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List of entities with which the Panel had meetings
and consultations

Liberia

Action on Armed Violence

African Union

Armed Forces of Liberia

Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization
Drug Enforcement Agency

Economic Community of West African States
Emergency Response Unit

Executive Protection Service

Liberia National Commission on Small Arms
Liberia Refugee Repatriation and Resettlement Commission
Liberian National Police

Ministry of Defence

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Internal Affairs

Ministry of Justice

Ministry of State/Office of the President
National Security Agency

Police Support Unit

United Nations Mine Action Service

United Nations Mission in Liberia

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
United Nations police

Embassy of Cote d’Ivoire
Embassy of Sierra Leone
Embassy of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Cote d’Ivoire

Gendarmerie

National Police

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
Republican Forces of Cote d’Ivoire

United Nations Operation in Cote d’Ivoire

Sierra Leone

Gola Rainforest National Park

Office of National Security

Republic of Sierra Leone Armed Forces
Sierra Leone Police

Transnational Organized Crime Unit
United Nations police
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Arrest of individuals in Liberia and the transfer of refugees
to Cote d’Ivoire

The national police arrested 7 individuals on 7 February, 8 on 10 February and
11 on 14 February. The arrests took place in multiple locations in River Gee and
Maryland counties, in the vicinity of the Little Wlebo refugee camp in Maryland
county and among clusters of lvorians resident in Liberia.

The national police informed the Panel that the individuals arrested had no
identification documents at all and no documents relating to their refugee status,
such as refugee registration cards or food ration cards. The national police also said
that UNHCR had never told it that the individuals were registered refugees.
UNHCR in turn told the Panel that its representatives had informed the national
police that the arrested individuals were refugees and that that communication had
been documented in internal UNHCR documents, to which the Panel was denied
access. The Panel requested information from the national police and UNHCR to
support the claims, but was not provided with any.

The Panel notes that the Government of Liberia has established a committee
that includes representatives of relevant government agencies to look into the matter
and provide a full account of the incident, including the circumstances of the
transfer of the detainees to the Government of Cote d’Ivoire during the night of
17 February.

On 6 March, 6 of the 21 refugees transferred to Cote d’Ivoire were returned to
Liberia by the Government of Céte d’Ivoire and were sent back to the Little Wlebo
refugee camp. The Panel sought to speak with those individuals once they had
returned to Liberia, but UNHCR denied the Panel access to them. The remaining
individuals appear still to be detained in Céote d’Ivoire.
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Attacks on Fete and Grabo, Cote d’Ivoire

On 23 February 2014, assailants armed with machetes attacked the Ivorian
armed forces position in Fete, Cote d’Ivoire, killing all three soldiers stationed there
before travelling to the larger nearby town of Grabo to attack the Ivorian armed
forces outpost there, where another soldier was killed. An assailant was also killed.
The assailants stole at least four AK-47 rifles.

By the time that the group had reached Grabo, the assailants’ numbers had
increased, as possibly two other groups of militants had joined them, as had
sympathetic villagers who had joined along the way from Fete to Grabo. A highly
reliable source indicates that there were three groups of attackers. This tallies with
militia sources that the Panel interviewed and the documentary evidence obtained in
Liberia (paras. 49-56). The assailants attacked the lvorian soldiers in Grabo using the
AK-47 rifles stolen from the slain soldiers in Fete, in addition to artisanal shotguns
and possibly other small arms that the joining groups brought with them. According to
the battalion from the Niger, the Ivorian soldiers fled their position in Grabo, leaving
behind their weapons and ammunition, including a heavy machine gun and a rocket-
propelled-grenade launcher with three rockets, some of which, if not all, was stolen.

The soldiers from the Niger stated to the Panel that they had mounted a patrol
in the area at 6.45 a.m. on 24 February and encountered roadblocks guarded by
armed — but unorganized — militiamen. Those roadblocks were probably intended
to be ambush points to attack the Ivorian reinforcements, a tactic often used by
militias in the region in such small hit-and-run attacks. The attackers dispersed and
none of the stolen weapons were recovered.

In the aftermath of the attack, the Government of Cote d’Ivoire, assisted by
local villagers, arrested a number of individuals. The Panel obtained a document
that stated that 19 people had been arrested, listing their names. Officials from the
Ivorian armed forces, the gendarmerie and the police informed the Panel that the
total number of individuals detained was closer to 30. On 27 February, a highly
reliable source reported that 45 suspects had been arrested and transferred to the
government security service in Abidjan.

