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Report of the Committee oz Confributions

I. MEMBERSHIP AND MEETINGS

1. The Committee on Contributions met at the
Headquarters of the United Nations from 22 to 27
August 1955. The following members were present:

Mr. Klas Book

Mr.S. M. Burke

Mr. René CHARRON

Mr. A. H. CroucH

Mr. Arthur S. LaLo

Mr. Stuart A. Rice

Mr. Josué Saenz

Mr.G. F. Saksin

II.

5. In resolution 876 B (IX) of 4 December 1954,
the General Assembly instructed the Committee in
1955 to review the scale of assessments and to submit
a report for the consideration of the General Assembly
at 1its tenth session. At the same meeting, the General
Assembly elaborated its directives to the Commitiee
in the following terms (resolution 876 A (IX)):

“l. Reaffirms the decision of the General Assem-
bly at its seventh session to defer further action on
the per capita ceiling until new Members are ad-
mitted or substantial improvement in the economic
capacity of existing Members permits the adjust-
ments to be gradually absorbed in the scale of
assessments;

“2. Reaffirms resolution 582 (VI) of 21 Decem-
ber 1951, by which the Committee on Contributions
was requested to give additional recognition to coun-
tries with low per capita income, and instructs the
Committee to continue to do so in the future;

TERMS OF

2. Mr. Jifi Nosek, whe is a member of the Com-
mittee, was unable to attend and designated Mr. Jaro-
slav Pscolka to represent him. The Committee accepted
the designation on the understanding that Mr. P3colka
would remain in consultation with Mr. Nosek.

3. Mr. O. Strauch, one of the members, informed
the Commiitee that he was prevented by urgent duties
at Rio de Janeiro from attending its meetings.

4, The Committee re-elected Mr. Lall as Chairman
and elected Mr. B6dk as Vice-Chairman. Miss Karen
Petersen acted as Secretary of the Committee.

REFERENCE

“3. Instructs the Committee on Contributions to
apply the decision referred to in paragraph 1 above
to future scales of assessments, so that the percent-
age contributions of those Members subject to the
per capita principle will be frozen against any in-
crease over the level approved for the 1955 budget
until they reach per capita parity with the highest
contributor and that downward adjustments will
occur when the conditions cited in resolution 665
(VII) of 5 December 1952 have been fulfilled or
changes in relative national incomes warrant lower
assessments.” :

6. The Committee therefore applied the above di-
rectives in conjunction with its terms of reference laid
down in resolution 14 A 3 (1) of 13 February 1946,
and with the directives contained in resolutions 238
A (I1II) of 18 November 1948, 582 (VI) of 2i
December 1951 and 665 (VII) of 5 December 1952.
These terms of reference and directives are set out
in the annex attached to the present report.

II. STATISTICAL INFORMATION

7. During the past year, several Governments have
been able to improve the quality and coverage of their
estirnates of national income and to publish revised
estimates hased on more adequate data. From the eco-
nomic surveys prepared by the regional economic com-
missions and from the reports of statistical experts
appointed under the Expanded Programme of Tech-
nical Assistance, valuable information has been ob-
tained enabiiug the Statistical Office of the United
Nations to improve its method of estimation for
countries for which recent official figures are not yet
available. In other cases, the publication of more de-
tailed basic economic and financial statistics has en-
abled the Statistical Office to revise its own estimates

for previous years. Nevertheless, it must be empha-
sized that some of the estimates had to be regarded
as tentative figures. In using the material provided by
the Secretariat, the Committee therefore took into
account the varying quality of the available statistics.

8. In accordance with a procedure established last
year, Member States were again informed of the
opening date of the session of the Committee on Con-
tributions and were requested to transmit any relevant
information, in addition to that already available,
which they would wish the Committee to consider in
arriving at its recommendations. A number of Mem-
bers furnished supplementary information in response
to this request. The additional information has been



taken fully into account in arriving at the assessments
now recommended.

