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1. The items entitled "Urgent need for cessation of nuclear and thermonuclear
tests and conclusion of a treaty designed to achieve a comprehensive test ban:
report of the Conference of the Cormittee on Disarmement”’ and "Conclusion of a
treaty on the complete and general prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests” were
included in the provisicnal agenda as iteme 40 and 49 in accordance with General
Assembly resolutions 31/66 of 10 December and 31/89 of 1L December 1976,

2. At its S5th plenary meecting, on 23 September 1977, the General Assembly, on the
recormendation ¢f the General Committee, decided to include both items in its agenda
and to zllocate them to the First Committee.

3. At its Tth meeting, on 18 QOctober, the First Committee decided to hold &
combined general debate on the items allocated to 1t relating to disarmament,
namely, items 33, 34, 38 to 49 and 51 to 53. The general debate on these items ook
place at the Tth to 27th meetings, from 18 October to 7 November. 1/

4. In connexion with agenda item 40, the First Committee had before it the report
of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament. §/

1/ For an index to statements by delegations on disarmament items, sece document
A/32/383.

2/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement
No. 27 (A/32/27).
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5. In connexion with item 49, the First Committee had before it the following
documents :

(a) MNote verbale dated 17 February 1977 from the Permanent Mission of the
Unicn of Soviet Socialist Republics to the United Wations addressed to the
Secretary-General (A/32/59);

(b) Letter dated 3 June 1977 from the Permanent Representative of Nigeria to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General {A/32/113):

(¢) Letter dated 6 July 1977 from the Chargé d'Affaires a.i. of the
Permanent Mission of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to the United Nations addressed to
the Secretary-General (4/32/133):

(d) TLetter dated 23 September 1977 from the Termanent Representative of the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to the United Netions addressed to the Secretary-General

(&/32/235);
{e) Note by the Becretary-General dated 4 November 1977 (A/32/32h).

6. On 11 November, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Republic,
Hungary, Mongolia and Poland submitted a draft resolution {A/C.1/32/L.20) under
item 49, which was subsequently co-sponsored by the Byelorussisn Soviet Soeialist
Republic. It read as follows:

"The General Assembly,

"Convinced that the early cessation of nuclear-weapon tests, including
underground tests, everywhere and by everyone, would contribute to the
reducticn of the nuclear arms race and to the further relaxstion of
international tensions,

"Noting the need to complement the international sgreements concluded so
far in the area of reducing the nuclear arms race for a radical sclution aof
the problem of banning nuclear-weapon tests,

"Recalling the aim proclaimed in the Treaty Banning Nuclear-Weapcn Tests
in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under Water and the Treaty on the
Hon-Proliferation of Huclear Weapons to seek to achieve the discontinuance of
2ll test explosicns of nueclesr weapons for 211 time,

"Reaffirming its conviction of the need to exert new efforts to achieve
an international agreement on the cessation of all types of nuclear-weapon
tests,

ban of all nuclear-weapon tests for a definite period will facilitate the
achievement of sguch an agreement,



A/32/371
English
Page 3

"1. PReaffirms the need for an early conclusion of a treaty on the
complete and general prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests:

"2, Notes with satisfaction that the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, the United States of America and the United Kingdom of Great
Britszin and Northern Treland have begun negotiations on the complete and
general prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests, and expresses the hope that
these negotiations will lead in the near future to the conclusicn of a
relevant internaticnal agreement;

"3. Calls upon other nuclear-weapon States to join in the efforts aimed
at achieving the complete and general prohibiton of nuclear—weapon tests;

"L. Notes that non-nuclear States, within the framework of the
Conference of the Committee on Dissrmament and elsewhere, may make a
substantial contribution towards solving the problem of the complete and
general prohibiticn of nuclesr-weapon tests,

"S. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its thirty-third
session the item entitled 'Conelusion of a treaty on the complete and general
prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests'.”

T. On 11 November, Australia, Austrias,., Canada, Colombia, Ecuador, Ethiopia,
Ireland, Japan, Mexico, Nepal, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, the
Philippines, Sweden and Venezuels submitted a draft resoclution (a/Cc.1/32/L.23)
under item LO. It read as follows:

"The General Assembly,

"Reaffirming its conviction that the cessation of nuclear-weapcn testing
would be in the supreme interest of mankind, both as a major step towards
centrolling the development and proliferation of nuclear weapons and to
relieve the deep apprehension concerning the harmful consequences of radio-
active contamination for the health of present and future generations,

"Recalling the determination of the parties to the Treaty Banning
Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under Water, and
the Treaty on Non-Proliferation of Huclear Weapons expressed in those
Treaties to continue negotiations to achieve the discontinuance of all test
explosions of nuclear weapons for all time,

"Recalling its previocus resolutions on the subject,

"Taking note of that part of the report of the Conference of the
Committee on Disarmament relating to the guestion of a comprehensive test-ban
treaty,

"1. Reiterates its grave concern that in spite of the Assembly's
repeated resolutions related to nuclear-weapons testing in all environments,
adopted by very large majorities, such testing has continued unabated during
the past year;
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"2. TNotes with satisfaction that negotiations have begun among three
nuclear-weapon States with a view to the drafting of a comprehensive test-ban
agreement ;

"3. Declares that the coneclusion of such an agreement and its opening
for signature would be the best possible augury for the success of the
special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament:

"L, Urges the three nuclear-weapon States to expedite their
negotiations with a view to bringing them to a positive conclusion as scon as
possible, and to use their best endeavours to transmit the results for full
consideration by the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament no later than
the beginning of its spring session;

"5. Reguests the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament to take up
the question with the utmost urgency, with a view to the completion of a
draft treaty for consideration and action by the special session of the
General Assecmbly devoted to disarmament in 1978

"6. Once again proclaims as its objective the complete cessation of all
nuciear and thermonuclear tests in all environments;

"7T. Decides to include on the provisional agenda of its thirty-third
session an item relating to the implementation of this resolution.”

