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NATIONS UNIES
HAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L’HOMME

Note verbale dated 13 December 2011 addressed to the
Per manent Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic

UNITED NATIONS

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Tel: 41-22-9179101

Independent Interhatioﬁal Commission of Inquiry pursuant to resolution A/HRC/S-17/1

The Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic presents
its compliments to the Permanent Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United
Nations Office at Geneva and specialized institutions in Switzerland, and refers to its notes
verbales of 29 September 2011, 19 October 2011 and 4 November 2011, as well to the
Chairperson’s letter of 27 October 2011. The Commission also takes note of the letter dated -
12 October 2011 from the Permanent Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic and the

note verbale dated 17 November 2011 from the Syrian Arab Republic addressed to the

Independent International Commission of Inquiry.

In its report, transmitted to the Syrian Arab Republic and the President of the Human Rights
Council on 28 November 2011, the Commission strove to reflect -the position of the
Government of the Syrian Arab Republic, including existing policies and announced reforms
expressed in public pronouncements and media reports. The Commission believes that a visit
to the country would have allowed the Commission to interact directly with Government

officials and to ascertain the circumstances of the reported killing of members of the military

and security forces. The Commission remains eager to reach out to their families and to
wounded soldiers, as well as to suffering civilians across Syrian communities. It also looks

forward to the opportunity of meeting the members of the National Independent Special

Legal Commission and learning about its work and findings.

In this context, the Commission wishes to reiterate its request to visit the Syrian Arab
Republic as part of fulfilling its mandate and in preparation of the written update requested
by the Human Rights Council for its 19th session. The Commission looks forward to the
results of the 12 December 2011 local elections and to interact with newly elected officials.

. The Commission avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Permanent Repiesentative of

the Syrian Arab Republic assurances of its highest consideration.

13 December 2011

GE.12-11697
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Note verbale dated 21 December 2011 from the Per manent

Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic addressed to the
commission

MISSION. PERMANENTE
DELA

wau)ls S :. "é} e‘
RAPUBLIQUE ARABE SYRIENNE e .f. ‘
- OENBVE I o !&‘%’U%ﬁﬂ:‘wlwl :

“w

5 a0/M . 21December, 2011

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic ‘to the United
Nations Office and other International Orgamzahons in Geneva p1esents its.
comp],iments to The Office of the _Hy_lgh‘ Commissioner for Human Rights,
and m reference to .the Note Verbal of the Independent International -
Commission of . Inquiry pursuant to resolution A/HRC/S- 17/1 . dated
13/12/2011; has the honour to attach herewith the respond of the Syrian

Arab Republic Government to the request of the Commission to visit Syria.

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic avails itself of
this opportunity to renew to The Office of the High Commissioner for

Human Rights the assurances of its highest con'side,rétion.

" OHCHRREGISTRY

. -
22DEC20H %

‘ Recipicr.xts:;Mf«l\)..&,...............

&
”‘”ﬂ!«u 1) W
GENEN

Ofﬁce of the High Commissioner for Human Rights .
Palais Wilson -

Rue de Lausanne 72 (3e étage), 1202 Geneve - Tel: +41 2271545 60 Fax: +41 22 7384275

GE.12-11697
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" REPUBLIQUE ARABE SYRIENNE

MISSION. PERMANENTE g;;} ‘.’.u g .
DE LA M

'GENE‘VE o ' b , o u#r'v_,»,(dﬂ Jd"i.,f;’l

Mr. Chairperson 2 ‘md Members of the Independcnt Internatlonal Commission

of Inqulry pursuant to resolutlon A/HRC/S 171

- We recelved your ‘Note Velbal dated 13/12/2011, which 1e1telates the request

“of the commlssmn to visit the Syrian Arab Republic “as part of fulﬁlhng its -
mandate and in preparatlon of the written update” to its report pubhshed on -

13/11/2011, in which you p011t1c1zed the human rights situation n Syrla in an

unprofessmnal selective and subjec‘ave manner, where you undertook what you

called “investigations” .in a way that lacks the simplest basis of professional

‘ 1nvest1ga1;10n, and con31gns with the agenda of certain countries aiming to destloy

Syna and to intervene rmhtanly in Syria under the pletext of “protecting the

" civilians”.

You have grossly exceeded your mandate by holding the Syrian Govemment :
fully accountable for what hias been going on: in Syria, while you have given abhnd :

eye to the violations of human rights committed by the terrorist groups, and you

have refrained from referrmg to millions of dollars funneled to these groups in the
form of money, weapons, and media and logistical support, aiming to ruin Syria

and kill its people.

| Syria has fully cooperated with you, despite the fact that it has not approved

of the resolution establishing your committee, and has provided you with numerous

documents. and documented information regarding the real situation "in Syria.

GE.12-11697
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However you ‘have 1gnored everythmg you have recei'ved from Syria and you were .
- content only with certain references to them in- you1 repott, calling them

“allegauons” or annexes.

Syria has 1ene1ated that it has formed an mdependent impartial and honest
- judicial Investigation Commission with wide powers to investigate all the crimes
committed in the context of the recent events. The J udicial Commission is w,orking‘
continuously to prove the truth for the sake of comfortlng the souls of the victims
and to punish the perpetrators.. We have 1epeatedly clarified that this Commission
has not concluded its work yet, and that the Syrian govemment does not want to
anticipate its work and to p1esent non-objective or politieally motivated results as
did the Internanonal Comnnssmn of Inquiry in its report. Furthermore, we have
" reiterated our readiness to consider cooperatlon with the international commission
of inquiry after the Syrian 1nvest1gat10n committee has reached concrete results.
However, you chose to 1efuse this and mstead turned to listening fo whom you call-
witnesses from intemational and reg1onal organizations and journalists and NGOs, |
“and those whom yon call “defectors from the military and security services”. Y‘o'u
have interviewed 223 “witnesses” as mentioned in your "report, which leads us here
to ask you: ‘Have you called upon any of the martyr Sari Saoud’s fami’ly’ members
to listen to their testimony? Or have you listened to the testimony of the “deceased”
Zainab, whom you have added to the Jist of “civilians killed by the securny forces”
and those you descnbed as “Al Shabiha” based on media reports, which Jater
turned out to be ahve‘7 Or have you listened to the testimony of any- of the family
" members of the martyr General Abdo Kheder Tallawi’s who was kllled along-with
his three children in cold blood and whose bodles were mutilated? And why have
you refused all of the documented information you received from Syrla regarding

the case of the child Hamza Al Khatib and preferred instead certain false media

GE.12-11697
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reports in order to form serious accusations against Syria of committing crimes

against humanity.

You have relied upon 1nterv1ews with politicians, journalists, and persons

who have interest in destroying Syria, as well as non—Seran citizens, some of

‘whom are from countries that are involved in the events causing the deaths of -
Syrians on a daily basis. Some of those are directly contrlbutlng to the fabrications '
" of stories against Syna and others have Syr1an blood on thelr hands. You have shut
" your ears. t0 the voices of the real victims. How do you cla1m 11npart1ahty and -
- objectivity while you have never met any ‘of the above mentioned victims and many :

. others who have suffered from the scourge of terronsm in Syr1a‘7

Hundreds of terromsts have publically adm1tted that they killed p1otestors‘

and that they were involved in looting, killing, mutilating bodies, and fabrmatmg

stories in return of money they received from some nelghbormg countrles ‘Those

people described the killings of whoever did not p1otest with them or cooperated in

ruining Syria. Théy also proudly spoke of the burnings, mutilations of bodies, and

rape.

