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1. The item entitled "Economic and social consequences of the armaments race and

its extremely harmful effects on world peace and security: report of the Secretary-
General" was included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-second session in
accordance with General Assembly resclution 3462 (XXX) of 11 December 1975.

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 1977, the General Assembly, on
the recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item in its
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee.

3. At its Tth meeting, on 18 October, the First Committee decided to hold a
combined general debate on the items allocated tc it relating to disarmament,
namely items 33, 3%, 38 to 49 and 51 to 53. The general debate on these items
took place at the Tth to 2Tth meetings, from 18 Octcber to T Noverber. 1/

L, The First Committee had before it, in connexion with agenda item 33, the
following documents:

(a) Report of the Secretary-General prepared with the assistance of qualified
consultant experts appointed by him in accordance with General Assembly resoluticn
3462 (XxX) (A/32/88 and Corr.l):

(b) Replies of Governments, intergovernmental organizations and cther
international bodies in response to resclution 3462 (XXX) (A/32/88/4d3.1).

1/ For an index to statements by delegations on disarmament items, see
A/32/383.
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5. On 7 November, Colombia, India, Liberia, Mexico, Nigeria, Peru, Romania,
“wanda, Senepal, Venezuela and Yugoslavis submitted a draft resclution
(A/C.1/32/L.12), which was subsequently alsc sponsored by Benin, the Ivory Coast,
Jamaica, Jordan, Madagsscar, the Sudan, Sweden, the United Republic of Camercon
and Zaire. The draft resclution was introduced by the representative of Remania
at the 29th meeting, on 10 Novemnber.

€. On 11 November, the Secretary-Genersl submitted a statement (A4/C.1/32/L.19)
on the administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution.

7. At its 30th meeting, on 11 November, the Committee adopted by consensus draft
resolution A/C.1/32/L.12 {see para. 8 below).
RECOMMENDATION CF THE FIRST COMMITTEE

g. The First Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resoluticn:

Fconomic and sccial ronseguences of the armaments
race and its extremely hermful effects cn world
peace and security

The General Aggembly,

Having considered the item entitled "Economic and social consequences of the
armaments race and its extremely harmful effects on world peace and security”,

Reecalling its resolutions 2667 (XXV) of T December 1970, 2831 (XXVI) of
16 December 1971, 3075 {XXVIII) of 6 December 1973 and 3k62 (XXX) of
11 December 1975,

Deenly concerned that, despite the repeated requests by the General Assembly
for the implementation of effective measures aimed at its cessation, the arms
race, particularly of nuclear armaments, has continued to increase at an alarming
speed, absorbing enormcus material and human rescurces from the economic and
social development of all countries and constituting e grave danger for werld
peace and security,

Considering that the ever-spiralling arms race is not compatible with the
efforts aimed at establishing a new international economic order, as defined
in the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New
International Economic Order, contained in General Assembly resolutions 3201 (8-VI)
and 3202 {S-VI) of 1 May 197k, in the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of
States, contained in Assembly resclution 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, and in
other resoluticns of the Assembly, and that these efforts imply more than ever
the resclute action of all States to achieve the cessation of the arms race and
the implementation of effective measures of disarmament, particularly in the
nuclear field,

Conseicus thet disarmament is a matter of grave concern to all States and
that consequently there is a vpressing need for all Governments and peoples to be
informed about and understand the situation prevailing in the field of the arms
race and disarmament, /
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Recalling that the Secretary-General was recuested by the General Assemtly,
in resolution 3462 (XXX), to bring up to date, with the assistance of qualified
consultant experts appointed by him, the 1971 revcrt entitled Econcmic and Social
Conseguences of the Arms Bace and of Military Expenditures, 2/ covering the basic
topics of that report and tsking into account any new developments which he would
consider necessary, and to transmit it to the Assembly in time to permit its
consideration at the thirty-second session,

1. Velcomes with satisfaction the up-dated report of the Secretary-General
on the economic and social consequences of the arms race and of militery
expenditures 3/ and expresses the hope that it will help o focus future disarmement
negotiations on nuclear disarmament and on the goal of general and complete
disarmament under effective internaticnal control;

2. Expresses its sppreciation to the Secretary-General and to the consultant
experts as well as to the CGovernments and internaticnal organizations that have
rendered assistance in the up-dating of the report;

3. Decides to submit the report to the special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament, which will be held in New York hetween 23 May znd
28 June 1978;

L. Recommends that the conclusions of the up-dated report on economic and
social consequences of the arms race and cof military expenditures should be taken
into account in future disarmament negotisticns;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to arrange for the reproduction of the
report as a United Nations publication and to give it the widest possible publicity
in as many languages as is considered desirable and practicable;

6. Recommends to all Governments the widest possible distribution of the
report, including its transiation intc the respective naticnal languages:

7. Invites the specialized sgencies as well as intergovernmental, national
end non-governmental orgenizations to use their facilities to make the report
widely known:

8. Reaffirms its decision to keep the item entitled "Economic and social
consequenbes of the armaments race and its extremely harmful effects on world
peace 2nd security’ under constant review and decides to include it in the
provisional agenda of its thirty-fifth session.

2/ A/8L69/Rev.1 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.72.1X.16).
3/ 4/32/88 and Corr.1,



