right of reply.

482. Mr. NAIK (Pakistan): In his statement to the
General Assembly this moming [18th meeting], the
Minister ofExternal Affairs ofIndia made certain refer
ences to Jammu and Kashmir which obliged the
Pakistan delegation to ask to be allowed to speak. It is
not our intention to open a debate in the Assembly on
this question. The dispute over the destiny of Jammu
and Kashmir remains on the agenda of the United Na
tions Security Council.

483. Having regard to the history of that international
dispute, no party can claim Jammu and Kashmir as an
inte~ral part of its national territory. The relevant res
olutions of 1948, arrived at under the auspices of the
United Nations Security Council and accepted by both
India and Pakistan,24 provide that the accession of
Jammu and Kashmir to India or Pakistan will be de
termined through a free and impartial plebiscite under
United Nations auspices. Those resolutions cannot
cease to be relevant either by the lapse of time or the
unilateral action of any party.

484. The Simla Agreement25 provides for the final
settlement of Jammu and Kashmir. Under that
Agreement, almost all outstanding disputes and differ
ences between the two countries have been resolved
through friendly negotiations, and it is our hope that a
just and honourable solution of the Jammu and Kashmir
dispute will also be worked out in the same spirit. That
will lead to the further expansion of mutually beneficial
co-operation and friendship between Pakistan and
India.

485. Pakistan sincerely looks forward to an era of
peace, stability and progress in South Asia.

486. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish):
I caH on the representative of India in exercise of the
right of reply.

487. Mr. MISHRA (India): It was on I October that
the Foreign Affairs Adviser to the President ofPakistan
referred to the State ofJammu and Kashmir, an integral
part of India, and this obliged the Minister for Foreign

24 Security Council resolutions 38 (1948), 39 (1948), 47 (1948) and 51
(1948).

25 Agreement on Bilateral Relations between the Government of
India and the Government of Pakistan, signed at Simlaon 2July 1972.

Affairs of India to state India's point of view this morn
ing when he addressed the Assembly.

488. We fail to understand why Pakistan should find it
necessary to object to anything that was said by the
Minister for Foreign Affairs of India in his statement to
the General Assembly. Is there objection to the pri
macy of bilateralism in the settlement of problems be
tween nations? Is bilateralism contrary to the United
Nations Charter? Is it contrary to the letter and spirit of
the Simla Agreement? Certainly not.

489. Indo-Pakistan relations have not only been
normalized in the last few years; we can in fact take
pride in the very real improvement in the climate of Our
relationship. Both the Foreign Affairs Adviser to the
President of Pakistan and the Minister for Foreign Af
fairs of India-and, indeed, the representative of
Pakistan just now-referred to this very important fact
in their statements to this Assembly. There has been the
resolution of long-standing problems; there has been
the restoration of manifold links which are mutually
beneficial politically and economically and also cultur
ally rewarding. And all this has happened through the
operation of bilateralism. This is the practical experi
ence of both of our countries and provides positive
proof of the efficacy of the bilateral process.

490. Now, in regard to Jammu and Kashmir, the
Simla Agreement records the decision of India and
Pakistan-as was just recalled by my friend, the Am
bassador of Pakistan-to find a solution through bilat
eral negotiations. Therefore, the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of India informed the Assembly this morning as
foHows: "So the issue has to be bilaterally settled in
accordance with the Simla Agreement" [18th meeting,
para. 58]. What is there to object to in this assertion?

49 I. The representative of Pakistan has talked just
now of the relevancy of United Nations resolutions.
Well, that is his point of view, and he has every right to
stand by it. But why should he deny us the right to our
point ofview, which is one that is entirely in accordance
with the spirit of the Simla Agreement, solemnly signed
by the Governments ofIndia and Pakistan? Surely, it is
not his expectation that India will give up its firm belief
in the primacy of bilateralism merely because of his
assertions to the contrary in this Assembly; nor can he
be in any doubt that India will ever compromise its
territorial integrity by agreeing to his contention
implicit or explicit-that the State of Jammu and Kash
mir is not an integral part of the sovereign territory of
India.

The meeting rose at 8.25 p.m.