You have ignored all of our confirmed 1nformat10n as well as the canﬁrmed

mformatlon of a mumber of news ‘agencies upon wh1ch you relied in your -

mvesUganons pertaining to the existence of armed gr oups kllhng mnocent people -_ ,

and targeting the army, security, intellectuals and scientists in Syria. Wlth the aim

" to draw the attention to the non peaceful nature of the events in Sy11a ‘we »ha,v‘e

previously informed the office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on

22/06/2011 of the death of more than /260/ martyrs from the army and security

forces in armed attacks. This number grew to 1600/ martyrs by 20/08/2011, and
then /1100/ by 19/10/2011. The total number of martyrs has now surpassed 12000/

“members of the security forces and the Syrian Army, this while you still refuse to

GE.12-11697
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believe or listen to the fact that terrorist acts are being committed in Syria. Is there

no place for these facts in your report?

We did not find any indication to the destruction of railways, oil pipelines, as
well as the burning of schools, hospltals and ofﬁ01a1 establishments, nor any
reference to the destruction of the infrastructure and the rummg of the economy

Do the victims of these violations not deserve your attention?

‘ Does the terrorizing of civilians and forcing them to abandon their homes
‘and propex’tles and rending them dlsplaced in areas of a certain sectarian color, and
 killing them and mutilating their bodies to divide the country on a sectarian basis -
in a clear violation of their right to life, and a violation of the preventlon of
extrajudicial killing as well as the Vlolatlon of the freedom of rehglon and belief,
‘does it not deserve any attention from you cons1der1ng that you have been
mandated to investigate these v101at10ns? And we ask here: do you plan to call for -
any non-pohuclzed action to address these issues other than the call for ‘military

' 1nte1vent1o:n in Synar>

How can the Commission confirm that crimes against humamty have been *
committed w1thout havmg followed the simplest rules of pr ofessional and- ObJ ectlve_ .
1nvest1gat1on in collecting evidence? Unfortunately the International Comnnssmn :

. of Inquiry chose to describe everything that it has received concerning these: gross
violations of human rights in Syria as allegations, while it considered everything all
 the allegations made by journalists and representatives of NGOs as conﬁrmed and
documented information, even though this information is not hnked in any way
with evidence. The Commission was dehberately selective in using 1nformat10n
‘regardless of its source and credibility, in a clear breaoh of the basic principles of
impartiality, objectiveness and professionalism implemented in any investigation .

' _process. The report lacks professionalism in its preparation and precision in the’

GE.12-11697
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information and method, and has used erroneous and fabricated information to -

launch serious accusations and in making recommendations that go in the direction

~towards intensifying the campaign waged by certain countries .against Syna

Therefore, this report cannot be con31dered separate from this campalgn

The Cornmlssron has fully exceeded 1ts mandate, and surpassed its original .
mlssmn of mveshgatlng violations of Internatlonal Human Rights Law free from
double standards "and _politicization. The Commrssron immersed ‘itself in the |

‘campaign against Syria in a clear vrolatlon of its mandate and the resolution

establishing it.

The Commission’failed to abide by one of the most important objectives of

the United Nations which is the obhgatlon to refrain from the threat or use of force
against the territorial integrity or ‘political 1ndependence of any state The

Commission’s repart was completely pohtlclzed and selectwe and lacks

professionalism and the simplest rules of International Law and Rules of .
- International Human Rights Law, but also the Charter of the United Nations. It has

become clear that one cannot build on this report in any future action against Syria, - -

and raises serious questions about the credibility of the Commi»s-sion.

Syrla has prevrously underlined, and also reiterates today that the only

. SOh.lthl’l to this crises is national dialogue. Unfortunately, the commission has failed

to call for any form of national dialogue, and preferred to violate the Human’ nghts'

of the Syrian citizens, first and vforemost the right of life, by calling for foreign

armies 10 intervene in Syria.

Syna has chosen the path of reform and fulfilling the demands of its people

and to investigate the events in an impartial and honest manner. Syria also- has

chosen the ‘path of dialogue. We expect: the Commission to contribute to the
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‘achievement of these goals, and to participate in helping Syrians to move
peacefully through dialogue towards a better future, and not through calling for the

intervention of foreign armies under the pretext of the Protection of C1VL11ans

We call upon you to listen to the voice of righteousness, justice and
objectivity, and to reflect the truth as it comes from the voices of those who know it
and hve it, and not through allegations of people living thousands of miles from
Syua and who are implicated in acts of klllmgs and terrorizing Syrians. We also
call upon you not to follow the calls for foreign 1ntervent10n in Syria and ask you to
restore your true role in 1nvest1gat1ng human rlghts violations, and'to support
reform and dialogue plans 1n Syna in order to overcome this crisis which is
draining precious Syrxan blood to the benefit of forel gn agendas that do not help in

protecting and promoting human rlghts.

In light of the above, and in light of: yéur lack of commitlhent to thé
principles -of professionai non-politicized and non-selective investigation; your
lack of concern to expose the reality and the violations of thlms rights
E comnutted by terrorlsts groups against Syrlans and your satisfaction with exposmg  ,
b'.i‘the mere of what you receive from-the Syrla.n ‘atithorities and” descnbmg “ftrag
“gllegations” or adding them in “annexes”; we do not see at the present-time any
benefit in any request to visit Syria. We await seemg a real change in the du'ecuon
of working towards revealing the truth according to real testimonies -of real....
- witnesses and victims of human rlghts Vlolaﬂons Only then you. will find all oui

doors open for you in Syria..

Kindly accept our highest considerations.
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Annex |11

REPUBLIQUE ARABE SYRIENNE

MISSION, PERMANENTE

Note verbale dated 27 December 2011 from the Per manent
Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic addressed to the
President of the Human Rights Council

DE LA

S

GENEVE g : - &;Jr'fﬁi.}c@d:;wlf‘,s{l

OHCHR REGISTRY
(W YW
27 DEC 200 e
: Regipients F“QC@V\"QJ(
Ne g1 /44 . o Geneva, 27" December 2011

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United
Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its
compliments to The Office of the High Commissioner for Fluman Rights, and
following all the Mission’s communications regarding the recent eventy in the
Syrian Arab Republic, has the honour to forward to FLE Ms. Laura Dupuy
Lasserre, President of the Human Rights Council the attached official statisticsg
of the documented acts of killing, kidnapping, looting, and car theft that took
place in the Syrian Arab Republic between 15/03/2011 and 19/12/2011.

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic kindly requests the

41

publication—of-the-above-mentioned-document—in-all-official-languages-of-the———

UN, as official documents of the Human Rights Council.

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the President of the Human Rights Council, the

assurances of its highest consideration.