The lvorian armed forces, gendarmerie and police officials claimed that the
attackers were Ivorians and Liberians who came from Liberia, mainly from Little
Wlebo. They showed the Panel photographs and videos of those whom they had
arrested, including those whom they claimed were Liberians. They provided no
information on those individuals, such as their names, any evidence linking them to
the attack or evidence that they had been resident in Liberia. They also refused to
provide the photographs or videos for independent verification. Security officials of
the Government of Liberia informed the Panel that they were unaware of any
Liberian citizens being arrested by the Government of Coéte d’Ivoire, which the
Liberian authorities claimed has provided no information on cross-border links of
those arrested in Céte d’Ivoire in connection with the attacks. Of the list of the
19 detainees obtained by the Panel, villagers in Fete and Grabo identified three as
being from the nearby village of Tiboto. None were known by the villagers
interviewed by the Panel to have fled to Liberia.

14-53823



S/2014/363

Annex IV

14-53823

Example page of the detailed roster of 72 individuals
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Annex V
Example page of the roster of individuals listed by noms
de guerre
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Annex VI
Two documents listing suspected locations of militants
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Annex VII

Suspected breakdown of militants located in Liberia and
Cote d’Ivoire
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Annex VIII
Militant groups and suspected commanders
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Annex I X

“Attack on rangers”: report by the Gola Rainforest National
Park (Sierra Leone)

Gola Rainforest National Park

164 Dama Road

Kenema

Sierra Leone

Phone: +232(0)76420418

E mail: golaforest@yahoo.com
www.golarainforest.com

FROM: The Supervisor Park Operations

TO: The Superintendent Park Operations/ DPAM

DATE: 29t July 2013

Sir,

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO INSURGENT ATTACK ON RANGERS

On Friday 26t July 2013 at about 9am in the morning I received a phone call from the senior ranger Musa Swaray
in charge of the team deployed at Baoma, Nomo chiefdom. He told me that they were calling right from the National
Park where there is an Airtel signal. Their concern was about their salaries which they did not collect at the banks
due to the patrol movement. I told them to call on me by 11am for further instructions.

At about 12:40pm that same day I again, received a call from a Senior Police officer in Kenema to confirm from me
about a report he has received on Gold mining activity in GRNP. I told him that for the past 3-4 months there have
been no reports of any mining activity.

Suddenly at about 3:18pm another call was received from ranger Braima Gbatekaka that they have been attacked
when patrolling in the National Park by an unknown group of miners who shot at them with shot guns. According
to him they fired at them from close range. Three shots were fired wherein Braima Gbatekaka who was in front of
the patrol sustained several gunshot bullets on his body. They tactically manoeuvred from that zone to different
directions.

This incident was reported to the AIG East, at about 4:00pm and he gave the go ahead to the OC. OSD to provide a
Rapid Response team of OSD personnel to rescue the un- armed rangers who have been attacked by armed miners.
The team which comprised of 6 armed OSD left Kenema immediately for Baoma Nomo under my supervision. Un-
fortunately we did not meet anyone at the scene where the incident had happened; it was an old mining site which
they have again started to mine. At the mining site we found 3 new empty cartridge shells, saw a new set up fire
place and 3 pits of washed gravel in the National Park. We continued our search for two nights to locate their
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Empty Shotgun cartridge shells Set up fire place

Newly washed Gold gravel inside the Mining pit in the GRNP
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Position but we only came across their foot tracks which indicated to us that they were from Levuma via Faama.

I met with a former Community Volunteer whom I sent on a surveillance patrol to follow their steps and report
back to me at Boboyeima where we established our tactical base. Upon his findings, he saw a place where they rest-
ed and got information from several people who said that they saw some soldiers with some civilians that Friday
night moving towards the forest with shot guns in their possession. After our patrol on the 28t July 2013 I was in-
vited by the FMC chairman and the Paramount chief of Nomo chiefdom to know exactly what happened. The team
went there and met with the chairman but the PC had already gone to Kenema. He expressed disappointment on
the incident and advised for the recruitment of the community volunteers in their chiefdom because they were as-
sisting and providing information to the rangers in regards to any mining activity.

The community people are raising an eye brow at the soldiers who are deployed at Lowoma to have again started
this gold mining and attempted the murdering of a GRNP ranger.

Submitted by
Charles Conteh

Cc:
The Project Leader
The Acting Protected Area Manager

The Human Resources Manager
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