9. In order to arrive at estimates of national in-
come in terms of the currency in which the United
Nations budget is expressed, viz.,, United States dol-

lars, the Committee used the method described in pre-

vious reports. In most cases official exchange rates were
used, but in a few cases where there have been recent

modifications in exchange rates or where multiple
exchange rates prevail, the method of conversion took
into account any recent changes in the levels of prices,
wages and other factors in the countries concerned.
The Committee noted that where multiple exchange
rate systems are in operation, the Statistical Office
consulted the Governments concerned as to the most
suitable rates to be used for converting the national
income into dollars.

IV. SCALE AND PERIOD OF ASSESSMENTS

10. Under the Committee’s terms of reference,
“the expenses of the United Nations shall be appor-
tioned broadly according to capacity to pay” on the
basis of national income estimates. Up till 1952, the
Committee used as a basis for its work national income
estimates for a single year—the latest year for which
statistics were available. At its 1952 session, with a
view to the transition to a more permanent scale, the
Committee decided that it would be more appropriate
to base its computations on averages of national in-
come estimates for a series of years rather than on
estimates for a single year, so as to reduce the effect
of short-run fluctuations in economic conditions and
variations in exchange rates. Accordingly, that year
it used as a basis averages of national income esti-
mates for two years. In 1953, the Committee decided
to base its calculations on an average of three years,
and this decision, which was widely welcomed in the
General Assembly, was applied again in 1954. For its
current review the Committee has once more used
averages of national income estimates for the three
latest years for which figures were available, in most
cases the years 1952, 1953 and 1954. In previous years
the Committee, in arriving at the individual assess-
ments, also took into account recent economic trends
in each country. As its present review indicated the
possibility of arriving at a scale for a period of ap-
plication of more than one year, the Committee gave
special attention to such trends.

11. In using national income estimates for measur-
ing the relative capacity to pay of Members, the Com-
mittee is required to take into account the following
main factors:

(a) Comparative income per head of population;

(b) Temporary dislocation of national economies
arising out of the Second World War; and

(¢) Ability of Members to secure foreign currency.

12. Comparative income per head of population.
In 1951, the General Assembly directed that particu-
lar attention should be given to countries with low
per capite income and this directive was reaffirmed at
the seventh and again at the ninth session of the
Assembly. In compliance with this directive, the Com-
mittee at its session in 1952 increased the maximum
allowance granted to low per capita income countries
from 40 per cent to 50 per cent. The increased allow-
ance was applied also in 1953 and 1954 and it was
decided to apply it again at the present session. The
method of computation, the details of which are set
out in the Committee’s report of 1952 provides in
short that all countries with a per capita income below
$1,000 per annum obtain a reduction of their basis of

1See Official Records cf the General Assembly, Seventh
Session, Supplement No. 10, A/2161, paras, 11 and 12,

assessment by amounts which for countries with the
very lowest incomes per inhabitant approach a maxi-
mum of 50 per cent. :

13. Temporary dislocation of national economies
arising out of the Second World War. The Committee
has in previous years given careful consideration to
this factor and reached the conclusion that to the ex-
tent to which it still persisted it was largely reflected
in the estimates of national income for the countries
in question. At its present session, the Committee
again considered the matter and decided that no allow-
ance was necessary for this factor beyond that which
is implicit in the national income figures.

14.  Ability of Members to secure foreign currency.
The Committee recognized that difficulty in securing
United States dollars, the main currency required for
the payment of contributions, still presented a prob-
lem for a number of Member States. Although, as
mentioned in previous reports, the Committee has not
found it practicable to make a systematic allowance
for this difficulty, it has again been taken into account
in arriving at certain individual assessments. In this
connexion, as an additional provision to meet the posi-
tion of countries experiencing difficulties in obtaining
dollars, the Committee noted the arrangements made
by the Secretary-General for payment of part of the
annual contributions in currencies other than United
States dollars. This arrangement has afforded sub-
stantial and increasing relief to many Member States.
In paragraph 27 of the present report, the Committee
recommends that these arrangements should be main-
tained and, if possible, extended.