H.E Ms. Laura Dupuy Lasserre

President of the Human Rights

The Office of the High Commisioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations

1211 -- Geneva 10

CENEN®.,
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(Unofficial trandation)

Statistics of Acts of Killing, Kidnapping, Looting and Car Theft from
15/3/2011 - 19/12/2011

Source: letter from the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic dated 27/12/2011

1. Killingincidentsof civilians, military personnel and policemen accor ding to hospital
reportsand policing units

@ = = o) 2] (1] 1] o 0
f B EEEE:EZOEEEEEGoG
: S8 2% g R 2 g 25k
= T = < K] 5 a g
8 = o = &
< <

Killings of civilians® 2,131 2 42 - 10 234 124 22 280 829 - - 341 153 85

Killing of policemen 215 1 6 - - 29 1 - 55 83 - - 22 15 3

Killing of soldiers

(based on information provided

by the Office of National

Security as of 18.12.2011) 913

Total 3,259

& The list is not exhaustive because the State could not physically reach all bodies, or because they were buried by family members or
armed groups

2. Looting

Q = (o] Qo = %) o] joy %]

- E R I REEEEEGECOEL

: § 2 £ 2 ° g8 82 3 ¢ g

8 - o = 2

< <
Civilians 468 10 23 4 30 111 8 2 78 9 - 18 19 61 5
Vehicles 1195 - 1 3 44 661 - 6 308 107 - - - 55 10
Total 1,663

GE.12-11697
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Kidnapping incidents. Civilians, military personnel and policemen and the result

Released Released

Kidnapped Killing after after without Released unknown
civilians Total  kidnapping ransom ransom after looting  Liberation destiny
Damascus 8 _ _ 4 1 _ 3
Rif Dimashq 25 3 2 16 _ _ 4
Draa 3 1 _ 2 _ _ _
Al Suwayda _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Al Qunaytirah _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Homs 388 73 2 219 8 6 80
Hamah 129 10 10 59 _ 1 49
Tartus _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Al Ladhigiyah 4 _ _ 4 _ _ _
Idlib 99 9 5 71 _ _ 14
Aleppo 7 _ 3 3 _ _ 1
Al Raga _ _ _ _ _ _
Deir Al Zour _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Hassakah 3 2 _ _ 1
Total 666 96 22 380 9 7 152

Killing Released Released Released

Kidnapped military after after  without after unknown
personnel Total kidnapping ransom  ransom looting Liberation Escaped destiny
Rif Dimashq _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Dar'a 1
(1,400 1
2 _ bullets) (weapon) _ _ _
Al Suwayda _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Al Qunaytirah _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Homs 17 3 _ 1 _ 3 _ 10
Hamah 24 1 _ 2 _ _ _ 21
Tartus _ _ _ _ _ _ _ —
Al Ladhigiyah _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Idlib 22 1 1 3 _ _ _ 17
Aleppo 1 _ _ _ _ _ _
Al Raga _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Deir el-Zour 4 _ _ 3 _ _ _ 1
Hassakah _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Total 70 5 3 9 1 3 49
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Killing Released Released Released

Kidnapped after after  without after unknown
policemen Total kidnapping ransom  ransom looting Liberation Escaped destiny
Rif Dimashq 2 _ 1 _ _ _ _ 1
Da’'a 8 2 _ 2 2(guns) 1 1 _
Al Suwayda _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Al Qunaytirah _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Homs 15 _ 7 _ _ _ 4
Hamah 72 _ 31 _ _ _ 37
Damascus 1 _ _ 1 _ _ _ _
Tartus _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Al Ladhigiyah 1 _ _ 1 _ _ _ _
Idlib 31 6 _ 13 _ _ _ 12
Aleppo 30 _ _ 29 _ _ _ 1
Al Raga _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Deir el-Zour 4 _ _ 1 _ _ 3 _
Hassakah _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Total 164 16 1 85 2 1 4 55
Total kidnappings
Total kidnapping incidents 900
Car theft
Police car 9
Government car 296
Civil car 583
Total 888
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Annex |V

NATIONS UNIES
HAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L'HOMME

Note verbale dated 28 December 2011 addressed to the
Per manent Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic

I~ . - ‘
2 \‘\Q) UNITED NATIONS
0y

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Tel: 41229179101 . ‘ R

Independent International Cdllllllissién of Inquiry pursvant fo resofution A/HRC/S-17/1

i

The Independent International Commissign of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic presents

its: compliments fo the Permanent Represetitative of the, Syrian Arab Republic to the United
Nations Office at Geneva and specialized institutions 1n Switzerland, and refers to'its note
verbale of 13-December 2011 and the response dated 21 December 2011 from the Syrian
Arab Republic Government. : o S "

The Commission wishes o recall that the Humen Righits Couneil, in its resolution S-17/1 of
23 August; mandated the Commission to (i) investigate all alleged violations of international
humar rights law since March 2011 in the Syrian Arab Republic, (i) to establish the facts
and circumstances that may amount to such violations and of the crimes perpetrated and, (ii)

~ where possible, to identify those responsible with a view of ensuring that perpetrators of

violations, including those that may constitute erimes against humanity, are held accountable.
The Tfuman Rights Couneil Tequested the Comnuission. to- nake its report public before-the

end of November 2011 and to present a written update to the Council at its nineteenth . -

session, in March-2012, Tt also requested the full cooperation of the Syrian Arab Republic.

In order to fulfil its mandate, the Commisgion collected first-hand information through
interviews with victims and witnesses of events in the Syrian Arab Republic, The

began, Among those interviewed 69 %. were ¢ivilian victims and witnesses, 25% were .
defectors from the military and security forces and 6% were other sources. The standard of
proof was miet when the Commission obtained a reliable body of evidence, consistent with
other information, indicating the occurrence of a particular incident or event. The

" Commission ensured that all its interlocutors had the opportunity and time to consider the

Commission’s recuest for interviews and either accept it or reject it.

Tn addition, a public call was miade to all interested persons and organizations to submit
velevant -information and documentation that would telp the Comimission implement its
mendate. It held meetings with Momber States from all regional groups, regional
organizations, including the League of Arab States and the Crganization of Islamic
Cooperation, non-governmental organizations, human rights defenders, journalists and

© experts. Reports, scholarly analyses and media accounts, including Syrian official soutces

" Commission reiterated ifs invitation to the members of the hational Independent Special -

GE.12-11697

such as SANA, as well as audio and visual material, weze also duly considered,

Prior to the releasé of its report S-17/2/Add.1 daﬁed 28 November 2011, the Commission
requested access to the Syrian Arab Republic in its notes verbales dated 29 September, 19
October, 27 October and 4 November 2011. In its letfer dated 27 October 2011, the

Commission-undertook-223-interviews-with-Syrians who left the country after the unrest
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Legal Commission and relevant Syrian officials to visit Geneva in November. A
. questionnaire was annexed to the letter with a view of engaging the Government of the-
" Syrian Arab Republic in a dialogue. The Commission stresséd that thé deadline for the

submission of its report to the Human Rights Council was before the end of November.

Despite these numerous attempts, to date, the Commission has not received from the Syrian

Arab Republic Government any coopetation, documents or substantive information related to

the events since March 2011, No access to the Syrian Arzab Republic was granted 1o the

Commission. No Syrian officials met with the Commission even when on official visit to

Geneva in the context of the Universal Periodic Review. No answers wete provided by the

Government on the detailed questionnaire sent by the Commission. No information was
- provided concerning the work of the national Independent Special Legal Commission.

