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STRENGTHENING OF THE ROLE OF TI{E UNITED NATIONS IN
THE FIELD OI' DI SARMAMEIfT

?RCGNAMME BUDGET FOR TI]N B]ENNIUM 1976-T977

Administrative ald financial implications of the clraft resolution
recomrended by the !'irst Connrittee (4/31/387" para. 8)

Report of the Fifth Cornnittee

Rapporteur: l4r. E. Brian NASON (Ireland)

1. At its 47th meeting, on 13 Decerabe:r f976, the Fifth Connittee, pursuant to
rule 153 of the rul-es of procedure of the General Assembty, considered a statement
by the Secretary-General (l/C.513116.51 on the administrative and financial
implications of the drafb resolution reconmended by the First Conmittee (A/3]-/3BT 

"para. B).

2. Under the terms of that draft resolution" the General Assenbly, having
considered the report of the Ad Hoc Connnitt3e on the Review of the Role of the
United. Nations in the Field of Disarma:nent, I r.rouJ-d endorse a set of agreed.
proposals, made by the Ad. Hoc Counittee as a step towards the strengtbening of the
role of the United Nations in the fi.el-d of disarnanent, with regard to the
f^r r ^,. i --rurfv'ru6 ouw,jquLD.

(a) Improved methods of work of the First Conrdttee in disarma:uent uatters I

(b) Relationship betlreen the Generaf Assenbly and other United Nations bodies
in the fi.e1d of d.i s arm$aent 1

(c) Roi-e of the United. Nations Dis arnament Conmission;
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(d) Role of the United llations in providing assistance on request inmultilateral and regionaf disarmament negotiations ;

- .(e) Relaticnship between the General AsserLrbr-y and the conference of theCon'nittee on Dis arnarnent r

(f) Increased. use of in-depth studies of the arrns race. d.i s aruanent and
re-La,ted natters ;

(g) Tmprovement of existing united liations facilities for collection,
conpil-ation and dissemination of information on disarmament issues, in order tokeep all Governments, as well as world public opinion, properly iniormed onprogress achieved in the field of disarmanent i

(h) Assistance by the Secretariat, on request " to States parties to
,ouftilateral, d i s arrna"nent agreenents in their duty to ensure the effective
functioning of such agreements, including appropriate reviews I

(i) Strengthening of the resources of the United t,lations Secretariat.

3" In par"qlraph 12 of his statement (A/C-5/3r/6j), the Secretary-ceneral estinated
the financial" implications of the draft resolution at $183,200, ccmprisiog
$55,OOO for the cost of prccessing one issue of the Disarma.Tent yearbook and
$128,200 for eight ad.ditional po"i" u= fotJ.ovs:

(a) United l{ations Disarrnament Yearbook:

I P-5, r c-5" 1 G-4l1;

(b) Conrnittee and. Conference Services Section:
1 P-\, 1 P-2, f G-)+ /!.;

(c) Transfornation of the Disarmarnent Affairs Division into the United
liations Centre for Disarmament:

lAS-C,rc_5.

l+. As regards the United iilations di s arnament periodical , the Secretary-Ceneral-
indicated that in document A/AC,1B1/4, alternative estimates of processing a
dis arnaneni periodical had been presented to the Ad Hoc Conmittee as wel] as a
proposal of three ne',r posts (f p-)+, I P--z/I and ll;,l+/T). It was also indicated
that the publication of a cii s arnament periorlical would be consid-ered by the
General Assembl-y at a fater date, as reconmended by the Ad Hoc Comdttee. Therefore
no additional reqrri::ements r,roulcl ar.ise in bliis reslrect u,i the present tine.

5, The Chal rman of the Advisory Committee on Adninistrative a.nd Budgetary
Questions, introducing the report of that Comnittee (A/31/8/Add. f l+ , paras. !
througtr 20), stated that the Advisory Committee u in examining the Secretary-
Genera]- rs request , hacl been rdndfrrl of the views expressed in the Ad Hoc Cormittee
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on the cDsts of the Conrr:rittee ls agreed proposals and also had taken into account
the increase in ma:rpover resources for the Dis arnament Affairs Division approved
by the Generaf Asselobly at its thirtieth session.

5. The Advisory Co,rurittee recommended that the provision for proeessing the
Yearbook, estirnated at :i55,000 in the Secretary-General I s statenent, be reduced
by $10,000 to $45,000, in th€ expectation that re€jufar staff t"anslators would be
used to the maximum ext ent possible"

7. As regards the strengthening of the Comrltittee and Conference Services Section,
the Advisory Cornrnittee " recalling that the General Assembly at its thirtieth session
had approved a strengtheninl of that section by four posts, stated that 1n its viev
the extra workload of the section, above the level foreseen at the thirtieth
session of the Assenbfy, did not warrant the addition of three posts' and
recommended that one new lost (p-L) te approved in this regard"

8" Regarding the transformation cf the Disarmal,rent Affairs Division into the
United i{ations Centre for Disarrna:nent, the Adv-isory Conrmittee nade several
observations in its report (A/31/8/Add.1l+ I paras. r4 to 17). rn particular,
shoul,d the Generaf Assembly approve the reconnendation that the Centre be head-ed
by an Assistant Secretary-General , the United Nations would have two officials of
that rank dealing with disarma',rent affairs, the other one being the Special
Represent€.tive of the Secretary-General to the Conference of the Connittee on
Disarnament. It therefore reconmend.ed that the j.ncr.rmbent of the post of Assi.stant
Se caetary*General serve both as head of the Centre and as the Special
Renresentative nl trre Secreta rv. -Gon era.I to f.h{. Conference of the Cofinittee on
Di s armainent .