15. Ceiling principles. The General Assembly in
1948 (resolution 238 A (III)) recognized that in
normal times no one Member State should contribute
more than one-third of the ordinary expenses of the
United Nations for any one year, and that the per
capite contribution of any Member should not exceed
the per capita contribution of the Member which bears
the highest assessment. While the Committee was di-
rected by the General Assembly in 1952 (resolution
665 (VII)) to give full effect to the former principle
from 1 January 1954, it was at the same time in-
structed to “defer further action on the per capita
ceiling principle until new Members are admitted or
substantial improvement in the economic capacity of
existing Members permits the adjustments to be gradu-
ally absorbed in the scale”. This directive was re-
affirmed at the ninth session of the Assembly with the
interpretation that the percentage contributions of the
Members subject to the per capita principle will be
frozen against any increase over the level approved
for the 1955 budget until they reach per capita parity
with the highest contributors. The countries subject
to the per capita ceiling principle are at present Can-




ada, New Zealand and Sweden. As the available eco-
nomic data did not warrant lower assessments for
these countries, no changes have been made in their
case. The Committee noted the possibility that the
admission of new Members during the period of
application of the scale might alter the existing re-
lationship between the per capita contribution of the
Member bearing the highest assessment and the per
capita contributions of the Member States subject to
the per capita ceiling directives. The Committee wishes
to call attention to the fact that the present directives
regarding the application of the per capita ceiling
principle might in that event have to be reconsidered.

16. As a result of its review, and of the considera-
tions given above, the Committee, with two members
dissenting in respect of the increases for the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, recommends the following changes

in assessments:
Percentage of total contributions

payable by Member States
Assessments Recorsmended
for 1955 assesaments Chengs

Afghanistan .....cvoeveeennns 0.08 0.05 —0.02
Argentina 1.32 128 —0.04
Brazil ...... 132 1.20 —0.12
Burma ..c.oiiiiiiiiiniiininee 0.13 0.11 —0.02
Chile ....viivviiinncincnneas 0.30 0.33 +0.03
Czechoslovakia ......cc0nee0n 064 092 —0.02
Denmark ...ccvvvieenennienns 0.74 0.72 —0.02
Ecuador ......vvniiinniinnane 0.04 0.05 +0.01
France ...cveeveveecnnrennns 5.90 6.23 +0.33
Greece +.vovvvnecnennrcsnnens 021 0.22 +0.01
India ..cooiivinivenrecnnnans 3.30 3.25 —0.05
IPaN ciiieievieennssncannans 0.25 0.30 +0.05
Irag vcoveeiienncnaciniinanns 011 0.13 40.02
MexiCo .eevveeriacrnnrancass 0.80 0.77 —0.03
Norway .cocvevncneccecnnens 0.50 0.54 +0.04
Pakistan ......coecveiiencans 0.67 0.60 —0.07
Pert ..cvviiiienninnennncnnns 0.18 0.i6 —0.02
Poland ....cooviivnnnnnnnanns 173 170 —0.03
Turkey coevevvecceecencnanes 0.65 0.69 +0.04
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist

Republic .....vcvvvnvucneas 2.00 2.02 +0.02
Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics ...vccvenienvnnee 15.08 15.28 4020
United Kingdom of Great Brit-

ain and Northern Ireland . 885 8.55 —0.30
Venezuela ......covveeevnnens 044 047 --0.03
Yuvgoslavia ...ccovvvieiinne. 0.44 0.40 —0.04

17. The Committee therefore recommends the fol-
lowing revised scale of assessments. For the reasons
set forth in paragraph 18 below, it further recommends
that this scale shall be applicable for the years 1956,
1957 and 1958:

UN1TED NATIONS SCALE OF ASSESSMENTS FOR
1956, 1957 axp 1958

Member State Per cent
Afghanistan ........cieiiieienienciecsnncannens 0.06
Argentind .....eciiiiiiiiiiniiiarsconstrnersenes 1.28
Australia 1.80
Belgium .. 1.38
Bolivia 0.05
Brazil ....iciveeiiiirttoertetcttoncartasansanes 120
Burma .....cceeeeeiieiiieatiriorerintcennsesans 011
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic .......... 0.53
LT 1T T T 3.63
Chile .iiiviiiiiiiieiierenesscenssncesassssacnns 0.33
ChiNa ..cvevvreceerencensecsscssascesnssnnoocns 5.62
Colombia ....vvievveirnrensnorsssescerccncnnces 041
Costa RIC2 .voiiviiniinincrenscnnncsosasenesanss 0.04
L0 Y 0.30
Czechoslovakia ........... serersitssenennna ceens 092