The only correspondence from the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic received by the
Commission prior to the release of its report were two lofters dated 12 Qctober and 17
November 2011, In those letters, attached as.Annex IIT and VII to the Commission’s report,
the Governmeht expressed its position that it would examine the possibility of cooperating
with the commission ence its own commission had concluded its work and this despite the
deadline of the public release of the Commission’s report by end-November.

While the Commission deeply regrats not having had access to the Syrian Arab Republic and
despite the lack of cooperation by the Syrian Arab Republic, the Commission’s repert of 28
November and mote specifically paragraphs 39, 31, 32, 33, 34, 37, 38, 40 and 31, strove to |
reflect the position of the Government -of the Syrian Arab Republic, including existing
policies and announced reforms expressed inr public pronouncements and-media reportss - - --— -

~ As stated in its.repost, the Commission is aware of acts of violence committed by
demonstrators, ermy defectors or opponents of the Government, It also referred to 1,100
members of State forces who had been killed by terrorists and armed gangs according to
official statements. The Commission did not receive from the Government any information
"‘-'-ma;b0ut~the~.c-asesnof“S—afiwSaud;-Greneita,lﬁAbdothedef;Talla\ari and his_children as well as the
case of Hamza Al Khatib. The Commission would have welcomed the CGovernment’s
cooperation in facilitating contacts with the families of Killed or wounded military and
" security personnel, as well as other vietims, No offer of such good offices was made, Neither
did the Government provide any information about the public confessions of hundreds of
terrorists that the Government refers to. S :

The Commission continues to believe that a visit to the country would have allowed the
Commission to interact directly with Government officials and.to ascertain the circumstances
of the reported killing of members of the military and security forees. The Commission
remains eager to reach out to their families and to wounded soldiers, as well as to suffering
_civillans across Syrian communities. In its report, ‘the Comumnission recommended. that
opposition groups ensure respect for and act in accordance with international human rights
law and that Member States suspend the provision of arms and other military material to all
parties. . :

" The Commission refutes any-accusation of politicisation, selectivity and non-objectivity, The
- Corumission has shown extreme diligence in maintaining its independence from all Meinber
© " States and organisations. At no point has the Commission advocated, implicd or referred to
any use of force or foreign intervention. It has submitted its report to the Human Rights -
5 :
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Couneil asking the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic, the Human Rights Council,
Member States, regional organisations and non-State actors to ensure the implementation of |
the recommendations contained in the report led by the sole and only purpose of protecting
the Syrian population. In its resolution S-17/1, the Human Rights Couneil decided to transmit
the report of the commission and its update to the Gerieral Assembly, and recommended that
the Assembly transmit the teports to all relevant bodies of the United Nations. o
The Commission hopes that cooperation and dialogue could be established for the second
phase of its work ‘which will result in a written update to the Human Rights Cowneil on 12
"March 2012, Due 1o United Nations reporting requirements, the Commission should submit
its written update by mid-February. Therefore, an open. dialogue with the Government of the
Syrian Arab Republic including a visit-to the countty and provision of relevant information
should -take place not later than mid-January. The Commission looks forward to the
opportunity of meeting Syrian officials and the members of the National Independent Special
Legal Commission. ' ' : :

The Commission avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Permenent Representative of
the Syrian Arab Republic assurances of-its highest consideration, - ‘ . :

28 December 2011 -
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Annex V

L etter dated 18 January 2012 from the commission
addressed to the President of the Syrian Arab Republic

' /,
NATIONS UNIES ' l/p \%’ UNITED NATIONS
HAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L’HOMME \\/‘ [\} HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
NS |
e

Tel: 41-22-9179101

Independent International Commission of Inquiry pursuant to resolution A/HRC/17/1

Geneva, 17 January 2012

The Independent Interhational Commission of Inquiry established pursuant to resolution S-
17/1 of the Human Rights Council, presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the
Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations in Geneva and has the honour to transmit a letter
addressed to H.E. Mr. Basher AL-ASSAD, President of the Syrian Arab Republic.

~ The Commission avails itself of the opportunity to extend the assurances of its highest
consideration to the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic. j)a
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NATIONS UNIES -
HAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L’HOMME

UNITED NATIONS
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Tel: 41-22-9179101

Independent International Commission of Inquiry pursuant to resolution A/HRC/S-17/1

17 January 2012

Excellency,

We have the honour to address you in our capacity as the Independerit International Commission
of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic.

* The Human Rights Council of the United Nations, in its resolution S-17/1 of 23 August 2011,
mandated the Commission to (i) investigate all alleged violations of international human rights
law since March 2011 in the Syrian Arab Republic, (ii) to establish the facts and circumstances
that may amount to such violations and of the crimes perpetrated and, (iii) where possible, to
identify those responsible with a view of ensuring that perpetrators of violations, including those
that may constitute crimes against humanity, are held accountable.

The Commission expresses its gratitude to Your Excellency’s Government for the information
provided by your note verbale of 27 December 2011. We also applaud your Excellency’s decision
to accept the deployment of the Observer Mission established pursuant to the Plan of Action
agreed between the League of Arab States and Your Excellency’s Government and hope that this
decision will be followed by further cooperation with United Nations mechanisms, including this
Commission.

We were encouraged to take note of reports that Your Excellency had issued an amnesty under
Decree 10/2012 in relation to events since March 2011. We would be grateful to receive a copy
of the decree as well as information on how many people have applied for amnesty under this or
other amnesty decrees issued since March 2011, how many people have been released from
detention as a result of the amnesty and how many continue to be detained.

In addition, the Commission respectfully seeks more information on several important issues that -
Your Excellency addressed in your comprehensive speech of 10 January 2012. '

The speech made reference to acts of terrorism, sabotage and murder and the theft, looting and
destruction of public and private property, including the deaths of about 30 teachers and
university professors and the vandalisation, burning and destruction of over a thousand schools.
In this context, it was asserted that perpetrators had received money, arms and other support from
foreign sources. We would be grateful for a list of specific acts of this nature and their victims;
available information on the alleged perpetrators and legal action taken against them; and any
evidence that the alleged acts were carried out with foreign support. Furthermore, we would be
interested in continuing to receive figures on how many unarmed civilians, active members of the
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State security forces, military defectors and other armed opponents have been killed in relation to
the events that have taken place since March 2011.

" We appreciate that Your Excellency emphasized that there is no order at any level of the State to
shoot at any citizen. The speech acknowledged individual mistakes-and notes that a limited

_number of people working for the State have been arrested in relation to murder and other crimes.
We would be grateful to receive a list of state officials arrested in connection with such crimes,
detailing what rank they held, what crimes they were prosecuted for, who the victims were and
what reparation was provided to victims or their families. In this respect, we would also be

’ interested to find out more about the mandate, composition and achievements of the Independént
Special Legal Commission established by the Government to investigate all cases pertaining to
the events that had taken place since March 2011. Furthermore, we respectfully request
information on steps ordered by Your Excellency’s Government to prevent future wrongdoings,
in line with your command responsibility.

In the course of your speech, Your Excellency reiterated your commitment to advance reforms. In
respect of our mandate, we would be particularly interested to receive copies of the Media,”
Political Parties and Anti-Corruption laws that were passed as well as information about the
implementation of these laws. Furthermore, we would be interested to finding out more about the
constitutional amendments that are to be approved in the upcoming referendum and the envisaged
legislative elections. | ‘

Finally, Your Excellency also made references to economic sanctions taken against Syria and

citizens being deprived of cooking gas, heating fuel and medicine. In this context, the

Commission would be interested to receive more detailed information on the impact sanctions

imposed against Syria have had on the living conditions and economic and social rights of the
~ population, including the most vulnerable groups.