8. On 18 November, after consultations among the sponsors of the two draft
resolutions, both texts were withdrawn and replaced by a single draft resolution
(A/C.1/32/L.37) submitted under items 40 and 49 and sponsored by Australia,
Austria, Bulgaris, Canada, Colombia, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, Ethiopia, the German
Democratic Republic, Hungary, Ireland, Japan, Mexico, Mongolia, Nepal, the
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, the Philippines, Poland, Sweden and Venezuela.
The resolution was introduced by New Zealand at the Committee's 38th meeting on
the same date,.

9. At the 38th meeting, on 18 November, Nigeria orally proposed the following
amendments to draft resolution A/C.1/32/L.37:

{a) In operative paragraph 3, the words "such an agreement"” should be
replaced by the words "a comprehensive test-ban Treaty';

{b) In operative paragraph 4, the words "to use their best endeavours to'
should be deleted.

10. At its 4Oth meeting, on 21 November, the Committee proceeded to vote on draft
resolution A/C.1/32/L.37. The amendments by Nigeria were not pressed to a vote.
Draft resolution A/C.1/32/L.37 was adopted by a recorded vote of 89 to 1, with 1
abstention (see para. 11 below). The voting was as follows: 3/

3/ After the wvote, Ireland stated that it wished to record its wvote as being
in favour. Afghanistan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Cyprus, Kenya, Luxembourg, Malaysia,
Thailand, United Arab Emirates and Uruguay stated that they would have voted in
favour, had they beer present. Albania stated that it wished to record its vote
as being against.
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In favour: Algeria, Angols, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bangladesh,
Barbados, Belgium, Bhutan, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi,
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada,., Cape Verde,
Chad, Chile, Colombisa, Congo, Costa Riea, Cuba, Czechoslovalia,
Democcratic Yemen, Denmark, Fcuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji,
Finland, German Demcecratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic
of, Ghana, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia,; Iran,
Iraq, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, Libyzn Arab
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Maldives, Mali, Mexico, Mongolia,
Moroeceo, Mozambique, Nepal, Vetherlands, New Zealand, WUiger,
Nigeria, Norway, Cman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines,
Peland, Portugzl, Romaniz, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone,
Singapore, Spain, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic,
Trinidad and Tobage, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic
of Tanzania, United States of America, Upper Volta, Venezuels,
Tugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia

Against: Chins

Abstaining: France

RECOMMERNDATION OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE

11. The First Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolution:

Urgent need for cessation of nuclear and thermonuclear
tests and conclusion of a tresty designed to achieve a
comprehensive test ban

Conclusion of a treaty on the complete and general
prohibition of nueclear-weapon tests

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its conviction that the cessation of nuclear-weapon testing by
all States would be in the supreme interest of mankind, both as a major step
towards contreolling the development and proliferation of nuclear weapons and to
relieve the deep apprehension concerning the harmful consequences of radic-active
contamination for the health of present and future generations,

Recalling the determination of the parties to the Treaty Banning fuclear
Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under Vater 4/ and the Treaty

L4/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 480, No. 696L, p. 43,
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on Non-Proliferation of FNuclear Weapons 5/ expressed in those Treaties to continue
negotiations to achieve the discontinuance of all test explosions of nuclear
weapons for all time,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the subject,

Taking note of that part of the report of the Conference of the Committee on
Disarmament &6/ relating to the gquestion of a comprehensive test-ben treaty,

1. Reiterates its grave concern that in spite of the repeated resolutions
of the General Assembly related to nuclear-weapons testing in all environments,
adopted by very large majorities, such testing has continued unabated during the
past year;

2. Notes with satisfaction that negetiations have begun among three
nuclear-weapon States with a view to the drafting of an agreement on the subject
of this resolution;

3. Declares that the conclusion of such an agreement and its opening for
signature would be the best possible augury for the success of the special sessicn
of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, to be held in May/June 1978;

L, Urges the three nuclear-weapon States to expedite thelr negotiations
with 2 view to bringing them toc a positive conclusion as soon as possible and to
use their best endeavours to transmit the results for full consideraticn by the
Conference of the Committee on Disarmament by the beginning of its spring session;

5. Reguests the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament to take up the
agreed text resulting from the negotiations referred to in paragraph 4 above with
the utmost urgency, with a view to the submission of a draft treaty to the General
Assembly at its special session devoted to disarmeament;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its thirty-third session
an item relating to the implementation of the present resolution.

5/ Reseolution 2373 (XXIT}, annex.

6/ Official Records of the United Nations, Thirty-second Session, Supplement
No. 27 (A/32/27).