9. The Advisory Conmittee, vith respect to the publication of a disarnament
periodical, also reeonmended that the possibi.Iity of having two issues a year be
studied instead of the three or four issues considered by the Secretary-General.

10" In sunmary, the reconmendations made by the Advisory Cornmittee would reduce
the net additional appropriations under section 2 C for the bieruirur 1976-]977
from :$f83,200 to :i1)+5,ooo, comprising. $1+5,000 for the Yearbook and $100'000 for
six additional posts (1 Assistant Secret ary-cener o t , rTEJ-iJ* ' 

p- G-5 ancl i G-)+)'
In addition to the above, requirements under section 2 A rrouJ-cl be reduced by
$lS,ooo due to econornies to be achieved in respect of salaries and conmon staff
.^ctc .f r:ha n.sr. nf r.ha Snacial Rc-,rFsFni.ar.iVe of lhe Secretary.General and one
General Service post.

11 . :losL of the delegations Lnat intervened on Lhis question i:Ldicated that they
supported the strengthening of the rofe of the United liiations in the field of
disarmament. In the viev of a number of them, this strengthening should be

acconpanied by a conconitarrt increas-' in resources, as had been proposed by the
Sec re1- ary--GeneTa-L in his sraLerent. OLher delegations, hovever, vh-iIe supporting
the strengthening of the role of the Unibed irlaticns in this field, were of the
opinion that such strengthening could be achieved with the more modest resources



A/3r/\26
- n,tl ish
|atre 4

pl'oposcd by the Advisory CoflJlritLce in its reporL. As regards the additional post
lor an Assjstant Sec retary-Cenera-L referred r,o by the Sec re b ary-General jn
paragraph 11 of his stater,rent, most delegations stated that, in thelr viev, the
establishment of this post - which .uras not cplosed by the Advisory Conmittee
shauld be approved." other delegations expressed the view that this post should be
established by reclassifyjnq Lo Lhc Assistant Secretary-General level- the D-2 post
existing in the staffing table of the Disarmament Affairs Division.

L2. Some delegations vciced support for the reconrnendations of the Advisory
CorrmiuLee, concained in the last sentence of para-raph 17 ol its reporL, Lhat the
incumbent of the post of Assistant Secretary-General serve both as the Head of the
Cpnl.re rn.l ac iha S-a.ir'l Ra-racar+'r'i\ra ^r 

+ha qp..rctarrt..Cen,=ral +.^ t.he Conference
of the Connrittee on .Disarmarrent, Other delegations, howewer, stated that in theiT
viev provision for the Secretary-General I s Special Representative to that
Conference should be maintained even if the post of Assistart Secretary-General for
the Centre for Dis armauent vere established"

13" The delegaticn of l{exico fornally lroposed that the Connittee tecontrend an
additj.onal post at the Assistant Se cretary*General 1eve1 , as indicated in
paragraph lf of the Secretary"-ceneral 's stat ement (A/c ,5/3r/65). The d.elegation of
jdew Zeafand fornalfy proposcd that the post of Assistant Secretary-Genera-l for the
Centre for Di sarmament, be establjshed by reclassifying Lo the Assistant Secretary-
GFnpr-al I p1'el Ll-c D-2 nnei arrrrantl " in +.hp ei.af'in txhl6 ^r 1-ha Disar-a.nentL qr r vrr urJ

Affairs Division.

D1]CISIOL\iS OF TI]jj }-IFTH COI.4I,,IITTNE

1\. The Ccmrrrittee decided, '^'ithout objection, to approve the recon',nend ati ons
contained in paragraphs 12 and 13 of the report of the Advisory Conndttee
(A/31/8/Add.1h).

b" Foflo!"iin: a request by ivlexico tha-c its proposal be given precedence over Lhat
of ller,i zealand, the Cormrittee, by !1 vctes to l, with 2p abstentions, decided to
accord priority lo Lhe proposal of .'iexico,

16. It then, by 60 vctes to \,, vith 27 abstentions ' adopted the lToposal by
i{exico that a new post of Assistant Secretary-Genetia} be established for the Head
of the Centre fo:" Disarmarnent,

I7" Thereafter, the Cornuittee, by 31 votes tc 28" vith 33 abstentions, reiected
the proposal, contained in the last sentence of paragraph 17 of the report of the
Advisory corruiittee (A/3l/B/Add.1\ ) , ttrat the incu.lbent of the po6t of Assistarit
Secretary-General serve both as Head of the Centre aJrd as the Speciaf Fepresentative
of the Secretary -0eneral to the Conference of the Corunittee on Disalmament '

18. Finally, the lifth Conmittee decid.ed, without objection, to inform the General
Assc-hl v Lh.l. q'rcrrrd it, q.nr..va {ihp ,l-rfl. rcsrlubion TecorunenLled by ihf- First
Ccrurittee (A/3L/387 

" para, B), an additional appropriation of $145,000 vould be
requi'eL Lnder section 2 C oll t.1e prorrari-e buJ gcr' for Lhe bienniun l.916-1977 '