In the impartial pursuit of our mandate, we remain committed to seek the cooperation of the
Government and undertake to reflect the information provided in our updated report to the 19th
session of the Human Rights Council. To ensure that information provided by your Excellency’s
Government is .fully reflected in the report, which will be finalized in mid-February, we would be
grateful for a response at your earliest convenience. We also take this occasion to reiterate our

" request to carry out a visit to Syria to obtain a first-hand impression of the situation on the
ground. Meanwhile, we remain open to engage in a direct, constructive dialogue with any
representatives Your Excellency chooses to designate. '

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration.

}J\ o 2 PH

—

Paulo Pinheiro .

Chairperson
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Annex VI

L etter dated 23 January 2012 from the commission

addressed to the Minister for Justice of the Syrian Arab
Republic

\/ UNITED NATIONS

NATIONS UNIES
\] y HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

ﬁAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITSl DE L’HQMME
Tel: 41-22-9179101
Independent International Commissioﬁ of I.nciuiry pursuant to resolution A/HRC/S-17/1
23 January 2012

- The Independent International Commission of Inquiry established pursuant to resolution S--
17/1 of the Human Rights Council, presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the
‘Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office in Geneva and specialized institutions in

Switzerland and has the honour to transmit a letter addressed to Judge Tayseer Qala Awwad,

Minister of Justice in Damascus.

" The Commission avails itself of the opportunity to extend the assurances of its highest
consideration to the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations
Office in Geneva and specialized institutions in Switzerland. IB ¢
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NATIONS UNIES V '5.‘ i UNITED NATIONS
HAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L'HOMME \\{\A HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Tel: 41-22-9179101

Independent International Commission of Inquiry pﬁrsuant to resblutiqn A/HRC/S-17/1

ot . 23 January 2012

Your Excellency,

"+ 1 am writing on behalf of the Independent Intematmnal Commission of Inqulry on the Syrian Arab .
Republic to respectfully request your assmtance and good ofﬁces in the fulﬁlment of the Commission’s
mandate.

The United Nations Human Rights Council, in its resolution S-17/1, mandated the Comrnission to -
investigate all alleged violations of international human rights law since March 2011 in the Syrian Arab
Republic, to establish the facts and circumstances that may amount to such violations and of the crimes
perpetrated and, where possible, to identify those responsible with a view of ensuring that perpetrators of
violations, including those that may constitute crimes against humanity, are held accountable.

In accordance with its mandate, the Commission respectfully requests information about dissidents
who have been brought before criminal courts since March 2011 for offences related to disruption of:
public order and/or to their conduct during demonstrations. We also remain eager to learn about your
cooperation with the Independent Special Legal Commission established by the Syrian Government to
investigate all cases pertaining to the events that have taken place since March 2011. The Commission -
looks forward to reviewing any document or statistics that the Ministry of Justice could provide
related to the inquiry mandated by the United Nations Human Rights Council.

The Commission would appreciate collaboration with the Ministry of Justice which would enhance the
reach of its findings.

Yours Sincerely,

Paulo Pinheiro
Chairperson

Judge Tayseer Qala Awwad
Minister of Justice
Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic
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Annex VII

L etter dated 23 January 2012 from the commission
addressed to the Minister for the Interior of the Syrian Arab
Republic

\\!/ UNITED NATIONS |
y HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

N7

, _ NATIONS UNIES
HAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L’HOMME \

Tel: 41722-9179101

. Independent Tnternational Commission of Inquiry pursuant o resolution A/HRC/S-17/1
23 January 2012

The Independent International Commission of Inquiry established pursuant to resolution S-
17/1 of the Human Rights Council, presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the

" Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office in Geneva and specialized institutions in
Switzerland and has the honour to transmit a letter addressed to Major General Mohammad
Ibrahim AL-Shaar, Minister of Interior in Damascus.

“The Commission avails itself of the opportunity to extend the assurances of its highest
consideration to the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations
Office in Geneva and specialized institutions in Switzerland. 1\ C
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UNITED NATIONS

NATIONS UNIES M|
M V HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

HAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS PE L’HOMME

Tel: 41-22-9179101

Independent International Commission’ of Induirx pursuant to resolution A/HRC/S-17/1

23 January 2012

~ Your Excellency,

I am writing on behalf of the- Independent Internat10na1 Commlssmn of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab
‘Republic to respectfully request your- ass1stance and good offices in the fulﬁlment of the Commission’s
mandate

_ The United Nations Human Rights Council, in its resolution S- 17/1 mandated the Commission to
investigate all alleged violations of international human rights law since March 2011 in the Syrian Arab
Republic, to establish the facts and circumstances that may amount to such violations and of the crimes
perpetrated and, where possible, to identify those responsible with a view of ensuring that perpetrators of

~violations, including those that may constitute crimes against humanity, are held accountable.

In accordance with its mandate, the Commission respectfully ‘requests information concerning

~ dissidents who have been arrested and detained since March 2011 for offences related to disruption of
public order and/or to their conduct during demonstrations. We remain eager to learn whether
-investigations by the Ministry of Interior have taken place to ascertain specific responsibilities of
individuals, as well as the number of persons who have been detained and the nature of the charges
brought against such offenders. The Commission looks forward to reviewing any document or
statistics that the Ministry of Interior could provide relating to the 1nqu1ry mandated by the United
Nations Human Rights Council.

The Commission would appreciate collaboration with the Ministry of Interior which would enhance the
reach of its findings.

Yours Sincerely,

Paulo Pinheiro

Chairperson

Major General Mohammad Ibrahim Al-Shaar
Minister of Interior
Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic
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Annex VIII

L etter dated 23 January 2012 from the commission to the
Minister for Defence of the Syrian Arab Republic

2HY/ UNITED NATIONS n
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

NATIONS UNIES
HAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L’HOMME

Tel: 41-22:9179101

Independent International Commission of Inquiry pursuant to resolution A/HRC/S-17/1

23 January 2012

* The Independent International Commission of Inquiry established pursuant to resolution S-
17/1 of the Human Rights Council, presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the

- Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office in Geneva and specialized institutions in
Switzerland and has the honour to transmit a letter addressed to' General Dawoud Rajiha,
Minister of Defense in Damascus.

The Commission avails itself of the bppoftunity to extend the assurances of its highest -
consideration to the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations
Office in Geneva and specialized institutions in Switzerland. JS C.
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. UNITED NATIONS ’
3 y HIGH COMMISSIONDR FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Tel: 41-22-9179101
\

+ Independent International Commission of Inquiry pursuant to-resolution A/HRC/S-17/1

23 January 2012

Your Excellency,

I am writing on behalf of the Independent International Cornmlssmn of Inquiry on the Syrlan Arab-
Republic to respectfully request your assistance and good offices in the fulfilment of the Commlssmn s
mandate. :

The United Nations Human Rights Council, in its resolution S-17/1, mandated the Commission to
investigate all alleged violations of international human rights law since March 2011 in the Syrian Arab
Republic, to establish the facts and circumstances that may amount to such violations and of the crimes
perpetrated and, where possible, to identify those responsible with a view of ensuring that perpetrators of
violations, including those that may constitute crimes against humanity, are held accountable.