Member State Per cent
Denmrark .iveeviiiiiieeaonensosensenannne N 0.72
Dominican Republic ....ccvviiiiiiennvicnans eere 005
Ecuador ...ivieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisiinsiisnsanns 0.05
B Pl tiiietenteaiecencsannntnnsaasoseannrsnnas 040
El Salvador ..ccoeiiiiniininiinneeeecsnsennnneas 0.06
Ethiopia ..ocivieiiiiiiiiiiiiiinterscricesnssnnes 012
Brance ..iiviiiiiiitiiiiiitiiaitieninstatanannaans 6.23
Greece ...ccevevecans 022
Guatemala 0.07
2 £V 0.04
Honduras 0.04
Teeland (i ittt it et nee e 0.04
T T 3.25
Indonesia ... .viiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinaneanas 0.56
5 -3« L P 0.30
T 0.13
0 1 017
Lebanon ..cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienennnneenes 0.05
Liberia ..icveeiiniineneecoceseancssensennsnanes 0.04
Luxembourg ...ciiiiiiivicneneetinenesonsnnsans 0.06
MeXICO tivriiieareneenensassareasnscesscansanes 0.77
Netherlands 125
New Zealand 0.48
Nicaragua 0.04
NOIWAY «vitvieiertenarerecsroenneraasnensensens ¢.54
Pakistan .v.vvnviniirnneeniiienriaconsonecernnns 0.60
T 0.05
T 0.04
o« T 0.16
Philippines ...cvviieineieierenonroncecesnnsaren 045
0] - T« 1.70
Saudi Arabia 0.07
Sweden 159
12 2 0.08
Thailand 0.18
Turkey 0.69
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic ....0v0veenne. 202
Union of South Africa ....oviveieeenrerncannses 0.78
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics ............. 15.28
United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland .....cccvvvviiennnenenns 8.55

United States of America ....oevvevvnninnennn. 33.33
UL Uay vuiiiiienenenruenraeeaserosnsacsescnes 0.18
Venezuela .o..vviviiiieiiinnneiiieirenrnsececnns 047
Yemen .ouoivieiiaereneinnneesnceenncaneocennas 0.04
Yugoslavia «.ooviciniiiieiniiniireiietanenaenes 0.40

100.00

18. Each year the Committee has attempted to
arrive at a scale of assessments which could be recom-
mended for application for the normal period men-
tioned in rule 161 of the rules of procedure of the
General Assembly. In its report last year, the Com-
mittee mentioned that there still remained certain
inequities which could not be removed in one step. It
therefore felt compelled to recommend a scale for only
one year. However, this year the Committee considers
that the adjustments which it has made in accordance
with the directives of the General Assembly are suf-
ficiently complete to warrant the recommendation that
the scale now submitted should be applied for a period
of three years. The Committee is aware that over a
three-year period there may be substantial changes
in world economic conditions affecting the relative
capacity to pay of individual Members or groups of
Members. Furthermore, during this period new Mem-~
bers may be admitted which might necessitate the
revision of the scale. They note, however, that rule
161 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly
provides a mechanism by which the scale of assess-
ments could be reviewed at an earlier date to meet
such circumstances. Rule 161 provides in part as
follows:



“The scale of assessments, when ouice fixed by
the General Assembly, shall not be subject to a
general revision for at least three years, unless it
is clear that there have been substantial changes in

relative capacities to pay. The Committee shall also
advise the General Assembly on the assessments to
be fixed for new Members, on appeals by Members
for a change of assessments....”