In accordance with its mandate, the Commission respectfully requests information concerning the
names, ranks and number of killed and wounded among the military and security forces since March
2011, as well as the circumstances that have led to deaths and injuries. We would be grateful for your
good offices to be allowed to contact the families of those members of the armed and security forces
who were killed or injured since March 20011. The Commission looks forward to reviewing any
document or statistics that the Ministry of Defence could provide relating to the inquiry mandated by
the United Nations Human Rights Council.

The Commission would appreciate collaboration with the- Mlnlstry of Defence which would enhance the
reach of its ﬁndlngs

Yours Sincerely,

Paulo Pinheiro
Chairperson

Gen. Dawoud Rajiha
Minister of Defense
Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic
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Annex | X

L etter dated 23 January 2012 from the commission

addressed to the President of the People’s Assembly of the
Syrian Arab Republic

v UNITED NATIONS
"HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

. NATIONS UNIES
HAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L’HOMME

Tel: 41-22-9179101

Independent International Commission of Inquiry pursuant to resolution A/HRC/S-17/1 .

23 January 2012

The Independent International Commission of Inquiry established pursuant to resolution S-
17/1 of the Human Rights Council, presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the
Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office in Geneva and specialized institutions in
Switzerland and has the honour to transmit a letter addressed to H.E. Mr. Mahmoud

Al-Abrash, Chairperson of the-Peoples’ Assembly in Damascus. _ :

The Commission avails itself of the opportunity to extend the assurances of its highest
consideration to the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations
Office in Geneva and specialized institutions in Switzerland. }> C
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Tel: 41-22-9179101

Independent International Commission of Inquiry pursuant to resolution A/HRC/S-17/1

23 .Tanuary 2012

Your Excellency,

I am writing on behalf of the Independent International Commission of Inqulry on the Syrlan Arab
Republic to. respectfully request your assistance. and good offices in the fulfilment of the Commission’s
mandate.

The Umted Nations Human' Rights Council, in its resolution S-17/1, mandated the Commission to
investigate all alleged violations of international human rights law since March 2011 in the Syrian Arab
Republic, to establish the facts and circumstances that may amount to such violations and of the crimes
perpetrated and, where possible, to identify those responsible with a viéw of ensuring that perpetrators of
violations, including those that may constitute crimes against humanity, are held accountable.

In accordance with its mandate, the Commission respectfully requests information concerning the role
of the Peoples’ Assembly in monitoring the events since March 2011 as well as the impact of existing
and new legislation in this regard. We remain eager to learn how the Permanent Committee on
National Security and the Permanent Committee on Constitutional Affairs responded to the legislative
changes resulting from the unrest in the Syrian Arab Republic since March 2011 and how they gather -
information regarding the implementation of the reforms announced by the Government. The
Commission looks forward to reviewing any documerit or statistics that the Peoples® Assembly could
provide relating to the inquiry mandated by the United Nations Human Rights Council.

The Commission would appreciate collaboration with the Peoples’ Assembly which would enhance the
reach of its findings.

Yours Sincerely,

Do 12 e

Paulo Pinheiro
Chairperson

H.E. Mr. Mahmoud Al-Abrash
Chairperson ‘
Peoples’ Assembly

Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic
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Annex X

L etter dated 23 January 2012 from the commission

addressed to the Chairman of the National I ndependent
L egal Commission

=\ .
NATIONS UNIES ""‘“’J i"’ V UNITED NATIONS

HAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L’HOMME HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Tel: 41-22-9179101

Independent International Commission'of Inquiry pursuant to resolution A/HRC/S-17/1
23 January 2012

The Independent International Commission of Inquiry established pursuant to resolution S-
17/1 of the Human Rights Council, presents its- compliments to the Permanent Mission of the
Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office in Geneva and specialized institutions in
Switzerland and has the honour to transmit a letter addressed to Judge Muhammad Deeb
Al-Mugqatrin, Chairman of the Indepéndeﬁt Special Legal Commission in Damascus. -

The Commission avails itself of the opporturiity to extend the assurances of its highest
consideration to the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations
Office in Geneva and specialized institutions in Switzerland. IB ( ‘
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NATIONS - UNIES

: UNITED NATIONS
"HAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L’HOMME

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Tel: 41-22-9179101 -

Independent International Commission of Inquiry pursuant to resolution A/HRC/S-17/1 ‘

2317 anuary 2012

Your Excellency,

1 am writing on behalf of the Independent . Internatlonal Commission of Inqulry on the Syrian Arab

“Republic to respectfully request your assistance and good offices in the fulfilment of the Commission’s

mandate.

The United Nations Human Rights Council, in its resolution S-17/ 1, mandated the Commission to
investigate all alleged violations of international human rights law since March 2011 in the Syrian Arab
Republic, to establish the facts and circumstances that may amount to such violations and of the crimes
perpetrated and, where possible, to identify those responsible with a view of ensuring that perpetrators of -

violations, including those that may constitute crimes against humanity, are held accountable.

. In accordance with its mandate, the Commission respectfully requests a copy of the mandate of the
-Independent Special Legal Commission established by the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic.”

In addition, the Commission of Inquiry would be grateful to receive information concerning dissidents
as well as members of the armed forces and Government security forces who the Special Legal
Commission has investigated since its creation in March 2011. We remain eager to learn whether
investigations by your Commission have taken place to ascertain specific responmsibilities of
individuals, as well as the number of persons who have been detained as a result of the work of your
Commission and the nature of the charges brought against such offenders. The Commission looks

- forward to rev1ewmg any document or statistics that the Special Legal Commission could provide

relating to the inquiry mandated by the Umted Nations Human Rights Council.

The Commission would appreciate collaboration with the Independent Special Legal Commlssmn which
would enhance the reach of its findings.

Yours Sincerely,

y\ o 12 P

Paulq Pinheiro

Chairperson

Judge Muhammad Deeb Al-Mugatrin -
Chairman

Independent Special Legal Commission
Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic
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Annex XI

Note verbale dated 23 January 2012 from the Per manent
Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic addressed to the

commission

" MISSION. PERMANENTE
'DE LA
REPUBLIQUE ARABE SYRIENNE
GENEVE

\ W(UJU/JJAIL,.Ql _.

0

23 January, 2012

\ The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United

Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its

comphments to The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights,

and in reference to the letter of the Independent International Commission

of Inquuy dated 28/12/2011, has the honour 10 attach herewith the official

response of the Government of the Syr1an Arab Republic to the above

mentioned letter. .

; The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic avails itself of

thls opportunity to renew: to The Office of the High Commissioner for

Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

1

1
o Ofﬁ:ce of the High Comissioner for Human Rights
S "Palajs Wilson

t‘
Yatmws s
GENEN

OHCHR REGISTRY

23 JAN 2012
Recipients @....... Mtl\) A

. B . )
Rue de Lausanne 72 (3e étage), 1202 Genéve

Tel: +41 22 715 45 60

Fax “+41 22 7384275

GE.12-11697



A/HRC/19/69*

REPUB LIQUE ARABE SYRIENNE

GE.12-11697

MISSION. PERMANENTE

1-

DE LA

l’,‘f\?‘gﬁ")ﬁl\“ﬁ"l\:’""%

GNEvE '_ W(UJUA’JJJIMI

The Syr1an Arab Republic has always Welcomed cooperatlon and

dtalogue with all UN Human R1ghts mechanisms that enjoy object1v1ty,

- impartiality and non pol1t1c1zat1on Syria Is always ready to pursue its

~ dialogue and . cooperation within these . 1nternat1onal norms.