V. OTHER MATTERS CONSIDERED BY THE COMMITTYEE

ASSESSMENT.OF NON-MEMBER STATES

19. As in previous years, the Committee has re-
viewed the rates at which a number of States which
are not Members of the United Nations but which
participate in certain of its activities should be called
upon to make contributions resulting from their obli-
gations. In arriving at percentage assessments for these
countries, the Committee has applied the sam=s prin-
ciples as for the establishment of the assessments of
Member States. For this purpose, in certain caes the
Committee has had to use very tentative estimates of
national income and per capita income. The approxi-
mate nature of the statistics has been taken into con-
sideration in arriving at the following percentage rates
at which the States listed below may be called upon
to contribute toward the exprases of the various
United Nations activities in which they participate :

For the years

1956/58
Counrtry Per cent
Albamia ..veviiiiriniiriiiiiictertentennnanas 0.04
N T 4 o - N 0.39
Bulgaria ..oiviiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiatitienieaas 0.15
Cambodia ....coiviiiiiiiiienenieierennnrennns 0.04
L L 0.12
Finland ....c.iiiiiiiieivinineaneieernencnncns 041
Germany, Federal Republic of ................ 461
Hungary «.oovvciiiiiiiiniinsiarecssanennsaess 0.5¢
Treland ...ooiciiiiniiiiiiii i iitereiaeneaes 021
THaly civiiiieiiiiitritiiceireceienerannencans 227
B 1 215
Jordan, Hashemite Kingdom of the ............ 0.04
Korea, Republic of .....covvvviiiieieninnnnnns 0.14
La05S ciieinieieeitintennceriocennennnaaasannen 0.4
Liechtenstein ....ccveveevenreeranerconennennen 0.04
MONACO +vvviiiinninetiitnnncniearcanaanarans 0.04
Nepal ciiiiiieiiiiiiinrrenneteeneenerannsenns 0.04
Portugal ....ocveviiiiiiieiineiiieneiiiiieanes 0.27
ROomamia ...covvciiiiiennnennrenensrencensans 0.55
San Marino .ooeevenieiiieveeneierenannnness 0.4
SPAIN oiiiriieetiiiiiereererrtinecnnsionnanns 125
Switzerland ....coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiieean. 126
Viet-Nam ...... e tetetreasetenrererrannnenns 017

These rates are subject to consultation with the re-
spective Governments.

20. The United Nations activities te the expenses
of which the various non-member States are under
obligation to contribute on the basis of the rates recom-
mended in paragraph 19 above are:

International Court of Justice:

Japan San Marino
Liechtenstein Switzerland

International control of narcotic drugs:

Albania Ireland

Austria Italy

Bulgaria Japan

Canrbodia Jordan, Hashemite Kingdom
Ceylon of the

Finland Laos

Germany, Federal Republic of Liechtenstein

Hungary Monaco

Portugal Spain
Romania Switzerland
San Marino Viet-Nam
Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East:?
Effective date
of membershin
Cambodia ....cvveeiieaciacennnans 20 August 1954
Ceylon ..eviccnveniecancnsnn veasans 10 December 1954
LT 0T . 24 June 1954
Korea, Republic of ......cccvvennn. 20 October 1954
L30S tevierienerencrvnsrnonnanennn 16 February 1955
Nepal .ivvviecvvicrriecntonennnnns 6 June 1955
Viet-Nam ...coivieeciannrinanesas 23 August 1954

Economic Commission for Europe:*
Italy .ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieen. .« 19 July 1954

As Laos became a member of the Economic Commis-
sion for Asia and the Far East on 16 February 1955,
the Committee recommends that it should contribute
0.04 per cent of the expenses of the Commission for
1955. In the case of Nepal, which became a member
of ECAFE on 6 June 1955, the Committee recom-
mends that it show.d contribute three-quarters of the
rate of 0.04 per cent of the expenses of ECAFE for
the same year.

2i. As Finland, Ireland and Portugal are also
mentioned in Economic and Social Council resolution
517 (XVII) as eligible for membership in the Eco-
nomic Commission for Europe, the Committee recom-
mends that if they become members before the next
review of the assessments, they should be called upon
to contribute an amount calculated, as from the quarter
in which membership becomes effective, on the basis
of the following rates applied to the expenses of ECE

for the year in question:
For 1955 For 1956-1958

Finland .....c.ccieiiiiiiiiiiiannnen. 042 041
Treland .....oiiiiiiiiiinnininnnenens 0.25 0.21
Portugal .....vviiiiiiniaiiniicncens 0.27 0.27

22. International Bureau for Declarations of Death
of Missing Persons. No non-member States have so
far become parties to the Convention on the Declara-
tion of Death of Missing Persons. If any non-member
States should become parties to the Convention before
the next review of the assessments, the Committee
recommends that they should be assessed retroactively.

COLLECTION OF CONTRIBUTIONS

23. The Committee took note of a report by the
Secretary-General on the status of collection of con-
tributions. This report showed an improvement in the
collection of contributions for 1955 as compared with
1954. As at 15 August 1955, collection for the current
year totalled 73.86 per cent, as compared with 67.49
per cent for 1954 at the same time last year. For the
1954 and the 1953 contributions, the collection as at
15 August 1955 totalled 92.99 per cent and 97.64 per
cent respectively, while the corresponding figures a
year ago were 93.42 per cent and 97.84 per cent.

2 See Economic and- Social Council resolution 517 (XVII).



COLLECTIGN OF CONTRIBUTIONS IN CURRENCIES
OTHER THAN UNITED STATES DOLLARS

24. The General Assembly, on 4 December 1954,
resolved (resolution 876 B (IX)) that the Secretary-
General, as in previous years, should be authorized to
accept, at his discretion and after consultation with
the Chairman of the Committee on Contributions, a
poriion of the contributions of Member States for the
financial year 1955 in currencies other than United
States dollars.

25. Under this authority, the Secretary-General has
found it possible to accept from Member States (other
than the United States of America) a total of 34.35
per cent of their 1955 contributions in currencies other
than United States dollars, namely, 20.40 per cent in
Swiss francs, 7.65 per cent in pounds sterling and
6.30 per cent in eight other currencies. This shows
an increase over last year in the proportion of con-
tributions acceptable in currencies other than dollars,
when the total percentage acceptable was 30.70 per
cent, of which 18.15 per cent was in Swiss francs, 6
per cent in pounds sterling and 6.55 per cent in other
currencies.

26. The Committee noted that under this arrange-
ment twenty-five Member States had elected to make
payments in one or more of the designated currencies
and that the total amount allscated for payment was
the equivalent of $9,090,000.

27. The Committee recommends that the Secretary-
General should be authorized to continue these ar-
rangements and that efforts should be made, wherever
possible, to raise the proportion of contributions pay-
able in currencies other than dollars.

SCALE OF CONTRIBUTIONS FOR SPECIALIZED AGENCIES

28. The General Assembly, on 24 November 1949,
(resolution 311 B (IV)) authorized the Committea
“to recommend or advise on the scale of contributions
for a specialized agency if requested by that agency
to do so”.

29. Under this authority, the Committee supplied
information to the World Meteorological Organization,
at its request, on the theoretical probable percentage
in the United Nations scale for one country which
is not a Member of the United Nations. In accordance
with the arrangements made in pursuance of the above
resolution, the Secretary-General also ‘supplied statisti-
cal data and other information, including the formula
used for making allowance in the United Nations scale
for low per capita income and other explanatory ma-
terial on the technical methods used by the Committee,
to the Food and Agriculture Organization, the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization, the International
Labour Organisation, the Wo.ild Health Organization,
and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization.



ANNEX

Terms of reference of the Committee on Contributions

Original terms of reference

The original terms of reference of the Committee
on Contributions are contained in chapter IX, section
2, paragraphs 13 and 14, of the report of the Prepara-
tory Commission (PC/20) and in the report of the
Fifth Committee (A/44), and were adopted at the
first part of the first session of the General Assembly
on 13 February 1946 (resolution 14 A 3 (I)).

The relevant paragraphs of the report of the Pre-
paratory Commission incorporating the amendments
of the Fifth Committee are as follows:

“The apportionment of expenses

“13. The expenses of the United Nations should
be apportioned broadly according to capacity to pay.
It is, however, difficult to measure such capacity
merely by statistical means, and impossible to arrive
at any definite formula. Comparative estimates of
national income would appear prime facie to be the
fairest guide. The main factors which should be
taken into account in order to prevent anomalous
assessments resulting from the use of comparative
estimates of national income include:

“(a) Comparative income per head of population;

“(b) Temporary dislocation of national econo-
mies arising out of the Second World War;

“(c¢) The ability of Members to secure foreign
currency.