Nevertheless and as Syria has pointed out in previous commumcat1ons

the International Commission of Inquiry has failed- at its very first test.
And as Syria had expected, the Comm1ss1on s Report was written
beforehand, therefote it does not deserve examination be_catlse it was
based on false information and predetermined ideas. For the Same above
mentioned reasons, the Syrian Arab Republic refuses the allegations
included in -the International Commission of inquiry letter dated
28/12/2011, | . |

The Syrian Arab Republic had clearly expressed in several

A commun1cat10ns its position regarding the cooperation with the

Commission, and based the matter of this cooperatmn upon the work of
the National Indepehdent legal Commission (the Syrian Investigation
Commission). It is known that the Syrian Legal Commission and its
branches in the dlfferent Syrtan Governorates are investigating more
than /4070/ cases, and they are working exhaustwely in 1nvest1gat1ng
these cases in line with the principles of justice, honesty, impartiality

and objectivity, and without predetermmed assumptions. The

 International Commission of . Inquiry will be informed with the

outcomes of these 1nvest1gat10ns when they are concluded
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The government of the Syrian Arab 1epubl1e refuses the clalms of the -

Comm1ssmn that the Syrian Government did not prov1de information

about the victims of the v1ol'1t10ns of human rights committed by the,

‘a1med terrorist groups, and uses such claims as an excuse to ignore the

victims of these v1olat10ns The Commlssmn dlstanced itself from

i

obJ ectivity and professional investigation rules when it limited its report
to the. allegations p1esented by hostile parties to the Syrlan Arab
Repubhc with well-known motives.

The Human nghts Councx] has mandated the International Com1n1351on

of Inquiry in- 1ts resolution S-17/1 “to establish the facts and .

c1rcumstances that may amount” to violations of human rights. Hence,

' the Commission is requested to comply with its duties in this regards as

impartiality and professionalism oblige the Commission to seek the
truth. The dangerous method adopted by the Commission in- dealing
w1th information it recelves contradicts with its mandate.

The Government of the Syrian Arab Republic provided the High

Commissioner of Human Rights with a considerable amount of .
information about victims of Human Rights violations committed by the

armed terrori'st groups against army and security forces and civilians.

The Syrian government reltelates its will to keep the Commission and
the ‘High Commissioner of Human rights informed with the facts and
cases of such violations.

As the Comm1581on had been busy workmg on presenting ev1dence to

: support its pre assumptions in order to accuse the Syrian Government of

- committing violations of Human Rights, it neglected its duty in

111ust1at1ng the stance of the International Human Rights Law regarding
acts of 1(1dnapp1ng, killing, mutilation, f01ced and” 1nvoluntarﬂy

dlsappearance and the v1olat1on of the nght of Life committed by the

- armed groups against the Syrlan citizens, including women, children,
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and personnel of the army and the security forces, in addition to

deprrvmg the Syrran People from the right to “Freedom from Fear” as

expressed in the preamble of the Umversal Declaratlon of Human

Rights: The Commission did not make reference to the killing and

forced displacement of anyone who did not comply with the orders of

the armed groups to participate in protests, strikes, civil disobedience or

- who do not subscribe'to their terrorist agenda, which contradicts with |

the right of freedom of expression. Furthermore, the Commission did

not refer to the killing and targetmg of members of certain religious

groups, and to the incitemerit of hatred against them which also v101ates

the right of the Freedom: of Religion and Beliefs. Thus, the Syrian Arab

Republic is still waiting for the commission to correct its errors in this

regard.

The Government of the Syrlan Arab Repubhc is still waiting for the

" Commission to clarify its position on the attacks that targeted oil

pipelines, electricity stations fuel lines, bridges as well as the su1c1de
attacks. Would the Commission ignore these facts in its report, whrle it
waits for the Syrian Government to provide such information?

The Commission admitted in its letter the acts of violence committed by
«demonstrators and defectors and government opponents”. However,
the Commission merely called upon these groups to “assure their

commitment to respect Human Rights”, which indicates that the

Commission is convinced that.these groups commit themselves to

International Human Rights Law, and it only ‘asks these groups to
reiterate their commitment to it, which means that the Commission does
not admit the violations committed by these groups. *

The recommendations of the Commission’s report did not include any

suggestions to hold these groups accountable for the terrorist acts they

executed, and did not indicate the crimes against humanity they .-
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committed. The Commlssron did not call for the accountability of the
armed groups, even though it admitted their presence, which reflects the
Commission’s selectivity when it limited its accusations to the Syrian -
Authorities. This also proves that the report is merely based on the |
Commission’s pre-assumptions. | '

10— In lthis regard, we would like to refer to the various public statements
made by high ofﬁc1als in certam countries which certifies the ex1stence o
of armed groups in Syria. These statements called upon these groups to
lay down their arms and engage in the dialogue called for by the Syrian
Government to stop the bloodshed of all Syrians. However, a all these
calls did not find their way to the Commission’s report, desprte the fact

- that such statements were made during the preparation period of the
report. Furthermore, the Commission did not include in its report any
recommendation that calls for stopping the incitement against the Syrian

| Arab Repubhc, ‘which reconfirm the Commission’s selectivity.

, ‘1 1. The Government of the Syrian Arab Republic is deeply concerned by
the Commission’s lack of professionalism, and is also concerned about |
the methodology adopted by the commission in its 1nvest1gations, which
led it to claim its ignorance of the attacks kldnappmg torture, killings,
mutilations and destructions carried out by the terrorist groups against

~_ the Syrian law enforcement personnel, their families and their homes. .
The Commission instead made serious accusations against these
| personnel in a non-objective and unprofessional manner.. The Syrian
" Arab Republic considers these accusations to be totally false, and fully
rejects them, for the Syrian Arab Army and the securlty forces are
fulfilling their duty by protecting the Syrlan People from the armed

groups terrorlsm and their violations of Human nghts; | |
12- Another ev1dence on the p011t1crzatlon and 'selectivity of the report is

the Commission’s use of false mforrna’uon in its report under the title
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“Political Backgroﬁnd”, and its listing of indications that seek to divide

- the Syrian society on a confessional basis, whereas it refrained from
exposing related information and fécts,,such as Syria being a secular -

~ state enjoying a unique reality of coexistence and tolerance betwéen all
components of the Syrian society, especially that theses:political'facts
are essential in reflecting the daﬁgerous égenda of the terrorist groups

| which aim to destroy the 01v11 peace and social structure in the Syrian
Arab repubhc The approach adopted by ‘the Commlssmn works in-
favour of those who seek to trigger a C1V11 War in Syria, by exonerating.
them from rejected and condemned acts of confessional 1n01tement |

13- The Commlssmn clalms that it did not call for any international

 jntervention in - the Syrian - Arab. Republic. However, its
recommendations reflect the opposite: the - Com_mission had

recommended ~ immediate Steps through the -Security Council to
implement its reComméndations. The important question raised here is:

' what was the aim of the Commission when it called for the transmission
of its report to the Sécu_rity Council had it not been the foreign military
intervention as was‘the_ outcome of the tran'smission of other countries’
files to the Security Council - leading to thé killing 6f more than 50.000
Libyan Citizens. Furthermore, the call of the Commission to support
“efforts. to protect the populatlon of the Syrian Arab Republic” without
spemfymg such efforts leaves the door open for the military intervention
under the pretext of ¢ ‘protecting the civilians”.