“Two opposite tendencies should also be guarded
against: some Members may desire unduly to mini-
mize their contributions, whereas others may desire
to increase them unduly for reasons of prestige. If a
ceiling is imposed on contributions the ceiling should
not be such as seriously to obscure the relation be-
tween a nations’s contributions and its capacity to
pay. The Committee should be given discretion to
consider all data relevant to capacity to pay and all
other pertinent factors in arriving at its recom-
mendations. Once a scale has been fixed by the
General Assembly it should not be subjected to a
general revision for at least three years or unless it
it clear that there has been substantial changes in
relaxive capacities to pay.

. “14. Other functions of the Committee would
e:

“(a) To make recommendations to the General
Assembly on the contributions to be paid by new
Members;

“(®) To consider and report to the General As-
sembly on appeals by Members for a change of
assessment ; and

“(c) To consider and report to the General As-
sembly on the action to be taken if Members fall
into default with their contributions.

“In connexion with the latter, the Committees
shouid advise the Assembly in regard to the applica-
tion of Article 19 of the Charter.”

Resolution 238 A (111) adopted by the General
Assembly on 18 November 1948

The General Assembly

Recognising

(e) That in normal times no one Member State
should contribute more than one-third of the ordinary
expenses of the United Nations for any on. year,

(b) That in normal times the per capita contribution
of any Member should not cxceed the per capita con-
tribution of the Member which bears the highest
assessment,

(¢) That the Committee on Contributions needs for
its work more adequate statistical data,

Accordingly,

1. Reaffirms the terms of reference of the Commit-
tee on Contributions accepted by the General Assembly
in its resolution of 13 February 1946 (resolution 14
A3 (D);

2. Calls upon Member States to assist the Com-
mittee on Contributions by providing the available
statistics and other information essential to its work;

3. Accepts the principle of a ceiling to be fixed on
the percentage rate of contributions of the Member
State bearing the highest assessment;

4. Instructs the Committee on Contributions, until
a more permanent scale is proposed for adoption, to
recommend how additional contributions resulting
from (@) admission of new Members, and (b) in-
creases in the relative capacity of Members to pay,
can be used to remove existing maladjustments in the
present scale or otherwise used to reduce the rates of
contribitions of present Members;

5. Decides that when existing maladjustments in
the present scale have been removed and a more
permanent scale is proposed, as world economic con-
ditions improve, the rate of contribution which shall
be the ceiling of the highest assessment shall be fixed
by the General Assembly.

Resolution 582 (V1) adopted by the General Assembly
on 21 December 1951

The General Assembly
Resolves

3. That the review to be undertaken in 1952 by
the Committee on Contributions shall be based on the
General Assembly resolutions relating to the criteria
for determining the scale of assessments, on the views
expressed by Members during the sixth session of the
General Assembly, and on rule 159® of the rules of
procedure of the General Assembly, with particular

® Rule 161 of the present rules.



attention to countries with low per capsta income which
requires special consideration in this connexion.

LI Y

Resolution 665 (VI1I) adopted by the General
Assembly on 5 December 1952

The General Assembly

1. Notes with satisfaction the action taken by the
Committee on Contributions to implement the recom-
mendations of General Assembly resolution 582 (VI)
of 21 December 1951 by giving additional recognition
to countries with low per capita income, and urges the
Committee to continue to do so in the future;

2. Instructs the Committee on Contributions to de-
fer further action on the per capita ceiling until new
Members are admitted or substantial improvement in
the economic capacity of existing Members permits the
adjustments to be gradually absorbed in the scale;

3. Decides that from 1 January 1954 the assess-
ment of the largest contributor shall not exceed one-
third of the total assessments against Members,

Resolution 876 A (IX) adopted by the General
Asseinbly on 4 December 1954

Note: For the text of this resolution see page 2 of
the present report.
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