14- In this context, and considering that the Commission claims that its
will is to protect the Syrian People, why did it not recommends the call
for national dialogue - as it is the optimum solution to solve all issues in

. accordance with the Charter of the United Nations - and chose instead
to support efforts to punish the Syrian People, and efforts for fofeign

intervention?
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15- The Syriap Arab- Repubhc had W1shed that the report s
recommendations would have included the support of the reforms .'
undertaken by the Syrian Government 10 fulfil its people’s demands,
and the call for the international commumty to offer all the support to

these reforms, instead of portraying them as allegatlons, despite the fact
that these reforms wiﬂ promote the political, economic, social and
cultural nghts of the Syrian People. |

16- The Syrlan Arab Republlc also asks the Comrmssmn whether its call

to support the efforts of the League of Arab States 1ncludes the boycott
of Syria and the swge and the starvatlon of the Syrian People‘? Does this
conform with the Commission’s claim that its aim is the protection of -
the Syrian People‘7 o

17- The Syr1an Arab Repubhc regrets once agam the Comm1s31on s
neglect of all information prov1ded by Syria in response to the questions
previously sent by the Comnnssmn, and that the Commlss1on presented
part of this information as “allegations”, Whlle it presented the
allegations and fabrications of other parties against the Syrian Arab

- Republic as facts, which proves that the report of the Commission is

non-credible.
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Note verbale dated 2 February 2012 from the commission

addressed to the Per manent Repr esentative of th i
Arab Republic > eyran

NATIONS UNIES
HAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L’HOMME “

Tel: 41-22-9179101

Independent International Commission of Inquiry pursuant to resolution A/HRC/S-17/1

2 February 2012

The Independent International Commission of Inquiry established pursuant to resolution
S-17/1 of the Human Rights Council presents its compliments to the Permanent
Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations in Geneva and has the
honour to acknowledge receipt of your note verbale dated 23 January 2012.

With respect to the criticisms of the Commission's first report contained in your note, the
Commission wishes to assure your Government that we remain very firmly committed to
reflecting violations and abuses on all sides, including acts committed by armed groups to
which you refer.

We recall in this regard our requests for information on abuses by non-state armed groups
mentioned in our communications to you of 27 October 2011, 28 December 2011 and 18
January 2012, and we would appreciate your undertaking to keep us informed about such
violations. As indicated earlier, the Commission would be grateful to receive information on
specific cases involving such violations and their victims, as well as available information on
the alleged perpetrators and any legal action taken against them.

To reach our crucial objective of reflecting all violations and abuses, we respectfully reaffirm
that only detailed information on specific cases will enable us to include the issues your
Government would like to see reflected in our forthcoming report due for submission mid-
February in preparation for presentation at the Human Rights Council in March.

The Commission recalls that we have received a one page table from you on 27 December
2011, but there is no description of the methodology used or of the events underlying the

figures. We regret we have not yet received from your Government detailed information or
data that can be followed up or used in our report.

The Commission takes note that the National Independent Legal commission is investigating
more the 4,070 cases. This is the only specific item conveyed in your note verbale. We
reiterate our deep interest in receiving more information about the mandate, composition and
achievements of the NILC. In particular, we would like to be informed of which
investigations carried out so far have led to arrests and indictments of those responsible for
the violations.

The Commission would be grateful for a response at your earliest convenience to ensure that
the information provided can be reflected in our repott, to be finalized, as mentioned above,
mid-February 2012. '
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The Commission takes this occasion to recall our request to visit the Syrian Arab Republic,
so that we may obtain a first-hand impression of the situation on the ground and interview

victims of abuses on all sides. Meanwhile, we remain open to engage in a direct, constructive
dialogue with any representative(s) your Government chooses to designate.

We assure you that such a visit will have an essential impact, particularly at this present
juncture, on our report, since nothing can substitute for direct and effective contact with your
Government and the Syrian communities. The Commission does not take sides, and we
assure you that we are concerned both by the consequences of the intensification of violence
experienced recently by civilians and by members of the armed and security forces.

The main objective of the Commission is the wellbeing of all Syrians. Direct access to these
communities will allow them to express their views and perceptions, and to describe their
hardships and needs. A direct dialogue with members of your Government and its institutions
would help clarify any questions or assessments that have arisen over the course of our
inquiry. We are eager to share with your Government our methodology in full transparency.
We are ready to discuss the terms of reference for such a visit with your representative in
Geneva. ‘

We understand that independent non-government organizations have recently had free access
to your country, while we have not been able to visit. We assure you and your Government of
the independence of our Commission and of its impartial and objective engagement with the
subject matter of our inquiry. If our Commission is given the opportunity to come to your
country, we will be open to discuss all aspects of our first report tabled at the Human Rights
Council on 2 December 2011. We can only repeat our insistence that a direct exchange would
contribute significantly to the preparation of our second report.

The Commission avails itself of the opportunity to extend the assurances of its highest
consideration to the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic. De—
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Detention locations for which the commission documented
cases of torture and ill-treatment (since Mar ch 2011)

City Type Detention center
Aleppo Security Forces Political Security Branch
Banias Security Forces Military Security Branch
Security Forces Political Security Branch
Damascus Military Prison Sednaya Military Prison
Police Criminal Security Branch
Prison Adra Central Prison
Security Forces Air Force Intelligence Branch in Bab
Tuma
Security Forces Air Force Intelligence Branch in
Harastah
Security Forces Palestine Branch
Security Forces State Security Branch in Kafar Sussa
Security Forces State Security Branch in Duma
Dar'a Police Criminal Security Branch
Prison Gharez Central Prison
Security Forces Air Force Intelligence Branch
Security Forces Military Security Branch
Security Forces Political Security Branch
Security Forces State Security Branch
Hama Security Forces State Security Branch
Homs Prison Central Prison
Security Forces Air Force Intelligence Branch
Security Forces State Hospital
Idlib Prison Central Prison
Security Forces Detention facility
Security Forces Military Security Branch

Jisr Al Shughour

Al Ladhigiyah

Security Forces
Security Forces
Security Forces

Military Security Branch
Political Security Branch
Military Security Branch
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City

Type

Detention center

Rif Dimashg

Tadmur

Tartus

Security Forces
Security Forces
Security Forces
Security Forces
Security Forces
Security Forces
Military Prison
Security Forces
Security Forces
Security Forces
Security Forces

Political Security Branch
State Hospital

Air Force Intelligence Branch
Military Security Branch
Military Security Branch
State Security Branch
Tadmur Military Prison
Intelligence detention centre
Military Security Branch
Political Security Branch

State security branch
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Annex XIV

Map of the Syrian Arab Republic
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